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By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Ahead of this year’s hurri-
cane season, Orange County Dis-
trict 2 Commissioner Christine 

Moore will present a short-term 
mitigation solution to control the 
post-storm floods in the S.R. 436/
Piedmont-Wekiwa Road area, 
which is to draw water out of 
Border Lake and transfer that wa-

ter into an existing drain well at 
Lake Page. 

Moore is scheduled to pres-
ent the proposal at the Wednes-
day, February 19, Apopka City 
Council meeting. The meeting 

begins at 7 p.m. in the city hall 
council chamber. 

Posing as a severe problem 
since 2017, the Border Lake post-
storm flooding issue was front 
and center once again in Octo-

ber 2024 when the S.R. 436/Pied-
mont-Wekiwa Road area was un-
derwater due to Hurricane Mil-
ton including the Piedmont Plaza 

Christine Moore (l), Orange County District 2 commissioner, watches Dawn 
McCranie (r), Silvestri Investments property manager (Florida division), speak at 
the Tuesday, February 4, press conference in the parking lot of Piedmont Plaza. 
Behind them is Lake Ruden, one of several lakes in the Piedmont-Wekiwa Road 
area that floods storm.

Moore reveals temporary flood control plan for S.R. 436 area

From Staff Reports

The streets of histor-
ic downtown Apopka came 
alive this past Sunday, Feb-
ruary 2, as Main Street 
Apopka hosted its high-
ly anticipated Showcase of 
Cars event on East Fifth 
Street. With 62 classic, vin-
tage, and antique cars on 
display, car enthusiasts and 
community members gath-
ered to admire a stunning 
lineup of automotive his-
tory. 

Expert judges award-
ed winners in several cat-
egories, including Best of 

Show, Best Motor, Best In-
terior, Best Display, and 
Best Paint, and a secret 
committee voted for the 
Fan Favorite. The event 
provided a vibrant atmo-
sphere where car owners 
proudly showcased their 
meticulously restored and 
preserved vehicles, engag-
ing with spectators and fel-
low collectors alike. 

Main Street Apopka, a 
not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to revitalizing 
downtown Apopka through 
historic preservation, en-

Main Street Apopka’s Showcase of Cars draws crowd

Sixty-two classic, vintage,and antique cars were on display at the Sunday, February 2, Showcase of Cars on 
East Fifth Street in Apopka.

Pictured is the 1888 Click cabin, which will serve as the basis for the construction 
of two replica cabins as a means of recreating the lost town of Ethel.

By Don Philpott
Special to the Chief 

Work will start shortly 
on two 19th century home-
steaders log cabins as part 
of a project to recreate Eth-
el, a long-forgotten ghost 
town in Central Florida.

The 10-feet by 12-feet 
cabins will be replicas of 
one built by Finley Click in 
Ethel in 1888 and based on 
historic photographs taken 
at the time. Click, his wife 
and their three children all 
lived in that small space. 
When completed, one of 
the cabins will be used as 
a small museum and the 
other will be sparsely fur-

nished as it would have 
been back then.

The story of Ethel, 
which sprang up after the 
Civil War and disappeared 
almost without trace in the 
1920s, will be featured at 
this year’s East Lake Her-
itage Festival at Rock 
Springs Run State Reserve 
in Sorrento on March 22 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The annual Heritage 
Festival, now in its 11th 
year, is organized by the 
East Lake Historical Soci-
ety. This is the second year 
the Friends of Ethel and the 
Wekiva Wilderness Trust 

Cabin project aims to bring ghost town back to life

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

At its Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 5, meeting, the City 

Council approved Mayor 
Bryan Nelson’s appoint-
ment of David R. Woods 
to a three-year term on 
the Planning Commission. 

Woods replaces Kirk Dick-
son, who resigned from the 
Planning Commission on 
January 27.

Since Dickson re-

signed last month, there 
have been six members on 
the Planning Commission. 

In this October 2024 file photo, the parking lot outside Chick-fil-A on S.R. 436 
is flooded post-Hurricane Milton. Chick-fil-A shares a parking lot with Piedmont 
Plaza but is not part of the shopping center.

See FLOOD Page 7A

The Apopka Community Redevelopment Agency 
(CRA) is looking for input from residents and commu-
nity stakeholders to learn what they want to see in the 
updated redevelopment plan and how they want to see 
the CRA area continue to redevelop.

The CRA  redevelopment plan update commu-
nity meeting will take place on Wednesday, February 

See CARS Page 3A

CRA seeks public 
input in updating 
redevelopment plan  

City Council approves board appointment

See CITY Page 5A

See PLAN Page 8A

See CABINS Page 8A

The Apopka Youth 
Council will honor twen-
ty-eight legends that paved 
the way for so many in the 
community at the 2025 

Celebrating Legends Event 
in Honor of Black History 
Month on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 25, at the Apopka Com-
munity Center/VFW Build-

ing, 519 S. Central Ave., 
Apopka. 

The event will in-
clude a presentation from 
the Apopka Youth Council 

to honor the 2025 Legends 
and their families, a spe-
cial proclamation by May-

Black History Month event is Feb. 25

See EVENT Page 10A

Photo by Tammy Keaton

Photo courtesy of Main Street Apopka

Photo courtesy of Wekiva Wilderness Trust.



Do you know how to 
choose the right plant for 
the right place? What looks 
great to the eye may not 
flourish in everyone’s yard. 
The University of Florida/
IFAS Extension Orange 
County focuses directly 
on plants and flowers that 
work for your yard, and 
through the unique Master 
Gardener Volunteer Pro-
gram, everyone can learn 
what plant or foliage pur-
chase is best.

With the expertise of 
Master Gardener Volun-
teers, the county benefits 
local ecosystems because 
people use less water, less 
fertilizer and fewer pesti-
cides when they choose and 
maintain the appropriate 
Florida-friendly plants.

With so many new 

people moving to Central 
Florida, understanding the 
horticultural nuances of the 
region is critical to main-
taining healthy landscapes, 
and having well-trained 
volunteers who can as-
sist them in this regard ul-
timately serves the entire 
community.

Participants in the vol-
unteer program spend 12 
weeks of intensive educa-
tional training on soil sci-

ence, entomology (plant 
insects), plant pathology 
(bacterial/fungal diagnos-
tics), vegetable garden-
ing, turf grass, palm trees, 
and more. Once training is 
complete, they log 75 hours 
of volunteering before 
earning the Master Garden-
er Volunteer designation.

“It’s more than a train-
ing course,” explained Cla-
rissa Chairez, Master Gar-
dener Volunteer Program 
Coordinator. “It’s an ongo-
ing, community-based vol-
unteer program. Ongoing 
participants must donate 
at least 35 volunteer hours 
and complete 10 hours of 
continuing education every 
year.”

Most of this volun-

“What a difference a 
day makes,” so goes the 
first line of the song. I 
would change one thing, 
and that would be “day” to 
“administration.” We have 
seen so much change, and 
promises being kept, it’s 
hard to keep up with it. I 
love it! 

America has spoken, 
and I believe it has spoken 
true. I see the spark of hope 
in every eye, and I see the 
spirit of patriotism in every 
action. Guess what? We are 
all Americans, and that is 
what matters. 

I was raised in a time 
when a man was judged by 
his character, his work eth-
ics, his word being true, 
and it had nothing to do 
with the color of your skin, 
the religion he practiced, 
or any of the above. I’ve 

worked many different 
jobs, alongside many dif-
ferent people, and the thing 
that struck me was the fact 
that neither race nor creed 
made any difference in 
their ability to do the job 
assigned them. I thought 
our divisive days were 
over, and then came the 
sport event of the year;

SUPER BOWL LIX!! 
By this time next week, 
it will all be over. I won’t 
watch the game because I 
am a veteran and I believe 
in one national anthem, for 
“One Nation Under GOD!” 

This division of Americans 
is what started the deadliest 
war, in the cost of Ameri-
can lives lost (more than 
all other wars combined). 
I have seen black, yellow, 
red, and white Americans 
die for our nation, and they 
all saluted “Old Glory” and 
marched to the Star Span-
gled Banner. 

I would not move to 
Somalia, and expect them 
to adopt my national an-
them for any reason. If you 
want your own race to be 
separated from all others, 
buy an island; claim your 

sovereignty, set up your 
own constitution; and iso-
late yourself from the rest 
of humanity: Let’s see how 
that works for you!

The strength of Amer-
ica is in our unity, “E Pluri-
bus Unum”...  out of many 
one, and to take your “one” 
away weakens our nation’s 
unity. 

Everyone wants to toot 
their own horn, and until 
we learn that we only have 
one horn to toot, and one 
people to toot it (Ameri-
cans), we are going to suf-
fer ridicule from all other 

nations of the world. 
There is no “some-

thing-American!” We are 
a nation set apart as an ex-
ample of what a self-gov-
erning nation, with a con-
stitutional foundation of 
law, can do and prosper, 
because we act as one. 
It is none of your busi-
ness what someone thinks 
about you, so let us con-
centrate on what we can do 
to encourage, support, and 
gender more “American-
ism,” within our neighbor-

If you have read my 
columns over the last sev-
eral years, you should be 
familiar with Read Around 
the City. It’s one of my fa-
vorite initiatives we do be-
cause it is so simple, yet so 
impactful.

The Read Around the 
City challenge began a few 
years ago in partnership 
with an amazing non-profit 
partner here in Apopka, Re-
imagine Communities. We 
began the initiative by invit-
ing elementary students to 
read books and go to local 
businesses to collect prizes. 
The students were given a 
map of the businesses that 
were participating to get 

stamped at each location.
Once the students com-

pleted their map of Apopka, 
they would bring the map 
back to their media spe-
cialist at their school for a 
prize. This program became 
a huge success that the stu-
dents and schools look for-
ward to each year.

Last year, we expanded 
the program through all of 
District 7, which included 
Ocoee and Winter Garden. 
We made a couple of chang-
es as we moved to a virtual 
reading logging app called 
Beanstack that the schools 
already used. We also in-
vited all schools including 
middle and high schools to 
participate. All students in 
my district were invited to 
read and log minutes and 
compete to be the top reader 
and top school.

What made last year 
even more fun was that we 
opened the challenge up to 

America’s strength is in her unity – together we are one!
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Just because it’s a 
kind or sweet thing to 
do, doesn’t mean it’s 

the will of God 
for you.

Each of us should please our
 neighbors for their good, 

to build them up.
                                 Romans 15:2

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
DIY Valentines will be held in the meeting 
room of the North Orange Branch Library, 
1211 E Semoran Blvd., on Tues., Feb. 
11, from 2-3 p.m. Explore art and stories 
while meeting new friends. Support your 
child’s homeschool curriculum with crafts 
and stories from around the world.

Our position
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 We do not recommend that 
you drink, swim, wade, use per-
sonal watercrafts, or come into 
contact with waters where there is 
a visible bloom.

Publisher
T. Jerrod Ricketson

See MOORE Page 4A

Volunteers help beautify Orange County

DOH Orlando explains the danger 
of blue green algae on Lake Apopka

Editor’s Note:
Inasmuch as there is concern 

about the quality of water in Lake 
Apopka, the following information 
from the Department of Health in 
Orlando explains the Blue Green 
Algae.
February 4, 2025
Kent Donahue 

The DOH-Orange Cautions 
about Blue Green Algae at Lake 
Apopka: (Near Oakland Nature 
Preserve), Lake Roberts (S Dock), 
Lake Butler (W Shore), and Lake 
Hancock (John Hancock Drive 
Boat Ramp)

The Florida Department of 
Health in Orange County (DOH-
Orange) cautions the public of the 
presence of blue-green algae in 
Lake Apopka (near Oakland Nature 
Preserve), Lake Roberts (S Dock), 
Lake Butler (W Shore), and Lake 
Hancock (John Hancock Drive 
Boat Ramp) on February 4, 2025. 
Water sample testing is underway. 
Blue-green algae have the poten-
tial to produce toxins. Since envi-
ronmental conditions can change at 
any time, it is important to exercise 
caution, even if presence of toxins 
has not yet been confirmed. 

Residents and visitors are ad-
vised to take the following precau-
tions:

* We do not recommend that 
you drink, swim, wade, use person-
al watercrafts, or come into contact 
with waters where there is a visible 
bloom.

* Wash your skin and clothing 
with soap and water if you have any 
contact with algae, or discolored or 
water that smells unpleasant. 

* Keep pets and livestock away 
from the area to avoid any con-
tact with water. Waters where algae 
blooms are present are not safe for 
animals. Pets and livestock should 
use an alternative source of water 
when algae blooms are present. 

* Do not cook or clean dishes 
with water contaminated by algae 
blooms. Boiling the water will not 
eliminate toxins. 

* Eating fillets from healthy fish 
caught in freshwater lakes experi-
encing blooms is safe. Rinse fish fil-

lets with tap or bottled water, throw 
out the guts, and cook fish thor-
oughly. 

* Do not eat shellfish in waters 
with algae blooms.

 The Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
and partners collect algae samples 
from reported bloom locations. Af-
ter samples are analyzed at their 
laboratory, the toxin results can be 
viewed on Protecting Florida To-
gether or on DEP’s Algal Bloom 
Dashboard. 

What is Blue-Green Algae? 
Blue-green algae are a type of bac-
teria that is common in Florida’s 
freshwater environments. A bloom 
occurs when rapid growth of algae 
leads to an accumulation of individ-
ual cells that discolor water and of-
ten produce floating mats that emit 
unpleasant odors. Blue-green algae 
blooms can also appear as scum, 
foam, or paint on the surface of the 
water in various colors. 

To learn more about the appear-
ance of algae blooms, visit Protect-
ing Florida Together. Some envi-
ronmental factors that contribute to 
blue-green algae blooms are sun-
ny days, warm water temperatures, 
still water conditions, and excess 
nutrients. Blooms can appear year-
round but are more frequent in sum-
mer and fall. Many types of blue-
green algae can produce toxins. 
Blue-green algae may not always 
be visible as a bloom, but it can still 
be present in the water. 

Is Blue-Green Algae Harm-
ful? Blue-green algae can produce 
toxins, which can be harmful to 
humans and pets as well as eco-
systems, including fish and oth-
er aquatic animals. Sensitive indi-
viduals (e.g., children, the elderly 
and those who are immunocom-
promised) may still be at risk even 
at low concentrations and should 
avoid any exposure. 

For additional information on 
potential health effects of algae 
blooms, visit the Florida Depart-
ment of Health’s harmful algae 
blooms webpage. Where Can I Find 

Quality of Lake Apopka’s 
water is always our concern

See BYRD Page 4A

See ALGAE Page 4A
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gaging partnerships, and 
community empowerment, 
organized the event as part 
of its mission to foster eco-
nomic growth and celebrate 
the city’s rich cultural heri-
tage. 

This year’s Showcase 
of Cars was made possi-
ble thanks to the generous 
support of local business-
es, including Cash Amer-
ica, Lucy’s Jewelry, Cen-
tral Florida Tang Soo Do, 
McDonald’s, British Swim 
School of Northwest Or-
lando, Keller Training Sys-
tems, J’s Pest Solutions, 
Artist Le Desiree Atelier, 
Sundial Real Estate, We In-
sure Apopka, and The 2650 
Foundation. Their sponsor-
ship underscored a shared 
commitment to strengthen-
ing the local economy and 
bringing the community to-
gether through this exciting 
event. 

“The Showcase of Cars 
was an incredible success, 
drawing both locals and 
visitors to downtown Apop-
ka,” said Caitlin Kasheta 
from Main Street Apopka. 
“This event not only cele-

Continued from page 1A

Cars: Event ‘was an incredible success,’ celebrates auto history’
brates automotive history 
but also served as a plat-
form for community con-
nection and downtown re-
vitalization.” 

As Main Street Apop-
ka continues its efforts to 
enhance the city’s down-
town district, events like 
the Showcase of Cars high-

light the growing enthusi-
asm for preserving Apop-
ka’s unique character while 
fostering business and tour-
ism opportunities. 

For more information 
about Main Street Apopka 
and upcoming events, visit 
MainStreetApopka.com or 
follow us on social media. 

This year’s Showcase of Cars displayed 62 automobiles, aimed to celebrate 
automotive hisotry as well as serve as a platform for community connection and 
downtown revitalization.
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hoods, cities, and our state. 
The only way to have good 

neighbors, is to be a good 
neighbor! 

Let’s not waste the 
opportunity this new ad-

ministration is providing. 
As the Bible says, “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 
(Matthew 22:37-40).
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)...........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)............ 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson............................... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)..................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11). 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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teering takes place at free 
plant clinics, during which 
people receive help with 
their plant problems at the 
Extension facility at 6021 
S. Conway Rd., Orlando. 
Master Gardener Volun-
teers also engage in free 
consultations by phone or 
email for those who cannot 
make it in person, as well 
as in “pop ups” at local Or-
ange County libraries.

“Everyone wants a 
beautiful landscape, but 
some people buy plants that 
don’t survive in this region, 
so they’re wasting money 
on flora that aren’t going to 
survive,” asserted Chairez. 
“In this regard, Master Gar-
dener Volunteers help resi-
dents save money and also 
save plants that need treat-
ment against bacteria and 
fungi.”

A citizen-driven initia-

tive, the program relies on 
dedicated volunteers pas-
sionate about gardening 
and committed to serving 
their communities… and 
the title is most certainly 
earned.

“Master Gardener Vol-
unteers do this out of pas-
sion and the goodness of 
their hearts, which is nice 
to see in any community,” 
said Chairez. “They’re here 
to educate the community 
on sustainable gardening 
methods, so take advantage 
of their extensive knowl-
edge.”

You can meet our 
county Master Gardeners 
at the 2025 Garden Festival 
and Plant Sale on Sat., Mar. 
1, 2025 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the UF/IFAS Exten-
sion Orange County, 6021 
Conway Rd., 32812.

Key festival highlights 
include:

· Vendor Marketplace: 

Discover a wide variety of 
plant species and unique 
gardening crafts from our 
diverse group of vendors.

· Educational Speak-
ers: Gain insights from ex-
perts who will share tips 
and techniques on garden-
ing and plant care, with a 
focus on embracing diver-
sity in your garden.

· Food Trucks: Enjoy 
delicious offerings from lo-
cal food trucks, with a se-
lection of dishes that cele-
brate the culinary diversity 
of our community.

· Youth Activities: 
Hosted by both our Master 
Gardener Volunteers and 
Orange County 4-H, we 
will have a series of youth 
garden crafts and activities 
– fun for the whole family!

This is the place to 
speak with experienced 
gardeners and get fresh, 
Florida-friendly inspiration 
for your yard!

Continued from page 2A

Continued from page 2A

the community and adults, 
as well. Anyone could log 
their minutes and donate 
their minutes to the school 
of their choice. Not only 
was this a great commu-
nity builder, but it sent the 
message to the students 
that everyone enjoys read-
ing - even the adults in their 
lives.

Well, the program last 
year was a huge success. 
Our goal was for the entire 
district to read one million 
minutes in the two months 
of the challenge. We sur-
passed that goal and read 
over two million minutes! 
But more importantly, the 
schools had a great time.

I was particularly 
pleased that the winning 
school out of all 26 schools 
in District 7 was a middle 
school! Our own Wolf Lake 
Middle School. Any time 
you can get middle school-

aged children to read, I con-
sider that a win for sure.

The reason I give the 
background of the reading 
challenge is that this year 
we have big news! Our little 
reading challenge that start-
ed right here in Apopka has 
now been adopted by OCPS 
to run district-wide!

Every school in OCPS 
is participating currently in 
Let’s Read OCPS. The dis-
trict was so impressed with 
our success last year in my 
district that they enthusias-
tically wanted to expand the 
program for everyone in Or-
ange County.

Let’s Read OCPS 
kicked off on January 27 
and will run through April 
30. Everyone in Orange 
County is invited and en-
couraged to participate. 
Anyone can download the 
Beanstack app and join the 
challenge, then read and log 
your minutes each day.

We have the City of Or-

lando and Orange County 
Government participating 
as well, with Mayors Buddy 
Dyer and Jerry Demmings 
providing video encourage-
ment!

The goal is 20 million 
minutes, and I think we will 
do it! The competition is al-
ready getting exciting what 
with the different school 
board member districts as 
well as between the schools. 
This is going to be fun, and 
I’m so proud of our school 
district for embracing this 
initiative as we find creative 
ways to encourage reading 
and community.

I encourage all The 
Apopka Chief readers to 
join in the challenge! You 
can log your minutes read-
ing this column! Go to your 
app store and download the 
Beanstack app, then join 
the Let’s Read OCPS chal-
lenge. It’s very easy to set 
up an account. Join in the 
fun!

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Your minutes will add up

Moore: Plant information is shared

Hayden: Share your love with others
EVERYBODY HAS AN OPINION. WHY NOT SHARE YOURS?

Send a letter to the Editor online: TheApopkaChief.com

Current Water Status Information? 
Current information about Flor-

ida’s water quality status and public 
health notifications for harmful al-
gae blooms and beach conditions is 
available at Protecting Florida To-
gether. You can subscribe to receive 
notifications when water quality 
changes in your area. 

Where Can I Report Issues Re-
lated to Algae Blooms? 

* Algae Blooms: DEP monitors 
algae blooms and collects samples 
for analysis. Blooms can be report-
ed to DEP online or by calling toll-
free at 1-855-305-3903. 

* Human Health: Report symp-
toms from exposure to a harmful 
algae bloom or any aquatic toxin 

to the Florida Poison Information 
Center by calling 800-222-1222 to 
speak to a poison specialist. 

* Animal Health: Contact your 
veterinarian if you believe your pet 
has become ill after consuming or 
having contact with blue-green al-
gae contaminated water. 

* Fish Kills: Dead, diseased, or 
abnormally behaving fish or wild-
life should be reported to the Flori-
da Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission online or at 800-636-
0511. 

If you have other health ques-
tions or concerns about blue-green 
algae, please call DOH-Orange at 
407-723-5004.

 kent.donahue@flhealth.gov 
407-858-1418 Orlando, Fla.

Algae: Contact information given
Continued from page 2A
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 3091 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka 
City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
February 19, 2025 beginning at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Rezoning Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made 
with respect to this matter, you will need a record of the 
proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is 
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon 
which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing 
assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should 
contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, Apopka 
FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior 
to the proceeding.

February 7, 2025

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(a), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part 
III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that 
Geoff Summitt has made application relating to the following 
described property.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 30-20-28-0484-00-085, 
                                25-20-27-0000-00-022 
Contains: 9.51 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3091
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING 
THE ZONING FROM RSF-1A (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY ESTATE 
DISTRICT) TO RSF-1B (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY-LARGE LOT), 
FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED 2260 PLYMOUTH SORRENTO 
ROAD; OWNED BY PARMANI FARMS LLC; AND 2244 SORRENTO AVENUE; 
OWNED BY MACAULAY GEORGE, COMPRISING 9.51 ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

Editor:

To: Mayor, Commissioners 
and City Administrator:

I have the honor to 
serve as the District 2 Rep-
resentative on TransMAC 
(Transportation Mobility 
Advisory Commission).

We had our organiza-
tional meeting last Thurs-
day, January 30, 2025.

I am making my way 

through all the policies, 
procedures, handbook, eth-
ics, and Sunshine materi-
als in hand at this time as 
well as Orange County pro-
posed 2025-2026 transpor-
tation expenditures.

It is an honor to have 
the opportunity to serve 
Orange County. My focus 
is to ensure that we have 
the proper infrastructure in 
place to meet the current 
and ever-growing needs 

to support our growth and 
the diverse transportation 
needs of our community.

Please, if there is any-
thing that I can do to better 
serve the City of Apopka 
as part of Orange County, 
please let me know.

Thank you for what 
you do for the City.

Stay safe and God’s 
Speed.

Rod Olsen
Apopka

Citizen honored by appointment
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A new member must be ap-
pointed to ensure the board 
has seven members. 

Woods is a retired res-
ident and a board member 
of his homeowners associ-
ation, according to paper-
work included in the Feb-
ruary 5 City Council meet-
ing agenda packet. 

“I would bring to the 
Planning Commission a 
non-bias view as to apply-
ing the Apopka land de-
velopment code,” Woods 
wrote on the appointment 
application. “As Apopka 
continues to grow, it is im-
portant to have individu-
als on the Planning Com-
mission who are realizing 
landowners have a right to 
develop their property, pro-

vided it meets the city’ land 
development code. It’s the 
commission’s responsibil-
ity to evaluate each project 
from the view of the land 
development code not on 
personal preference. I be-
lieve I can bring that to the 
commission.” 

The Apopka Planning 
Commission is established 
as a citizen board to review 
and recommend to the City 
Council, approval or de-
nial of development plans, 
amendments to the zoning 
map, amendments to the 
Land Development Code, 
proposed subdivision plats, 
proposed site plans, and fu-
ture land use map amend-
ments. In accordance with 
Florida Statutes, the Plan-
ning Commission serves 
as the city’s local planning 

agency when reviewing 
and recommending to the 
City Council, any future 
land use amendments to the 
comprehensive plan and fu-
ture land use map. 

There are seven mem-
bers that are appointed by 
the mayor and approved by 
the City Council. Members 
are appointed to three-year 
terms and must live within 
the city limits. 

The Planning Com-
mission normally meets on 
the second Tuesday of each 
month at 5:30 p.m. Addi-
tional meetings are sched-
uled depending on the sub-
ject or volume of applica-
tions. 

Continued from page 1A

City: Planning Commission is 
city’s local planning agency

Limited Time Offer
 & Save!

SHINGLE &
METAL ROOFING

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Lions Club
will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

� Drug Screening Nationally 
� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

3030 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

We Buy Kid’s Things

  VFW POST 10147
  519 S. Central Ave., Apopka

invites you to its 3rd Saturday 
FUNDRAISING 
BREAKFAST

SAT., FEB. 15 
8 a.m.-10 a.m.

FEB. 1
5

• Scrambled Eggs 
• Sausage Links • Pancakes

• Biscuits and Gravy
• Orange Juice • Coffee • Water
ALL FOR $7.00! 

Children under 5 free with paid adult

VFW MISSION:
Ensure that veterans are respected for 

their service, always receive their earned 
entitlements, and are recognized for the 
sacrifi ces they and their loved ones have 

made on behalf of this great country.

Surprise! It’s easier this 
time around to find one or two 
in D.C. who think that President 
Trump has lots of good plans 
for our country. Outside of D.C., 
of course, it’s not that surpris-
ing. After far too many years of 
our Constitutional Rights and 
Freedoms being denied us by 
one-party, left-leaning policies 
and programs, the 49.9 per-
cent of Americans who voted 
for Donald Trump in the 2024 
election are breathing sighs of 
relief, and feeling hopeful about 
the future. 

I feel better just seeing 
political leaders with smiles on 
their faces after seeing press 
coverage that’s been so dark 
and depressing, with former 
leaders throwing doom and 
gloom at us, as well as their 
hateful attitudes toward anyone 
who doesn’t agree with their 
liberal, and often un-Godly, be-
liefs. 

There are still confirma-
tion hearings to be held, but 
as of last Friday, January 31, 
8 Cabinet Members have been 
confirmed. My deadline being 
Monday, when you read this, 
there will have been more hear-
ings held, some of which I ex-
pect to be pretty interesting. So 
far, what I’ve seen saw of those 
already held hearings, were... 
hmmm. I don’t use the words 
most accurately describing 
them, so I’ll go for Rude, Crude, 
and Socially Unacceptable.

Remember how I de-
scribed above the general at-
titudes of the Democrat ques-
tioners? They’d also apply here. 
The ugliness, hatefulness, and 
smug superiority were enough 
to make me ill, but I grabbed 
an Alka-Seltzer and soldiered 
on... refusing to be part of the 
uninformed voters. Maybe 
what bothered me most was 
the complete and utter lack of 
respect they showed the nomi-
nees... respect that they would, 
and do, demand. I guess they 
haven’t done any self-evalua-
tions since losing the election, 
because they still don’t know 
their job descriptions. They’re 

still on their snooty high horses, 
acting like they’re Kings of the 
Hill, looking down their noses 
at the peons they think are sup-
posed to fawn all over them. Not 
A Good Look! I wonder at their 
inability to recognize the irony 
in their attitudes and questions. 
The things they seemed to see 
as negatives in some of these 
nominees are … gasp … things 
they have done themselves for 
decades but have never been 
called on for their behavior. 

For example: There 
seemed to be “concern” about 
Pam Bondi’s “allegiance” to 
Donald Trump. That question 
strikes me as beyond ridicu-
lous. How would they answer 
that question if asked about 
their loyalty to Joe Biden, or 
themselves? If his Attorney 
General didn’t feel loyal toward 
him, why would the president 
want her working for him? My 
goodness, even the manager of 
a grocery store would think em-
ployee loyalty is important and 
would probably fire someone 
who spread disloyalty among 
the other workers. 

The question of alle-
giance, or loyalty, is part of the 
equation when applied to our 
leader’s allegiance to We the 
People, their loyalty to those of 
us they (supposedly) represent 
and serve. Oh, politicians on 
the left, and some on the other 
side, too, unfortunately, love 
to talk about “We’re doing this 
for the American people”.  They 
can’t keep pulling the wool over 
our eyes on that one, because 
legislation passed, and money 
spent has not been to the ben-
efit of Americans as much as to 
people who have started their 
lives in our country by commit-
ting a crime – crossing the bor-
der illegally. The list, too often, 
continues after that. 

Am I against Immigration? 
No. Am I against Illegal immi-
gration? Yes! And, as an Ameri-
can citizen who is required to 
follow and obey our laws, or 
suffer the consequences, I see 
no reason to apologize for ex-
pecting others to do the same 
and suffer the consequences. 

As for “Separating Fami-
lies” … well, if I’m expected to 
be responsible for the conse-
quences I – or my children – 
suffer because of my decisions, 
then so should everyone.

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

February 7,
2025

We’d like to know
What YOU think?

 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2025 Patti Bankson

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
SO FAR

Fri., Feb. 7, 2025 thru 
Sun., Feb. 9, 2025

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX

 with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

MUFASA: THE LION 
KING (PG) 1:00; 3:50; 
6:40; 9:40 
DOGMAN (PG) 1:10; 
4:00; 6:50; 9:20
HEART EYES (R) 1:20; 
4:10; 7:10: 9:50 
SONIC THE 
HEDGEHOG 3 (PG) 
1:30; 4:20; 7:20; 10:00
COMPANION(R) 1:40; 
4:40; 7:30; 10:10
LOVE HURTS(R) 1:50; 
4:30; 7:00; 9:30
FLIGHT RISK (R) 2:00; 
4:50; 7:40; 10:30 
ONE OF THEM 
DAYS(R) 2:10; 5:00; 
7:50; 10:20

Tell them  
you saw it in 

The Apopka Chief 



and how to obtain final con-
struction permits.

The program is de-
signed to help homeowners 
save time and money.

Orange County’s Chief 
Planner Carter Gresham 
said there has been tremen-
dous interest and momen-
tum behind ADUs since 
the county began allowing 
them in 2019. However, 
since they are a fairly new 
concept, there has also been 
confusion surrounding how 
they work.

“There have been a 
lot of questions regard-
ing where to start, how 
the process of building 
one begins” Gresham said. 
“Ready Set Orange is here 
to really kick this process 
into high gear.”

An ADU is a small-
er, independent residential 
dwelling unit located on the 
same lot as a stand-alone, 
detached single-family 
home. ADUs provide liv-
ing space for family mem-
bers of homeowners or can 
be rented out by tenants for 
a period of more than 180 
days.

However, the program 

is not just for ADUs. The 
program also offers four 
pre-designed floorplans for 
small single-family homes, 
perfect for newlywed cou-
ples looking to build a start-
er home.

Orange County needs 
more housing products like 
these.

“The intent of this pro-
gram is to provide great-
er attainable housing op-

portunities for residents by 
eliminating barriers in the 
process,” said Olan Hill, 
Assistant Manager of the 
County’s Planning Divi-
sion. “Our current residen-
tial market is heavy on the 
single-family detached, 
and heavy on multi-fami-
ly attached, with very little 
supply of everything in be-
tween.”

Four of the “Ready Set 

Orange” floorplans avail-
able are for ADUs, rang-
ing in size from 531 square 
feet to 708 square feet. The 
other four floorplans are 
for single-family homes, 
ranging in size from 1,150 
square feet to 1,483 square 
feet

Visit OCFL.net/Plan-
ningDevelopment/Ready-
SetOrange.aspx for more 
information. 
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Looking to build a 
Mother-in-Law suite in 
your backyard for an aging 
family member? Or may-
be you want to put a long-
term rental unit behind your 
house for an extra source of 
income?

A new Orange Coun-
ty program called Ready 
Set Orange is here to make 
it easier than ever to con-
struct an Accessory Dwell-

ing Unit on your property.
As part of the County’s 

ongoing effort to address 
the housing affordability 
crisis, Ready Set Orange al-
lows homeowners in unin-
corporated Orange County 
to choose from four pre-de-
signed ADU floorplan mod-
els. Customers are provided 
with step-by-step instruc-
tions on how to receive the 
floorplans free of charge 

New county program will make it easier to add extra housing

This is a rendering of the Seville, one of several Ready Set Orange accessory 
dwelling unit (ADU) plans offered. Ready Set Orange is an Orange County initiative 
addressing the housing affordability crisis. The program allows homeowners in 
unincorporated areas of the county to choose from pre-designed ADU and single-
family home floorplans for construction.

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Are you starting a new 
business in Orange County?
If so, your Fictitious Name can be published in The Apopka Chief 
for only $25. Your Fictitious Name must be advertised one time before 

your make an application with the Florida Department of Revenue.
Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777 

for information or a copy of the form.
The deadline is Tuesday at 5PM for Friday’s publication. 

A copy of an affidavit with a clipping from the paper will be sent 
to the applicant after publication.

All public/legal notices printed in 
The Apopka Chief are also loaded to our 

website: theapopkachief.com
as well as to the state-wide Florida Press 

Association’s website:
floridapublicnotices.com

Both Websites have searchable capabilities.
The Apopka Chief, 400 N. Park Ave., 

Apopka FL 32712
legals@ theapopkachief.com

407-886-2777

HIRING: School Crossing Guards
Adult School Crossing Guards are emoloyed by the Sheriff of Orange County to protect 
children attending elementary and middle schools in all parts of the county. $17.31 per  hour 
is the starting salary. Crossing Guards work two hours a day only. Cash allowances are paid 
for recruiting assistance and good attendance. Training, protective clothing and safety equip-
ment are provided at no expense to the guards.
Requirements to be met: 1. Be able to perceive potential traffi c hazards; 2. Be suffi ciently 
agile to move swiftly to avoid danger; 3. Be able to comprehend and communicate fl uently in 
verbal and written English; 4. Be legally eligible to work in the United States; 5. Be at least 
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
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• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue

• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
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 400 N. Park Ave.
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 Lake Cortez Dr.
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 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
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• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
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• Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)
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• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.

• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
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 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.
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parking lot. Nearby Wekiva 
Village community need-
ed the installation of a tiger 
dam – water-filled bladders 
created to be barriers –to 
prevent the loss of residen-
tial units, and the flooding 
that has impacted residents 
living along Lake Cortez 
for weeks.

At a Tuesday, February 
4, press conference in the 
parking lot outside Pied-
mont Plaza, Moore said she 
wants to collaborate with 
the city of Apopka on re-
solving the flooding prob-
lem, especially since the 
S.R. 436/Piedmont-Weki-
wa section is within the 
city’s jurisdiction.

According to Moore, 
the city has a long-term 
flooding mitigation solu-
tion that involves building 
a pipe system to the city’s 
Cleveland Street facility, 
but that solution could take 
three to five years to come 
to fruition.

 “I don’t know what’s 
being presented tomorrow. 
I’m assuming it’s the city’s 
plan and we would like 
to be able to talk with the 
Council about both plans,” 
Moore said at the press con-
ference. “I’m not objecting 
to the mayor’s plan. It’s 

a long-term solution, but 
right now, I don’t want to 
see these people go through 
another year of flooding, so 
to me, the short-term is re-
ally non-negotiable.”  

Border Lake is a 
closed-drainage basin with 
impacts from S.R. 436, 
Seminole County, Orange 
County, and the city of 
Apopka. 

The Border Lake wa-
tershed responsibilities in-
clude the city of Apopka at 
45 percent, Seminole Coun-
ty at 35 percent, the Florida 
Department of Transporta-
tion at 19 percent, and Or-
ange County at one percent. 
Orange County is commit-
ted to providing funding 
for 25 percent of the costs 
to end this flooding prob-
lem. The lakes are located 
in the city of Apopka’s ju-
risdiction. 

Prior to the late 1990s 
widening of S.R. 436, there 
was a drain well locat-
ed near S.R. 436 and Lake 
Ruden. FDEP has not al-
lowed replacement. For the 
past 20 years, the area has 
received significant sum-
mer rains and hurricane im-
pacts, and thus, the lake has 
continued to rise. In fact, 
Border Lake is 3-4 feet 
higher now than at the same 

time in 2024, according to 
Moore.  

Border Lake flooding 
has been a severe problem 
since 2017. Multiple joint 
meetings have taken place. 
As the major government 
with responsibility for the 
watershed, Mayor Nelson 
has never brought a solu-
tion to fruition. Orange 
County government also 
approached FDEP on trying 
to find the aging drain well, 
replace it and there has not 
been success. 

Since the fall 2024 hur-
ricane impacts, Moore has 
worked with Orange Coun-
ty Public Works staff to re-
search a short-term pump-
ing operation through the 
Piedmont Chain of Lakes 
and under Piedmont Weki-
va Road to the Lake Page 
drain well. County staff 
has developed a study and 
a preliminary cost analysis 
for the project. 

Flooding from last 
year’s hurricane season cre-
ated 78 new potholes in the 
Piedmont Plaza parking lot, 
according to Dawn McCra-
nie, Silvestri Investments 
property manager (Florida 
division). New ones have 
formed because the water 
levels are still so high. 

“We really need assis-
tance to prevent flooding,” 

McCranie said in a phone 
interview with The Apop-
ka Chief after the February 
4 news conference, where 
she also spoke. 

Silvestri Investments 
purchased Piedmont Pla-
za in December 2022. She 
said that in speaking with 
Piedmont Plaza tenants, she 
learned that they had never 
seen flooding as bad as it 
was before last autumn. 

“I’m up for anything 
right now,” McCranie said 
about finding a solution to 
the flooding problem. “We 
can’t handle any more of 
these storms.”

Moore said the city de-
nied her the chance to pres-
ent the temporary flood 
mitigation plan at the Feb-
ruary 5 City Council meet-
ing. At the February 5 meet-
ing, Mayor Bryan Nelson 
said Moore was scheduled 
to present on February 19, 
and that the city never re-
ceived a phone call or email 
requesting Moore to get on 
the February 5 agenda. 

The City Council vot-
ed to allow Moore to speak 
briefly about the short-term 
flood mitigation plan at the 
beginning of the meeting 
as opposed to the end dur-
ing public comment, but no 
presentation was done. 

Continued from page 1A

Flood: Moore spoke briefly at Feb. 5 City 
Council meeting, but gave no presentation
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12, 5-7 p.m. at the Apopka 
Community Center, where 
the public will have an 
opportunity to hear more 
about the plan and provide 
feedback.

The purpose of a re-
development plan is to ad-
dress changes in building 
stock, market conditions, 
demographics, technolog-

ical advances, and many 
other challenges in hopes 
of improving the mainte-
nance and quality of life 
for enjoyment of all resi-
dents, as well as vitality in 
the downtown area that will 
spawn additional economic 
growth and increase prop-
erty values.

Those who are un-
able to attend the meeting 
or would like to participate 

online in addition to attend-
ing in person, may visit the 
online feedback form at 
apopkafl.form.transform.
civicplus.com/47649  to 
give input on items or pri-
orities for the new plan.

Additional CRA informa-
tion
What is the city of Apopka’s 
Community Redevelopment 
Area (CRA)?

CRAs are a specifical-
ly focused financing tool 
for redevelopment. Under 
Florida Statute, local gov-
ernments are able to des-

ignate areas as Communi-
ty Redevelopment Areas 
(CRAs) when certain con-
ditions exist such as the 
presence of substandard 
or inadequate structures, 
a shortage of affordable 
housing, inadequate infra-
structure, insufficient road-
ways, and inadequate park-
ing. The city of Apopka 
and Orange County estab-
lished the downtown CRA 
in 1993. Per Florida Stat-
ute, the CRA adopted a re-
development plan in 1993, 
and an update of the rede-
velopment plan was ad-

opted in 2017. In 2024, the 
CRA Board indicated that 
the 2017 update needs to be 
updated.

In addition, the CRA 
offers multiple residential 
and non-residential assis-
tance programs for proper-
ties within the CRA. They 
include the Residential 
Fee Assistance Program 
(RFAP), Residential Reno-
vation Assistance Program 
(RRAP), Demolition As-
sistance Program (DAP), 
Façade Renovation Assis-
tance Program (FRAP), 
Building Code Assistance 

Program (BCAP), Building 
Permit Refund Assistance 
Program (BPRP), and the 
Business Impact Fee Assis-
tance Program (BIFAP).

What does the process look 
like for updating the rede-
velopment plan? 

The CRA is looking 
for input from residents and 
community stakeholders 
to learn what they want to 
see in the updated redevel-
opment plan, and how they 
want to see the CRA area 
continue to improve and re-
develop. 

have partnered with the So-
ciety. Exhibitors, crafters. 
Exhibitors, arts and crafters 
and reenactors will dem-
onstrate what life was like 
back then. Visitors will en-
joy live music, entertain-
ment, children’s games and 
more. Festival food will 
also be available.

Before the Civil War, 
Rock Springs (now Kel-
ly Park) was the site of the 
largest plantation in the 
area. It was owned by Wil-
liam Delk, a Union support-
er, who in 1863 freed his 
slaves and went off to work 
with the Union army. After 
the war, he returned to re-
claim his property. Some of 

his freed slaves and home-
steaders moved into the 
area and Ethel was born.

After more than 15 
years of research, histori-
ans now know the names 
of most of the people who 
lived in Ethel over their 
years, the location of their 
homesteads, and much 
about their daily lives from 
vintage photos, letters and 
postcards written at the 
time. Ethel had a store, post 
office, a one room school, 
train station and cemetery. 
In its heyday, a population 
of about 250.

Last year the Histor-
ic Ethel Trail was opened, 
a 1.5-mile wheelchair ac-
cessible loop through what 
would have been the cen-

ter of the township. Twelve 
interpretive panels along 
the route describe what life 
was like back then. There 
are guided walks every 
month, and a self-guiding 
brochure at the trailhead for 
those who want to explore 
by themselves. 

A professional cultural 
resources survey conduct-
ed last spring located the 
sites of many cabins, found 
594 artifacts and identified 
promising areas for future 
investigation.

“The Amazing story of 
Ethel, Anthony Frazier and 
William S. Delk,” based on 
all the research, is avail-
able as a free downloadable 
eBook from wwt-cso.com.
The next step is to create 

the Ethel Village, a collec-
tion of cabins and kitchen 
gardens as a living history 
site. The village will fea-
ture crops that would have 
been grown back then, us-
ing heirloom seeds. Era-ap-
propriate agricultural tools 
and methods will be used. 
The aim is to have craft-
ers use the cabins at week-
end and special events to 
display their crafts such as 
weaving, spinning, carpen-
try and more – all the day-
to-day activities Ethel resi-
dents would have done.  

For more information 
contact Don Philpott, presi-
dent of Wekiva Wilderness 
Trust, at 321-277-8442.

Continued from page 1A

Plan: Under Florida Statute, local governments can designate CRAs

Continued from page 1A

Cabins: Rebuilding brings history alive
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599
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Home Delivery + E-Edition $30* a Year.
*New or Renewal (Orange County) 

Name__________________________________________
Address________________________________________
City____________________________________________ 
State_________________ Zip______________________
Phone Number_________________________________
Amt. Enclosed_______________

Clip this coupon and bring it in or mail it to:  The Apopka Chief

C A R D S

• In Depth Business & Economic News
• Social & Political Changes • Park & Recreational News 

• School & Youth Sports • Advertising Opportunities
• Elementary & Middle School Updates in Chief Junior 

• Developments that can aff ect you and your familywww.TheApopkaChief.com
Subscribe, Renew or Pay Online!

The Voice of the Community Since 1922

News that can affect you 
and your family

Get important news 
when it happens!

Like us on 
Facebook

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 
P.O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 32704-0880

407-886-2777 • Fax 407-889-4121
E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com

Ads@TheApopkaChief.com
Read page by page anytime, 
anywhere and on any device.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

The 
Apopka 
Chief

Got EVENTS?
PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777, 
or email news@theapopkachief.com

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199
 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041
 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898

Holiness 
         End Time Word Ministry
         407-369-0148 
          St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380
Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322
Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110
 Dayspring Community 
 

 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288
Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
          386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

What is the shortest 
verse in the Bible?

(See message above.)
Of all the things 

which bolster our faith, 
one of the most 
powerful is the sublime 
beauty and power of 
nature.

Almost everyone is 
moved by a beautiful 
sunset, or the starry sky 
on a clear night. 

Who can fathom 
how all of this came to 
be? Scientists try, in 
their own way, to 
understand nature in all 
its complexity, and those 
of us who consider 
ourselves students of 
science enjoy delving 
into it precisely because 
the more we learn about 
nature’s intricacies, the 
stronger our faith 
becomes. 

Some fear that too 
much science and 
philosophy will turn 

people into atheists, or 
at least agnostics, and 
while this may on 
occasion be true, the 
reverse is more likely to 
be the case. 

That is, the more 
we delve into science, 
whether that be physics 
and chemistry, or 
biology and psychology, 
the more awestruck we 
are. 

Philosophy and 
science often begin in 
wonder, and because 
there is no end to the 
study of natural 
phenomena – we can 
never know everything 
there is to know about 
any  sub j ec t  –  
contemplation of nature 
properly ends in 
reverence.

 
Christopher Simon

02/07/25

Praise him, Sun & Moon 

“Praise him, sun 
and moon; praise 
him, all you 
shinning stars.”
Psalm 148:3 NIV

Praise him, Sun & Moon 

(See message above.)
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while this may on 
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reverse is more likely to 
be the case. 

That is, the more 
we delve into science, 
whether that be physics 
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biology and psychology, 
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are. 

Philosophy and 
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wonder, and because 
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PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

GLENNA E. BOETCHER, 95, of Zanesville, Ohio and previous-
ly of Zellwood, FL, passed away on February 2. Born on October 19, 
1929, daughter of Orville and Mary White Maxwell. Glenna is preceded 
in death by: husband, Virgil E. Boetcher; brothers, Virgil (Nellie) Maxwell, 
Chester (Ina Mae) Maxwell; sisters, Violet (Don) Russi, Wilda (Wally) 
Lautenschleager, Kay (Robert) Montgomery. She is survived by: sons, 
Randy Boetcher, Steven (Kendra) Boetcher; four grandchildren; five 
great grandsons. 

...

Obituaries

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries

Do you have church news 
you would like us to publicize? 

407-886-2777, fax 407-889-4121,  
or email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms:
www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief &  
The Planter at

1. Is the book of 3 Tim-
othy (KJV) in the Old or 
New Testament or neither?

2. Who said, “Lo, I dwell 
in a house of cedars but the 
ark of the covenant ... re-
maineth under curtains”? 
David, Nathan, Saul, Sol-
omon

3. From Numbers 12, 
why was Miriam shut out 
of camp for seven days? 
Ungodly act, Leprous, 
Fasting, Lent

4. Who took David in as 
his own after the slaying of 
Goliath? Jonathan, Solo-
mon, Saul, Eliakim

5. About how tall was 
Goliath in approximate cu-
bits? 3, 4, 5, 6

6. Upon which mountain 
did Aaron die? Hor, Carm-
el, Pisgah, Sinai

ANSWERS: 1) Neither, 
2) David, 3) Leprous, 4) 
Saul, 5) Six, 6) Hor

Sharpen your under-
standing of scripture with 
Wilson Casey’s latest book, 
“Test Your Bible Knowl-
edge,” available in book-
stores and online.
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Miriam was shut 
out of camp
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Ottati named to dean’s list 
Ansley Ottati of Apop-

ka, seeking a bachelor of 
science in veterinary health 
science, was named to the 
Lincoln Memorial Univer-
sity dean’s list for fall 2024, 
according to a press release 

from the university. 
To be placed on the 

dean’s list, the student must 
be a full-time undergradu-
ate and have a 3.5 or high-
er grade-point-average for 
the semester. Over 700 stu-

dents were recognized for 
high academic achieve-
ment.

Lincoln Memorial  
University is located in 
Harrogate, Tenn.

or Bryan Nelson, special music, reception 
for attendees, and more. 

Volume 3 of the booklet “Celebrat-
ing Legends of Apopka” will also be avail-
able for purchase at this event. The Apop-
ka Youth Council and the Museum of the 
Apopkans will be partnering together for 

this year’s Black History Month Book 
Project. This collaboration will celebrate 
and recognize those whose contributions 
have left an impact on Apopka and sur-
rounding areas.

Email Stephen Cribb, city special proj-
ect manager, at scribb@apopka.net for ad-
ditional information about this event.

Continued from page 1A

Event: City is compiling third volume 
of historic community legends

The Orange Audubon Soci-
ety is organizing “Conservation of 
the Unique Wekiva Wild and Scenic 
River System” by Ashley Konon on 
Thursday, February 20, at 7 p.m. at 
the Harry P. Leu Gardens, 1920 North 
Forest Ave., Orlando, in the Camellia 
Room. 

What are the exceptional qual-
ities that earned the Wekiva Riv-
er its designation as a national Wild 
and Scenic River, one of only two 
in Florida and 200 around the coun-

try? Ashley Konon, the  river ambas-
sador for the Wekiva Wild and Scenic 
River system, will present for Orange 
Audubon Society on February 20th 
and showcase the innovative pro-
grams and projects dedicated to pre-
serving this river’s beauty for future 
generations. 

Konon has a degree in Ani-
mal Science from the University of 
Vermont, has been a zookeeper at 
three zoos, a kayak guide on the In-
dian River Lagoon and is passionate 

about connecting people with nature 
through her work or hobbies, includ-
ing photography, kayaking, paddle 
boarding, painting, biking, and camp-
ing.  In her role as river ambassador, 
she focuses on conservation efforts 
and promoting the health of the Weki-
va River system. 

The event is free and no reserva-
tions are necessary.

For additional  information, call 
407-637-2525.

Samara White of Apopka was among 
the more than 8,700 undergraduate stu-
dents at the University of Iowa named to 
the dean’s list for the 2024 fall semester, 

according to the university’s press release. 
The University of Iowa has over 200 

areas of study to choose from, and is locat-
ed in Iowa City, IA.

White is named to dean’s list

Orange Audubon Society organizing 
‘Conservation of the Unique Wekiva Wild’
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on page
2B of this 
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Solutions can be found on page 10A of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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FOUND ON PAGE 2B
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Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Events & Entertainment

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Events & Entertainment 

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Every Monday: Darts 7pm
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm
Wednesday: Dinner Specials
Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker 7pm
Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Jes Farnsworth 7pm
Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
 Johnny & the Moondawgs 7pm 
Sunday: BIG GAME Day Buckets of Beer, 2 for 1 Flatbreads 

Every Monday: Darts 7pm
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm
Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker 7pm
Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT Jes Farnsworth 7pm
Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
 Johnny & the Moondawgs 7pm 
Sunday: BIG GAME Day Buckets of Beer, 2 for 1 Flatbreads

Enjoy Live Entertainment Friday & Saturday 7 pm
Sunday, Big Game Day Specials 

During the Game, Dine-in Only 
Lunch Specials Every Day 12 pm - 3 pm $9.95

Enjoy Live Entertainment Friday & Saturday 7 pm
Sunday, Big Game Day Specials 

During the Game, Dine-in Only 
Lunch Specials Every Day 12 pm - 3 pm $9.95

108 S. Park 
Ave, Suite 100 
Apopka, FL 32703

essentialeyecareoptical.com
407-893-2733

Dr. David Dada, Owner

20% OFF YOUR 
ENTIRE ORDER

EXP. 02/28/25
Can not be combined with insurance. 

Call for more details.

COME 
SEE US 
AT OUR

NEW 
LOCATION!

Limitations apply. See geico.com formore details. GEICO& affiliates.
Washington, DC 20076©2025GEICO. 21_662671044

CALL.
SWITCH.
SAVE.

ZacharyIngram
407-551-4350
geico.com/apopka-ingram
¡HablamosEspañol!

Limitations apply. See geico.com formore details. GEICO& affiliates.
Washington, DC 20076©2025GEICO. 21_662671044

CALL.
SWITCH.
SAVE.

ZacharyIngram
407-551-4350
geico.com/apopka-ingram
¡HablamosEspañol!

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

Need to 
send or 

receive a 
FAX?

AOS
Apopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave.,  
Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

is located in the same 
building as

The Apopka Chief & 
The Planter newspapers.
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SCHOOL BEGAN AUGUST 
12 – Traffi c patterns will change.  
Stormy weather comes and goes! 
Be careful with your umbrellas. 
And always watch out for those 
school childrden ... and ducks. 
DON’T TEXT WHILE DRIVING - 
Please! YOU WILL PAY A FINE.

Children must be fi ve years old 
on or before September 1 to start 
kindergarten. To enter fi rst grade, 
a child must be six years old on or 
before September 1 and must have 
successfully completed kindergar-
ten (Florida Statute 1003.21). Im-
munizations must be current.

UNLESS CHANGED: School Start 
Times for Elementary School & 
K-8:  8;45 a.m., Middle School: 
9:30 a.m., High school: 7:20 a.m.

City of Apopka’s Northwest Recre-
ation Complex, 3710 Jason Dwell-
ey Parkway, Apopka 32712, 407-
703-1784. On any given weekend, 
you can see many, many families 
in attendance at the beautiful com-
plex setting participating in various 
organized sport programs, 
     Amenities at the complex in-
clude: Soccer Fields, Softball 
Fields, Baseball Fields, Multi-
Purpose Fields, Sand Volleyball 
Courts, Outdoor Basketball Courts, 
Tennis Courts, Walking Trail, Am-
phitheater, Playground, Conces-
sion Stands.

11-mile wildlife drive (complete 
with directional signs) (opened in 
2015) on Lake Apopka shores, by 
entering from Lust Road off Binion 
Road, about a mile south of Camp 
Wewa in the Plymouth area, for 
one-way drive, 10 miles per hour, 
with possible wildlife spotting 
stops. DO NOT FEED THE GA-
TORS - IT MAY CAUSE CLOSING 
OF THE TRAIL If you are stopping, 
drive will take more than 1 hour. 
Drive runs by canals used in muck-
farming days. The one-way drive 
exits on Jones Road in Zellwood. 
You will see a freshwater marsh 
system and wildlife dependent on 
that type of system. The drive is 
open on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays and federal holidays and 
is controlled by the county. Open 
during daylight hours only (one 
hour after sunrise and one hour 
before sunset). Offi cial sunrise and 
sunset hours can be found online.  
The road is closed on other days 
due to ongoing restoration work. 
The trail is 11 miles long. 

WEKIWA SPRINGS STATE PARK 
is a 7,000-acre Florida State Park 
in Apopka, Florida. It is located 20 
minutes north of Orlando, off Inter-
state 4 at exit 94, near Altamonte 
Springs and Longwood. The park 
also contains the head water of 
the Wekiva River. Address: 1800 
Wekiwa Circle, Apopka 32712, 
open from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. For infor-

mation, call 407-884-4311

FRAN CARLTON CENTER 
for seniors - senior activities at

Fran Carlton Center.
 CALL 407-703-1642 
FOR INFORMATION.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, FRI-
DAYS at 9:00 a.m. at 11 N. Forest 
Ave., at the Fran Carlton Center.. 
Call 407-703-1642 for information.
.
CENTRAL FL CHRISTIAN CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE, 1806 S 
Bay St., Eustis, has Fellowship 
Friday meetings. For complete 
details of all chamber events, visit 
cfchristianchamber.com/events-
chamber.Contact: latrondra@cf-
christianchamber.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8

VFW POST 10147 continues to 
have its fund raising breakfast on 
the third Saturday each month.  
Next one is Feb. 15, 2025 from 
8-10 a.m. at 519 S. Central Av-
enue. Cost is only $7.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Satur-
day, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 122 E. FIFTH 
STREET, APOPKA. Managed by 
Apopka Historical Society. Call 
407-703-1624 for info.

AVIAN RECONDITIONING CEN-
TER, for birds of prey, 323 Lester 
Rd., Apopka, hours: 9:30-1:30 
p.m., The center is open on Sat-
urdays to the public, weather 
permitting. Call 407-461-1056 for 
information.

 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10

FITNESS CLASS, MONDAYS 
9-10 a.m. 11 N. Forest Ave at Fran 
Carlton Center. Pre-register. Call 
407-703-1642 for info.

CRAFTS & CHATTER: 9:30-12 
noon. Fran Carlton Center, 11 N 
Forest Ave. Masks not required. 
Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642 for 
info.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS 
meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Epis-
copal Church of the Holy Spirit, 601 
S. Highland Avenue. If you have a 
problem with food – overeating, 
anorexia, bulimia – there is a solu-
tion for you. For more information, 
visit OA.org or call Carrie 781-867-
1071.
.
TOASTMASTERS: Apopka Foli-
age Toastmasters #840, meets 
Wednesdays promptly at 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m., in person and zoom at 
the Museum of Apopkans, 122 E. 
5th St., Apopka, 32703. Call 407-
765-2629 for information.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 11

THE SERTOMA CLUB meets the 
fi rst and third Tuesday of each 
month, beginning at 11:30-noon, 
at Beef ‘O’ Brady’s in The Back 
Room, 1410 Rock Springs Rd., 
Apopka.  Interested communitiy 
members are encouraged to at-
tend and get acquainted. Meetings 
have resumed on fi rst and third 
Tuesdays. Masks are encouraged.

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave. at Fran 
Carlton Center. Masks no longer 
required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info

ART CLASS.  9:30-12 noon. Fran 
Carlton Center, 11 N Forest Ave. 
Masks required. Temperature 
taken. Pre-register. Call 407-703-
1642 for info

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12

The Altamonte Springs / Apopka 
VFW POST 10147. is NOW OPEN 
Wednesday and Saturday Morn-
ings from (TIME CHANGE) 8:00 to 
10:00 a.m. for coffee and dough-
nuts. (other hours by appointment 
only). 3rd Saturday of the month 
is VFW’s fundraising breakfast, 
Also, evenings of Tribute music 
are planned. Call 407-889-8266, 
or email info@vfwpost10147.com 
for information. The VFW Auxiliary 
has been formed and is active as 
well. Don’t forget to visit its excel-
lent Military Museum.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran 
Carlton Center. Masks no longer 
required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info..

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 10-11 
a.m., Billie Dean Community Cen-
ter, 225 M.A. Board St., . Masks 
are no longer required/ Pre-regis-
ter. Call 407-703-1642 for info

CITY OF APOPKA DRC (Develop-
ment Review Committee) meets 
every Wednesday at 9 a.m.-10 
a.m. (or as long as necessary) 
at City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka. Check for the online ver-
sion.

BRIDGE CLASS. 10:15 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(approximately) at Fran Carlton 
Center, 11 N Forest Ave. Masks 
are no longer required. Call 407-
703-1642 for info.

TOPS CHAPTER #646. (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly), TOPS, a non-
profi t organization, will help you 
reach a weight goal with support 
from friendly, caring members, ed-
ucation, and rewards. Each Thurs-
day weigh-in begins at 9:00 a.m. – 
meeting ends at 10:15 a.m.. Come 
to its NEW location 220 W. Horatio 
Avenue, Maitland, FL 32751 to 

meet with others who have a like-
minded goal to lose weight. No 
products, no specifi c diet to follow, 
no meds. Call 407-580-0897 for 
more information.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS,  Open 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays, 12 noon-5 p.m. and Sat-
urday 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 122 E Fifth St. 
407-703-1642 for info.

EARLY BIRD BINGO at Bahia 
Shrine Center, 3101 E. Semoran 
Blvd.. Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
the early bird game starts at 6 p.m. 
For more information, call 407-660-
8811.

TOASTMASTERS: still meeting 
every WEDNESDAY, 7:00 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m., by zoom. For more infor-
mation, call 407-765-2629 or visit 
www.Apopkatoastmasters.com.

.THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the 
Fran Carlton Center. Masks are no 
longer required. Pre-register. Call 
407-703-1642 for info.

ROTARY CLUB OF APOPKA - For 
information, call 407-415-6588. 
Call for updated information on 
meetings and location.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS,  Open 
from noon to 5 p.m. on Wednes-
days, Thursdays, Fridays, and Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 120 E 
Fifth St. Call 407-703-1624 for info.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10 
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the 
Fran Carlton Center. Masks are no 
longer required. Pre-register. Call 
407-703-1642 for info.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday Sounds, Saturday, Feb-
ruary 15 at NW Recreation Com-
plex Amphitheatre with Chubby 
Carrier and the Bayou Swamp 
Band from 5-7 p.m. 

Rotary Club of Apopka is working 
on their 24th annual fair at Kit Land 
Nelson Park, February 27-March 2

.
ONGOING EVENTS

Florida Railroad Museum, 101 S. 
Boyd Street, Winter Garden, is 
open Tuesday-Saturday, 11-3 each 
week excluding holidays. For info, 
call 407-656-0559. . Must see.
  
CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS are 
public and will also be broadcast 
on this shortened link: https://bit.
ly/2ABrmsb, and are normally held 
the fi rst Wednesday at 1:30 p.m., 
and third Wednesday at 7 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers, City 
Hall, 120 E. Main St., Apopka. 
Subject to change with notice. For 

info., call City Clerk 407-703-1704. 
Agenda and minutes of meeting 
can be found online. Once posted, 
check for any revisions by Tuesday 
at 5 p.m. before the meeting 

FOLIAGE GARDEN CLUB OF AP-
OPKA, meets the fi rst Thursday of 
each month, September through 
May, at 9:45 a.m. at the Alonza 
William Park / Billie Dean Com-
munity Center, 225 M.A. Board St., 
Apopka. Contact: apopkafgca@
gmail.com. NO MEETINGS JUNE-
AUGUST.

FREE PLANT CLINIC in Apopka 
is open on Tuesdays. Do you have 
problems with your plants or lawn? 
Let a Master Gardener help. Or-
ange County residents can bring 
their questions and samples to 
UF/IFAS Extension Master Gar-
dener volunteers at the UF/IFAS 
Mid-Florida Research Educa-
tion Center (MREC), 2725 Binion 
Road, Apopka, 32703; 9 a.m.-12 
Tuesdays; 407-254-9200. Ques-
tions and photos can be emailed to 
orangecomgv@ifas.ufl .edu. to be 
answered by Master Gardeners. 
A free plant clinic for commercial 
growers is open Tuesdays 1-4 p.m.  
at the same location.
 
KIWANIS CLUB OF APOPKA IS 
now meeting MONTHLY on the 
3rd Tuesday at 8 a.m. at Seacoast 
Bank, 345 E Main Street, Apopka. 
Contact 407-464-4606 for infor-
mation 

BROWN BAG LUNCH - Third Sat-
urday of each month, Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Spirit at the 
corner of Highland and 6th St., 
Apopka, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., of-
fer to all who come a brown bag 
lunch. In addition, men’s socks, fl ip 
fl ops, stuffed animals, some cloth-
ing, children’s books and pet food 
which is donated by My Pet World, 
Apopka, may be available. If inter-
ested in volunteering, call Debbie 
at 407-620-5081 for information.

APOPKA FOLIAGE TOASTMAS-
TER’S CLUB, Wednesdays, 7 
p.m., on Zoom, Apopka. 407-765-
2629.

NWOC FFA Alumni – Monthly 
meetings (usually the 4th Mon-
day evening in a month during the 
school year) are open to anyone. 
(Looking for more information)                        

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, 122 E 
5th Street, Hours open: Wednesay 
to Friday. from noon-5 p.m., and 
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m... Ad-
mission is free. Contains displays 
and information about Apopka’s 
history, and has history books for 
sale. Monthly meetings of Apopka 
Historical Society are normally held 
on a Sunday afternoon. For more 
information, go to www.theapopka-
museum.com.

THE APOPKA ELKS LODGE 2422 
meets fi rst and third Tuesdays of 
month, 201 W. Orange. For more 
information, call 407-886-1600 or 
email apopkaelks@aol.com Bar 
Bingo every Monday night at 7 
p.m. promptly.

GFWC APOPKA WOMAN’S 
CLUB, meets at First Methodist 
Church, 201 N. Park Avenue. Call 
407-880-2111 for more informa-
tion.

CITY OF APOPKA PLANNING 
& ZONING - usually the second 
Tuesday of the month. 5:30 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, City Hall, 
120 E. Main St., Apopka. All meet-
ings open to the public. Subject to 
change with notice. For info., call 
David Moon, 407-703-1739. 

BRIDGE GAMES AND CLASSES: 
Every Monday and Friday morning 
at 9:15 a.m., at the Lake County 
Duplicate Bridge Club, 510 W. Key 
Ave., Eustis. For more information, 
call 352-315-9934 or visit lakedu-
plicate.com.   

NORTH ORANGE BRANCH 
LIBRARY HAS RE-OPENED. 
COMPUTER CLASSES in both 
English and Spanish: Available 
daily or weekly at OCLS North Or-
ange Branch.* Classes are: Com-
puter Basics, Excel, Word Resume 
Writing, Email for Seniors, ELLIS 
English Lab, Word, Online Job 
Searches, Power Point, Internet, 
Open Lab, How to use a mouse and 
keyboard, etc. Call OCLS North Or-
ange Branch* for more details.

HABITAT VOLUNTEERS: Go to 
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org, 
click on volunteers. There are a 
number of opportunities available 
at the Restores. Call  407-696-5855  
or 407-880-8881 to sign up for in-
formation.

***********
(OCLS) Orange County Public 
Library North Orange Branch Ad-
dress: 1211 E. Semoran Boule-
vard, Apopka 436 (Semoran) and 
Thompson Road. www.ocls.info. 

*Apopka Area Chamber of Com-
merce, 180 E. Main St., Apopka. 
For more info, call 407-886-1441

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
CALENDAR INFORMATION

Events, fund raisers, 
and non-profi t organizations

Info: fax 407-889-4121, or email 
ads@theapopkachief.com

Subscribe to The Apopka Chief 
E-Edition or Home Delivery

Call 407-886-2777 or 
Visit www.theapopkachief.com

In County: $30 with E-edition, or
$25 for just postal delivery. 

Out-of-County: $35 with E-Edition 
or $30 for postal delivery

....
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 Mrs. Meg-
gett has a recipe 
for Chicken Per-
loo in her Gullah 
Geechee Home 
Cooking. She 
says, “Many of 
the one-pot rice 
dishes in the 
Lowcountry and the South can trace their 
origins back to west Africa. There’s jollof 
rice in West Africa, jambalaya in Louisi-
ana, and here in the Lowcountry? We’ve 
got red rice and chicken perloo. Chick-
en perloo has a lot of the same Europe-
an and African cooking styles you fi nd in 
dishes like Spanish paella and Ghana-
ian jollof rice. However, tender chicken, 
broth, and perfectly fl uffed rice make this 
a true Lowcountry dish.”
 From our friends in Plains, Georgia, 
we are going to savor a couple of the 
recipes they have shared in the Plains 
Pot Pourri, which the Plains Jr. Wom-
an’s Club published in 1977. Their Junior 
Pledge states: “I pledge my loyalty of jun-
ior clubwoman by doing better than ever 
before, what work I have to do, by being 
prompt, honest, courteous; by living each 
day, trying to accomplish something, not 
merely to exist.” It states on the member-
ship page: Honorary Member; Mrs. Jim-
my Carter. We feel honored to have been 
the recipient of this lovely book of recipes 
so many years ago. There is a note that 
says, “This book came from Glenn and 
Geraldine Woodward.” As I recall when 
they gave us the book, they mentioned 
they were former residents of the Plains 
area.
 Mrs. Morris’ Crockpot Roast ‘n Noo-
dles from Plains Pot-Pourri takes six 
hours in the slow cooker and is terrifi c 
for the busy person who wants to have 
a lovely meal at the end of the day. You 
only need to add the noodles at the end 
of cooking, and that might take another  
15 minutes.
 From the book, Field to Feast, we 
have a wonderful fresh salad using 
baby greens, strawberries and lime vin-
aigrette. The recipe comes from Gary 
Wishnatzki, third generation owner of 
Wish Farms, who is the grandson of 
Russian immigrant Harris Wishnatzki, a 
fruit and vegetable pushcart peddler in 
1920s New York City. The summariza-
tion of this recipe says: “The citrusy tang 
of lime vinaigrette is a great match for 
the sweet strawberries. If you don’t like 
blue cheese, you can swap it for soft goat 
cheese, or leave it out altogether.”
 From Savannah Style, try the black 
bean soup. They instruct us to “use only 

a wooden spoon for stirring.” I don’t know 
why and have tried looking it up. Does 
anyone out there reading this know why 
they say to “use only a wooden spoon for 
stirring.”
 Dianne Barfi eld contributed a recipe 
for Jumbo Raisin Cookies to Plains Pot-
Pourri. It sounds delicious and will prob-
ably make a pretty large recipe.

EMILY MEGGETT’S 
CHICKEN PERLOO

Recipe from Gullah Geechee Home 
Cooking by Emily Meggett

6 tablespoons bacon grease or 
   vegetable oil
1/2 pound salt pork, cut into 
   1-inch chunks
1 cup roughly chopped onion
5 cups chicken broth
1 teaspoon Nature’s Seasons 
   (Morton’s Nature’s Seasons 
   Seasoning Blend)
1 teaspoon poultry seasoning
1 pound cooked chicken thighs, 
   skin removed and roughly chopped
2-1/2 cups long-grain white rice, 
   unrinsed
 1) In a large, heavy-bottomed pot, 
heat 2 tablespoons of the bacon grease 
or oil over high heat. Once the grease or 
oil is shimmering, add the salt pork and 
cook on high heat for 1 minute. Pour 
the remaining bacon grease or oil into 
the pot. Reduce the heat to medium-low 
and cook the salt pork for about 5 min-
utes, until browned. 2) Once browned, 
remove the salt pork from the pot and 
set aside. Leave enough oil to coat the 
bottom of the pot. Add the onion and fry 
for 1 minute. Return the cooked salt pork 
to the pot and cook the onion and salt 
pork together over low heat for about 5 
minutes, until onion just darkens. 3) Add 
the broth, Nature’s Seasons, and poultry 
seasoning and bring to a boil. 4) Once 
boiling, ad the chicken. Cook for about 
2 minutesn, then add the rice. Adjust the 
heat to medium-low and cook until most 
of the liquid has been absorbed, 10 to 15 
minutes. 5) If using a steamer, transfer 
the rice mixture to the top of the steamer, 
cover and steam over medium heat for 
about 20 minutes, until done. If you’re us-
ing the regular pot, continue to cook the 
rice mixture on medium-low heat for 20 
to 25 minutes, until the rice has absorbed 
all of the broth. Once done, stir the rice 
with a fork, and serve immediately.

MRS. KAYE MORRIS’ 
CROCK POT ROAST ‘N NOODLES
Recipe from PLAINS POT POURRI, 

Food Favorites of Plains, GA

2- to 3-pound beef roast
1 can Golden Cream of Mushroom  
   Soup
1 soup can of water
4 ounces uncooked noodles
Salt and pepper to taste
 Put seasoned roast, after being 
browned on each side in a frying pan, 
into the crock pot. Pour soup over the 
roast and add the water. Cover and cook 
on high until it comes to a good simmer. 
Turn to low and cook for 4 to 6 hours. 
About 15 minutes before serving, add 
noodles to BOTTOM of crock pot and 
cook on high.

GARY WISHNATZKI’S 
BABY GREENS WITH 

STRAWBERRIES AND LIME 
VINAIGRETTE

Recipe from
Field to Feast, by Pam Brandon, Katie 

Farmand, and Heather McPherson
3 tablespoons vegetable oil
1-1/2 tablespoons white-wine vinegar
1-1/2 tablespoons fresh lime juice
1 tablespoon honey
1/2 teaspoon coarse salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground 
   black pepper
8 cups lightly packed baby greens
1 pint strawberries, stemmed 
   and sliced
1/3 cup coarsely chopped red onion
6 tablespoons toasted and 
   chopped pecans
6 tablespoons crumbled blue cheese
6 tablespoons crumbled cooked 
   bacon
 1) Whisk together oil, vinegar, lime 
juice, honey, salt, and pepper. Set aside. 
2) Toss together baby greens, straw-
berries, and onion. Add vinaigrette and 
toss to coat. Top each serving with 1 ta-
blespoons pecans, 1 tablespoon blue 
cheese, and 1 tablespoon bacon.

BLACK BEAN SOUP
Recipe from Savannah Style, a 

Cookbook by The Junior League 
of Savannah, Inc.

1 pound black beans
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 medium ripe tomato
1 bay leaf
1/2 medium onion
1/2 medium green pepper
1 garlic clove, unpeeled and crushed
…
1/2 cup olive oil
1/2 medium onion, chopped
1/2 green pepper, chopped
1 garlic clove, minced
1 level teaspoon crushed oregano

1/4 teaspoon cumin
2 tablespoons wine vinegar
1 tablespoon salt
…
1/2 teaspoon hot sauce
2 tablespoons dry sherry
 1) Wash beans and discard imper-
fect ones. Place in a deep bowl and 
cover with water 2 inches above beans. 
Soak overnight. 2) Next day, pour beans 
into a 3 to 4 quart kettle with the same 
soaking water. If necessary, add more 
water so that beans will be covered one 
inch above. Add to the beans: 2 table-
spoons olive oil, whole tomato, bay leaf, 
1/2 onion, 1/2 green pepper, crushed 
garlic clove. Bring to a boil, then lower 
heat to moderate, cover and cook until 
beans are tender, about 1 hour. Use only 
a wooden spoon for stirring. Remove the 
bay leaf and what is left of the half on-
ion, tomato, pepper and garlic. 3) In a 
skillet, heat 1/2 cup olive oil and sauté 
the chopped onion and green pepper un-
til transparent. Add the garlic, crushed 
oregano, cumin, wine vinegar and salt. 
Stir to mix well and cook 2 minutes long-
er, then add to beans. Stir in hot sauce, 
cover and cook for a good half hour. Cor-
rect seasonings, and add sherry. Serve 
hot with cooked long grain white rice and 
raw chopped onions.

JUMBO RAISIN COOKIES
Recipe from PLAINS POT POURRI,

 Food Favorites of Plains, GA
2 cups raisins
1 cup water
3-1/2 cups all-purpose fl our
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon nutmeg
1 cup shortening
1-3/4 cup sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 cup nuts, chopped
 Place raisins and water in sauce-
pan, bring to a boil and boil three min-
utes. Cool. Do not drain. Mix dry ingre-
dients and sift together. Cream shorten-
ing and sugar. Beat in eggs. Stir in raisins 
and liquid. Add vanilla. Gradually stir in 
fl our mixture, blending well. Stir in nuts. 
Drop from tablespoon two inches apart 
on greased cookie sheets. Bake 12 to 
15 minutes at 375 degrees. Makes 2-1/2 
dozen large cookies.

One-pot rice dish makes a delicious rice and chicken perloo

View Kitchen Kapers by Nancy
online at

www.theapopkachief.com/recipes 

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy
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Get into the Mardi Gras spirit 
early with a performance by Chubby 
Carrier & The Bayou Swamp Band at 
the next Saturday Sounds Concert Se-
ries.

The concert will take place on 
Saturday, February 15, from 5-7 p.m, 
at the Apopka Amphitheater, 3710 Ja-

son Dwelley Parkway, Apopka. 
Considered one of the best 

Zydeco bands of all time, Chubby 
Carrier started The Bayou Swamp 
Band in 1989. The band toured the 
United States, Canada and Europe, 
playing festivals, fairs, and music 
venues all over the world.

In 2010 Chubby won a Grammy 
Award for Best Zydeco or Cajun al-
bum of the year. In 2011, he was in-
ducted into the Louisiana Music Hall 
of Fame. 

Chubby is the third generation 
Zydeco artist to come out of the Car-
rier’s family.

Get into Mardi Gras spirit with Chubby 
Carrier and The Bayou Swamp Band

The Apopka Chief & The Planter  
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Take back your weekends. The 
businesses in our service directory 
are here to handle all of your home 

improvement needs.

Check out the 
Service Directory Pages

D-I-WHY?

KEEP THOSE 
WHEELS ROLLING... 

napaonline.com
407-889-5222

250 E. 3rd St., 
Suite B, Apopka

404-656-4141

13202 W. Colonial Dr., 
Winter Garden
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GLENN JOINER & SON, INC
NATIONALLY KNOWN, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1937

SPONSOR OF 
CHASE ELLIOT 

CAR #9

Import • Domestic Tractor • Golf Cart 
Marine • Heavy Truck • Light Truck
Lawn Mower • Industrial Supplies 
Paint & Body Supplies 
All Car Care Needs 
New & Old
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Winter Garden
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CHASE ELLIOT 

CAR #9

Import • Domestic Tractor • Golf Cart 
Marine • Heavy Truck • Light Truck
Lawn Mower • Industrial Supplies 
Paint & Body Supplies 
All Car Care Needs 
New & Old

FAIR • HONEST 
DEPENDABLE

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 8 -5:30 • Closed Saturday
407-880-35301012 E. Semoran Blvd.  Apopka

CERTIFIED AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

Serving Satisfi ed Customers 
Since 1987

• Wheel Balance & 
 Alignments 
• Tune Ups • Brakes 
• Shocks 
• Fuel Injection 
 Service Oil Change 
• C.V. Joints 
• Tires

St. Reg. 
#MV05682

C A R D Swww.JandKautomotiveinc.com
Become a Fan on Facebook: J & K Automotive
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Now Offering ANYWHERECARE
National Limited Warranty

& 24-Hr. Roadside Assistance

Automotive
J & K

Now Hiring 
Mechanic

“If you’re on a mission to fi x your transmission call...”

A T W
ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & Total Car Care Company

• Transmission • Clutches • CV Axles 
• Foreign & Domestic • Check Engine 

& Dashboard Warning Lights

“If you’re on a mission to fi x your transmission call...”

A T W
ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & Total Car Care Company

1Se Habla Español • Transmission • Clutches • CV Axles 
• Foreign & Domestic • Check Engine 

& Dashboard Warning Lights

Se Habla Español

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300

alltransmissionworld.com

12939 W. Colonial Dr., 
Winter Garden. 34787

407-877-7600

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300

alltransmissionworld.com

12939 W. Colonial Dr., 
Winter Garden. 34787

407-877-7600

2024 
Maverick

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Off er includes dealer discount and manufacturer rebate. Residency restrictions apply. 
See salesperson for qualifi cations and complete details. Off er ends 2/3/2025.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Save
$1,000 off  Many!

2024 
Maverick

Off er includes dealer discount and manufacturer rebate. Residency restrictions apply. 
See salesperson for qualifi cations and complete details. Off er ends 2/3/2025.

Save
$1,000 off  Many!

Chances are you’ve 
invested thousands of 
dollars in your vehicle, 
so properly maintain-
ing it is important. All 
Transmission World 
would like to make sure 
you’re on track to keep 
your vehicle running 
better and for longer.

The professionals 
at All Transmission 
World know that keep-
ing an eye on everyday 
wear and tear can stop 
small problems from 
becoming expensive 
headaches. Whether 
it’s engine failure or a 
blown tire, no one wants 
to think about having 
their car break down. 
But in a matter of sec-
onds, you can go from 
making your way to your 
destination to limping to 
the side of the road.  

“Regular vehicle 
maintenance provides 
so many benefits in-
cluding improved fuel 
efficiency, increased 
safety by ensuring criti-
cal systems like brakes 
and lights function prop-
erly, extend your vehicle 
lifespan, improve per-
formance, reduced risk 
of costly breakdown, 
and give you a higher 
resale value because of 
a solid maintenance his-
tory,” stated All Trans-
mission World service 
manager Michael Leon.

All Transmission 
World prides them-
selves on decades of 
service to the communi-
ty. They proved friendly 
service and will always 
take the time to listen 
to your concerns. Their 
knowledgeable techni-
cians will prove you’re 
in the right hands by an-
swering any questions 
you have. 

Located in Apopka 
and Winter Garden, All 
Transmission World 
has been proudly serv-
ing the Greater Orlando 
area (Orange, Osceo-
la, Seminole, and Lake 
counties) since 1982. 
Their goal has always 
been to provide out-
standing customer ser-
vice while delivering a 
quality product at an af-
fordable price, support-
ed by an iron-clad war-
ranty. 

They are first and 
foremost the local trans-
mission specialists. 
With over 300 parts, hy-
draulic systems, electri-
cal systems, and com-
puter-controlled op-
erations, today’s drive 
trains are notably so-
phisticated. The tech-
nicians and re-build-
ers at All Transmis-
sion World  spend 
many hours at home 
and on the job staying 
up to date with the latest 
products and changes 
to transmissions com-
ing from the automotive 
industry.

Some of the most 
frequently asked trans-
mission questions are 
listed below along with 
Al l  Transmission 

World’s responses:
• “What should my 

transmission fl uid look 
like?” – When check-
ing the fl uid level, take a 
few seconds to observe 
its color and consisten-
cy. Healthy fl uid is clear 
and has a pink or red-
dish tint. If the transmis-
sion fl uid appears dark 
brown or exudes a burnt 
odor, the transmission is 
slipping.

• “What should I do 
if I have a transmission 
leak?” – Fluid leaks are 
signs of trouble. Check 
the underside of the 
transmission casing for 
wetness and the ground 
directly below the trans-
mission. Catch the leak 
early and the only ex-
pense you may have is a 
front or rear seal. Leave 
the leak unattended and 
extended damage to the 
transmission can result 
in and lead to a much 
higher repair bill.

• “How do I know if 
my transmission is slip-
ping?” – Slipping is the 
most common driving 
symptom of transmis-
sion trouble. When the 
transmission slips, the 
gear changes become 
drawn out and a slight 

hesitation is felt as the 
shifts occur. A vehicle 
owner should NOT de-
lay in having the prob-
lem checked. This con-
dition usually signals 
an internal failure in the 
transmission.

Over the years, cus-
tomers who have en-
joyed their quality ser-
vice and products have 
clamored for All Trans-
mission World to offer 
many other automotive 
repairs, from oil chang-
es to brakes to complete 
engine rebuilds. They 
slowly introduced these 
new services store by 
store to ensure that their 
techs had the proper 
training and could deliv-
er the same high quality 
that their loyal custom-
ers have come to ex-
pect.  For many years 
now, All Transmission 
World is proud to say 
they provide complete 
automotive repairs.

Be sure to visit their 
website. It provides a 
lot of information about 
transmissions, as well 
as other automotive in-
formation. Give it a look 
at Al lTransmission-
World.com.

Advertisement

All Transmission World is a Total Car Care 
Shop serving cars, trucks, and company fl eets

To keep you and your loved ones safe on the road, take your car to an auto 
repair shop that is widely known for their superior service and expertise. Visit 
All Transmission World, conveniently located at 1150 E. Semoran Boulevard in 
Apopka. Call them today at 407-880-9300.

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777  
to find out about our Business Profile program.  

Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!
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