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Mayor addresses
long-term plan for

S.R. 436 flooding

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Enactment of the city’s
long-term flood mitigation
solution for the S.R. 436/
Piedmont-Wekiwa  Road
area has been “progress-
ing,” but won’t be set up in
time for this year’s Atlan-
tic hurricane season, said
Mayor Bryan Nelson.

That long-term solu-
tion is to build out a pipe
system from the area to
the Cleveland Street wa-
ter treatment plant, using
a $2.5 million grant from
the state Department of
Environmental Protection
(DEP). The city is in the
middle of applying for an-
other $2-million state grant.

The city already has an
easement from Utilities Inc.
and the city of Altamonte
Springs that runs their ex-
cess reclaimed water to the
city of Apopka’s Cleve-
land Street water treatment
plant.

“It just would make
logical sense if we could ei-
ther use one of their pipes,
combine their two, or at
least we’ve got the ease-
ment to run an additional
pipe to take that excess wa-
ter off of Border Lake, take

it to our plant to process it,
and turn that into reclaimed
water as well,” Nelson said
in a Monday, Feb. 10, in-
terview with The Apopka
Chief.

Nelson explained that
of all the lakes in the S.R.
436 area, Bear Lake has the
highest elevation, meaning
that the excess water begins
in that body, then floods
down to Border Lake, flow-
ing to Lake Cortez and then
Lake Ruden, the lake at the
Piedmont Plaza shopping
center, and finally into Lake
Page and Lake Pleasant.

Devising a long-term
plan to mitigate flooding is
a matter of getting the DEP
and the St. Johns River Wa-
ter Management District on
board with the concept of
the plan, especially since
“we can’t wait till Border
Lake is at flooding levels to
start to take it down. We’ve
got to start much earlier,”
Nelson said.

The timeline for con-
structing the actual pipe
system is yet to be deter-
mined, Nelson said. He ac-
knowledged that the long-
term solution can’t be es-
tablished in time for this

See FLOOD Page 8A
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City reviews next steps in Golden
Gem pond’s restoration after sinkhole

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City
Council received an up-
date on the city’s restora-
tion plan for making the
250-million-gallon Golden
Gem reclaimed water pond
functional again following
the formation of a sinkhole
last year.

At the City Council’s
Wednesday, Feb. 5, meet-
ing, Da Huo, utility design
manager at the city’s public
service department, walked
the City Council through
an overview of the Golden
Gem reclaimed water pond,
including its history, the
sinkhole formation, and the
recommended next steps.

The Golden Gem re-
claimed water pond is a
102.79-acre pond located
at 3513 Golden Gem Road,
Apopka, off S.R. 429. The
pond is 4.3 miles from
Rock Springs at Kelly Park;
all the groundwater in the
Golden Gem area ends up
in Rock Springs, where the
city has conducted most of
its water testing.

The reclaimed water
pond is divided into three
sections — northern, central
and southern — and was de-

See POND Page 8A

Dated August 2024, this photo shows the process of filling the sinkhole that
formed early last year in the northern section of the Golden Gem reclaimed water
pond. The photo was part of the slideshow presentation about the Golden Gem
pond’s restoration at the Feb. 5 Apopka City Council meeting.

The completely filled smkhole in the Golden Gem reclalmed water pond ﬁnlshed
in September 2024, was also part of the above slideshow presentation about the

pond.

City shows appreciation for crossing guards

From Staff Reports

The city of Apopka cel-
ebrated Crossing Guard Ap-
preciation Day in Florida on
Friday, Feb. 7, with elect-
ed officials and city police
meeting on-duty crossing
guards and later awarding
them with certificates for
their contributions.

“We are honoring the
men and women who en-
sure students have a safe
journey to and from school.
Crossing guards are out
there every day during the
week to get us safely across
the street. They keep our
children safe from traf-
fic throughout the year—

See GUARDS Page 7A

Apopka police ofﬁcers talked with and thanked C|ty crossing guards on Crossmg
Guard Appreciation Day on Friday, Feb. 7. Photo courtesy of Apopka Police De-

partment/Facebook.

Apopka Fair will raise money for community

This 2021 file photo shows children enjoying the swings at the Apopka Fair.

From Staff Reports

Organized by the Rota-
ry Club of Apopka Founda-
tion, Inc. and supported by
the city of Apopka, the 24th
Apopka Fair will take place
Feb. 27 through March 2 at
Kit Land Nelson Park.

Proceeds raised from
the fair directly benefit the
Apopka Rotary Club and
Apopka Rotary Foundation,
a 501(c)3 organization sup-
porting over 40 local and in-
ternational charities. Youth-
oriented clubs are included.

There will be carnival
rides, live music, merchan-
dise, vendors, food, and
craft beer, cider and wine.

Fair hours are Thurs-

Council revisits
development
moratorium topic

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The topic of impos-
ing a moratorium on up-
coming  developments
was brought up again at
the Wednesday, Feb. 5,
City Council meeting,
this time pertaining to re-
storing the Golden Gem
reclaimed water pond
following a sinkhole for-
mation there in January
2024.

During his city attor-

rd reminded the commis-
sioners and Mayor Bryan
Nelson about the morato-
rium process.

According to Shepa-
rd, a moratorium can only
be created with a valid
purpose, something the
City Council can work-
shop for feedback; the
city must have a timeline
for when the moratorium
will end, recommend-
ed at most after one full

ney report, Cliff Shepa- See CITY Page 12A
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Apopka Event of the Week

Tea Social Hour for adults will be held in
the meeting room of the North Orange
Branch Library, 1211 E Semoran Blvd., on
Wed., Feb. 19, from 5-6 p.m., for those
who need to unwind. Listen to music,
snag a sweet treat with your cup of tea,
relax, and chat while the library provides
a creative art activity.

The Apopka Chief

February 14, 2025, Page 2A

Opinion

lisher.

John started this process in 2022
when he met with J.C. Derrick of
Mainstreet Daily News, an Apopka
resident who is the incoming pub-

Editorial is about the continued
publication of The Apopka Chief and
introduction of its new publisher.

The Apop

ka Chief

A weekly newspaper founded in 1923

Publisher Emeritus Publisher Marketing Director
John Ricketson T. Jerrod Ricketson Jackie Trefcer
Mar. 5,1940 - July 16, 2024 Reporters
Consultant Emeritus Teresa Sargeant General Mgr Emeritus
John Peery Marshall Tempest Neoma Knox

Mar. 28 1956 - Oct. 12, 2023

Feb. 12,1929 - Sept. 18, 2021

The Apopka Chief will
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The 2011 book “Tales of the
Big Potato” includes a two-page
history of The Apopka Chief. It re-
counts the current Chief’s found-
ing in 1923 and the six owners who
have published the paper over the
last century, including the late John
Ricketson.

“The local newspaper belongs
to the people it serves, and we, the
current owners/management, are
temporarily in charge,” Ricketson
said in the book. “If we do our job
right, then long after we are gone,
local newspapers will be here as a
viable product that has been and
is important to the growth of the
greater Apopka area.”

As you know, John finished his
race as caretaker last July. Today
marks the formal end for the rest of
the Ricketson family, Eileen, Joe
and Jerry, who have sold the busi-
ness to Mainstreet Daily News,

a subsidiary of Orlando-based
MARC Media.

John and Eileen Ricketson
purchased The Apopka Chief in
1980, and it quickly rose to state-
wide prominence in the follow-
ing years. Led by editor John (JP)
Peery, who served at The Apopka
Chief for 45 years until his passing
in 2023, Apopka’s newspaper won
numerous Florida Press Association
sweepstakes titles for best overall
weekly newspaper performance —
honors still memorialized by tro-
phies in our office on Park Avenue.

Eileen was a faithful partner to
John for 44 years at the Chief and
has valiantly carried on as the lead-
er of this operation during John’s
illness and in the seven months
since his passing. At 83, she has
more than earned her retirement, af-

ter working seven days a week for
many years.

Joe, Jerry and their younger
brother Jamey (a Leesburg Fire De-
partment Battalion Chief) grew up
in the newspaper business and can
remember addressing papers as
children in the back of the family
van. Joe has worked in a full-time
capacity for more than 20 years, de-
signing ads, managing the website,
and generally doing whatever need-
ed to be done.

Jerry, who is retired from the
Air Force, has jumped in to play a
key role in the months since John’s
passing.

John would be proud of the way
his family has carried on in his ab-
sence. The Ricketson name is and
always will be synonymous with
The Apopka Chief.

Now, it’s time to pass iton to a
new caretaker. John started this pro-
cess in 2022 when he met with J.C.
Derrick of Mainstreet Daily News,
an Apopka resident who is the in-
coming publisher. The Ricketsons
renewed those conversations in the
wake of John’s death last year, and
the transition has been under way
for weeks.

Words fall short of expressing
the Ricketson family’s deep grati-
tude to the Apopka community for
its friendship, care and support over
the last 45 years.

They are passing the baton with
no regrets and great hope for the fu-
ture. It is the family’s hope that the
community will continue to give
the Chief the strong support it has
afforded the newspaper for the last
102 years.

Exciting days lay ahead.

Everybody has an opinion. Why not share yours?

Send, bring or email your signed letters of approximately 250 words to the Editor,

The Apopka Chief

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka 32712
For info: 407-886-2777 - Fax: 407-889-4121 - Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Submit your letter online at www.theapopkachief.com

Ideas are for community creativity

I will soon be publish-
ing a manual on my Neigh-
borhood Leader Program.
However, as fast as I incor-
porate ideas, I read a new
book. I'm currently read-
ing Charles Landry’s 2006
book entitled The Art of
City Making. There might
have to be another chap-
ter in my manual. Landry’s
ideas on how to better en-
gage the entire communi-
ty’s creativity are aspira-
tional.

Landry states that a
city is a “multifaceted enti-
ty.” He goes on to say “cul-
ture” gives a city its dis-
tinctiveness —it’s “flavor,
tone, and patina.” He be-
lieves “if there is no con-
scious overarching sense of
city or placemaking, we go
by default patterns and core

County Commissioner
District 2

Chritine Moore

assumptions of each pro-
fession — technical codes,
standards, and guidelines.”

Although infrastruc-
ture improvements must be
handled by a municipality, I
believe government leaders
do not do enough to engage
citizens. We need a great
culture with “flavor, tone,
and patina.”

For years while serv-
ing on the school board, I
knew who to ask while cre-

ating something for stu-
dents. In Lockhart I asked
Lena Isaacson; in Zell-
wood, it was the late Mar-
jorie Grinnell; in Tanger-
ine, it was their 100-year-
old community association;
in Wekiwa Springs, Bob
Samson for septic-2-sew-
er information, and in Pine
Hills, the Pine Hills Coun-
cil.

These creative peo-
ple had a great impact on
my efforts to write a book,
create historic exhibits in
school lobbies and lead
2,000 people to septic-
to-sewer conversions. It
shouldn’t be enough en-
gagement for citizens to
solely complain about com-
munity issues on social me-

See MOORE Page 4A

Area growth needs plans

Hello Mayor, Commis-
sioners and City Adminis-
trator,

Given the current de-
velopment already ap-
proved and given the op-
erational, infrastructure
and growth challeng-
es that Apopka faces we
should IMMEDIATELY
implement a development
moratorium. To secure a
moratorium, it is my under-
standing that we must es-
tablish quantifiable rational
and time limits. The fol-
lowing items should sup-
port a moratorium at least
through September 30,
2025.

IMMEDIATELY en-
gage Engineer/Consul-
tant/Environmentalist(s) to
evaluate, assess and make
recommendations related to
the current condition, pre-
ventive maintenance, and
ability to meet the needs
of future projected growth
for the City of Apopka: 1)
potable water systems; 2)
septic and sewer treatment
systems; 3) address areas
of flooding; 4) storm wa-
ter drainage; 5) retention
ponds — to avert another
Golden Gem Pond (wrong
location, failure to moni-
tor and failure to address
timely); 6) impact of the

City of Apopka’s growth
to the aquifer, St. Johns
Water District and Weki-
va River Basin; 7) correct
all non-working water me-
ters; 8) blue algae on Lake
Apopka; 9) transportation
needs — walk, skate, bike,
vehicle, bus, train, and oth-
er transit; 10) staffing and/
or contracted service needs
— Emergency Responders,
general and administrative;
11) park and recreational
facilities; and 12) restau-
rants, shops, gas stations,
etc.

As the fastest growing

See LETTER Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

| am the good shepherd.
The good shepherd lays down
his life for the sheep.
John 10:11

Give me 6 hours to
chop down a tree and
| will spend 4 hours
sharpening my axe...
Abraham Lincoln

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and has been entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23, :
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, itz
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An (33

annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange /
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to g¢i(k
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Just because we ask for it does not mean it will be free

loved to have been able

Every once in a while,
we ought to thank GOD
that all we wish for isn’t
given to us. How many
times have I wished for the
Lotto to be mine, only to
have my dreams dashed
against the rocks of “tough
luck.” Then, I think back
a few years to when I re-

Ike Hayden k

to fill some of my Fam-
ily Tree’s branches with
names!

Maybe I'll win the
Lotto someday and this
time I'll takes names and
ask pertinent questions!
Very doubtful; you have

ceived a Worker’s Comp
settlement for a goodly
amount, and I had kinfolk I
didn’t know I had, crawling
out from the distant past,

wasn’t long before I had to
go back to work or starve!
My needy kinfolk had
gone the way of the Dodo
Bird (disappeared, with-

to buy a ticket. All of this,
just to remind me I should
be thankful for unanswered
wishes!

We all have dreams
for better lives, a bigger

and ... everyone needed
money!
Needless to say, it

out a trace!), Don’t get me
wrong, I was glad to able
to share, but I would have

house, bunches of money,
prestige, wealthy lifestyles,
and we can have it all! Not

through pipedreams, or
wishing for it, but by put-
ting feet to our dreams, and
taking part in life’s labor
pool.

You may not end up
with bigger, better any-
thing, but the satisfaction
and peace with what you
have, comes from know-
ing your life had a purpose,
and that purpose was ful-
filled in the striving to fill
your dreams. I can’t imag-
ine having “things” without
sacrifice.

What makes “things”
so rewarding is what was

needed to acquire them.
Immediately my mind
turns to the warriors return-
ing from the battlefields,
maimed, handicapped in
body, but not in spirit. They
deserve the homes, and all
their necessities for dai-
ly living for the sacrifices
they have given. The man
who gets up every morn-
ing, dresses, goes to work,
gets home in time to take
care of the “Honey do’s,”
lets his wife know she is
the love of his life, kisses
the kids goodnight, goes
to bed with the knowledge

that in the morning it will
start all over again. He de-
serves the satisfaction of
knowing his daily sacrifice
is worth all that he has, and
all that is yet to come.

I remember a time
when it took only one bread
winner to pay all the ex-
penses of raising a fam-
ily, keeping up a home, and
the other unexpected costs.
Now it almost takes two
people to conquer those
needs.

My heart goes out to

See HAYDEN Page 4A



The Apopka Chief, February 14, 2025, Page 3A

Lake: DOH warned public of blue-green algae in Lake Apopka

Continued from page 1A

“The St. Johns River Water
Management District has
also collected additional
water  quality samples
in the area. On Monday,
the District collected two
samples for harmful algal
bloom (HAB) evaluation,
one sample at the south
end of the lake near the
Oakland Nature Preserve,

and a second in the
northwest portion of the
lake, near the inlet canal
for the Marsh Flow-Way.
These samples were sent to
the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection’s
lab for algal identification
and toxin evaluation. Those
results, along with FWC’s
findings, will be analyzed
to better understand the
cause.”

On Monday, Feb. 4,
the Florida Department of
Health (DOH) in Orange
County cautioned the pub-
lic of the presence of blue-
green algae in Lake Apop-
ka (near Oakland Nature
Preserve), Lake Roberts
(South Dock), Lake But-
ler (West Shore), and Lake
Hancock (John Hancock
Drive Boat Ramp). Accord-
ing to its news release, wa-

ter sample testing was un-
derway.

“The Florida Depart-
ment of Health in Or-
ange County (DOH-Or-
ange) can provide informa-
tion regarding the public’s
health when consuming
fish from blue-green algae
waters,” wrote Kent Dona-
hue, spokesman for DOH-
Orange, in a Thursday, Feb.
6, email. “Fish tested from

water with blue-green al-
gae show that cyanotoxins
do not significantly accu-
mulate in the edible parts
(muscle or fillet) of fish but
can in other organs. Prior
to consuming, rinse fish fil-
lets with tap or bottled wa-
ter, throw out the guts, and
cook fish to the appropri-
ate temperature. Do not
eat shellfish in waters with
blue-green algae blooms.”

As the state’s fourth
largest lake, Lake Apop-
ka is the headwaters of the
Ocklawaha Chain of Lakes,
located in northwest Or-
ange and southeast Lake
counties. St. Johns River
Water Management Dis-
trict spent decades restor-
ing Lake Apopka and im-
proving its water quality.

Fair: Free admission is all weekend, parking is $5 cash

Continued from page 1A

day, Feb. 27, 5-10 p.m
Friday, Feb. 28, 5-11 p.m;

p-m.; and Sunday, March 2,
noon-8§ p.m.

Free admission is all
weekend, with arm band

Sunday only. Thursday is
family night with $25 per
ride with arm bands. Park-
ing is $5, cash only.

nies are The Apopka Chief/

The Planter, Lake Apopka
Natural Gas District, Waste
Management, Primerica,

ance Solutions, Williams
Construction and Manage-
ment, AdventHealth, and
First Card Merchant Ser-

For more information
about the fair, visit Apop-
kaFair.com.

Saturday, March 1, 2-11 specials on Thursday and

Sponsoring ~ compa- DB DeClue Brothers Insur-  vices.

Dealer Fee
Electronic Filing Fee

Send us Your News ¢ Email: news@theapopkachief.com

2024

Offerincludes dealer discount and manufacturer rebate. Residency restrictions apply.
See salesperson for qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 3/3/2025.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e HEALTH

e MEDICARE

e CREMATION

e ACCIDENT

e DENTAL

o LIFE

e CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPANOL

Compass Health Insurance.com
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)
Your Local Agency for

Florida Blue &Y

LeafdFilter
LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!

Pre Your e
With LeafFilter.
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Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military
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1-866-549-6518
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NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354,

TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822)Z, WV WV056912.
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FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION - SCHEDULE
YOUR FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-866-549-6518

24th Annual

KIT LAND
NELSON PARK

FREE ADMISSION
ALL WEEKEND!

Arm Bands Specials
Thursday & Sunday ONLY!

PARKING $5 CASH ONLY

Thurs. thru Sun.
Feb. 27 - Mar. 2, 2025

FAIR HOURS

Thursday, 5 PM - 10 PM
Friday, 5 PM-11 PM
Saturday, 2 PM-11 PM
Sunday, 12 PM - 8 PM

i
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THURSDAY
FAMILY NIGHT

$25 Ride Arm Bands!

(f*'Apo Fair
$2.00 OFFsaw

BANDS
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Available 5PM - 9PM, Valid Until 10PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 2

Available 12PM - 2PM, Valid Until 4PM

Coupon Can be Used on Thursday or Sunday ONLY.
Reg Price $25. No Rain Out Dates

W. M lia St.

KIT LAND
NELSON PARK

E. Orange St.

any 158104 N

AdventHealth

"3y puelysiH s

E. 1st St.

Lake Apopka Natural Gas District
Waste Management
The Apopka Chief & The Planter

Williams Construction
Declue Brothers Insurance ¢ Primerica
First Card Services
First Methodist Church Apopka

“aly 158104 'S

E. Main St.
I 441

CITY ORDINANCE PROHIBITS
ANIMALS ON PROPERTY.

Visit Us On Facebook
0 ApopkaFair

For More Information Visit www.ApopkaFair.com
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Florida Legislature convenes special session focused on illegal immigration

Bryan Griffin,

Director of Communications,
Governor Ron DeSantis
TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—

Please see below a statement from the
governor on the proclamation calling for a
special session of the Florida Legislature
on illegal immigration enforcement to con-
vene this week.

“Florida always leads. We have a re-
sponsibility to enact policies that will help
end the illegal immigration crisis once and
for all, and our Republican leaders have

been working tirelessly to do just that,”
said Governor Ron DeSantis.

“The bills to be considered this week
in special session take ideas from the vari-
ous proposals and brings them together to
enact the strongest legislation to enhance
interior enforcement and to combat illegal
immigration amongst the fifty states.

The proposed legislation requires the
full participation of state and local law en-
forcement with the Federal government
in its enforcement of immigration law,
prevents the ‘catch and release’ of illegal

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT
AND CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a),
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Nathan Milch has
made application, on behalf of the property owner, relating to the
following described property.

ORDINANCE NO. 3095
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM RESIDENTIAL VERY LOW SUBURBAN TO MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN
REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY ADVENTIST HEALTH SYSTEM/SUNBELT,
INC.; GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF KELLY
PARK ROAD AND PLYMOUTH SORRENTO ROAD; COMPRISING 5.56 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 3096
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
ZONING FROM T (TRANSITION) TO KPI-MU (KELLY PARK INTERCHANGE
- MIXED-USE) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY ADVENTIST
HEALTH SYSTEM/SUNBELT, INC.; GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF KELLY PARK ROAD AND PLYMOUTH SORRENTO
ROAD; COMPRISING 5.56 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Parcel Identification Number(s): 18-20-28-0000-00-101,
18-20-28-0000-00-107 and 18-20-28-0000-00-120
Contains: 5.56 +/- Acres

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Numbers 3095
and 3096 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,
March 5, 2025 at 1:30 P.M. and Wednesday, March 19, 2025 at 7:00
P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00
A.M. and 4:30 P.M. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-
1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

177953

February 14, 2025
Publish: The Apopka Chief

aliens, and ensures that illegal aliens who
enter Florida are held accountable. It also
provides significant resources to bolster

these efforts.

I want to thank the Florida Legisla-
ture for convening in special session on
this important topic. In working together
on this bill, Senate President Ben Albritton
and Speaker Danny Perez have been great
partners, and we have produced an aggres-
sive bill that we can stand fully behind.

I thank the members of the Florida

half of the people who sent us here. I also
thank Agricultural Commissioner Wilton
Simpson for his support of this revised

product to help combat illegal immigra-

tion.

lead.”

House and Senate for delivering on be-

Letter: Smart growth is needed

Continued from page 2A

county in Florida, we must
work in a TRUE JOINT
EFFORT with Orange
County Public Schools and
Orange County to appeal
to the State of Florida to
address the City of Apop-
ka’s and Orange County’s
school overcrowding.
Orange County Public
Schools is the fourth larg-
est school district in Flor-
ida and yet Orange Coun-
ty Public School children
“enjoy” the most portable

classrooms. You must add
the three largest school dis-
tricts’ number of portable
classrooms to barely out-
number Orange County’s.

Portable classrooms
are NOT AS SAFE and
they cost more to heat, cool
and maintain.

Apopka children con-
tinue to suffer with school
overcrowding today. The
fact that Apopka chil-
dren attending Wolf Lake
Middle and Elementary
Schools endured 16 years
of overcrowding from

With the enactment of these poli-
cies, Florida will help the Trump Admin-
istration to deliver on the President’s his-
toric mandate to end illegal immigration.
This is a big win for the people of Florida
and demonstrates that we will continue to

2006-2022, until the Kelly
Park K-8 opened in 2022 is
disgraceful.

As we work through
this moratorium, we should
amend our Charter to en-
sure SMART FUTURE
GROWTH. We MUST get
in front of our growth. The
burden of services needed
to support a developer’s
project should fall to the

developer.
NOW is the time to
act.
Rod Olsen
Apopka

Moore: Trails need creative options

Continued from page 2A

dia. Everyone should seek
to find ways to contribute
in more meaningful and
positive ways.

Neighborhood Leaders
regularly pick up trash and
trim up trees. Many have
come out to paint murals,
fix fencing, improve en-
tranceways, or erect fence
art. They are committed to
making their community
safer. Others have been in-
spired to create “third plac-
es” replete with gardens,
resting places, and artis-
tic pallet furniture. This is
just a sample of neighbor-
hood leaders who are al-
ready contributing. Howev-
er, | believe we can do even
more.

The author describes
the “City as a Living Work
of Art.” He delves into con-
cepts which might appeal
to your interests: recycling
and greening, renewing
leadership capacities, re-
conceiving a city, remap-
ping a city, reigniting a pas-
sion for learning, revaluing
and reinvesting in people
and home-grown talent, re-
pairing health through the
built environment, and re-
versing decline (blight).

Creativity implies ap-
plying new and fresh ideas
to every aspect of a com-
munity. Creativity can be
applied to the challenge of

solving homelessness, en-
vironmental preservation,
better parks and recreation,
improved social climate,
and myriad other things.

I’ll share one of my
ideas about Dream Lake.
The ideas came after pro-
ducing a laminated key
to the Dream Lake mural
at Dream Lake Elemen-
tary School. I couldn’t
have written the mural key
without the help of Janice
Blackwelder and Jennifer
Ryan. Their stories of life
on Dream Lake inspired me
to dream about building a
dock and boardwalk along
the shoreline. Additionally,
I thought about construct-
ing a large pavilion with
available rentals for school
use during the day and re-
unions and birthday parties
on the weekend. It is invig-
orating to dream about cre-
ating better spaces in Dis-
trict 2.

Another concept the
author explores in his book
is how democracy can be
renewed. Too often, citi-
zens are content to sit back
and rely on a handful of
elected officials. I believe
all citizens have creative
ideas about how our cit-
ies could grow and thrive.
I want everyone to be em-
powered. Local govern-
ment should foster opportu-
nities for citizen’s ideas to
be put into action.

District 2 will soon
have three new trails —
the Pine Hills Trail, Lake
Apopka Loop Trail, and
Coast-2-Coast Trail. It is
time for citizens to brain-
storm about creating great
spaces along these trails.
I’m not content to let Win-
ter Garden and Oakland
be the only creative trail
towns. I will need the help
of residents in these com-
munities to collaborate
with Orange County Parks
& Recreation.

Lastly, I must recog-
nize Ella Duke and the
Downtown Barbers. On a
regular basis, their creativ-
ity is reinvigorating the
Sth Street area in Down-
town Apopka. People now
want to bike to 5th Street
as a destination. Recently,
Caitlyn Kasheta and Main
Street Apopka offered
a Walk with Mom Event on
the West Orange Trail to
Sth Street.

Thus, I believe strong-
ly that community and
mass creativity must be de-
veloped. While local gov-
ernment should operate a
few structures for safety
and better organization,
we should just let people
go create. [ encourage you
to read Charles Landry’s
seminal work entitled The
Art of City Making. He will
certainly stimulate ideas
and creativity.

Hayden: Earn answers to your dreams

Continued from page 2A

the mother, and wife, who,
after working an outside
job, comes home to fix sup-
per, get laundry started,
clean the house, help with
the kid’s homework, and
after all that, loves on her
husband to make him feel
important, and necessary!
She also deserves the
kind of satisfaction and
peace of knowing that she
is the one gear that makes

ALL ABOUT APOPKA

the machine run smoothly
and makes the dream and
wishes possible!

What is your wish?
What are you willing to
sacrifice for it? Remember,
if it doesn’t hurt, it is not a
sacrifice!

There is no American
Dream without your part of
giving.

Too many people to-
day think they deserve all
their dreams and wishes
fulfilled, without the work

involved, because of eq-
uity.

Equity is not equality.
Equity is getting the prize
for first place, even if you
finished last, just because
you entered the race.

Just because you are
a part of the human race
doesn’t mean you get your
wishes or dreams granted;
it means you have the op-
portunity to EARN them,
just like everyone else,
(That’s equality)!

The Apopka Chief

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as %
Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the .
Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa- EgF27%
per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad- (f¥Tiezl/ PR\
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., A fy
32704-0880. a7

The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com- o
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988,
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka Orange County Other Area

Telephone Numbers Telephone Numbers Numbers of Note
City Hall 407-703-1700 | Animal Services ... 407-836-3111 | U.S. Senators
ENQI 0] Tm— 407-703-1701 | Auto/Boat Tags ........wuwee. 850-617-2000 | Rick Scott (REP.) wovrromreserrseresen 202-224-5274
City Administrator ... 407-703-1649 | Building Dept......ocvrevrrsen 407-836-8550 | Marco Rubio (Rep.)....c..cwuwrvrsee 407-254-2573
City Clerk v .407-703-1704 | County Mayor ... 407-836-7370 | U.S. Representative
Community Devel.. .407-703-1712 | County COMMIsSioN .......... 407-836-7350 | Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)......... 352-241-9220
Code Enforcement. .407-703-1738 | County Attorney....... 407-836-7320 | State Representatives
Finance Dept.......rrccsssiunisn 407-703-1725 | Clerk of the Court. 407-836-2065 | Doug Bankson 407-476-6787
HIER(pToTg Ry [T (¢ N p— 407-703-1756 | Elections Supervisor...........407-836-2070 | Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)........uwn. unknown
Parks and Rec. Dept. ...vvevses 407-703-1741 | Fire/RESCUE weoorvcrrsersrrrse 407-836-3111 | State Senators
(o] G @y 11-] S —— 407-703-1769 | Solid Waste ......cwwresressrees 407-836-6601 | Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Police (NON-eMerg.) ...vvvcve 407-703-1771 | Garbage Collection............. 407-703-1731 | Orange County Commissioner
Job Line 407-703-1743 | Health Dept. c.ovvevrcmreercee 407-836-2600 | Christine MOOI€ c.co.veevevvrsvrcnes 407-836-7350
Solid Waste Collect.......uwwnnn 407-703-1731 | Hunting/Fishing Lic. Orange County Public Schools
Street Maintenance ... 407-703-1731 | Parks and Rec. Dept. Pupil assignment..........euee. 407-317-3233
0] 1111871111 To PR——— 407-703-1727 | Property Appraiser........... Bus routes........... ..407-317-3800
Medical, fire €Mergency. .. mmmmmmssesese 911 | Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000 | Superintendent......occccccvmvvvnenns 407-317-3200
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882.1tis | Non-Emerg. Complaint......407-836-4357 | School BOAId .....cvvererersvsers 407-317-3200
located at 28'30 north latitude and is 150 feet | ULlities ....ummmmmmmresssnnns 407-836-5515 | Miscellaneous
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 | All other departments........407-836-3111 | The Apopka Chief ........ooevveer. 407-886-2777
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www. | Medical, fire emergency........mme 911 | Museum of the Apopkans.......407-703-1707
apopka.net www.orangecountyfl.net Chamber of Commerce 407-886-1441
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Horne, Seitz named to dean’s list

Hannah Horne and Co-
lin Seitz, both of Apopka,
are among the 2,300 stu-
dents who were named to
the dean’s list for the fall
2024 semester at the Uni-
versity of Tampa, at uni-
versity news release an-
nounced.

Students must main-
tain a GPA of 3.75 or higher

Goodwin earns spot on dean’s list

Christopher Goodwin
of Apopka has earned a spot
on the fall 2024 dean’s list
at Valdosta State University
(VSU), according to a news
release from the university.

Dean’s list honors are
reserved for the highest
achieving students at VSU.
Goodwin is one of more
than 2,000 distinguished

to be eligible for the dean’s
list.

Horne is a freshman
majoring in communication
and media studies studying
for a Bachelor of Arts.

Seitz is freshman ma-
joring in advertising and
public relations studying
for a Bachelor of Arts.

The University of

and accomplished
students recognized for
exemplifying  excellence

in the attainment of their
educational goals.

To qualify for dean’s
list at VSU, students must
achieve a semester grade
point average of 3.50 or
higher on nine or more
semester hours with an

The Way
| See It

Patti
Bankson

FUN AND GAMES &
A GOOD LIFE

When | was in high
school, going to football
games was more about so-
cializing, which I've always
loved, than about football it-
self, which didn't matter to me
much one way or the other.
But, when we lived in Denver
and we were on tour a lot,
my husband would turn on
the games in our vehicle and
we'd listen Sunday afternoons
on our way home. At first,
what | liked about that was
the roar of the crowd in the
background ... it would lull me
to sleep. Before long, though,
I began to be interested in the
game and fell in love with it.

We were huge Denver
Broncos fans, even though
they didn’t always perform like
we would've liked. The game
last Sunday and the way the
Kansas City Chiefs played,
reminded me of the Bron-
cos. They, like the Chiefs last
week, were very often what
you'd call lackluster. Their
problem was that when you
couldn’t count on them to win,
you could count on them to
miss catching the ball, fumble
the ball, “let”the quarterback
get sacked, or any other thing
that made you think that they
were confused about what
the goal of the sport was —
like, literally giving the oppos-
ing team the win.

Another thing you could
count on was the way they
“played to lose’ In the first
two or three quarters, they
didn’'t play like professional
athletes, but more like they
were in Little League. Then
somewhere toward the end
of the game, just when you
were convinced there was no
how, no way, they’d start play-
ing like they suddenly knew
why they were out there on
the field and what they were
supposed to do about it. Of
course, by that time, there

really was no how, no way, it
really was over and you could
stop holding your breath.

After leaving Colorado,
my loyalty to just one team
ended. | still loved the game,
but there wasn’t a team with
my city’s name on it, so | just
chose one before the game
began, and if they started los-
ing, | switched sides. It didn't
matter that much any more.

Sunday night, though,
| wanted The Chiefs to win
and | stuck with them until
the bitter end. But, it's not like
the end of a football game or
tournament meant the end of
my life as | knew it. That had
already happened when | lost
my husband.

I’'ve been struck since
then by how, given enough
time, I've discovered a resil-
ience I'd forgotten | had, and
thought was gone forever.
I’'m not necessarily talking
about sports, of course, but,
I am thinking back to all the
unexpected changes in my
life, things | would never have
imagined would happen. Ev-
erything from losing my hus-
band to adapting (somewhat)
to a life alone. And, now,
there’s another change. I'm
not going to be writing for this
newspaper any more.

| can hardly believe I've
been doing this as long as |
have. It’'s been educational,
challenging, fun, and sober-
ing, but whatever, and all,
that it's been, I've enjoyed it
very much. Not working in the
building where the paper is
housed, limited my exposure
to many of the others, but
I've enjoyed those | did get to
know, however briefly. I've es-
pecially enjoyed and appreci-
ated those I've had the privi-
lege of working for, as well.

I've always looked at life
as a book, with each decade
of my life as a new and dif-
ferent chapter, closing each
one as the years have gone
by. So, it is that I'm closing
this chapter of my life just as |
always have, with a heart full
of affection and warm memo-
ries.

We’d like to know
What YOU think?
barefootwahine1 @yahoo.com
©2025 Patti Bankson

Tampa is a private univer-
sity located on 110 acres
on the riverfront in down-
town Tampa offering about
200 programs of study and
serves more than 11,000
students from 50 states and
most of the world’s coun-
tries.

Fri., Feb. 14, 2025 thru
Sun., Feb. 16, 2025

3D SHOWINGS

CAPTAIN AMERICA:
BRAVE NEW WORLD
(PG-13) 4:20; 10:30

CAPTAIN AMERICA:
BRAVE NEW WORLD (PG-
13) 9:00A; 9:30A; 10:00A;
10:30A; 12:00; 12:40; 1:10;
1:40; 3:00; 3:50; 4:50;

6:00; 7:00; 7:30; 8:00; 9:00;

10:00; 11:00
TR : PADDINGTON IN PERU
institutional grade .pomt (PG) 9:50A; 12:50; 3:40;
average of 3.00 or higher. | ¢.40-9:40
Developmental studies, | DOGMAN (PG) 10:40A;
transient, and graduate | 1:20;4:10;7:10

LOVE HURTS(R) 10:50A;
1:30; 4:30; 7:20; 10:10
HEART EYES (R) 11:00A;
1:50; 4:40; 7:40: 10:20
TUES. VALUE DAYS
NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX

with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

students are not eligible for
dean’s list.

Established in 1906,
Valdosta State University
boasts nearly 200 academic
programs and is located in
Valdosta, Ga.

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

ST 10147

| 519 S. Central Ave., Apopka
invites you to its 3rd Saturday

FUNDRAISING ¢

-.  BREAKFAST &
L. SAT,FEB.15 |

8 a.m.-10 a.m.

« Scrambled Eggs
+ Sausage Links * Pancakes
* Biscuits and Gravy

» Orange Juice ¢ Coffee + Water

ALL FOR $7.00!

Children under 5 free with paid adult

VFW MISSION:
Ensure that veterans are respected for
their service, always receive their earned
entitlements, and are recognized for the
sacrifices they and their loved ones have — —

made on behalf of this great country. \e== g

<]

The Best Compliment
You Can Give Is A Referral.
Please support these local businesses
and organizations.

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM
V' N Gty Ry Gupenl

Licensed & Insured
(5 State Certified
Emergency Services
Available After Hours

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL
32798

RSR

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate

* Selling: What's your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

 ROUNCE & SLIDE

Goon "',ME" Are You Looking
to Th th
TMETHER Ultt;ma::vl\;art(;? )
AWAIT! ‘
*NOW Available:
INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
*Bounce houses

and slide combos available
o Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
 Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
o Clean, Commercial Grade

Quality Units
For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.bouncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and S.1.0.T.0. certified.

é )

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally
v Covid Screens / Titer Testing
v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

www.workplacescreening.com

LOOK FOR EXCITING
CHANGES IN

The Apopka Chief

coming next week!

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service
, BJ’s Towing
@ Service, Inc.
407-886-0568

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703
bjstowing@centurylink.net

»
/4

Please Support These Businesses
& Service Organizations.
They Care About You & Are Investing in the Community.

AN U
Hale H

to Order Item 2692X

or Visit HaleGroves.com/H5YU14

Only $34.99 plus $7.99 shipping & processing. Satisfaction completely guaranteed.

oneybells
The once a year citrus sensation!

Buy 12 get 12 more FREE!

Call 1-855-509-3317

ONLY

($3499

Reg. Price $44.22

Special Limited
Time Offer!

34% SAVINGS

INCLUDING SHIPPING

W
o)

-
-

M Since 1947,
GROVES'

IC: H5YU14

Hale Groves, Vero
Beach, FL 32966

34% SAVINGS!

INCLUDING SHIPPING!
*Plus $7.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. Limited time offer, good
while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

The Lions Club
will use your
recyclable eye glasses
for the program
“Project Right to
Sight.”

Foliage Sertoma

SERTOMA
Club of Apopka ~" <
(407) 832-2627 "S558
Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,

will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers
or Apopka Office Supply at

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka

407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka

Office Supply) would like to thank the generous
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of

sight or hearing for so MANY.
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FFA - helping young people develop

career, leadership and life skills.

For more information on The National FFA Organization, visit: www.ffa.org

FFA is not just about farming, agriculture has developed into much more than that

What is so special about the celebration of Nation-
al FFA Week? 1t all starts with the Nation’s largest stu-
dent-led organization in the country, with over one million
members and counting: The National FFA Organization.
Why is this organization so large? It has so much to do
with what the organization gives to the students who get
involved: a sense of belonging, confidence in themselves,
and the ability to work well with others being just a few of
the benefits this organization provides.

All students who are enrolled in agriculture educa-
tion classes are eligible to participate in the FFA chapter at
their school. Students from the Apopka area have oppor-
tunities at Apopka Memorial Middle School, Wolf Lake
Middle School, Piedmont Lakes Middle School, Apopka
High School, and Wekiva High School by taking an agri-
culture course at their school.

NATIONAL FFA ORGANIZ

Governor Ron DeSantis believes in the importance of
this program so much that he approved funding to pro-
vide every student enrolled in agriculture education the
opportunity to participate in the National FFA Organiza-
tion. This is a testament to the benefits that are seen in the
students who become involved in this great student orga-
nization.

While in the FFA, students gain hands-on experience
in the many fields of agriculture through participation in
Career Development Events, which provide a glimpse
into a specific career and the general knowledge needed
to participate in such a career. Students are also encour-
aged to participate in leadership events which include pub-
lic speaking opportunities, debate competitions, and more.

Additionally, students learn within the classroom with
hands-on experiences designed to make them well-in-

ATION

PIEDMONT LAKES MS

FFA MISSION

FFA makes a positive
difference in the lives of
students by developing

their potential for premier
leadership, personal growth
and career success through
agricultural education.

- s
F

[T

LY SUPPORTING F

Sertoma,
Dedicated to
SERvice TO
MAnNKind.

Visitors Welcome to Attend Lunch Meetings
Held the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of Each Month
at Beef '0' Brady's, 11:30 a.m.

For more information about the
Foliage Sertoma Club of Apopka and how you

can get involved, visit www.foliagesertoma.org

formed about the science, business, and technology asso-
ciated with agriculture.

This program is not just about farming! There is so
much more to agriculture today, and with a growing popu-
lation and reduction in the amount of land available, with-
out agriculture, we won’t exist!

Every person is able to get involved in this great or-
ganization by becoming part of the local Alumni and
Friends chapters of Apopka. We have two FFA Alumni
and Friends chapters: Triple A Alumni (find information
on meeting dates, locations and times on their Facebook
page: Triple A FFA Alumni chapter) and Wekiva High FFA
Alumni and supporters (find information on meeting dates,
locations and times on their Facebook page: Wekiva High
FFA Alumni and Supporters).

Students whose lives are impacted by FFA
and agricultural education will achieve
academic and personal growth, strength-
en American agriculture and provide lead-
ership to build healthy local communities,
a strong nation and a sustainable world.

We recognize the
incredible contributions
our nation’s farmers
make to our lives and
economy. From food to
fiber, the efforts of today’s
agricultural industry

are essential to the
products we count on to
feed, clothe and protect
ourselves and our families
each and every day.

ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B 12939 W. Colonial Dr.,
BApopka, FL, 32703 Winter Garden. 3471817
407-880-9300 407-811-1600

alltransmissionworld.com

Right coverage.
Right price.
Right here in town.

Shren Yeager, Agent

49A East 3rd Street
Apopka, FL 32703

Bus: 407-880-3167
www.theyeagerbomb.com
Se habla Espafiol

Here's the deal. The right
insurance should help
you feel confident and
comfortable. I'm the right
good neighbor for that.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm s there.”

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

o StateFarm

2001290

PROUDLY
SUPPORTING

FFA and its Members

The Apopka Chief

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

www.theapopkachief.com

AT

F

2025

We Salute the FFA Members’
Dedlication to Our Community.

SHELLEY"

ENVIRONMENTAL

(407) 889-8042 ° shelleysseptictanks.com
6505 W. Jones Ave., Zellwood, FL 32798

FA
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Hand & Stone Massage cuts rlbbon at Hunt Club Corners

From Staff Reports

As one of the newest
businesses welcomed into
the community this year,
Hand & Stone Massage and
Facial Spa held its ribbon
cutting on Tuesday, Feb.
11, at its location, 600 Hunt
Club. Blvd., Apopka, in the
Hunt Club Corners Plaza.

Ambassadors of the
Apopka Area Chamber of
Commerce celebrated at
the ribbon cutting.

Although the rib-
bon cutting was this week,
Hand & Stone Apopka had
opened its doors for busi-
ness on Jan. 10.

The new spa marks lo-
cal owner Tara McLain’s
sixth Hand & Stone loca-
tion and will have a stron-
ger emphasis on esthetics
and facial services.

Having opened her

first location in 2012,

McLain continues to be in-
spired by the role Hand &
Stone plays in the health
and wellness of every lo-
cal community, especially
as an avid runner and a for-
mer Hand & Stone member
herself.

“Apopka marks an
important milestone in
our Florida expansion,”
McLain was quoted as say-
ing in a press statement. “I
was initially drawn to Hand
& Stone franchise owner-
ship because of my fantas-
tic experience as a member.
It motivated me to share the
brand’s passion for posi-
tively impacting people’s
lives by providing great-
er access to self-care solu-
tions. I’'m incredibly proud
of the Apopka team, and
we’re looking forward to
being part of this thriving
community.”

Hand & Stone intro-

duces to Apopka profes-
sional massage services in-
cluding Swedish, Himala-
yan salt, sports, deep tissue,
oncology and prenatal. Cli-
ents can also enjoy Hand &
Stone’s hot stone massage
and facials, all tailored to
each individual’s needs
and to address specific skin
concerns.

Like all Hand & Stone
spas nationwide, the new
Apopka location offers ad-
vanced skincare and spa
services that incorporate
the latest technologies in
the wellness market to en-
hance each guest’s overall
experience.

All Hand & Stone ser-
vices are performed by ex-
perienced licensed esthe-
ticians and licensed mas-
sage therapists. In addi-
tion, guests have access to
a team of wellness experts
who specialize in providing

One month after opening for business, Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa cut the rib-
bon on Tuesday, Feb. 11, at 600 Hunt Club. Blvd., Apopka, in the Hunt Club Corners Plaza.
The Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce celebrated with the spa’s staff.

skincare and massage treat-
ments.

The Apopka location is
open Monday to Saturday,
9 am. to 9 p.m.; and Sun-

days,9 am.to 5 p.m.

For more information
about Hand & Stone Mas-
sage and Facial Spa, ser-
vices, or to schedule an

appointment, call 689-
336-4225 or go online to
HandAndStoneApopka.
com.

Guards: Appreciation Day is a statewide honor by FDOT

Continued from page 1A

no matter what the weath-
er conditions may be,” the
Apopka Police Department
said in its Feb. 7 Facebook
post.

“Drivers,  bicyclists
and pedestrians all owe
a huge thanks to our un-

sung heroes,” the post
continues. “Even if you
don’t normally see cross-
ing guards in your every-
day route, there’s probably
several working near where
you live or work. Crossing
Guard Appreciation Day
provides a great opportuni-
ty to introduce yourself and

say ‘thanks’ for his or her
efforts in keeping our com-
munity safe.”

The Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation
(FDOT) has joined local
communities across the
state to celebrate the role of
the state’s school crossing
guards in enhancing com-

It's More Than Just Cremation;

It’s a Tribute to a Life Well-Lived.

munity safety and protect-
ing the state’s school chil-
dren and families.

Gov. Ron DeSantis
signed a proclamation of-
ficially designating Feb. 7,
2025, as School Crossing
Guard Appreciation Day in
Florida.

“Each

school day,

Florida’s school crossing
guards help ensure the safe-
ty of some of our communi-
ties’ smallest road users and
their families through their
unwavering commitment to
public safety and education
of responsible pedestrian
behaviors,” FDOT Secre-
tary Jared W. Perdue, P.E.

YOU'RE INVITED TO OUR FREE

Presented by Cochlear®

Thursday, March 6 - 1pm-3pm

W.T. Bland Library

1995 N Donnelly St, Mount Dora, FL 32757

Having trouble hearing — even with
hearing aids? There’s help! Join us for
a free educational event to discuss
implantable solutions with Cochlear.

was quoted as saying in a
press release. “On School
Crossing Guard Appreci-
ation Day, we extend our
deepest gratitude to these
community heroes who
selflessly volunteer their
time to keep our school-
children safe.”

Scan to register now!

Limited space for

Let our licensed professional funeral directors help you explore
our compassionate cremation options. Call or visit us online.

ls We Make It Personal.”
-

@ 3329 East Semoran Blvd.
HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME Apopka, FL 32703

HIGHLAND MEMORY 407-869-1188

GARDENS

this exclusive event —
save your spot today!

QUESTIONS? Contact
Amanda Simpson at
amsimpson@cochlear.com
or 225.465.9289

Hear from a special guest — our own Dr. Amy Davis, Au.D.
CentralFloridaAudiology.com

highlandfh.com

Consumer Cellular

BIG WIRELESS
COVERAGE,
WITHOUT BIG

GLENN JOINER & SON, INC
NATIONALLY KNOWN, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1937

Import « Domestic Tractor ¢ Golf Cart
Marine * Heavy Truck ¢ Light Truck
Lawn:Mower ¢ Industrial Supplies
Paint & Body Supplies

All Car Care Needs

New.& Old

WIRELESS COST.

Switch & Save Today.

SPONSOR OF
CHASE ELLIOT
CAR#9

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject
to change. Up to half the cost savings based on Consumer Cel-
lular’s single-line, 1, 5 and 10GB data plans with unlimited
talk and text compared to T-Mobile and Verizon's lowest cost,
single-line post-paid unlimited talk, text and data plans, Jan-
uary 2024. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay
and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit approval re-
quired for new service. Cellular service is not available in all
areas and is subject to system limitations.

250 E. 3rd St.,
Suite B, Apopka

407-889-5222
napaonline.com

13202 W. Colonial Dr.,
Winter Garden

404-656-4141
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Pond: Complete plugging of sinkhole finished in Sept. 2024

Continued from page 1A

signed as a step-down ter-
race, with ground elevation
the highest in the north and
lowest in the south. There
are two separate ponds lo-
cated side by side within
the reclaimed pond perim-
eter. The smaller one holds
about 50 million gallons of
water, while the large one
holds 200 million gallons.
In November 2023,
the pond’s water eleva-
tion reached an all-time
high through a combina-
tion of rainwater and re-
claimed water. In the north-
ern section, the water level
reached a depth of 22 feet
deep, while it was over 30
feet deep in the southern
section, according to Huo.
This led to the January 5,

2024, sinkhole in the north-
ern part, which was first
discovered when soil ero-
sion appeared in an infrared
satellite image. On January
24, 2024, the city noticed
the erosion line with a vi-
sual inspection; on January
30, 2024, the incident was
reported to the state De-
partment of Environmental
Protection.

A local geotechnical
engineering firm investi-
gated the sinkhole between
January and June of 2024.

Construction work for
phase one of sinkhole re-
pair took place between
July and September 2024,
with completion in Sep-
tember. Phase one involved
only the plugging of the
sinkhole itself. The pond is
currently not operational.

We Take Walk-In
Patients
7 Days a Week!

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

* On-Site X-Ray Lab
* Most Insurance Accepted
* Serving the community
for over 30 years

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C

Elisabeth Duer PA-C
Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

8191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club
Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM ¢ Fri.8-6PM ¢ Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM

After the sinkhole de-
veloped, consultants under
the city of Apopka’s direc-
tion conducted water qual-
ity tests at three residential
drinking walls in the pond’s
area.

The tests took place on
May 15, 2024, and the re-
sults came back one week
later showing no impact to
the aquifer.

To plug the sinkhole,
larger rear props were
placed on the bottom to
give more stability; small-
er rocks laid on top of this
layer to give more density,
and at the top of this, a lay-
er of compacted clays was
laid to prevent water from
seeping through.

Following this con-
struction, crews added a
layer of concrete to the very

top for stability.

The city is currently
reviewing a contractor’s
proposal to investigate lin-
ers in both ponds for poten-
tial improper material and/
or installations.

Discussion  between
city staff and City Council
occurred after Huo’s pre-
sentation.

Restoration plan
In order to restore the
Golden Gem reclaimed wa-

ter pond’s functionality,
Huo laid out a restoration
plan.

The first step is to do a
complete subsurface geo-
physical examination of the
pond using technology; this
scan will help the city know
what to do about restoring
the pond.

The second step is to
remove existing membrane
and install compacted clay
as the pond’s bottom. The
membrane/liner essential-
ly serves the same purpose
as compacted clay, but clay
lasts much longer. Where-
as the membrane could last
between 20 to 40 years, the
clay bottom could last a
lifetime.

“Also, by using clay,
you can build up the bot-
tom elevation of the pond
and give more separation
from the pond bottom to
the groundwater, which is
one of the main causes of
the (sinkhole) accident,”
Huo said.

The third step is to
close off the northern cell
completely by building a
clay dam. City consultants

Flood: Responsible organizations

Continued from page TA
tablished in time for this
year’s Atlantic hurricane
season, which runs from
June 1 to Nov. 30. Yet, he
said the short-term solu-
tion Orange County Dis-
trict 2 Commissioner Chris-
tine Moore presented at the
Feb. 5 City Council meet-
ing “seems pretty compli-
cated.”

Moore will present the
short-term solution in fur-
ther detail at the Wednes-
day, Feb. 19, City Council

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044,

meeting. She is proposing
to pump water from Border
Lake to the drainage well at
Lake Page. Since the drain-
age well is — what Nelson
described as — a draw from
the surface water down to
the aquifer, untreated water
will go into the aquifer.

“Limiting water go-
ing into a drainage well is
DEP’s number one prior-
ity. Obviously at the point
where flooding becomes
an issue they might over-
look it, but drainage wells
are not DEP’s preferred so-
lution to flooding,” Nelson
said.

Posing as a severe
problem since 2017, the
Border Lake post-storm

flooding issue was front-
and-center again in October
2024 when the S.R. 436/
Piedmont-Wekiwa  Road
area was underwater, in-
cluding the Piedmont Pla-
za parking lot, due to Hur-
ricane Milton. The nearby
Wekiva Village communi-
ty needed the installation
of a tiger dam — water-filled
bladders created to be bar-
riers — to prevent the loss
of residential units, and the
flooding impacted residents
living along Lake Cortez
for weeks.

According to Moore in
a statement last week, the
city’s long-term flooding
mitigation solution could
take three to five years to

informed the city that “the
most worrisome area” is
the northern section be-
cause that was where the
sinkhole had formed, Huo
said.

The fourth step is to
incorporate a water circu-
lation plan into the design
that would include foun-
tains and pumping sys-
tems to keep the pond’s
water from becoming sta-
tionary. Stagnant water in
a reclaimed water pond as
large as Golden Gem could
lead to a degradation of
water quality over time,
according to Huo. De-
sign of the water circula-
tion plan would have to be
outsourced as opposed to
being done in house, Huo
said.

must agree

execute.

Border Lake is a
closed-drainage basin with
impacts from S.R. 436,
Seminole County, Orange
County, and the city of
Apopka. The Border Lake
watershed responsibilities
include the city of Apop-
ka at 45 percent, Semi-
nole County at 35 percent,
the Florida Department of
Transportation at 19 per-
cent, and Orange Coun-
ty at one percent. Orange
County is committed to
providing funding for 25
percent of the costs to end
this flooding problem. The
lakes are located in the city
of Apopka’s jurisdiction,
Moore said.

Prior to the late 1990s

the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development
Code, Article II, Section 2.5.1.A, that Elisabeth Crane has
made an application to the City of Apopka City Council for an
ANNEXATION of a property located at 2501 Rock Springs Road.
This application relates to the following described property:
ORDINANCE NO. 3094
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY BDT
IRREVOCABLE INCOME ONLY TRUST; LOCATED AT 2501 ROCK SPRINGS
ROAD, COMPRISING 9.63 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR
DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Parcel Identification Number (s) :
Contains: 9.63 +/- acres

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3094 will
be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka

City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,
March 5, 2025 beginning at 1:30 P.M AND Wednesday, March 19,

2025 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect
to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and
may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to
participate in any of these proceedings should contact the
City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703,
Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the
proceeding.
Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department
177949

February 14, 2025
Publish: The Apopka Chief

widening of S.R. 436, there
was a drain well locat-
ed near S.R. 436 and Lake
Ruden. The state DEP has
not allowed replacement,
according to Moore.

For the past 20 years,
the area has received signif-
icant summer rains and hur-
ricane impacts, and thus, the
lake has continued to rise.

MALTBY'’S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
ELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

C

+ Tree Trimming & Removal

« Landscape Installation In fact, Border Lake is 3-4
* Stump Grinding ' feet higher now than at the
* Grapple Truck Services same time in 2024, Moore

said in her statement.

Since the fall 2024 hur-
ricane impacts, Moore has
worked with Orange Coun-
ty Public Works staff to re-
search a short-term pump-
— ing operation through the

6 ra C e WO rH Piedmont chain of lakes

and under Piedmont Weki-
va Road to the Lake Page
Community Church
SATURDAY SERVICES

drain well. The county staff
Bible Study 10:00 AM

has developed a study and
a preliminary cost analysis
Worship 11:30 AM
" Livestream:
O P :

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

JAME So MALTBY Licensed

ner & Insured

for the project.

The city has no evacu-
ation plan for residents who
live in the S.R. 436/Pied-
mont-Wekiwa Road area,
especially the residents who
live near Lake Cortez and in
the Wekiva Village commu-
nity.

) [ ]

DENTAL
INsurance

Great coverage for retirees.

Coverage for cleanings,
fillings, crowns — even
dentures! Get dental
insurance from
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.

Get your F REE Information Kit
It's easy! Call today

1-855-703-1143

Dental50Plus.com/Apopka

Product/features not available in all states. Contact s for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go to physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist.
This specific offer not available in CO, NV, NY, VA - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your state. Certificate C254/B465, C250A/B438 (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA);
Insurance Policy P154/B469, P150/B439 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PI154TN).

6347
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SHARON ANNE WILCOX,
83, of Apopka, passed away on
January 19, 2025. She was born
on September 28, 1941 in Cari-
bou, Maine. Mrs. Wilcox is preced-
ed in death by: daughter, Donna
M. White; granddaughter, Heath-
er Bauman; siblings, Sally Mar-
lene Wood, John Monroe Wood.
She is survived by: children, Da-
vid (Marcia) White, Paula (Joe)
Haddan, Anne (Phillip) Blodgett,
Wanda (Jerry) Jernigan; brothers,
Michael (Linda) Wood, Scott (Tru-
dy) Wood; five grandchildren; two
great grandchildren.

Do you have
church news
you would
like us to
publicize?
Use Our Online

Forms: www.
theapopkachief.com

call The Apopka Chief
& The Planter
at 407-886-2777,
fax 407-889-4121, or email
news@theapopkachief.com

MARK RANDALL (“POP-
PIE”) HOUSTON, 75, of Apopka,
Florida passed away on Monday,
January 27, 2025 following a pro-
longed illness. He was married to
Deborah Ann Houston, his wife of

55 years, who preceded him in
death in 2024. He is survived by
his daughter Shelly Ann Houston
of Orlando, and grandsons, Ethan
Morgan Tessinari and Trenton
Christian Tessinari, both of Apop-

ka, Florida. He is also survived by
his sister, Bridgett M. Houston and
brother Byron M. Houston, both of
Clermont, Florida. The family will
hold a private service at a later
date.

Sharon Anne Wilcox

Sharon Anne Wilcox, 83, of Apopka, Florida passed away on January 19,

2025. She was born on September 28, 1941 in Caribou, Maine. Mrs. Wilcox is
preceded in death by her daughter Donna M. White; granddaughter Heather Bau-
man; as well as her siblings Sally Marlene Wood and John Monroe Wood. She

is survived by her children David (Marcia) White, Paula (Joe) Haddan, Anne (Phil-
lip) Blodgett and Wanda (Jerry) Jernigan; brothers Michael (Linda) Wood and
Scott (Trudy) Wood; grandchildren Rebecca (John) Basmadjian, Patrick (Mari)
Stephenson, James Dill, Anna Pagliarulo and Elizabeth Jernigan; as well as her
great grandchildren Aiden Bauman and Seeley Basmadijian.

Ms. Wilcox was a natural caregiver. She sacrificed her wants for her fam-

ily's needs. She demonstrated a strong work ethic and valued education. She led
by example. She loved being a Mom and a Grandma, Mema, Nana and Gigi. Ms.

Wilcox was a resident of Trailer City in Winter Garden and a devoted member of the choir at First Baptist Church of
Winter Garden. She will be missed by her many loved ones and friends.
A graveside service will be held on Saturday, February 22, 2025 at 1:00pm at Ocoee Cemetery.

J
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Creation & Command

There is a distinct
difference between creation and
command in the human realm.
That is, creation is normally
done through intention and
physical means.

Artists conceive an idea
and then ponder how they
might physically bring their
artistic creation about by
manipulating materials at hand.

Command, on the other
hand, is when we bring
something about by merely
ordering that it be done,
without giving thought to the
physical means of doing it.

An art director might
command that the artists
working for him or her produce
some work of art, and thus leave
the creation part to his or her
employees.

With God, the distinction
between creation and command
seems to dissolve. The Bible
often describes God as creating
by command, as when God says
“Let there be light,” and there
was light. (Genesis 1:3). Are we

physical means of creating light,
and that His mere command
made it so, or should we not
rather believe that no human
being can conceive of how the
divine creative force could bring
about light and darkness, to say
nothing of existence itself.

The more we think about
this distinction between
creation and command, as it
pertains to existence and the
physical world, the more
awesome appears the source of
existence.

From whence comes all of
this? Ponder your own existence
for a moment. Why are you
here? Is your existence merely
the contingent result of an
infinite series of causes and
effects flowing back in time
through all your ancestors, or is
it the result of some divine
creation and command? If
contingent, where does this
contingency end? There must
be some necessary and non-
contingent source of our
existence.

In the same way,
let your light shine
before others, that
they may see your

good deeds and
glorify your Father

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

A / VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY to believe that in this case God ~ Christopher Simon
FonERAL HomE LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM didn’t need to think about the
Newspaper | Creation & Command | nthesameway, .
readers are (See message above.) € .your Ig t 'y
shine before marketing
ACTIVE "I praise you because I others, that they dollars by
CONSUMERS! |am fearfully and may see your FOCUSING your
A wonderfully made; good deeds advel-'tiSihg
tf‘:ygr::‘l”g’ your works are A and glorify your campaign on a
wonderful, I know Father in heaven. concentrated
tremendous = | 6 well,” Psalm market!

buying power!

AME
St. Paul AME
407-889-4464

Apostolic
Apostolic Church of Jesus
407-886-2556

Assembly of God

Add Your Church
To Our List. Call
(407) 886-2777

Apopka Assembly of God
407-886-2806

One Church

Markham Woods
407-774-0777

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.
Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:

407-928-8617

Baptist
Apopka First Baptist
407-886-2628
First Antioch Missionary
Baptist Church
407-963-5398

407-886-3388

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS

FUNERAL HOME
232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

First Baptist Church of
Mount Dora
352-385-2222

First Baptist Church of
Sanlando Springs
407-788-6801

First Baptist Sorrento

In the fear of the Lord is
strong confidence: and his
children shall have a place
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

352-383-2241

First Baptist Church of
Sweetwater
407-862-3893

First Baptist Church
of Tangerine

o StateFarm-

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka
407-880-3167

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

352-383-7920

First Baptist Church
of Zellwood
407-889-0509

Forest Avenue Baptist
Church

“If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will | hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and

will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

407-886-4374

Fountain of Life

Baptist Church

of Apopka, Inc.
407-814-8322

Gospel Centered Church

‘What is the shortest
verse in the Bible?

800-924-6850

Hope Baptist Church
407-886-6980

Lockhart Baptist Church
407-295-1133

Northside Baptist Church

Maximize your marketing

dollars by FOCUSING your
advertising campaign on
a concentrated market!

407-884-4443

One Way Christian Church

www.onewaychristian
church.com

The Church at Oak Level

407-656-1523

Pleasant View Baptist

Visit us online at
TheApopka
Chief.com

Church

407-886-6717

Riverside Baptist Church
407-295-3850

Springs Community

Wisdom is the principal
thing; Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get
understanding. Proverbs 4:7

Baptist Church
407-889-2240

St. Luke’s Full Gospel
Baptist Church
352-735-9199

Trinity Baptist Church

But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength; They
shall mount up with wings like
eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

407-886-2966
Wekiwa Springs

139:14 NIV
Baptist Church Holiness
407-886-7864 End Time Word Ministry
Bible 407-369-0148
Bear Lake Bible Chapel St. Elizabeth Church of

407-563-3931

Biblical Science
IDMR
321-948-3298

Catholic
St. Francis of Assisi
407-886-4602

Charismatic Episcopal
Ascension Church, CEC
407-880-9555

Christian
Christ Centered
Christian Church
321-331-0036
Journey Christian Church
407-884-7223
Real Life Christian
Church
352-735-LOVE

Christian Science
Christian Science Church
407-389-4200

Church of Christ
Apopka Church of Christ
now with Plymouth*
Central Church of Christ
407-869-1419
Plymouth (and Apopka)
Church of Christ*
407-886-1466
Church of Christ
of West Orange
407-656-2770
Tri-City Church of Christ
407-920-1757
10th Street Church of Christ
407-884-4835

Church of God
Church of God of Zellwood
407-886-3074
Grace Street Church of God
407-298-9188
Healing Waters Church
of God
407-886-3780
Park Avenue Worship
Center
407-886-2696
Sorrento Church of God
352-735-4245

Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Saints
Apopka Ward
407-880-9877

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Spirit
407-886-1740

Faith and Word
Word of Life
407-886-7427

Full Gospel
Millenium of Glory
407-814-0041
New Covenant
Perfecting Ministries
407-880-8898

God by Faith

407-886-6290

St. Matthew Holiness

407-889-2274

Temple of Faith Church

407-884-6960
Independent

True Temple of God

407-880-8181
Interdenominational

New Vision

Community Church

407-886-3619

Northwest Community

Church

407-578-2088

One Accord Christian

Fellowship Church

407-523-3002
Jewish

Congregation Beth Am

407-862-3505

Congregation of Reform

Judaism

407-645-0444
Lutheran

St. Paul Lutheran

407-889-2634
Methodist

First United Methodist

407-886-3421

Bear Lake United Methodist

407-862-1531

Zellwood United Methodist

407-889-4426
Moravian

Rolling Hills

Moravian Church

407-332-8380
Nazarene

Calvary Church of

the Nazarene

407-889-2148

Apopka Springhill

Church of the Nazarene

407-884-8322
Non-Denominational

Anointed Word Family

Worship Center

407-886-4989

Casa De Oracién

Internacional

321-239-7680

Center of Faith Church

for All People

407-464-9375

Church on the Edge

407-869-1133

City of Destiny (The)

407-884-6322

Compass Community

Church

407-880-6110

Dayspring Community

Matthew 5:16

Church

407-814-4996
Everlasting Covenant
Christian Center
407-884-8598
Faithworks Church
302-293-1391

Freedom Fellowship
407-299-6311

Freedom Ministries
407-886-6006

Grace Gospel Church
321-438-4554

Grace Pointe Church
407-889-3383
Graceworx

Community Church
321-228-4599

Happy Hill Ministries
407-889-0583

Holy Tabernacle Church
407-928-8617

Hosanna To The Highest
Ministries
407-491-4266

Inspire

407-415-6218
Ministries of Good Life
407-703-7464

New Life Praise
Worship Center
407-880-3421

New Beginning
Worship Center
352-455-9173

New Life Word of Faith
321-460-8205

Orlando Church of
Christ

407-823-7370
Philemon Ministries
407-718-7179

Rejoice in the Lord
Ministries
407-814-7643

Remnant Christian Center
407-703-7346

Renewal Church
407-410-5378

Servants of God Ministries
407-814-8255

Sorrento Christian Center
352-735-4447

Spirit of Life

Christian Church
407-886-4570
Tangerine

Community Church
352-383-4173

The Shabach Church
407-445-1230

True Words of God
Tabernacle of Meeting
407-227-8829

Victory Church World
Outreach Center
407-889-7288

Pentecostal

Church in the Son
407-246-0001

Faith Fellowship Church
407-741-3750
Ministerios Getsemani
407-310-8672
Prince of Peace
Pentecostal Missionary
Church, Inc.
407-889-9269
Pentecostals of Apopka
407-889-3802
Way of Grace Ministries
407-292-9998
Presbyterian
First Presbyterian
of Apopka
407-886-5943
St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church
407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
Rolling Hills
Community Church
407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
Apopka Seventh-day
Adventist
407-889-2812
Florida Living SDA
Church
407-284-7472
Forest Lake
407-869-0680
Franco-Haitian
407-296-4368
Genesis Spanish
509-264-4873
Maranatha
Seventh-day Adventist
407-290-1800
Mount Olive
407-886-0430
Orlando Filipino
Seventh-day Adventist
407-292-9210
Orlando Vietiamese
Seventh-day Adventist
407-339-4974
Patmos Chapel SDA
321-870-8583
Pine Hills
407-291-4816
Plymouth-Sorrento
407-884-0595
Templo Biblico
Templo Asamblea Biblica
Lake Howell Branch
Chapel
407-814-4465
Unity
Unity Church of
Christianity
407-295-9181
Ukrainian
St. Mary’s (Protectress)
Ukrainian
386-848-9888

When you
advertise
in this section,
you get the best
of both worlds:
low-cost ads AND
targeted
advertising!

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion;
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to
petition the government for redress of their grievances.

www. TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777
Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.




Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax: 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

AO

407-889-4455

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

° community
health
@S  centers
& Pediatrics OB/GYN

o Family Medicine
(4}) Intemal Medicine

(1) Dental

J& Pharmacy

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

407-905-8827

225 E 7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703
CHCFL.ORG . - _
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Any Lab Test Now holds ribbon cutting

er of C me
The vonce of business since 19%mmerce Lo

With help from Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce members, Any Lab Test Now cut the ribbon to its new lo-
cation on Feb. 12 at 991 W. Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka, in the Victoria Plaza.

From Staff Reports

The Apopka Area
Chamber of Commerce
welcomed Any Lab Test
Now to the community
with a ribbon cutting on
Wednesday, Feb. 12, at the

Goodwill

From Staff Reports

Goodwill Industries of
Central Florida will give
shoppers extra time on
Sundays at eight additional

lab’s site, 991 W. Orange
Blossom Trail, Apopka.
The franchise owners are
Ravi Nadimpalli and Girid-
hara Gottumukkala.
Founded in 1992, Any
Lab Test Now is a fran-
chise direct access lab test-

ing company that provides
standard lab tests to con-
sumers and businesses.
With more than 235
franchises around the Unit-
ed States, Any Lab Test
Now offers a variety of
affordable and confiden-

tial lab tests to consum-
ers and businesses, includ-
ing blood, drug, DNA, and
STD testing.

For more information,
call 407-703-9870 or vis-
it AnyLabTestNow.com/
apopka_fl.

Apopka to be open on Sundays

Semoran Blvd., Apopka.
Starting  Feb. 16,
Goodwill will extend store
hours from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
on Sundays at the Port Or-
ange, South Orange Blos-

Melbourne, Apopka and
Leesburg locations.
Shoppers have been
testing the new hours at 10
stores since late last year
to determine if the exten-

tail stores.

To find locations and
browse what household
items Goodwill accepts as
donations, visit Goodwill-
CFL.org.

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

stores including the Apop-
ka store located at 1312 E.

som Trail, Eustis, Lady
Lake, Goldenrod, North

sion should be implement-
ed permanently at all 29 re-

Are You Looking
to Throw the
Ultimate Party?

BRING JOY TO
YOUR PARTIES!

* NOW Available:
INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
¢ Bounce houses
and slide combos available
¢ Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
e Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
¢ Clean, Commercial Grade
Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.bouncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and S.1.0.T.0. certified.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

ﬁ) Lake Apopka

Natural Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

Know what's helow.
Call before youdig.

FAIR * HON
DEPENDABLE

] & K All Work Guaranteed

A Automotlve Serving gfgéséﬁ(id Cgstomers

“If you're on a mission to fix your transmission call...”

ATW

ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & Total Car Care Company

GLENN JOINER & SON, INC
NATIONALLY KNOWN, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1937

* Wheel Balance &
Alignments
¢ Tune Ups ¢ Brakes
' » Shocks
¢ Fuel Injection
/4 Service Oil Change
¢ C.V. Joints
o Tires

Import » Domestic Tractor * Golf Cart
Marine * Heavy Truck ¢ Light Truck
Lawn.Mower ¢ Industrial Supplies
Paint & Body Supplies

All Car Care Needs

New & Old

Now Offering ANYWHERECARE Z
National Limited Warranty = ¢
& 24-Hr. Roadside_A_ssistance

.

1012 E. Semoran Blvd. Apopka

Mon.Fri. 8 5:30 * Closed Saturday 407-880-3530

www.JandKautomotiveinc.com %’fﬁﬁ%ﬁg @ v
I3 Become a Fan on Facebook: J & K Automotive #uioi

AUTO PROEESSIONALS

Your Ad “Auto” Be Here!
Call us today at 407-886-2777

* Transmission ¢ Clutches * CV Axles
* Foreign & Domestic * Check Engine
& Dashboard Warning Lights

SPONSOR OF
CHASE ELLIOT
CAR #9

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703
407-880-9300
12939 W. Colonial Dr.,
Winter Garden. 34787

407-877-7600
alltransmissionworld.com

250 E. 3rd St., 13202 W. Colonial Dr.,

Suite B, Apopka Winter Garden

407-889-5222 404-656-4141
napaonline.com

Check out the
Service Directory Pages



The Apopka Chief, February 14, 2025, Page 11A

Cook eggplant, veggies on stove, then broiler-toast toppings

From Mar-
vin Woods’
book titled The
New Low-Coun-
try Cooking, we
have  Country
Captain Chick-
en. He says,
“This dish, my
updated version, exemplifies the influ-
ence of eastern India on the cuisine of
the South. Like many Indian dishes,
this chicken dish utilizes yogurt, cur-
ry, and mint in the marinade before it
is grilled. (I also give directions on how
to oven-fry the chicken.) As to how its
name came about, there seem to be
several theories. One is that it origi-
nated with an Indian officer who intro-
duced a sea captain to this dish, who
then brought the recipe to the United
States.”

A recipe loved by everyone is Old
Fashioned Mac ‘n Cheese from Muel-
lers. I've used this very same recipe for
years.

From Pot Pourri of Zellwood, we
have Suzie Turner’s Eggplant Su-
preme. It looks wonderful with the
crumbled bacon on top for that extra
flavor bounce.

We have Oyster Stew from Emi-
ly Meggett’s Gullah Geechee Home
Cooking, that will serve 10 to 12 peo-
ple. You can use frozen oysters if you
don’t have access to fresh.

From Hearty Country Cooking, by
Mark S. Sohn, here is Buttermilk Corn
Bread (Skillet Corn Bread). He rates
this recipe as easy, with only five ingre-
dients. This corn bread tastes of but-
termilk, a constant favorite of moun-
tain cooks. We either bake skillet corn
bread in the oven, as | direct below, or
fry it on the stovetop. If you fry it on the
stove, divide the recipe between two
skillets so it won’t be too thick.

How about Sour Dough Starter
from The Original Country Cookbook?
Many of us have visions of using start-
er to make our own sour-dough bread.
If you don’t have a friend who has start-
er for you to get a bit in order to get
started, the following instructions will
get you going. | believe the flour needs
to be plain all-purpose flour, not self-
rising flour.

COUNTRY CAPTAIN CHICKEN
The New Low-Country Cooking
by Marvin Woods
1 cup plain yogurt

1/2 cup tomato paste

3 tablespoons chopped fresh mint
leaves

2 tablespoons minced garlic

2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

1 teaspoon curry powder

1 teaspoon chili powder

1 teaspoon ground turmeric

1 teaspoon ground cumin

1 teaspoon ground coriander

1 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon freshly ground
black pepper

One 4-1/2 to 5-pound chicken,
cut into pieces, rinsed and
patted dry

1/4 cup vegetable oil (for oven-fry
method only)

1) In a large bowl, stir together all
of the ingredients except for the chick-
en and the oil. Add the chicken and
toss to lightly coat with the marinade.
Cover with plastic wrap and refriger-
ate for at least 12 hours and up to 48
hours. 2) To grill or broil: Remove the
chicken from the marinade, letting the
excess run back into the bowl. Grill
or broil the chicken for 12 to 15 min-
utes per side, turning occasionally, un-
til it is cooked through and the juices
run clear when pierced with the tip of a
sharp knife. 3) To oven-fry: Preheat the
oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. Heat
the vegetable oil in a large skillet. Re-
move the chicken from the marinade,
letting the excess run back into the
bowl. Add the chicken to the skillet skin
side down, one piece at a time. Cook
for 5 to 7 minutes. Turn the chicken
and brown the second side for 5 min-
utes. Transfer the chicken to a baking
sheet and bake for 12 to 15 minutes, or
until it is cooked through and the juices
run clear when pierced with the tip of a
sharp knife.

OLD FASHIONED MAC ‘N CHEESE
FROM MUELLERS
8 ounces (1/2 pkg) Mueller’s Elbows
1/4 cup margarine or butter
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1/8 teaspoon dry mustard
1/8 teaspoon salt (optional)
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
2 cups milk
2 cups (8 ounces) shredded sharp
cheddar cheese

1 cup croutons

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Cook pasta for 3 minutes and drain
well. In medium saucepan, melt butter.
Blend in flour, mustard, salt, and pep-

per. Gradually add milk and cook until
mixture is smooth and bubbly, stirring
constantly. Cook and stir over medium
heat until mixture boils, stirring con-
stantly. Turn heat to low, and simmer
1 minute, stirring constantly. Gradual-
ly mix in cheese and stir until cheese
is melted. Add pasta; mix lightly. Pour
into 2-quart casserole. Top with crou-
tons. Bake uncovered 25 minutes or
until temperature reaches 165-175 de-
grees.

SUZIE TURNER’S
EGGPLANT SUPREME
Recipe from Pot Pourri of Zellwood

1 tablespoon bacon drippings

1 medium eggplant, cubed small

1 medium green pepper, chopped

1 medium onion, chopped

1 clove garlic, minced

1 can tomatoes

1 teaspoon salt

1/4 teaspoon pepper

Dash of Tabasco Sauce

2 tablespoons grated Parmesan

cheese

2 tablespoons crumbled bacon

2 slices bread, toasted and cubed
Cook first 9 ingredients in large

skillet until tender. Top with cheese,

bacon, and bread cubes. Brown under

broiler.

EMILY MEGGETT’S OYSTER STEW
Recipe from
Gullah Geechee Home Cooking
by Emily Meggett
1/4 cup unsalted butter plus set
aside 2 tbsps unsalted butter
1-1/2 cups diced celery
1/2 onion, diced
3 cups whole or 2 percent milk
1 cup half-and-half
Seasoning salt, to taste
1 quart shucked oysters
Worcestershire sauce to taste
Oyster crackers or saltines,
for serving

1) In a large skillet, melt the 1/4
cup butter over medium heat. Add the
celery and onion and sauté until ten-
der. 2) Pour the sautéed vegetables
into the top of a double boiler. Add the
milk and half-and-half, and bring wa-
ter in the bottom of the double boiler to
a boil. 3) Add seasoning salt to taste.
Cook for 3 minutes. 4) Drain the oys-
ters and place in a saucepan with the
remaining 2 tablespoons butter. Cook
the oysters over medium heat until
curled. 5) Transfer the oysters to the

top of the double boiler with the milk
mixture. Gently stir together. Serve
with Worcestershire sauce and crack-
ers.

BUTTERMILK CORN BREAD
(SKILLET CORN BREAD)
From Hearty Country Cooking,
by Mark S. Sohn
2 tablespoons stoneground
cornmeal
2 cups self-rising cornmeal mix
1 teaspoon salt
1 egg
2 cups buttermilk

1) Preheat oven to 450 degrees
Fahrenheit. Grease a heavy 10-inch
cast-iron skillet. Sprinkle the stone-
ground cornmeal on the bottom and
place the pan in the oven. 2) In a large
mixing bowl, combine the self-rising
cornmeal and the salt. Make a well in
the center and whisk in the egg and
the buttermilk. Pour the batter into the
hot skillet. 3) Bake for 30 minutes, and
brown the top under the broiler for 1
minute. Remove from the oven and
turn the corn bread out of the skillet
onto a wire rack to cool. Cut into wedg-
es and serve.

Note: As a healthy choice, omit the
salt. The self-rising cornmeal contains
salt. In place of bacon grease (if you
have chosen to use it on your skillet),
use nonstick cooking spray. Notice that
the recipe does not have any added oil.

SKILLET CORN BREAD:

To the above recipe, add 1-1/4
cups cracklings. Bake as muffins,
sticks, or a pone* and adjust the bak-
ing time according to your pan size.

*A pone is “a loaf or oval-shaped
cake of any type of bread, especially
corn bread.”

SOUR DOUGH STARTER
Recipe from Paragon Products, Inc.,
The Original Country Cookbook
2 cups flour
1-3/4 cups warm (not hot) water
6 teaspoons dry yeast
2 tablespoons honey

Combine flour and dry yeast in a
bowl. Mix honey in warm water and
gradually add to dry ingredients. Store
in earthenware pot at room tempera-
ture for two days to one week.

View Kitchen Kapers by Nancy
online at
www.theapopkachief.com/recipes
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SCHOOL BEGAN AUGUST 12 -
Traffic patterns will change. Stormy
weather comes and goes! Be care-
ful with your umbrellas. And always
watch out for those school chil-
drden ... and ducks. DON'T TEXT
WHILE DRIVING - Please! YOU
WILL PAY A FINE.

Children must be five years old
on or before September 1 to start
kindergarten. To enter first grade,
a child must be six years old on or
before September 1 and must have
successfully completed kindergar-
ten (Florida Statute 1003.21). Im-
munizations must be current.

UNLESS CHANGED: School Start
Times for Elementary School &
K-8: 8;45 a.m., Middle School: 9:30
a.m., High school: 7:20 a.m.

City of Apopka’s Northwest Recre-
ation Complex, 3710 Jason Dwelley
Parkway, Apopka 32712, 407-703-
1784. On any given weekend, you
can see many, many families in at-
tendance at the beautiful complex
setting participating in various orga-
nized sport programs,

Amenities at the complex in-
clude: Soccer Fields, Softball
Fields, Baseball Fields, Multi-
Purpose Fields, Sand Volleyball
Courts, Outdoor Basketball Courts,
Tennis Courts, Walking Trail, Am-
phitheater, Playground, Conces-
sion Stands.

11-mile wildlife drive (complete
with directional signs) (opened in
2015) on Lake Apopka shores, by
entering from Lust Road off Binion
Road, about a mile south of Camp
Wewa in the Plymouth area, for
one-way drive, 10 miles per hour,
with possible wildlife spotting stops.
DO NOT FEED THE GATORS - IT
MAY CAUSE CLOSING OF THE
TRAIL If you are stopping, drive will
take more than 1 hour. Drive runs
by canals used in muck-farming
days. The one-way drive exits on
Jones Road in Zellwood. You will
see a freshwater marsh system and
wildlife dependent on that type of
system. The drive is open on Fri-
days, Saturdays and Sundays and
federal holidays and is controlled
by the county. Open during daylight
hours only (one hour after sunrise
and one hour before sunset). Offi-
cial sunrise and sunset hours can
be found online.

The road is closed on other days
due to ongoing restoration work.
The trail is 11 miles long.

WEKIWA SPRINGS STATE PARK
is a 7,000-acre Florida State Park
in Apopka, Florida. It is located 20
minutes north of Orlando, off Inter-
state 4 at exit 94, near Altamonte
Springs and Longwood. The park
also contains the head water of the
Wekiva River. Address: 1800 Weki-

wa Circle, Apopka 32712, open
from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. For information,
call 407-884-4311

FRAN CARLTON CENTER
for seniors - senior activities at
Fran Carlton Center.
CALL 407-703-1642
FOR INFORMATION.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, FRI-
DAYS at 9:00 a.m. at 11 N. Forest
Ave., at the Fran Carlton Center..
Call 407-703-1642 for information.

CENTRAL FL CHRISTIAN CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE, 1806 S Bay
St., Eustis, has Fellowship Friday
meetings. For complete details of
all chamber events, visit cfchris-
tianchamber.com/events-chamber.
Contact: latrondra@cfchristian-
chamber.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15

VFW POST 10147 continues to
have its fund raising breakfast on
the third Saturday each month.
Next one is Feb. 15, 2025 from 8-10
a.m. at519 S. Central Avenue. Cost
is only $7.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Satur-
day, 9 am.-1 p.m., 122 E. FIFTH
STREET, APOPKA. Managed by
Apopka Historical Society. Call
407-703-1624 for info.

AVIAN RECONDITIONING CEN-
TER, for birds of prey, 323 Lester
Rd., Apopka, hours: 9:30-1:30 p.m.,
The center is open on Saturdays to
the public, weather permitting. Call
407-461-1056 for information.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
PRESIDENTS’ DAY
FEDERAL BANKING HOLIDAY

FITNESS CLASS, MONDAYS 9-10
a.m. 11 N. Forest Ave at Fran Carl-
ton Center. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info.

CRAFTS & CHATTER: 9:30-12
noon. Fran Carlton Center, 11 N
Forest Ave. Masks not required.
Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642 for
info.

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS
meets Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m.,
Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit,
601 S. Highland Avenue. If you
have a problem with food — over-
eating, anorexia, bulimia — there is
a solution for you. For more infor-
mation, visit OA.org or call Carrie
781-867-1071.

TOASTMASTERS: Apopka Foli-

age Toastmasters #840, meets
Wednesdays promptly at 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m., in person and zoom at
the Museum of Apopkans, 122 E.
5th St., Apopka, 32703. Call 407-
765-2629 for information.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18

THE SERTOMA CLUB meets the
first and third Tuesday of each
month, beginning at 11:30-noon, at
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s in The Back Room,
1410 Rock Springs Rd., Apopka.
Interested communitiy members
are encouraged to attend and get
acquainted. Meetings have re-
sumed on first and third Tuesdays.
Masks are encouraged.

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave. at Fran
Carlton Center. Masks no longer
required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info

ART CLASS. 9:30-12 noon. Fran
Carlton Center, 11 N Forest Ave.
Masks required. Temperature tak-
en. Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642
for info

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19

The Altamonte Springs / Apopka
VFW POST 10147. is NOW OPEN
Wednesday and Saturday Morn-
ings from (TIME CHANGE) 8:00 to
10:00 a.m. for coffee and dough-
nuts. (other hours by appointment
only). 3rd Saturday of the month
is VFW’s fundraising breakfast,
Also, evenings of Tribute music
are planned. Call 407-889-8266,
or email info@vfwpost10147.com
for information. The VFW Auxiliary
has been formed and is active as
well. Don’t forget to visit its excel-
lent Military Museum.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran
Carlton Center. Masks no longer
required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info..

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 10-11
a.m., Billie Dean Community Cen-
ter, 225 M.A. Board St., . Masks are
no longer required/ Pre-register.
Call 407-703-1642 for info

CITY OF APOPKA DRC (Develop-
ment Review Committee) meets
every Wednesday at 9 a.m.-10 a.m.
(or as long as necessary) at City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka.
Check for the online version.

BRIDGE CLASS. 10:15 a.m.-1 p.m.
(approximately) at Fran Carlton
Center, 11 N Forest Ave. Masks are
no longer required. Call 407-703-
1642 for info.

TOPS CHAPTER #646. (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly), TOPS, a non-
profit organization, will help you

reach a weight goal with support
from friendly, caring members, edu-
cation, and rewards. Each Thurs-
day weigh-in begins at 9:00 a.m. —
meeting ends at 10:15 a.m.. Come
to its NEW location 220 W. Hora-
tio Avenue, Maitland, FL 32751 to
meet with others who have a like-
minded goal to lose weight. No
products, no specific diet to follow,
no meds. Call 407-580-0897 for
more information.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Open
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays, 12 noon-5 p.m. and Satur-
day 9 am.-1 pm, 122 E Fifth St.
407-703-1642 for info.

EARLY BIRD BINGO at Bahia
Shrine Center, 3101 E. Semoran
Blvd.. Doors open at 5 p.m., and
the early bird game starts at 6 p.m.
For more information, call 407-660-
8811.

TOASTMASTERS: still meeting ev-
ery WEDNESDAY, 7:00 p.m. - 8:30
p.m., by zoom. For more informa-
tion, call 407-765-2629 or Vvisit
www.Apopkatoastmasters.com.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran
Carlton Center. Masks are no lon-
ger required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info.

ROTARY CLUB OF APOPKA - For
information, call 407-415-6588. Call
for updated information on meet-
ings and location.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Open
from noon to 5 p.m. on Wednes-
days, Thursdays, Fridays, and
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 120 E
Fifth St. Call 407-703-1624 for info.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran
Carlton Center. Masks are no lon-
ger required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Saturday Sounds, Saturday, April
27, 2024. HAPCO Apopka Interna-
tional Jazz Day with LeNard Rut-
ledge & Friends at Sounds Concert
Series. So far, nothing is scheduled
for March.

Rotary Club of Apopka is working
on their 24th annual fair at Kit Land
Nelson Park, February 27-March 2

ONGOING EVENTS

Florida Railroad Museum, 101 S.
Boyd Street, Winter Garden, is
open Tuesday-Saturday, 11-3 each
week excluding holidays. For info,
call 407-656-0559. . Must see.

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS are
public and will also be broadcast
on this shortened link: https://bit.
ly/2ABrmsb, and are normally held
the first Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.,
and third Wednesday at 7 p.m. in
the City Council Chambers, City
Hall, 120 E. Main St., Apopka. Sub-
ject to change with notice. For info.,
call City Clerk 407-703-1704. Agen-
da and minutes of meeting can be
found online. Once posted, check
for any revisions by Tuesday at 5
p.m. before the meeting

FOLIAGE GARDEN CLUB OF AP-
OPKA, meets the first Thursday of
each month, September through
May, at 9:45 a.m. at the Alonza
William Park / Bilie Dean Com-
munity Center, 225 M.A. Board St.,
Apopka. Contact: apopkafgca@
gmail.com. NO MEETINGS JUNE-
AUGUST.

FREE PLANT CLINIC in Apopka
is open on Tuesdays. Do you have
problems with your plants or lawn?
Let a Master Gardener help. Or-
ange County residents can bring
their questions and samples to
UF/IFAS Extension Master Gar-
dener volunteers at the UF/IFAS
Mid-Florida  Research  Educa-
tion Center (MREC), 2725 Binion
Road, Apopka, 32703; 9 a.m.-12
Tuesdays; 407-254-9200. Ques-
tions and photos can be emailed to
orangecomgv@ifas.ufl.edu. to be
answered by Master Gardeners.
A free plant clinic for commercial
growers is open Tuesdays 1-4 p.m.
at the same location.

KIWANIS CLUB OF APOPKA IS
now meeting MONTHLY on the
3rd Tuesday at 8 a.m. at Seacoast
Bank, 345 E Main Street, Apopka.
Contact 407-464-4606 for informa-
tion

BROWN BAG LUNCH - Third Sat-
urday of each month, Episcopal
Church of the Holy Spirit at the
corner of Highland and 6th St.,
Apopka, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., of-
fer to all who come a brown bag
lunch. In addition, men’s socks, flip
flops, stuffed animals, some cloth-
ing, children’s books and pet food
which is donated by My Pet World,
Apopka, may be available. If inter-
ested in volunteering, call Debbie
at 407-620-5081 for information.

APOPKA FOLIAGE TOASTMAS-
TER’S CLUB, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.,
on Zoom, Apopka. 407-765-2629.

NWOC FFA Alumni - Monthly
meetings (usually the 4th Mon-
day evening in a month during the
school year) are open to anyone.
(Looking for more information)

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, 122 E
5th Street, Hours open: Wednesay

to Friday. from noon-5 p.m., and
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m... Ad-
mission is free. Contains displays
and information about Apopka’s
history, and has history books for
sale. Monthly meetings of Apopka
Historical Society are normally held
on a Sunday afternoon. For more
information, go to www.theapopka-
museum.com.

THE APOPKA ELKS LODGE 2422
meets first and third Tuesdays of
month, 201 W. Orange. For more
information, call 407-886-1600 or
email apopkaelks@aol.com Bar
Bingo every Monday night at 7 p.m.
promptly.

GFWC APOPKA WOMAN'S CLUB,
meets at First Methodist Church,
201 N. Park Avenue. Call 407-880-
2111 for more information.

CITY OF APOPKA PLANNING
& ZONING - usually the second
Tuesday of the month. 5:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers, City Hall,
120 E. Main St., Apopka. All meet-
ings open to the public. Subject to
change with notice. For info., call
David Moon, 407-703-1739.

BRIDGE GAMES AND CLASSES:
Every Monday and Friday morning
at 9:15 a.m., at the Lake County
Duplicate Bridge Club, 510 W. Key
Ave., Eustis. For more information,
call 352-315-9934 or visit lakedupli-
cate.com.

NORTH ORANGE BRANCH LI-
BRARY HAS RE-OPENED. COM-
PUTER CLASSES in both English
and Spanish: Available daily or
weekly at OCLS North Orange
Branch.* Classes are: Computer Ba-
sics, Excel, Word Resume Writing,
Email for Seniors, ELLIS English
Lab, Word, Online Job Searches,
Power Point, Internet, Open Lab,
How to use a mouse and key-
board, etc. Call OCLS North Orange
Branch* for more details.

HABITAT VOLUNTEERS: Go to
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org,
click on volunteers. There are a
number of opportunities available at
the Restores. Call 407-696-5855 or
407-880-8881 to sign up for informa-
tion.

(OCLS) Orange County Public
Library North Orange Branch Ad-
dress: 1211 E. Semoran Boule-
vard, Apopka 436 (Semoran) and
Thompson Road. www.ocls.info.

*Apopka Area Chamber of Com-
merce, 2755 Border Ln., Suite
#102-7, Apopka. 32703. For more
info, call 407-886-1441

COMMUNITY EVENTS
CALENDAR INFORMATION
Events, fund raisers,
and non-profit organizations
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City: Moratorium must have purpose
and timeline of existence, attorney says

Continued from page 1A

year; and the moratorium
must specify what develop-
ments it’s stopping, whether
it’s all residential, all com-
mercial, or anything else.
If it’s all types of develop-
ments, are they in a specif-
ic area, and, if in a specific
area, what are the boundar-
ies of that area?

If a moratorium’s time-
line goes over a year, the
court will view this as “sus-
picious” and perhaps see the
moratorium as a stop-work
order for everybody who
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has property rights. There-
fore, the city must be able
to justify its reason for the
moratorium, Shepard said.

“It’s a compounded
problem because at this
time in our history, not only
as a state but as a coun-
try, we have probably the
most overall conservative
judiciary we’ve ever had,”
Shepard explained. “Why
is that important? It’s not
a political statement. It’s
because the more conser-
vative you are, typical-
ly the more into property
rights you are. The more
into property rights you
are, the more likely you are
to be on the wrong end of
that judge. That’s why you
need to understand that this
is not a political statement,
it’s just a factual statement.
But that’s why timing mat-
ters.”

Commissioner  Nick
Nesta asked whether a mor-
atorium could apply to a
specific geographical lo-
cation such as the Golden
Gem pond area. He point-
ed out that the many in-
frastructure failures there
can’t support current or fu-
ture developments. Shepa-
rd said yes if the city has a
reason.

Earlier in the Feb. 5

meeting, Da Huo, utili-
ty design manager for city
public service department,
presented updates on re-
storing the 250-million-
gallon Golden Gem pond
following the January 2024
sinkhole formation. Huo
said the sinkhole had been
filled in and now the city is
exploring ways to strength-
en the pond’s structure to
prevent future sinkholes.

Commissioner  Alex-
ander H. Smith discussed
with Shepard how, if the
city passes a moratori-
um affecting Golden Gem
pond, how would that stop
Orange County from de-
veloping in the same area
if the city is supplying the
water to unincorporated
Orange County?

In response, Shepa-
rd said the moratorium
wouldn’t stop anybody
who isn’t building in Apop-
ka. As for the water supply,
the city must still do this if
it has the duty to do so. Re-
garding if the water can’t
be supplied based on the
pond’s condition, then the
city could say they can’t
continue to supply the wa-
ter.

“I just want to make
sure that we’re not stopping
growth inside the city, but

we have no control over the
growth in unincorporated
part, even though they’re
Apopka residents,” Smith
said.

“To the extent that not
having available reclaimed
water would put a damp-
er on growth in the city,
you would be doing that,”
Shepard replied. “If in fact
what you are doing is say-
ing we need to study, how
water use or reclaimed wa-
ter use from this specific
area is affecting whatever
it’s affecting because you
cannot control growth out-
side your boundaries. It’s a
sovereignty issue. Just like
Orange County can’t stick
a road in Apopka without
Apopka saying they can,
that just doesn’t work. So,
they don’t get to put in a
street, a city road and say,
here you go. It’s just not
how that works.”

In the end, Shepard
was asked to draft a few
versions of the moratori-
um for the City Council’s
review at a future meeting,
to which Shepard said he
already has several drafts
ready for submitting to the
City Council for consider-
ation.

Send Us Your News

Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com
Phone: 407-886-2777
Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,
where food is our passion
e Our sauces are made fresh daily

e The house salad dressing is made from scratch
e Only the finest ingredients are used

1oy

Call us for take out orders!

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080

1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 * 407-531-1151
Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

SUDOKU ANSWERS

PUZZ1LE CAN BE
FOUND ON PAGE 2B
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AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHzR

OMAHA STEAKS
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Butcher’s Savory Gollection
Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)
PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
78045ZKC  separately $269:94 312999
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

ORDER
NOW!
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OmahaSteaks.com/Savory1312 | 1.877.694.0131
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 778045ZKC

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 6 0z. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 78045.
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be
available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 03/31/25. 24M7123 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

GET 8
FREE

FILET MIGNON
BURGERS

A $37 value!
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