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SRO talks ‘head
in right direction,’
police chief says

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Negotiating parties
haven’t come to an agree-
ment yet over the ensu-
ing school resource officers
(SROs) contracts, but it may
be going in the right direc-
tion, Apopka Police Chief
Michael McKinley told the
Apopka City Council at
its Wednesday, January 15
meeting.

“We did meet with the
all the cities and chiefs, and
a couple of the city manag-
ers met with the (Orange
County) school board yes-
terday (Tuesday, January
14),” McKinley told the City
Council. “We had very con-
structive conversations. We
didn’t come to an agreement
yet. I think we’re headed in
the right direction. We left
them with a proposal that
they are taking up with the
(OCPS) superintendent to
present to her. And I’'m sure
we’ll see a counter-propos-
al. We haven’t set another
negotiation date. If we can
resolve it in talks, we can
maybe not have another one.
But I think everybody’s op-
timistic that we’re going to
be able to resolve this in the
very near future.”

The biggest debate in
the negotiation was reim-

bursement.
When the police chiefs,
municipalities, and OCPS

officials met on Tuesday,
there was a small language
change added to the con-
tract.

“This is what we asked
to be put in the contract,
that when the contract ex-
pires, that if we go into the
next school year without a
contract, then the previous
amount will carry over until
we have a contract,” McKin-
ley said. “Then that contract
will be retro back to the be-
ginning of that school year.
That way, we’re not sitting
here without a contract that’s
covering everything until we
can do a new contract.”

On Tuesday, the nego-
tiating parties also agreed
to including language in
the contracts that if anyone
were to opt out of the SRO
program, a six months’ no-
tice should be given so there
would be time to replace an
SRO, McKinley said.

Negotiations over the
SRO programs in Orange
County schools began last
month. OCPS currently has
a one-year contract with the
law enforcement agencies in
Apopka, Ocoee,

See CITY Page 3A
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By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The city kicked off
the construction of its
new $500,000 skate park
and pump track with a
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny on Friday, January 10,
at the site of the new park,
located just north of the
Fran Carlton Center on
North Forest Avenue in
Apopka.

The new Apopka
Action Sports Park is an

See PARK Page 11A

Mayor Bryan Nelson (I) and C|ty parks and recreation director Radley W||I|ams ()
unveil the renderings of the Apopka Action Sports Park at the groundbreaking

ceremony.

Wlth a January 10 groundbreaklng, the C|ty marked start of construction of the Apopka Action Sports Park
near the Fran Carlton Center on North Forest Avenue. Pictured (I to r) are Radley Williams, city Parks and
Recreation director; Diane Velazquez, city commissioner; Nick Nesta, city commissioner; Suzanne Wheeler,
Smooth Wheeler and Josh Wheeler, city residents; Bryan Nelson; Nadia Anderson, City commissioner; John
Drago, Apopka Community Redevelopment Agency Board member; and Christine Moore, Orange County
District 2 commissioner.

City breaks ground for its new skate
park and pump track

~ = Coming Soon!
Annpka Action Sparts Park

(pm i
(M u\'

on the south end of the complex be-

7

landscape
structures

A rendering of the new inclusive playground at the Northwest Recreation Complex, for which there will be
a groundbreaking on Friday, January 24, on the south end of the complex between the baseball fields and
Wolf Lake Middle School. Rendering by Rep Services, Inc.

Ground to break for new playground

There will be a groundbreaking
for the new inclusive playground at
the Northwest Recreation Complex
on Friday, January 24, at 3:30 p.m.,

Northwest Playground m

be located on-site at 3710 Jason
tween the baseball fields and Wolf Dwelley Parkway, Apopka, inside of
Lake Middle School.

Parking for the ceremony will See PLAYGROUND Page 3A
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16th annual MLK
Parade is Jan. 20

The 16th annual Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. pa-
rade will be held on Mon-
day, January 20, beginning
at 2 p.m., 519 South Central
Avenue and ending at the
John H. Bridges Commu-
nity Center. It is organized
by the South Apopka Min-
isterial Alliance.

Martin Luther King,
Jr., whose original name
is Michael King, Jr., was
born January 15, 1929, in
Atlanta, Georgia and died
April 4, 1968, in Memphis,
Tennessee. He was a Baptist
minister and social activ-
ist who led the civil rights
movement in the United
States from the mid-1950s

2024 continues with festival, city/VFW agreement

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Note: This is the sec-
ond of a four-part series re-
viewing the news in Apop-
ka in 2024 as written in
the pages of The Apopka
Chief. This week covers
April, May, and June.

April

The Apopka City
Council decided to table
the vote on authorizing a
renewed recreation facili-
ty use agreement with Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post
10147, over the use of the
Apopka Community Cen-
ter. ... Elzbieta Weron of

DeLand, one of dozens
of artists who will feature
their work at the 62nd an-
nual Apopka Art and Fo-
liage Festival during the
last weekend of April, re-
ferred to herself as a “late
bloomer” in the photogra-
phy world. ... The Apop-
ka Historical Society host-
ed a special event in honor
of Women’s History Month
featuring city of Apop-
ka Commissioner Diane
Velazquez and local artist
Delia Miller at the Apop-
ka Museum on Thursday,
March 28. ... On Monday,
April 1, Orange County’s
Tourist Development Tax
Application Review Com-

mittee opened its appli-
cation window for capital
grants from $2 million to
$15 million and will accept
applications through April
30.

The Foliage Serto-
ma Club of Apopka hon-
ored Francina Boykin with
the Service to Mankind
Award, which recognizes
an individual for civic ef-
forts reflecting the club’s
motto of “service to man-
kind.” ... At the April 3
Apopka City Council meet-
ing, Mayor Bryan Nelson
gives the Apopka Woman’s
Club a proclamation about
the 62nd annual Apop-
ka Art and Foliage Festi-

val. ... Kyle Becker has
resigned as city commis-
sioner of Seat 3 and vice
mayor, citing the sale of his
Apopka home and moving
out of the city as the rea-
son. As such, he will miss
what would have been his
last City Council meet-
ing, scheduled for Wednes-
day, April 17. ... Forty-five
schools in Orange Coun-
ty Public Schools, includ-
ing Wolf Lake Elementary
School in Apopka, earned
the State Board of Educa-
tion’s Schools of Excel-
lence designation for the
2022-23 school year.

On Wednesday, April
17, the Apopka City Coun-

cil voted unanimously
to authorize the renew-
al of a recreation facility
use agreement with Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars Post
10147, over the use of the
Apopka Community Cen-
ter. ... Construction of
Miller’s Ale House is pro-
gressing on the corner of
South McGee Avenue and
U.S. Highway 441/Main
Street ... Apopka police
are searching for a miss-
ing and endangered woman
who hasn’t returned home
since she left it early this
week. ... Thursday, April
11, ended week number

See REVIEW Page 8A

until his death by assassina-
tion in 1968.

His leadership was
fundamental to that move-
ment’s success in ending
the legal segregation of
African Americans in the
South and other parts of the
United States. King rose
to national prominence as
head of the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Confer-
ence, which promoted non-
violent tactics, such as the
massive March on Wash-
ington (1963), to achieve
civil rights.

He was awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize in 1964.
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Apopka Event of the Week

VFW Post 10147, 519 S. Central Ave.,at
noon on Saturday, January 18, will hold
its community service awards ceremo-
ny. Awardees are: Community Business,
Teachers of the year for high school and
elementary schools, student essays for
Voice of Democracy and Patriots Pen,
Also honored are APD Officer, AFD Fire-
man and AFD Paramedic of the year.

The Apopka Chief

January 17, 2025, Page 2A

Opinion

century.

Quotable

Ms. Boykin always had the de-
sire to delve into legal and civic mat-
ters. It is without a doubt she’s strictly
a civic-minded individual, beginning
with the civil rights issues of the 20th

knowledge of leaders in NW
Orange County’s growth

Author shares historical

The Apop

ka Chief
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Author shares knowledge of
NW Orange County’s growth

Our nation is honoring Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. on January 20,
and Apopka will mark the occasion
with a parade at 2 p.m. Monday.

As we remember his dedication to
achieving equality for all races, we
are re-publishing an article about
local individuals who shared their
abilities to help fuel the successful
growth of our area.

Excerpt from

The Pennings of

Perrine Slim

(Published February 26, 2010,

in The Apopka Chief )

John T. Vereen of soul brother’s
heritage was nurtured in Orange
and Seminole counties (Forest City)
and is now retired in Plymouth at
his home and citrus fruit processing
area. John attended public schools
locally, colleges in Florida and New
York during the 1940s-1950s. Lat-
er in the 1950s, John became inter-
ested in citrus processing, initiating
with the harvesting phase. During
the 1960s, Vereen was publicized
in several magazines as being the
first person of his race to have ac-
complished so much in the process-
ing arena pertaining to citrus. John
harvested more citrus than his com-
petitors (of his heritage) and had a
thriving citrus juice business called
“John-John” that lasted well into
the 1990s. Also, John established
a packinghouse processing plant
that was located south of the cur-
rent U.S. Highway 441 and Mait-
land Boulevard that was totally de-
stroyed by fire. Nowadays, it is very
interesting to chat with John as to
the changes involved in citrus pro-
cessing.

Francina Boykin, nurtured in
Apopka, received primary and sec-
ondary education in Apopka and
went on to receive a college degree.
Ms. Boykin always had the desire
to delve into legal and civic matters.
It is without a doubt she’s strictly
a civic-minded individual, begin-
ning with the civil rights issues of
the 20th century. Although relative-
ly young, she has played a signifi-
cant role in arbitration for people of
her heritage in areas pertaining to

civil rights, public health, neighbor-
hood watch programs supervised
sporting events at parks, public ed-
ucation, street maintenance, low-
income housing accommodations,
school zoning, and gang activities.
Francina Boykin has penned nu-
merous articles in several leading
Central Florida and Jacksonville
newspapers in recent years.

Nowadays, Ms. Boykin is con-
stantly stopping at street corners
for great lengths of time, convers-
ing with youngsters about achieve-
ments, truancy, self-esteem, re-
spect for others, dress code (boys
with breeches below their buttocks;
girls with too much body expo-
sure) and offering concrete advice.
Ms. Boykin has gained an outstand-
ing level of respect and notoriety
in the ghetto, and even in the up-
scale communities in Orange Coun-
ty for her high quality of standards
and the need to assist others over
the years of being the “people’s ad-
vocate.” Francina attributes her
success to the likes of the illustri-
ous principal of Apopka Memorial
High School, Roger Williams in the
1960s and her grandfather, a civil
rights activist and union organizer,
in the 1940s.

Willie Lewis Freeman was fa-
vorably called “Mailman” or “Gov-
ernment” by all ethnic groups in
the Apopka area for approximately
40 years after the mid-20th centu-
ry, stemming from his employment
with the United States Post Office,
and most of all, his concern, care
and dedication to mankind. Free-
man, on numerous occasions, be-
came involved in safety measures,
social attributes and legal issues not
relative to the post office. Slim of-
ten commends “Mailman” through
our conversations for the knowl-
edge that he has given to citizens
of the entire Apopka mail delivery
area. Without a doubt, he definite-
ly knows 90 percent of the families
by name in the area. Thanks, Willie
Lewis Freeman.

Apopka has produced outstand-

See HISTORY Page 4A
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Wheatley’s art project is incredible

I’ve always said,
great things happen when
the community comes to-
gether for our schools.
Well, recently this once
again proved true at Phil-
lis Wheatley Elementary
School.

When a call was made
for just one small art proj-
ect, the community re-
sponded beyond expecta-
tions. The result was some-
thing far better and/ more
transformative than anyone
could have imagined.

It all started with our
amazing partner, Shaunte
Jemison of Re-Imagine
Communities, a non-profit
in the Apopka area with a

Orange County School
Board, District 7

W

- =
VA

Melissa Byrd

strong emphasis on help-
ing schools and students in
our area.

Shaunte wanted to
help transform Wheat-
ley’s media center and cre-
ate a community art proj-
ect that would inspire the
children who walk through
the doors each day. She

reached out to the wonder-
ful principal of the school,
Tabitha Brown, who was
on board with the vision.

Principal Brown want-
ed something to brighten
up the school and give her
scholars a sense of pride.
When students have pride
in their school, it pays off
in various ways, and most
of all, helps build excite-
ment for school and learn-
ing.

The idea at the time
was to just get a simple mu-
ral painted. Little did they
know that the community
would come together and

See BYRD Page 4A

Septicto Sewer Program is explained

Florida’s natural wa-
ter resources, including the
Wekiwa River and Wekiwa
Springs, are vulnerable to
human activity, which can
generate excess phosphorus
and nitrogen. These nutri-
ents cause algae, which im-
pairs the water quality, kills
fish, and damages local
ecosystems. Septic tanks
have been identified as the
source of 29 percent of ni-
trogen in the springs.

For those who are not
aware, Orange County Util-
ities kicked off the Weki-
wa Springs Septic to Sewer
Program in the summer of
2021. The partnership be-
tween Orange County, the
St. Johns River Water Man-
agement District, and the
Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection is a

County Commissioner
District 2

Chritine Moore

multiyear, multiphase ef-
fort to convert almost 2,000
homes from septic tanks to
an Orange County central
sewer system.

The current Wekiwa
and Rock Springs Basin
Management Action Plan
mandates that, within the
Priority Focus Area, prop-
erties smaller than one acre
with conventional septic
systems must either con-
nect to the sewer system or

upgrade to enhanced nitro-
gen-reducing septic sys-
tems. This requirement ap-
plies to existing systems
that will not be connected
to sewer within the next
five years. The timelines
and procedures for enforce-
ment will be established by
the state.

Orange County Gov-
ernment has recently re-
leased a new website for
those located in the Weki-
wa Springs Septic to Sewer
Program. This website is
a great resource for those
wanting to know where
they are in the process, and
what they should expect
during construction.

The website offers
maps of each phase of our

See MOORE Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

Therefore | tell you, whatever you ask for
in prayer, believe that you have received
it, and it will be yours.

Mark 11:24

Be yourself,
warts and all.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, postage paid
at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23, 1879. The =X
@popka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., eve- $ips

ry Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annu- (33

al subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange Coun- /
ty, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to g
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Even though written about the past, these same conditions still exist

there are times when scars

The older I get, the
more understanding I have
about my lack of knowl-
edge. It was told to me,
“The older you get the
more wisdom you gain.”
Somewhere I must have
lost my way, as I do not feel
any wiser, just older! I am

are there because the les-
son was not fully learned
the first time. The secret is,
never stop trying. When the
trial gets so hard you can-
not see your way out, I like
the advice given by Tom

T. Hall. He said, “Knuckle

not complaining though, it
beats the alternative. Some
of my youthful exuberance
has led me into many learn-
ing experiences that al-
most have to be learned by
“hands on.”

I tell my children that
a college degree costs a lot

Ike Hayden k

of money, and although we
learn a lot faster through
the school of hard knocks,
the cost requires flesh
more than money. Some-
times wisdom is evident
by the scars that are car-
ried by a person, and yet

down, buckle down, do it,
do it, do it!” Remember the
Grand Canyon started be-
cause of a small stream that
persevered.

Our nation is in tur-
moil, and it seems that ev-
ery effort we make toward
sanity seems futile. When

I compare what we are ex-
periencing today with what
our Constitution guarantees
us as citizens of the greatest
nation of the world, I see a
vast discrepancy.

For instance, the pre-
amble of our Constitution
states: “We the People of
the United States, in Or-
der to form a more perfect
Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquil-
ity, provide for the com-
mon defense, promote the
general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity,

do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United
States of America.”

Our “more perfect
Union” is to be established
by “We the People.” That
means all of us, not a cho-
sen few. That Union is to
be formed for the secur-
ing of the rights given to
us by our Creator; not giv-
en by the Union. The gov-
ernment today is dictating
to us what rights we have,
not defending them. This
administration has taken
away or distorted our rights
to the point our nation al-

most resembles a Socialist/
Marxist regime. Our “com-
mon defense” is slowly be-
ing bastardized by making
it a social experiment, not
a fighting, protecting mili-
tary.

Nationally, our police
forces have been made to
second-guess every move
they make to the detriment
of their life or limb. They
have been ridiculed, ha-
rassed by those who have
an ideology that does away
with police presence. All

See HAYDEN Page 4A
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Playground: Facility to include accessible pathways, sensory garden

Continued from page 1A day Foundation.

“The city is excited
to build this playground
which will provide an in-
clusive environment for
children of all abilities to
play and grow together. It
will be a great amenity for
our families and the com-
munity as a whole,” said
Mayor Bryan Nelson in a
press release.

The new

Gate 1.

The new inclusive
playground is being fund-
ed with the city’s recreation
impact fees along with a
donation by Unlimited Ca-
pabilities for $110,000;
$100,000 of that total is be-
ing donated by one of the
organization’s  long-time

funding partners, the Halli- inclusive

playground, designed with
input from community part-
ners, the Apopka Parks and
Recreation = Department,
and REP Services, Inc. will
include features such as a
Zip-Krooz,  Go-Rounds,
multiple styles of swings,
accessible pathways to the
various structures, a senso-
ry garden, and more.

Plans for a new exit-
roadway, additional park-

ing, and sidewalks to ser-
vice the playground are
also in the final stages of
planning.

Unlimited Capabilities
is a local non-profit organi-
zation that strives to “pro-
vide members of our com-
munity with special needs
or disabilities opportunities
that foster independence
and community connection
by offering recreational ac-

City: All SROs are still in Apopkas schools

Continued from page 1A put SROs in every one of its
schools based on the Marjo-
ry Stoneman Douglas Act.

The district has a
three-year contract with the
remaining four agencies:
Orange County Sheriff’s
Office, Orlando Police
Department, Maitland Police
Department, and Eatonville
Police Department.

Winter Garden, Winter
Park, and Windermere,
which secures SROs on
campuses for the 2024-25
school year in compliance
with the Marjorie Stoneman
Douglas High School Public
Safety Act, a bill that the
Florida Legislature passed

on February 14, 2018, after The Orange County
the shooting at Marjory School Board conducted
Stoneman Douglas High a December 10, 2024,
School in Parkland, Florida. work session to discuss

the possible use of school
guardians on campuses the

The act aims to improve
school safety and security.

Throughout the nego- five municipalities. The
tiations, the city of Apopka school board continued
never removed any SROs discussions on Tuesday,
from any of the schools, January 14.

If an agreement cannot
be reached, the Guardian
Program is the only option

McKinley confirmed. In
2018, Apopka was the first
city in Orange County to

allowed by Florida law to
provide the added security to
school campuses, according
to OCPS in a news release
from early December.

For the current school
year, OCPS offered all
municipalities a 20 percent
increase from last year’s
reimbursement rate and
proposed a $75,000 rate for
the 2026-27 year — a 25
percent increase from the
2023-24 year, according
to an email OCPS sent
out to district families on
Tuesday, December 17.
The district-proposed SRO
reimbursement increase far
exceeded the 11 percent
salary increase given to
OCPS teachers and support
staff over the last two years.

Four of the nine law
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enforcement partners have
agreed to a three-year
contract, but the five listed
municipalities have  not
agreed to a contract beyond
the current school year,
according to a December
2024 OCPS email.

The SRO negotiations
could impact the following

Apopka schools:

Apopka  High, Apopka
Memorial and Wolf Lake
middle schools, Kelly
Park School, Dream Lake,
Apopka, Lakeville, Rock
Springs, and Wolf Lake

elementary schools.

tivities, scholarships, and
sponsorships,” according to
the group’s website.

Rep Services, Inc.,
a family-owned busi-
ness dedicated to enhanc-
ing communities through
thoughtful design and su-
perior outdoor spaces,” ac-
cording to the group’s web-

113

site, was chosen to design
and build the new inclusive
playground.

Many of Rep Services’
designs and projects can be
found throughout Central
Florida, from Sanford and
Lake Mary, to Orlando and
Kissimmee.
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History: Slim shared more of his appreciation and respect in 2011

Continued from page 2A

ing law enforcement officers that
persons of Slim’s era would certain-
ly have known, regardless of eth-
nicity, for the cities of Apopka, Mi-
ami, and New York, state of New
York and a Federal U.S. Marshal,
namely, H.D. Miley, Fred Risener,
J.S. Parrish, Henry Glover, Norman
Betts, L.G. Nolle, George Fiall,
Herman “Doc” McQueen and Earl
Mott, Jr.

Previously, Slim recognized
that so much information pertaining
to his black achievements would
have to wait until the year 2011 to
include many persons of our young-
er generation that should be written
about.

Slim wants to thank numer-

ous reputable white and black indi-
viduals, who made time and effort
to supply Slim’s gray matter with
such valuable information regard-
ing Apopka’s past and present his-
tory. Oh, yes! The Honorable May-
or John H. Land of Apopka, consid-
ered the “dean” of mayors through-
out this good ole U.S.A., winning
his 19th term as mayor, shared in-
valuable knowledge. Mrs. Annie
Belle D. Gilliam, whom Slim calls
the “Southern Belle,” was reared in
the area, thus obtaining a substan-
tial wealth of knowledge through
businesses (grocery, citrus grove
management) and old timers’ oral
conversations pertaining to people
and incidents occurring in the 20th
and 21st century

M. Gladden, Jr., longtime en-

trepreneur (grocery, citrus grove,
laundromat) lived more than 55
consecutive years below the TO&A
Railroad tracks. Last, but not least,
Ms. Mildred A. Board was the orig-
inator and former columnist for
“Bits ‘n’ Tips” in The Apopka Chief
weekly newspaper.

They are definitely some of
those individuals aforementioned
Slim credits with an enormous ap-

preciation and respect for their
care, concern and knowledge of
Northwest Orange County (Clar-
cona, Piedmont, Lakeville, Apopka,
Plymouth, Tangerine, Zellwood and
Rock Springs).In 2011, folks, Slim
will see yah!

Slim’s book, The Pennings of
Perrine Slim, is sold in the Museum
of Apopkans at 122 E. 5th Street ,
Apopka 32703.

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Sec. 166.041(3)(a), Florida Statutes
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code,
Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Jonathan Huels, Esq. has made
application relating to the following described property.
ORDINANCE NO. 3093
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
ZONING FROM COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS RURAL DISTRICT), COUNTY
A-2 (FARMLAND RURAL DISTRICT), CITY T (TRANSITIONAL), AND
RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY ESTATE (RSF-1A) TO KPI-MU (KELLY
PARK INTERCHANGE MIXED USE) WITH AN ASSIGNMENT OF NEIGHBORHOOD
OVERLAY, FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH
OF W. KELLY PARK ROAD AND EAST OF CHANDLER ROAD; OWNED
BY KELLY PARK ROAD PROPERTY, LLC; COMPRISING 117.16 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN
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18-20-28-0000-00-132,
18-20-28-0000-00-050,
18-20-28-0000-00-048,
18-20-28-0000-00-035,
18-20-28-0000-00-033,
18-20-28-0000-00-080,
18-20-28-00000-00-

Parcel Identification Number (s) :
18-20-28-0000-00-031,
18-20-28-0000-00-049,
18-20-28-0000-00-052,
18-20-28-0000-00-034,
18-20-28-0000-00-037,
18-20-28-0000-00-119,
047

Contains:

18-20-28-0000-00-051,
18-20-28-0000-00-046,

117.16 +/- acres

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street,
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, February 11, 2025 beginning at 5:30
P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing will be held by the
City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meeting in
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main
Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February 19, 2025 beginning
at 7:00 P.M. AND Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Rezoning Application can be inspected
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka, Florida 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less
than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council

Apopka Planning Commission

January 17, 2025 Community Development Department

Publish: The Apopka Chief
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Byrd: Five artists create graphics

Continued from page 2A

expand that vision.

Shaunte then reached
out to the Creative Hub of
Apopka, a non-profit art
studio in Apopka that al-
lows community members
to foster their creativity in
a warm setting. She also
reached out to Delia Miller,
a local Apopka artist who
has painted beautiful com-
munity artwork around
town.

They leveraged their
resources and connect-
ed with another commu-
nity member represent-
ing Apopka, Murals and
Downtown Barbers Apop-
ka, to issue a call to action.
And, the community artists
answered the call! Five, yes
five, local artists joined in

to help.

Each of the five artists
poured their heart into cre-
ating something truly spe-
cial, transforming not just
the media center, but sever-
al spaces within the school
into works of art.

Delia Miller took on
the main stairwell, design-
ing a stunning feature wall
with the school’s panther
mascot.

This gorgeous wall
quickly became a center-
piece of pride when the
students returned. Several
other spaces were just as
amazing including an in-
spiring wall mural in the
gym. And they are not done
yet. There are more murals
to come!

Shaunte said it best,
“What these artists accom-

plished wasn’t just painting
walls - they created a lega-
cy. Their work not only rei-
magined the physical space
but also uplifted the spir-
it and morale of the entire
school community. Now
Phillis Wheatley’s students
have something beautiful
and inspiring they can cher-
ish for years to come.”

Most important to me
is the message it sends to
these students. A message
of hope, that they are loved
by their community. There
really is no other message
more important for our
young people.

Thank you to our com-
munity, to Shaunte, and
to all of these artists who
came together to show
these students just how
loved they are!

Moore: Phases are near completion

Continued from page 2A

Wekiwa Springs Septic to
Sewer Program. The proj-
ect has seven phases with
some completed, and oth-
ers nearing completion. On
the website you will find:

- Construction status of
each phase

- General project in-
formation answered in an

easy-to-use FAQ format

- What to do if you
have a broken irrigation
pipe or sprinkler head,
landscape/hardscape dam-
age, or plumbing issues as a
result of construction

- Answers on how to
pay for your portion of the
conversion

- Contact names, num-
bers, and email addresses

for project leaders

The website is a help-
ful tool for those wanting to
learn more about or if there
are questions regarding the
Wekiwa Springs Septic to
Sewer project. You may
visit the web page here:
Septic 2 Sewer, or feel
free to contact my office
at 407.836.5850 as well, if
you have any questions.

Hayden: Americans stand together

Continued from page 2A

policemen and all first re-
sponders need to know we
support them, and we do
not want to live in a com-
munity without them. I
have been pleasantly sur-
prised to see an individual
jump in to help protect an
Officer of the Law when
that officer was being over-
powered by a criminal.

Where are the men that
used to be the protectors of
justice?

Have we given up the
privilege of being the dad-
dy (a little girl’s first love,
and a boy’s first hero), the
provider, the family uniter,
and the example of leader-
ship for daily living?

It is time to promote
the General Welfare by
standing up to those who
will disparage policemen
and first responders and
then we will insure domes-
tic tranquility.” Let all of
us be lovers of the “Bless-
ings of Liberty to ourselves

and our posterity.” Love is
not the tingling that comes
from an emotional encoun-
ter, but a solid, uncondi-
tional commitment that is
a choice we make. Once
made, that commitment
may waiver, but it should
never fail.

Are emotions involved
with a commitment? Ask
me that when I see “Old
Glory” being raised to the
“Star Spangled Banner”
and the tears start flowing
when I think of the men
and women who have sac-
rificed their lives in defense
of what that banner stands
for.

Is our love of nation
being tried? You bet it is!
Look at today’s headlines
and listen to the newscasts
that promote progressive
ideals and woke attitudes
that will bring our nation to
its knees.

We must be ready to
stand in the gap and not
back down when we are
faced with those forces.

The Marine motto,
“Semper Fidelis” (Always
Faithful), should be the
beat of our hearts. Our na-
tional motto, “In GOD we
trust” should sustain us
when we feel we cannot do
this by ourselves. As I said
in the beginning, it is not
the “flash in the pan” that
makes a difference, but the
one who, when being test-
ed, holds his or her head up
and stands solid in the free-
doms given to us by our
Creator.

Keep on keepin’ on.
Start with your neighbors.
Let them know you are
concerned for them and
you are willing to defend
them and your neighbor-
hood.

Race or different na-
tionalities should have
nothing to do with our de-
cisions if we stand togeth-
er as Americans, blessed to
be together in the greatest
nation the world has ever
experienced, the United
States of America.
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Couples can marry in group
ceremony on Valentine’s Day

The Orange County
Clerk of Courts office in-
vites families to join the
office and other couples to
say their vows in the Valen-
tine’s Day group wedding
ceremony.

The event will take
place Friday, February 14,
on the courtyard steps of
Orange County Courthouse,
425 North Orange Ave., Or-
lando.

Participation in the
group event costs $70,
which includes a commem-
orative certificate, wedding
photos, and a special gift.

Participants  will still
need to pay the required fee
for the marriage license in
addition to the $70 pack-

Tell them you saw it in

The Apopka Chief

age fee.

To participate, a couple
must first obtain their mar-
riage license prior to the
event. Getting a marriage
license can be done on the
Marriage page of MyOr-

angeClerk.com.

After obtaining their
marriage license, the cou-
ple can visit shorturl.at/E71-
Hh to register for the Valen-
tine’s Day group wedding
ceremony.

We Take Walk-In
Patients
7 Days a Week!

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

* Most Insurance Accepted

* On-Site X-Ray Lab

* Serving the community
for over 30 years

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
‘Whitney Dailey PA-C

Elisabeth Duer PA-C
Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club
Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM ¢ Fri.8-6PM ¢ Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM

=

-
Fri., Jan. 17, 2025 thru '-|E’ =
Sun., Jan. 19, 2025

WICKED(PG) 12:20; \

3:10; 6:20; 9:20 E

MOANA 2 (PG) 12:30; | [ ' VFW POST 10147
3:50; 6:40; 10:30 %, | 519 S. Central Ave., Apopka
DEN OF THIEVES 2: =

PANTERA(R) 12:40; ‘,e 1 invites you to its 3rd Saturday
330:6:30.9:40 e FUNDRAISING
HEDGEHOG 3 (PG) oA BREAKFAST

12:50; 3:40; 6:30; 9:30
ONE OF THEM

. SAT., JAN. 18
; 8 a.m.-10 a.m.

» Scrambled Eggs
« Sausage Links * Pancakes
* Biscuits and Gravy

* Orange Juice ¢ Coffee « Water

ALL FOR $7.00!

Children under 5 free with paid adult

DAYS(R) 1:00; 4:00;
7:10; 10:20

WOLF MAN(R) 1:10;
4:10; 7:00; 9:50
MUFASA: THE LION
KING (PG) 1:20; 4:20;
7:20;10:10
NOSFERATU(R) 1:30;
4:30; 7:30; 10:00

TUES. VALUE DAYS
NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX
with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
Www.regmovies.com

VFW MISSION:
Ensure that veterans are respected for
their service, always receive their earned
entitlements, and are recognized for the
sacrifices they and their loved ones have

made on behalf of this great country. < —= S
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The Way
| See It

Patti
Bankson

California’s burning!
Newsom'’s Fiddling!

When my husband left
the Marine Corps, we moved
from Hawaii to Los Angeles
where his family lived. We
were there for a little more
than ten years before mov-
ing to Colorado.

| really loved California,
and | have a mixed bag of
memories from those years.
A couple of the things | re-
member very well are the
Santa Ana winds and brush
fires/wildfires. They’re differ-
ent from anything I've ever
experienced.

| always thought of
Santa Ana winds as be-
ing Otherworldly, perhaps
influenced by the fact that
they’re also called “Devil
Winds.” They’re among the
world’s most famous winds;
strong, dry, intense winds
from inland desert regions
toward the coast. Typically,
they happen in fall and
winter, reaching their peak
between September and
March, and occur 10 to 25
times a year. Gusts often ex-
ceed 60 miles per hour, but
speeds up to 100 mph have
been recorded. The Santa
Ana’s, however, bring ex-
tremely low humidity, often
below 10 percent. (I don’t
know about other Florid-
ians, but, personally, 10 per-
cent humidity would feel like
I'd died and gone to heaven!
Just kidding.) The downside,
of course, is that the low hu-
midity dries out vegetation
and increases the risk of
wildfires, which California is
now experiencing. Again.

What's amazing is that
this has happened every
year for as long as | can
remember, and it's always
the same ... first come the
“brush” fires, which grow
into monsters, devouring
everything in their paths, de-
stroying lives, homes, busi-
nesses, wildlife, and more.

The 2025 Pacific Pali-
sades Fire burned down
over 2,000 structures, and it
was the worst in the history
of Los Angeles. Devastation
and Heartbreak. Again, year
after year. Unnecessary!

Suppose, every year
you had a “Grease Fire” in
your home. Every year! Yet,
year after year, after year,
you allowed all the grease

in your kitchen, for whatever
reason, to accumulate ... un-
til you had another grease
fire. Now, how many years
would it take you to connect
the dots between the accu-
mulation of grease in your
kitchen and your ongoing
grease fires?

I’'m not an expert on the
subject of wildfire preven-
tion, but here’s what they
say, from Newsweek: “As
wildfires continue to burn
out of control across Los
Angeles, questions have
turned to why and how
California authorities al-
lowed the perfect condi-
tions — arid, uncleared
forests, hillsides and
brush — to proliferate dur-
ing an already dangerous
fire season made worse
by a Santa Ana wind event
that hits the area with rela-
tive frequency. Why it mat-
ters: Well, before those
dangerous conditions
aligned and sparked the
massive blazes that tore
through some of L.A’s
most affluent neighbor-
hoods this week, the re-
gion was already a tin-
derbox due, in part, to a
lack of prescribed fires.
Also known as controlled
burns, those are fires in-
tentionally set by forest
managers to reduce haz-
ardous fuels like brush,
dead trees and other
highly flammable materi-
als. The main benefit of
prescribed fires is to “re-
duce the risk of unwanted
wildfires in the future,” ac-
cording to the Forest Ser-
vice, an agency of the U.S.
Department of Agricul-
ture.The reason California
hasn’t conducted more
of these controlled burn-
ings comes down to exist-
ing environmental laws in
the U.S. that have posed
bureaucratic obstacles to
prescribed fires. It often
takes years for propos-
als to go through reviews
before any controlled
burning can actually take
place.” Tahra Jirari, the di-
rector of economic analysis
at the tech-aligned Cham-
ber of Progress, told News-
week, “that while there are
several factors that could
have mitigated the fires in
Los Angeles, if prescribed
fires have been conducted
at the rate they should
have, the damage would
have been lessened.”

-surfertoday.com

We’d like to know
What YOU think?
barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2025 Patti Bankson

The Best Compliment

You Can Give Is A Referral.
Please support these local businesses

and organizations.

RS

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate

* Selling: What's your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

R

TURN ANY DAY INTO A e
" ’UMP-F()R-’()" Ultimate Party?
OCCASTON!
* NOW Available:

INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN

* Bounce houses
and slide combos available
o Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
e Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
e Clean, Commercial Grade
Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.bouncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and S.1.0.T.0. certified.

»
74

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

— BJ’s Towing

0o Service, Inc.

407-886-0568

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703
bjstowing@centurylink.net

é )

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally
v Covid Screens v Titer Testing
v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

www.workplacescreening.com

l.icnnsad & lnsurad
State Certified

Emergency Services
Available After Hours

See Why People Love Us
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

The Apopka Chief

The Voice of the Community since 1923

400 N. Park Avenue Apopka, FL 32712

407-886-2777
www.theapopkachief.com

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL
32798

Please Support These Businesses

& Service Organizations.

They Care About You & Are Investing in the Community.

J

SEND US
YOUR NEWsS

Visit www.The
ApopkaChief.com
Phone: 407-886-2777
Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@
theapopkachief.com

4

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

The M. Dora Lions | ofigge Sertoma &>

Club will use your | Clubof Apopka SE‘R%MA
recyclable eye glasses (407) 832-2627 suhss s
for the program Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
“Proiect Rioht to Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,
d X § will collect and vecycle hearing aids for

1gnt. Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

N gbt Ipoph  hearing needs,

If you have old glasses or hearing aids
you no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers

or Apopka Office Supply at

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka e 407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka Office Supply) would like to thank the

The Bath or Shower You‘ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

1000 OFF

$1500 OFF

when financing with remodelingloans.com
OR
0% Interest for18Months”

e Tub-to-Shower Conversions e Low-Barrier Showers
e Soaker Tubs
¢ Accessories and morel!

e Replacement Tubs
OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

* Replacement Showers
Military & Senior Discounts Available

+ Walkin Tubs s CALL NOW!!
e (855) 729-3984

*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This pr Inot be combined with any other offer. Other

apply. This offer Each dealership is owned and operated.

generous Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of sight or hearing for so MANY.

**Third party financing is available for those customers who qualify/Participating dea\e rs on \y See ‘your dealer for details. @024 BCI.
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Martin lather king Jr.

‘I Have a Dream’ By The Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr., August 28,1963

I am happy to join
with you today in what will
go down in history as the
greatest demonstration for
freedom in the history of
our nation.

Five score years ago, a
great American, in whose

symbolic shadow we stand,
signed the Emancipation
Proclamation. This mo-
mentous decree came as a
great beacon light of hope
to millions of Negro slaves
who had been seared in the
flames of withering injus-

Gracewory

COMMUNITY CHURCH

As we commemorate the legacy of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
let's remember:

“Lifes most persistent
and urgent question is,

‘What are you doing for

others?”-MILK

Services each Saturday morning * All welcome

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 10:00 AM
WORSHIP SERVICE 11:30 AM

9913 Bear Lake Rd, Apopka, FL 32703
graceworxcc@gmail.com * 321-228-4599

We can all honor and uphold Dr. King’s
legacy through community service.

On MLK Day and every day, let us all
remember that change starts with us.

A tireless advocate for civil rights,
Martin Luther King, Jr. served as an
inspiration and an agent of change for
our country and the entire world with
his dedication to achieving equality for
all people through nonviolent protest.
We honor his dedication, his vision,
his contributions and his legacy, as he
continues to inspire new generations

tice. It came as a joyous day-
break to end the long night
of captivity.

But one hundred years
later, we must face the trag-
ic fact that the Negro is still
not free. One hundred years
later, the life of the Ne-
gro is still sadly crippled by
the manacles of segrega-
tion and the chains of dis-
crimination. One hundred
years later, the Negro lives
on a lonely island of poverty
in the midst of a vast ocean
of material prosperity. One
hundred years later, the Ne-
gro is still languishing in the
corners of American society
and finds himself an exile
in his own land. So we have
come here today to drama-
tize an appalling condition.

In a sense we have
come to our nation’s capi-
tal to cash a check. When
the architects of our re-
public wrote the magnifi-
cent words of the Consti-
tution and the Declaration
of Independence, they were
signing a promissory note
to which every American
was to fall heir. This note
was a promise that all men
would be guaranteed the in-
alienable rights of life, lib-
erty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness.

It is obvious today that
America has defaulted on
this promissory note inso-
far as her citizens of color
are concerned. Instead of
honoring this sacred ob-
ligation, America has giv-
en the Negro people a bad
check which has come back
marked “insufficient funds.”
But we refuse to believe that
the bank of justice is bank-
rupt. We refuse to believe
that there are insufficient
funds in the great vaults

of opportunity of this na-
tion. So we have come to
cash this check — a check
that will give us, upon de-
mand, the riches of free-
dom and the security of
justice. We have also come
to this hallowed spot to re-
mind America of the fierce
urgency of now. This is no
time to engage in the luxury
of cooling off or to take the
tranquilizing drug of grad-
ualism. Now is the time to
rise from the dark and des-
olate valley of segregation
to the sunlit path of racial
justice. Now is the time to
open the doors of opportu-
nity to all of God’s children.
Now is the time to lift our
nation from the quicksands
of racial injustice to the sol-
id rock of brotherhood.

It would be fatal for the
nation to overlook the ur-
gency of the moment and
to underestimate the deter-
mination of the Negro. This
sweltering summer of the
Negro’s legitimate discon-
tent will not pass until there
is an invigorating autumn of
freedom and equality. Nine-
teen sixty-three is not an
end, but a beginning. Those
who hope that the Negro
needed to blow off steam
and will now be content
will have a rude awakening
if the nation returns to busi-
ness as usual. There will be
neither rest nor tranquility
in America until the Negro
is granted his citizenship
rights. The whirlwinds of
revolt will continue to shake
the foundations of our na-
tion until the bright day of
justice emerges.

But there is something
that I must say to my peo-
ple who stand on the warm
threshold which leads into

the palace of justice. In
the process of gaining our
rightful place we must not
be guilty of wrongful deeds.
Let us not seek to satisty
our thirst for freedom by
drinking from the cup of
bitterness and hatred.

We must forever con-
duct our struggle on the
high plane of dignity and
discipline. We must not al-
low our creative protest to
degenerate into physical
violence. Again and again
we must rise to the majes-
tic heights of meeting phys-
ical force with soul force.
The marvelous new mili-
tancy which has engulfed
the Negro community must
not lead us to distrust of all
white people, for many of
our white brothers, as evi-
denced by their presence
here today, have come to
realize that their destiny is
tied up with our destiny and
their freedom is inextricably
bound to our freedom. We
cannot walk alone.

And as we walk, we
must make the pledge that
we shall march ahead. We
cannot turn back. There
are those who are asking
the devotees of civil rights,
“When will you be satis-
fied?” We can never be sat-
isfied as long as our bodies,
heavy with the fatigue of
travel, cannot gain lodging
in the motels of the high-
ways and the hotels of the
cities. We cannot be sat-
isfied as long as the Ne-
gro’s basic mobility is from
a smaller ghetto to a larger
one. We can never be sat-
isfied as long as a Negro
in Mississippi cannot vote
and a Negro in New York
believes he has nothing for
which to vote. No, no, we

are not satisfied, and we will
not be satisfied until justice
rolls down like waters and
righteousness like a mighty
stream.

I am not unmindful
that some of you have come
here out of great trials and
tribulations. Some of you
have come fresh from nar-
row cells. Some of you have
come from areas where your
quest for freedom left you
battered by the storms of
persecution and staggered
by the winds of police bru-
tality. You have been the
veterans of creative suffer-
ing. Continue to work with
the faith that unearned suf-
fering is redemptive.

Go back to Mississip-
pi, go back to Alabama, go
back to Georgia, go back to
Louisiana, go back to the
slums and ghettos of our
northern cities, knowing
that somehow this situation
can and will be changed.
Let us not wallow in the
valley of despair.

I say to you today, my
friends, that in spite of the
difficulties and frustrations
of the moment, I still have
a dream. It is a dream deep-
ly rooted in the American
dream.

I have a dream that,
one day, this nation will
rise up and live out the true
meaning of its creed: “We
hold these truths to be self-
evident: that all men are
created equal.”

I have a dream that,
one day, on the red hills of
Georgia the sons of for-
mer slaves and the sons of
former slave owners will be
able to sit down together at
a table of brotherhood.

Continued on page 7A

J& K

ADream, A Movement
An Inspiration To The World

As we remember Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. and his contributions to our country,
we are both humbled and inspired by his

vision, courage, commitment and hard
work. Together, let’s honor and uphold his
message of equal opportunity and service to
our communities in our thoughts, our words
and our actions.
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“Judge a man not by the
color of his skin, but
by the content of his
character.”

»

- Martin Luther King, Jr.\
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Honoring
Martin Luther King Jr.

Foliage Sertoma Club
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Martin Luther
King Jr. Day.
God help us to be of
Service to Mankind.

ONE TO THINK INTENSIVELY AND TO THINK
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Honorin

Martin lather king Jr.

Continued from page 7A

I have a dream that, one
day, even the state of Mis-
sissippi, a desert state, swel-
tering with the heat of in-
justice and oppression, will
be transformed into an oasis
of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my
four children will one day
live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the
color of their skin but by the
content of their character.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that,
one day, the state of Ala-
bama, whose governor’s lips
are presently dripping with
the words of interposition
and nullification, will be
transformed into a situation
where little black boys and
black girls will be able to
join hands with little white
boys and white girls and
walk together as sisters and
brothers.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that, one
day, every valley shall be ex-
alted, every hill and moun-
tain shall be made low, the
rough places will be made
plain, and the crooked plac-
es will be made straight, and
the glory of the Lord shall
be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together.

This is our hope. This
is the faith with which I
return to the South. With
this faith we will be able to
hew out of the mountain
of despair a stone of hope.
With this faith we will be
able to transform the jan-
gling discords of our nation
into a beautiful symphony
of brotherhood. With this
faith we will be able to work
together, to pray together, to

struggle together, to go to
jail together, to stand up for
freedom together, knowing
that we will be free one day.

This will be the day
when all of God’s children
will be able to sing with a
new meaning, “My coun-
try, ‘tis of thee, sweet land of
liberty, of thee I sing. Land
where my fathers died, land
of the pilgrim’s pride, from
every mountainside, let
freedom ring.”

And if America is to be
a great nation this must be-
come true. So let freedom
ring from the prodigious
hilltops of New Hampshire.
Let freedom ring from the
mighty mountains

of New

A

York. Let freedom ring from
the heightening Alleghe-
nies of Pennsylvania!

Let freedom ring from
the snowcapped Rockies of
Colorado!

Let freedom ring from
the curvaceous slopes of
California!

But not only that; let
freedom ring from Stone
Mountain of Georgia!

Let freedom ring from
Lookout Mountain of Ten-
nessee!

Let freedom ring from
every hill and molehill of
Mississippi. From every
mountainside, let freedom
ring.

“Our goa[ is to create a beloved community and this will require
a qua[itative cﬁunge in our souls as well as a quantitative
change in our lives.” ~ Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

v/
\ e——— Church

LOCKHART BAPTIST CHURCH
7601 Edgewater Drive
Orlando, FL 32810

Find us on Facebook: Lockhart Church

SUNDAY MORNING

Bible Study, 9:30 am
Worship, 10:45 am

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Bible Study & Prayer, 6:00 pm

www.lockhartchurch.net

And when this hap-
pens, when we allow free-
dom to ring, when we let it
ring from every village and
every hamlet, from every
state and every city, we will
be able to speed up that day
when all of God’s children,
black men and white men,
Jews and Gentiles, Protes-
tants and Catholics, will be
able to join hands and sing
in the words of the old Ne-
gro spiritual, “Free at last!
free at last! Thank God Al-
mighty, we are free at last!”

S}

“l have decided to
stick with love.
Hate is too great a

burden to beal

Tanks

6505 W. Jones Ave. | Zellwood, FL 32798
(407) 889-8042 | shelleysseptictanks.com

"MAKE A CAREER OF HUMANITY.
COMMIT YOURSELF TO THE NOBLE
STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL RIGHTS. YOU WILL
MAKE A BETTER PERSON OF YOURSELF, A
GREATER NATION OF YOUR COUNTRY,
AND A FINER WORLD TO LIVE IN."
-MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

o METRO

HEALTH OF APOPKA

Dedicated Primary Care for Seniors
701S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL
APOPKA, FL. 32703

(407) 703-9990 [=] b

MetroHealthinc.com

humanity:

celebrate the strides we ve
made toward achieving his
dream of freedom and equality
for all Americans, regardless
of color or creed. On Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day; let’s
take a moment to honor his
memory and make a pledge
to uphold his message of
nonviolence, love, tolerance,

reconciliation and service to

His Dream

Is In Our Hands

As we celebrate the birthday
of a civil rights leader; we also

Lake Apopka Natural Gas District

ENERGY
CH®ICE

Visit www.langd.org or Call 407-656-2734

‘_/CID\,

4 )
LAKE APOPKA LOCATIONS
DistricT OFFICE: BraNcH OFFICES:
1320 Winter Garden 38 N Park Ave (Apopka)
Vineland Rd 676 W Montrose
(Winter Garden) (Clermont)
. J
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FAMILY & OB/GYN CARE

225 E SEVENTH ST
APOPKA, FL 32703

O

Community
pays tribute to the enduring legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., recognizing his
pivotal role in championing equal access
to essential healthcare services
for all, regardless of race.

Affordable Healthcare
for Your Entire Family

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA

\_ MEDICAID, MEDICARE & MOST PRIVATE INSURANCES ACCEPTED. A SLIDING DISCOUNT PROGRAM IS AVAILABLE

[

community
health
centers

Health Centers, Inc.

PEDIATRIC CARE
618 S FOREST AVE
APOPKA, FL 32703

DENTAL CARE
210 E SEVENTH ST
APOPKA, FL 32703

00

A Leson n
_ Humanity

e ; n celebrating the life and legacy of Martin
Luther King, Jr., we learn from his example

that one person has the potential to inspire a world

of change.

Through his teachings of social change
through nonviolence, Dr. King opened the eyes
of people all over the world and made enormous

strides in creating a society where diversity

The

is a strength and justice is truly for

all. It's our duty to make sure his
message and his dream live on.

Let this day be an

inspiration to do something

in our community that

helps others and changes

LA oursociety for the better.

ijhpka Chief &

The Planter Newspapers

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-2777 * www.theapopkachief.com
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Review: Nesta, Anderson take oath of office for City Council

Continued from page 1A ing: a special exception for
a Hogshead Road property
intended to be used as tem-
porary outdoor storage, and
recommended approval for
plats at Crossroads at Kelly
Park, and at the Mid-Flor-

ida South Logistics indus-

seven of the 2024 Apop-
ka Citizens Police Acade-
my. ... At its April 9 meet-
ing, the Apopka Planning
Commission recommend-
ed approval of the follow-

bracewory

Community Church

Th SATURDAY SERVICES

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM
o i B - Livestream:

A tinyurl. ¢%m14¢7933j
991 Beéu' Lake Rd. 1\Agopka ‘”’EL

OfXCC@gniall Cmn |
G L

MALTBY'’S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

* Landscape Installation
* Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

321-689-5866

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

Licensed

JAMES MALTBY

Owner & Insured

trial park. ... After a hiatus
of a couple years, the Cra-
zy Hats are back at the 62nd
annual Apopka Art and Fo-
liage Festival.

Wreaths Across Amer-
ica recently visited the
community with its mobile
education exhibit as part of
its national tour. The tour
is designed to raise aware-
ness about Wreaths Across
America’s mission of re-
membering the fallen, hon-
oring those who served
in the military, and teach-
ing the next generation
the value of freedom. ...
The Lake Apopka Natural
Gas District Board of Di-
rectors unanimously ap-
proved three ordinances

about an energy choice ini-
tiative, giving homeown-
ers the freedom to choose
their most preferred energy

Schroeder
Hental

Broup,

New Patients Welcome!

MyApopkaDentist.net

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

I.icansed & Insured
State Gertified

Emergencv Services

Available After Hours

[=]

& The P

Classified Section of

The Qpopka Chief

lanter

Place your Ad Today!

VISIT US ONLINE: www.theapopkachief.com
Or EMAIL us at

classifieds@theapopkachief.com

Or CALL 407-886-2777 or FAX to 407-889-4121.

15 Words are only $9.50 when you prepay,
or $11.50 when billed. You can run your ad

4 weeks for the price of 3.
That’s only $28.50 for the 3/4 special.

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Call Now For An Appoiniment T loyZ: 1.1 F YN

;345 CLEANING:

Schedule Your Next 1
Cleaning and Save! |

Wvaid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 1
1Dogs notinclude periodontal gum disease treatment. Not I
1110 be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please I
1share with your family and friends. Expires 1/31/25. 1

source. ... April is Autism
Acceptance Month. Dur-
ing the Wednesday, April
17, Apopka City Coun-
cil meeting a proclamation
was read honoring and rec-
ognizing Autism Accep-
tance Month. ... The Or-
ange County School Board
approved a resolution or-
dering a referendum elec-
tion for this November’s
ballot to continue the half-
cent sales tax. ... A driver
who was reported missing
and operating a stolen vehi-
cle at the time of a vehicle
crash in Apopka died from
sustained injuries. ... The
city of Apopka received the
results of its forensic au-
dit, which was presented at
the Wednesday, April 17,
City Council meeting. ...
On Saturday, April 20, the
People of Wekiwa Springs

Emergency Appointments Available

i/ Z0OM!

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL

32798

Classification: #

hosted the free communi-
ty event Pancake Palooza
at Wekiwa Springs Baptist
Church.

May

The Apopka City
Council voted on Wednes-
day, May 1, to table the ap-
pointment of a candidate as
the new city administrator
to the next meeting on May
15 so one of the city com-
missioners could interview
the candidate. ... Newly
elected Nadia L. Anderson
and re-elected incumbent
Nick Nesta were sworn
in as city commissioners
in the Tuesday, April 30,
Oath of Office Ceremony
in the Apopka City Hall
council chambers. ... The
62nd Apopka Art and Fo-
liage Festival showcased
the work of juried artisans
and crafters, and top fo-
liage growers. The event
was held at Kit Land Nel-
son Park on Saturday, April
27, and Sunday, April 28.
.. The Orange County Dis-
trict 2 town hall meeting for
Orange Code took place on
Monday, April 29, at Zell-
wood Elementary School
in Zellwood, one of sever-
al recent town halls around
the county to keep the pub-
lic engaged in the coun-
ty’s revision of its land de-
velopment code. ... As the
Hilton Garden Inn and the
Highland Manor await
new owners, Steve Gunter,
whose company Events by
Dubsdread runs the Manor,

is reassuring clients that the
popular event venue will
continue its operations un-
interrupted.

The Apopka Area
Chamber of Commerce has
retained an attorney in its
fight to keep its office build-
ing, located at 180 E. Main
St., as well as requesting a
new 10-year lease agree-
ment with 10-year renewal
terms. ... An airplane made
an emergency landing 2.5
miles southeast of Apopka-
Orlando Airport with no re-
ported injuries of the two
passengers that were on-
board, according to Apop-
ka police. ... Between 350
and 400 people attended
this year’s Apopka Mayor’s
Prayer Breakfast, which co-
incided with National Day
of Prayer that falls on the
first Thursday of May.

The Apopka City
Council voted to hire Jacob
Smith as the new city ad-
ministrator at the Wednes-
day, May 15, meeting at
Apopka City Hall. ... Op-
eration Best Foot Forward
conducted its latest quarter-
ly safety enforcement from
April 30 to May 10, with 18
law enforcement agencies
across six counties, issuing
488 warnings and citations
to drivers that failed to yield
to pedestrians. ... On Tues-
day, May 14, the Apopka
Planning Commission vot-
ed 5-1 to recommend ap-
proval of an ordinance for

See REVIEW Page 10A
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is important!
Let us help you
tell YOUR
business story!
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BUY Something! SELL Something!
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= As always, a good deal can be
yours when you use the

(%)

Ad Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. for that week’s paper.
If using this form, mail to P. O. Box 880, Apopka, FL
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Nebuchadnezzar sees men
walking in the fiery furnace

1.Is the book of Hebrews
(KJV) in the Old or New
Testament or neither?

2. In Matthew 16:23, to
whom did Jesus say, “Get
thee behind me, Satan”?
Andrew, Rizpah, Elijah,
Peter

3. Who was stoned to
death for preaching that
Jesus was the Savior? Ste-
phen, Joel, Asa, Malachi

4. How many men did
Nebuchadnezzar see walk-

BIBLE
TRIVIA

by Wilson Casey

ing in the fiery furnace? 2,
4,20,40

5. According to Luke 2:4,
what village was known as
“The City of David”? Nim-
rod, Antioch, Bethlehem,

Babylon

6. From the Bible, who
could be called “Mr. Pa-
tience”? Naaman, Jairus,
Philippi, Job

ANSWERS: 1) New, 2)
Peter, 3) Stephen, 4) Four,
5) Bethlehem, 6) Job

Find expanded trivia on-
line with Wilson Casey at
www.patreon.com/trivia-
guy. FREE TRIAL!

(c) 2025 King Features
Synd., Inc.

ST €D

"Honor Your Loved Ones ~ 5552
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed Obituaries
and Memorials or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries

LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

Do you have
church news
you would
like us to
publicize?
Use Our Online

Forms: www.
theapopkachief.com

call The Apopka Chief
& The Planter
at 407-886-2777,
fax 407-889-4121, or email
news@theapopkachief.com

Inscrutability

“The inscrutable
wisdom through which we
exist is not less worthy of
veneration in respect to
what it denies us than in
respect to what it has
granted.” -Immanuel Kant

The above quote from
Kant highlights an
important facet of our
existence, i.e., while it is
impossible to know with
certainty why we exist, or
why anything exists, the
cosmos is intelligible. We
can measure and understand
the cause and effects of
phenomena. The character
trait of inscrutability is an
important one in many
eastern Religions. Sages and
saints often speak in
parables or allegorically,
saying just enough to pique
our interest, but not
explicitly  explaining
everything in detail. This is
not so that they might
appear wise, but so that
everyone may interpret and
draw their own conclusions
from what they say. In this
way, a pithy aphorism truly
becomes one’s own wisdom.

Philosophers have a habit of
over-explaining. Sages and
saints will often say very
little and leave it to the
listener to make their own
truths. But there is another,
and perhaps deeper reason
to be inscrutable, and that is
because God’s ways are
inscrutable, and indeed
unfathomable. Why is there
something rather than
nothing? Who can say?
(Perhaps it is because God
is love and love always
wants to share; creation is
God’s way to share
Himself.) Why is there evil
in the world? Who knows?
All the great truths of
religion, and indeed
existence itself, are
inscrutable? We can
formulate reasonable
questions, questions that
mean something, but there
are no definitive answers,
and in the end, we just have
to say “We don't know.”
And that is why wise men
and women are inscrutable.

They also don't know.

—Christopher Simon

But those who wait on
the Lord Shall renew
their strength; They shall
mount up with wings
like eagles, They shall
run and not be weary,
They shall walk and not
faint. Isaiah 40:31

In the same way,
let your light shine
before others, that
they may see your

good deeds and
glorify your Father

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Add Your Church
To Our List. Call
(407) 886-2777

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.
Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:

407-928-8617

407-886-3388

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS

FUNERAL HOME
232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

In the fear of the Lord is
strong confidence: and his
children shall have a place
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

o StateFarm-

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka
407-880-3167

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

“If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will | hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and

will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

‘What is the shortest
verse in the Bible?

Maximize your marketing

dollars by FOCUSING your
advertising campaign on
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at
TheApopka
Chief.com

Wisdom is the principal
thing; Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get
understanding. Proverbs 4:7

But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength; They
shall mount up with wings like
eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Newspaper
readers are
ACTIVE
CONSUMERS!

As a group,
they have
tremendous
buying power!

AME
St. Paul AME
407-889-4464
Apostolic
Apostolic Church of Jesus
407-886-2556
Assembly of God
Apopka Assembly of God
407-886-2806
One Church
Markham Woods
407-774-0777
Baptist
Apopka First Baptist
407-886-2628
First Antioch Missionary
Baptist Church
407-963-5398
First Baptist Church of
Mount Dora
352-385-2222
First Baptist Church of
Sanlando Springs
407-788-6801
First Baptist Sorrento
352-383-2241
First Baptist Church of
Sweetwater
407-862-3893
First Baptist Church
of Tangerine
352-383-7920
First Baptist Church
of Zellwood
407-889-0509
Forest Avenue Baptist
Church
407-886-4374
Fountain of Life
Baptist Church
of Apopka, Inc.
407-814-8322
Gospel Centered Church
800-924-6850
Hope Baptist Church
407-886-6980
Lockhart Baptist Church
407-295-1133
Northside Baptist Church
407-884-4443
One Way Christian Church
www.onewaychristian
church.com
The Church at Oak Level
407-656-1523
Pleasant View Baptist
Church
407-886-6717
Riverside Baptist Church
407-295-3850
Springs Community
Baptist Church
407-889-2240
St. Luke’s Full Gospel
Baptist Church
352-735-9199
Trinity Baptist Church
407-886-2966
Wekiwa Springs

Inscrutability

“Oh, the depth of the
riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How
unsearchable his
judgments, and his paths
beyond tracing out!”

Romans 11:33 NIV

(See message above.)

Baptist Church
407-886-7864

Bible
Bear Lake Bible Chapel
407-563-3931

Biblical Science
IDMR
321-948-3298

Catholic
St. Francis of Assisi
407-886-4602

Charismatic Episcopal
Ascension Church, CEC
407-880-9555

Christian
Christ Centered
Christian Church
321-331-0036
Journey Christian Church
407-884-7223
Real Life Christian
Church
352-735-LOVE

Christian Science
Christian Science Church
407-389-4200

Church of Christ
Apopka Church of Christ
now with Plymouth*
Central Church of Christ
407-869-1419
Plymouth (and Apopka)
Church of Christ*
407-886-1466
Church of Christ
of West Orange
407-656-2770
Tri-City Church of Christ
407-920-1757
10th Street Church of Christ
407-884-4835

Church of God
Church of God of Zellwood
407-886-3074
Grace Street Church of God
407-298-9188
Healing Waters Church
of God
407-886-3780
Park Avenue Worship
Center
407-886-2696
Sorrento Church of God
352-735-4245

Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter Day Saints
Apopka Ward
407-880-9877

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Spirit
407-886-1740

Faith and Word
Word of Life
407-886-7427

Full Gospel
Millenium of Glory
407-814-0041
New Covenant
Perfecting Ministries
407-880-8898

Holiness
End Time Word Ministry
407-369-0148
St. Elizabeth Church of
God by Faith
407-886-6290
St. Matthew Holiness
407-889-2274
Temple of Faith Church
407-884-6960
Independent
True Temple of God
407-880-8181
Interdenominational
New Vision
Community Church
407-886-3619
Northwest Community
Church
407-578-2088
One Accord Christian
Fellowship Church
407-523-3002
Jewish
Congregation Beth Am
407-862-3505
Congregation of Reform
Judaism
407-645-0444
Lutheran
St. Paul Lutheran
407-889-2634
Methodist
First United Methodist
407-886-3421
Bear Lake United Methodist
407-862-1531
Zellwood United Methodist
407-889-4426
Moravian
Rolling Hills
Moravian Church
407-332-8380
Nazarene
Calvary Church of
the Nazarene
407-889-2148
Apopka Springhill
Church of the Nazarene
407-884-8322
Non-Denominational
Anointed Word Family
Worship Center
407-886-4989
Casa De Oracién
Internacional
321-239-7680
Center of Faith Church
for All People
407-464-9375
Church on the Edge
407-869-1133
City of Destiny (The)
407-884-6322
Compass Community
Church
407-880-6110
Dayspring Community

In the same way,
let your light
shine before

others, that they
may see your
good deeds

and glorify your

Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Church

407-814-4996

Everlasting Covenant

Christian Center

407-884-8598

Faithworks Church

302-293-1391

Freedom Fellowship

407-299-6311

Freedom Ministries

407-886-6006

Grace Gospel Church

321-438-4554

Grace Pointe Church

407-889-3383

Graceworx

Community Church

321-228-4599

Happy Hill Ministries

407-889-0583

Holy Tabernacle Church

407-928-8617

Hosanna To The Highest

Ministries

407-491-4266

Inspire

407-415-6218

Ministries of Good Life

407-703-7464

New Life Praise

Worship Center

407-880-3421

New Beginning

Worship Center

352-455-9173

New Life Word of Faith

321-460-8205

Orlando Church of

Christ

407-823-7370

Philemon Ministries

407-718-7179

Rejoice in the Lord

Ministries

407-814-7643

Remnant Christian Center

407-703-7346

Renewal Church

407-410-5378

Servants of God Ministries

407-814-8255

Sorrento Christian Center

352-735-4447

Spirit of Life

Christian Church

407-886-4570

Tangerine

Community Church

352-383-4173

The Shabach Church

407-445-1230

True Words of God

Tabernacle of Meeting

407-227-8829

Victory Church World

Outreach Center

407-889-7288
Pentecostal

Church in the Son

407-246-0001

Maximize your
marketing
dollars by

FOCUSING your
advertising

campaign on a

concentrated

market!

Faith Fellowship Church
407-741-3750
Ministerios Getsemani
407-310-8672
Prince of Peace
Pentecostal Missionary
Church, Inc.
407-889-9269
Pentecostals of Apopka
407-889-3802
Way of Grace Ministries
407-292-9998
Presbyterian
First Presbyterian
of Apopka
407-886-5943
St. Andrews Presbyterian
Church
407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
Rolling Hills
Community Church
407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
Apopka Seventh-day
Adventist
407-889-2812
Florida Living SDA
Church
407-284-7472
Forest Lake
407-869-0680
Franco-Haitian
407-296-4368
Genesis Spanish
509-264-4873
Maranatha
Seventh-day Adventist
407-290-1800
Mount Olive
407-886-0430
Orlando Filipino
Seventh-day Adventist
407-292-9210
Orlando Vietiamese
Seventh-day Adventist
407-339-4974
Patmos Chapel SDA
321-870-8583
Pine Hills
407-291-4816
Plymouth-Sorrento
407-884-0595
Templo Biblico
Templo Asamblea Biblica
Lake Howell Branch
Chapel
407-814-4465
Unity
Unity Church of
Christianity
407-295-9181
Ukrainian
St. Mary’s (Protectress)
Ukrainian
386-848-9888

When you
advertise
in this section,
you get the best
of both worlds:
low-cost ads AND
targeted
advertising!

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion;
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to

petition the government for redress of their grievances.

www. TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777
Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.
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Review: Dog mayor election, holiday events fill spring 2024

Continued from page 8A

revising the city’s transpor-
tation element, and to let
the City Council transmit
the document to the state
Department of Commerce
for review. ... On Satur-
day, May 11, the National
Association of Letter Car-
riers conducted its annual
national Stamp Out Hunger
Food Drive, the nation’s
largest one-day food drive.

The community gath-
ered for a Wednesday, May
15, vigil at the Farmwork-
er Association of Florida’s
Apopka office on Apopka
Boulevard to pay respect
to the eight farmworkers
who died in an Ocala bus
accident on the morning of
Tuesday, May 14. ... The
Magnet Academy of Culi-
nary Arts at Wekiva High
School is ending the 2023-
24 school year on several
high notes yet again, such
as another recognition for
the program director as Na-
tional Teacher of the Year
and a contest the magnet
has entered, which will
end on August 3. ... The
Apopka Museum is cele-
brating its 55th anniversa-
ry, and the Apopka Histori-
cal Society presented a his-
tory of the museum and the
city of Apopka at the May
15 City Council meeting at
City Hall. ... The St. Johns
River Water Management
District will be perform-

ing maintenance work on
Laughlin Road just south
of McDonald Canal Road
from May 28 to June 13. ...
The city celebrated Eman-
cipation Day two days ear-
ly with an event at Alonzo
Williams Park on Saturday,
May 18. ... Apopka police
are searching for a suspect
who committed an armed
robbery at Fifth Third Bank
at 1725 S. Orange Blos-
som Trail on Monday, May
20, the second Fifth Third
Bank robbery happening
this month in the city.
Whatever you do or
say, don’t say “Happy Me-
morial Day,” according to
“Navy Mom Mary” Ingras-
sia. An Army veteran her-
self who is called “Navy
Mom” because her son is
a Navy veteran, Ingrass-
ia said she intends to teach
people about the signifi-
cance of Memorial Day, a
day for honoring and re-
membering all who died in
defense of the nation. ...
Apopka High School grad-
uated its Class of 2024 on
Tuesday, May 28, at the
Kia Center in Orlando.
Wekiva High School had
its commencement ceremo-
ny on Thursday, May 30, at
the University of Central
Florida. ... Consumers can
purchase qualifying disas-
ter preparedness supplies
exempt from tax during the
2024 Disaster Preparedness
Sales Tax Holiday begin-

mullinaxez g

es / Dealer Fee
Electronic Filing Fee

2024 Edge SEL
& ST Line

Ford Courtesy Transportation Program (former service loaner). Offer on SEL and ST Line includes
dealer discount and manufacturer rebate. Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for
qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 2/3/2025.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678
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Social & Political Changes
Dining & Entertainment
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Youth Sports & School News
Weather & Traffic

Church News
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and so much more

Staying connected is

Complete Local News Coverage

Get Your E-edition
Call or Subscribe Online!

The Apopka Chief

Your Trusted Local News Source
E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com

ning this weekend. ... The
community may be closer
to finding the right prop-
erty to set up a permanent
homeless resource center
in, but negotiations for the
city to acquire it are still
in the works. ... Police ar-
rested and charged a man
with committing the two
Fifth Third Bank robberies
in Apopka this month after
he confessed during police
interrogation. Orange
County Public Schools is
modifying its operating
hours for the summer. The
entire district will be on a
four-day work week.

June

Orange County School
Board Chair Teresa Jacobs
and Orange County Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent
Dr. Maria Vazquez dis-
cussed the district’s prog-
ress of ongoing programs
as well as strategy, goals,
budget, continuation of the
half-cent sales tax and new
initiatives  while touch-
ing on the district’s perfor-
mance and impact on Or-
ange County. ... On Tues-
day, June 4, Wyld Oaks
unleashed a public crowd-
sourcing initiative for dog
lovers nationwide to help
design “America’s top dog
park.” This stage of the dog
park design crowdsourcing
initiative will run through
July 22. ... Under business
items of the Wednesday,

X I

June 5, meeting agenda, the
City Council voted unani-
mously, 5-0 on the follow-
ing items: Kelly Park mul-
tifamily phase 3 plat, the
Marshall Lake Business
Center major development
plan, and the major devel-
opment plan for the Plym-
outh Sorrento Apartments.

. Former Senator Ran-
dolph Bracy III intends to
file a lawsuit against Sen-
ator Geraldine F. Thomp-
son, challenging her legal
residency and therefore her
qualification to run in the
upcoming State Senate Dis-
trict 15 primary and general
elections.

Thirty years after hu-
man remains were discov-
ered in Apopka, detectives
were able to confirm that
they belonged to 48-year-
old Richard Wick, Orange
County Sheriff’s Office
confirmed on its Facebook
page on Tuesday, June 11.
... This year marks the sec-
ond Apopka Dog May-
or election. The inaugural
election in 2023 raised more
than $19,800 in $1-dona-
tion votes, for five Central
Florida Animal Rescues
and after more than 5,600
votes, the incumbent can-
didate, Asher, was elected
the city’s first-ever Honor-
ary Dog Mayor. ... On Fri-
day, June 7, residents and
community leaders gath-
ered at the Linda Chapin
Theatre inside the Orange

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

Know what's below.
Call before you dig.

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

®) Lake Apopka

Natural Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

County Convention Cen-
ter to hear Orange County
Mayor Jerry L. Demings’
2024 State of the Coun-
ty address. In his speech,
the mayor focused on Or-
ange County’s accomplish-
ments and challenges over
the past year. He empha-
sized its strategic public,
private and philanthropic
partnerships that have fos-
tered a community culture
of building better together.
... The Apopka Juneteenth
will be on Saturday, June
15. The parade starts at 2
p.m. at the Apopka Com-
munity Center/VFW Build-
ing on 519 S. Central Ave.,
Apopka. ... Monday, June
10, kicked off the Apopka
Youth Fire Experience at
the Billie Dean Communi-
ty Center Summer Camp.
This week, June 10 to 14,
campers explored the world
of fire safety.

On Wednesday, June
19, the City Council vot-
ed 3-2 to reimburse May-
or Bryan Nelson’s attorney
fees amounting to $1527.50
related to an ethics com-
plaint filed against him, but
allowed the vote to die on
the floor on rescinding the
censure put on Nelson last
year. ... The Miss Apopka
Scholarship ~ Competition
Committee and the com-
munity wished Miss Apop-
ka Reilly Cardella the best
of luck as she competes in
the upcoming Miss Florida

competition. ... Over the
last 40 years, Loaves and
Fishes in Apopka has pro-
vided much needed support
to the west Orange County
community and beyond. ...
This July, Orange County
Library System continues
to bring summer entertain-
ment, education, and ad-
venture for kids and adults
to 15 library locations and
pop-up events throughout
the county — all for free.
... In remembrance of the
two-year anniversary of the
day that Apopka firefighter
Austin Duran was injured,
the Duran family and The
2650 Foundation is invit-
ing the community to join
in the third annual commu-
nity vigil.

The Apopka City
Council approved 5-0 each
on three road transfers from
Orange County to the city
so the city could upgrade
these infrastructures to
keep up with local growth.

. The Apopka Museum
celebrated its 55th anni-
versary with its “55 & Still
Alive!” celebration on Sat-
urday, June 22, with food
and refreshments, a tour of
the museum and remarks
from community leaders.
... The Apopka City Coun-
cil will conduct its budget
workshops next month, re-
viewing all of the city de-
partments’ finances for fis-
cal year 2025.

e HEALTH

o LIFE

Your Local Agency for

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e MEDICARE
e CREMATION
e ACCIDENT
e DENTAL

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
SE HABLA ESPANOL
Compass Health Insurance.com

3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Florida Blue

GLENN JOINER & SON, INC
NATIONALLY KNOWN, FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1937

Import » Domestic Tractor ¢ Golf Cart
Marine * Heavy Truck ¢ Light Truck
Lawn:Mower ¢ Industrial Supplies
Paint & Body Supplies
All Car Care Needs
New.& Old

SPONSOR OF
CHASE ELLIOT

CAR #9

250 E. 3rd St.,
Suite B, Apopka

13202 W. Colonial Dr.,
Winter Garden

Ads@TheApopkaChief.com
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Like us on Facebook. Get important news when it happens.
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
Phone: 407-886-2777 » Fax: 407-889-4121

407-889-5222
napaonline.com

404-656-4141




The Apopka Chief, January 17, 2025, Page 11A

Park: Construction is expected
to last between 6-7 weeks

Continued from page 1A

Apopka Community Rede-
velopment Agency (CRA)
project using tax
ment fund revenue from the
city of Apopka and Orange
County government.

At the groundbreak-
ing, Mayor Bryan Nelson
recognized the CRA Board
members, Orange Coun-
ty District 2 Commission-
er Christine Moore, and the
city parks and recreation
department including its di-
rector Radley Williams.

Moore said it was ex-
citing to see the CRA board
choose the skate park as
a project, which Orange
County is helping to fund.
She was also glad that Wil-
liams chose a location for
the skate park on the West
Orange Trail, making the
park more accessible to
youth and families.

“It’s always excit-
ing when you get to be at a
groundbreaking for some-
thing new,” Moore said. “I
had a friend of my son’s
and he — I have to tell you
— he’s probably 32 (years
old) now, talking about a
skate park in this commu-
nity for a decade. So, it
was exciting to see that the
CRA board chose this as a
project and Orange County
government is also proud to
be helpful.”

The Parks and Recre-
ation Department looked to
the American Ramp Com-
pany to help with the de-

incre-

sign and construction of the
park. The American Ramp
Company has experience
working for over 20 years
developing skate and bike
park facilities nationwide
and throughout 44 coun-
tries worldwide.

Located  downtown,
the Apopka Communi-
ty Redevelopment Area
is comprised of 633 acres
and has a mix of residenc-
es, businesses, and his-
toric properties. The area
is bound on the south by
10th and 11th Streets, Haw-
thorne Avenue to the west,
Oak Street to the north, and
sections of multiple streets
to the east, including but
not limited to Highland Av-
enue, Monroe Avenue, and
Alabama Avenue.

The local government
created the Apopka CRA
Board to direct the agen-
cy. This board comprises
Apopka City Council mem-
bers, an Orange County
Board of County Commis-
sioners representative, and
other individuals appointed
by the local government.

Since the COVID pan-
demic, Apopka residents
Josh and Suzanne Wheeler
have advocated for a com-
munity skate park, both on
social media and in person
with city officials and em-
ployees. Their son Smooth,
11, is a BMX scooter rid-
er. The family lives across
the street from where the
Apopka Action Skate Park
is being built.

“He rides his bike to
school every day ... so he’ll
be able to, next year, he’ll
go to Apopka Elementary
in sixth grade, he’ll be able
to come here after school
and ride the park, and then
go across the street to the
house,” Josh Wheeler said.

“My wife just did a lit-
tle bit of a push on her so-
cial media and it kind of
grew legs and grew wings,”
Josh Wheeler said.

The Wheelers take
Smooth to several other
skate parks in Central Flor-
ida, but “they’re all a hike,”
Josh Wheeler said.

“I think the closest one
is maybe 30 to 45 minutes
of a drive,” he said. “So
now we’ll be five minutes
up the street. Apopka has
never had anything like
this. They’ve got football
fields and soccer fields, but
to have an action park like
this; they’ve got the water
splash pad and stuff like
that. This is groundbreak-
ing for the city of Apopka.”

Construction of the
Apopka Action State Park
began this week, with an
estimation of completion
being between six and sev-
en weeks, pending weath-
er. As the park gets closer
to a solid completion date,
a grand opening ceremo-
ny with a ribbon cutting
will be scheduled and an-
nounced, Radley Williams
said via email.
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Multiple artists and organizations have collaborat-
ed to paint murals at various locations of the Phillis
Wheatley Elementary School including the main
stairwell and the gymnasium. Participating artists
are Savannah Vargas, Mark Baiz, Alfredo Barranco,
Pedro Bentancourt (Downtown Barbers owner and
Wheatley alumnus), Luis Rivera of Downtown Bar-

Artlsts beautlfy Wheatley School with new murals

bers and Apopka Murals,

Somar, Delia Miller, and Melanie Jankun. Organiza-
tions involved with the community art project in-
cluded Re-imagine Communities, The Creative Hub
of Apopka, and The Downtown Barbers of Apopka.
In the far-left photo, Miller paints the main stairwell
with Wheatley’s panther mascot. In the immediate

left photo, one of several
the mural project.

Photos courtesy of Tabitha Brown.

Michael Delgado, Tiffany

murals created as part of

Proposed road upgrade plan gets second public input meeting

By Teresa Sargaent
Apopka Chief Staff

The city conducted its

O

@ Pediatrics
o Family Medicine

(4}) Intemal Medicine

second public input meeting
on Monday, January 13,
at the Apopka City Hall
council

where

community
health
centers

0B/GYN

(1) Dental

J& Pharmacy

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

407-905-8827

225 E 7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!
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We only use air fryers & convection ovens.
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SPECIAL Entertainer: January 17

Adele Impersonation by local star Andrea 6-8 pm.
Call for Reservations!

Lunch Specials Every Day 12 pm - 3 pm $9.95

| Every Monday: Darts 7pm

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka

407-703-8195

We now have a Darts!

| Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm

-| Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker 7pm

Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT with Andrea as ADELE 7pm

| Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT with the
Nutcrackers blues band 7pm

Sunday: Come & Enjoy Afternoon Sports!

Specials on craft & pitchers of beer.
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four residents attended the
meeting, for the proposed
improvements on  the
northern portion of Ocoee-
Apopka Road, an estimated
$28-million project that
would improve the safety
and capacity for current
and future users.

The  Ocoee-Apopka
Road Safety Widening
Project  proposes  the
widening the northern
portion of Ocoee-Apopka
Road from a two-lane
undivided road to a four-
lane divided corridor to
provide additional roadway
capacity, construct a
multi-use trail along the
corridor to connect with the
countywide trail system,
improve and  restore
sidewalks along the project
corridor, and add bicycle
lanes.

At the public input
meeting, Mike Woodward
of Kimley-Horn and As-

sociates discussed details
about the project itself in-
cluding the proposed en-
hancements, safety and
traffic, as well as schedule
and funding.

Kimley-Horn and As-
sociates is the project con-
sultant; city planner Jean
Sanchez is the project man-
ager.

Ocoee-Apopka Road
is currently a two-lane un-
divided roadway with no
bicycle facilities or bike
lanes. There are some ex-
isting sidewalks on Ocoee-
Apopka Road at the Har-
mon Road intersection,
Oakmont Distribution Cen-
ter, and South Bradshaw
Road intersection to South
Hawthorne Avenue.

The average adjusted
annual average daily traf-
fic along the project cor-
ridor is 10,117 vehicles
per day. The current traffic
volumes discourage use of

sidewalks and paved shoul-
ders for bicycling. Traffic
signals are currently being
installed at the Keene Road
and Marden Road intersec-
tion.

A total of 100 crash-
es occurred during the
five-year historical peri-
od (2019-2023) on Ocoee-
Apopka Road. Forty of 100
crashes resulted in injury,
and one resulted in a fatal-
ity at Hawthorne Avenue.

The Ocoee-Apop-
ka Road renovation might
cost $28 million for the es-
timated 1.8-mile stretch of
road. The city of Apopka
is pursuing outside fund-
ing including federal dol-
lars from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation Re-
building American Infra-
structure with Sustainabil-
ity (RAISE) grant program.

Once funding is ob-
tained, the next steps are to
spend year one for project

development and environ-
mental study; year two and
three on design, work plan,
and budget completion;
year four on right-of-way
acquisition; and year five
to six on construction. This
schedule is a “best case sce-
nario,” Woodward said.

The first public input
meeting about the Ocoee-
Apopka Road Safety Wid-
ening Project took place on
December 9, 2024, at the
Fran Carlton Center.

Other engagement op-
portunities included vir-
tual outreach and targeted
outreach to employees of
businesses located along
the Ocoee-Apopka corri-
dor. The virtual outreached
included the public survey,
which launched last month,
ended on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 15.

Welcome to Caffé Positanos,
where food is our passion
e Our sauces are made fresh daily

e The house salad dressing is made from scratch
e Only the finest ingredients are used

Call us for take out orders!

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080

1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 « 407-531-1151
Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com
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AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHp

OMAHA STEAKS

Butcher’s Savory Gollection
Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)
PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
78045ZKC  separately $269:94 s
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

OmahaSteaks.com/Savory1312 | 1.877.694.0131
NOW! | Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 778045ZKC

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 78045.
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be
available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 03/31/25. 24M7123 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

FREE

FILET MIGNON
BURGERS

A $37 value!
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