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Churches open cold
weather shelter for
homeless this week

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Two churches have
opened their doors as a
shelter for some nights this
week to bring the homeless
in from the overnight cold
weather.

The First Presbyterian
Church of Apopka opened
the cold weather shelter
on Tuesday, January 7, and
Wednesday, January 8, at
the church building, 500
S. Highland Ave., Apopka.
Dinner and breakfast were
provided.

According to Pastor
David Schorejs of the First
Baptist Church of Apopka,
One Family Church would
organize the Thursday, Jan-
uary 9, cold weather shelter

if needed. Dinner was also
provided that night. One
Family Church is a part-
ner of First Presbyterian
Church.

“I have had conver-
sations with the Mayor
(Bryan Nelson) concern-
ing the upcoming cold
weather. First Presbyteri-
an Church of Apopka/One
Family Church has tenta-
tively agreed to open their
doors for shelter on neces-
sary evenings. This will be
for anyone who is without
shelter or without heat,”
Schorejs wrote in a Sunday,
January 5 email.

Schorejs said in an in-
terview with The Apopka
Chief that churches would

See SHELTER Page 3A
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Michael Posluszny of Apopka won a $100 Publix
gift card from The Apopka Chief for responding to
a reader survey that was published in December
2024. He picked up the gift card at the newspaper

office on North Park Avenue on Monday, January 6.

Subscribe
online
today for
52 editions

a year!

$30 in
Orange
County

($35 out of county)
Price Includes E-Edition

The city of Apop-
ka Parks and Recreation
Department will host a
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny for a $500,000 skate
park and pump track park,
which will include a skate

park area for skateboard-
ers and skaters, and pump
track area for BMX bikers.

The ceremony will
take place on Friday, Janu-
ary 10, at 4 p.m., at the site
of the new park, located

just north of the Fran Carl-
ton Center, 11 N. Forest
Ave., Apopka. Parking for
the ceremony will be at the
Fran Carlton Center.

The new Apopka Ac-
tion Sports Park is an

This rendering by the American Ramp Company depicts the new Apopka Action Sports Park, that will
consist of a skate park and pump track north of the Fran Carlton Center in Apopka.

City to host groundbreaking for new
Apopka skate park and pump track

Apopka Community Re-
development Agency proj-
ect using tax increment
fund revenue from the city
of Apopka and Orange

See PARK Page 12A

Lodge installs 2025 officers

A
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The Apopka Masonic Lodge, the oldest Lodge in continuous use in the state of Florida, Orange Lodge

No. 36 F&AM, had their 169th annual installation of officers for 2025 on December 27, 2024, at the
Lodge building on East Main Street in Apopka. The Orange Lodge No. F&AM has been an integral part of
the Apopka community since the town was chartered in 1882 and has been a staple in the area since 1856.

Pictured (I to r) are Brother Ken Cottrell, Worshipful Patrick Tessier, Brother Ruben Guzman, Worshipful
George Bockleslaugh, Worshipful Keith Potter, Worshipful Master Rolando Vargas, Brother Michael Berry,

Brother Andrew Haas, Brother Hector Rodriguez, Brother Joseph Morse.

Photo courtesy of Patrick Tessier.

Traffic concerns, charter review led 2024 in Apopka

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Note: This is the first of
a four-part series reviewing
the news in Apopka in 2024
as written in the pages of
The Apopka Chief. This
week covers January, Feb-
ruary, and March.

January

An initiative was in-
troduced, intended to elim-
inate fatalities and sev-
eral injury crashes from
the Apopka area’s road-
ways. Pamela Richmond,
city traffic coordinator,
explained the plan at the
Wednesday, January 3, City
Council meeting in City
Hall. ... On December 19,

2023, AdventHealth rec-
ognized three Apopka fire-
fighters with certificates of
excellence for their level
of care and service provid-
ed during a recent call for
a medical emergency. ... A
scam left an Apopka wom-
an without a driveway, and
now she has finished rais-
ing money for a new drive-
way.

The Apopka City
Council reviewed the city
charter in regard to its cur-
rent mandate of the strong-
mayor form of government
and the benefits of chang-
ing that to the proposed
council-manager form. ...
Alonzo Williams Jr., who
made history as the first
African-American Apopka
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Apopka Event of the Week

English Conversation Hour will be held
in the meeting room of the North Or-
ange Branch Library, 1211 E Semoran
Blvd., on Tuesday, January 14, from 3-4
p.m., for those with a basic understand-
ing of English. A series of workshops in
which students can practice their Eng-
lish speaking and listening skills.

The Apop
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Seniors need to think about
what they may be taught

As school is now back in ses-
sion in Apopka, it is time for seniors
to begin consideration of which
school, college or university they
will be choosing for continuation of
additional education.

The following article gives in-
formation to consider when choos-
ing to apply to an institution of
higher learning.

Jay P. Greene

Blair Arch Princeton University
December 20,2024

Heritage Foundation

Elite universities have been
so thoroughly captured by the left
that they are no longer capable of
reforming themselves to offer an
ideologically balanced and intellec-
tually diverse education.

Declaring that institutions are
beyond repair should not be done
lightly. The Bible offers an instruc-
tive lesson on this. Before judging
the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah,
Abraham bargains with God so that
the cities would be spared if even
10 righteous people could be found
there. If there are fewer than 10, the
cities lack the critical mass required
for making improvements.

Let’s apply the Sodom and Go-
morrah test to the Ivy League. If we
can find even 10 openly conserva-
tive professors at these universi-
ties, it might be possible for them to
form a critical mass and make prog-
ress in getting their institutions to
hire other conservative scholars to
achieve meaningful ideological bal-
ance. Without even 10, these uni-
versities would not only lack the
motivation to seek greater ideologi-
cal diversity, but they would have
great difficulty identifying qual-
ity conservative scholars and con-
vincing them to join an organiza-
tion without any like-minded col-
leagues.

The point here is not that con-
servative faculty are the righteous
ones, but that a critical mass of con-
servative professors is necessary to
achieve internal reform.

To search for these 10 conserva-
tive scholars who might redeem the

Ivy League, I looked at campaign
contributions_from people who de-
scribed themselves as professors at
these eight universities in support
of Donald Trump during the most
recent election. There were only
two professors, both at Cornell Uni-
versity, from the entire Ivy League
who contributed to Trump’s cam-
paign.

At the other seven Ivy League
universities, there wasn’t a single
professor who contributed to Don-
ald Trump. By comparison, there
were around 900 contributions from
Ivy League professors to Kamala
Harris’ campaign.

Of course, there could be con-
servative professors who didn’t
make a campaign contribution or
didn’t even vote for Trump. (Man-
hattan Institute’s) Rick Hess and
Riley Fletcher recently analyzed the
faculty websites of 10 selective uni-
versities, including Harvard and
Princeton, to classify professors as
being on the left, center, or right.

At none of these universities could
they find more than five professors
who are ideologically on the right.
Again, elite universities fail the So-
dom and Gomorrah test, with none
of them coming close to having 10
identifiably conservative faculty
members.

Given that half of the Ameri-
can electorate supported Donald
Trump, the inability of elite univer-
sities to have even 10 conservative
professors is a political as well as
an educational problem. Despite be-
ing nominally private universities,
the Ivy League receives several bil-
lion dollars each year from taxpay-
ers in research grants and student
loans. This includes $1.8 billion in
overhead on grants that universi-
ty administrators can use as a slush
fund to pay for anything they want,
as well as $344 million in subsidies
for student loans beyond what is ex-
pected to be paid back.

With full control of the feder-
al government and most state gov-
ernments, Republicans may judge

See COLLEGE Page 12A
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Despite being nominally private
universities, the lvy League re-
ceives several billion dollars each
year from taxpayers in research
grants and student loans.

The editorial reflects on the
quality of professors at higher

education institutions
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Teachers, parents can work together

Happy New Year!

I'hope everyone had a
restful winter break and is
ready to start the spring se-
mester. As we start the third
nine-week grading period,
it’s always a good time to
check in and make sure our
students are on track to fin-
ish the school year strong.

For our youngest
learners, parents should
reach out to their teachers
and get an update on their
child’s academic and social
progress. Find out if any
areas seem to be an area of
difficulty for your child and
work with their teacher to
come up with a plan to ad-
dress it.

Orange County School
Board, District 7
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Melissa Byrd

By this time, teachers
know their students well
and can share insights with
parents that they may not
see or recognize at home.
For some students, these
challenges may just need
some adjustments at home
like more sleep or extra
practice. But for some chal-

lenges, outside resources
might be a consideration.
Remember, your teacher is
your partner and will wel-
come your collaboration in
helping your child.

For our older students,
this is also the perfect time
to review grades in Sky-
ward and discuss with your
students their progress in
each of their classes. If
your child is struggling in a
class, talk to them or sched-
ule a conference with the
teacher.

Staying connected
and updated on our child’s
progress can be challeng-

See BYRD Page 4A

Highlights are from OC’s 2025 budget

Orange County is a di-
verse and dynamic commu-
nity. District 2 encompass-
es Tangerine, Zellwood,
Apopka, Wekiwa Springs,
Lockhart, Lee Road, Rose-
mont, North Pine Hills, and
Ocoee.

The current budget
was developed utilizing
the following guidelines
by Mayor Jerry L. Dem-
ings. The county prioritized
initiatives such as afford-
able housing, homeless-
ness, transportation, mental
health, economic develop-
ment, environmental pres-
ervation, and public safety.
New positions were based
on a needs analysis priori-
tizing life, health, and safe-
ty considerations, or the ne-
cessity to fulfill service ob-
ligations for new or current

County Commissioner
District 2

Chritine Moore

programming. Strategic
objectives include public
safety and health, sense of
community, economic de-
velopment, infrastructure,
efficiency, fiscal responsi-
bility, and sustainability.
A major revenue re-
source is from property tax-
es. Our total property val-
ues for 2024 are $218 bil-
lion. Property tax revenues
are expected to equal $969
million — an approximate

increase of 7.8 percent over
the FY 2023-24 budget.
Operating Budget
Highlights include $433.9
million for Public Safety
which includes an addition-
al $11 million for school re-
source officers. The trans-
portation department’s
operating budget is $182
million and the capital pro-
gram for public works is
$268 million which is used
to construct new road-
ways, intersections, im-
prove pedestrian safety,
sidewalks, streetlights, and
other transportation capital
expenditures. A $50-mil-
lion state-of-the-art training
facility is being construct-
ed for Orange County Fire
Rescue. We look forward

See MOORE Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

Diligent hands will rule,
but laziness ends in forced labor.
Proverbs 12:24

Pressing the control

button way too long

makes a good love
go oh so wrong.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, postage paid
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Money received from the government first comes from taxpayers

It starts out, “How

would you like to receive
an extra $888.00 from So-
cial Security because of a
legal loophole in the sys-
tem?” Or “I just received
an extra Social Security
check for $XXX.XX, and
it’s all legal!” Why do peo-

money from the govern-
ment.

I want to remind those
that the government does
not earn money, and the
only money they get is
from taxes they receive
from Mr. & Mrs. Taxpayer.

There is no such thing

ple think they are entitled
to any extra money from
Social Security, or any oth-
er government entity for
free?

It’s no wonder our So-
cial Security and Medi-
care programs are going
to be insolvent in a few

Ike Hayden k

years, if those are possible
“eimme’s.” It is amazing
that those scammer’s play
on people’s greedy natures,
and I’m sure there are some
people who respond to
those “Come On’s” think-
ing they are getting free

as free money from the gov-
ernment. It is taken straight
from those workers who
are taxed from each pay-
check they receive.
I'learned from child-
hood there is no such thing
as free money, and accept-
ing free money is the same

as stealing.

I'had an acquaintance
a few years ago who was
a “cracker-jack” carpen-
ter, but toward the middle
of the week he would stop
going in to work. He nev-
er seemed to suffer from
lack of funds however, and
one Friday evening as we
sat imbibing our adult bev-
erages, I asked him about
how he could afford the
playboy lifestyle without
working a full week. Re-
member, he was a top-paid
carpenter, but what he told
me stopped us from being

close.

He told me he would
go downtown and stand in
front of a restaurant and
bum quarters. He stat-
ed he didn’t have to “bust
his tail,” and he aver-
aged $250.00 a day! Many
would just give him a dol-
lar or two and there were
those who would give him
five or ten. Even as a prac-
ticing alcoholic, his sto-
ry left a bad taste in my
mouth, and eventually we
drifted apart. Oh, the rea-
son he kept his carpenter’s
job was the insurance they

paid for, and get this, the
paid holidays!! This was
just in the start of the sev-
enties, and that was super
benefits!

I think of him ev-
ery time I come across the
street beggars on most cor-
ners, and it makes me con-
sider how thankful I should
be for my parent’s guid-
ance and example in my
raising. I have no idea what
it would take for our local
government to assist those
living on the streets, and

See HAYDEN Page 4A
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Orange County launches free financial counseling program

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Orange County became the
first local government in the state
to launch a Financial Empower-
ment Center (FEC), which of-
fers one-on-one certified finan-
cial counseling as a free public
service to everyone who lives and
works in Orange County.

On Wednesday, January 8§,
the Financial Empowerment Cen-
ter was officially kicked off at the
John Bridges Community Action
Center in Apopka. The Bridges
Center will serve as one of Or-
ange County’s three in-person
sites of the Financial Empower-
ment Center, along with the Hal P.
Marston Community Action Cen-
ter and the Pine Hills Communi-
ty Action Center, both in Orlando.
The county plans to expand FEC
services to more sites this year.

Held in person as well as vir-
tually, FEC sessions with profes-
sional financial counselors will
focus on budgeting, increasing

personal savings, paying down
debt, improving credit scores and
more.

Ceremony speakers were
Kate Wilson, the senior vice
president for philanthropy and
community impact at Wells Far-
go; Catherine Steck McManus,
president and CEO of Habitat
for Humanity Greater Orlando
& Osceola County; and Jerry L.
Demings, Orange County mayor.
Habitat Orlando & Osceola is the
program’s nonprofit provider.

The initiative is a partner-
ship between Orange County
Government, Habitat for Human-
ity Greater Orlando & Osceola
County and the Cities for Finan-
cial Empowerment Fund.

The Orange County Finan-
cial Empowerment Center is an
example of the county’s ongo-
ing efforts to help people who
are struggling in the community,
according to Demings. He cited
that according to Heart of Flori-
da United Way, 32 percent of Or-
ange County households are As-

set Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed, or ALICE.

“We will change it. We’re go-
ing to lower that (percentage). We
will work holistically every day
to make sure the Financial Em-
powerment Centers provide the
tools and the resources that can
assist ALICE households as well
as other families and individuals
struggling to reach financing spe-
cifically,” the mayor said.

Piloted in New York City
in 2008, FECs across the nation
have worked with nearly 173,000
clients. Through the FEC, cli-
ents have reduced their personal
debts by over $276 million and
increased household savings by
nearly $54 million.

Wells Fargo collaborates
with partners in developing and
support of programs to help peo-
ple improve long-term financial
security.

“It’s the way to create posi-
tive change and it’s really at the
core of what we do. We under-
stand that financial health is a

continuum and we want to help
people move from financial in-
stability to financial security and
wealth creation. We also believe
that financial counseling and
coaching can be instrumental in
that journey,” Wilson said.
Calling the launch of the Or-
ange County Financial Empow-
erment Center “a truly historic
day” and a “milestone,” McMa-
nus explained how the financial
empowerment center aligns well
with Habitat Orlando and Osceo-
la’s mission. Habitat Orlando
and Osceola has been building
energy-efficient homes that lo-
cal families purchased with an
affordable mortgage. Home-
owners involved in Habitat go
through educational programs
including helping homeowners
keep their affordable mortgage
through our home preservation
program, including roof replace-
ments and major home repairs.
“First, to Habitat Orlando
and Osceola, we know that hous-
ing is the cornerstone of commu-

nity progress,” McManus said.
“Stable and accessible housing
leads to better outcomes in edu-
cation, health and more. But the
system is broken, and we’ve long
ago realized that we can’t build
our way out of the housing crisis.
That’s why our impact strategy to
face the housing crisis focuses on
two overarching goals: pioneer
housing solutions and empower
through knowledge.”

In September 2024, Orange
County Government announced
that it received a $150,000 grant
to support the launch of the coun-
ty’s Financial Empowerment
Center. The FEC movement is
supported by seed funder Bloom-
berg Philanthropies, the Wells
Fargo Foundation and other part-
ners. The American Rescue Plan
Act of 2021 provided additional
funding for the project’s imple-
mentation.

For more information and
to sign up for appointments at
HabitatOrlando.org/FEC.

Shelter: May be needed next week based on weather, pastor says

Continued from page 1A

open a cold weather shel-
ter next week depending on
the weather.

“If it looks like it’s go-
ing to get back down near
freezing next week, too, we

next week,” Schorejs said.
In a Monday, January
6, email, community advo-
cate Dr. Phyllis Olmstead
expressed her support for
the cold weather shelter.
“This has been a long
time coming, and I was

Rev Melo [of One Family
Church] and his love for his
neighbors and eagerness
[and] willingness to wel-
come them into his home
with a smile on his face!
This congregation and its

pastor is a great asset to our
community,” she wrote.

In her email, she also
made the following recom-
mendation: “I would like
to suggest that since many
of our local residents with

that limited heat and cloth-
ing, they are often also lim-
ited in nutrition and medi-
cal access. If we could have
a person with medical cre-
dentials volunteer, it would
be a phenomenal advantage

to the population.”

To volunteer for a shift
at the shelter or to donate
food, email Schorejs at
dndschorejs@gmail.com or
text 407-334-5786.

will certainly work on do-
ing the same thing again

grateful for my
son  conversation

in-per-
with

Medicare Advantage Open Enrollment
January 1st to March 31st
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Monday, January 13, 2025

from 5:30 PM to 7 PM
in Apopka City Hall Council Chambers

Please join us for an informative and public VICINITY MAP
. . input session covering the northern section of APOPKA -
Accurate. Reliable. Unbiased. Local. Ocoee-Apopka Road Complete Streets Project 5
(OACSP). The OACSP proposes the widening of E :
Ocoee-Apopka Road (CR) 437A from two to ® 3="1

S

four lanes, beginning at Harmon Road to
Hawthorne Avenue, increasing safety and
capacity for current and future users. This is a

The Apopha Chief

Your Trusted Local News Source

Boy Scout Rd. W 13th 8t
"‘Complete Streets” project that will include
] . . enhancements to existing corridor drainage, SOUTH APOPKA
{ L W"":ler Oszne 2020 as well as, roadway and multi-modal
=< Florida Press Awards! improvements.
The City of Apopka is committed to
Harmon Rd.

transforming this vital corridor using a

Complete Streets approach to modernize the
existing infrastructure assets. Lighting,

sighage, drainage systems, median islands,

traffic signals, a shared-use path and &)
sidewalks will all be improved, added (if

lacking) and modernized to ensure all users

feel safe and are safe using the improved

corridor.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY! @

www.TheApopkaChief.com
or Call 407-886-2777

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
Phone: 407-886-2777
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Take the survey by scanning the QR Code or visiting: https://app.publiccoordinate.com/#/projects/oacsp/map
This public input tool will be open December 13, 2024, to January 15, 2025.
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Byrd: Graduation time will be here on the 28th and 29th of May

Continued from page 2A fore we know it. The class
of 2025 is ready and ex-
cited for what lies ahead.
Graduation dates and times
were announced over the
break, so it’s time to share

those as well.

er rather than later and that
is why mid-year is a good
ing at times with the every-  time to reassess and check
day demands on our time in.

and energy as parents, but
it is certainly much easier
to correct a problem soon-

As we look forward to
the end of the semester, it
will be graduation time be-

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(c),
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, Land
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that STEVEN ANDERSEN
has made an application to the City of Apopka Planning Commission
and the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM COMMERCIAL TO INDUSTRIAL FOR 2.28 +/- ACRES. This application
relates to the following described properties:

ORDINANCE NO. 3085
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM COMMERCIAL TO INDUSTRIAL FOR STEVEN ANDERSEN GENERALLY
LOCATED NORTH OF MARSHALL LAKE ROAD, OWNED BY ANDERSEN APOPKA
LLC, COMPRISING 2.28 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR

SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
5 [ [ o [ g—‘
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Parcel Identification Numbers: 09-21-28-5451-01-000

Contains: 2.28 +/- acres

Notice is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 3085 will be
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled
meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February 5, 2025
beginning at 1:30 P.M. or soon thereafter.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to
this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need
to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

177797

January 10, 2025
Publish: The Apopka Chief

Everybody has an opinion.

Why not share yours?

Send, bring or email your signed letters of approximately 250 words to the Editor,

The Apopka Chief

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka 32712
For info: 407-886-2777 Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Submit your letter online at theapopkachief.com

Our Apopka Blue
Darters will be crossing the
stage on May 28 at 2 p.m.
at the Kia Center down-
town, and our Wekiva Mus-
tangs will graduate on May
29 at 8:30 a.m. at the Ad-

Moore: Tourism is very

Continued from page 2A

to the grand opening early
in 2025.

Affordable Hous-
ing has $16.1 allocated for
2025 from the Affordable
Housing Trust Fund. This
brings the county’s total in-
vestment in affordable and
workforce housing to $83.8
million over six years and
$160 million over 10 years.
Several projects are in
progress in the Apopka and
Pine Hills communities.

Green PLACE Pro-
gram is one of the most im-
pactful conservation initia-
tives in the budget. In 2021
the board approved $100
million to preserve our nat-
ural habitats. So far, the
county has acquired 24,000
acres and opened more than
18,000 acres for public rec-
reation.

Community and Fam-
ily Services is part of the
county’s core mission. The
adopted budget includes
$150 million which covers
programs that address so-
cial challenges, child wel-
fare, and services to pre-
serve the high-quality of
life to enrich a diverse pop-
ulation.

This includes after-
school programs and sum-
mer youth programs that
offer a haven, as well as
community programs to
provide outreach services.

As Parks & Recreation
celebrates its 100th anni-
versary of serving residents

ditions Financial Arena at
UCF. Both ceremonies will
be a wonderful celebration
of all that these young peo-
ple have accomplished and
all they have to look for-
ward to in their bright fu-

at 113 parks and trails, the
division provides a host of
your recreation programs
and activities. We are look-
ing forward to the renova-
tion of the West Orange
Trail Bridge across US 441
in downtown Apopka.

Mental & Health Ser-
vices has been receiv-
ing $49 million annually
for mental and behavioral
health services. The county
is closing the gap by pro-
viding more than $10 mil-
lion additional county gen-
eral fund dollars and us-
ing various federal grant
sources.

The Economic Envi-
ronment includes the Or-
ange County Convention
Center and the visitors and
business it attracts. Over
1,200 local businesses de-
pend on the center’s events.
Funding comes primar-
ily from the fees the center
collects for services and the
Tourist Development Tax
(TDT) proceeds are utilized
for any operating shortfalls.
No property taxes are used
for the convention center.

I have not yet men-
tioned the great work of our
Utilities Department with
water, sewer, reclaimed
water, and solid waste.

These are large opera-
tions which must meet all
their operational and capi-
tal expenses by charges and
impact fees.

They are often ac-
counted for in what is
known as enterprise funds.

tures.

I look forward to both
the ceremonies and shaking
all of our Apopka gradu-
ates’ hands as they receive
their diplomas.

important

One of the key compo-
nents of Orange County’s
economic development is
the Travel and Tourism In-
dustry. In 2023, Orange
County welcomed 74 mil-
lion visitors, generating
$92.5 billion in econom-
ic impact. Nearly 43 per-
cent of the region’s work-
force works in tourism. The
county has made invest-
ments in accommodations,
technology, and amenities
to allow the area to remain
one of the top convention
destinations. TDT dollars
were $350 million in FY
2023.

Universal Studios is
moving forward with “Epic
Universe,” a new theme
park opening in 2025 that
is expected to bring 14,000
new jobs to the region. In
addition, the new Reedy
Creek or Central Florida
Tourism Oversight Dis-
trict recently approved a
new development propos-
al by Walt Disney Compa-
nies to spend up to $17 bil-
lion which may include an
entirely new theme park at
Disney World.

The county budget is
large and complex. Rest as-
sured that competent staff,
the comptroller, and com-
missioners provide superi-
or guidance and oversight.
As many of you have seen,
we have recently provided
oversight and accountabil-
ity for the Supervisor of
Elections Office.

Happy New Year.

Hayden: Share knowledge of Jesus

Continued from page 2A

begging for their daily sus-
tenance, but I do know that
throwing taxpayer money
at the problem only makes
it bigger, and many times
it increases the size of gov-
ernment with all its’ prob-
lems.

I believe most of the
homeless need help get-
ting their priorities right,
but books, videos, and do it
yourself programs seem to
have no impact on the situ-
ation.

We need to instill in
people the understanding
of their true worth and how
they can be assured of the
world’s need of each one of
them by finding their niche
that GOD has ordained for
them.

Our local government
needs to find people who
love one another and those
that love their neighbors to
go into the streets to talk,
cry, rejoice, and give en-
couragement to those who
have lost hope. We need to

support them so they can
concentrate on their task.
Yes, I’'m talking about a
department of Christian
Outreach! We have depart-
ments now that are sup-
posed to take care of those
things, but they are dismal
failures because most of
the workers are looking for
a paycheck and the bene-
fits of government employ-
ment.

The workers for Chris-
tian Outreach would be
working for the elimination
of the homeless and allow-
ing each individual to see
their worth in the sight of
their Creator, and His love
for them by the giving of
His only begotten Son, Je-
sus on the cross of Calva
ry. The only thing
those workers would need
is to be reimbursed for their
vehicular usage. I know all
the arguments against reli-
gion in our government, but
has anything else helped?

I believe that one day
(soon) our government - lo-
cal, state, and federal - will

stand before the throne of
GOD, and give an account
about how we ignored the
opportunity to give those
street dwellers and the
homeless the message of
their immense worth, and
importance to the GOD
who knitted them in the
womb and called them by
name, at their conception.

We are all called to be
ambassadors for Christ,
but it’s improbable to find
a parking place, and also,
it would be hard to find the
time to spend talking in-
stead of keeping appoint-
ments.

There was a time I felt
it was me against every-
body else, until I met my
risen Savior, Jesus Christ,
and He showed me my true
worth.

Don’t stop telling the
story; i.e., Romans 1:16:
For I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that
believeth; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek.

Need to send or receive a fax? You can use ours!
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Gadson makes dean’s list [@LIFI\"

Ka’lea Gadson of Apopka has been
named to the Georgia Southern Univer-
sity’s fall 2024 dean’s list, according to a
news release from the university.

Gadson was one of

ly 4,100 students that Georgia Southern
University recently recognized on the lat-
est dean’s list. To be eligible for the dis-
tinction, a student must have at least a 3.5

approximate-

grade point average and carry a minimum
of 12 hours for the semester.

Georgia Southern University, a public
Carnegie Doctoral/R2 institution founded
in 1906, offers approximately 155 different
degree programs serving more than 26,100
students through 10 colleges on three cam-
puses in Statesboro, Savannah, Hinesville
and online instruction.

Figueroa named to dean’s list

Janitza Ayala Figueroa,
of Apopka, was named to
Columbia College’s fall
2024 semester dean’s list,
according to the institu-
tion’s January 2 press re-
lease.

Columbia College re-
cently announced its dean’s
list for the fall 2024 se-

mester (August-December
2024). To be named to the
dean’s list, a student must
have completed 12 credit
hours in a 16-week period
and achieved a minimum
GPA of 3.5 on a 4.0-point
scale.

Founded in 1851 in
Columbia, Mo., Columbia

College has been helping
students advance their lives
through higher education
for more than 170 years. As
a private, nonprofit institu-
tion, the college has several
classes across the country,
about half of which are on
military installations.

Send us Your News * Email: news@theapopkachief.com
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Fri., Jan. 10, 2025 thru
Sun., Jan. 12,2025
3D SHOWINGS

MUFASA: THE LION KING
(PG) 1:10

DEN OF THIEVES 2;
PANTERA(R) 12:00;
12:30; 3:30; 4:00; 7:00;
7:30; 10:10

A COMPLETE
UNKNOWN(R) 12:10; a
3:20; 6:30; 9:40 EAs
WICKED(PG) 12:20; 3:10;
6:20; 9:50

MOANA 2 (PG) 12:40;
3:50; 6:40; 9:20
SONICTHE HEDGEHOG
3 (PG) 12:50; 3:40; 6:50;
9:30

NOSFERATU(R) 1:00;
4:20; 7:20; 10:20
MUFASA: THE LION
KING (PG) 4:10; 7:10;
10:00

TUES. VALUE DAYS
NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX
with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

™ VFW POST 10147
. | 519 S. Central Ave., Apopka
invites you to its 3rd Saturday | £
FUNDRAISING &
BREAKFAST k!

SAT., JAN. 18
8 a.m.-10 a.m.

« Scrambled Eggs
+ Sausage Links « Pancakes
* Biscuits and Gravy

* Orange Juice *

ALL FOR $7.00!

Children under 5 free with paid adult

VFW MISSION:
Ensure that veterans are respected for

their service, always receive their earned
entitlements, and are recognized for the
sacrifices they and their loved ones have
made on behalf of this great country. <

IR

©

Coffee « Water

The Way
| See It

Patti
Bankson

Making Sense of
the Nonsense

While trying to figure out
how, as a country, we got from
where we started to where we
are today, I've realized: we
don't need to go back to where
we started, but, rather, back to
where we got off-track!

Mentioning the 60s would
be no mention at all without the
Vietnam war. Not so much the
war itself, maybe, but definitely
the decisions made by politi-
cians. One of those decisions
- called student deferment - al-
lowed college and university
students to stay in school, liv-
ing their normal lives while oth-
ers who didn’t have the means,
didn’t have that luxury were
sent, voluntarily or otherwise,
to lose limbs and lives interven-
ing in another country’s war

.. only to come home to face
another war declared on them
by their fellow Americans. Prov-
ing that, sometimes, a diploma
from a “prestigious” school
doesn’t mean you're smart.

Anyway, Christopher
Caldwell, Claremont Institute
Senior Fellow and, New York
Times contributing opinion ed-
itor, explained it so much bet-
ter: “If you were rich enough to
study art history, you could go
to Woodstock, and make love.
If you worked in a garage, you
went to Da Nang and made
war”

In 2020, a talk by Mr.
Caldwell at Hillsdale College’s
Center for Constitutional Stud-
ies and Citizenship in D.C.
entitled, The Roots of Our Par-
tisan Divide, explained, “our
partisan polarization concerns
how the civil rights laws of the
1960s, and particularly the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, divided the
country...”™They did so by giv-
ing birth to what was, in effect,
a second constitution, which
would eventually cause Ameri-
cans to peel off into two differ-
ent and incompatible constitu-
tional cultures. It happened so
slowly that many people did
not notice.”

In his book, The Age of
Entitlement: America since
the Sixties, he suggests that
the Civil Rights Act pulled the
country apart, while today’s
conventional wisdom main-
tains that it brought the country

together. Mentioning outrage
over his book, he went on to
say (especially for those who
haven'’t read it) that he wanted
to “make crystal clear” his book
is not a defense of segregation
or Jim Crow, and that when he
criticizes the long-term effects
of the civil rights laws of the
60s, that “/ do not criticize the
principle of equality in gen-
eral, or the movement for black
equality, in particular”

His concern is regarding
the authority given to Wash-
ington by the 1964 Civil Rights
Act to override what had been
thought of by Americans as
their democratic institutions.

I’m certainly not a Chris-
topher Caldwell, but as an
American citizen and voter, |
share his concerns and have
for many years. If you take
even a casual look at our gov-
ernance, you'll see not only
power, but also, abused power.
We now have entities created
because some person (previ-
ously unheard of, outside of
a D.C. insider’s group) has an
often-dopey idea which didn't
come from legislation and was
never presented to the citizens
to approve or not.

The Covid rules depriv-
ing us our Constitutional free-
doms comes to mind. | have yet
to hear someone “in charge”
explain how Rules magically
became Laws, and we could
be arrested — handcuffs and
all — for “disobeying” That's why
I'm grateful for the Christopher
Caldwells, Ted Cruzs, and
Donald Trumps of the country,
to name just three, who are
willing to ask the questions and
not accept answers thrown at
us in the name of maintaining
some ambitious, self-serving
person’s power.

There will be changes,
when Donald Trump is back in
office, of course, but | believe
they’ll be good changes. May-
be, because he didn't become
rich on the tax payers’ backs
and doesn't have to return any
favors. And maybe because he
knows how to get things done!
Example: Amazingly, he’s not
even been sworn in yet, but
our neighbors, Canada and
Mexico, have already agreed
to change their damaging im-
migration policies, which will
benefit us all. We’ve needed
bold leadership, coupled with
common sense and a genuine
love for our country, for a long
time. |, for one, am looking for-
ward to a new day in Americal!

We’d like to know
What YOU think?
barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson

l..icnnsall & lnsurnll
State Certified

Eﬁ;ergencv Services
Available After Hours

The Best Compliment

You Can Give Is A Referral.
Please support these local businesses

and organizations.

(

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

JL

v Covid Screens
Jones Ave.,

Zellwood, FL
32798

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally

v/ New Transferrin Gold TB Test
Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

www.workplacescreening.com

v Titer Testing

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate

¢ Selling: What'’s your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

&

S
Total Ground Maintenance
2129:2501

www.faithworkstotalground.com

Lawn Maintenance
Pressure Washing
Yard Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

' IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME’!

Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Ministries of Good Life

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 1TAM.
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris ® 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

. Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings! /‘

See Why People Love Us
SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

The Apopka Chief

The Voice of the Community since 1923

400 N. Park Avenue Apopka, FL 32712

407-886-2777
www.theapopkachief.com

-

The Bath or Shower You‘ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

¢ Tub-to-Shower Conversions

* Replacement Tubs
* Replacement Showers
e Walk-in Tubs

BATH

INC

“Includes labor and product; athtub, sho
*“Third party financingis avalable for thoss

CONCEPTS

in tub and wal surroun
‘who qualfy/Pariicipating dealers only. b e your dealer for detais.

d. This promotion

1000 OFF

when financing with remodelingloans.com *

$1500 OFF

* Low-Barrier Showers
¢ Soaker Tubs
e Accessories and more!

Military & Senior Discounts Available

CALL NOW |

0% Interest for18Months”

OR

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2025

©2024 BCI

(855) 729-3984

ot be combined with any other offe. Other restictions may apply. This offer

and operated

& Service Organizations.

Please Support These Businesses

They Care About You & Are [nvesting in the Community.

J

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

The Mt. Dora Lions
Club will use your
recyclable eye glasses
for the program
“Project Right to
Sight.”

Foliage Sertoma

Club of Apopka v
(407) 832-2627 Sussssaae
Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,

will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopha citizens with hearing needs.

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers

or Apopka Office Supply at

Oﬁ 407-886-2777
d

sight or hearing for so MANY.

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka
Office Supply) would like to thank the generous
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of
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Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast to feature keynote speaker

AdventHealth Faith Care
Partners is hosting the Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Breakfast, a celebra-
tion of unity, service, and justice,
on Monday, January 20, 7:30-
9 a.m. at the St. Mary Magdalen
Catholic Church, 861 Maitland
Ave., Altamonte Springs. Lar-

ry Williams will be the keynote
speaker.

Dr. Ann A. Ashley-Gilbert,
a gynecologist who has served
Altamonte Springs for nearly

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

50 years will be honored at the
breakfast. She delivered the first
baby at AdventHealth Altamonte
hospital.
Visit
RSVP.

shorturl.at/5V5cK to

Larry Williams

Williams entered the field of
public service in 1983 as a health
service representative with the
Orange County Health Depart-
ment. His tenure with Orange

Would like to invite you
and your family to join us

%H‘Sunday schoo

@ 9:00am™
Sunday mornmg service @ 10:15am
Evening service:

Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!

Be prepared before the next power outage.

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
657-281-7668 « www.wsbcapopka.org

It’s not just a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call407-753-7287

to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

Leaf

Say “NO" to Cleaning
Qut Your Gutters.

4‘ + AL\G"‘

20%

Your Entire Purchase*

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

Promo: 285

&5
’ WARRANTY l

@

! BFRE

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION - SCHEDULE
YOUR FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-866-549-6518

Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!

ACREDITED
BUSINE:

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

1-866-549-6518

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1
year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520,
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318,

262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23,

NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354,

TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

10%

Seniors + Military

GENERAC

County Health Department last-
ed for 25 years. He was one of
the first African Americans in the
1980’s in Orange County and the
state of Florida to address HIV
among African Americans. He
also established one of the first
Office of Minority Health (at the
health department) in the state.
He retired early to pursue his
life’s calling to serve the inner
city. Currently he is the executive
director of Simeon Resource and

health

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

407-905-8827

225 E 7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703
00

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

community

Development Center, Inc., which
helps people who have somehow
fallen through the cracks come up
with an immediate and practical
strategy to create financial inde-
pendence and self-esteem.

Dr. Ann A. Ashley-Gilbert

Dr. Ashley-Gilbert, an iden-
tical twin, is a native of Flori-
da, and a pioneer in “women’s
health”. She has practiced in Cen-
tral Florida since 1980. After

completing her residency in Cali-
fornia she served as a LTJG in the
U.S. Public Health Service, then
provided OB/GYN care to mi-
grant women in Central Florida.
Dr. Ashley-Gilbert is a member
of Macedonia Missionary Baptist
Church, Eatonville, Florida. She
has served on many committees
and has articles published in vari-
ous magazines.

centers
e HEALTH
- e MEDICARE
& Pediatrics OB/GYN e CREMATION
o FamilyMedicine () Dental * ACCIDENT
 DENTAL
(4} Intemal Medicine [ Pharmacy e LIFE

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
SE HABLA ESPANOL

Compass Health Insurance.com
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)
Your Local Agency for

Florida Blue DY
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Apopka

Leesburg

200 North Park Ave, Ste B

1108 W Dixie Ave
CentralFloridaAudiology.com

The average person waits

That’s seven years of missed laughs.

Seven years of missed conversations.

Seven years of missed moments,

407.358.7045 | APoPKA
352.326.5253 | LEESBURG

Essential Eye Care
& Optical

108 S. Park
Ave, Suite 100
Apopka, FL 32703

uu

CENTPFIL
FLOPlDﬂ
Mw@y

Amy Davis, Au.D.
Cynthia Quintana, Au.D.

SEE US
AT OUR

NEW

20% OFF YOUR
ENTIRE ORDER
EXP. 1/31/25

Can not be combined with insurance.
Call for more details.

essentialeyecareoptical.com
407-893-2733

LOCATION!
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U.S. Surgeon General issues advisory on warning labels

By Brett Rowland
The Center Square

The U.S. Surgeon Gen-
eral issued an advisory Fri-
day recommending updated
warning labels on alcoholic
beverages.

Surgeon General Dr.
Vivek Murthy’s adviso-
ry includes a series of rec-
ommendations to increase
awareness to reduce alco-
hol-related cancer cases
and deaths. The advisory
outlines the direct link be-
tween alcohol consumption
and increased cancer risk.
Murthy said alcohol con-
sumption is the third lead-

ing preventable cause of
cancer in the U.S. after to-
bacco and obesity, increas-
ing risk for at least seven
types of cancer.

“Alcohol is a well-
established, preventable
cause of cancer responsi-
ble for about 100,000 cases
of cancer and 20,000 can-
cer deaths annually in the
United States — greater than
the 13,500 alcohol-associ-
ated traffic crash fatalities
per year in the U.S. — yet
the majority of Americans
are unaware of this risk,”
Murthy said. “This Adviso-
ry lays out steps we can all
take to increase awareness

Golf tourney to be
hosted in Zellwood

The 18th annual Zellwood Community Center Golf
Tournament will take place on Saturday, January 18, at the
Zellwood Station Golf and Country Club, 2126 Spillman

Dr., Zellwood.

Event includes lunch and door prizes. Registration be-

gins at 7 a.m., tee off at 8:30

a.m. Cost is $260 per four-

some, $150 to sponsor a hole. For questions, call Denny
Shiver, 407-625-1503 or Aaron Barrett, 321-303-0582.

Use Our Onl

Got EVENTS?

PUBLICIZE THEM...

www.theapopkachief.com

Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777,
or email news@theapopkachief.com

ine Forms:

of alcohol’s cancer risk and
minimize harm.”

Dr. Bruce Scott, the
president of the Ameri-
can Medical Association,
praised the move.

“The American Medi-
cal Association applauds
the Surgeon General’s
work to make completely
clear the link between al-
cohol consumption and in-
creased cancer risk. For
years, the AMA has said
that alcohol consumption at
any level, not just heavy al-

cohol use or addictive alco-
hol use, is a modifiable risk
factor for cancer. And yet,
despite decades of compel-
ling evidence of this con-
nection, too many in the
public remain unaware of
alcohol’s risk,” he said in
a statement. “Today’s advi-
sory, coupled with a push to
update the Surgeon Gener-
al’s health warning label on
alcoholic beverages, will
bolster awareness, improve
health, and save lives.”
The advisory makes

additional ~ recommenda-
tions, in addition to calling
for an update on the health
warning label on alcohol-
containing beverages to in-
clude cancer risk. It calls
for a reassessment of the
guideline limits for alcohol
consumption to account for
cancer risk and advises peo-
ple to be aware of the rela-
tionship between alcohol
consumption and increased
cancer risk when consider-
ing whether or how much
to drink.

It also calls for pub-
lic health professionals and
community groups to high-
light alcohol consump-
tion as a leading modifi-
able cancer risk factor and
strengthen and expand ed-
ucation efforts to increase
general awareness. Health-
care providers should in-
form patients in clinical
settings about this link and
promote the use of alcohol
screening and treatment re-
ferrals as needed.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

Know what's below.
Call before you dig.

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

®) L ake Apopka

Natural Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

mullinaxez @
FEE

J Dealer Fee
Electronic Filing Fee

>

1$365/mo

36 months

BJ NATIONAL

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit
card or other unsecured debt, see how

National Debt Relief can help resolve your
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

[=]

Call today§

+1 (855) 897-0671
Bl

2024 Bronco Sport Big Bend

For the lease of a 2024 Bronco Big Bend (221A) 4-door auto. with a $43,760 MSRP, the 36-month, 10,500-mile
lease offer requiresa down payment of $4,376 and first monthly payment due at signing. Tax, Tag, and Title are
additional. Requires approval and financing through Ford Motor Company Credit. Not all buyers will qualify.
Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 2/3/2025.
For the lease of a 2024 Bronco Sport Big Bend (200A) with a $31,390 MSRP, the 36-month, 10,500-mile lease
offer requires a down payment of $3,139 and first monthly payment due at signing. Tax, Tag, and Title are
additional. Requires approval and financing through Ford Motor Company Credit. Not all buyers will qualify.
Residency restrictions apply. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details. Offer ends 2/3/2025.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL - www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678

It’s more than just cremation;

it’s a tribute to a life well-lived.
Explore our compassionate cremation options at
Highland Memory Gardens and Funeral Home.

&

N\

ey | 3329 East Semoran Blvd.
HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME Apopia, EL 32703
HIGHLACIE]E)EI\NASEMORY We Make It Personal® highlandfh.com
/
Welcome to Caffe Positanos,
\ il e cposk where food is our passion
PR e Our sauces are made fresh daily
G?t Your e The house salad dressing is made from scratch
E-edition today! e Only the finest ingredients are used
Read page by page.
Anywhere, Anytime, and on Any Device
In Print. Online. On the Go.
Your Local News. Your Way!
Staying connected is
easier than ever...
Complete Local News Coverage
S(?c%al&Political. Changes ﬁ , X - e . 3
fifestilf&li Local Events ," . 1
Business & Economic News M . ﬂ
Youth Sports & School News ” —_ .t —
e OSILANo
Classifieds
and so much more
ot Your E-edition Call us for take out orders!
The Apopka Chief 3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
i @ Theppapatist Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080
Ads@TheApopkaChief.com
www.TheApopkaChief.com 1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 « 407-531-1151
O OO Park Ave: Apopka.FL 32713 T Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com
Phone: 407-886-2777 » Fax: 407-889-4121 \ /
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Gas district pays tribute to late retired employee

By Dahlia Rochell
Special to the Chief

When Everett Holmes
first approached us about
employment in 2006, he
didn’t know much about
natural gas. He had experi-
ence in sales and as an ac-
count manager in other in-
dustries, but not gas.

When we interviewed
him, however, he told us
if we would just give him

the ground rules, he’d
get the job done. He also
added that he had some
knowledge of gas because
he had gas as a child in New
York.

Everett didn’t lack
confidence, and his per-
sonality, charisma and abil-
ity to communicate well
won him the job of the Dis-
trict’s marketing represen-
tative, with his first date of
employment being July 31,

2006.

We found out fairly
quickly that Everett meant
what he said. He was ea-
ger to learn and he certain-
ly did “get the job done!”
And that’s what he’s been
doing since 2006. He has
won accolades from both
his peers and industry as-
sociates for his ability to
connect and communicate
in such a positive man-
ner. He has worked hard to

learn the natural gas indus-
try from the ground up and
be able to talk to customers
and builders about the ad-
vantages of natural gas and
has been a strong advocate
for putting natural gas into
homes and businesses with-

, ’

Schroeder

Dental
Broup,

Katrina M. Shroeder, DMD

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Call NowForAnAppomtmeni 407-886-1611

1

1§ inour service area.

1

I After 10 years as a
: marketing specialist, Ever-
1

1

1

$20 Exam

Get-Acquainted Speciall
¢ Oral Exam D0150
* 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274
* Cancer Screening
a1 * Gum Disease Screening
Wygi for new pafients only. Not fo be combined with any other offer. 1

ett was promoted to senior

i
1
1
1
1
1
1
! specialist

and

marketing

his enthusiasm for the nat-
ural gas industry, once ig-
nited, remained strong. He
has been a force to be reck-
oned with as he dealt with
all who crossed his path
with his engaging personal-
ity and his passion for peo-
ple, his job, and, of course,
natural gas.

Now, however, effec-
tive September 30th, Ev-
erett has decided it’s time
to retire. We will sure miss
him, but he deserves a long,
happy and healthy retire-
ment and that’s exactly
what all Everett’s friends
at the District want him to
have. Thanks, Everett, for
gracing us with your pres-
ence the last 17 years!

Dahlia Rochell is the
director of human resourc-
es for Lake Apopka Natural
Gas District.

Everett Holmes was with the Lake Apopka Natural Gas
District for 17 years before retiring in September
2024. He died on December 18, 2024, at age 80.

|Ir0nsfer0b|e Please share with your family and fignds. Exp. 1]/31/25. |

New Patients Welcome!

MyApopkaDentist.net

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

twisallizjir/Zoom!

Got EVENTS?

PUBLICIZE THEM...

Use Our Online Forms:
www.theapopkachief.com
Call The Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777,
or email news@theapopkachief.com

MALTBY'’S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

+ Tree Trimming & Removal §
* Landscape Installation
+ Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

i %{ m.‘

FGCE’WOFH

' Community Church
SATURDAY SERVICES

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship ll :30 AM
1vestream°

ADVERTISE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

Email: ads@theapopkachief.com or
call 407-886-27717 to find out about
or Business Profile program. Or Visit

321-689-5866

JAMES MALTBY  Licensed

Owner & Insured

www.theapopkachief.com

Helping you is our business!

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION
CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE 1is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044,
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that John Ryan Adams has made an application
to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of property
generally located East of Plymouth Sorrento Road and North of W.
Ponkan Road. This application relates to the following described
property:

the

ORDINANCE NO. 3089

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY GLOBAL
INVESTMENTS VAULT LLC; GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF PLYMOUTH
SORRENTO ROAD AND NORTH OF W. PONKAN ROAD; COMPRISING 11.12
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY
CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Parcel Identification Number(s): 19-20-28-0000-00-006

Contains: 11.12 +/- acres

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 3089 will be
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February 5, 2025
beginning at 1:30 P.M and Wednesday, February 19, 2025 beginning at
7:00 PM or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearing to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at the
Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, 1f you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council

January 10, 2025 Community Development Department

Publish: The Apopka Chief 177798

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION
CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044,
the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development
Code, Article 1II, Section 2.5.1.A, that Nick Diangelis has
made an application to the City of Apopka City Council for
an ANNEXATION of property generally located on the Northwest
corner of N. Park Avenue and Burgust Street. This application
relates to the following described property:

ORDINANCE NO. 3090

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY NICHOLAS DIANGELIS
AND STEPHANIE DIANGELIS; LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF
N. PARK AVENUE AND BURGUST STREET; COMPRISING 0.66 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK,
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Parcel Identification Number (s): 04-21-28-2204-01-110

Contains: 0.66 +/- acres

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 3090
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka
City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,
February 5, 2025 beginning at 1:30 P.M and Wednesday, February
19, 2025 beginning at 7:00 PM or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearing to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect
to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and
may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to
participate in any of these proceedings should contact the
City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703,

Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the
proceeding.
January 10, 2025 Apopka City Council

Community Development Department

Publish: The Apopka Chief 177799




Obits

AYDELOTTE, ANGELA
“SUSAN?”, 79, of Apopka, passed
away on Saturday, December 28,
2024. Susan moved to Apopka
with her parents, Amos Alvin, Fan-
nie Mae (Branum) Drummond,
and sisters, Linda, Gayle and
Cathy. She is survived by: hus-
band, Fred Allen Aydelotte; chil-
dren, Scott (Jill) Aydelotte, and
Mark  (Jennifer) Aydelotte; sib-
lings, Linda Barr, Gayle Brewer,
and Cathy Fuhrman; 3 grandchil-
dren, and many nieces, nephews,
and their families.

EVERETT WESLEY
HOLMES JR., 80, of Orlando,
passed away on Wednesday, De-
cember 18, 2024. Everett was
born on March 7, 1944.

Call 407-886-2777
to find out about

our designed

Obituaries
and Memorials or
visit www. 3
The ¢
Apopka / O
Chief.com/ jui2
obituaries %
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Everett Wesley Holmes Jr.
MARCH 7, 1944 — DECEMBER 18, 2024

Everett Wesley Holmes Jr., age 80, of Orlando, Florida passed away on Wednesday, Dec-

ember 18, 2024.

A visitation for Everett will be held Saturday, January 11, 2025
from 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM at Woodlawn Memorial Park & Funeral
Home, 400 Woodlawn Cemetery Road, Gotha, FL 34734. A Celebra-
tion of Life Service will occur Saturday, January 11, 2025 from 12:00
PM to 2:00 PM, 400 Woodlawn Cemetery Road, Gotha, FL 34734. A
Graveside Service will occur Saturday, January 11, 2025 from 2:00
PM to 3:00 PM, 400 Woodlawn Cemetery Road, Gotha, FL 34734.

OMM

Repass to follow at \Woodlawn Funeral Home.

Everyone is asked to wear Everett's favorite colors: Navy Blue, )

Beige and Grey as we celebrate his life. DO NOT WEAR BLACK!

ITY

The Truth Will Set You

Free

LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES

That the truth will set
you free is a well-worn cliché,
but anyone who has ever
unburdened themselves of
some closely-guarded but
perhaps embarrassing secret
knows the truth of this.

Those who work in
criminal justice know that
while some people carry their
secrets to the grave, many more
are compelled to confess their
misdeeds. People in recovery
from drugs and alcohol, or any
addiction, know how liberating
it can be when they finally
admit that they are addicted
and that they need help.

There is usually a whole
host of other admissions that
come along with this, such as

admitting how we had wronged

the secrets which keep us
imprisoned and isolated from
our families and friends.
Working with recovering
substance abusers has taught
me that most substance abusers
live very lonely lives. Many say
that they have no close friends,
or very few, and they are often
alienated from family by their
habits. They have to be alone in
order to keep up their
addiction, and while it is
tempting to think this is
something that only alcoholics
or drug addicts are afflicted
with, we all have areas of our
lives which imprison us.
Reflect on the areas of
your life which are imprisoning
you and consider unburdening

yourself once and for all and

In the same way,
let your light shine
before others, that
they may see your

good deeds and
glorify your Father

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Add Your Church
To Our List. Call
(407) 886-2777

WOMEN'’S BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.
Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:

407-928-8617

407-886-3388

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS

FUNERAL HOME
232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

In the fear of the Lord is
strong confidence: and his
children shall have a place
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

o StateFarm-

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka
407-880-3167

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

“If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways; then will | hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and

will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

‘What is the shortest
verse in the Bible?

Maximize your marketing

dollars by FOCUSING your
advertising campaign on
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at
TheApopka
Chief.com

Wisdom is the principal
thing; Therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get
understanding. Proverbs 4:7

But those who wait on the Lord
Shall renew their strength; They
shall mount up with wings like
eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

others. Many of us have secrets  truly being free.
VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY which we simply cannot admit - Christopher Simon
LOO M lSFU N E RALH OM Es . COM to Others_or Sometimes, even
ourselves—and sadly, those are
Newspaper The Truth Wlll S et You In the same way,
readers are Free let your light Maximize your
ACTIVE (See message above.) N shine before marketlng
To the Jews who had others, that they dollars by
CONSUMERS! believed him, Jesus said, may see your FOCUSING your
As a rou t::ch-y,?; hold to my good deeds advertising
ing, you y my . "
the ghavg’ disciples. Then you will a and glorlfy your Campaign on a
y know the truth, and the Wam | Father in heaven. concentrated
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AME Baptist Church Holiness Church Faith Fellowship Church
St. Paul AME 407-886-7864 End Time Word Ministry 407-814-4996 407-741-3750
407-889-4464 Bible 407-369-0148 Everlasting Covenant Ministerios Getsemani
Apostolic Bear Lake Bible Chapel St. Elizabeth Church of Christian Center 407-310-8672
Apostolic Church of Jesus 407-563-3931 God by Faith 407-884-8598 Prince of Peace
407-886-2556 Biblical Science 407-886-6290 Faithworks Church Pentecostal Missionary
Assembly of God IDMR St. Matthew Holiness 302-293-1391 Church, Inc.
Apopka Assembly of God 321-948-3298 407-889-2274 Freedom Fellowship 407-889-9269
407-886-2806 Catholic Temple of Faith Church 407-299-6311 Pentecostals of Apopka
One Church St. Francis of Assisi 407-884-6960 Freedom Ministries 407-889-3802
Markham Woods 407-886-4602 Independent 407-886-6006 Way of Grace Ministries
407-774-0777 Charismatic Episcopal True Temple of God Grace Gospel Church 407-292-9998
Baptist Ascension Church, CEC 407-880-8181 321-438-4554 Presbyterian
Apopka First Baptist 407-880-9555 Interdenominational Grace Pointe Church First Presbyterian
407-886-2628 Christian New Vision 407-889-3383 of Apopka
First Antioch Missionary Christ Centered Community Church Graceworx 407-886-5943
Baptist Church Christian Church 407-886-3619 Community Church St. Andrews Presbyterian
407-963-5398 321-331-0036 Northwest Community 321-228-4599 Church
First Baptist Church of Journey Christian Church Church Happy Hill Ministries 407-293-6802
Mount Dora 407-884-7223 407-578-2088 407-889-0583 Reformed Church in America
352-385-2222 Real Life Christian One Accord Christian Holy Tabernacle Church Rolling Hills
First Baptist Church of Church Fellowship Church 407-928-8617 Community Church
Sanlando Springs 352-735-LOVE 407-523-3002 Hosanna To The Highest 407-886-7664
407-788-6801 Christian Science Jewish Ministries Seventh-day Adventists
First Baptist Sorrento Christian Science Church Congregation Beth Am 407-491-4266 Apopka Seventh-day
352-383-2241 407-389-4200 407-862-3505 Inspire Adventist
First Baptist Church of Church of Christ Congregation of Reform 407-415-6218 407-889-2812
Sweetwater Apopka Church of Christ Judaism Ministries of Good Life Florida Living SDA
407-862-3893 now with Plymouth* 407-645-0444 407-703-7464 Church
First Baptist Church Central Church of Christ Lutheran New Life Praise 407-284-7472
of Tangerine 407-869-1419 St. Paul Lutheran Worship Center Forest Lake
352-383-7920 Plymouth (and Apopka) 407-889-2634 407-880-3421 407-869-0630
First Baptist Church Church of Christ* Methodist New Beginning Franco-Haitian
of Zellwood 407-886-1466 First United Methodist Worship Center 407-296-4368
407-889-0509 Church of Christ 407-886-3421 352-455-9173 Genesis Spanish
Forest Avenue Baptist of West Orange Bear Lake United Methodist New Life Word of Faith 509-264-4873
Church 407-656-2770 407-862-1531 321-460-8205 Maranatha
407-886-4374 Tri-City Church of Christ Zellwood United Methodist Orlando Church of Seventh-day Adventist
Fountain of Life 407-920-1757 407-889-4426 Christ 407-290-1800
Baptist Church 10th Street Church of Christ ~ Moravian 407-823-7370 Mount Olive
of Apopka, Inc. 407-884-4835 Rolling Hills Philemon Ministries 407-886-0430
407-814-8322 Church of God Moravian Church 407-718-7179 Orlando Fi]ipil’lo
Gospel Centered Church Church of God of Zellwood 407-332-8380 Rejoice in the Lord Seventh-day Adventist
800-924-6850 407-886-3074 Nazarene Ministries 407-292-9210
Hope Baptist Church Grace Street Church of God Calvary Church of 407-814-7643 Orlando Vietiamese
407-886-6980 407-298-9188 the Nazarene Remnant Christian Center Seventh-day Adventist
Lockhart Baptist Church Healing Waters Church 407-889-2148 407-703-7346 407-339-4974
407-295-1133 of God Apopka Springhill Renewal Church Patmos Chapel SDA
Northside Baptist Church 407-886-3780 Church of the Nazarene 407-410-5378 321-870-8583
407-884-4443 Park Avenue Worship 407-884-8322 Servants of God Ministries Pine Hills
One Way Christian Church Center Non-Denominational 407-814-8255 407-291-4816
www.onewaychristian 407-886-2696 Anointed Word Family Sorrento Christian Center Plymouth-Sorrento
church.com Sorrento Church of God Worship Center 352-735-4447 407-884-0595
The Church at Oak Level 352-735-4245 407-886-4989 Spirit of Life Templo Biblico
407-656-1523 Church of Jesus Christ Casa De Oracién Christian Church Templo Asamblea Biblica
Pleasant View Baptist of Latter Day Saints Internacional 407-886-4570 Lake Howell Branch
Church Apopka Ward 321-239-7680 Tangerine Chapel
407-886-6717 407-880-9877 Center of Faith Church Community Church 407-814-4465
Riverside Baptist Church ~ Episcopal for All People 352-383-4173 Unity
407-295-3850 Church of the Holy Spirit 407-464-9375 The Shabach Church Unity Church of
Springs Community 407-886-1740 Church on the Edge 407-445-1230 Christianity
Baptist Church Faith and Word 407-869-1133 True Words of God 407-295-9181
407-889-2240 Word of Life City of Destiny (The) Tabernacle of Meeting Ukrainian
St. Luke’s Full Gospel 407-886-7427 407-884-6322 407-227-8829 St. Mary’s (Protectress)
Baptist Church Full Gospel Compass Community Victory Church World Ukrainian
352-735-9199 Millenium of Glory Church Outreach Center 386-848-9888
Trinity Baptist Church 407-814-0041 407-880-6110 407-889-7288
407-886-2966 New Covenant Dayspring C()mmunity Pentecostal
Wekiwa Springs Perfecting Ministries Church in the Son

407-880-8898

407-246-0001

When you
advertise
in this section,
you get the best
of both worlds:
low-cost ads AND
targeted
advertising!

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion;
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to

petition the government for redress of their grievances.

www. TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777
Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.
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Authorities struggle in tracking homeless sex offenders

By Steve Wilson
The Center Square

Keeping track of home-
less sex offenders is becoming a
tougher task for law enforcement
officials, says a report by the Flor-
ida Legislature’s research arm.

The report by the Office of
Program Policy Analysis and
Government Accountability says
7 percent of registered sexual of-
fenders and 12 percent of sexual
predators list a transient address,
meaning they’re likely homeless.
These offenders are located in 49
of the state’s 67 counties.

The Florida Department of
Law Enforcement’s sex offender

registry lists more than 86,000 of-
fenders and predators. More than
30,000 on the sex offender regis-
try reside in Florida communities
while 63 percent are either con-
fined or do not live in the state.

Under state law, sex offend-
ers convicted of a crime against
a victim less than age 16 are
banned from living within 1,000
feet of any school, child care fa-
cility, park or playground and re-
quired to check in with local au-
thorities periodically.

Local governments can also
institute increased prohibitions,
with 196 local sex offender ordi-
nances. Most of those are in cities
(129, or 31 percent of municipal-

ities), but 48 percent of counties
(32) have at least one of these or-
dinances.

These can include 2,500-foot
prohibitions from offenders liv-
ing near any place where children
can gather. Five counties have or-
dinances governing sex offenders
and their use of emergency shel-
ters.

According to the report, sev-
eral sheriffs’ offices stated that
contacting homeless offenders
was difficult because they fre-
quently moved.

Transient offenders are re-
quired to check in every 30 days
with the county sheriffs’ offices,
a law passed by the Legislature

in 2014. Not doing so can get the
offender charged with a third-de-
gree felony.

One reason cited by the re-
port from county sheriffs’ offic-
es is that residence restrictions by
local governments play a role in
sex offender homelessness.

Broward and Miami-Dade
counties have the highest rates of
homeless sex offenders and pred-
ators with 34 percent and 31 per-
cent, respectively.

The report says arrests for
offender registration violations
have increased by 38 percent over
the past 10 years — from 1,612 ar-
rests in 2014 to 2,200 in 2023
— but conviction numbers haven’t

increased. The conviction rate
was 60 percent in 2014 and 45
percent in 2022.

The report says the “decline
in conviction rate is reflective of
the overall decline in prosecution
rates for registration violation of-
fenses.”

According to the report, Flor-
ida is one of 18 states substantial-
ly compliant with federal sex of-
fender registry requirements.

Since 2021, 2,500 offenders
have been removed from the sex
offender registry, which is per-
missible under state law under
certain circumstances. Most of
those removed from the registry
were dead.

Orange County plans for the future with Vision 2050

hood?

As Orange County pre-
pares for the next 30 years,
it must change the way it
manages growth. This strat-
egy for the future is laid out
in the County’s new long-
term comprehensive plan
called Vision 2050. Vision
2050 aims to build a better
Orange County by focusing
on five key P’s:

*Preserve established
neighborhoods

*Protect natural places
and rural spaces

*Promote walkability

*Prioritize affordable
housing

*Practice smart, sus-

tainable and responsible
growth

Stuck in the 1950s?

Since the 1950s, Or-
ange County has managed
development based on how
land is used. This outdat-
ed practice kept things like
homes, shops, offices, and
restaurants separate from
each other. It’s why we
have such sprawling com-
munities, and why it feels
like you can’t do anything
without a car! Hello, traf-
fic jams.

For Vision 2050 to be
successful, the county must

change its antiquated zon-
ing rules to something a
little more modern. These
new development rules are
called Orange Code. Or-
ange Code is focusing more
on the look, shape and ar-
chitecture of buildings in-
stead of how the buildings
are used. This will cre-
ate more walkable desti-
nations where people can
live, work, play and learn.
Think of Vision 2050 as the
end destination and Orange
Code as the road map to get
us there.

What about my neighbor-

A key element of Vi-
sion 2050 is to direct
growth to the right places.
That means preserving es-
tablished suburban neigh-
borhoods, rural places
and natural spaces. It also
means steering most new
development to the urban
sector, which is where 44
percent of the future pop-
ulation growth in Orange
County is expected to go.
These “targeted sectors” in-
clude high population cen-
ters in unincorporated Or-
ange County, such as areas
around the I-Drive tourism

corridor, near UCF, along
Semoran Boulevard and
near downtown Orlando.

What about other areas?

The Vision 2050 de-
velopment framework in-
cludes a sector map that
identifies six distinct ar-
eas defined by their exist-
ing characteristics and de-
velopment potential. These
sectors address new de-
velopment, where devel-
opment should be limit-
ed, and areas that should
be protected or preserved.
A guiding principle in the
Vision 2050 plan is to pro-

tect and strengthen existing
neighborhoods while creat-
ing healthy and sustainable
new communities.

When will this be voted
on?

Vision 2050 is tenta-
tively scheduled to go be-
fore the Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners for final
adoption consideration in
the spring of 2025.

Visit shorturl.at/8pZgJ
to learn more about the Vi-
sion 2050 — Orange Coun-
ty’s Comprehensive Plan.

2024: Four candidates competed for two City Council seats

Continued from page 1A

Department of Parks and Recre-
ation, Mayor Bryan Nelson and
city officials commemorate the
planting of a live oak —a tree na-
tive to Florida — on Friday, Janu-
ary 19, at Alonzo Williams Park/
Billie Dean Community Center
on M A Board Street.

February

The four City Council candi-
dates discussed a wide scope of
community topics including the
homelessness crisis in the area,
elected officials having to report
assets worth more than $1,000,
and the city-owned Camp Wewa
at the Apopka City Council Can-
didate Forum for Seats 3 and 4.
... A memorial service was held
for the late former Apopka City
Commissioner Alonzo Williams
Jr., who died on January 9 at age
85 in Albany, Ga., at the Apopka
Community Center/VFW Build-
ing, on Saturday, January 27. ...
At the first meeting of the year,
the Next Step Foundation remind-
ed attendees that it’s still seek-
ing land to build the Apopka Re-
source Center (ARC) to assist the
homeless in getting back on their
feet, as well as discussing legis-
lation passing through the Flori-
da Legislature that would create
green spaces for the unsheltered
to stay by permit.

Apopka Police Officer Em-
manuel Sosa introduced his de-
partment’s special needs regis-
try, created to alert emergency re-
sponders of a person with autism
or other special needs in a home
or vehicle, at the Wednesday,
February 7, City Council meet-
ing. ... U.S. District Judge Wen-
dy W. Berger has sentenced Jer-
emy Middleton, 25, of Apopka to
three years and 10 months in fed-
eral prison for possession of sto-
len firearms. The court also or-
dered Middleton to forfeit the 13
stolen firearms he had in his pos-
session. ... The HUD Jackson-
ville Florida Office of Field and
Policy Management collaborated
with several state, city and coun-
ty agencies to present the sum-
mit on Thursday, February 1, at
the Apopka Community Center/
VFW Building on South Cen-
tral Avenue. The summit’s pur-

pose was to educate Central Flor-
ida community service agencies,
caseworkers and support agen-
cies on services available for sur-
viving families and victims of vi-
olence, which includes domes-
tic violence, human trafficking,
sexual assault and stalking. ...
Clay Springs Elementary School
held its food drive celebrating its
100th day of school by collecting
food and toiletry items for Loaves
& Fishes.

City officials and hospi-
tal representatives had a ground-
breaking for Acadia Orlando
Health at 1452 S. Orange Blos-
som Trail., Apopka, on Thursday,
February 15. Representatives for
the hospital estimated that the fa-
cility may bring the city an esti-
mated $21 million annual eco-
nomic impact and about 220 full-
time jobs. ... Bringing enough
food to feed about 200 people
on Thursday, January 25, the
Gary Sinise Foundation served
lunch to Apopka first responders
at the Apopka Community Cen-
ter/VFW Building. ... The Apop-
ka Planning Commission and the
Apopka City Council conducted
a joint workshop to discuss sug-
gested edits for the Kelly Park
Interchange form based code as
it affects the 215-acre mixed use
development Wyld Oaks, which
is located at the 429 Beltway
and West Kelly Park Road Inter-
change in Apopka. ... This Sat-
urday, February 17, Austin Du-
ran’s family, friends and fellow
firefighters will climb 25 stories
of City National Bank Tower as
a tribute to his legacy. They will
be participating in the American
Lung Association’s Fight For Air
Climb Orlando, which raises crit-
ical funds for local programming,
research and advocacy initiatives.
... In celebration of Valentine’s
Day, the Apopka Progressive Se-
nior Citizens Club held its Valen-
tine’s Day party on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 13, at the John H. Bridges
Community Center, 445 W. 13th
St., Apopka.

The Apopka City Council
voted 4-1 on approving a multi-
use development planned for Sta-
tion Street in downtown Apopka
— known as the Apopka Station
Street Project — and to proceed
with its development agreement

at the Wednesday, February 21,
meeting. ... With humble hearts,
leadership at Florida A&M Uni-
versity (FAMU) College of Law
graciously accepted the desk used
by the late defense attorney Alex-
ander Akerman, Jr., who fought
against racism, prejudice, and
hatred in the 1940s and 1950s.
The historic desk is a gift from
the Apopka Historical Society.
... Foliage Sertoma Club Presi-
dent Lorena Potter presented a
check to the educational founda-
tion Two Peas in a Pod at the club
luncheon on Tuesday, February
20, to founders John Cloran and
Commissioner Alexander Smith.
... The Northwest Orange Repub-
lican Women Federated hosted a
forum for the Apopka City Coun-
cil candidates on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 15, at The Hilton Garden
Inn, Apopka City Center.

March

The city of Apopka honored
29 legends — one individual for
each day of this month — who
have left a legacy in the commu-
nity for the city’s second annual
Black History Month book proj-
ect and event celebrating the leg-
ends. ... The Apopka Progressive
Senior Citizens Club celebrated
Black History Month on Tues-
day, February 27, at the John H.
Bridges Community Center, 445
W. 13th St., Apopka. The cele-
bration included lunch, a musi-
cal performance by club mem-
bers, and vendors. Club mem-
bers wore traditional African gar-
ments to the event. ... The Lake
Apopka Wildlife Drive is sched-
uled to reopen on Friday, March
1. This follows the drive’s tem-
porary closure on Saturday and
Sunday, February 24 and 25, due
to wet conditions and forecasted
rain on the night of Friday, Feb-
ruary 23. ... Last weekend, hun-
dreds of people helped celebrate
the completion of the Wekiva
Parkway — and Central Florida’s
beltway — at a community festival
organized by the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation.

Early voting for Apopka City
Council Seats 3 and 4 began on
Monday, March 4, and will end
on March 17, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. ...
The city of Apopka is collabo-
rating with several partners to

implement a measles vaccina-
tion initiative in the Apopka area,
where vaccination events will
take place this week and the next.
... On Tuesday, March 5, the Or-
ange County’s Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners approved $3
million of local Housing Trust
Fund and federal American Res-
cue Plan Act funding to assist
the 195-unit planned Southwick
Commons, an affordable housing
development planned for down-
town Apopka at the Apopka City
Center. ... The second-grade stu-
dents at Trinity Christian School
had a contest between girls and
boys to see who could bring in
the most items to Loaves & Fish-
es; girls had macaroni and cheese,
and boys had deodorant. The girls
won by a close margin. They de-
livered all the items to the Loaves
& Fishes facility on Thursday,
February 22. They also present-
ed Loaves & Fishes with a check
for $1,242.35. ... Daylight saving
time will begin on Sunday, March
10, at 2 a.m. local time, when
clocks will spring forward by one
hour. ... Apopka has a rich history
of business and civic leaders who
commit to community service
at a young age and are still go-
ing strong after 50 years or more.
William J. (Bill) Arrowsmith who
retired after 50 years as an Apop-
ka banker Friday, March 1, is the
most recent example.

The tradition of capturing
Apopka’s cultural essence via the
Apopka Fair and for a special 96
hours began Thursday, March 7.
Held at Kit Land Nelson Park ev-
ery year, the fair is organized by
the Rotary Club of Apopka and
with the city of Apopka’s support.
... The city’s first responders and
Austin Duran’s family gathered
along with community members
to dedicate a street sign to the
fallen city firefighter/emergency
medical technician on the morn-
ing of Saturday, March 9, at the
northeast corner of South Park
Avenue and Fifth Street. ... The
Historic Ethel Trail was official-
ly launched with a ribbon cutting
on Saturday, March 9, coinciding
with the East Lake Historical So-
ciety’s 10th annual Heritage Fes-
tival that was held at Rock Springs
Run State Reserve in Sorrento. ...
The Central Florida Council of

the Boy Scouts of America hon-
ored Apopka Vice Mayor/Com-
missioner Kyle Becker and the
Lake Apopka Natural Gas Dis-
trict at the Golden Eagle Din-
ner on Tuesday, March 12, at the
Apopka City Center’s Highland
Manor.

The Apopka City Council
authorized 5-0 a ground lease
with the Orange Audubon Society
to convert a Lake Apopka North
Shore property into an approxi-
mately 70-acre nature based ed-
ucation facility called the Apop-
ka Birding Park. ... In the Tues-
day, March 19, city election, Na-
dia Anderson won Apopka City
Council Seat 3 race, while incum-
bent Nick Nesta won re-election
of Seat 4. ... The city of Apop-
ka and Quality Vaults and Monu-
ments, based in Ocoee, installed
two columbariums at the Edge-
wood-Greenwood Cemetery on
Monday, March 11, as part of
the city’s cemetery expansion. ...
Apopka police are searching for
information or anyone associat-
ed with a vehicle connected to the
March 9 shooting that happened
in the Myrtle Street/Lake Avenue
area of Apopka, which injured a
33-year-old man.

Due to AdventHealth Apop-
ka’s expansion that includes add-
ing more parking spaces on their
campus, the neighboring tempo-
rary Fire Station 6 is moving to its
new location on Harmon Road.
... The Lake Apopka Natural Gas
District (LANGD) will present to
its three parent cities an ordinance
introducing an energy choice ini-
tiative that would give homeown-
ers the freedom to select which
energy source is best for their
budget and lifestyle. ... The city
of Apopka continues to update its
comprehensive plan’s transporta-
tion element, which contains pol-
icies for creating and maintain-
ing the community’s multi-mod-
al transportation network, so the
Planning Commission and City
Council would eventually ap-
prove it. ... On Thursday, March
21, Homes in Partnership, Inc.
broke ground on the development
of 29 single-family homes to be
priced in the mid-$200,000s in
the second phase of its affordable
Holly Creek community in Zell-
wood.

Need to send or
receive a FAX?

—

Use our fax:

407-889-4121"

*There is a small fee for this service.

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455
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Make Mississippi Mud Cake from scratch, or use brownie mix

SouthernLiv-
ing.com says, “A
pork butt is the ul-
timate multi-task-
ing meal. A 4- to
5-pound pork butt
can feed a doz-
en folks at once
or a family of four
for a few meals. And the great thing about
this one? You don’t need a special smoker
or grill. Your oven will do the work. It takes
its inspiration from low-and-slow barbecue
cooking, but instead it's cooked in the oven
until it’s fork-tender. A delicious sweet-and-
smoky barbecue rub made of brown sugar,
smoked paprika, and other spices imbues
the meat with flavor as it cooks, and gives it
a delectable, sticky-sweet crust. Your kitch-
en will smell amazing as the meat roasts all
afternoon in the oven.”

Here is a recipe for sweet potatoes
that you will quite possibly want to add to
your family’s repertoire of favorite dishes.
It comes from Goodhousekeeping’s food
and recipes department. It’s called Rose-
mary-Pecan Mashed Sweet Potatoes. The
GH writer says, “Mashed potatoes are tasty
and all, but mashed sweet potatoes? That’s
my carb go-to, every time! Add a little rose-
mary and sprinkle the whole shebang with
roasted pecans, and watch your guests
scrape the bowl clean!”

We found a Spinach Souffle recipe in
our treasured copy of “What’s Cookin’ in
Apopka?” that was published by The Ap-
opka Woman’s Club... we aren'’t sure just
when, but it was way back yonder! It has
some wonderful recipes that were contrib-
uted by the fine ladies of the club, many of
whom are no longer with us, but fondly re-
membered. ]

From the book titled The Southern
Slow Cooker, we have Frito Pie with Chi-
li con Carne. The author, Kendra Morris,
says, “It's hard to go wrong when you com-
bine homemade chili, onions, and cheddar
cheese with addictively crunchy Fritos corn
chips.” She goes on to say, “One theory ar-
gues that the first Frito pie was created by
Frito-Lay founder EImer Doolin’s mother in
Texas, but New Mexico also stakes claim to
the first Frito and bean combo as originat-
ing from a lunch counter in Santa Fe.”

Mississippi  Mud Cake. Ummm,
ummm. We have Southern Living’s recipe
for this renowned delicacy from Southern
Living All-Time Favorites.

SOUTHERN LIVING’S
OVEN-ROASTED PORK BUTT
Recipe from SOUTHERNLIVING.COM

4 teaspoons seasoned salt

JANUARY 2025

2 teaspoons dark brown sugar
1-1/2 teaspoon granulated sugar
1-1/2 teaspoon paprika
1/4 teaspoon garlic powder
1/4 teaspoon pepper
1/8 teaspoon dry mustard
1/8 teaspoon ground cumin
0.0625 teaspoon ground ginger

(no kidding! Or about 1/16th of a

teaspoon, or a teensy bit!)
1 4- to 5-pound bone-in

Boston butt pork roast

1) Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahr-

enheit. Stir together salt, brown sugar,
granulated sugar, paprika, garlic powder,
pepper, dry mustard, cumin, and ginger in
a medium bowl. 2) Trim one (4- to 5-pound)
Boston butt pork roast. Pat dry. 3) Sprinkle
with seasoning mixture. Let stand at room
temperature 30 minutes. 4) Place pork in
an aluminum foil-lined (12 x 9-inch) pan.
Bake 4 to 4-1/2 hours or until a meat ther-
mometer inserted into thickest portion reg-
isters 195 degrees Fahrenheit. Let stand
15 minutes. Shred pork with two forks.

ROSEMARY-PECAN
MASHED SWEET POTATOES
Recipe from Goodhousekeeping.com
3 pounds small sweet potatoes
1-1/2 cups pecans, broken into pieces
2 tablespoons olive oil
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1/8 teaspoon cayenne
3 teaspoons roughly chopped fresh
rosemary

3 tablespoons pure maple syrup
Kosher salt

1) Heat oven to 425 degrees Fahr-
enheit. Prick sweet potatoes with fork and
place on plate. Microwave on high for 6
minutes. Turn each potato over and cook
until soft, 6 minutes more. Let stand until
cool enough to handle. 2) Meanwhile, on
rimmed baking sheet, toss pecans with
oil, then Parmesan, cayenne, 2 teaspoons
rosemary, and 1/2 teaspoon salt. Roast un-
til fragrant, about 3 minutes. Toss with re-
maining teaspoon of rosemary. 3) Peel
potatoes and mash with maple syrup and
1/2 teaspoon salt until smooth. Transfer to
serving dish and top with pecans.
NOTE: Make-ahead tip: This dish can be
refrigerated for up to two days in advance.
To serve, microwave potatoes just until
heated through. Warm pecans in 400-de-
gree F oven. Transfer potatoes to serving
dish and top with pecans.

MRS. L. B. JOHNSON’S
SPINACH SOUFFLE
WHAT'S COOKIN’? IN

APOPKA, FLORIDA

THE APOPKA WOMAN’S CLUB

Butter for sauté plus 2 tablespoons
for sauce

2 tablespoons flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon pepper
3 eggs, separated
1 cup rich milk or light cream
1 cup chopped cooked spinach
1/2 cup thick white sauce
1/4 cup chopped onions
1/2 cup grated cheese

Sauté onions in small amount of but-
ter. Make sauce of 2 tablespoons of butter,
2 tablespoons flour, 1 cup of milk — rich milk
or light cream, 1/2 teaspoon of salt, and
1/8 teaspoon pepper. Beat yolks until thick
and lemon colored. Stir into white sauce
and add spinach and cheese. Fold in stiff-
ly beaten egg whites and turn into greased
casserole. Set in pan of hot water and bake
in moderate oven 350 degrees about 50
minutes. Serve at once.

FRITO PIE WITH CHILI CON CARNE
Recipe from
The Southern Slow Cooker by
Kendra Bailey Morris
1 teaspoon bacon grease or
vegetable oil
2 pounds extra-lean ground beef
4 cloves garlic, minced
3 tablespoons chili powder
1-1/2 teaspoons cumin
1 teaspoon dried oregano,
preferably Mexican
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon sugar
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper (optional)
2 (8-ounce) cans tomato sauce
1 (10-ounce) can diced tomatoes with
green chiles (such as Rotel brand)
with its juice
2 (14-ounce) cans kidney beans,
rinsed and drained
For serving:
8 ounces sharp cheddar cheese, grated
1/2 cup minced sweet onion
Sliced pickled jalapenos
Sour cream
Large (14-ounce) bag Fritos brand corn
chips, or 8 (1- or 2-ounce) individual
serving-size bags
1) Spray the inside of the slow cooker
with cooking spray. 2) Heat a large skillet
or cast-iron pan on the stovetop over me-
dium-high heat and add the bacon grease.
Crumble in the ground beef and cook until
the meat is no longer pink, about 5 minutes.
Add the garlic and cook for another minute.

3) Pour the beef mixture into the slow cook-
er and add the tomato sauce, tomatoes and
chiles, and kidney beans. Stir well. Cover
and cook on low for at least 8 hours and up
to 9 hours. 4) To serve, spread the chips
in a 9 by 13-inch casserole dish or divide
among eight smaller bowls. Pour in the chi-
li, then top with the cheddar cheese, sweet
onion, jalapenos, and sour cream and
serve. Alternatively, cut open eight individu-
al serving size bags of chips, divide the chili
and toppings evenly among the bags, and
eat straight from the bags with a fork!

MISSISSIPPI MUD CAKE
Recipe from Southern Living
All-Time Favorites

1 cup butter, melted

2 cups sugar

1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa

4 large eggs, lightly beaten

1 teaspoon vanilla extract

1/8 teaspoon salt

1-1/2 cups all-purpose flour

1-1/2 cups coarsely chopped pecans,
toasted

1 (10.5 ounce) bag miniature
marshmallows

Chocolate Frosting

1) Whisk together melted butter and
next 5 ingredients in a large bowl. Stir in
flour and chopped pecans. Pour batter into
a greased and floured 15- x 10-inch jelly-
roll pan. 2) Bake at 350 degrees for 20-
25 minutes or until a wooden pick inserted
into center comes out clean. Remove from
oven; top warm cake evenly with marsh-
mallows. Return to oven, and bake 5 more
minutes. 3) Drizzle Chocolate Frosting over
warm cake. Cool completely. Makes 15
servings.

Note: Substitute 2 (19.5-ounce) pack-
ages brownie mix, prepared according to
package directions, for first 7 ingredients,
if desired. Stir in chopped pecans. Bake at
350 degrees for 30 minutes. Proceed with
marshmallows and frosting as directed.

CHOCOLATE FROSTING
Recipe from Southern Living
All-Time Favorites
1 (16-ounce) package powdered sugar
1/2 cup milk
1/4 cup butter, softened
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa
1) Beat all ingredients at medium

speed with an electric mixer until smooth.
Makes 2 cups.

View Kitchen Kapers by Nancy

online at
www.theapopkachief.com/recipes
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SCHOOL BEGAN AUGUST

mation, call 407-884-4311

the Museum of Apopkans, 122 E.

day weigh-in begins at 9:00 a.m. —

info., call City Clerk 407-703-1704.

THE APOPKA ELKS LODGE 2422

12 - Traffic patterns will change.
Stormy weather comes and goes!
Be careful with your umbrellas.
And always watch out for those
school childrden ... and ducks.
DON'T TEXT WHILE DRIVING -
Please! YOU WILL PAY A FINE.

Children must be five years old
on or before September 1 to start
kindergarten. To enter first grade,
a child must be six years old on or
before September 1 and must have
successfully completed kindergar-
ten (Florida Statute 1003.21). Im-
munizations must be current.

UNLESS CHANGED: School Start
Times for Elementary School &
K-8: 8;45 a.m., Middle School:
9:30 a.m., High school: 7:20 a.m.

City of Apopka’s Northwest Recre-
ation Complex, 3710 Jason Dwell-
ey Parkway, Apopka 32712, 407-
703-1784. On any given weekend,
you can see many, many families
in attendance at the beautiful com-
plex setting participating in various
organized sport programs,

Amenities at the complex in-
clude: Soccer Fields, Softball
Fields, Baseball Fields, Multi-
Purpose Fields, Sand Volleyball
Courts, Outdoor Basketball Courts,
Tennis Courts, Walking Trail, Am-
phitheater, Playground, Conces-
sion Stands.

11-mile wildlife drive (complete
with directional signs) (opened in
2015) on Lake Apopka shores, by
entering from Lust Road off Binion
Road, about a mile south of Camp
Wewa in the Plymouth area, for
one-way drive, 10 miles per hour,
with  possible  wildlife ~ spotting
stops. DO NOT FEED THE GA-
TORS - IT MAY CAUSE CLOSING
OF THE TRAIL If you are stopping,
drive will take more than 1 hour.
Drive runs by canals used in muck-
farming days. The one-way drive
exits on Jones Road in Zellwood.
You will see a freshwater marsh
system and wildlife dependent on
that type of system. The drive is
open on Fridays, Saturdays and
Sundays and federal holidays and
is controlled by the county. Open
during daylight hours only (one
hour after sunrise and one hour
before sunset). Official sunrise and
sunset hours can be found online.
The road is closed on other days
due to ongoing restoration work.
The trail is 11 miles long.

WEKIWA SPRINGS STATE PARK
is a 7,000-acre Florida State Park
in Apopka, Florida. It is located 20
minutes north of Orlando, off Inter-
state 4 at exit 94, near Altamonte
Springs and Longwood. The park
also contains the head water of
the Wekiva River. Address: 1800
Wekiwa Circle, Apopka 32712,
open from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. For infor-

FRAN CARLTON CENTER
for seniors - senior activities at
Fran Carlton Center.
CALL 407-703-1642
FOR INFORMATION.

CHECK CLASSES
BEFORE GOING

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, FRI-
DAYS at 9:00 a.m. at 11 N. Forest
Ave., at the Fran Carlton Center..
Call 407-703-1642 for information.

CENTRAL FL CHRISTIAN CHAM-
BER OF COMMERCE, 1806 S
Bay St., Eustis, has Fellowship
Friday meetings. For complete
details of all chamber events, visit
cfchristianchamber.com/events-
chamber.Contact:  latrondra@cf-
christianchamber.com

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11

VFW POST 10147 continues to
have its fund raising breakfast on
the third Saturday each month.
Next one is Jan. 18, 2025 from
8-10 am. at 519 S. Central Av-
enue. Cost is only $7.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Satur-
day, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 122 E. FIFTH
STREET, APOPKA. Managed by
Apopka Historical Society. Call
407-703-1624 for info.

AVIAN RECONDITIONING CEN-
TER, for birds of prey, 323 Lester
Rd., Apopka, hours: 9:30-1:30
p.m., The center is open on Sat-
urdays to the public, weather
permitting. Call 407-461-1056 for
information.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12
MONDAY, JANUARY 13

FITNESS CLASS, MONDAYS
9-10 a.m. 11 N. Forest Ave at Fran
Carlton Center. Pre-register. Call
407-703-1642 for info.

CRAFTS & CHATTER: 9:30-12
noon. Fran Carlton Center, 11 N
Forest Ave. Masks not required.
Pre-register. Call 407-703-1642 for
info.

OVEREATERS =~ ANONYMOUS
meets Mondays at 6:30 p.m., Epis-
copal Church of the Holy Spirit, 601
S. Highland Avenue. If you have a
problem with food — overeating,
anorexia, bulimia — there is a solu-
tion for you. For more information,
visit OA.org or call Carrie 781-867-
1071.

TOASTMASTERS: Apopka Foli-
age Toastmasters #840, meets
Wednesdays promptly at 7 p.m.-
8:30 p.m., in person and zoom at

5th St., Apopka, 32703. Call 407-
765-2629 for information.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14

THE SERTOMA CLUB meets the
first and third Tuesday of each
month, beginning at 11:30-noon,
at Beef ‘O’ Brady’s in The Back
Room, 1410 Rock Springs Rd.,
Apopka. Interested communitiy
members are encouraged to at-
tend and get acquainted. Meetings
have resumed on first and third
Tuesdays. Masks are encouraged.

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave. at Fran
Carlton Center. Masks no longer
required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info

ART CLASS. 9:30-12 noon. Fran
Carlton Center, 11 N Forest Ave.
Masks required. Temperature
taken. Pre-register. Call 407-703-
1642 for info

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15

The Altamonte Springs / Apopka
VFW POST 10147. is NOW OPEN
Wednesday and Saturday Morn-
ings from (TIME CHANGE) 8:00 to
10:00 a.m. for coffee and dough-
nuts. (other hours by appointment
only). 3rd Saturday of the month
is VFW’s fundraising breakfast,
Also, evenings of Tribute music
are planned. Call 407-889-8266,
or email info@vfwpost10147.com
for information. The VFW Auxiliary
has been formed and is active as
well. Don't forget to visit its excel-
lent Military Museum.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the Fran
Carlton Center. Masks no longer
required. Pre-register. Call 407-
703-1642 for info..

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 10-11
a.m., Billie Dean Community Cen-
ter, 225 M.A. Board St., . Masks
are no longer required/ Pre-regis-
ter. Call 407-703-1642 for info

CITY OF APOPKA DRC (Develop-
ment Review Committee) meets
every Wednesday at 9 a.m.-10
a.m. (or as long as necessary)
at City Hall, 120 E. Main Street,
Apopka. Check for the online ver-
sion.

BRIDGE CLASS. 10:15a.m.-1 p.m.
(approximately) at Fran Carlton
Center, 11 N Forest Ave. Masks
are no longer required. Call 407-
703-1642 for info.

TOPS CHAPTER #646. (Take Off
Pounds Sensibly), TOPS, a non-
profit organization, will help you
reach a weight goal with support
from friendly, caring members, ed-
ucation, and rewards. Each Thurs-

meeting ends at 10:15 a.m.. Come
to its NEW location 220 W. Horatio
Avenue, Maitland, FL 32751 to
meet with others who have a like-
minded goal to lose weight. No
products, no specific diet to follow,
no meds. Call 407-580-0897 for
more information.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Open
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays, 12 noon-5 p.m. and Sat-
urday 9 a.m.-1 p.m., 122 E Fifth St.
407-703-1642 for info.

EARLY BIRD BINGO at Bahia
Shrine Center, 3101 E. Semoran
Blvd.. Doors open at 5 p.m., and
the early bird game starts at 6 p.m.
For more information, call 407-660-
8811.

TOASTMASTERS: still meeting
every WEDNESDAY, 7:00 p.m. -
8:30 p.m., by zoom. For more infor-
mation, call 407-765-2629 or visit
www.Apopkatoastmasters.com.

.THURSDAY, JANUARY 16

SENIOR CHAIR EXERCISE, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the
Fran Carlton Center. Masks are no
longer required. Pre-register. Call
407-703-1642 for info.

ROTARY CLUB OF APOPKA - For
information, call 407-415-6588.
Call for updated information on
meetings and location.

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, Open
from noon to 5 p.m. on Wednes-
days, Thursdays, Fridays, and Sat-
urdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 120 E
Fifth St. Call 407-703-1624 for info.

ZUMBA FITNESS CLASS, 9-10
a.m., 11 N. Forest Ave., at the
Fran Carlton Center. Masks are no
longer required. Pre-register. Call
407-703-1642 for info.

UPCOMING EVENTS

16th Annual Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Parade,. Monday, Janu-
ary 20, at 2 p.m. beginning at 519
S. Central Ave., ending at John H.
Bridges Center

ONGOING EVENTS

Florida Railroad Museum, 101 S.
Boyd Street, Winter Garden, is
open Tuesday-Saturday, 11-3 each
week excluding holidays. For info,
call 407-656-0559. . Must see.

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS are
public and will also be broadcast
on this shortened link: https:/bit.
ly/2ABrmsb, and are normally held
the first Wednesday at 1:30 p.m.,
and third Wednesday at 7 p.m. in
the City Council Chambers, City
Hall, 120 E. Main St., Apopka.
Subject to change with notice. For

Agenda and minutes of meeting
can be found online. Once posted,
check for any revisions by Tuesday
at 5 p.m. before the meeting

FOLIAGE GARDEN CLUB OF AP-
OPKA, meets the first Thursday of
each month, September through
May, at 9:45 a.m. at the Alonza
William Park / Bilie Dean Com-
munity Center, 225 M.A. Board St.,
Apopka. Contact: apopkafgca@
gmail.com. NO MEETINGS JUNE-
AUGUST.

FREE PLANT CLINIC in Apopka
is open on Tuesdays. Do you have
problems with your plants or lawn?
Let a Master Gardener help. Or-
ange County residents can bring
their questions and samples to
UF/IFAS Extension Master Gar-
dener volunteers at the UF/IFAS
Mid-Florida Research Educa-
tion Center (MREC), 2725 Binion
Road, Apopka, 32703; 9 a.m.-12
Tuesdays; 407-254-9200. Ques-
tions and photos can be emailed to
orangecomgv@ifas.ufl.edu. to be
answered by Master Gardeners.
A free plant clinic for commercial
growers is open Tuesdays 1-4 p.m.
at the same location.

KIWANIS CLUB OF APOPKA IS
now meeting MONTHLY on the
3rd Tuesday at 8 a.m. at Seacoast
Bank, 345 E Main Street, Apopka.
Contact 407-464-4606 for infor-
mation

BROWN BAG LUNCH - Third Sat-
urday of each month, Episcopal
Church of the Holy Spirit at the
corner of Highland and 6th St.,
Apopka, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., of-
fer to all who come a brown bag
lunch. In addition, men’s socks, flip
flops, stuffed animals, some cloth-
ing, children’s books and pet food
which is donated by My Pet World,
Apopka, may be available. If inter-
ested in volunteering, call Debbie
at 407-620-5081 for information.

APOPKA FOLIAGE TOASTMAS-
TER'S CLUB, Wednesdays, 7
p.m., on Zoom, Apopka. 407-765-
2629.

NWOC FFA Alumni — Monthly
meetings (usually the 4th Mon-
day evening in a month during the
school year) are open to anyone.
(Looking for more information)

MUSEUM OF APOPKANS, 122 E
5th Street, Hours open: Wednesay
to Friday. from noon-5 p.m., and
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m... Ad-
mission is free. Contains displays
and information about Apopka’s
history, and has history books for
sale. Monthly meetings of Apopka
Historical Society are normally held
on a Sunday afternoon. For more
information, go to www.theapopka-
museum.com.

meets first and third Tuesdays of
month, 201 W. Orange. For more
information, call 407-886-1600 or
email apopkaelks@aol.com Bar
Bingo every Monday night at 7
p.m. promptly.

GFWC APOPKA  WOMAN'S
CLUB, meets at First Methodist
Church, 201 N. Park Avenue. Call
407-880-2111 for more informa-
tion.

CITY OF APOPKA PLANNING
& ZONING - usually the second
Tuesday of the month. 5:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers, City Hall,
120 E. Main St., Apopka. All meet-
ings open to the public. Subject to
change with notice. For info., call
David Moon, 407-703-1739.

BRIDGE GAMES AND CLASSES:
Every Monday and Friday morning
at 9:15 a.m., at the Lake County
Duplicate Bridge Club, 510 W. Key
Ave., Eustis. For more information,
call 352-315-9934 or visit lakedu-
plicate.com.

NORTH ORANGE BRANCH
LIBRARY HAS RE-OPENED.
COMPUTER CLASSES in both
English and Spanish: Available
daily or weekly at OCLS North Or-
ange Branch.* Classes are: Com-
puter Basics, Excel, Word Resume
Writing, Email for Seniors, ELLIS
English Lab, Word, Online Job
Searches, Power Point, Internet,
Open Lab, How to use a mouse and
keyboard, etc. Call OCLS North Or-
ange Branch* for more details.

HABITAT VOLUNTEERS: Go to
www.habitatseminoleapopka.org,
click on volunteers. There are a
number of opportunities available
at the Restores. Call 407-696-5855
or 407-880-8881 to sign up for in-
formation.

(OCLS) Orange County Public
Library North Orange Branch Ad-
dress: 1211 E. Semoran Boule-
vard, Apopka 436 (Semoran) and
Thompson Road. www.ocls.info.

*Apopka Area Chamber of Com-
merce, 180 E. Main St., Apopka.
For more info, call 407-886-1441

COMMUNITY EVENTS
CALENDAR INFORMATION

Events, fund raisers,
and non-profit organizations
Info: fax 407-889-4121, or email
ads@theapopkachief.com
Subscribe to The Apopka Chief
E-Edition or Home Delivery
Call 407-886-2777 or
Visit www.theapopkachief.com
In County: $30 with E-edition, or
$25 for just postal delivery.
Out-of-County: $35 with E-Edition
or $30 for postal delivery




Tell them you saw it in
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Zachary Ingram | 407-551-4350
geico.com/apopka-ingram
iHablamos Espanol!
Temperatures are dropping. Your insurance rate

could drop, too! See how much you could save with
your local GEICO agent in Apopka.

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC 20076. GEICO Gecko image ©
1999-2024. © 2024 GEICO
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IR CONDITIONIN
& & HEATING .

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Duct Cleaning

Attic Insulation

HVAC Maintenance
and Istallation

Equipment and Duct Repair

407-489-5060

More Info
@ www.nhicksacandheat.com
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% & IRISH EATERY
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%‘Tradmonal Irish Food served at its BEST.
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

SPECIAL Entertainer: January 10
Adele Impersonation by local star Andrea 6-8 pm.
Reservations are suggested
Lunch Specials Every Day 12 pm - 3 pm $9.95
Darts Ieague starting soon!

3
9

Every Monday. Darts - league starting soon
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm
Every Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker 7pm
Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
with Andrea as ADELE 7pm
Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
with Celtic House band Mcintyre 7pm
Sunday: Afternoon Sports.

Specials on craft & pitchers_of beer. Come & Enjoy!

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
407-703-8195

f ©
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Park: American Ramp Co. leads pr0]ect

Continued from page 1A

County Government.

“The park will bring
an exciting new amenity
to the Apopka communi-
ty for both the youth and
adults to enjoy,” Parks and
Recreation Director Rad-
ley Williams said in a news
release. “Bringing a skate
park to Apopka is an initia-
tive that has been discussed
over many years through-
out the Apopka communi-
ty and the Parks and Recre-
ation Department is excited
to be able to bring this park
to life with the funding as-
sistance and support of the
Apopka Community Rede-
velopment Agency, City of
Apopka Council, and Or-
ange County Government.”

The parks and recre-
ation department looked to
the American Ramp Com-

This rendering by the American Ramp Company shows where the skate park and
pump track would be located in relation to the Fran Carlton Center.

pany to help with the de-
sign and construction of
this new exciting park. The
American Ramp Company

has vast experience work-
ing for over 20 years de-
veloping skate and bike
park facilities across the

country, and throughout 44
countries across the world.

College: Federal money can not be the answer

Continued from page 2A

leftist-captured universities and, like a wrathful
God, wipe those institutions clean of any taxpay-
er funding. Even wealthy private universities are
highly exposed to Republicans raining the fire
and brimstone of funding cuts on them.

According to an analysis by Stand Colum-
bia, the university has $3.5 billion, or 55 percent
of its budget, that could be placed in jeopardy by
the incoming Trump administration.

Even with more than $14 billion in its en-
dowment, Columbia would be financially dev-
astated by significant cuts or the elimination of
government funding. Every other Ivy League
and selective university is similarly vulnerable.

If universities are determined to have facul-

ty that are ideological monoliths, they can find
students and private donors who are willing to
indulge this indoctrination and pay for it them-
selves. These institutions are not entitled to a
dime of taxpayer money, especially when they
have displayed nothing but contempt for half of
the American electorate.

And taxpayers should be untroubled if these
universities are unable to survive on their own.
New universities will arise, and others that can
meet the Sodom and Gomorrah test will reform
themselves to offer an intellectually diverse and
ideologically balanced education.

Jay P. Greene is a senior research fellow in
the Center for Education Policy at The Heritage
Foundation

Welcome to Caffé Positanos,
where food is our passion

e Our sauces are made fresh daily
e The house salad dressing is made from scratch
e Only the finest ingredients are used

Claffe P@ngcano

Call us for take out orders!

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080

1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 « 407-531-1151
Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

SUDOKU ANSWERS

PUZZLE CAN BE
FOUND ON PAGE 10B

@)
N
w
-
N

N =B NOIW | 00
WP OO OOIN =N

AN OOIWNOO=IN|O©
NNW= O N A~
O =N INW
W HA|OOO 20N
=100 N N~ |©
O O®OININ W Ao 00
OINOOIN| WO O,

. ..

WA UNTIL

YOUTASTEIT

OMAHA STEAKS

-

Butcher’s Savory Gollection
Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 o0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

78045ZKC  separately $269-94 812999
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

ORDER
NOW!

_—
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OmahaSteaks.com/Savory1312 | 1.877.694.0131
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 778045ZKC

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 78045.
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. Iltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be
available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 03/31/25. 24M7123 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

GET 8

FILET MIGNON
BURGERS

A $37 value!

The Crossword Puzzle is found on page 10B
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