
By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff 

After over 28 years 
of service with the Apop-
ka Police Department, in-
cluding the last three years 

serving as the first African-
American deputy police 
chief in the department’s 
history, Deputy Chief Je-
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Harper sisters are headed 
to the Pop Warner 
National Cheer and Dance 
Championships. 
See page 1B.

Photo courtesy of Apopka Dog Mayor Asher/Facebook
A total of 150 kids are participating in this year’s Apopka Police Department Shop With a Cop, which 
kicked off its 10-night run on Monday, December 2, and will end on December 13. School resource officers 
and guidance counselors selected the children. Shop With a Cop is also hosting children from Re-Imagine 
Communities and N.A.O.M.I. Kids.

Shop With A Cop brings joy to 150 kids

The Apopka Police 
Department announced up-
coming road closures and 
detour routes for the Apop-
ka Christmas Parade in 
downtown Apopka, which 
will take place on Satur-

day, December 14, 10 a.m. 
to noon.

The Apopka Police 
Department sent out a De-
cember 1 letter about the 

Roads to close for 
Christmas parade

Police department swears in three new officers

Photo courtesy of city of Apopka
At the December 3 swearing-in ceremony at Apopka City Hall are (l to r) City Commissioner Nick Nesta, 
new Officer Joel Sanabria, new Officer Nahamie Edouard, new Officer Zakai Patterson, Police Chief Michael 
McKinley, City Commissioner/Vice Mayor Diane Velazquez, CIty Commissioner Alexander H. Smith, and Mayor 
Bryan Nelson. 

Three new police offi-
cers were sworn in on Tues-
day, December 3, at Apop-
ka City Hall Council Cham-
ber. Nahamie Edouard, Joel 
Sanabria, and Zakai Patter-
son. Apopka Police Chief 
Michael McKinley admin-
istered the oath. 

Nahamie Edouard 
Nahamie Edouard was 

born  in Orlando and raised 
in both the Orlando and 
Apopka area. Edouard at-
tended Apopka High for 
three years and later trans-
ferred to Maynard Evans 
High School, where she 
graduated in 2017. 

See OFFICERS Page 7A

Deputy Chief 
Miller retires from 
APD after 28 years

Police Chief Michael McKinley (l) presents Deputy 
Police Chief Jerome Miller (r) with his service weapon, 
a custom done for retiring officers. Miller’s last day of 
service with the Apopka Police Department is today, 
Friday, December 6. He will serve as deputy chief for 
the Orange CIty Police Department.  

See MILLER Page 6A

See PARADE Page 8A

WHS Culinary students bake for  
Great Christmas Cookie Gift Box Sale 

Photo courtesy of Wekiva Culinary/website
The Magnet Academy of Culinary Arts at Wekiva High School are baking, 
decorating (pictured), and selling gourmet cookies for their Great Christmas 
Cookie Gift Box Sale. Each box includes over 10 types of cookies. 

Orange County School Board 
members will discuss the use of 
school guardians on campuses locat-
ed in the municipalities of Apopka, 
Ocoee, Winter Garden, Winter Park 
and Windermere. 

The school board will hold a 

work session on the topic of school 
guardians on campuses at the Ron-
ald Blocker Educational Leadership 
Center on Tuesday, December 10, at 
1 p.m. Ronald Blocker Educational 
Leadership Center’s address is 445 
W. Amelia St., Orlando.

Orange County Public Schools 
(OCPS) currently has a one-year con-
tract with the law enforcement agen-
cies in Apopka, Ocoee, Winter Gar-
den, Winter Park and Windermere. 

School board to discuss SROs in Apopka

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Students of the  Mag-
net Academy of Culi-
nary Arts at Wekiva High 
School  are making de-
lectable cookies of vari-
ous flavors for the Great 
Christmas Cookie Gift 
Box Sale.

Each gift box includes 
a collection of at least 10 
different types of cookies: 
classic chocolate chip, but-
ter shortbread, triple choc-
olate peppermint, M&M 
cookie bars, decorat-
ed lofthouse “ornament” 
cookies, chocolate-dipped 
pretzels, snickerdoodles, 
peanut butter sandwich 
cookies, Grinch Crinkle 
sandwich, Christmas tree 
sugar cookies, and Weki-
va Culinary’s signature, 

See COOKIES Page 3A

See SROs Page 5A

Orange County voted to approve $11 million for a 
300-unit affordable rental housing project, planned for con-
struction on Spring Lane in Apopka, as part of the county’s 
ongoing mission to address its affordable housing crisis.  

The Orange County Board of County Commissioners 
unanimously approved the financing as part of the board’s 
consent agenda at the Tuesday, December 3, meeting.  

The vote was for the approval and execution of a multi-
family affordable housing developer’s agreement between 
Orange County and Apopka Leased Housing Associates I, 

County secures 
$11M for Apopka 
affordable housing

See HOUSING Page 6A



Our brain trust was au-
thor, Peter Kageyama of 
St. Petersburg, Florida. Pe-
ter wrote several books on 
the value of art and small 
projects to gain the love 
and support of residents. 
One volume is titled, Love 
Where You Live. After all, 
anyone who throws trash 
on a local roadway demon-
strates no care or concern 
for their community. But 
a resident who comes out 
multiple times to add art or 
beautify their local corridor 
demonstrates clearly, they 
care about where they live. 
My goal is to engage more 
of these community lovers.

I failed in engaging 

about 50 percent of the 
mandatory HOAs. I’m not 
sure why this is. It is a bit 
mindboggling why some-
one would serve on the 
HOA Board of Directors 
and not care about their 
entranceway or corridor. 
Property values, communi-
ty engagement, and safety 
are all tied to this level of 

commitment and involve-
ment by neighborhoods. 
So, I, my staff, and four, 
or hopefully, five teams 
are going to focus more on 
partnering with local busi-
nesses. Partnerships be-
tween local businesses and 
“people groups” are vital 
for longevity and effective-
ness.

We were successful 
collaborating with Orange 
County Public Works. One 
department was our partner 
in picking up debris after 
tree trimming. Many weeks 
it was substantial, and the 
staff had it all removed 

“Let’s talk about it.” 
What a concept! No knives, 
guns, clubs, or any other 
weapons. If we could take 
a quick minute to consid-
er the other side of an ar-
gument, and practice self-
control, I’m positive the 
outcome of many of to-
day’s conflicts would be 
without bloodshed, or the 
violence we see. 

When I first came 
home from the Navy, I was 
arrogant, belligerent, had a 
chip on my shoulder ... but 
even then, after a knuckle-

bruising, nose-bleeding, 
jaw-swelling, knock-down 
fight, we combatants would 
finish and sit down togeth-
er. The victor (the one with 
a straight nose, or less teeth 
in their hand) would buy 

the beers, or other refresh-
ments, and we’d laugh over 
the fight itself, or whatever 
the fight was over. 

Even though we were 
angry when the fight start-
ed, the fight itself was the 
release of angry energy, 
and when it was over, most 
of the anger had dissipated. 

Today, there seems to 
be anger for more than the 
offence would warrant, as 
it seems many people have 
deeper, seething, hatred 
that looks for an opening to 
be released, at any opportu-

nity. Things that used to be 
not worthy of anything but 
a “California wave” (ex-
tended middle finger up) 
now causes an outbreak of 
unhealthy, uninhibited ex-
ercise of angry energy. So-
ciety seems to accept these 
outbreaks of rage as some-
thing to be tolerated rather 
than condemned. 

In the past, the people 
involved used to be sep-
arated by those in close 
proximity and were kept 
apart until they agreed to 
shake hands and settle their 

differences by discussion. 
So, what’s changed? Is it 
something in the air? Is 
it caused by the violence 
shown on TV? What is 
causing all the violence in 
our responses to minor in-
fractions? 

In that question lies 
the answer to our lack of 
temperance. Notice, I said 
“minor,” because we el-
evate the wrongdoings. 
In my opinion, we seem 
to have to know the rea-
son for the offence before 
we charge the crime. In the 

news reports of a crime that 
has been committed, the 
why always comes before 
the what! When someone 
murders someone in cold 
blood, it seems we almost 
want to “Pontius Pilate” the 
victim by having to know 
why the murderer commit-
ted the heinous act before 
we act on judgment, giving 
us the moment to wash our 
hands of the blood of the 
individual murdered. 

Well, we are officially 
in the holiday season. This 
is a wonderful time of year 
when we gather together 
with family and friends to 
celebrate and carry on tra-
ditions. It can be a very 
special time of year that 
lasts in the memories of our 
children for years to come.

As we enter this time 
of giving and celebrating, 
let us not forget about our 
children whose families 
might be struggling this 
time of year.

While this season can 
bring great joy, it can also 
be a time of great stress 
for some of our students 
as families worry about 
how to pay bills and afford 
gifts for their children. As a 
community, my hope is that 

we who are able to, look for 
ways to help those families 
that need a little help this 
season.

Many schools are col-
lecting items for families in 
need or gifts for children in 
need as well. They rely on 
the community’s help.

This would be a great 
way to directly make a 
child’s holiday season bet-
ter. You can contact your 
child’s school as well and 

ask if there is a child in 
need that you can help this 
holiday season.

This is also a good 
time to remind you about 
Renewal Church’s Renewal 
Boutique at Apopka High 
School. The boutique pro-
vides resources to students 
in need like free deodorant 
and other toiletries, socks, 
underwear, backpacks, 
hoodies, leggings, and 
school supplies and more. 
Wekiva High School also 
collects items for a closet 
for students in need.

At Wekiva High 
School, the counselors have 
a holiday wish list for chil-
dren who are experiencing 
homelessness, and the list 

Getting along with one another is about taking time to understand
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Your day will go the 
way the corners of your 

mouth turn.

Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your 
wine with a joyful heart, for God has already 

approved what you do. — Ecclesiastes 9:7

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
Celebrating 50 years of Sertoma, the 48th 
annual Christmas Parade with the theme 
of “A Golden Christmas in Apopka,” will 
take place on Saturday, December 14, be-
ginning at 10 a.m., and ending around 12 
p.m. The parade route runs northbound 
on Park Avenue from United Methodist 
Church of Apopka to Votaw Road.
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Part 2 of growing corridor competition

 Editorial written in 2022 to ex-
plain significance of remembering

December 7, 1941 - a day in 
U.S. history to never forget

On December 7, 1941, the U.S. 
na¬val base on the island of Oahu, Ha-
waii, was subjected to an attack that 
was one of the greatest military sur-
prises in the history of warfare. In less 
than 2 hours, the U.S. Pacific Fleet was 
devastated, and more than 3,500 Amer-
icans were killed or wounded. The Jap-
anese attack on Pearl Harbor catapult-
ed the United States into World War II.

The American people were out-
raged. Though diplomatic relations 
between the United States and Japan 
were deteriorating, they had not yet 
broken off at the time of the attack. In-
stantly, the incident united the Ameri-
can people in a massive mobilization 
for war and strengthened American re-
solve to guard against any future lapse 
of military alertness.

Early in the afternoon of Decem-
ber 7, 1941, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and his chief foreign policy 
aide, Harry Hopkins, were interrupted 
by a telephone call from Secretary of 
War Henry Stimson and told that the 
Japanese had attacked Pearl Harbor. 
At about 5 p.m., following meetings 
with his military advisers, the Presi-
dent calmly and decisively dictated to 
his secretary, Grace Tully, a request to 
Congress for a declaration of war. He 
had composed the speech in his head 
after deciding on a brief, uncomplicat-
ed appeal to the people of the United 
States rather than a thorough recitation 
of Japanese treachery, as Secretary of 
State Cordell Hull had urged.

President Roosevelt then revised 
the typed draft—marking it up, updat-
ing military information, and select-
ing alternative wordings that strength-
ened the tone of the speech. He made 
the most significant change in the criti-
cal first line, which originally read, “a 
date which will live in world history.” 
Grace Tully then prepared the final 
reading copy, which Roosevelt subse-
quently altered in three more places.

On December 8, at 12:30 p.m., 
Roosevelt addressed a joint session of 
Congress and, via radio, the nation. 
The Senate responded with a unani-
mous vote in support of war; only 
Montana pacifist Jeanette Rankin dis-
sented in the House. At 4 p.m. that 
same afternoon, President Roosevelt 
signed the declaration of war. 

On December 8, 1941, the day af-
ter the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, 
President Franklin Roosevelt delivered 
this “Day of Infamy Speech.” Imme-
diately afterward, Congress declared 
war, and the United States entered 

World War II. 
“Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speak-

er, Members of the Senate, and of the 
House of Representatives:

Yesterday, December 7th, 1941—
a date which will live in infamy—the 
United States of America was suddenly 
and deliberately attacked by naval and 
air forces of the Empire of Japan.

The United States was at peace 
with that nation and, at the solicitation 
of Japan, was still in conversation with 
its government and its emperor looking 
toward the maintenance of peace in the 
Pacific.

Indeed, one hour after Japanese 
air squadrons had commenced bomb-
ing in the American island of Oahu, the 
Japanese ambassador to the United 
States and his colleague delivered to 
our Secretary of State a formal reply to 
a recent American message. And while 
this reply stated that it seemed useless 
to continue the existing diplomatic ne-
gotiations, it contained no threat or 
hint of war or of armed attack.

It will be recorded that the dis-
tance of Hawaii from Japan makes it 
obvious that the attack was deliberate-
ly planned many days or even weeks 
ago. During the intervening time, the 
Japanese government has deliberate-
ly sought to deceive the United States 
by false statements and expressions of 
hope for continued peace.

The attack yesterday on the Ha-
waiian islands has caused severe dam-
age to American naval and military 
forces. I regret to tell you that very 
many American lives have been lost. In 
addition, American ships have been re-
ported torpedoed on the high seas be-
tween San Francisco and Honolulu.

Yesterday, the Japanese govern-
ment also launched an attack against 
Malaya.

Last night, Japanese forces at-
tacked Hong Kong.

Last night, Japanese forces at-
tacked Guam.

Last night, Japanese forces at-
tacked the Philippine Islands.

Last night, the Japanese attacked 
Wake Island.

And this morning, the Japanese at-
tacked Midway Island.

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a 
surprise offensive extending through-
out the Pacific area. The facts of yes-
terday and today speak for themselves. 
The people of the United States have 
already formed their opinions and well 

See HARBOR Page 4A



The Apopka Chief, December 6, 2024, Page 3A

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

NOV 22

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered
service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2024 GEICO

Zachary Ingram | 407-551-4350
¡Hablamos Español!

Get to know your GEICO Local
Agent in Apopka, Florida!

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC 20076. GEICO Gecko image ©
1999-2024. © 2024 GEICO

LOCAL OFFICE

IT'S THE

OF

Temperaturesaredropping.Your insurance rate
coulddrop, too! Seehowmuchyoucould savewith

your localGEICOagent inApopka.

Zachary Ingram | 407-551-4350
geico.com/apopka-ingram

¡Hablamos Español!

Limitations apply. See geico.com for more details. GEICO & affiliates. Washington, DC 20076. GEICO Gecko image ©
1999-2024. © 2024 GEICO

LOCAL OFFICE

IT'S THE

OF

Leavesare falling.Your insurance rates couldbe, too!
Seehowmuchyoucould savewithyour localGEICO

agent inApopka.

Zachary Ingram | 407-551-4350
geico.com/apopka-ingram

¡Hablamos Español!

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered
service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2024 GEICO

Zachary Ingram | 407-551-4350
¡Hablamos Español!

Get to know your GEICO Local
Agent in Apopka, Florida!

103124

the oversized gingerbread 
Mustangs.

“The advanced stu-
dents of Wekiva Culinary 
have been working hard 
for months, experimenting 
with different recipes to 
get just the right combina-
tion of flavors to make our 
one-of-a-kind gift box,” 
states the Wekiva Culinary 
website. “Each box has 

lots of the delightful fla-
vors you associate with the 
holidays.We are making 
12 different types of cook-
ies, each one individually 
packaged to stay fresh as 
long as possible … a great 
gift for everyone on your 
shopping list! 

Inside the Great Cook-
ie Gift Box there are at 
least 10 different kinds of 
cookies, 20 in all!”

Delivery on Decem-

ber 10 to local business-
es, as well as the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Lead-
ership Center in Orlando, 
is free. 

All deliveries will 
leave the school by 11 a.m. 
and be delivered before 
2:30 p.m. Wekiva High 
School staff will have their 
order delivered  during the 
school day.

Students can pick up 
their orders on December 

10 during lunch. All oth-
ers can pick up their or-
ders from the Wekiva High 
School’s bus loop from 
3-5:30 p.m. from the Weki-
va Culinary trailer.

The gift boxes, each 
containing 20 cookies, are 
now available to order for 
$30 each. 

For more information 
and to order, visit wekivac-
ulinary.org/cookies/

Continued from page 1A

Cookies: Free delivery is available for 
local businesses, Ronald Blocker Center 

The 2024 Jingle Min-
gle Tree Festival will take 
place on Saturday, Decem-
ber 7, 5-8:30 p.m. at Camp 
Wewa,221 S. Binion Road, 
Apopka.

Seacoast Bank Apop-
ka and AdventHealth 
Apopka are presenting the 
event. 

Santa will open the 
doors at 5 p.m. to a won-

derland of beautifully dec-
orated trees, wreaths, and 
holiday treasures for silent 
auction, raffles, holiday 
plant sale, Christmas car-
oling, S’mores around the 

campfire, food served up 
at the Jingle Mingle Diner 
and more. 

All proceeds benefit 
the Epilepsy Association 
of Central Florida.

Jingle Mingle has S’mores and Santa 



has nearly 50 students on 
it unfortunately. Items be-
ing requested are mostly 
clothing and shoes, as well 
as gift cards. Many of these 
students also requested 
items for their younger sib-
lings. If you are interested 
in helping these students, 
feel free to reach out to me 
or Wekiva High School di-
rectly.

I’m so proud of our 
Apopka Kiwanis Club for 
taking leadership with this. 
All of the organization 
members are being asked 

to sponsor one child. It is 
this type of effort all of our 
community should under-
take!

No matter where you 
look, there is a need in our 
community, and, for our 
youngest community mem-
bers, this should be a sea-
son of joy. If we are able to 
help bring that joy to our 
children, I hope we can.

Parents, remember 
this is also a time of many 
assessments and exams 
for the end of the semes-
ter. It’s important for us all 
to remember this and help 
where we can.

Help your students get 
through this time of test-
ing by encouraging them to 
do their best but also letting 
them know that all they 
can do is to try. Encour-
age proper nutrition, exer-
cise, and rest as well. These 
are good tips for all of us in 
dealing with the extra stress 
of the holidays.

This is a good time to 
check Skyward and be sure 
your child’s assignments 
are all turned in before the 
end of the semester.

I hope everyone has a 
wonderful holiday season!

Notice I said “cold 
blooded” murder. Not justi-
fiable killing. In the Garden 
of Eden, the serpent told 
Eve that if they would eat 
of the Tree of the Knowl-
edge of Good and Evil they 
would be as “gods,” know-
ing good from evil. They 
already knew the differ-
ence, but Eve was distract-
ed by the word “gods” and 
the fact that, as gods, they 
could define what was good 
and what was bad. 

I believe that is where 
our society is today. We 
want to know why, when it 
happens to someone else so 
that we can decide whether 
it was good or bad. That is 
where we are in our daily 
living. When we (person-
ally) are confronted with 
an unpleasant situation, we 
want to be the judge, jury, 
and hangman. At that mo-
ment, we do not care why; 
we want retribution! 

I believe most road-

rage occurrences, as well 
as domestic violence cases, 
most of the crimes relating 
to uncontrolled anger could 
be reduced if we could re-
turn to the guide given to us 
in our love letter from our 
Creator. 

Years ago, even peo-
ple who were outside the 
Christian fellowship re-
spected the Word of GOD 
and what it stood for. Most 
of them could even quote 
scripture from hearing it 
in their home while grow-
ing up. 

I know, I know, I’m 
preaching. But what do you 
use as a guide to daily liv-
ing? I understand that so-
cial media influences our 
young people, and I won-
der if many of us adults 
are not being led by what 
Facebook says, or the oth-
er forms of communica-
tion we use. Many of us are 
led by emotions, and that 
is a sorry guide. When you 
allow emotions to drive, 
you bypass the conscience, 

and at that moment, you 
are running on instinct, not 
common sense. 

That is exactly what 
animals use. An animal 
has the spirit of life, and in 
place of a conscience, they 
use their instinct. Humans 
possess a soul, the con-
science, and the spirit of 
life. In B.C. (Before Com-
puters), people would read 
to gain understanding, di-
rection for their lives, and 
answers to questions raised 
by daily living. We were 
blessed to have the Old 
Masters to choose from, 
and common sense was the 
theme of those authors, and 
their discourse on human 
behavior. 

Each one of us is re-
sponsible for each one of 
us. That means we influ-
ence someone every day, 
We need to be examples. 
Even when anger raises 
its head and says, “RE-
VENGE,” we need to take 
a deep breath and say, 
“Let’s talk about it!”

Continued from page 2A
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)...........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)............ 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson............................... 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)..................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11). 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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Hayden: Common sense is necessary

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Community responds to needs

within days. Another em-
ployee hired companies 
who pressure-washed side-
walks along the four com-
peting corridors. A third 
manager assisted with the 
procurement and manage-
ment of companies to in-
stall sidewalks in neighbor-
hoods where none previ-
ously existed. 

While I must deal with 
significant complaints at 
the beginning of a proj-
ect, gratitude and happi-
ness with new sidewalks 
occurs within a few weeks 
of seeing the new driveway 
aprons and fresh sod.

The winner always re-
ceives prizes from Orange 
County Public Works. The 
2021 winner received up-
graded LED street lighting. 
The 2022 winner received 
resurfaced pavement, and 
while it took about a year 
and a half, the prize was 
completed this past sum-
mer. The 2023 winner is 
awaiting roadway safety 
improvements at one in-

tersection. The 2024 win-
ner is receiving a four-way 
stop and two raised inter-
sections.

The winner also re-
ceives beautiful utility pole 
banners and congratulato-
ry signage. My staff and I 
worked diligently from the 
date the judges selected the 
winners until now to facili-
tate the prizes.

Now, that isn’t to say 
that improvements weren’t 
scheduled and planned 
while we worked on all 
four roadways. They were.  
But I must say a commis-
sioner is an advocate for 
their area, prioritizing non-
regularly maintained pub-
lic works improvements 
closely. 

While working on 
Sheeler Avenue, I regu-
larly crossed intersections 
and rode my bike down the 
roadway to get a better han-
dle on what was needed for 
improvements. I must say 
many times I was scared 
out of my wits at the speed-
ers, lack of sidewalks, and 

no crosswalks at Sheeler 
and Apopka Boulevard. 
Even though the team did 
not win the contest, I am 
still committed to making 
the street safer. So don’t be 
surprised to see more law 
enforcement in the short 
term until the safety im-
provements are construct-
ed.

The Corridor of the 
Year Program has a multi-
tude of benefits. This col-
umn details growing the 
sense of place and love 
of community. It detailed 
great collaboration between 
the neighborhood leaders, 
commissioner, and pub-
lic works department. The 
Corridor Chiefs and the Ar-
tistic Corridor of the Year 
Program were great addi-
tions to the success of the 
Neighborhood Leader Pro-
gram.

Thank you to the more 
than 300 volunteers who 
participated in at least one 
event during 2024. You 
made a big difference in 
your community.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Program has positive impact

understand the implications to the very 
life and safety of our nation.

As Commander in Chief of the 
Army and Navy, I have directed that 
all measures be taken for our defense. 
But always will our whole nation re-
member the character of the onslaught 
against us.

No matter how long it may take 
us to overcome this premeditated in-
vasion, the American people in their 
righteous might will win through to ab-
solute victory.

I believe that I interpret the will of 
the Congress and of the people when I 
assert that we will not only defend our-
selves to the uttermost, but will make it 
very certain that this form of treachery 
shall never again endanger us.

Hostilities exist. There is no blink-
ing at the fact that our people, our ter-
ritory, and our interests are in grave 
danger.

With confidence in our armed forc-
es, with the unbounding determination 
of our people, we will gain the inevita-
ble triumph—so help us God.

I ask that the Congress declare 
that since the unprovoked and dastard-
ly attack by Japan on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7th, 1941, a state of war has exist-
ed between the United States and the 
Japanese empire.”

https://www.archives.gov/mile-
stone-documents/joint-address-to-

congress-dec¬laration-of-war-against-
japan

Editorial written by 
John Peery in 2022

Continued from page 2A

Harbor: All but one responded

By Amber Jo Cooper, Florida’s Voice
Published Dec. 3, 2024, 10:08 a.m. ET | 
Updated Dec. 3, 2024

Ingraham (Laura Anne Ingraham, Amer-
ican conservative television presenter) asked 
DeSantis what he would say to the sena-
tors who are “quietly vowing to put up road-
blocks” for Trump’s Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation director pick, Kash Patel.

I think you do owe the President a great 
deal of deference on his picks,” DeSantis 
said.

The governor said he believes Patel “un-
derstands the problems” with the FBI.

“He is a reformer that will not be cap-
tured by the bureaucrats. Contrast that to 
our current FBI director, Christopher Wray. 
We remember when he got appointed back 
in 2017, he immediately became a compa-
ny man and was captured by that institution, 
he has not reformed it in any way, shape or 
form,” DeSantis said.

DeSantis said he believes Trump is 
“making sure he’s getting people who have 
the proper posture to these institutions.”

“These are not the revered institutions 
that they may have been 30 years ago. These 
are very problematic institutions. Kash un-
derstands that. I think a lot of Republican 

senators understand that, but apparently, not 
enough do,” DeSantis said.

DeSantis said he believes Patel will be 
confirmed by the Senate.

The governor was also asked about for-
mer Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi, 
Trump’s pick for U.S. attorney general.

“I think the mission there is to under-
stand that this is an institution that’s run 
amok, and you got to go in there, and I think 
Pam will, don’t try to be liked by the bureau-
crats, expect to be attacked relentlessly by 
the corporate press, and know that when that 
happens, that’s a badge of honor, that means 
you’re doing the right thing,” DeSantis said.

He believes a plan is necessary to “bring 
accountability” and “restore the rule of law.”

“There’s a lot that needs to be done. I 
was back in the day a special assistant US At-
torney, 20 some years ago. It was an institu-
tion then, I think we thought of a lot differ-
ently than now. So just understand, this isn’t 
your father’s DOJ, this has this is an institu-
tion run amok. You are going to ruffle feath-
ers,” DeSantis said.

“People are going to be upset when you 
do the right thing, but take that as positive 
feedback,” he said

Criticism can be badge of honor

www.fl oridapublicnotices.com or www.theapopkachief.com



This agreement secures 
School Resource Officers 
on campuses for the 2024-
25 school year in com-
pliance with the  Marjorie 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School Public Safety Act. 

OCPS currently has a 
three-year contract with the 
remaining four agencies: 
Orange County Sheriff’s 
Office, Orlando Police De-
partment, Maitland Police 
Department, and Eatonville 
Police Department.

The work session will 
provide an overview of the 
safety and security pro-
gram in OCPS. Meetings 
to discuss a new contract 

with the five municipali-
ties will begin in January 
2025. If an agreement can-
not be reached, the Guard-
ian Program is the only op-
tion allowed by Florida law 
to provide the added secu-
rity to school campuses, ac-
cording to an OCPS news 
release. 

The five municipali-
ties cover the following 
schools:  

Apopka  – Apopka 
High, Apopka Memori-
al  and  Wolf Lake middle 
schools, Kelly Park School, 
Dream Lake, Apopka, 
Lakeville, Rock Springs 
and Wolf Lake elementary 
schools. 

Ocoee – Orange Tech-

nical College (West), Ocoee 
High, Ocoee Middle, Cit-
rus, Ocoee, Spring Lake, 
Thornebrooke and West-
brooke elementary schools.

Windermere  – Wind-
ermere Elementary

Winter Garden  – 
Hospital Homebound/Es-
teem Academy, SunRidge 
and Lakeview middle 
schools, Maxey, SunRidge, 
Dillard Street and Whis-
pering Oaks  elementary 
schools.

Winter Park – Orange 
Technical College (East), 
Winter Park High and Win-
ter Park Ninth Grade Cen-
ter, Brookshire and Lake-
mont elementary schools. 
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While trying to figure out 
how, as a country, we got from 
where we started to where we 
are today, I’ve realized: we 
don’t need to go back to where 
we started, but, rather, back to 
where we got off-track! 

Mentioning the 60s would 
be no mention at all without the 
Vietnam war. Not so much the 
war itself, maybe, but definitely 
the decisions made by politi-
cians. One of those decisions 
- called student deferment - al-
lowed college and university 
students to stay in school, liv-
ing their normal lives while oth-
ers who didn’t have the means, 
didn’t have that luxury were 
sent, voluntarily or otherwise, 
to lose limbs and lives interven-
ing in another country’s war 
… only to come home to face 
another war declared on them 
by their fellow Americans. Prov-
ing that, sometimes, a diploma 
from a “prestigious” school 
doesn’t mean you’re smart. 

Anyway, Chr istopher 
Caldwell, Claremont Institute 
Senior Fellow and, New York 
Times contributing opinion ed-
itor, explained it so much bet-
ter: “If you were rich enough to 
study art history, you could go 
to Woodstock, and make love. 
If you worked in a garage, you 
went to Da Nang and made 
war.” 

In 2020, a talk by Mr. 
Caldwell at Hillsdale College’s 
Center for Constitutional Stud-
ies and Citizenship in D.C. 
entitled, The Roots of Our Par-
tisan Divide, explained, “our 
partisan polarization concerns 
how the civil rights laws of the 
1960s, and particularly the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964, divided the 
country…” “They did so by giv-
ing birth to what was, in effect, 
a second constitution, which 
would eventually cause Ameri-
cans to peel off into two differ-
ent and incompatible constitu-
tional cultures. It happened so 
slowly that many people did 
not notice.”  

In his book, The Age of 
Entitlement: America since 
the Sixties, he suggests that 
the Civil Rights Act pulled the 
country apart, while today’s 
conventional wisdom main-
tains that it brought the country 

together. Mentioning outrage 
over his book, he went on to 
say (especially for those who 
haven’t read it) that he wanted 
to “make crystal clear”  his book 
is not a defense of segregation 
or Jim Crow, and that when he 
criticizes the long-term effects 
of the civil rights laws of the 
60s, that “I do not criticize the 
principle of equality in gen-
eral, or the movement for black 
equality, in particular.”

His concern is regarding 
the authority given to Wash-
ington by the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act to override what had been 
thought of by Americans as 
their democratic institutions. 

I’m certainly not a Chris-
topher Caldwell, but as an 
American citizen and voter, I 
share his concerns and have 
for many years. If you take 
even a casual look at our gov-
ernance, you’ll see not only 
power, but also, abused power. 
We now have entities created 
because some person (previ-
ously unheard of, outside of 
a D.C. insider’s group) has an 
often-dopey idea which didn’t 
come from legislation and was 
never presented to the citizens 
to approve or not. 

The Covid rules depriv-
ing us our Constitutional free-
doms comes to mind. I have yet 
to hear someone “in charge” 
explain how Rules magically 
became Laws, and we could 
be arrested – handcuffs and 
all – for “disobeying”. That’s why 
I’m grateful for the Christopher 
Caldwells, Ted Cruzs, and 
Donald Trumps of the country, 
to name just three, who are 
willing to ask the questions and 
not accept answers thrown at 
us in the name of maintaining 
some ambitious, self-serving 
person’s power. 

There will be changes, 
when Donald Trump is back in 
office, of course, but I believe 
they’ll be good changes. May-
be, because he didn’t become 
rich on the tax payers’ backs 
and doesn’t have to return any 
favors. And maybe because he 
knows how to get things done! 
Example: Amazingly, he’s not 
even been sworn in yet, but 
our neighbors, Canada and 
Mexico, have already agreed 
to change their damaging im-
migration policies, which will 
benefit us all. We’ve needed 
bold leadership, coupled with 
common sense and a genuine 
love for our country, for a long 
time. I, for one, am looking for-
ward to a new day in America!

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson
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the Nonsense

We’d like to know
What YOU think?

 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com
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Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

JUNE 2024

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following

Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and email it to your sales representative or 

fax to 407-889-4121. Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

� Drug Screening Nationally 
� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703 
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing 
Service, Inc.

407-886-0568

3030 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

We Buy Kid’s Things

  VFW POST 10147
  519 S. Central Ave., Apopka

invites you to its 3rd Saturday 
FUNDRAISING 
BREAKFAST

SAT., DEC. 21 
8 a.m.-10 a.m.

DEC 21

• Scrambled Eggs 
• Sausage Links • Pancakes

• Biscuits and Gravy
• Orange Juice • Coffee • Water
ALL FOR $7.00! 

• Door Prizes   •   Drawings •
Children under 5 free with paid adult

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka 

The Apopka Chief & The 
Planter

is Special sponsor for all
EMTs/1st Responders

WREATHS will be placed on veterans’ 
headstones in Edgewood-Greenwood 

Cemetery at noon, Sat., Dec. 14
Volunteers are needed.

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
TOGETHER
AWAIT!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

INFORMATION 
YOU CAN USE

Web site:  www.theapopkachief.com
E-mail: news@theapopkachief.com

ads@theapopkachief.com
Phone: 407-886-2777 

Fax: 407-889-4121
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

TO KEEP IN TOUCH:

Continued from page 1A

SROs: Meeting will give an 
overview of district’s safety 
and security program 



rome Miller is retiring. 
Miller’s last day of ser-

vice with the Apopka Po-
lice Department is Friday, 
December 6. 

Miller was present-
ed with the service weap-
on by Police Chief Michael 
McKinley at the Wednes-
day, December 4, Apopka 
City Council meeting in the 
City Hall Council Cham-
ber. The service weapon 
presentation to a retiring 
member of the police de-
partment is in recognition 
of the member’s credited 
service to the city and its 
citizens.

The service weapon 
presented to Miller was the 
Firearm Glock 30 (serial 
number YVS990), accord-
ing to the city staff report in 

the December 4 City Coun-
cil agenda packet.

“It’s with mixed emo-
tions that I stand before you 
here today. But opportunity 
presented itself and I think 
I just had to bite it and take 
that opportunity,” Mill-
er said after accepting the 
service weapon. “Just like 
I told the men and women 
staff members yesterday 
that we have a lot of talent 
coming to here; we swear 
in all these new officers. 
And regardless of what the 
naysayers say just be en-
couraged and keep doing 
what you’re doing because 
there’s a lot of opportuni-
ties for coming here in the 
city and within the police 
department.”

Miller credited the late 
Police Chief Joe Brown 
with bringing him to the 

Apopka Police Department 
in 1996.

Miller began his career 
on September 4, 1996, after 
graduating from Seminole 
State College Basic Law 
Enforcement Academy. 

During his career with 
Apopka law enforcement, 
Miller served in many posi-
tions. He started as a patrol 
officer, then rose through 
the ranks as a community 
police officer, school re-
source officer, public in-
formation officer, ser-
geant, lieutenant, then cap-
tain, and ultimately deputy 
chief.  

He also graduated from 
the Southern Police Insti-
tute in 2006, the National 
Organization of Black Law 
Enforcement, Chief Execu-
tive Officer Mentoring Pro-
gram at Cedarville Univer-

sity in July 2014, and the 
FBI National Academy in 
2018.

“In each position, Dep-
uty Chief Miller exempli-
fied professionalism and 
integrity. His contributions 
went far beyond enforcing 
the law. He sought to fos-
ter strong connections be-
tween the department and 
the community, ensuring 
that every resident felt val-
ued and protected,” said 
McKinley. “Deputy Chief 
Miller has always priori-
tized what was best for the 
department and the citi-
zens of Apopka. Whether 
mentoring officers shap-
ing departmental policies, 
or representing the depart-
ment in public facing roles, 
his leadership and influ-
ence have left an indelible 
mark on our agency and our 

city.” 
The department was 

unable to plan a retirement 
celebration before Mill-
er’s departure, but is cur-
rently working on details 
for a special event, McKin-
ley said, adding that details 
will be shared in the future. 

City Commissioners 
and Mayor Bryan Nelson 
thanked Miller for his ser-
vice to the Apopka Police 
Department and the com-
munity and wished him 
well in his new chapter in 
life. He will be serving as 
deputy chief of the Orange 
City Police Department.  

“You’ll sorely be 
missed. It’s our loss, but 
Orange City’s gain, so, 
you know, good luck in 
your future. I know it’ll be 
as bright as it’s been here 
at Apopka. So, thank you 

for those 28 years here in 
Apopka,” Nelson said.  

Commissioner Nadia 
Anderson recalled when 
Miller was the school re-
source officer at Apop-
ka High School during her 
days as a student there. 

“I remember in high 
school where I was kind of 
shy, and he would always 
say, ‘Black men, hold your 
head up. You got this,’” 
Anderson said. “I appre-
ciate even your mentor-
ship back then. I think that 
Apopka, we are definite-
ly losing someone that has 
been great to, not only my-
self, but a lot of people that 
came before me and after 
me.”

LLLP, and Neighborhood 
Lending Partners of Flori-
da, Inc. 

According to Dem-
ings, the rent schedules will 
not exceed the maximum 
rent limits that the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development has 
set. The income limits will 
be no greater than 60 per-

cent of the area median in-
come; this year, the medi-
an area income is $46,440 
for a household of four, ac-
cording to Demings. 

Another milestone of 
the Affordable Housing 
Trust Fund is the first re-
volving loan fund for af-
fordable home ownership 
housing in Orange County. 

This revolving loan 
fund is a strategy of the 

Housing Trust Fund to 
provide low interest loans 
to nonprofit developers 
to build new affordable 
homes and to acquire or re-
habilitate affordable hous-
ing units for home owner-
ships in both unincorporat-
ed Orange County and Or-
ange County municipali-
ties. 

The county funding is 
limited to attached or de-

tached owner-occupied 
homes; and eligible home-
buyers may not exceed 
household income of 120 
percent of the area of medi-
an income, which is about 
$115,800 for a household 
of four. The agreement al-
locates $3.5 million as the 
initial fund for the revolv-
ing loan fund, Demings ex-
plained. 

 “So that is what I’m 

saying to you is, it’s good 
news,” Demings said. “We 
are one of the few counties 
in Florida that has its own 
housing trust fund, and it 
was mentioned about the 
charter amendments this 
last election cycle in No-
vember. The voters of Or-
ange County have now said 
that it is a part of our char-
ter within Orange County 
to have and fund a housing 

trust fund going forward 
into the future from gener-
al fund revenues within our 
county. So that’s good news 
as we are moving the nee-
dle to reduce the deficit of 
affordable housing within 
our community.”
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SAVE 
38%

R E G .  $ 3 4 . 9 9 

NOW 
$24.99 
+ $5.99 SHIPPING
#PROGB -  Just A Taste Gift Box

Affordable, Delicious 
& Ready to Ship
4 Fruit Varieties & Snacks to Share!
Treat a special friend, teacher, neighbor or 

co-worker to a personal-sized sampling of 

Pittman & Davis’s most loved fruits and sweets. 

This affordable gift box introduces your 

recipient to our famous premium fruit. 

• 1 Navel Orange

• 1 King Comice Pear

• 1 Rio Ruby™ Red Grapefruit 

• 1 Fuji Apple

• 2.5 oz. Gourmet Chocolate Chip Cookies

• 5 oz. Honey Roasted Peanuts

GIVE A LITTLE, 
GET A LOT
with Just A Taste!

CALL 1-844-881-7096
O R  V I S I T P I T T M A N D A V I S . C O M / P 5 Y F 8 4
Order Item #PROGB, mention Code P5YF84

PITTMAN & DAVIS • HARLINGEN, TX 78552 IC: P5YF84
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	 The Department of Health-Orange County offers physicals and vision 
screenings to Orange County students up to 18 years of age by appointment. 
Appointments must be made for Wednesdays only, from 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
the Neighborhood Center for Families (NCF) for Apopka/Zellwood, 6565 
Willow St., Zellwood, phone number: 407-254-9430.
	 Neighborhood Centers for Families (NCF) are one-stop centers that 
provide residents with a multitude of valuable services within their communi-
ties. Funded by the Orange County Citizens’ Commission for Children (4C), 
services are offered at 13 different locations throughout the County. They of-
fer counseling programs, tutoring, employment skills, case management, sen-
ior activities, limited health services, and so much more.
	 Each NCF is made up of non-profit organizations, government agen-
cies, churches and community groups working together to address the specific 
needs of the surrounding community. These organizations collaborate to pro-
vide intergenerational programs, services and activities that address the needs 
of the entire family. Most services are offered free of charge.
	 Each NCF is uniquely designed to address the needs of its surround-
ing community and offers flexible hours of service in a family-friendly and 
accessible location. Child care stipends, through 4C, are also available for cli-
ents who are actively enrolled in services.

Physicals and Vision Screenings 
available for students up to age 18

Continued from page 1A

Housing: ‘It’s good news,’ Demings says about housing fund

Miller: He will become deputy chief of the Orange City PD
Continued from page 1A
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Edouard began her ca-
reer in  law enforcement at 
the Orange County Jail, 
where she was a correc-
tions officer for two years. 
Her hobbies include trying 
new foods/restaurants and 
hanging out with friends. 

She said she chose a 
career in law enforcement 
to help create and maintain 
a safe community within 

Apopka.
 
Joel Sanabria 

Joel Sanabria, 36, is 
originally from New Jer-
sey.   Sanabria is a U.S. 
Army veteran with two de-
ployments to Afghanistan 
with the 10th Mountain Di-
vision. 

Prior to applying to 
the Apopka Police Depart-
ment, Sanabria was a dis-
patcher for the Seminole 

County Sheriff’s Office, 
which was what led him to 
wanting to make an even 
bigger difference as a law 
enforcement officer. 

Sananbria has been 
married to his lovely wife 
Jennifer for seven years and 
has two children. Sanabria 
and his wife first moved to 
Apopka in 2017, where his 
wife worked as a ER nurse. 
 
Zakai Patterson 

Zakai Patterson, 20, 
was born in Lakenheath, 
England, and raised in 
Apopka, graduating from 
Wekiva High School in 
2022. His hobbies are digi-
tal art/graphic design, plas-
tic model kits, cars, and 
video games. Patterson 
said he chose the career of 
law enforcement to help re-
inforce the bond within the 
community and inspire the 
youth.

Continued from page 1A

Officers: Backgrounds include Orange 
County Jail and deployment with Army

Commissioner gives out 300 turkeys

About 300 turkeys and meal sides were given to Apopka families at the Thanksgiving Turkey Giveaway 
on Wednesday, November 27, at House Representative for District 39 Doug Bankson’s (center) Victory 
Church on South Park Avenue. The giveaway was presented by City Commissioner Nadia Anderson 
(second from right), and sponsored by Hicks Seafood, Walmart, Berglund Construction, CarePlus Health 
Plans, HTG, Anthony-Smith Law P.A., and the city of Apopka. 

Music to My Mind 
will present “A Holiday 
Journey” on Sunday, 
December 8, at 7:30 p.m. 
at Apopka Community 
Center/ VFW Building, 519 
S. Central Ave., Apopka. 

The audience will 

see community bands, 
the Harmony Symphonic 
Winds and Fusion Jazz 
Ensemble play holiday 
favorites. Tickets are 
$10 for adults and $5 for 
children (cash only). 

December 8 concert is 
by community bands

The city of Apopka 
will be seeking residents’ 
input for upcoming 
improvements to Ocoee 
Apopka Road through a 
public survey launching 
in this month, the city 

announced on its website 
Apopka.gov on Tuesday, 
November 26. A public 
input meeting will also 
be announced to gather 
feedback from residents. 

Public input needed for 
Ocoee Apopka Road
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Apopka Vape, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue

• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
•Lula Mae’s Eatery, Central Ave S.
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
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• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
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 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
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 Wekiva Springs Rd.
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 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
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• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
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 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

Subscribe Online at
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in 
Orange County - delivered with your mail! 

Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 12/31/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 12/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 12/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!
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Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

For many busy 
households, the holiday 
season is a time for fam-
ily, friends, and creating 
memories that will last 
a lifetime. Unfortunately, 
overgrown or dead tree 
branches can dim the 
brightness of your land-
scaping. Maltby’s Tree 
Service & Landscap-
ing can magically trans-
form your property to 
help highlight your home 
and your winter wonder-
land displays. 

Trees are both beau-
tiful and majestic. Trees 
have even helped record 
the history of families as 
the trees grow and de-
velop alongside you and 
your family. Many child-
hood memories include 
the trees in your back-
yard or old neighbor-
hood. The sentimental 
value of a special tree 
is simply immeasurable. 
Tree care, including tree 
trimming, pruning and 
shaping, is an invest-
ment that can lead to 
substantial returns. 

With all the joy and 
benefits people get from 
trees, the importance of 
professional tree care is 
vital to your family and 
property. Well cared for 
trees are attractive and 
will add considerable 
value to your proper-
ty. Appropriate pruning 
techniques are essen-
tial for development of 
strong tree structure and 
desirable form. Poorly 
maintained trees can be 
a significant liability, and 
improper pruning can 
cause long-lasting dam-
age.

“During this sea-
son, it’s important to 
make sure your home 

and property are shin-
ing bright and protected 
from any overgrown or 
damaged trees. Many 
people don’t realize 
there is an issue with 
their trees, and it is im-
portant to identify and 
treat potential problems 
before they result in 
damage to people, prop-
erty, or the trees them-
selves,” stated Maltby’s 
Tree Service & Land-
scaping owner and op-
erator James Maltby.

A tree’s condition 
will determine the safe-
ty and aesthetic value 
of your home and prop-
erty. The Maltby’s Tree 
Service & Landscap-
ing professionals can 
assess any signs of po-
tential tree problems 
and recommend ways to 
maintain healthy, beauti-
ful trees.

Some impor tant 
warning signs of poten-
tial tree trouble can in-
clude: dead, hanging, 
or broken branches; 
and branches that are 
too close to a house or 
structure, or utility wires. 

Proper pruning can re-
duce the risk of damage, 
and crown reduction or 
thinning could reduce 
any wind or storm dam-
age, as wind resistance 
is important for a tree to 
remain standing.

If a tree’s structure 
is found to be damaged 
or unsound, the team at 
Maltby’s Tree Service 
& Landscaping can de-
termine whether mitiga-
tion with cabling and/
or bracing is warranted. 
They can also evaluate 
the impact of removal 
should it become neces-
sary.

Remember to leave 
the trimming up to the 
experts. Trees can be 
very dangerous to re-
move or trim, but prompt 
trimming of any over-
grown branches or in-
jured limb(s) will help en-
courage healthy growth. 
The experts at Maltby’s 
Tree Service & Land-
scaping can assist in 
performing the job in a 
safe and timely manner, 
while reducing further 
risk of damage to the 

tree or your property.
Maltby’s Tree Ser-

vice & Landscaping 
is an established Apop-
ka family business that 
is fully licensed and in-
sured, including Work-
ers’ Compensation on 
all employees. For your 
convenience and peace 
of mind, a management 
team member is always 
on site for all services 
and property evalua-
tions. 

Maltby’s Tree Ser-
vice & Landscaping 
would be happy to quote 
commercial tree trim-
ming or a removal job. 
With over 15 years in 
business, you can rest 
assured you’re in good 
hands with a company 
that prides themselves 
on a job well done.

Let Maltby’s Tree 
Service & Landscap-
ing help make your 
property shine this hol-
iday season. Call them 
today at 321-689-5866 
to set an appointment 
and see why they are a 
leader in their field.  

Advertisement

Maltby’s Tree Service & Landscaping can help maintain the health and aesthetic 
beauty of your trees and yard. Call them soon at 321-689-5866 for a free estimate 
and consultation. 

Maltby’s Tree Service & Landscaping can 
ensure your property is safe and beautiful

CONVENIENT 
WALK-IN

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Samantha Buhler PA-C

Casey Seltzer PA-C
Ashka Patel PA-C

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

Improving quality 
of  life in the 
community

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM • Fri.8-6PM • Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club

• On-Site X-Ray Lab 
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Serving the community     

 for over 30 years

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

We Take Walk-In 
Patients 

7 Days a Week!
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OLD, DO NOT 
USE

parade road closures to 
Florida Hospital Apopka, 
Orange County Fire De-
partment, Lynx Transpor-
tation Florida Highway Pa-
trol, Duke Energy, and Or-
ange County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. 

Road closures from 

8 a.m. until noon will be 
on Forest Avenue between 
Main Street and Third 
Street. 

The following road 
closures will take place 
from 9 a.m. to noon: 

*Park Avenue between 
Main Street and Martin 
Street

*Votaw Road between 

Park Avenue and Christia-
na Avenue

*Third Street between 
Park Avenue and Forest 
Avenue

*Second Street be-
tween Park Avenue and 
Highland Avenue

*First Street between 
Park Avenue and Highland 
Avenue

*Forest Avenue be-
tween Third Street and Oak 
Street

*Orange Street be-
tween Park Avenue and 
Forest Avenue

*Summit Street be-
tween Park Avenue/Central 
Avenue

*Central Avenue be-
tween Summit Street/Mar-

tin Street mid-block of 
Central Avenue

Uniformed officers 
from the Apopka Police 
Department will be posted 
at these locations for assis-
tance if needed. 

The times listed are 
approximate and could be 
shorter or longer depend-
ing on the duration of the 

parade itself. The Apopka 
Police Department will en-
deavor to restore the nor-
mal traffic flow as soon as 
possible, the letter states. 

The 48th annual Apop-
ka Christmas Parade will 
take place on Saturday, De-
cember 14, beginning at 10 
a.m. 

Continued from page 1A

Parade: Police will try to restore normal traffic flow ASAP
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STAY CURRENT WITH APOPKA

Call 407-886-2777

   Honor 
Your 

Loved 
Ones

Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
         End Time Word Ministry
         407-369-0148 
          St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 

         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110
 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

 407-889-7288
Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
          386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

What is the shortest 
verse in the Bible?

(See message above.)

There is very little 
written or known 
definitively about 

Jesus’ adolescence. The 
one story in the Gospels 
which can be dated to 
this period of his life is 
the story of Jesus getting 
lost while he was on a 
pilgrimage with his 
family and them finding 
him discussing with the 
teachers of the law in the 
temple. This story is told 
only in Luke (Luke 2:41-
52), and it mentions that 
he was 12 years old at the 
time. Several things are 
noteworthy about this 
story. The most obvious 
is that what Jesus said 
amazed the people 
listening. The other 
thing that is noteworthy 
is that Jesus appears to 
understand at this point 
that he has a special 
relationship with God, 
that is, that he is a “son of 
God.” He says to his 

parents “Didn’t you know 
I had to be in my Father’s 
house?” (Luke 2:49 NIV) 

It is interesting to 
ponder what it was like 
for Jesus to wonder about 
his relationship with 
God. Did this knowledge 
come to him suddenly or 
only gradually dawn on 
him? 

We can’t know this 
definitively, but the fact 
that at 12 years old Jesus 
is quite confident about 
who his “real father” is 
tells us something, i.e., 
that there must have 
been some awareness of 
his divine mission from a 
very young age. Just as 
Jesus had to come to 
terms with what his 
mission here on earth 
was meant to be, so too 
do we have to wrestle 
and come to terms with 
our mission.

–Christopher Simon

12/06/24

Finding Jesus
in the Temple

“The two most 
important days in your 
life are the day you are 

born and the day you 
find out why.”
-Mark Twain

Finding Jesus
in the Temple

(See message above.)
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house?” (Luke 2:49 NIV) 
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ponder what it was like 
for Jesus to wonder about 
his relationship with 
God. Did this knowledge 
come to him suddenly or 
only gradually dawn on 
him? 

We can’t know this 
definitively, but the fact 
that at 12 years old Jesus 
is quite confident about 
who his “real father” is 
tells us something, i.e., 
that there must have 
been some awareness of 
his divine mission from a 
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do we have to wrestle 
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LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

See Obituary  
on page 10A

Clyde “Wayne” Barrington 
Junior died at home No-
vember 27th 2024. Called 
Wayne by those that knew 
and loved him, he left be-
hind his ex-wife and com-
panion of 44 years Janet 
Sue Pearce of Orlando, his 
daughter Mrs. Stephanie 
Lore of Titusville, his be-
loved grandchildren Nich-
olas Daniels of Denver, 
Mack and Benjamin Lore 
of Titusville and Mina Read 
of Austin.
	 ...

Carolyn Grossenbach-
er Ditch passed away Novem-
ber 14, 2024 in San Pedro, 
CA.  She was born in Apop-
ka, FL, September 26, 1946 to 

Obituaries
Calvin Smoot and Eliz-
abeth Markey Grossen-
bacher.  She was prede-
ceased by her parents, 
her husband, James A. 
Ditch, and brother, John 
C. Grossenbacher.  Sur-
viving siblings are Mary 
G. Frisbie (S. L.) of Bar-
tow, FL, Mark Grossen-
bacher (Joan) and Betsy 
G. Townsend of Apopka; 
children Jennifer J. Ditch 
of San Pedro and James 
R. Ditch of Mission Viejo, 
CA;  grandsons Schroeder 
Ditch, Delano Ditch and 
Nolan Garland; 11 niec-
es and nephews and nu-
merous great nieces and great 
nephews.  

Clyde “Wayne” Barrington Junior died at home November 
27th 2024. Called Wayne by those that knew and loved 
him, he left behind his ex-wife and companion of 44 years 
Janet Sue Pearce of Orlando, his daughter Mrs. Stepha-
nie Lore of Titusville, his beloved grandchildren Nicholas 
Daniels of Denver, Mack and Benjamin Lore of Titusville 
and Mina Read of Austin. A former fi reman and true Jack 
of All Trades, Wayne made a wonderful tapestry for his 
life of his many ventures, many friends and many feuds 
(often one and the same). He will be remembered well 
and missed often. Services to be held at Loomis Funeral 
Home Apopka, Friday 12/06/2024 at 12:00 pm following a 
viewing at 11:00am.

Clyde “Wayne” Barrington Junior
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The 
Crossword 
Puzzle is 
found

on page
2B of this 

newspaper.
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Solutions can be found on page 10A of this newspaper.

12/06/24

Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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C L I C K .  S H I P.  D E L I V E R E D .  D O N E

ORDER TODAY:
844.459.3525

GourmetGiftOffer/MB111X

Use Code: MB111X

REG $74.99$74.99
NOW ONLY 
$56.24
Christmas Gift 
Basket Classic 
#5210

REG $44.99$44.99
NOW ONLY 
$33.74
A Taste of 
Christmas Gift 
Basket #5206

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU
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PUB: 091423-091523

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Events & Entertainment

NEW YEAR’S PARTY, Get Your tickets NOW!
Limited availability. 

Enjoy Live Music, Buffet all Night,
1st 2 drinks & Champagne toast are Free.

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Events & Entertainment 

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Every Monday: Triva, prizes for best team 7pm
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm
Wednesday: Get your New Year’s Party Tickets!
Thursday: Texas Hold’em Poker. 6:30pm
Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!
     With Safia Valines, Singer Extraordinaire 7pm
Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!
     Rock & Rock Man, Jess Farmsworth 7pm
Sunday: Sunday Afternoon Sports.  Come & Enjoy! 

Every Monday: Triva, prizes for best team 7pm
Every Tuesday: Karaoke with Krazy James 7pm
Friday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!
     With Safia Valines, Singer Extraordinaire 7pm
Saturday: LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!
     Rock & Rock Man, Jess Farmsworth 7pm
Sunday: Sunday Afternoon Sports.
     Come & Enjoy! 

* Lunch Specials Every Day, $8, $10, $12. * Lunch Specials Every Day, $8, $10, $12. 

NEW YEAR’S PARTY, Get Your tickets NOW!
Limited availability. 

Enjoy Live Music, Buffet all Night,
1st 2 drinks & Champagne toast are Free.

Dining & Entertainment

By Dr. Phyllis Olmstead
Special to the Chief

Many hundreds of 
hot meals were served 
Thanksgiving week in 
Apopka by people from 
around Central Florida. 

What a blessing it was 
to see our citizens eating 
fresh cooked turkey, ham, 
homemade dressing, cran-
berry sauce, cornbread, 
rolls, pie, cake, hot choco-
late and carrying out bags 
of snacks, drinks, necessi-
ties, clothes, blankets, and 
shoes. 

Sandra and Willie 

Thankful for Thanksgiving service in Apopka
Bell started buying grocer-
ies and supplies in October 
then began cooking days 
ahead of Thanksgiving 
Day. Their extended family 
and friends wrapped their 
arms around them adding 
supplies and support. San-
dra refers to the program as 
Caring Hands of Apopka, a 
grassroots operation. 

The Bells have a 
well-oiled system that has 
evolved over the years of 
service feeding anyone 
wanting a meal three times 
a year. Management from 
ACE Hardware meet Wil-
lie early in the morning on 
the grounds of New Hope 
Baptist Church at East Mi-
chael Gladden Boulevard 
and South Central Avenue 
to prepare for the hive of 
workers at 10 a.m. to serve 
at 11 a.m. 

The citizens arrive and 
the plates full of hot meals 
and treats flow to peo-
ple walking up and driv-

ing through the lot. There 
were 238 overstuffed meal 
boxes of dinners distrib-
uted. Hundreds of bags of 
baked goods were passed 
out from two other tents. 
Housing items were avail-
able this year. 

The 24th of Novem-
ber, the grassroots organi-
zation H.O.P.E. of Apopka 
made up of churches, or-
ganizations, and individu-
als from all around Central 
Florida fed people at Just 
Like Momma’s and distrib-
uted even more meals after-
wards at points of need. The 
warm restaurant was fully 
decorated with Thanksgiv-
ing theme tablecloths and 
decorations made the hun-
gry feel like they were in a 
home. 

As always, there were 
clothes, shoes, blankets, 
personal needs, and bags of 
take-away snacks and food 
from the various organiza-
tions. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
H.O.P.E. was back outside 
on the 1st of December, at 
McGee and Main Street but 
fed many people with even 
more deliveries the next 
day. They had choices from 
many hot soups and chili 
with a variety of sandwich-
es, breads, snacks, and hot 
cocoa. Mmmm.

It would be great to 
find a building with rest-
room for serving for three 
hours every Sunday at 4:30 
in the winter and 5:30 sum-
mer in central Apopka. Do 
you know of one? Also, 
having a heated building 
with a restroom in Apopka 
on cold nights below 45 de-
grees for 12 hours of warm 
sleep for our citizens would 
be wonderful. Volunteers 
are welcome.

F a c e b o o k . c o m /
H.O.P.E.ofApopka   Text 
1-321-900-7593 to volun-
teer or for a facility. Thank 
you. 

By Beverly Winesburgh 
Special to the Chief

Elected officials and 
club members attending the 
Foliage Sertoma Club Lun-
cheon on Tuesday, December 
3, at the Back Room Steak-
house in Apopka presented a 
certificate of appreciation to 
Lisa Curran, Duke Energy 
government and  community 
relations representative for 
Orange and Osceola coun-
ties. 

In October, she facili-
tated funding from the Duke 
Energy Foundation to Foli-
age Sertoma Club of Apopka 
to qualify citizens with dire 

need for financial assistance 
to mediate tree removal and 
hauling from fences, build-
ings, backyards, streets and 
driveways. 

In cooperation with 
Mayor Bryan Nelson’s of-
fice, the Apopka City Com-
missioners and Orange 
County District 2 Commis-
sioner Christine Moore’s of-
fice and staff, nominations 
were submitted to a commit-
tee of the club to qualify and 
review.

The grants were dis-
tributed over the past three 
weeks allowing many recip-
ients to have their large tree 
debris moved to the roadside 

in time for their FEMA pick-
up.  

The good communica-
tion and quick response of 
city and county elected of-
ficials enabled Foliage Ser-
toma Club of Apopka to ex-
pedite getting these Duke 
Foundation funds into the 
hands of needy residents rap-
idly.  

The 50-year-old Foliage 
Sertoma Club’s mission is to 
be of Service to Mankind in 
the Apopka area.  

The Duke Energy Foun-
dation funding was a prime 
example of the many ways 
the club accomplishes that 
on an annual basis.  

Sertoma recognizes Duke Energy
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