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City proposes $28 million Ocoee Apopka Road improvements

By Teresa Sargaent
Apopka Chief Staff

The city conducted a
public input meeting on
Monday, December 9, at
Fran Carlton Center for the
proposed  improvements
on the northern portion
of Ocoee Apopka Road,
an estimated $28 million
project that would improve
the safety and capacity for
current and future users.

The  Ocoee-Apopka
Road Safety Widening

lane divided corridor. The
enhancement would have
medians wide enough to
allow for left-turn lanes and
locations that would allow
left turn lanes.

Along one side of the
upgraded  Ocoee-Apopka
Road would be a multi-use
trail connection that might
connect with the statewide
Shared-Use Non-motorized
(SUN) Trail network. The
project intends to also reha-
bilitate the road’s existing
sidewalks.

At the December 9

Project proposes widening
the 1.8-mile  northern
stretch of Ocoee-Apopka
Road from a two-lane
undivided road to a four-

meeting, Mike Woodward
of Kimley-Horn and As-
sociates discussed details
about the project itself in-

cluding the proposed en-
hancements,
traffic, as well as schedule
and funding. Questions and

safety and

comments were taken af-
ter the presentation. Kim-
ley-Horn and Associates is
the project consultant; city

project manager.

planner Jean Sanchez is the

The |ntersect|on of Ocoee- Apopka Road and Harmon Road, where the proposed improvements are to begin
and go up to Hawthorne Avenue. Seen in the background is AdventHealth Apopka.

divided roadway with no
bicycle facilities or bike

Ocoee-Apopka Road
is currently a two-lane un-

See ROAD Page 7A

City Council adopts ordinance limiting public access to city buildings

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The Apopka City Coun-
cil voted 4-1 at its November 20
meeting on the second reading
and adoption of an ordinance that
limits public access to city build-
ings, with Commissioner Nick
Nesta voting ‘nay’.

The adopted Ordinance No,
3081 authorizes the city admin-
istrator or designees to manage
public access to city buildings by

classifying forum areas and im-
plementing measures to separate
forum areas, regulate access, and
ensure security and privacy.

City attorney Cliff Shepard
clarified to the City Council that
the ordinance is different from a
security policy that the council
members previously adopted and
was subsequently implemented.

“That’s why you’ve seen
signs on the doors and various
other places designated what is
accessible and what is not. It was

made necessary so that all staff
would know how to react in the
situation of someone coming in
and wanting access and knowing
what was appropriate under that
policy and not,” Shepard said.
“What this does as an ordinance,
it codifies some of the things that
are in our policy and specifical-
ly gives the city administrator or
designee or designees the abil-
ity to, upon viewing or observ-
ing a violation of the rules that
are set forth in the ordinance, the

opportunity to ask for a trespass
notice be given or trespass warn-
ing be given by the PD (police
department). Now, this ordinance
doesn’t cover that, but what hap-
pens is once a trespass warning
is given, then it becomes a police
matter.”

Shepard further explained
that a repeat violation could lead
to an arrest, and that Police Chief
Michael McKinley could further
explain that matter to the City
Council. The ordinance’s purpose

Christmas tree lights up park

Photo courtesy of city of Apopka

The city hosted its Apopka Tree Lighting on Friday, December 6, at Kit Land Nelson Park as the commu-
nity comes together to celebrate the holiday season. The family-friendly event featured holiday music, lo-
cal vendors, and fun activities for kids. Craft vendors will be stationed around the park, offering a variety of
unique holiday gifts. Pictured in front of the Christmas tree at Kit Land Nelson Park are (I to r) City Com-
missioner Alexander H. Smith, Mayor Bryan Nelson, City Commissioner Nadia Anderson, City Commission-
er Diane Velazquez, and City Commissioner Nick Nesta.

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

tersection.

is to “de-escalate and just get the
person to stop doing whatever it
is that they’re doing,” Shepard
said.

Resident Leroy Bell spoke
about not being in favor of the
new policy. He doesn’t feel like
this security policy is needed and
that employees are safe regard-
less of a security policy or not, ac-
cording to meeting minutes.

“I don’t think that you got

See ACCESS Page 3A

Plat approved for
possible affordable
housing, public park

On Tuesday, December 10, the Apopka Planning
Commission recommended approval of a plat, which pro-
poses creating four single-family lots and a community
park on a city-owned land located on the northeast cor-
ner of the East Eighth Street/South Highland Avenue in-

To be developed as a Community Redevelopment
Area (CRA) project, the intent is to sell the four lots to an
affordable housing building and then preserve a communi-
ty park, according to city planner Bobby Howell.

The 0.83-acre community park will be located in the
northern portion of the parcel, and the four lots—each 0.22
to 0.17 acres in size—are adjacent to East Eighth Street.
Access to the lots is provided via South Highland Avenue
and East Eighth Street.

Located downtown, the Apopka Community Redevel-
opment Area is comprised of 633 acres and has a mix of
residences, businesses, and historic properties. The area is
bound on the south by 10th and 11th Streets, Hawthorne

See PLAT Page 5A

through December 8.

The Apopka Fire Department and Apopka Police Department, in partnership with Re-Imagine Communities, hosted the Apopka Read-

Photos courtesy of Apopka Fire Department
ing Heroes Scholastic Book Fair on December 7, at Apopka Fire Station No. 5. The online shop was also available from December 1
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Apopka Event of the Week

The Apopka Area Chamber of Com-
merce will host Business After Hours
on Thursday, December 19, from 5:30-
7 p.m., at the Hilton Garden Inn Apop-
ka, 580 E. Main Street. This is a free
event, but patrons must register. Busi-
ness After Hours features live music,
appetizers and a cash s bar. Call 407-
886-1441 for additional information.

The Apopka Chief

December 13, 2024, Page 2A

Opinion

Quotable

In this case, Congress stip-
ulated in federal law “that non-
qualified aliens are prohibited
from receiving any federal pub-
lic benefit,” he said.

Florida is one of 19 states to
ask for federal law to be followed
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Federal court rules against DACA,
this time related to health care

By Bethany Blankley
The Center Square

Another federal court has ruled
against the federal program, De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als (DACA), arguing a Biden ad-
ministration plan to provide free
health care to DACA recipients is
illegal.

It’s the fourth time a federal
judge has recently ruled against a
program created by former Presi-
dent Barack Obama through execu-
tive order in 2012.

DACA shielded children from
deportation who were brought into
the country illegally by their par-
ents. The program has been in liti-
gation for 12 years. A federal judge
has twice ruled that DACA is ille-
gal. The most recent ruling was in
a multi-state lawsuit led by Texas
to end DACA once and for all, The
Center Square reported. The U.S.
Supreme Court is ultimately ex-
pected to decide that case.

Under the Biden administration,
the Centers for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services issued a rule autho-
rizing CMS to provide free health
care through the taxpayer-fund-
ed Affordable Care Act, otherwise
known as Obamacare, to DACA re-
cipients. Federal law generally pro-
hibits illegal foreign nationals from
receiving federal benefits. The ACA
explicitly states “that an alien has
to be lawfully present in the United
States to receive subsidized health
insurance.”

The CMS rule redefined the le-
gal term for lawfully present to in-
clude DACA recipients, prompting
15 states to sue in August, led by
Kansas Attorney General Kris Ko-
bach.

Kobach filed the lawsuit in U.S.
District Court for the District of
North Dakota Western Division.
He was initially joined by 14 attor-
neys general, which later expanded
to 19.

In October, he made his case
before the court, arguing, “Illegal
aliens shouldn’t get a free pass into
our country. They shouldn’t receive
taxpayer benefits when they arrive,
and the Biden-Harris administration

shouldn’t get a free pass to violate
federal law.”

On Monday, Judge Daniel
Traynor agreed, granting the coali-
tion’s request for a preliminary in-
junction.

In his 18-page ruling, he said
the coalition had “shown likelihood
of success on the merits because
CMS acted contrary to law. Plain-
tiffs are likely to suffer irreparable
harm from the expenses associated
with carrying out the rule.”

“As it currently stands, the ACA
does not allow federal healthcare
subsidies or coverage for aliens
who are unlawfully present in the
United States,” he pointed out. He
also reiterated what the Fifth Cir-
cuit has maintained: “it is for Con-
gress to determine who qualifies for
lawful presence status, not agen-
cies.”

In this case, Congress stipulat-
ed in federal law “that non-qualified
aliens are prohibited from receiving
any federal public benefit,” he said.
CMS’s action circumvented con-
gressional authority, Traynor said.
“CMS only has authority to deter-
mine if aliens fit into one of those
established categories, not create a
new one.”

In response, Kobach said, “This
decision is a big win for the rule of
law. Congress never intended that
illegal aliens should receive Obam-
acare benefits. Indeed, two laws
prohibit them from receiving such
benefits. The Biden administration
tried to break those laws. But we
fought back and defeated the Biden
Justice Department.”

The regulation would have
made more than 200,000 DACA re-
cipients eligible for ACA coverage
at the taxpayers’ expense.

Numerous reports suggest be-
tween 700,000 and 800,000 DACA
recipients live in the U.S. The Los
Angeles Times reports there are
578,680 on record with the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices as of March 2023.

In June, President Joe Biden an-
nounced he was expanding deporta-

See DACA Page 6A
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Hopefully, one more group will join

This is the third col-
umn reflecting on the
2024 Corridor of the Year
Contest and Neighbor-
hood Leader Program.
The program currently has
four functioning groups
in Lockhart, Pine Hills,
Southern Apopka, and
Northeastern Apopka. My
hope for my final full year
as a county commission-
er is that I will be able to
stand up one more “people
group”.

Time will tell if it is
PODA - People of Down-
town Apopka or PONA —
People of North Apopka.

Members of the Or-
ange County Public Works
staff were recognized at the
awards night as they were
an integral part of the pro-
gram. | received this e-mail

Filed bill cuts

Tallahassee, FL. —

Today, (December 9,
2024) Senator Randy Fine
(R-Melbourne Beach) filed
SB 90 to repeal a 2014
state law offering illegal
immigrants heavily subsi-
dized in-state tuition rates
at Florida’s 12 state univer-
sities and 28 state colleges.
In 2021, the State of Flor-
ida reported the subsidy
cost taxpayers $45 million.

“President Trump has
made clear it is time to
close the border and stop
giving illegal immigrants
rewards for breaking the
law,” said Fine. “While
blue-collar Floridians are
struggling to make ends
meet, it is not fair to re-
quire them to pay $45 mil-
lion a year to subsidize
sweetheart deals for col-

County Commissioner
District 2

Christine Moore

from a top manager in the
department the morning af-
ter the award presentation.
The writer was noticing the
atmosphere and collabora-
tion with members of the
District 2 Leaders Group.
“While I sat and lis-
tened, I was unaware of
how much Commissioner
Moore involves herself and
her staff and inspires pride
in her District community.
I’m blown away to see how

much community spirit and
the support they give each
other. If you have never
been (to a meeting), it’s a
must see. The energy in the
room was remarkable, and
it was a great experience
for me. I truly have a new
respect for Commissioner
Moore and her staff. This
is the stuff that needs to be
on the news as they all de-
serve recognition for what
they do.”

I was equally blown
away by the content of this
e-mail. There was much
love and support between
neighbors in the room.
How did this come about?
Was it part of the program
design? Was it something I
or my staff did? This e-mail

See MOORE Page 6A

$45M for illegal immigrants

lege degrees to those who
should not even be here.”

Students from the oth-
er 49 states and Puerto
Rico pay full price to at-
tend Florida’s top-rated
colleges and universities,
nearly three times the sub-
sidized Florida resident
rates. The average cost
for in-state tuition for the
2024-2025 school year is
$6,143, according to the
State University System of
Florida.

The University of
Florida, for example,
charges $6,381 for in-state
tuition versus $28,658 for
out-of-state, according to
US News & World Report.

“This is a no-brainer
way to reduce the size of
government and free up
resources to help Florid-

ians in need. We must put
Floridians first, and I am
proud to do my part to re-
balance the scales for our
citizens,” said Fine.

A 2021 American
Community Survey as-
sessed by the American
Immigration Council re-
vealed that 408,000 illegal
immigrants attend college
in the United States. Flor-
ida is ranked third behind
Texas and New Jersey for
the number of illegal aliens
attending colleges or uni-
versities here.

SB 90 would not mod-
ify the admission policies
of Florida’s state colleges
and universities; it would
simply eliminate the subsi-
dized rate that was written
into state law in 2014.

This Week In God’s Word

Truly he is my rock and my salvation;
he is my fortress, | will not be shaken.
Psalm 62:6

Don’t mock a pain you

haven’t endured.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23, ¢
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, %
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An

County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to #&it5/
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

The school of hard knocks becomes the best teaching experience

Previously written and

learn a lot faster through

published. With our incom-
ing president making deci-
sions about fellow leaders,
this column reminds read-
ers about changes.

The older I get, the
more understanding I have

the school of hard knocks,
the cost requires flesh
more than money. Some-
times wisdom is evident
by the scars that are car-
ried by a person, and yet
there are times when scars
are there because the les-

about my lack of knowl-
edge. It was told to me,
“The older you get the
more wisdom you gain.”
Somewhere I must have
lost my way, as I do not feel
any wiser, just older! I am
not complaining though, it
beats the alternative. Some

Ike Hayden k

of my youthful exuberance
has led me into many learn-
ing experiences that al-
most have to be learned by
“hands on.”

I tell my children that
a college degree costs a lot
of money, and although we

son was not fully learned
the first time. The secret is,
never stop trying. When the
trial gets so hard you can-
not see your way out, I like
the advice given by Tom

T. Hall. He said, “Knuckle
down, buckle down, do it,
do it, do it!” Remember the

Grand Canyon started be-
cause of a small stream that
persevered.

Our nation is in tur-
moil, and it seems that ev-
ery effort we make toward
sanity seems futile. When
I compare what we are ex-
periencing today with what
our Constitution guarantees
us as citizens of the greatest
nation of the world, I see a
vast discrepancy.

For instance, the pre-
amble of our Constitution
states: “We the People of
the United States, in Or-
der to form a more perfect

Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquil-
ity, provide for the com-
mon defense, promote the
general Welfare, and secure
the Blessings of Liberty to
ourselves and our Posterity,
do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United
States of America.”

Our “more perfect
Union” is to be established
by “We the People.” That
means all of us, not a cho-
sen few. That Union is to
be formed for the secur-
ing of the rights given to
us by our Creator; not giv-

en by the Union. The gov-
ernment today is dictating
to us what rights we have,
not defending them. This
administration has taken
away or distorted our rights
to the point our nation al-
most resembles a Socialist/
Marxist regime. Our “com-
mon defense” is slowly be-
ing bastardized by making
it a social experiment, not
a fighting, protecting mili-
tary.

Our police forces are
being made to second-

See HAYDEN Page 6A
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Access: Residents say there’s
no need for security policy

Continued from page 1A

people here in Apopka that
want to harm anybody here
in the city of Apopka,” Bell
said. “What you do with
this, you got your crack-
pot police department. Go
check their records. How
many times had they came
up into the city hall and pull
somebody off of an em-
ployee? How many times
have it happened? It’s nev-
er happened.”

Resident Dr. Phyllis
Olmstead spoke about an
email she sent providing al-
ternatives to protecting City
Hall. She spoke about re-
questing public records and
personal information laws
regarding such, according
to meeting minutes.

“This is supposed to be
the people’s place. We used
to be able to have procla-
mations in the atrium and
Christmas carols, deco-
rations, and people could
come in and enjoy the atri-
um and access and the back
door of the mayor’s office,”
Olmstead said. “I could
walk in and sit down and
wait for Uncle John (Land,
late former mayor) to come
in to see me without an in-
vitation. I could sit down
and wait for him to come
back in from a meeting and
I could walk into (late city
administrator) Ed Bass’s
office and sit down with
him. It’s unfortunate we
can’t do that anymore.”

Resident Sylves-
ter Hall spoke about City

Hall and public areas and
this security policy pre-
vents people having access
to a public building that
one should be able to walk
around freely without limi-
tations. He doesn’t feel like
there are any threats to em-
ployees that require this se-
curity policy, according to
meeting minutes.

“This is a public build-
ing. This is a city hall. Ev-
erywhere you go, you walk
around, you can walk in,”
Hall said. “What if I want-
ed to bring my daughter to
city hall? Let’s do a tour,
see how the city works. So,
she comes in and see the
city on lockdown and for
what reason? None what-
soever.”

Fri., Dec. 13, 2024 thru

Sun., Dec. 15, 2024

KRAVEN THE
HUNTER (R) 12:10;
3:30; 4:10; 7:00; 9:40;
10:20

THE LORD OF THE
RINGS: THE WAR OF
THE ROHIRRIM
(PG-13) 12:30; 1:00;
3:50; 6:20; 7:10; 10:30

MOANA 2 (PG) 12:20;

1:10; 3:40; 4:20; 6:40;
7:20; 9:50
GLADIATOR II(R)
11:40A; 3:10; 6:50;
10:10
WICKED(PG) 12:00;
3:00; 6:30; 9:30; 10:00
RED ONE (PG-13)
11:50A; 3:20; 7:30;
10:40

TUES. VALUE DAYS

NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX

with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

WEKIVA

RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

2 | VFW POST 10147
| 519 S. Central Ave., Apopka
invites you to its 3rd Saturday

FUNDRAISING

BREAKFAST |
SAT., DEC. 21
8 a.m.-10 a.m.

« Scrambled Eggs
+ Sausage Links «
* Biscuits and Gravy

* Orange Juice * Coffee « Water

ALL FOR $7.00!

Children under 5 free with paid adult

e Door Prizes -
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7
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Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka

WREATHS will be placed on veterans’
headstones in Edgewood-Greenwood
Cemetery at noon, Sat., Dec. 14 q

Volunteers are needed

At

Pancakes
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Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

The Way
| See It

Patti
Bankson

A Return
to Sanity?

Just when | think com-
mon sense and sanity may
be returning to our coun-
try, something or someone
comes along to make me
question my own grasp on
reality. The idea that some-
one’s view of an industry,
based on how good or
badly they’ve been treated
by someone within that
industry, warrants — or ex-
cuses - criminal behavior, is
insanity.

| was reminded of that
warped perspective by
some who have sided with
the suspected murderer of
Brian Thompson, United
Health Care CEO.

Police have arrested
Luigi Mangione, an lvy
League graduate, show-
ing that criminals can come
from any background. He
was allegedly in possession
of a 3-D-printed “ghost”
pistol and what law enforce-
ment called a manifesto,
against corporate America.
He also has a letter that
said, “I do apologize for any
strife or trauma but it had to
be done. These parasites
had it coming. | acted alone.
I’'m self-funded.”

According to CNN, the
message declared violence
to be the only viable form
of protest and showed con-
tempt for nonviolent action.
Timesnownews.com and
The New York Post

Apparently, the sus-
pect’s internet supporters
seem to think his (alleged)
act was justified because,
in his/their view, the medical
insurance industry is bad, or
wrong.

If you’ve ever been
without medical insurance
because you couldn’t afford
it, or you’ve had it, but were
dealt with unfairly — been
charged too much or been
denied a claim — you might
agree.

Having had my own
issues with the industry, |
understand, but | also un-

derstand that it doesn’t
give anyone a license to
kill. ... there has to be a line
drawn somewhere, whether
for an industry that doesn’t
know how to behave, or for
someone with a grievance
against an industry, which
seems to be the case here.

It’s not surprising that
people on the internet are
supporting him ... never
mind that when he was
found he had things all in-
nocent people carry around
with them (she says, sar-
castically): several fake IDs,
the homemade pistol listed
above, and a silencer. Some
of his supporters are en-
couraging a boycott of all
McDonalds in that Penn-
sylvania area. There have
even been threats against
the worker there whose
recognition of him helped
in his capture, one saying,
“vou will be dealt with”;
others calling that person a
“snitch” and a “rat”. Those
names are a far cry from a
childish “tattle tale”, and are
more commonly used in a
place that’s a far cry from a
playground.

Of course, this is not
the first time the “masses”,
if you will, have shown up
and lifted their voices to
protest, basically, the rules
that we, as a supposed civi-
lized society, have said we
support. Somewhere along
the line, Americans weren’t
taught and helped to real-
ize what it means to live in
a country where a Consti-
tution gives all its citizens
freedom to make their own
decisions, choose their own
destiny. Commit a crime, or
not. Is it perfect? Not at all.
But, is it better than living
in some third world coun-
try, where we have NO say
in anything? Yes, it is. Why
else do people from all over
the globe, risking life and
limb, come here in droves?

I'll say it again ... we are
supposed to be a civilized
society, but, unfortunately,
all too often, you’d be hard
put to find any evidence to
support that view, but ...
Support criminal behavior?
Oh, sure! Support civilized
and lawful behavior? No
way!

We’d like to know
What YOU think?
barefootwahine1 @yahoo.com
©2024 Patti Bankson

The Best Compliment
You Can Give Is A Referral.
Please support these local businesses

and organizations.

(

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

~\

v Covid Screens

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screening Nationally
v Titer Testing

v New Transferrin Gold TB Test
Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

www.workplacescreening.com

Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you

Ministries of Good Life

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM.
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris ® 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

.\Wafch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings! /‘

O

Lawn Maintenance
Pressure Washing
Yard Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Total Ground Maintenance
212912501

www.faithworkstotalground.com

Licensed & Insured

State Certified

Emergency Services
Available After Hours

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL
32798

RSR

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential &S Investment Real Estate

* Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Your business makes
our business successful.
You are important to us.

Give us a call
and put us to work!

407-886-2777
or visit:

TheApopkaChief.com

Please Support These Businesses

& Service Organizations.

They Care About You & Are Investing in the Community.

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

The Mt. Dora Lions
Club will use your
recyclable eye glasses
for the program
“Project Right to
Sight.”

Foliage Sertoma
Club of Apopka
(407) 832-2627 &

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,
will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

P\
SERTOMA

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers
or Apopka Office Supply at

4

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka

407-886-2777

sight or hearing for so MANY.

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka
Office Supply) would like to thank the generous
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call407-753-7287

to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
—— |
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Construction will start on Lake Apopka Connector Trail

This week, Orange
County Public Works is-
sued a Notice to Proceed
on the Lake Apopka Con-
nector Trail project in the

northern portion of the
county, paving the way for
a new section of trail that
connects two existing trails,
the county announced on

LET US TELL YOUR

BUSINESS STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com
or call 407-886-2777 to find out about
our Business Profile program.
Visit www.theapopkachief.com
Helping you is our business!

CAC1817219

HVAC

PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES

Duct Cleaning

Attic Insulation

HVAC Maintenance
and Istallation

Equipment and Duct Repair

407-489-5060

More Info
@ www.nicksacandheat.com

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

ﬁ) Lake Apopka

" INQtural Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

In This
Holy

Season

May the light of His
love shine down upon
you and your family
during this season of
enlightenment,

and may the
true meaning
of the yuletide

reside

within you at
. Christmas.

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
Phone: 407-889-4455
Fax: 407-889-4121

Tuesday, December 10.

Construction should be
complete, and the Connec-
tor Trail open to the public
by March 2026.

Crews will construct
a 3.23-mile multi-use trail
connecting the existing
West Orange Trail along
McCormick Road to the
Lake Apopka Loop Trail at

Magnolia Park in Apopka.
The asphalt pavement/con-
crete trail will vary from 10
to 14-feet wide, allowing
pedestrians and bicyclists
alike to safely and comfort-
ably use the trail.

The project also in-
cludes a 100-foot board-
walk section in the North-
west Orange Water Recla-

mation Facility segment.
There will also be two rest
areas provided with this
project, along with new pe-
destrian/bicycle picket rail-
ing, fences and gates.
Other improvements
associated with the project
include drainage improve-
ments, curb and gutter re-
construction along Ocoee

Apopka Road, resurfacing
of S.R. 429 entrance and
exit ramps, and new inlets
and storm pipes.

Two segments of the
Trail were completed as
part of the Wynwood and
Oak Pointe North develop-
ments and are already open
to the public.

Over 1,000 students participate in
STEM event at Apopka High School

More than 1,000 stu-
dents showcased their sci-
ence, technology, engi-
neering and math expertise
at the annual OCPS Super
STEM event last Saturday,
December 7, at Apopka
High School.

The two newest com-
petitions are a high school
forensics challenge and a
VEX 1Q robotics (grades
3-8). In the forensics chal-
lenge, participants used

their scientific skills to
identify and analyze evi-
dence.

Participants will con-
duct a fingerprint match,
poison test, shoe print test,
and type a blood sample.

To complete the chal-
lenge, teams will conduct
the tests and answer ques-
tions related to the evi-
dence. The team with the
most points wins.

In the VEX IQ com-

petition, teams of students
design and build a robot
to compete against other
teams in a game-based en-
gineering challenge. Stu-
dents will use their STEM
skills, such as teamwork,
communication, critical
thinking, and creativity to
create and operate their ro-
bot.

More than 60 schools
competed for titles in 14
different events. In addi-

tion to forensics and VEX
1Q, additional competitions
include VEX V5 robotics
(high school), drone mak-
er challenge, LEGO SPIKE
challenge, water bottle
rocket, balsa wood bridge
competition, egg drop,
mousetrap car, STEAM es-
say and posters, energy-
inspired art, energy-trans-
fer machine, junior solar
spring, and STEM fair.

Your Guide to Local Businesses

Looking head: Embracing Sustainable

Energy with Direct-Use Natural Gas

As 2024 comes to a
close, sustainability will
continue to be a major
point of emphasis when
it comes to shaping the
future of energy in the
United States. At Lake
Apopka Natural Gas
District (LANGD), we're
proud to deliver not only
a reliable and affordable
energy source but also
one of great efficiency
for the communities we
serve.

Most people are fa-
miliar with natural gas
and may have even
used it in their homes or
businesses, but lesser
known is its role in min-
imizing our carbon foot-
print. At the District, we
are committed to edu-
cating our customers
and communities about
natural gas’ eco-friendly
benefits.

If you didn’t know,
natural gas is a natural-
ly odorless, combusti-
ble mixture of simple hy-
drocarbon compounds,
usually found in under-
ground reservoirs. It is
the cleanest burning fos-
sil fuel and accounts for
about 43 percent of the
energy use in the Unit-
ed States (U.S. Energy
Information Administra-
tion).

According to Natural
Gas Intelligence, natural
gas releases 45 percent
less carbon dioxide than
coal and 30 percent less
than oil. It plays an im-

N
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If you are considering making the switch to natural gas, please contact the
LANGD marketing team at (407) 656-2734 ext. 307 or marketing@langd.org,
or visit www.langd.org for more information on natural gas service for your

home, business or vehicle.

portant role in reducing
air pollution and green-
house gas emissions.
Natural gas appliances
like ovens, water heat-
ers, clothes dryers, and
more can help you be
more energy efficient
while also saving you
money.

In addition to its eco-
friendly characteris-
tics, natural gas comes
with many other bene-
fits, such as cost sav-
ings and reliability. Ac-
cording to the American
Gas Association, natu-
ral gas consumers save
an average of $1,132
on energy bills annu-
ally compared to those
who solely use electric-
ity. During times when
power is out, customers
with natural gas servic-
es retain the simple lux-
uries of hot water, well-
cooked foods, and heat-
ed homes 24 hours a

day.

At LANGD, we are
committed to expand-
ing access to direct-use
natural gas and enhanc-
ing our infrastructure to
meet the evolving ener-
gy needs of our growing
communities. This year’s
passage of new ordi-
nances in Winter Gar-
den and Apopka solidi-
fies natural gas as a re-
liable energy option, en-
suring future residents
can enjoy an affordable,
efficient, and environ-
mentally friendly ener-
gy source from day one.
We’re proud to cham-
pion policies that em-
power our communities
to embrace sustainable
energy solutions and
take meaningful strides
toward a greener future.

Switching to natu-
ral gas is one of the sim-
plest and most impactful
steps you can take to re-
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duce your carbon foot-
print. Whether it's heat-
ing your home, cooking
your meals, drying your
clothes, or fueling your
water heater, natural
gas delivers unmatched
efficiency and reliability,
all while producing few-
er emissions than alter-
native energy sources.
Together, we can build a
more sustainable future
for our community and
the generations to come.
Ready to reduce
your carbon footprint
and make the switch to
natural gas? For more
information on natu-
ral gas service for your
home, business or ve-
hicle, please contact the
District marketing team
at (407) 656-2734 x307,
marketing @langd.org or
visit www.langd.org.
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Plat: CRA properties undergo different legal process of transfer

Continued from page 1A

Avenue to the west, Oak
Street to the north, and sec-
tions of multiple streets to
the east, including, but not
limited to, Highland Ave-
nue, Monroe Avenue, and
Alabama Avenue.

The local government
created the Apopka CRA
Board to direct the agen-
cy. This board comprises
Apopka City Council mem-
bers, an Orange County
Board of County Commis-
sioners representative, and
other individuals appointed
by the local government.

Planning Commission-
er Robert Ryan asked How-
ell about accessibility to the
community park as well as

whether the land would be
auctioned off or sold.

Howell explained
that the Community Re-
development Agency and
the Apopka City Council
would have to deem the
property as surplus prop-
erty before it could be sold.

“Well, my concern is
there’s been a couple of
properties that were sold at
50 percent of market val-
ue,” Ryan replied to How-
ell. “Another one was al-
most sold at 50 percent
market value. How do we
prevent this? How do we
get market value out of this,
out of our tax money prop-
erty?”

Howell said he didn’t
think he was prepared to

answer Ryan’s question
about the property’s mar-
ket, but the Planning Com-
mission meeting was fo-
cused on the plat.

“But as far as mar-
ket value, I mean, apprais-
als are done on properties
when they’re sold,” How-
ell said. “So that would be
how that would be done,
based on our appraisal. We,
the city, have appraisals of
properties done, and then
when they’re sold off, they
would use the appraised
value to help base the sale
price off of it.”

Ryan brought up a pre-
vious problem the city had
with one property, which
was appraised at $2.5 mil-
lion only for an interested

otherwise through review-
ing a set of procedures for
the transaction, according
to Hand.

buyer to offer between $5
million and $6 million for
the parcel when the land
was sold to someone else
for $2 million. However,
the deal fell through. How-
ell said that situation won’t
apply to the Eighth Street
plat because it only has four
lots.

There is a specific le-
gal process CRAs must
follow regarding the alien-
ation of properties consid-

cess that requires solicita-
tion of proposals, and prop-
erties can only be sold at
less than market value un-
less a governing body says

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

ered for redevelopment, e HEALTH

city attorney Anthony Hand e MEDICARE
explained to the Planning e CREMATION
Commission. In property e ACCIDENT
law, alienation is the volun- e DENTAL

tary act of a property owner e LIFE

to dispose of or transfer the

property.
Particularly, the pro-

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
SE HABLA ESPANOL
Compass Health Insurance.com

Need to send or
receivea FAX?

Use our fax:
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

AOS

407-889-4455

3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)
Your Local Agency for

Florida Blue &Y

community
health
G‘“gb centers
& Pediatrics OB/GYN
s FamilyMedicine () Dental
(4} Intemal Medicine [ Pharmacy

AFFORDABLE HEALTHCARE
FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY!

407-905-8827

225 E 7TH ST, APOPKA, FL 32703

00

CENTERS THROUGHOUT CENTRAL FLORIDA!

Wekiwa Springs Baptist Church

Would like to invite you
and your family to join us

Sunday schoo
Sunday mornmg service @ 10:15am
Evening service:
Sunday/Wednesday @ 6:00pm

Worship music and message
from GOD’s word

Everyone welcome!

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 - www.wsbcapopka.org

The Public Is Invited To

An a cappella quartet from The Dickens Carolers will
provide a 50-minute Christmas carols concert
at Graceworx Community Church?

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 AT 11:30 A-M:. %/
CONCERT IS FREE; NO RESERVATIONS REQUIRED / L

~~ COME AND ENJOY!
GRACEWORX CoMMUNITY CHURCH .,_.' R

(Which meets in the facilities of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church)

9913 BEear Lake Roap, Arorka, FL 32703
For more details, call 321-228-4599.
Photo courtesy of The Dickens Carolers.

e

s100 PUBL

Take a few minutes to complete our short reader
survey and you could win a $100 gift card to Publix.
The questions are easy and your opinion

is important to us!

For rules please visit https://theapopkachief.com/contest-rules/

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief swww.TheApopkaChief.com + 407-886-2777

What if help was
around the corner?

Bundle home & auto

o StateFarmr

Shren Yeager

CHUET)

Agent

49 E 3rd St Ste A
Apopka, FL 32703-4245

Bus: 407-880-3167
www.theyeagerbomb.com

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

StateFarm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company. StateFarm Indemnity Company..
StateFarm Fire and Casuallty Company. StateFarm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

StateFarm County Mutuaal Insurance Company of Texas, StateFarm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

StateFarm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

With all of life’s stress, it’s understandable that some people de-
lay picking a health plan. Yet getting coverage has never been
easier, more important, and even more affordable.

During this year’s open enrollment season, some may need to
select a different plan, and everyone should review their cov-
erage, budget, and health needs. To get a Health Insurance
Marketplace plan that starts January 1, 2025, you have to enroll
by December 15. Don’t worry, 94% of Floridians who enrolled in
a Marketplace plan this year received financial assistance1 and
more than a third of them paid $10 a month or less after that
assistance.2

Florida Blue has local agents who can help you check if you
qualify for a subsidy and explore other ways to save you money.
By phone, virtually, or in person at a neighborhood Florida Blue
Center, licensed specialists will help you pick the plan that’s
best for you and includes the doctors and hospitals you want.

None of us plans to get sick or hurt. Waiting until the last min-
ute, or until it’s too late, is not the answer. So, call 877-352-
5830 or go to FloridaBlue.com and get started on your 2025
health and wellness journey with Florida Blue, your health solu-
tions partner.

1+ HEALTH INSURANCE MARKETPLACES 2023 OPEN ENROLLMENT REPORT (cms.gov)
2: 2022 OEP State-Level Public Use File
https://www.cms.gov/research-statistics-data-systems/marketplace-products/2022-marketplace-
open-enrollment-period-public-use-files

Florida Blue

Florida Blue is a trade name of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida Inc.
a an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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Bain working to make the transition to former State Attorney occur smoothly

ORANGE COUNTY-

State Attorney for the
Ninth Judicial Circuit An-
drew Bain committed to a
smooth transition of his seat
back to former State Attor-
ney Monique Worrell, who
was suspended by Gov. Ron
DeSantis in 2023.

“I want to provide clar-
ity that Monique Worrell
will take office on January
7, 2025, and that my term
will end January 6, 2025,”
Bain wrote in an email to
his employees Monday.

“It is my intention to
provide any assistance I can

to ensure the office contin-
ues to operate smoothly for
the benefit of our communi-
ty during this transition,” he
said. “It is also my expecta-
tion that every member of
the office will do the same.”
The Monday email
followed a separate email
Bain, an independent, sent
to his employees Sunday
night, titled “The Future is
Uncertain,” which led to re-
ports claiming Bain would
not support Worrell, a Dem-
ocrat, in taking back the
Ninth Judicial Circuit seat.
“While I accept the re-

sults of the election and
wish to do everything I can
to ensure the Office is suc-
cessful going forward, I do
not yet feel I can assist her
in that transition because
of the clear [suspension of]
Ms. Worrell pursuant to Ar-
ticle 1V, Section 7 of the
Florida Constitution,’Bain
wrote.

Bain wrote in the Sun-
day email that the executive
order does not provide a
time limit on Worrell’s sus-
pension and neither does the
Florida Constitution.

However, he said he is

DACA: Biden’s plan struck down

Continued from page 2A

tion protections for DACA recipi-
ents and streamlining request waiv-
ers to make it easier for them to ob-
tain temporary visas, The Center

Square reported.

Last month, a federal judge
struck down Biden’s amnesty plan,
squashing his attempt to expand
DACA provisions, The Center

Square reported.

DACA supporters argue re-
cipients should be granted citizen-
ship, claiming they contribute to the
U.S. economy and are constructive

members of society.

Others argue those with crimi-

nal records, at a minimum, should

be deported. Within the first five
years of the program, nearly 80,000
DACA recipients were released into
the U.S. with arrest records, The

Center Square reported.

Attorneys general in the co-
alition represent the states of Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Idaho, Indiana,
Iowa, Florida, Missouri, Montana,

Nebraska, New Hampshire, North

Dakota, Ohio, South Carolina,
South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas,
and Virginia.

With weeks left in the adminis-

tration, CMS is unlikely to appeal

the case.
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“guided” by the Florida Su-
preme Court’s opinion in
Jackson v. Desantis from
2019, and “particularly Jus-
tice Logoa’s concurrence
directly stating that a Gov-
ernor’s order of suspension
is only resolved by an order
rescinding the suspension or
a hearing and decision from
the Florida Senate.”

“I have not yet received
an order from the Governor
rescinding [the executive
order], and Ms. Worrell nev-
er requested a Senate hear-
ing,” Bain wrote. “Without
one of these things, I do not

feel I can lawfully assist in
a transition to an individu-
al whose lawful suspension
was affirmed by the Florida
Supreme Court.”

“We are living through
an unprecedented legal
event without clear an-
swers,” he wrote. “While
I will immediately comply
with an order of the Gover-
nor rescinding his prior ex-
ecutive order, I do not know
if or when that will come.”

The governor’s of-
fice previously said that the
main factors that played
into the suspension of Wor-

rell included Worrell avoid-
ing minimum mandatory
sentencing for gun crimes
and drug trafficking offens-
es, while limiting charges
for child pornography and
ignoring “valid and appli-
cable” sentencing enhance-
ments.

Since taking over, Bain
targeted repeat offend-
ers, enacted a new violent
crimes unit and made other
sweeping changes.

The Ninth Judicial
Circuit primarily centers
around Orange County.

Moore: Comaraderie is necessary

Continued from page 2A

has inspired me to consid-
er how the collaborative
atmosphere in District 2
came about.

The answer given
to me by most of those I
asked is that I show up and
contribute to their events.
While the groups are grow-
ing and building out their
talent and a strong board of
directors, my staff and I fill
in with completing tasks
and duties. My goal is al-
ways for them to be suc-
cessful and eventually fully
interdependent on one an-
other. And yes, I did take
several leadership class-
es, one from Harvard and
another from the Florida
Association of Counties
to learn how to lead such
wonderful people.

Yes, I plan clean-ups
for the younger teams and
often recruit auxiliary or-
ganizations to assist. My
staff, particularly Linda
and Roy, make hundreds
of phone calls, send thou-
sands of texts and emails,
and routinely post graphics
on social media inclusively
inviting people to join the
effort. And obviously, we
honor and reward partici-
pation.

But I truly don’t think
this is the whole story.
Many organizations use
similar models and de-
velop comradery amongst
their members. I'm still re-
searching the “why” we are
so supportive of one anoth-
er and our respective com-
munities in District 2.

Also, included in my
analysis is consideration
that there are certain sec-
tions of the district that
don’t enjoy this same co-
maraderie as Lockhart,
Wekiwa Springs, Clarcona-
Ocoee, or parts of Southern
Apopka.

Some areas don’t have
groups as I just haven’t
had the time to manage too
many new groups simul-
taneously. Others because
their cities are doing a good
job without the county in-
volvement. Some wealthier
areas simply have enough
personal funding and lei-
sure time to engage in their
own activities. Other areas
seemingly do not believe
that improving a commu-
nity requires a partnership
between residents and lo-
cal government. And others
are only involved with the
requirements of pure sur-
vival. There are many good
reasons people do not en-

gage with us.

My thoughts remain
focused on why those resi-
dents and neighbors that
do engage with the Neigh-
borhood Leader Program
have become so interested
in their local community.
They are helpful, engaged,
and concerned about one
another.

The context of the pro-
gram does matter. We of-
fer monthly meetings for
those interested in activities
other than just community
clean-ups.

The people groups
engage in local historical
events, historical markers,
art, advocacy, partnerships
with law enforcement,
transportation, and learning
more about local govern-
ment services.

They communicate the
happenings in their area
through social media. And
they are strong partners
with local schools and non-
profits.

The monthly meetings
are concerned with every
aspect of community build-
ing.

However, I think there
is more to it ... stay tuned
for the 4th column on the
Neighborhood Leader Pro-
gram.

Hayden: Trusting God is the answer

Continued from page 2A

guess every move they
make to the detriment of
their life or limb. They
have been ridiculed, ha-
rassed by those who have
an ideology that does away
with police presence. Our
policemen and all first re-
sponders need to know we
support them, and we do
not want to live in a com-
munity without them. I
was pleasantly surprised to
see an individual jump in
to help protect an Officer
of the Law when she was
being over-powered by a
criminal.

Where are the men that
used to be the protectors of
justice? Have we given up
the privilege of being the
daddy (alittle girl’s first
love, and a boy’s first hero),
the provider, the family
uniter, and the example of
leadership for daily living?

It is time to promote
the general Welfare by
standing up to those who
will disparage our police
and our first responders and
therefore we will insure do-

mestic tranquility .” Let all
of us be lovers of the “...
provide for the common
defense, promote the gen-
eral Welfare and secure the
Blessings of Liberty to our-
selves and our posterity.”

Love is not the tin-
gling that comes from an
emotional encounter, but a
solid, unconditional com-
mitment that is a choice
we make. Once made, that
commitment may waiver,
but never fails.

Are our emotions in-
volved with our commit-
ment? Ask me when I see
“Old Glory” being raised to
the “Star Spangled Banner”
and the tears start when I
think of the men and wom-
en who have sacrificed
their lives in defense of
what that banner stands for.

Is our love of nation
being tried? You bet it is!
Look at today’s headlines
and listen to the newscasts
that promote progressive
ideals and woke attitudes
to bring our nation to its
knees.

We must be ready to
stand in the gap and not

back down when we are
faced with the forces of the
left.

The Marine motto,
“Semper Fidelis” (Always
Faithful), should be the
beat of our hearts. Our na-
tional motto, “In GOD we
trust” should sustain us
when we feel we cannot do
this by ourselves. As I said
in the beginning, it is not
the “flash in the pan” that
makes a difference, but the
one who, when being test-
ed, holds his or her head up
and stands solid in the free-
doms given to us by our
Creator.

Keep on keepin’ on.

Start with your neigh-
bors.

Let them know you
are concerned for them and
you are willing to defend
them and your neighbor-
hood because we are all in
this boat together. Race has
nothing to do with it if we
stand together as Ameri-
cans, blessed to be togeth-
er in the greatest nation
the world has ever experi-
enced, the United States of
America.
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Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspa- ¥z27 <

per is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at
400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-

The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com-

munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988,
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-

tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.
www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com
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Code Enforcement
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Police Chief

Job Line
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...... 407-703-1741
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Parks and Rec. Dept. ...

Police (non-emerg.) ........cccceeesssee 407-703-1771
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Street Maintenance................
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Medical, fire emergency........
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. Itis

...... 407-703-1731
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Elections Supervisor........... 407-836-2070

Fire/Rescue.........

Garbage Collection............. 407-703-1731
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.................... 407-836-3111 | State Senators
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Orange County Commissioner
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All other departments........407-836-3111 | The Apopka Chief.............wwweeeee. 407-886-2777
Medical, fire emergency Museum of the Apopkans........407-703-1707
www.orangecountyfl.net Chamber of Commerce........... 407-886-1441



Rissers continue their
Christmas party tradition

Back in the 80s, Richard and Shir-
ley Risser owned Windy Acres Ranch and
wanted to have a Christmas barn barbecue
for the people that boarded horses at the
ranch. They decided to invite friends and
family along with the borders of the hors-
es, who all brought a covered dish to go
along with the meat provided by the Riss-
ers. Richard cooked over an open fire pit
and the chicken was always delicious.

After five years or more, the Rissers
moved to Windy Hill Ranch around 2003
and carried on the tradition. They had a
large sleigh built, thanks to George Lang-
ley. It is still in use, thanks to Mary who
has given it a fresh coat of paint, and all
the extras. Everyone still brought a covered
dish and the Rissers ended up with about
300 different covered dishes, so it took for-
ever for everyone to go through the line
and choose what they wanted to eat.

The next year, since so many people
planned to come, the Rissers decided to
provide all the food and then everybody
that came brought a toy and canned goods
to help out the local schools. A lot of peo-
ple helped volunteer for cooking and get-
ting items prepared, as well as setting up
the building.

A big thank you was given to the
GFWC Woman’s Club, the garden club. Fo-
liage Sertoma Club, Rotary Club of Apop-

ka. and friends and family who helped put
all of the events together.

When Covid hit, everyone could not
get together, and it was decided to pro-
vide a take-out and still collect the gifts
and the canned goods. No one could stay
and eat, so everything was done as a carry-
out.

The event was held one more time at
Windy Acres Ranch and members of the
Apopka Rotary Club came in and helped
prepare all the food. The following year
the ranch was sold, but the Risser family
wanted to continue the tradition of the par-
ty. It was decided to hold the party at the
First Methodist Church in Apopka in the
fellowship hall. The Rotarians took on the
responsibility of getting everything done to
provide for the gifts and canned goods.

This year the party was held at the
First Methodist Church the first Sunday of
December, and it is hoped that this tradi-
tion can continue because it helps a lot of
children.

The Rissers would like to thank every-
one that volunteered to help them. It has
been a total of about 40 plus years and the
Rissers hope that the tradition can contin-
ue. The gifts that have been donated though
the years have helped so many children and
families, and are gratefully appreciated.

Road: City seeks federal funding
to cover most of project’s cost

Continued from page 1A

lanes, so the corridor is not
where bikes could be rid-
den, Woodward said. There
are existing sidewalks in
some areas of the corridor
but there’s no full coverage
of sidewalks throughout.

“So not the best way
to travel. Definitely needs
some improvements,”
Woodward said.

The city of Apopka is
pursuing outside funding
that includes federal dol-
lars, particularly from the
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation Rebuilding Amer-
ican Infrastructure with
Sustainability (RAISE)
grant program, to cover the

majority of the cost, San-
chez said in a later phone
interview with The Apopka
Chief.

Traffic that averages
annual daily traffic along
the corridor is currently
right around 10,000 vehi-
cles, and that number con-
tinues to increase.

“These traffic lines
sort of discourage the use
of the paved shoulders for
biking. It’s not a comfort-
able place to ride the bike,
and that’s something that’s
very important to the peo-
ple who are reviewing the
grants. There’s a lot of a de-
sire for us to kind of make
sure we’re telling a certain
story of this corridor in or-

der to be more competitive
for those grants,” Wood-
ward said.

Woodward cited 2023
data, in which there have
been 40 injury crashes on
Ocoee-Apopka Road be-
tween Harmon Road and
Hawthorne Avenue.

The city of Apopka
will also seek residents’ in-
put for upcoming improve-
ments to Ocoee Apopka
Road through a public sur-
vey launching this month.
A virtual public input meet-
ing is tentatively scheduled
for Sunday, December 15.
A second public meeting is
scheduled for Monday, Jan-
uary 13,2025.
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FDLE gives holiday safety tips

TALLAHASEE - It’s
holiday season and Florid-
ians are shopping, spending
time with loved ones and
celebrating across the state.
The Florida Department of
Law Enforcement (FDLE)
urges citizens to be vigilant
during the holidays, as the
presence of threats, scams
and risks are higher during
this time of year.

Criminals may try to
take advantage of holiday
shoppers, whether in shop-
ping malls, stores or online.

In-store shopping

When  shopping at
stores, following these tips
can help you keep yourself
and your purchases safe:

*Always park in well-
lit, well-travelled areas.

*Make sure to lock
your vehicle.

*Take a photo of where
you park so you can easily
find your car.

*Keep your purse close
to your body or your wallet
in an inside coat pocket or
front pants pocket.

*When paying at the
register, don’t take your
money out until asked and
don’t flash a lot of cash.

*If shopping with chil-
dren, select a central loca-
tion to meet in case you are
separated. Teach kids how
to ask a security guard or
employee for help if they’re
lost.

*Try to only use one
credit card. If a data breach
or identity theft occurs, you
can reduce the risk of hav-
ing multiple cards compro-
mised.

*Always keep your
shopping bags away from
opposing pedestrian traffic
(if someone is walking to-
wards your right, keep your
bag on the left).

*If you’re taking a
break from shopping, keep
your purchases in your
trunk so they are not visible
to passersby.

Shopping online

When shopping on-
line, stay alert for fake
marketplace listings, unse-
cure websites and phish-
ing/smishing scams. Citi-
zens can also keep them-
selves safer from scammers
and bad actors by following
these best practices:

*Make sure you're
shopping on secure web-
sites (usually labelled with
“https” or a padlock).

*Stick to reputable re-
tailers you know and, pref-
erably, have shopped with
before.

*Avoid using public
Wi-Fi to make purchases.

*Always use a credit
card when shopping online.
If you are scammed, it can
be easier to get your mon-
ey returned than on a debit
card.

*Do your research on

any deals. If a deal seems
too good to be true, it may
be a scam to get your finan-
cial and personal identifica-
tion information.

*Avoid clicking any
links in suspicious, unso-
licited texts and emails, as
they can be used to gain ac-
cess to your information.

*Monitor your credit
card and bank accounts.

Porch pirates

During the holiday sea-
son deliveries and packag-
es increase, which attracts
porch pirates to neighbor-
hoods. Citizens can deter
porch pirates using the fol-
lowing tips:

*Invest in a security
system or a camera system
that can be set up with view
of your porch.

*Keep your doors and
windows locked.

*Use a porch lock-box
or leave specific delivery
instructions to help deliv-
ery drivers leave the pack-
age in a safe place.

*Coordinate with a
neighbor so they can bring
in packages for you when
you're not going to be
home.

*If sending a pack-
age, let the recipient know
approximately when the
package will be delivered
so they can arrange for it to
be brought inside safely.

Safe drinking

Keep holiday celebra-
tions festive by staying
safe.

The holiday season
brings plenty of opportuni-
ties for Floridians to have
fun at community events,
but it can also increase the
risk of impaired driving.
Follow these tips and stay
safe:

*Always designate a
sober driver when going
out as a group.

*If you’re going out
alone, avoid drinking alco-
hol. If you decide to drink,
call a taxi or ride-share

service to take you home.
You can coordinate with a
friend or the same services
to bring you back the next
day to retrieve your car.

*Avoid drinking ex-
cessively so you can stay
aware of your surround-
ings.

*Make sure someone
you trust knows where you
are by sharing your location
or contacting them.

*Never accept a drink
unless you have witnessed
it being made by the bar-
tender.

*Never leave your
drink unattended, as to
avoid being tampered with.

Attending large events

There is a potential
for increased risk of emer-
gencies and threats at large
events, spiritual and hol-
iday-related gatherings.
Citizens can use these tips
when going to large events
during the holidays:

*Make sure to always
travel with your group, es-
pecially if you have chil-
dren with you.

*Plan an emergency
exit route, be aware of all
emergency exits and deter-
mine a safe meeting place.

*Make sure everyone
in your party knows where
to meet in case they get sep-
arated from the group.

*Stay aware and vigi-
lant of your surroundings.

*If you see some-
thing, say something! Re-
port suspicious activity to
855-FLA-SAFE orcall 911.

FDLE urges citizens to
be extra careful this holiday
season, but to also enjoy it
to the fullest! Report suspi-
cious activity to your local
law enforcement agency or
call 855-FLA-SAFE. For
more information about the
indicators of suspicious ac-
tivity, visit Florida’s “If You
See Something, Say Some-
thing” tool kit at fdle.state.
fl.us/FFC/S4/Tools.aspx.

Send Us Your News
Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777 * Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Owner

MALTBY'S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

* Tree Trimming & Removal &
« Landscape Installation

+ Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

321-689-586
JAMES MALTBY

5 i

Licensed
& Insured

BUY Something
Perhaps you may want to TRADE something!

As always, a good deal can be yours
when you use the

Classified Section of

The Apopka Chief & The Planter
Place your Ad Today!

or EMAIL us at classifieds@theapopkachief.com or

CALL 407-886-2777 or FAX to 407-889-4121.

15 Words are only $9.50 when you prepay, or $10.50 when

billed. You can run your ad 4 weeks for the price of 3.
That'’s only $28.50 for the 3/4 special.

Classification: #

! SELL Something!

(15)

Ad Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m. for that week's paper. If using this form, mail to P. O.
Box 880, Apopka, FL 32704-0880, or bring it by 400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka 32712. Cash, check or credit cards are ok for payment.
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bracewors

_| Community Church
| SATURDAY SERVICES

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worslnp 11:30 AM
e 1vestream°

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Call Now For An Appoinment (oY% 3. PRI N

™ $45 CLEANING

Schedule Your Next 1
Cleaning and Save! |

Tyoiid for new patients only. Subject fo exam by doctor. 1
& 1Does notinclude periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 1
S W 1o be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 1

. 1share with your family and friends. Expires 12/31/24. 1
New Patients Welcome! o _ @ o o o e e e e e e e e e a

Emergency Appomtmenis Available

zillzgn/Zoom!

MyApopkaDentist.net

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

/I Happy Hoiiddifg

From our Family to Yours

o) METRO (407) 349-8155
A (407) 803-4622
SE HABLA ESPANOL

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A TOUR
AND GET A FREE GIFT!

701 S ORAN GE BLOSSOM TRAIL
APOPKA, FL 32703

S ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL

.MFTR()'

H‘l ALTH

Colin Watts, M.D.
Physician

SHEELER AVE

701'S Orange Blossom Trail Yarima Marcucci, M.D.
Apopka, FL 32703

Physician

THOMPSON ROAD
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Public Invited to Hear Dickens Carolers at
Graceworx Community Church Dec. 21

The Dickens Car-
olers—who’ve been in-
spiring Central Florida
audiences for the past
30 plus years with their
performances of the
music of Christmas —
will present a concert at
Graceworx Communi-
ty Church on Saturday,
December 21, at 11:30
a.m. The public is invit-
ed.

This free event will
feature a mixed a cap-
pella quartet, which
will sing a wide vari-
ety of Christmas carols
for some 50 minutes of
Graceworx’s hour-long
worship service — en-
suring that nearly every-
one’s favorite will be in-
cluded.

The ambiance for
their performance will
be enhanced by their
Victorian-era attire —
bonnets and top hats in-
cluded.

“To sum it up,” say
the organizers, “the
quartet will be wearing
clothing styles from 150
years ago, while sing-
ing carols that describe
events from 2,000 years
ago, as they share a
message that’s timeless
in its inspiration.”

Church servic-
es and other religious
events aren’t the only
beneficiaries of the ex-
ceptional musical tal-
ent and inspiration that
are the hallmarks of a
Dickens Carolers per-
formance. Walt Disney
World, Universal Stu-
dios, Sea World, Busch
Gardens, Cypress Gar-

An a cappella mixed quartet from the Dickens Carolers will provide a free
50-minute Christmas carol concert at Graceworx Community Church on
Saturday, December 21, at 11:30 a.m. The public is invited. Photo courtesy of
the Dickens Carolers.

dens and Silver Springs
are just some of the ven-
ues that have chosen to
feature them in their holi-
day lineup.

“Whether it’s an in-
timate house party or a
concert hall,” says the
organization’s website,
“the Dickens Carolers
are prepared with more
than 50 sacred and sec-
ular Christmas carols, all
memorized in glorious
four-part harmony.”

Typically, the Carol-
ers sing in mixed quar-
tets, as will be the case
in their performance at
Graceworx. But they
have more than 60
professionals in their
troupe, all of whom are
ready, willing and able
to perform in any setting,
indoors or out, through-
out the holiday season
and beyond.

The Dickens Car-
olers (407-578-7496;
vocalsinc@mac.com)

are available for perfor-
mances not only local-
ly but anywhere in the
world.

Carol Becker, the
group’s director, says
one of their most memo-
rable performances was
while eight singers were
traveling by plane to an
event in Pittsburgh. We
got permission from the
flight crew to have the
eight of us perform in the
aisle as a flash mob.

The group’s perfor-
mance at Graceworx
Community Church
on December 21, won'’t
take the form of a flash
mob, but it will provide a
truly memorable experi-
ence — musically, visu-
ally, and spiritually.

“Graceworx first
had the Dickens Carol-
ers performin 2021,” say
Graceworx’s leaders.

“The Carolers are
being invited back for
what will be their fourth

annual performance. As
always, the public is in-
vited to enjoy this Christ-
mas-music extravagan-
za — a concert hall-cal-
iber presentation that’s
totally free, with no res-
ervation required, and
plenty of seating.”

Graceworx is a
non-denominational
congregation that con-
ducts its worship ser-
vices each Saturday
morning at 11:30 a.m. at
St. Andrews Presbyte-
rian Church, 9913 Bear
Lake Road, Apopka,
FL 32703. An Adult Bi-
ble Study meets in the
church’s boardroom at
10:00 a.m.

For more informa-
tion about Graceworx
and/or this event, phone
321-228-4599 or email
graceworxcc @gmail.
com.

Advertisement

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777 to find out about our
Business Profile program. Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!
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GUTTER
PROTECTION

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!

in $100
In Tolls

One Winner Daily
Through December 13th

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

Promo: 285

P i Y
’ WARRANTY' K

@ CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

1-866-549-6518

oupon per household. No obligation

12 DAYS OF

+See Representative for full warranty details. *One
year. 1Subje(tlo credit approval. Call for details. AR366920923 Az ROC 344027, cmo35795 CTHC 0671520,
FL CBC056678, A C127230, ID RCe 51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318,
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estimate valid for 1

Dash through the tolls this holiday with a free

E-PASS sticker. Get a free E-PASS between Dec. 2 and
Dec. 13 and you can win $100 in tolls.

BEFORE

Get a free E-PASS or enter online at GetEpass.com between 12/02/24 - 12/13/24.
No purchase necessary to win. Official rules, entry form and details at GetEpass.com.
E-PASS is operated and managed by the Central Florida Expressway Authority.

GetEpass.com

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION - SCHEDULE
YOUR FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-866-549-6518
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