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100 years
The Zellwood Church of 
God is celebrating its 100th 
anniversary this weekend. 
See page 6A.

Sports ....................1B
Public Notice ......... 2B
Legal ads ..........4-10B
Classified........10-12B
Service Dir. ..........12B

Carson May travels to 
Bonneville to become the 
youngest person ever to hit 
200 mph 
See page 1B.

Asher
... elected 2024 

Dog Mayor

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The city is preparing 
to launch a new economic 
development database this 
month, one that will display 
available commercial and 
industrial sites and build-
ings for sale or lease. 

At the Wednesday, July 
17, City Council meeting. 
Michelle Boylan, city eco-
nomic development direc-
tor, explained how the new 
database will assist prop-
erty owners, developers, 
property management com-
panies, realtors and bro-
kers. 

The sites and buildings 
database will include cen-
tralized information, pro-
motion of local assets, and 

facilitation of site selection. 
The centralized informa-
tion will feature available 
sites and buildings’ specifi-
cations, zoning, infrastruc-
ture, and proximity to ame-
nities. 

The sites and buildings 
database is the result of 
one of Boylan’s goals and 
initiatives for her depart-
ment’s growth. 

“One of the items I 
discussed was an inven-
tory of the assets that we 
have available, whether 
that is industrial or com-
mercial land or buildings, 
and how we’re going to get 
the information out there,” 
Boylan said. “We are cur-
rently promoting that infor-

City launches new 
database to assist 
property owners

Some of the firearms that Yessen Vasquez Tolentino, 37, of Apopka agreed to for-
feit, which were found inside a refrigerator. Vasquez Tolentino has pleaded guilty 
to one count of smuggling goods from the U.S. He faces a maximum penalty of 10 
years in federal prison. A sentencing date has not yet been set.

On Friday, July 
26, United States At-
torney Roger B. Hand-
berg announced that Yessen 
Vasquez Tolentino, 37, of 
Apopka has pleaded guilty 
to one count of smug-
gling goods from the Unit-
ed States. Vasquez Tolenti-
no faces a maximum pen-
alty of 10 years in federal 
prison. A sentencing date 
has not yet been set.

According to the plea 
agreement, Vasquez Tolen-
tino arranged for a freight 
forwarding company to 
pick up a refrigerator that 
he knew contained multiple 
firearms, firearms parts, and 
rounds of ammunition con-
cealed inside the refrigera-
tor’s main door and freezer 

door, and to ship the refrig-
erator to the Dominican Re-
public.  

The defendant agreed 
to forfeit the 17 firearms, 
33 firearms parts, and over 
140 rounds of ammunition 
that were found inside the 
refrigerator.

This case was investi-
gated by Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations and the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explo-
sives. It is being prosecuted 
by Assistant United States 
Attorney Diane Hu.

This case is part of 
Project Safe Neighbor-
hoods (PSN), a program 
bringing together all lev-

Apopka man pleads guilty to trafficking firearms

The Apopka commu-
nity has elected its 2025 
Apopka Dog Mayor. 

Incumbent Dog Mayor 
Asher won his second term 
with the most votes, tally-
ing $9,945 for The Heart-
land Haven Foundation.  

Asher will now be-
gin his second term as 
Dog Mayor to promote the 
Apopka community, advo-
cate on behalf of all animals 
who call Apopka home, and 
support the city of Apop-
ka commissioners in their 
projects. 

In addition, as part of 

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Former City Commis-
sioner Kyle Becker refuted 
allegations that Mayor Bry-
an Nelson previously made 
about the former Apopka 
official arranging a quid 

pro quo with a city employ-
ee regarding the mayor’s 
censure.  

At the July 17 City 
Council meeting, Beck-
er, who moved to Winter 
Springs last spring, read his 
statement that was in re-
sponse to the June 19 Apop-

ka City Council, where 
Nelson asked the city com-
missioners to rescind a cen-
sure put on him. That cen-
sure was passed by a coun-
cil majority on August 2, 
2023, for lying about the 
employment status of pre-
vious city attorney Michael 

Rodriguez. 
“There was an outra-

geous accusation made of 
me by the mayor as docu-
mented and passed in the 
meeting minutes from the 
beginning of today’s meet-
ing,” Becker said at the 
July 17 meeting. 

Becker read a quote 
from Nelson’s statement 
that the mayor made at the 
June 19 meeting, Nelson’s 
statement incorrectly us-
ing the word “censorship” 
when the correct word 
should have been “cen-
sure”:

“The censorship vote 
was brought forward by a 
former City Commission-
er for political reasons and 
had nothing to do with pub-
lic policy. Prior to the cen-
sorship vote, the prior City 

Incumbent Dog 
Mayor wins 2nd term, 
raises most money

Former commissioner refutes mayor’s quid pro quo allegations

See STATEMENT Page 8A

Hundreds of attendees showed up at the annual Political Hob Nob, where they met up to 25 candidates 
who are running in the upcoming primary election on Tuesday, August 20. On Tuesday, July 30, the Apop-
ka Area Chamber of Commerce sponsored the Political Hob Nob at Highland Manor at the Apopka City 
Center in Apopka. This event was a special opportunity to speak with the candidates personally and ask 
them about their positions on the issues. Voters participated in a straw poll which was taken to see which 
candidates the attendees preferred.

The Women’s Tuesday Bible Study Group at Sweetwater Baptist Church collected 186 toys for Christmas in 
July to donate to the Christian food pantry, Loaves & Fishes in Apopka.

Christmas in July

See PENALTY Page 3A

See DOG Page 5A

Photo courtesy of Loaves and Fishes

Photo courtesy of U.S. Department of Justice

See CITY Page 3A



Editor’s Note:
This is a reprint from a 

previous issue.
The older I get, the 

more understanding I have 
about my lack of knowl-
edge. It was told to me, 
“The older you get the 
more wisdom you gain.” 
Somewhere I must have 
lost my way, as I do not feel 
any wiser, just older! I am 
not complaining though, it 
beats the alternative. Some 
of my youthful exuberance 
has led me into many learn-
ing experiences that al-
most have to be learned by 

“hands on.” 
I tell my children that 

a college degree costs a lot 
of money, and although we 
learn a lot faster through 
the school of hard knocks, 
the cost requires flesh 
more than money. Some-

times wisdom is evident 
by the scars that are car-
ried by a person, and yet 
there are times when scars 
are there because the les-
son was not fully learned 
the first time. The secret is, 
never stop trying. When the 
trial gets so hard you can-
not see your way out, I like 
the advice given by Tom 
T. Hall. He said, “Knuckle 
down, buckle down, do it, 
do it, do it!” Remember the 
Grand Canyon started be-
cause of a small stream that 
persevered.

Our nation is in tur-

moil, and it seems that ev-
ery effort we make toward 
sanity seems futile. When 
I compare what we are ex-
periencing today with what 
our Constitution guarantees 
us as citizens of the greatest 
nation of the world, I see a 
vast discrepancy. 

For instance, the pre-
amble of our Constitution 
states: “We the People of 
the United States, in Or-
der to form a more perfect 
Union, establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquil-
ity, provide for the com-
mon defense, promote the 

general Welfare, and secure 
the Blessings of Liberty to 
ourselves and our Posterity, 
do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United 
States of America.”

Our “more perfect 
Union” is to be established 
by “We the People.” That 
means all of us, not a cho-
sen few. That Union is to 
be formed for the secur-
ing of the rights given to 
us by our Creator; not giv-
en by the Union. The gov-
ernment today is dictating 
to us what rights we have, 
not defending them. This 

administration has taken 
away or distorted our rights 
to the point our nation al-
most resembles a Socialist/ 
Marxist regime. Our “com-
mon defense” is slowly be-
ing bastardized by making 
it a social experiment, not 
a fighting, protecting mili-
tary. 

Our police forces are 
being made to second guess 
every move they make to 
the detriment of their life or 
limb. They have been ridi-
culed, harassed by those 

It’s that time of year 
again. School grades were 
released last week by the 
Florida Department of 
Education and I am very 
pleased with our local re-
sults. 

The big news is that 
OCPS received an “A” 
grade from the state. The 
last time our district was an 
“A” was in 2019 and pri-
or to that was 2010. Only 
twenty-two districts re-
ceived this high mark out 
of the sixty-seven school 
districts in Florida.

This district grade is 
the direct result of the data 
driven decisions of Super-
intendent Maria Vazquez 
and the hard work of our 

teachers and staff. We are 
truly blessed to live in an 
area with such great local 
public schools. 

The number of “A” 
schools in OCPS contin-
ues to rise with 88 tradi-
tional schools earning an 
“A” in 2023-24 compared 
to 77 last year. The percent 

of schools earning an “A” 
or “B” grade this year in-
creased to 69 percent, com-
pared to 62 percent the year 
before. This is higher than 
the state average of 64 per-
cent this year. No schools 
in OCPS received an “F” 
grade.

I’m so incredibly 
proud of not only our dis-
trict and the direction it is 
headed, but of our local 
schools here in Apopka as 
well. We saw some big im-
provements that deserve a 
shout out.

First, I would like to 
congratulate both Wolf 
Lake Middle School and 

In honor of John Rick-
etson, a prominent com-
munity business leader and 
publisher for The Apop-
ka Chief and The Plant-
er newspapers for more 
than 45 years, the Apopka 
Serves Foundation 501(c)
(3) is proud to introduce the 
John Ricketson Career Ed-
ucation Scholarship Fund. 

This scholarship aims 
to support local students 
with a focus on budding 
leaders in business, entre-
preneurship, and technical 
careers.

John Ricketson was 
a dedicated supporter of 
business leaders and DECA 
in high schools for many 
years. John’s commitment 
to education and belief in 
the potential of young lead-
ers inspired many. 

John’s own journey 
was influenced by a teacher 
from a DECA chapter who 

convinced him to come 
back and finish high school 
when he dropped out to  
help his family after his fa-
ther had suffered a heart at-
tack. John’s personal expe-
rience underscores the im-
portance of mentorship, ed-
ucation, and the guidance 
of business leaders in shap-
ing the future for students.

DECA Inc., a nonprof-
it career and technical stu-
dent organization, played 
a pivotal role in John’s ed-
ucational and profession-
al development. It is with 
this spirit of mentorship 
and empowerment that the 
Apopka Serves Foundation 
has formed the John Rick-
etson Career Education 
Scholarship Fund seeking 
to provide opportunities for 
students to pursue their as-
pirations in business, entre-
preneurship, and technical 
fields.

Through the generos-
ity and support of the com-
munity, the Apopka Serves 
Foundation is dedicated to 
keeping John (JR) Ricket-
son’s legacy of service and 
community alive for years 
to come.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests tax-deduct-
ible donations be made to:

 *ApopkaFoundation.
org “Donate”;

 *or by check mailed to 
Apopka Serves Foundation 
c/o John Ricketson Schol-
arship, 10 N. Park Avenue, 
Ste B, Apopka, FL 32703; 

*or Synovus Bank, 
Apopka Serves Founda-
tion, 130 S. Park Ave., 
Apopka, FL 32703, Rout-
ing #061100606, Account 
#1017120427.

To learn more or to do-
nate online, go to Apopka-
Foundation.org.

The secret: never give up, but ‘buckle down’, do it, do it, do it

The Apopka Chief

Orange County School 
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

Chamber establishes scholarship fund 

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23, 
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, 
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An 
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange 
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to  
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Failure is a prison 
of choice.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me;
he delivered me from all my fears.

Psalm 34:4

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
Zellwood Church of God, 5213 
King Ave., Zellwood, will celebrate 
its 100th year on Saturday, August 
3, from 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., with 
free food, DJ music, games and 
prizes, and also a bounce house 
and water slide for the children. 
See page 6A.
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Ike Hayden

Marketing Director
Jackie Trefcer

Schools notified of earned grades

See HAYDEN Page 4A

By Andrew Powell
The Center Square contributor–

A new report shows that in-
surance rates for property own-
ers in the Sunshine State have in-
creased exponentially over the 
past few years.

Florida TaxWatch released 
an in-depth analysis of Florida’s 
property insurance market, ex-
amining underlying factors con-
tributing to its instability and 
42.5 percent rise since 2019. 
These include damages from 
hurricanes and litigation, which 
have put pressure on insurers and 
forced some to leave the state.

According to the report, Flor-
ida’s property insurance market 
is fragile and reliant on state-run 
insurers as a backstop for hom-
eowners who have no other op-
tions. Despite being a last-re-
sort insurer, the Florida Citizens 
Property Insurance Company in-
sures at least 17 percent of the 
state’s property insurance market 
and is also the most expensive.

The report notes that the ris-
ing enrollment in Citizens is 
“alarming” because if funds are 
exhausted to pay claims, state 
law requires assessments to be 
levied, which can then be passed 
on to every policyholder, includ-
ing private policyholders, home-
owners, renters, automobile, and 
pet insurance.

According to a 2021 report 
from Florida TaxWatch, approx-
imately 70 percent of Florid-
ians live in coastal counties and 

are at risk of chronic flood dam-
age. The report points out that 
as sea levels rise, more proper-
ties are put at risk. This equates 
to around 64,000 homes, with an 
estimated value of $26 billion, at 
risk of severe flooding.

Florida TaxWatch estimates 
that by 2100, over 1 million 
homes will be at risk and this 
increased risk will, in turn, in-
crease property insurance rates 
even further. Unless the insur-
ance market is stabilized, the 
high rates could push some resi-
dents to leave Florida.

Florida outdoes every oth-
er state in insurance costs, ac-
counting for 10.8 percent of all 
premium costs in the U.S. Ac-
cording to the report, premiums 
vary between counties, ranging 
from $1,824 in Sumter County to 
$8,162 in Monroe County.

Since 2019, the Legislature 
has passed a series of reforms 
in an effort to combat insurance 
fraud and ease the burden on in-
surers. The report notes that leg-
islative efforts are beginning to 
show promise. However, it also 
advises that lawmakers remain 
vigilant to prevent the market 
from spiraling and work to en-
hance resiliency.

Florida TaxWatch recom-
mends that Florida limit its reli-
ance on Citizens by depopulating 
the number of policies it holds 
and encouraging new private in-
surance companies to enter the 
state. 

Sunshine State property 
owners face increased rates
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Unless the insurance 
market is stabilized, the high 
rates could push some resi-
dents to leave Florida.

Center Square’s opinion 
about high insurance rates

Everybody has an opinion. 
Why not share yours?

The Apopka Chief
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka 32712 

For info: 407-886-2777 Fax: 407-889-4121
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mation through the Orlando Eco-
nomic Partnership, which is the 
regional partner. But I think it’s 
also important for us to advertise 
that ourselves and to put out there 
specifically Apopka sites, not just 
be blended in with the other com-
munities that OEP represents.”

The database would also 
highlight the Community Re-
development Agency District, a 
633-acre section located down-
town that has a mix of residenc-

es, businesses and historic prop-
erties. 

To gather information on the 
properties to feature on the data-
base, Boylan collaborated with 
the city’s media team to create a 
property solicitation form. The 
city also wants to do a social me-
dia campaign surrounding the da-
tabase and advertise it on the city 
website, Boylan said. 

City Commissioner Diane 
Velazquez praised Boylan for 
marketing the city’s available 
properties to interested parties. 

“We discussed that, that 
when we’re driving through the 
(state roads) 429 and the 451, a 
lot of our residents see the ware-
houses and for some they see 
it as we are losing all this green 
space,” Velazquez said. “But for 
some of us, we look at it as prog-
ress. We look at it as revenue and 
businesses and jobs for Apopka. 
So, the best way is to realize what 
you are doing and, and I really 
thank you for marketing us, and 
that’s a good thing.”

City Commissioner Nick 

Nesta pointed out that many 
agents, brokers, and developers 
may not be as proactive in sub-
mitting their property information 
to the city database. Therefore, he 
suggested, the city could cull in-
formation from the Orange Coun-
ty Property Appraiser to fill the 
database and later, agents, bro-
kers, and developers interested in 
filling in their lease data may add 
to the information. 

City Commissioner Nadia 
Anderson asked about potential 
liability with the city regarding 

the database’s accuracy. City at-
torney Cliff Shepard said that the 
database needs to have appropri-
ate disclaimers. 

“That’s what I thought. So, 
if we can add that disclaimer, I 
think that’ll kind of alleviate po-
tential lawsuits. But I think great 
job, and I’m looking forward to 
seeing it,” Anderson replied. 

The property solicitation 
form is now available through the 
city e-newsletter through the web 
link shorturl.at/bBwBP.

Continued from page 1A

City: Database form is now available through city e-newsletter

els of law enforcement and 
the communities they serve 
to reduce violent crime and 
gun violence, and to make 
neighborhoods safer for ev-
eryone.  

On May 26, 2021, the 
department launched a vio-
lent crime reduction strat-

egy strengthening PSN 
based on these core princi-
ples: fostering trust and le-
gitimacy in local communi-
ties, supporting communi-
ty-based organizations that 
help prevent violence from 
occurring in the first place, 
setting focused and strate-
gic enforcement priorities, 
and measuring the results.

Continued from page 1A

Penalty: Case is 
part of Project Safe 
Neighborhoods
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LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

who have an ideology that 
does away with police pres-
ence. Our policemen and 
all first responders need to 
know we support them, and 
we do not want to live in a 
community without them. 
I was pleasantly surprised 
to see an individual jump 
in to help protect an Officer 
of the Law when she was 
being over-powered by a 
criminal. 

Where are the men that 
used to be the protectors of 
justice? Have we given up 
the privilege of being the 
daddy (a little girl’s first 
love, and a boy’s first hero), 
the provider, the family 
uniter, and the example of 
leadership for daily living? 

It is time to promote 
the general Welfare by 
standing up to those who 
will disparage our police 
and our first responders 
and therefore we will in-
sure domestic tranquility 
.” Let all of us be lovers of 

the “Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our pos-
terity.” Love is not the tin-
gling that comes from an 
emotional encounter, but a 
solid, unconditional com-
mitment that is a choice 
we make. Once made, that 
commitment may waiver, 
but never fails. 

Are our emotions in-
volved with our commit-
ment? Ask me when I see 
“Old Glory” being raised to 
the “Star Spangled Banner” 
and the tears start when I 
think of the men and wom-
en who have sacrificed 
their lives in defense of 
what that banner stands for. 
Is our love of nation being 
tried? You bet it is! 

Look at today’s head-
lines and listen to the news-
casts that promote progres-
sive ideals and wok atti-
tudes to bring our nation to 
its knees. We must be ready 
to stand in the gap and not 
back down when we are 
faced with the forces of the 
left.

The Marine motto, 
“Semper Fidelis” (Always 
Faithful), should be the 
beat of our hearts. Our na-
tional motto, “In GOD we 
trust” should sustain us 
when we feel we cannot do 
this by ourselves. As I said 
in the beginning, it is not 
the “flash in the pan” that 
makes a difference, but the 
one who, when being test-
ed, holds his or her head up 
and stands solid in the free-
doms given to us by our 
Creator. 

Keep on keepin’ on. 
Start with your neighbors. 
Let them know you are 
concerned for them and 
you are willing to defend 
them and your neighbor-
hood because we are all in 
this boat together. Race has 
nothing to do with it if we 
stand together as Ameri-
cans, blessed to be togeth-
er in the greatest nation 
the world has ever experi-
enced, the United States of 
America.

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: When tested, stand strong
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11) ........... 352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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Zellwood Elementary School on achiev-
ing an “A” grade this year. Both schools 
worked incredibly hard to bring their 
grades up to this level. This is the first time 
Wolf Lake Middle School has been an “A” 
school since 2010. 

For Zellwood Elementary, this grade 
has not been achieved since 2004! More 
impressive is their rise from a “D” grade 
in 2016, consistently improving since that 
grade all the way to the top with an “A” 
this year. 

Of course, these are not our only “A” 
schools in Apopka. Wolf Lake Elementa-
ry kept up its consistent “A” rating again 
this year and our newest school Kelly Park 
School received its second “A” grade since 
opening two years ago. 

But “A” grades are not the only thing 
to celebrate. Lakeville Elementary went up 
from a “C” grade to a “B” grade this year. 
This is the first time Lakeville has been a 
“B” since 2015. I’m so proud of their hard 
work and dedication to improvement.

Another school worth mentioning is 
Apopka High School, which continues to 
improve. The school came in with a “B” 
again, continuing to improve since drop-
ping to a “C” in 2022. In fact, they were 

only 5 percentage points away from an 
“A”. 

Other close calls were Piedmont 
Lakes Middle School and Apopka Mid-
dle School. Both schools remained a “C”, 
yet made significant gains and are very 
close to achieving their “B” grades. Pied-
mont Lakes was 4 percentage points away 
and Apopka Middle was only 1 percent-
age point away. I’m incredibly proud of the 
hard work by both these schools. 

While I always love celebrating these 
results, I will always continue to profess 
that a single letter grade does not tell the 
whole story. Every single day in every one 
of our schools, there are amazing things 
happening. 

Our schools help children make con-
nections and learn despite the challenges 
many of our students come to school with 
each day. Each time I visit one of our lo-
cal schools I am amazed at what I see. The 
creativity and passion of our educators and 
staff is truly miraculous. 

As a school board member and a mom 
who has raised two children through our 
public schools, I am grateful. Grateful for 
those that go to work each day to educate 
our next generation so well. 

Congratulations to all our schools on 
another year of hard work.

Byrd: School grades have improved
Continued from page 2A
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT 
AND CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Numbers 3058 
and 3059 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
August 21, 2024 beginning at 7:00 P.M. AND Wednesday, September 4, 
2024 at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings 
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida  32703, Telephone: 407-
703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

August 2, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Albert Iglesias 
has made application relating to the following described property.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s):  09-21-28-0868-01-510
Contains: 1.97 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3058
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY LOW MEDIUM TO INDUSTRIAL FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
OWNED BY SFL PARTNERS LLC AND JFJ REAL INVESTMENTS, LLC; 
LOCATED NORTH OF FOURTH STREET, EAST OF BRADSHAW ROAD AND WEST 
OF HAWTHORNE AVENUE; COMPRISING 1.97 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; 
PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, 
CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 3059
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM COUNTY R-2 (RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT) TO I-L (LIGHT 
INDUSTRIAL), FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY OWNED BY SFL PARTNERS 
LLC AND JFJ REAL INVESTMENTS, LLC; LOCATED NORTH OF FOURTH 
STREET, EAST OF BRADSHAW ROAD AND WEST OF HAWTHORNE AVENUE; 
COMPRISING 1.97 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS 
TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

By: Andrew Powell
(The Center Square) — 
 A new report says many 
people in Florida don’t re-
ceive needed health care be-
cause they lack easy access 
to adequate services.
 Florida TaxWatch re-
cently released its report, So-
cial Determinants of Health: 
Health Care Access and 
Quality. According to the 
U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, so-
cial determinants of health 
are environmental factors 

that can impact individuals’ 
health outcomes.
 These include health 
care access and quality; edu-
cation access and quality; so-
cial and community context; 
neighborhood and built envi-
ronment; and economic sta-
bility.
 According to the report, 
these factors can majorly im-
pact a person’s health, well-
being and quality of life. The 
report notes that 80 percent 
of a person’s health is de-
termined by social factors, 

while the remaining 20 per-
cent results from receiving 
medical care.
 In Florida, many peo-
ple lack access to health care 
services, with the biggest 
barrier being the cost. In a 
2019 survey of 1,200 Florid-
ians, 55 percent had experi-
enced health care cost bur-
dens, while 78 percent wor-
ried they would not be able 
to afford health care in the 
future.
 The report states Flor-
ida ranked 41st in 2021 for 

overall health care and ac-
cess, which was attributed to 
the growing number of unin-
sured adults, rising insurance 
costs and policies that make 
health care less accessible. 
 The report further notes 
that Florida has consistent-
ly ranked in the bottom 10 
states for uninsured citizens.
 Florida currently has a 
physician shortage and the 
report notes this plays a role 
in access to quality health 
care. 
 With Florida’s popu-

lation growing, especial-
ly in rural areas, the num-
ber of physicians in the Sun-
shine State is insufficient. By 
2030, an additional 22,000 
physicians are needed to 
bridge the gap.
 The report notes that as 
of 2023, only 40 percent of 
Florida’s population has em-
ployer-sponsored health in-
surance, while the rate of un-
insured Floridians was 11.2 
percemt in 2022 — high-
er than the national average 
of 8 percent. Also, in 2022, 

Florida ranked 46th in the 
nation for the uninsured pop-
ulation. 
 Compounding this are 
the 979,000 people who have 
been disenrolled from Med-
icaid, 460,000 of whom are 
children. 
 Furthermore, access de-
pends on where the person 
lives. In rural areas, there are 
roughly 1.3 physicians for 
every 1,000 people available 
in the U.S., while urban ar-
eas have around 3.1 physi-
cians for every 1,000 people.

Report indicates that Florida’s growing population needs more physicians
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his second term, Dog Mayor 
Asher has created the “Paw 
It Forward” Fund with a 
goal of $5,000 to continue 
raising money for animal 
rescues. Donations for the 
“Paw It Forward” Fund can 
be made by visiting https://
shorturl.at/jMocT

The Apopka Dog May-
or program is a Main Street 
Apopka program that was 
established in 2023. Last 
year’s inaugural election 
raised more than $19,800 
in $1 donation votes for five 
animal rescues throughout 
Central Florida. 

This year’s election 
raised $22,832 for four ani-
mal rescues. 

In this year’s race, Joy 
came in second place and 
raised $7,238 for All Hound 
Rescue of Florida. 

Walter came in third 
place and raised $3,046 for 
The C.A.R.E. Foundation.

Hank came in fourth 
place and raised $906 for 
Suncoast Basset Rescue.

Throughout their six-
week campaign, each can-
didate chose and advocated 

for a local animal rescue. 
Proceeds from all votes 
and sponsorships collected 
were donated back to each 
respective charity. 

For more informa-
tion about the Apopka Dog 
Mayor 2024 program, visit 
apopkadogmayor.com.

Continued from page 1A

Dog: Election raised over $22K

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

� Drug Screening Nationally 
� Covid Screens     � Titer Testing

� New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

2x8
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670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703 
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing 
Service, Inc.

407-886-0568

3030 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

We Buy Kid’s Things

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
TOGETHER
AWAIT!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
• Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

Are You Looking 
to Throw the 

Ultimate Party?

1-855-951-4780

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
• First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
• Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 
and pivots to o� er a seated shower option
• High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub
•Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 
at one low, a� ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Walk-In Tub

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-951-4780

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

SPECIAL OFFER
#
      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Selling
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your 

recyclable eye glasses 
for the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

RUN DATES:  begins 08/02 ends 8/08

WE ARE NOW 
OFFERING A TELE-VISIT  

OPTION DURING THE 
COVID-19 OUTBREAK. 

PLEASE CALL US TO ASK 
ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS.

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Whitney Dailey PA-C
Elisabeth Duer PA-C

Kristen Consiglio PA-C
Roshani Levister PA-C

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM • Fri.8-6PM • Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club

• On-Site X-Ray Lab 
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Serving the community     

 for over 30 years

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

We Take Walk-In 
Patients 

7 Days a Week!
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3D SHOWINGS

Fri., Aug. 2, 2024 thru 
Sun., Aug. 4, 2024

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

TUES. VALUE DAYS 
NOW ONLY $5.99 + TAX

 with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

DEADPOOL & WOLVERINE 
(R) 10:00A; 11:20A; 12:20; 
1:20; 2:40; 4:40; 6:00; 7:00; 
8:00; 9:20; 10:20
TWISTERS (PG-13) 10:10A; 
1:00; 4:10; 7:30; 10:10  
TRAP (PG-13) 10:20A; 1:10; 
4:20; 7:20; 10:30 
DESPICABLE ME 4 (PG) 
10:40A; 1:30; 4:00; 6:50; 
9:30 
HAROLD AND THE 
PURPLE CRAYONS (PG) 
11:10A; 2:00; 4:30; 7:10; 
9:50

DEADPOOL & WOLVERINE 
(R) 10:30A; 1:50; 3:40; 5:10; 
8:30
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1-877-885-1767 or 
visit PittmanDavis.com/P4YN07

Only $31.99 (reg. $36.99) Satisfaction completely guaranteed.
Valid through 08/08/24 at noon or while supplies last. 

IC: 

Georgia 
Peaches

NOW ONLY 
$3199
SAVE $5

Reg. Price $36.99

1-877-885-1767 or 
visit PittmanDavis.com/P4YN07

Only $31.99 (reg. $36.99) Satisfaction completely guaranteed.
Valid through 08/08/24 at noon or while supplies last. 

IC: 

Georgia 
Peaches

NOW ONLY 
$3199
SAVE $5

Reg. Price $36.99

PUB DATE: 080224

No 
Hassle

Offer
good for
7 days

Best
Appraisal

No 
Hassle

Offer
good for
7 days

Best
Appraisal

See salesperson for details.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL
www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

It’s Literally
Money on Wheels

Sell Your Car at

See salesperson for details.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL
www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

It’s Literally
Money on Wheels

Sell Your Car at
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3069 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, August 7, 2024 
beginning at 1:30 P.M AND Wednesday, August 21, 2024 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

August 2, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that Jesse Anderson has made an application 
to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a property 
located at 3595 W Kelly Park Road and 3611 W Kelly Park Road. This 
application relates to the following described property:

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s):  12-20-27-0000-00-018, 
12-20-27-0000-00-016
Contains: 2.32 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3069
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS 
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA 
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND 
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY EFFIE ROAD HOLDINGS 
LLC; LOCATED AT 3595 W KELLY PARK ROAD AND 3611 W KELLY PARK 
ROAD, COMPRISING 2.32 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR 
DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Publish: The Apopka Chief                                                                                                        177167

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3057 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, August 7, 2024 
beginning at 1:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

August 2, 2024

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that ALBERT IGLESIAS has made an application 
to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a property 
located north of Fourth Street, east of Bradshaw Road and west 
of Hawthorne Avenue. This application relates to the following 
described property:

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
       Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s):  09-21-28-0868-01-510
Contains: 1.97 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3057
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY SFL 
PARTNERS LLC AND JFJ REAL INVESTMENTS, LLC; LOCATED NORTH OF 
FOURTH STREET, EAST OF BRADSHAW ROAD AND WEST OF HAWTHORNE 
AVENUE; COMPRISING 1.97 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR 
DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Photo courtesy of Zellwood 
Church of God

The Zellwood Church 
of God will celebrate its 
100th anniversary with a 
celebration all weekend.

First, a 100th anniver-
sary celebration will take 
place on Saturday, August 
3, from 10:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. There will be free 
food, DJ music, games 
and prizes, and a bounce 
house and water slide for 
the children. The Zell-
wood Church of God is lo-
cated at 5213 King Ave., 
Zellwood. 

The two-day event 
will then culminate on 
Sunday morning at 10:30 
a.m. with a morning ser-
vice. Special guest speak-
er will be Bishop Stanley 
Holder, the newly appoint-
ed State Overseer of the 
Florida Church of God, 
and his wife Dr. Teresa 
Holder. There will be no 
Sunday School this Sun-
day only.

The Zellwood Church 
of God was established on 
August 3, 1924.

Zellwood Church of God celebrates 
its 100th year on August 3 and 4

The 100-year-old Zell-
wood Church of God in 
1947 and as it appears in 
its 100th year.
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Vision Car Wash has grand opening

Vision Car Wash celebrated its grand opening on Friday, May 31, with city officials, members of the Apopka Area Chamber of Com-
merce, and community members. The celebration included a ribbon cutting and a tour of the car wash. Vision Car Wash is located at 
355 W. Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka. 
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Solutions can be found on page 7A 
of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion

Caffé PositanoCaffé Positano
Call us for take out orders!Call us for take out orders!
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All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

75432SVL   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping 
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for 

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.  |  24M6132  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2416 
1.877.694.0131 Ask for 75432SVL

The world’s most tender, fl avorful 
steaks, extra-aged to perfection.

The juiciest air-chilled chicken, 
tastiest pork, and so much more.

Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS 

perfection

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)

All-Time Grilling Faves
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

75432SVL   separately $234.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

$9999

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 75432. 
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping 
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for 
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tastiest pork, and so much more.

Every bite is a 100% guaranteed 
gourmet experience you’ll crave.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS 

perfection

8 free BURGERS (a $2399 value)

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Check out our Full Menu at WWW.STEPHIESPUB.COM
               1061 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka
                                         407-703-8195

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub

Events & Entertainment
Every Tues., Krazy James Karaoke @ 7pm
Wed., Music Bingo with Chuck & Bettina @ 7pm
Thurs., Texas Hold’em @ 6:30
Fri., Miguel Jose @ 7pm
Sat., Songstress Alavie  @ 7pm
Sun., Jackbox Trivia w/Safi a Valines 

Closed Monday
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 3pm-11pm 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am to midnight

Sunday 11:30am - 9pm

Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  
We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Events & Entertainment 

Full-Service Restaurant & Irish Pub
Traditional Irish Food served at its BEST.  

We only use air fryers & convection ovens.

Closed Monday
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 3pm-11pm 
Fri. & Sat. 11:30am to midnight

Sunday 11:30am - 9pm

Every Tues., Krazy James Karaoke @ 7pm
Fri., Miguel Jose @ 7pm
Sat., Songstress Alavie  @ 7pm
Sun., Jackbox Trivia w/Safi a Valines 6-8pm

Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU

PUB: 091423-091523

Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake) Next to Gators Dockside (in Colonial Shoppes at Bear Lake)

Home | Auto | Business | Financial Services

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY, 
LIFE, AND FUTURE.

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

Let us help you with all your insurance needs!

www.cobfi n.com 
 Like us on Facebook

COBBLESTONE
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y

(407) 889-9555
(407) 889-5084

Home | Auto | Business | Financial Services

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY, 
LIFE, AND FUTURE.

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

Let us help you with all your insurance needs!

www.cobfi n.com 
 Like us on Facebook

COBBLESTONE
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y

(407) 889-9555
(407) 889-5084

Need to 
send or 

receive a 
FAX?

AOS
Apopka Office Supply

400 N. Park Ave.,  
Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455

Use our fax: 
407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

is located in the same 
building as

The Apopka Chief & 
The Planter newspapers.
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Commissioner asked a city 
employee to meet him at a 
restaurant near his place of 
business. During the meet-
ing, the City Employee was 
told that if I (Nelson) would 
not run for another term as 

Mayor, the Commission-
er would drop the censor-
ship vote. The City Em-
ployee has agreed to swear 
under oath and/or take a lie 
detector test to prove that 
this meeting actually hap-
pened.”

“His accusation that I 

made a quid pro quo type 
of offer to a city employ-
ee is a complete fabrica-
tion and not supported by 
any ounce of evidence. 
Said differently, it’s what 
normal individuals would 
call a lie,” Becker said af-
ter quoting Nelson’s state-
ment. “I would like to call 
out and have you pay close 
attention to his words. He 
said the city employee has 
quoted, and again, quote, 
‘agreed to swear under 
oath or take a lie detector 
test to prove that the meet-
ing actually happened.’ End 
quote. What the mayor did 
not say was the employee 
would swear under oath or 
take a lie detector test to 
prove that the quid pro quo 
request that the mayor has 
accused me of saying. 

“To that end, hold 
the cost of the lie detec-
tor test. As I freely admit, 
I had lunch with a few city 
employees at restaurants 
around my office in Mait- 
land during my time of ser-
vice, all within the limi-
tations of our city char-
ter. However, there was 
only one employee I had 
lunch with during the pe-
riod leading up to the cen-

sure proceedings, and that 
was Mr. Glen Brooks on 
July 19th, 2023. To claim 
as the mayor did that I was 
the one to ask the employ-
ee to the restaurant flies in 
the face of his ‘Facts are a 
funny thing’ mantra. The 
real fact is that Mr. Brooks 
texted me, to which I ac-
tually have evidence. I’ve 
got the text messages that 
I can provide and furnish 
to the clerk. On July 12th, 
2023, at 2:13 p.m. with the 
following message: ‘You 
available tomorrow or Fri-
day for lunch? Question. 
I can come towards your 
work if that would be bet-
ter.’ End quote. 

“The lunch itself was 
at Applebee’s on South-
hall Lane in Maitland, 
down from my office, and 
I would have a tough time 
believing that Mr. Brooks 
could or would (A) claim 
that I made that quid pro 
quo request the mayor is 
accusing me of saying, or 
(B) say that the primary in-
tention for the meeting was 
anything other than dis-
cussing Mr. Brooks’ fund-
ing priorities for water ex-
penditures and the public 
services budget being dis-

cussed in city budget work-
shops the following week 
from that lunch. 

“All said, this is yet 
another pathetic – and I 
say pathetic, bolded, pe-
riod, underlined, capital – 
anything that I can say is, 
it’s a pathetic example of 
this mayor falsely dispar-
aging my name in a public 
hearing with zero evidence 
to support this claim. This 
from a person who, at every 
turn, has the audacity to say 
I’m the one playing poli-
tics. Apopka, you deserve 
better – and I’m going to 
look right into the cam-
era – you deserve better. 
You should demand better 
and more importantly, you 
should vote for better.”

Becker wrapped up his 
four-minute speaking time 
by asking the mayor for ev-
idence to back up his quid 
pro quo claims: “I want to 
see the evidence. I want 
you to name the employee 
that you said in your com-
ments the last meeting that 
apparently said that I made 
these accusations because 
I had already filed to say 
that I was not running for 
reelection. And why didn’t 
you bring it up during the 

censure vote a year ago or 
over, almost a year ago? 
Thank you.”

In 2023, Becker an-
nounced his decision to not 
run for re-election on the 
City Council. 

Last April, he resigned 
as city commissioner of 
Seat 3 and vice mayor, cit-
ing the sale of his Apopka 
home and moving out of the 
city as the reason. As such, 
he missed what would have 
been his last City Council 
meeting on April 17. 

Nadia Anderson was 
elected as Becker’s suc-
cessor in Seat 3 against ri-
val Darryl Richardson in 
the March 19 City Coun-
cil election. She and Nick 
Nesta, the Seat 4 incum-
bent who won his second 
term against challenger 
Eric Mock, took their oath 
of office on April 30. 

On June 19, the City 
Council voted 3-2 to re-
imburse Nelson’s attor-
ney fees amounting to 
$1,527.50 related to an eth-
ics complaint filed against 
him, but regarding rescind-
ing of the censure put on 
Nelson in 2023, the City 
Council allowed the vote to 
die on the floor. 

Continued from page 1A

Statement: ‘I want to see the evidence,’ Becker tells mayor 

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

JUNE 2024

Receive a free 5-year warranty with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 407-753-7287
to schedule your free quote!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 8/31/24.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 8/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 8/31/24.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!
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Adul t  school 
crossing guards are 
needed by Orange 
County. Paid posi-
tions are open near 
most neighborhood 
schools.

Adul t  school 
crossing guards are 
employed by the 
Sheriff of Orange 
County to protect 
children attending el-
ementary and middle 
schools in all parts of 
the county. 

School cross-
ing guards are paid 

$17.31 per hour and 
only work two hours 
a day. 

Cash allowances 
are paid for recruit-
ing assistance and 
good attendance. 

Training, pro-
tective clothing and  
safety equipment are 
provided at no ex-
pense to the guards.

Candidates for 
employment must 
meet the minimum 
requirements whuch 
are: be able to per-
ceive potential traf-

fic hazards; be suffi-
ciently agile to move 
swiftly to avoid dan-
ger; be able to  com-
prehend and commu-
nicate fluently in ver-
bal and written Eng-
lish; be legally eli-
gible to work in the 
United States, be 
at least 18 years of 
age, and have a clean 
criminal history (any 
arrest history will be 
individually evaluat-
ed).

To view job post-
ings and/or to ap-

ply online,  vis-
it the school cross-
ing guard unit on 
the website at www.
ocso.com, or call 
407-836-4082.

T h e  O r a n g e 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice is an equal op-
portunity employer. 

Its address is: 
OCSO, Human Re-
sources Division, 
2500 W. Colonial 
Dr., Orlando 32804, 
or Post Office Box 
1440, Orlando, FL 
32802-01440.

School Crossing Guards needed

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com  
or call 407-886-2777 to find out about  

our Business Profile program.  
Visit www.theapopkachief.com  

Helping you is our business!

LET US TELL 
YOUR BUSINESS 

STORY!

Advertise your legal notice in
The Aopka Chief

Call 407-886-2777 or visit 
www.theapopkachief.com

Deadline for Friday’s publication: 
Tuesday, 5 p.m.

Mail to 
PO Box 880, Apopka, Fl 32704 

or bring the notice to 
400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka,

or fax 407-889-4121 or Email: 
legals@the apopkachief.com

Notices are also published online at 
www.theapopkachief.com and 

statewide on floridapublicnotices.com

3030 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

We Buy Kid’s Things

3030 E. Semoran Blvd., Ste 202, Apopka
407-788-8010

We Buy Kid’s Things
We have lots of “like new” clothing 

to start the new school year!
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
  now with Plymouth*
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Plymouth (and Apopka)
 Church of Christ*
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Patmos Chapel SDA
 321-870-8583
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)

Having come of age in 
the 1970s—an era of “free 
l o ve ” and  r ad i c a l 
disinhibition—I am not 
eas i l y  shocked, nor 
particularly prudish. But last 
summer at the beach was a 
bit surprising, if not shocking.

I was amazed at how 
revealing many women’s 
bathing suits were; I’ve since 
learned that these are “thong 
bikinis.” Having thought that 
thongs were a type of 
underwear it seemed to me 
that women are now going 
about in their underwear. 
And yes, they’ve been doing 
this for a while (the “bra and 
blazer” outfit dates to at least 
the 1990s).

Areas of our bodies 
which previously were kept 
hidden (and still are in some 
societies) are now displayed 
without shame. We have 
seemingly arrived at a point 
in time where the distinction 

between high fashion and 
semi-nudity are difficult to 
discern. 

There is a reason why 
one of the first stories in the 
Bible is of Adam and Eve 
discovering their nakedness 
and seeking to cover it up. 
Innocent babes need not 
cover their nakedness 
(perhaps harking back to the 
primeval time in the Garden 
of Eden, when Adam and 
Eve were unashamedly 
naked), but as we grow up 
and develop “secondary 
sexual character ist ics” 
perhaps we should keep 
certain parts covered.

Ask yourself: would you 
wear this to church? Of 
course, the beach and church 
call for different styles of 
dress, and yet even the beach 
could use a bit more modesty.

– Christopher Simon

08/02/24

A Plea For Modesty
“Look, I come like a 
thief! Blessed is the one 
who stays awake and 
remains clothed, so as 
not to go naked and
be shamefully 
exposed.” Revelation 
16:15 NIV

A Plea For Modesty

(See message above.)
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A Plea For Modesty
“Look, I come like a 
thief! Blessed is the one 
who stays awake and 
remains clothed, so as 
not to go naked and
be shamefully 
exposed.” Revelation 
16:15 NIV

A Plea For Modesty

Johnnie E 
Ricketson

3/5/40-7/16/24

There will be a 
celebration of 

life for JR, as he 
was known, at 
The Victory 

Church, 
509 S. Park Ave., 

on Saturday, 
August 3, 
at 11 a.m.

We know he is 
at peace in his 

heavenly home.
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VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

See 
Obituaries  

on page 10A

CHARLENE R. CECIL, 88, of Zellwood, passed away on July 16, 
2024. Mrs. Cecil was born on September 15, 1935 in North Adams, Mas-
sachusetts. Mrs. Cecil is preceded in death by: children, Randy Dean 
Cecil, Sandra Cecil, and Dori Cecil. She is survived by: husband, Ralph 
Cecil; son, Bart Cecil; as well as 9 grandchildren and 13 great grand-
children.

…

BERTON RONALD CARRIER (BERT), 73, passed away on July 
21, 2024. He was born on May 12, 1951, in Bogalusa, LA. Berton was 
preceded in death by: parents, Elbert and Vera Carrier; brother, Ken-
neth Carrier; He is survived by: brother, Arthur Gene Carrier; wife, Cher-
yl (Tynes) Carrier; son, Justin Carrier (wife, Charlotte); daughters; Leah 
Beth Carrier and Allison (Rhodes) Westover (husband, Shayne); four 
grandchildren.

...

BREANA NICOLE UPCHURCH, 29, passed away on July 22, 
2024. She was born in Longwood, on October 27, 1994. She is sur-
vived by: great-grandmothers, Francis Upchurch, and Lenora Ferguson; 
grandparents Betty and Danny Oliver, Fran and Roy Rimmer; father, 
John Upchurch; mother, Stacy Upchurch; sisters, Amanda Cleveland, 
Rachel, and Autumn; one brother-in-law; one nephew; one aunt; four 
cousins.

…

Obituaries

Do you have 
church news 
you would 
like us to 
publicize? 

Call The Apopka Chief 
& The Planter  

at 407-886-2777, 
fax 407-889-4121, or email 

news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online 
Forms: www.

theapopkachief.com
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Two Orange County 
contract workers were in-
jured as a result of a partial 
scaffolding collapse during 
ongoing repair work. 

The scaffolding col-
lapse occurred at approxi-
mately 8:30 a.m. on Thurs-
day, July 25, at the pedestri-

an bridge connected to the 
West Orange Trail in Apop-
ka, according to the Apop-
ka Fire Department. 

The injured workers 
were promptly assessed by 
on-site crews and subse-
quently transported to the 
hospital for further evalua-

tion and treatment. 
“We are relieved to re-

port that no other injuries 
were sustained, and all oth-
er workers at the site were 
accounted for and are safe. 
The cause of the collapse is 
currently under investiga-
tion,” according to a state-

ment released by the Apop-
ka Fire Department. “We 
will continue to monitor the 
situation and provide as-
sistance as needed. Further 
updates will be provided as 
more information becomes 
available.”

Two workers hurt in scaffolding collapse

The Florida Department of Ed-
ucation, along with the Department 
of Revenue, highlighted the Back-
to-School Sales Tax Holiday, which 
started Monday, July 29 and extends 
through Sunday, August 11. The sales 
tax holiday allows Florida families to 
save money on essential items stu-
dents need for the upcoming school 
year. 

“Students can achieve remark-
able things when provided with the 
right tools for success,” said Com-
missioner of Education Manny Diaz, 

Jr. “Thanks to Governor DeSantis and 
the Legislature, Florida continues its 
promise of helping parents purchase 
school supplies for the coming school 
year. I encourage all families to take 
advantage of this great opportunity to 
save money.”  

“The Back to School Sales Tax 
Holiday is an excellent way for Flori-
da families to save money on the sup-
plies students need for a successful 
school year,” said Jim Zingale, exec-
utive director of the Florida Depart-
ment of Revenue. “Information about 

qualifying items is available on the 
Department of Revenue’s website at 
floridarevenue.com/backtoschool.”

There will be a second Back-to-
School Sales Tax Holiday during the 
spring semester of the school year to 
help families replenish their student’s 
school supplies. 

For more information and to 
view the lists of qualifying items, vis-
it the Department of Revenue’s Back-
to-School Sales Tax Holiday website 
at floridarevenue.com/backtoschool.

Back-to-School Sales Tax Holiday 
will run through August 11
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on page
10A of this 
newspaper.
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Solutions can be found on page 7A 
of this newspaper.
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Joseph Anthony Migliori, 
known affectionately as Joe, 
passed away on July 3, 2024, 
at the age of 87, in Tavares, 
Florida. Born on March 1, 1937, 
in Woodville, Ohio, Joe was a star 
athlete and a pillar of strength in 
his community.

Joe’s passion for sports was 
evident from his youth in Woodville, 
Ohio, where he excelled as a star 
athlete. His talent earned him a 
baseball scholarship to Wisconsin 
University in 1956. He completed 
his college career at Heidelberg 
College in Tiffi n, Ohio. After 
college, he continued to engage 
in athletics by playing semi-
professional football for the Toledo 
Tornadoes. Joe dedicated over 30 
years to educating young minds 
as a Physical Education teacher 
in both Ohio and Lake County, 

Florida, a career that refl ected his 
love for sports and commitment to 
youth development.

Aside from his professional 
life, Joe was a devout member of 
St Patrick’s Catholic Church in Mt. 
Dora, Florida. His faith was an im-
portant aspect of his life, providing 
him with strength and guidance.

Joe’s personal life was 
fi lled with joy and love. He was a 
loving husband to Rosalie Migliori 
and a father to Greg Migliori, Amy 
Hardesty, Jamie June, Sue Miller, 
and Todd Migliori. He was also 
blessed with 14 grandchildren and 
7 great-grandchildren who brought 
him immense happiness. Sadly, he 
was preceded in death by his son, 
Greg Migliori.

A man of many interests, 
Joe cherished the moments spent 
attending his children and grand-

children’s sporting events across 
central Florida, cheering them on 
and providing constant support. All 
fi ve of Joe’s children played sports 
at Apopka High School.

The Migliori family has 
entrusted Harden Funeral Home 
in Mt. Dora, Florida, with the ar-
rangements. Joe’s life and legacy 
was celebrated and remembered 
by his family, friends and all who 
know him. His commitment to his 
family, faith and community leaves 
a lasting imprint that will not be 
forgotten.

Joseph Anthony Migliori
Berton Ronald Carrier 

(Bert), beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, and esteemed mem-
ber of the community, passed 
away on July 21, 2024, at the 
age of 73. Born on May 12, 1951, 
in Bogalusa, LA, Bert passed 
peacefully with his family by his 
side in his home in Apopka, FL.  

Bert had a zest for life 
that was evident in his favorite 
hobbies, which included golfi ng 
(far too often!), travel, and pas-
sionately rooting for LSU football, 
his alma mater where he gradu-
ated with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in 1982. He loved nothing more 
than cheering on his beloved LSU 
Tigers during football season, 
and occasionally yelling at them 
through the TV. The only thing 
Bert passionately hated was 
onions and garlic, a fact that 
anyone who knew him was bound 
to know.

Throughout his life, Bert’s 
career showcased his varied gifts 
and talents. He served as an 
Investigator for the Washington 
Parish Sheriff’s Offi ce, was a 
Radio DJ in Bogalusa and had 
a long and successful career in 
sales. Bert retired after nearly 30 
years of dedicated service to SC 
Johnson (Johnson Diversey) as 

a senior executive in the retail 
business.

Bert had a strong commit-
ment to family and community. He 
dedicated over a decade of his 
life as a member and Chairman 
of the Orange County School 
Board, serving from 1992 to 2004, 
where he played a vital role in 
shaping the education system in 
his community. He also served 
as a director for the Florida 
Hospital Foundation - Apopka, 
further displaying his unwavering 
commitment to serving others 
and giving back to his community.  
Bert believed in treating each 
person with the same dignity and 
respect, asking little of others, 
giving much to others and loving 
unconditionally.

Bert was an active mem-
ber of his church, First Baptist 
Sweetwater, where he made 
many of his longest friendships 
and touched the lives of even 
more.  Whether giving of his time 
as a Sunday School teacher or 
serving as a Deacon, Bert left 
his mark on those he met and 
worshiped with each week.

Berton was preceded in 
death by his parents, Elbert and 
Vera Carrier, and his younger 
brother Kenneth Carrier. He is 

survived by his older brother, Ar-
thur Gene Carrier, his loving wife, 
Cheryl (Tynes) Carrier, his son, 
Justin Carrier (wife, Charlotte) 
and their children Andrew and 
Caroline, his daughters, Leah 
Beth Carrier and Allison (Rhodes) 
Westover (husband, Shayne) and 
their children Kelsey (Tyler) and 
Parker (Ashley).  

Bert will be remembered 
for his dedication to his family, 
community, and his unwavering 
love for LSU football. He will be 
deeply missed by all those whose 
lives he touched. May his soul 
rest in eternal peace.

Memorial services will 
take place at First Baptist Sweet-
water, in Longwood, Florida, on 
Saturday, August 10th at 2 PM 
with visitation prior to the service 
at 1 PM.  In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions may be made to the De-
mentia Society of America or the 
American Diabetes Association. 

Berton Ronald Carrier (Bert)
 May 12, 1951 - July 21, 2024
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Breana Nicole Up-
church was born in Long-
wood, Florida on October 
27th. 1994 raised in Apopka 
where she attended and 
graduated from Apopka 
high School in 2013. She 
was a proud member of the 
FFA and Apopka wranglers 
4-H. She attended Semi-
nole State College where 
she earned her associate’s 
degree in science and also 
her EMT and paramedic 
degree. Breana worked at 
SeaWorld of Orlando as a 
paramedic and was a proud 
Christian and member at 
Pine Lakes Baptist in Eus-
tis, Florida. 

In March of 2023 she 
was diagnosed with acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia. 
On July 22nd 2024 after a 
2-year battle, she passed 
with her family and close 
friend by her side. 

She is survived by her 
father John Upchurch moth-

er Stacy Upchurch sisters, 
Amanda Cleveland, Ra-
chel and Autumn of church 
brother-in-law Sean Cleve-
land nephew John Thomas 
Cleveland. Grandparents 
Betty and Danny Oliver, 
Fran and Roy Rimmer 
great-grandmothers Francis 
Upchurch Lenora Ferguson 
of Ohio Aunt Tracy Honeyc-
utt cousin Courtney Taylor, 
Peyton Honeycutt cousins 
Charles Miller and Justin 
Manning.

For this life we have 
been been blessed. I could 
die today. Give thanks and 
praise.

Be diff erent. Be nice. I promise it will change your life.

Breana Nicole Upchurch

Honor Your Loved Ones • 407-886-2777
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 Rio Grande 
Pork Roast is 
shared with 
us by Loraine 
Wright through 
Pot-Pourri of 
Zellwood’s pub-
lication put out 
by the Zellwood 
Community Center.
 Our friend Susan Nethercote 
gave us a copy of her family memo-
ries named The Jones-Morris Family 
Treasury. Therein, we find Nancy Ma-
husay’s recipe for Mrs. Olson’s Sloppy 
Joe Mix.
 We have Marvin Woods’ Macaroni 
Salad recipe. This recipe makes 6 serv-
ings, enough for most family meals. He 
says, “Most macaroni is tube-shaped, 
but there are other forms including 
shells, twists, and ribbons. Elbows are, 
of course, the favorite. Beware, most 
macaroni doubles in size during cook-
ing. This is one of the celebrated sal-
ads of the South. Whether it is an in-
door or an outdoor function, you will 
usually see a few different versions of 
this salad. I also like to add flaked crab-
meat or fresh tuna to this basic recipe. 
Other ingredients to think about using 
are ham, boiled eggs, sausage, and to-
matoes.” 
 Marvin says about his Marv Spice 
(Savory), “I use this spice mixture in 
my Macaroni and Cheese as well as 
in fish, chicken, and meat dishes that 
I feel can use a touch of inspiration.” 
The recipe for Marv’s spice is below.
 Mrs. Harrison Smith shares a dif-
ferent slant on biscuits with her Crisp 
Cheese Biscuits. She leaves with us 
this caution: “Don’t let them get too 
brown.” We found this recipe in Plains 
Pot Pourri, shared with us by our 
friends in Plains, Georgia.
 Green Tomato Pie comes from 
Treasures and Pleasures. This is a rec-
ipe from Betty Land, a dear lady and 
great friend of ours who is “gone, but 
not forgotten.”
 From Charleston Receipts, which 
is America’s oldest Junior League 
Cook in print (1950), we have Huckle-
berry Pie from Mrs. Thomas Legare, Jr. 
You need 3-1/2 cups fresh berries or 
canned, large lemon, butter, and a little 
cream, along with the usual suspects 
in making pie! They don’t actually list 
the pie crust ingredients. You may use 

premade pie crust if you like.

LORAINE WRIGHT’S 
RIO GRANDE PORK ROAST

Recipe from 
POT-POURRI OF ZELLWOOD
THE ZELLWOOD COMMUNITY 

CENTER
4-5 pound boneless rolled 
      pork loin roast
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon garlic salt
1/2 teaspoon chili powder – twice
1/2 cup apple jelly
1/2 cup catsup
1 tablespoon vinegar
1 cup crushed corn chips
 1) Place pork, fat side up, on rack 
in shallow roasting pan. 2) Combine 
the salt, garlic salt and the first 1/2 tea-
spoon chili powder, and rub into roast. 
3) Roast in 325-degree oven for 2 to 
2-1/2 hours or if you use a meat ther-
mometer, until it registers 165 degrees. 
4) In small saucepan, combine jelly, 
catsup, vinegar, and the remaining chili 
powder. 5) Bring to a boil. Reduce heat 
and simmer uncovered for 2-3 minutes. 
6) Brush roast with glaze. 7) Sprinkle 
top with crushed corn chips. 8) Contin-
ue roasting for 15 minutes more or un-
til thermometer registers 170 degrees. 
9) Remove roast from oven. Let stand 
10 minutes. 10) Measure pan drip-
pings, including any chips. Add water 
to make 1 cup. 11) Heat to boiling and 
pass around with meat.

MRS. OLSON’S 
SLOPPY JOE MIX

Recipe from 
The Jones-Morris Family Treasury

1-1/2 pounds ground chuck
1 tablespoon butter
1/3 cup minced onion
1/3 cup minced celery
1 tablespoon mustard
1 tablespoon lemon juice
2 tablespoons brown sugar
2 tablespoons vinegar
2 tablespoons Worcestershire
1 cup ketchup
1 cup hot water
 Mix all ingredients together. Cook 
gently 30-40 minutes. Serve on rolls, 
bread, rice or potato.

MACARONI SALAD
The New Low-Country Cooking

by Marvin Woods

1-1/2 pounds elbow macaroni, cook- 
            ed according to package direc- 
         tions, drained, and cooled
1/2 cup sweet pickle relish
1/2 cup finely chopped celery
1/4 cup finely chopped onion
1/4 cup finely chopped red bell 
      pepper
1/4 cup finely chopped green bell  
       pepper
1/4 cup mayonnaise
2 tablespoons Dijon-style mustard
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon Marv Spice (Savory) 
   (see below)
1/2 teaspoon celery salt
Salt and freshly ground black 
   pepper to taste
 Place the macaroni in a large bowl. 
Add the remaining ingredients and stir 
gently to combine. Add the remaining 
ingredients and stir gently to combine. 
Taste and check the seasoning, add-
ing salt and pepper if needed. Because 
of the mayonnaise, I serve this salad 
chilled. It can be stored in an airtight 
container in the refrigerator for 7 to 10 
days.

MARV  SPICE (SAVORY)
The New Low-Country Cooking

by Marvin Woods
1 tablespoon ground nutmeg
1 tablespoon chili powder
1 tablespoon cayenne pepper
1 tablespoon celery salt
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground 
   black pepper
 In a small bowl, mix all of the ingre-
dients together until combined. Store in 
an airtight container for up to 6 months.

MRS. HARRISON SMITH’S 
CRISP CHEESE BISCUITS

Recipe from Food Favorites of Plains, 
Georgia, PLAINS POT POURRI

1 stick butter
1 stick margarine
1/2 pound New York sharp cheese
1/2 teaspoon red pepper
1 teaspoon salt
2 cups plain flour
2 cups Rice Krispies
 Cream butter, margarine, cheese, 
salt and red pepper. Add flour which 
has been sifted and measured. Dip 
in Rice Krispies by hand. Roll to size 
of marbles. Put on ungreased baking 
sheet. Dip table fork in ice water and 

mash flat. Bake at 325 degrees for 15 
to 20 minutes. Don’t let them get too 
brown.

BETTY LAND’S 
GREEN TOMATO PIE

Recipe from 
First Presbyterian Church of Apopka, 

Treasures and Pleasures
4 medium size green tomatoes, 
   unpeeled and diced
1 tablespoon vinegar
1 tablespoon plain flour
1/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1 cup brown sugar
Grated rind of 1 lemon
1 tablespoon butter
Pastry for 2-crust pie
 Mix flour, cinnamon and brown 
sugar. Stir into tomatoes along with 
vinegar, lemon rind and diced but-
ter. Spoon into unbaked pastry shell. 
Make slits in top pastry and roll onto 
pie filling. Seal edges. Brush light-
ly with cream and sprinkle with sugar. 
Bake at 450 degrees for 10 minutes. 
Reduce heat to 350 degrees and bake 
30 to 40 minutes longer. Lay foil under 
dish while baking; sometimes it will run 
over. Makes 9-inch pie.20.3

MRS. THOMAS LEGARE, JR’s 
HUCKLEBERRY PIE

Recipe from Charleston Receipts, 
America’s Oldest 

Junior League Cookbook in Print,
a Cookbook by The Junior League 

of Charleston, Inc.
3-1/2 cups berries, fresh or canned
3/4 cups plus 2 teaspoons sugar
1 tablespoon flour
Little bit of butter
1 lemon
Little bit of cream
 Wash and drain fresh berries or 
drain canned berries. Put in pastry-
lined 9-inch pie plate. Mix flour with 3/4 
cup sugar. Pour over berries. Dot with 
butter. Sprinkle with lemon juice and 
some of the rind cut in small pieces. 
Cover with top crust, brush with cream, 
sprinkle with sugar. Bake in hot oven 
(425 degrees Fahrenheit) 15 minutes. 
Decrease heat to moderate (350 de-
grees Fahrenheit) and bake 20-30 min-
utes longer.

Green Tomato Pie recipe is different from the ‘usual’ fruit pie

View Kitchen Kapers by Nancy
online at

www.theapopkachief.com/recipes 

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy

The Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) will hold 
a public meeting regarding proj-
ect plans on State Road (S.R.) 
436 (East Semoran Boulevard) 
from U.S. 441 (South Orange 
Blossom Trail) to the Seminole 
County line in Apopka on Thurs-
day, August 8, at 5:30 p.m. 

The purpose of this project 
is to repave this section of S.R. 
436 to rehabilitate the asphalt and 
maintain a safe and reliable road-
way surface. 

The FDOT is offering mul-
tiple ways for the community to 
participate in the meeting. All 
participants, regardless of plat-
form they choose, will participate 

in the same live meeting.
FDOT encourages commu-

nity involvement and is offer-
ing this public meeting in a hy-
brid format to provide more ways 
to participate. All attendees, re-
gardless of which platform they 
choose, will receive the same in-
formation.

Public participation is solic-
ited; persons wishing to express 
their concerns relative to FDOT 
compliance with Title VI may do 
so by contacting Melissa McKin-
ney, FDOT District Five Title VI 
Coordinator, at melissa.mckin-
ney@dot.state.fl.us.

Persons who require accom-
modations under the Americans 

with Disabilities Act (ADA) or 
persons who require translation 
services (free of charge) should 
contact Carolyn Fitzwilliam at 
386-943-5215 or carolyn.fitzwil-
liam@dot.state.fl.us at least sev-
en days prior to the meeting. 

Anyone who is hearing or 
speech impaired may contact 
FDOT by using the Florida Relay 
Service, 1-800-955-8771 (TDD) 
or 1-800-955-8770 (Voice).
In-person open house option

Participants may attend in 
person by going Fran Carlton 
Recreation Center, 11 North For-
est Ave., Apopka, anytime be-
tween 5:30-7 p.m. to view a loop-
ing presentation and project dis-

plays, speak with project team 
members, and submit comments 
or questions. 

If attending in person, please 
remember to follow all safety and 
sanitation guidelines. Anyone 
who feels unwell should consid-
er attending the meeting virtually.

Virtual option
Interested persons may join 

over the internet from a comput-
er, tablet or mobile device at 5:30 
p.m. For this option, advance 
registration is required by visit-
ing bit.ly/3UFP6Rr. 

Once registered, participants 
will receive a confirmation email 
containing information about 

joining the meeting online. 
If using a mobile device, use 

the GoToWebinar app to be able 
to view the presentation and sub-
mit comments. If joining online, 
please allow adequate time to log 
in to view the presentation in its 
entirety.

Those who cannot attend 
the meeting may view all meet-
ing materials, including the pre-
sentation, and provide comment 
through the project website at 
cflroads.com/project/450640-1.  
People may also contact FDOT 
Project Manager Randy Turn-
er directly by phone at 386-943-
5207 or email at randall.turner@
dot.state.fl.us.

The Florida Depart-
ment of Education an-
nounced on Wednesday, 
July 24, the release of 
the 2023-24 School and 
District Grades. Over-
all, Orange County Pub-
lic Schools earned an “A” 
grade.

Key highlights in-
clude:

•The number of “A” 
traditional schools in OCPS 
continues to rise with 88 
traditional schools earning 
an “A” in 2023-24 com-
pared to 77 in 2022-23. The 
percentage of traditional 
schools earning an “A” in-
creased to 43 percent, up 
from 38 percent in 2022-
23.

•The percentage of 
traditional schools earn-
ing an “A” or “B” this year 
increased to 69 percent, 
compared to 62 percent in 
2022-23.

•No schools in OCPS 
received a school grade of 
F.

“I’m so proud of the 
work by our students, 

teachers, principals, admin-
istrators, support staff and 
parents. It is truly a com-
bined effort,” said Super-
intendent Maria Vazquez. 
“While a single letter grade 
does not tell the whole sto-
ry of our schools or school 
district, we are very pleased 
with the gains. We are com-
mitted to student success 

and making data-driven de-
cisions. This year’s prog-
ress monitoring assess-
ments allowed that to hap-
pen in a way that benefited 
our students. Congratula-
tions, to the fabulous OCPS 
team on a job well done!”

The Florida State 
Board of Education ap-
proved a new school and 

district grading scale July 
24, 2024. The results dem-
onstrate that the district 
remained the same or in-
creased in all seven compo-
nents included in the 2022-
23 baseline grades and im-
proved all learning gains 
components that were last 
reported in the 2021-22 dis-
trict grades.

Orange County Public School earned ‘A’ grade from state

FDOT to host public meeting on repaving S.R. 436 section
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GENERAL SERVICE: 
AUTO-BASICS

Auto technicians say the key to keeping 
vehicles running well – today and down 
the road – is routine maintenance. Yet 
many drivers tend to stall when it comes 
to keeping up with some everyday auto-
basics. A recent survey by the Car Care 
Council found 25% of cars had low or dirty 
engine oil, 13% had low or contaminat-
ed brake fluid, 18% had dirty air filters, 
17% had inadequate cooling protection 
or low coolant levels, 16% needed new 
windshield wiper and 27% had low or 
contaminated washer fluid, 18% needed 
new belts. Overall, 89% of vehicles were 

in need of at least one service or repair.
MAINTENANCE – 
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Marine • Heavy Truck • Light Truck
Lawn Mower • Industrial Supplies 
Paint & Body Supplies 
All Car Care Needs 
New & Old

“If you’re on a mission to fi x your transmission call...”

ATW
ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & Total Car Care Company

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300
alltransmissionworld.com

“If you’re on a mission to fi x your transmission call...”

ATW
ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & Total Car Care Company

4• Transmission • Clutches 
• CV Axles • Foreign & Domestic 

• Check Engine & Dashboard Warning Lights

Se Habla Español

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300
alltransmissionworld.com

• Transmission • Clutches 
• CV Axles • Foreign & Domestic 

• Check Engine & Dashboard Warning Lights

Se Habla Español

The Apopka Chief & The Planter  
www.TheApopkaChief.com

Take back your weekends. The 
businesses in our service directory 
are here to handle all of your home 

improvement needs.

Check out the 
Service Directory Pages

D-I-WHY?

KEEP THOSE 
WHEELS ROLLING... 

ROUTINE MAINTENANCE WILL HELP 
motorists address minor issues before they 

become more complicated and 
more expensive repairs.

FAIR • HONEST 
DEPENDABLE

All Work Guaranteed

Mon.-Fri. 8 -5:30 • Closed Saturday
407-880-35301012 E. Semoran Blvd.  Apopka

CERTIFIED AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS • COMPUTER DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

Serving Satisfi ed Customers 
Since 1987

• Wheel Balance & 
 Alignments 
• Tune Ups • Brakes 
• Shocks 
• Fuel Injection 
 Service Oil Change 
• C.V. Joints 
• Tires

St. Reg. 
#MV05682

C A R D Swww.JandKautomotiveinc.com
Become a Fan on Facebook: J & K Automotive

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

Now Offering ANYWHERECARE
National Limited Warranty

& 24-Hr. Roadside Assistance

Automotive
J & K

Now Hiring 
Mechanic

Back-to-school time 
is the perfect time for 
preventive vehicle main-
tenance and needed re-
pairs.  

Parents might be 
getting ready to wave 
goodbye as their college 
student drives away. Or, 
on the other hand, they 
might be arranging their 
calendar for local school 
drop-off and pick-up. No 
matter what your back-
to-school experience 
may be, it’s wise to pre-
pare your vehicle. 

Without taking the 
time to prepare for the 
tasks ahead, your ve-
hicle is more likely to 
have small issues that 
erupt into major prob-
lems.  Car problems are 
bad news for college 
students far from home 
and for families stuck 
in the carpool lane.  No 
matter if you’re driving 
across town or across 
the country, you want to 
be sure your vehicle can 
get you and your loved 
ones there safely. 

The professionals 
at All Transmission 
World know that keep-
ing an eye on everyday 
wear and tear can stop 
small problems from 
becoming expensive 
headaches. Whether it’s 
a blown tire or engine 
failure, no one wants to 
think about having their 
car break down. But in 
a matter of seconds, 
you can go from making 
your way to your desti-
nation to limping to the 
side of the road.  

Located in Apop-
ka, All Transmission 
World has been proud-
ly serving the Greater 
Orlando area (Orange, 

Osceola, Seminole and 
Lake counties) since 
1982. Their goal has al-
ways been to provide 
outstanding customer 
service while deliver-
ing a quality product at 
an affordable price, sup-
ported by an iron-clad 
warranty. 

They are first and 
foremost the local trans-
mission specialists. With 
over 300 parts, hydrau-
lic systems, electrical 
systems, and computer-
controlled operations, 
today’s drive trains are 
notably sophisticated. 
The technicians and re-
builders at All Trans-
mission World spend 
many hours at home 
and on the job staying 
up to date with the latest 
products and changes 
to transmissions com-
ing from the automotive 
industry.

Some of the most 
frequently asked trans-
miss ion quest ions 
are listed below along 
with All Transmission 
World’s responses:

• “What should my 
transmission fluid look 
like?” – When check-
ing the fluid level, take a 

few seconds to observe 
its color and consisten-
cy. Healthy fluid is clear 
and has a pink or red-
dish tint. If the transmis-
sion fluid appears dark 
brown or exudes a burnt 
odor, the transmission is 
slipping.

• “What should I do 
if I have a transmission 
leak?” – Fluid leaks are 
signs of trouble. Check 
the underside of the 
transmission casing for 
wetness and the ground 
directly below the trans-
mission. Catch the leak 
early and the only ex-
pense you may have is a 
front or rear seal. Leave 
the leak unattended and 
extended damage to the 
transmission can re-
sult and lead to a much 
higher repair bill.

• “How do I know if 
my transmission is slip-
ping?” – Slipping is the 
most common driving 
symptom of transmis-
sion trouble. When the 
transmission slips, the 
gear changes become 
drawn out and a slight 
hesitation is felt as the 
shifts occur. A vehicle 
owner should NOT de-
lay in having the prob-

lem checked. This con-
dition usually signals 
an internal failure in the 
transmission.

Over the years, cus-
tomers who have en-
joyed their quality ser-
vice and products have 
clamored for All Trans-
mission World to offer 
many other automotive 
repairs, from oil chang-
es to brakes to complete 
engine rebuilds. They 
slowly introduced these 
new services store by 
store to ensure that their 
techs had the proper 
training and could deliv-
er the same high quality 
that their loyal custom-
ers have come to ex-
pect. Today, All Trans-
mission World is proud 
to say they provide com-
plete automotive re-
pairs.

Be sure to visit their 
website. It provides a 
lot of information about 
transmissions, as well 
as other automotive in-
formation. Give it a look 
at Al lTransmission-
World.com.

Advertisement

All Transmission World is a Total Car Care 
Shop serving cars, trucks, and company fl eets

To keep you and your loved ones safe on the road, take your car to an auto 
repair shop that is widely known for their superior service and expertise. Visit 
All Transmission World, conveniently located at 1150 E. Semoran Boulevard in 
Apopka. Call them today at 407-880-9300.

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

E-mail ads@TheApopkaChief.com or call 407-886-2777  
to find out about our Business Profile program.  

Visit www.theapopkachief.com Helping you is our business!


