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New plan introduced to rid
traffic fatalities from city

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

An initiative was in-
troduced, intended to elim-
inate fatalities and sever-
al injury crashes from the
Apopka area’s roadways.

Pamela Richmond,
city traffic coordinator,
explained the plan at the
Wednesday, January 3, City
Council meeting in City
Hall. Since this plan was
not an action item, no vote
was taken.

“I’m a little passion-
ate about this because I've
been here seven years now.
We’ve had quite a few fa-
talities — pedestrian, bicy-
cle, and a few auto-relat-
ed,” Richmond said when
introducing the plan. “So,
I take it a little personally.”

Under Vision Zero,
MetroPlan Orlando award-
ed funds through U.S. De-
partment of Transporta-
tion’s Safe Streets for All
(SS4A) grant program.
There are $5 billion in ap-
propriated funds over five
years, from 2022 to 2026.
The funds initiatives to pre-
vent roadway deaths and
serious injuries, and there
are regional, county and
local municipality action
plans.

Apopka’s Vision Zero

Plan will detail specific
strategies and projects that
will eliminate fatal and se-
vere injury crashes for
roadways in Apopka. Un-
der the plan, the city would
ensure that it addresses spe-
cific issues affecting the
city and not general con-
cerns of roadway safety.

“Most of our pedes-
trian and bicycle fatalities,
for example, occur on state
roads and are not the fault
of the driver of a vehicle,
but are caused by the pe-
destrian or cyclists,” Rich-
mond explained.

According to Rich-
mond, Vision Zero is an
idea that has been embraced
by the U.S. DOT and Flori-
da DOT metropolitan plan-
ning organizations and lo-
cal governments that envi-
sions a safe and connect-
ed transportation network
where people, regardless of
age, race, ability, and cho-
sen mode of transportation
can travel safely.

The primary tenet of
Vision Zero is that all traf-
fic deaths are preventable
by changing the traditional
approach to what is called
the Safe System approach,
a data-driven, holistic, and
equitable method to road-
way safety, Richmond ex-
plained.

Zillow

“It’s based on an ethi-
cal position where it can
never be acceptable that
people are seriously injured
or killed on the roadway
network,” Richmond said.
“So, we have a scope with
a consultant that’s been fur-
nished to us by MetroPlan
Orlando, and these are the
key tests. There are sev-
en primary tests that will
be followed to develop the
city’s plan.”

The safety action
plan’s development and el-
ements include an agency
adoption of a Vision Zero
resolution, public engage-
ment, policy assessment,
identification of projects
and strategies, and a plan to
measure progress.

Apopka’s Vision Plan
launched last month with a
kickoff meeting on Decem-
ber 11, 2023, comprised of
city staff, city partners, and
a member of the public,
Richmond said. Held in the
Edward Bass Conference
Room at Apopka City Hall,
the meeting was not open
to the public but intended
for the working group that
would guide the plan.

The city will start pub-
lic engagement later this
month, in which the city

See CITY Page 5A
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stages of labor.

While transporting the patient, the
crew saw that the patient’s condition had
progressed. They jumped into action to

Apopka Fire Department/Facebook

On December 19, 2023, AdventHealth recognized three Apopka firefighters, Josh Bak-
er, Tim Sundvall, and Josh Roell (I to r) with certificates of excellence for their level of
care and service provided during a recent call for a medical emergency.

Three firefighters recognized
for helping deliver baby

On December 19, 2023, Advent-
Health recognized three Apopka firefight-
ers with certificates of excellence for their
level of care and service provided during
a recent call for a medical emergency.

Apopka firefighter/paramedic Tim
Sundvall, firefighter/EMT Josh Roell,
and firefighter/EMT Josh Baker were dis-
patched to a call regarding a patient expe-
riencing a medical emergency. The crew
played a key role in recognizing that the
patient was going through the imminent

prepare the patient for delivery. Under the
firefighers’ care, the mother welcomed a
baby boy into the world.

Shortly after the delivery and assess-
ment of baby was performed, the ambu-
lance crew, mother and baby arrived at
AdventHealth Orlando labor and delivery
unit. Mother and baby were released from
the hospital without any complications.

On the Apopka Fire Department’s
December 30, 2023, Facebook post about
the firefighters’ recognition, the depart-

ment thanked Larry Marshall of Advent

Health and Orange County Medical Di-
rector Dr. Christian Zuver for personally
recognizing the firefighters.
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These screenshots show Amanda Brochu’s house at 1438 Bethesda St., Apopka, with the driveway (l) and af-
ter contractors ripped out the driveway, leaving dirt in its wake (r).

Scam leaves woman without driveway

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

A scam left an Apop-
ka woman without a drive-
way, and now she has fin-

ished raising money for a
new driveway.

On December 26,
2023, Amanda Brochu re-
ported to the Orange Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office (OCSO)

that her concrete driveway
had been removed without
consent from her home at
1438 Bethesda St., accord-
ing to OCSO.

Listed for $289,990,

the 1,090-square foot, four-
bedroom, two-bathroom
house has been on the mar-
ket for 31 days as of Thurs-

See DRIVEWAY Page 7A

City to plant live oak

Apopka Foliage Gar-
den Club members, the
Apopka Department of
Parks and Recreation,
Mayor Bryan Nelson and
city officials will plant a
live oak—a tree native to
Florida — on Friday, Jan-
uvary 19, at Alonzo Wil-
liams Park/Billie Dean
Community Center, 225
M A Board Street at 10
a.m.

A more than six-foot-
tall live oak has been cho-
sen from County Line Or-
namental & Trees, Inc.

The Duke Energy
Foundation is support-
ing this project with a
$20,000 grant to the Flor-

Clubs. The grant will help
garden clubs buy sizable
native trees. To be reim-
bursed, a club needs only
to plant a native tree. Pri-
ority is given to large,
hurricane-resistant, shade
trees in keystone genera,
which means the tree feeds
more caterpillars and baby

2023: began with new murals, old controversies

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Note: This is the first of a
four-part series reviewing
the news in Apopka in 2023
as written in the pages of
The Apopka Chief. This
week covers January, Feb-
ruary and March.

January
January 6, 2023

A firefighter union rep-
resentative said the rea-
son he and one other mem-
ber resigned from the safe-
ty committee was because
of what the union rep said
was a “shell game” the city

administration was playing
in taking responsibility for
firefighter Austin Duran’s
line of duty death in sum-
mer 2022.

Dream Lake Elemen-
tary School has unveiled its
newest mural created over
winter break: a mural wel-
coming students, families,
and visitors to Dream Lake
Elementary as a reflection
of the school’s growing di-
verse student body.

January 13, 2023

At its Wednesday, Jan-
uary 4, Apopka City Coun-
cil meeting at City Hall, the
Council received an up-

date of the city’s bicycle
and pedestrian safety pro-
gram that was launched
two years ago and has since
seen success in improving
the community’s bicycle
and pedestrian safety.

The city’s second
Winn-Dixie location, pic-
tured, is coming to fruition
at the Apopka City Center,
a 34-acre mixed-use devel-
opment at the U.S. High-
way 441/State Road 436 in-
terchange. To be located at
611 E. Main St. in Apopka,
the new Winn-Dixie is set
to open early this year and
create more than 100 jobs.

A teenage male was

shot at Wekiva High School
and was transported to the
hospital in stable condition,
according to Orange Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. Depu-
ties responded to Wekiva
High for the shooting on
Friday, January 6, at 9:08
p-m. When deputies ar-
rived, they found the one
teenage male who had been
shot.

January 20, 2023

The 14th annual Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Parade
in Apopka encapsulated the
legacy of King on Mon-
day, January 16, beginning
at the Apopka Community

ida Federation of Garden See TREE Page 8A
This week
Section A

Center/VFW Building on |Opinion......c..cceeueea. 2A

South Central Avenue and
traveling to the John Bridg-
es Community Center on
13th Street. The parade’s
theme this year is “Togeth-
er, we can make a differ-
ence.”

The Apopka City
Council voted 3-2 to use
$200,000 from the city’s
coronavirus funds to estab-
lish an economic develop-
ment department so it could
push the city’s economic
development forward.

In an effort to contin-
ue beautifying the Wekiwa
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Public Notice.... 4,12A
Bus. Review ....... 6,8A

Worship ......coceeeeeen 9A
Dining & Ent........ 10A
Kapers ........ccoeuneee 1A
Section B
Sports......cceeeerinen 1B
Legal ads.......... 7-10B
Classified........ 10-12B
Service Dir........... 12B
Find Public Notices
Online at: TheApopkaChief.com/
public-notices OR

FloridaPublicNotices.com

6" 06605 " 93104 ™




Apopka Event of the Week

Your Library, Your Voice: A Library
Focus Group, will meet at the North
Orange Branch, 1211 E. Semoran
Blvd., on Wednesday, January 10,
from 5:30-6:30 p.m. Join members of
your community in this focus group
discussion and be a part of the li-
brary’s strategic planning effort. Food
will be provided.

The Apopka Chief

January 5, 2024, Page 2A

Opinion

Quotable

Across the state, 35.82 per-
cent of Florida’s 67 counties
have fewer than 10 physicians
for every 10,000 people.

Guest article on the need
for more physicians.
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Florida needs more physicians,
entertainment tax changed

(The Center Square) —

A report by the Florida Legisla-
ture’s research arm says Florida will
need more physicians to deal with an
aging population despite massive in-
creases in tax dollars going to graduate
medical education.

According to a report from the Of-
fice of Program Policy Analysis and
Government Accountability released
in December, recent studies have es-
timated that Florida will have the sec-
ond largest physician shortage by 2030
among all states. This comes despite
Florida investing heavily into gradu-
ate medical education — using Medic-
aid funds — which have increased by
1,205 percent since 2013.

The report states that while there
has been an increase in practicing phy-
sicians thanks to the state’s investment
into graduate medical education, de-
mand is outstripping supply as Florida
is one of the fastest-growing states in
the U.S. and third largest by popula-
tion, behind Texas and California.

State funding for graduate medical
education has increased from $80 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2013-14 to $718 4
million by fiscal year 2021-22, increas-
ing the number of positions from 4,686
to 8,065. Researchers stated that phy-
sicians would often stay in the state
where they completed their training,
so increasing the number of available
positions could increase the number of
physicians in Florida’s workforce.

The report recommended that
strategies be implemented to increase
physician retention rates. Florida lacks
state-level planning that includes clear
objectives and policy priorities, hin-
dering the state’s ability to track prog-
ress. It was further recommended that
lawmakers direct the research agency
to conduct periodic assessments of the
graduate medical education system to
enhance data collection and reliability.

A policy document from the Flor-
ida Hospital Association issued in Au-
gust stated similar findings in its sum-
mary, projecting that the physician
shortage could be 18,000 by 2035 and
recommending that funding be in-
creased for graduate medical education
to address this growing issue.

The 2023 Florida Physician Work-
force Annual Report states that most
physicians are located in the more pop-
ulous counties and within larger ur-
ban areas. Across the state, 35.82 per-
cent of Florida’s 67 counties have few-
er than 10 physicians for every 10,000
people.

According to the report, there are
approximately 98.11 percent of all
physicians working in urban counties,
while only 1.89 percent work with-
in Florida’s 31 rural counties. The re-
port further states that 34.17 percent or
19,396 physicians are 60 or older.

(The Center Square) —

The Florida Legislature’s research
arm released a report documenting is-
sues with some of the Sunshine State’s
economic development incentives and
programs.

Areview of Florida’s entertain-
ment industry incentives by the Office
of Program Policy Analysis and Gov-
ernment Accountability showed that
1,409 production companies had re-
ported spending an estimated $1.3 bil-
lion on average. Companies also saved
around $22 million in sales tax, and 57
percent of production companies said
the incentives affected their decision to
work in Florida.

However, the passage of House
Bill 5 in June repealed the Entertain-
ment Industry Tax Credit. It was re-
ported in February that the Entertain-
ment Industry Financial Incentives
program only returned approximately
seven cents for every dollar spent.

VISIT FLORIDA, the official
state-funded tourism marketing cor-
poration reported that Florida’s tour-
ism employment grew by 21 percent
or 278,540 employees between 2013
and 2022. Visitor numbers broke the
previous 2019 record of 131.4 million
visitors in 2022 by 5 percent, totaling
137.6 million international and domes-
tic visitors.

The watchdog agency noted that
improvements could be made to en-
hance its evaluations of marketing ac-
tivities, recommending the revision of
internal measures to improve the or-
ganization’s performance rather than
maintaining already achieved targets
and improving consumer awareness.

A review of the Florida Sports
Foundation found that it had met its
contractual performance obligations
and reported that sporting events that
had received foundation grants had
generated more than $1.8 billion in
economic activity and attracted more
than 2.5 million domestic visitors from
out of state.

Between 2019 and 2021, Florida’s
sports industry was estimated to be
worth around $71 billion, supporting

See SHORTAGE Page 4A
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MetroPLAN wants to reduce fatalities

Serving as an Orange
County Commissioner on
the three-county metro-
politan area transportation
planning agency is vital.
As a board member, we re-
ceive reports from numer-
ous transportation agen-
cies including FDOT, Bike
Walk Central Florida, and
others.

A news conference
was recently held on the Vi-
sion Zero Initiative with the
purpose of reducing traffic
fatalities to zero. It was a
terrible thing to learn that 5
people die and 35 are seri-
ously injured every week in
Central Florida. The Metro
Plan organization is com-
mitted to reducing these

County Commissioner
District 2

Christine Moore

human tragedies through
greater enforcement, engi-
neering improvements, and
great driver education.

Dr. John Tyler, the Dis-
trict 5 Director, routinely
delivers informative re-
ports on the accomplish-
ments of his agency. FDOT
utilizes state and federal
funding for completion of

local transportation proj-
ects. Governor DeSan-
tis’ Moving Florida For-
ward program has focused
funding on expanding ca-
pacity along I-4 through
Osceola County. I'm sure
many of you have been de-
layed through the Cham-
pion’s Gate area south of
Disney. The design/build
project has 2 billion dol-
lars committed for I-4 im-
provements. Dr. Tyler also
reported that FDOT is cur-
rently improving three in-
terchanges at Sand Lake
Road, Daryl Carter Park-
way, and SR 535.

Dr. Tyler announced

See MOORE Page 4A

Border experts highlight tension

By Federal Newswire
Jan 2,2024

As the year 2023
draws to a close, border
threat experts highlight
the ongoing tension be-
tween the United States
and Mexico as a significant
issue. This tension, they
argue, is adversely affect-
ing the fight against fentan-
yl. While there have been
instances of collaboration
between the two countries
in combating drug cartels,
there have also been mo-
ments of strain that could
potentially exacerbate both
the border situation and the
fentanyl crisis.

According to Insight
Crime, a notable incident
occurred in April when
U.S. officials announced
charges against two doz-
en suspected members of

the Sinaloa Cartel’s Los
Chapitos faction. However,
shortly after these charges
were announced, Mexican
President Andrés Manu-

el Lépez Obrador accused
the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) of
overstepping its jurisdic-
tion with regard to Mexi-
can affairs.

Loépez Obrador has
largely downplayed Mex-
ico’s role in the U.S. fen-
tanyl crisis. As recently as
March, he stated that Mex-
ico neither consumes nor
produces fentanyl, accord-
ing to AP News. Despite
substantial evidence con-
tradicting this claim at the
time, it has since been dis-
proven and Mexican of-
ficials have revised their
stance.

Drug trafficking has

long been a contentious is-
sue between Mexico and
the United States, particu-
larly concerning anti-nar-
cotics cooperation. Accord-
ing to InSight Crime, some
individuals in the United
States - including politi-
cians - believe that direct
military action is required
to combat Mexican drug
cartels.

The fentany] crisis in
the United States has only
heightened these tensions.
InSight Crime reports that
over 110,000 Americans
died from overdose deaths
in 2022 alone; approxi-
mately 75% of these deaths
were attributed by the CDC
to fentanyl. The number
of synthetic opioid-related
deaths in America has risen

See CARTELS Page 4A

This Week In God’s Word

“Surely the righteous will never be shaken;
they will be remembered forever.”
Psalm 112:6

The path of least
resistance make rivers
and people crooked.
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Usable information can be gained from everyone we chance to meet

The wonder of it all!

steeped in the teaching of

I cannot get over how our
lives are so enmeshed with
other lives.

I'look back on my own
life and I can see the many
people that have effective-
ly changed my attitude,
my way of thinking, and

Socialist/Communist ideol-
ogy. Their goal for America
is to throw out the United
States Constitution and re-
place it with a global gov-
ernment that will be ben-
eficial only to those with
wealth and the power of the

sometimes, my way of liv-

government behind them.

ing. We never stop learning
and everyone we meet has
something to offer that we

emotions rather than learn
the facts and act accord-

There will be no middle
class, just the rulers, and
the ruled.

can turn into usable infor-
mation.

Unfortunately, our
young people of today are
being taught to react to

ingly. A majority of our
professors in colleges to-
day are the by-products of
the “hippy” movements of
yester-year and have been

I cannot ever recall in
my lifetime when there has
been so much confusion
and chaos about who we
are and what we stand for.

As T have previously stat-
ed, education should never
be limited to one avenue
of learning, but should be
drawn from all of life’s cir-
cumstances, and the tes-
timonies of those who
have “been there, done
that.” I have told my chil-
dren that college is an ex-
pensive choice, and the
school of hard knocks costs
more than money, (some-
times flesh), but the lessons
taught, if applied, will be
lifetime contributors to a
happy, substantial life.

Our colleges today are

becoming a quagmire of in-
doctrination, not education.
Those who can afford or to
borrow the money to attend
one of today’s institutions
of higher learning leaves
there with a distorted sense
of morality, and ethical be-
havior. Our colleges of yes-
teryear would never have
allowed students to use ri-
otous behavior, walk-outs,
or any other disruptive ac-
tions to further their ques-
tionable social retaliation
against opposing views.
Years ago, the De-
bate Teams would be in full

force and common sense
would rule the actions that
were called for, (if any).
Ask many of our college
students today why they
are protesting whatever,
and you will find a multi-
tude of different answers,
some that have no founda-
tion of truth or understand-
ing. They pick up a hint

of what everyone else is
chanting and become a part
of politicized ignorance,
not even taking the time to
investigate the truth of the

See HAYDEN Page 4A
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Having a ball on

Community members,
elected officials and lo-
cal leaders celebrated
New Year's Eve at the
Plaza Ball Drop at Weki-
va Riverwalk’s Hurricane
Grill and Wings Res-
taurant on Sunday, De-
cember 31. The Apopka
High School Engineer-
ing Class, with funding
provided by The Rota-
ry Club of Apopka, pre-
sented the ball drop.
The party included mu-
sical guest, the Groove
Slayers.

New Year’s Eve

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief
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Time to change bid policy

Dear Editor,

For 110 years, the
Apopka Chamber has en-
couraged the community
and businesses to patronize
chamber members. This in-
cludes our local banks.

On December 6, 2023,
Apopka City Commission-
ers passed a policy to move
city investment funds out
of local banks to use Zeph-
yr Group | Morgan Stan-
ley of Denver, Colorado
for investment advisory
($40,000), and has touted
an increase in the city in-
come at 1 million dollars in
revenue, with an added in-
crease in transparency.

Please note the time-
line: Federal fund rates
were 0.09% on August 31,
2021, 2.33% on August 31,
2022, and August 31,2023,
it was up to 5.37% with
our local banks. The in-
crease in interest rates, and

the city’s administration
of the budget is the reason
for any increase in revenue
thus far, as funds haven’t
been moved yet.

Based on the Mor-
gan Stanley investment
program presentation that
was accepted by coun-
cil, the current invest-
ment account holdings are
$147,138,796.77. The port-
folio plan reflects a mon-
ey market allocation at
10% of the funds, which is
nearly 15 million dollars.
It is not a defined number,
leaves room for adjusting
the portfolio and doesn’t
specify the notification
process for doing so. It also
states that they will quan-
tify risks in the banking
system, specifically Flori-
da regional and community
banks. The disclaimer page
states there is no guarantee
that this investment strate-
gy will work.

We know numbers
hold NO bias or reframe
history. Adopting a bid pol-
icy change increase from
3% to 10% for local bid
preference and adopting a
minority small business bid
preference policy would go
a long way for the business
community and citizens of
Apopka.

Upcoming: Commis-
sioners Debate on Janu-
ary 16 at 6 PM at the VFW,
tickets are on sale now!

January 18, 9:30-11
AM, VFW, “Business
Contracting Opportuni-
ties — Central Florida Tour-
ism Oversight District,
Glen Gilzean, JR-District
Administrator, Free, Must
Register! Apopkacham-
ber.org

Sincerely,

Cate Manley, President,
Apopka Area Chamber of
Commerce

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF FUTURE LAND USE AND
CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs.
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances,
Section 2.4.7.B,

Development Code,

Kamoltip Norrasing have made application relating to the following

described property.

Article II,

ORDINANCE NO. 3036

163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a),
Land
that Mark Gilman and

Part III,

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
FUTURE LAND USE FROM IN PROGRESS TO RVLS (RESIDENTIAL VERY

LOW SUBURBAN),

FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1240 USTLER ROAD;

OWNED BY MARK GILMAN AND KAMOLTIP NORRASING, COMPRISING 5.068
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS,
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 3037

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE

ZONING FROM T
ESTATE) ,

(TRANSITIONAL)
FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1240 USTLER ROAD;

TO RCE

(RESIDENTIAL COUNTY

OWNED

BY MARK GILMAN AND KAMOLTIP NORRASING, LLC COMPRISING 5.068
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS,
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

g

Parcel Identification Number (s) :
5.068 +/- Acres

Contains:

34-20-28-9550-00-200

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Numbers 3036
& 3037 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the

Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,

January 17, 2024 beginning at 7:00 P.M.

Cartels: Must combat fentanyl traffic

Continued from page 2A

exponentially within just a
few years, and it is not ex-
pected that final figures for
2023 will show any signifi-
cant decrease.

Despite these chal-
lenges in U.S.-Mexico re-
lations regarding drug
cartels and illicit fentan-
yl, there are indications
of progress. For instance,
in 2023, the presidents of
Canada, Mexico, and the

United States established
the Trilateral Fentanyl
Committee. This group
brings together officials
from all three countries to
collaborate on combating
fentanyl.

In November, Presi-
dent Joe Biden and Lépez
Obrador held a meeting to
reaffirm their commitment
to addressing the fentanyl
crisis, as reported by In-
Sight Crime.

Furthermore, Ovidio

Guzman Lépez, one of the
leaders of Los Chapitos,
was extradited from Mex-
ico to the United States in
September to face trial for
fentanyl trafficking.

As reported in a pre-
vious article by Federal
Newswire, his expedited
extradition is seen as a po-
tential sign that law en-
forcement agencies in both
countries are intensifying
their efforts against fentan-
yl trafficking.

Hayden: Experience solves problem

Continued from page 2A

matter.

It has become unac-
ceptable to discuss a hotly
debated issue with older
folks, “because they do not
understand,” when, in all
reality, they have the his-
tory to defuse the situa-
tion quietly and effectively
without all the hullabaloos.
We have stopped up the
fountain of common sen-
sical learning and turned
to “knee jerk” reactions
by following well defined,
planned methods of social-
ism and communism taught
by people that have a stake
in the formation of such.

A nineteen-year-old
college student raised her
hand to object to the pro-
fessor’s ranting against
Christianity in a history
class. The professor sent
her to the Dean’s office for
disrupting the class.

When she was ques-
tioned as to why she was
disruptive, she responded

Moore: Feedback given

Continued from page 2A

the opening of the Weki-
va Parkway at [-4 in Janu-
ary. This roadway has been
in the pipeline for nearly
20 years. The construction
project has earned numer-
ous awards and has already
posted 19 million transac-
tions on the portion com-
pleted.

As most of you know,
the completion of the Weki-
va Parkway is leading to
the dense developments in
the city of Apopka at Kelly
Park Road and the SR 429.

Dr. Tyler also reported
on SunRail. SunRail is re-
covering ridership after the
pandemic with over 1 mil-
lion annual riders. The lat-
est new phase to Deland
is promised to open in the
summer of 2024.

SunRail is also im-

with the fact it was a his-
tory class and the professor
was nowhere near the his-
torical era they were study-
ing. She told the Dean she
was there for an education,
not indoctrination. The
Dean of the college floored
her when he told her that
for nineteen years she had
been indoctrinated by her
parents, now they were ed-
ucating her!

In today’s world, you
(parents) have been indoc-
trinating your children.
Now that they are out of
your house and have be-
come the children of the
world, they will be taught
the “true” meaning of life
and with the insistence and
assistance of the govern-
ment they will be turned
into globalists that believe
the only answer for all the
chaos is a one-world gov-
ernment where everyone
will be equal.

It has been said, “peo-
ple will choose an ordered
society over a chaotic free

proving their ticketing
vending and adding a mo-
bile app. I wish I could ride
the SunRail every day to
work. Maybe that will hap-
pen some day when the Or-
ange Blossom Express is
constructed through Lock-
hart, Apopka, and on up to
Zellwood.

The Sunshine Cor-
ridor, the route connect-
ing the Convention Cen-
ter/Epic Universe to the
airport, has an active and
effective group of advo-
cates working towards the
project becoming a reality.
Three community meet-
ings were held recently and
there was positive feedback
received from the public.

Dr. Tyler mentioned
FDOT’s interest in road
safety projects, in which I
am keenly interested. He
shared FDOT utilized rum-

one.” I feel we older folks
have stuck our heads in
the sand, believing that if
we cannot see it, it will go
away and not affect us. I
have news for you: if you
have not already been af-
fected, hold on. You are
next!

Unfortunately, it took
me growing older to see the
lessons I have been taught
by my many associates in
my earlier years. I still be-
lieve there are young peo-
ple that are preparing for
the turmoil to come in the
form of socialist domina-
tion.

I want to share the re-
sponsibility of teaching:
whenever, wherever, to
whomever that I am privi-
leged to encourage every-
one to be a fighter for the
United States of America,
and our constitutional gov-
ernment.

There are still some
wonderful people in the
United States. If you cannot
find one, BE ONE!

1S positive
ble strips on Hwy 60 to
slow traffic and construct-
ed raised crosswalks along
South Orange Blossom
Trail protecting pedestri-
ans. FDOT is in the process
of lighting up intersection
crosswalks and more than
a hundred have been com-
pleted.

Finally, I was elected
secretary/treasurer of the
Metro Plan organization.
Leadership is shared be-
tween leaders from Orange,
Seminole, and Osceola
counties. Thus, in 2025, 1
will be installed as the pres-
ident of Metro Plan. I am
extremely excited about
this leadership opportunity.
I plan to represent District
2 well. As is my practice, |
will share information on
transportation improve-
ments with you in future
columns.

Shortage: Franchises must comply

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
The proposed Small-Scale Future Land Use and
inspected at the Apopka Community

hearing to speak.

Rezoning Applications can be

Development Department located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays

between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown
if you decide to
appeal a decision made with respect to this matter,
a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim
which record includes the testimony and evidence

In accordance with the
persons with disabilities
in any of these proceedings
should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,
no less than 48 hours

below. Please be advised that, under State law,

record 1is made,
upon which the appeal 1s to be based.
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),

needing assistance to participate

Apopka FL 32703, Telephone:
prior to the proceeding.

407-703-1704,

Apopka City Council

January 5, 2024

Publish: The Apopka Chief

Community Development Department

you will need

175548

Continued from page 2A

The report states that Space Flor-
ida met its contractual obligations by
collaborating with both private and
public entities to grow the state’s aero-
space industry. This includes establish-

ing 40 documented partnerships with

nonprofit, public, and private entities.

over 978,000 jobs and attracting more
than 28 million visitors. The watchdog
agency noted, however, that there is

a lack of an oversight entity to ensure
franchises comply with some statutory
requirements.

Some stakeholders reported to the
watchdog agency that the organization
needed improvement regarding trans-
parency and efficiency.

It was recommended that Space

Florida consider working with the De-

partment of Commerce to go beyond
what has already been achieved and
set more ambitious goals, and to work
closely with stakeholders to enhance
transparency in its operations.

ALL ABOUT APOPKA

The Apopka Chief

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Pe-
riodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act
of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is EfF.
published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 400 %
North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual i%
subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Or-
ange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ad- f¥lie
dress changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., "M &2
32704-0880. Tt
The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community
weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The
newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988,
the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed
and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-
tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka

Telephone Numbers

City Hall407-703-1700

Mayor’s Office407-703-1701

City Administrator407-703-1649
City Clerk407-703-1704
Community Devel.407-703-1712
Code Enforcement407-703-1738
Finance Dept.407-703-1725

Fire (non-emerg.)407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-703-1741
Police Chief407-703-1769

Police (non-emerg.)407-703-1771
Job Line407-703-1743

Solid Waste Collect.407-703-1731
Street Maintenance407-703-1731
Utility Billing407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency911

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Animal Services407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags850-617-2000
Building Dept.407-836-8550
County Mayor407-836-7370
County Commission407-836-7350
County Attorney407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue407-836-3111

Solid Waste407-836-6601
Garbage Collection407-703-1731
Health Dept.407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-836-6200
Property Appraiser407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative407-254-7000

Other Area
Numbers of Note

U.S. Senators

Rick Scott (Rep.) 202-224-5274

Marco Rubio (Rep.)407-254-2573

U.S. Representative

Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)352-241-9220
State Representatives

Doug Bankson407-476-6787

Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)unknown
State Senators

Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools

Pupil assignment407-317-3233

Bus routes407-317-3800
Superintendent407-317-3200

apopka.net

The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. Itis
located at 28'30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.

Non-Emerg. Complaint407-836-4357

Utilities407-836-5515

All other departments407-836-3111

Medical, fire emergency911
www.orangecountyfl.net

School Board407-317-3200

Miscellaneous

The Apopka Chief407-886-2777

Museum of the Apopkans407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce407-886-1441
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City: Council approved Gray Robinson law firm
for consultation in obtaining
at 441,” Nesta said. “That

Continued from page 1A

will conduct pop-ups at lo-
cal events. A Vision Zero
plan will be drafted this late
spring, according to Rich-
mond.

Once the plan is com-
pleted, the city will aim to
get grants and get on Me-
troPlan’s prioritized list for
federal dollars to do some
safety improvements.

Even before Vision
Zero, the city of Apop-
ka made some traffic safe-
ty improvements. The city
had medians installed on
U.S. 441 to address a pe-

destrian safety issue there,
and establishing  street
lights wherever possible.

Commissioner Diane
Velazquez and Commis-
sioner Nick Nesta asked
Richmond to send council
members the Vision Zero
meeting dates, especially
since the council wants the
public to attend these meet-
ings, too.

“l was at the New
Year’s Eve party here on
Fifth Street, and somebody
had said it’d be great if we
had a crosswalk over (U.S.)
441 to get back to our hous-
es on the north side there

may not happen, but it
is good to hear direction
from the public that we’ll
be using these day in and
day out. So, it helps us be
able to market those dates
as well so that we have as
much feedback as possi-
ble.”

For more informa-
tion on Vision Zero Central
Florida, visit visionzerocfl.
gov.

Governmental consulting
services

The City Council ap-
proved the engagement of

Gray Robinson, P.A. to pro-
vide governmental consult-
ing services for federal ap-
propriations for a one-time
fee of $15,000 during the
current Congressional ses-
sion.

The agreement will au-
tomatically renew on Au-
gust 1 and annually after-
ward unless either party
cancels this with at least 30
days’ written notice.

“The City would like
to follow up on any rem-
nant funding through the
American Rescue Plan Act
as well as pursue new fed-
eral funding opportunities

federal funds

available from the federal
government,” according to
a city staff report in the Jan-
uary 5 City Council meet-
ing agenda packet. “Due to
the complexities of the re-
quirements for these fund-
ing opportunities, staff be-
lieves it is in the best inter-
est of the City to obtain the
services of Gray Robinson,
P.A. Gray Robinson, P.A.
has agreed to provide the
City with Federal consult-
ing/lobbying services on is-
sues related to appropria-
tions, funds, and grants that
may be available.

Send us Your News ¢ Email: news@theapopkachief.com

Fri. January 5, 2024
thru
Sun. January 7, 2024

NIGHT SWIM (PG-13)
1:40; 4:20; 7:00; 9:40
THE COLOR PURPLE
(PG-13) 12:50; 4:00; 6:40;
7:10; 9:50; 10:20
ANYONE BUTYOU (R)
1:50; 4:50; 7:40; 10:40
AQUAMAN AND THE
LOST KINGDOM (PG-13)
12:30;
1:10; 3:30; 4:40; 6:50;
7:30; 10:00; 10:30
MIGRATION (PG) 12:40;
1:30; 3:40; 4:10; 6:30; 9:30
WONKA (PG) 1:20; 4:30;
7:20;10:10
DISCOUNT DAY
TUESDAYS ONLY $5.95

with the Regal Crown Club Card
(Excluding Holidays).

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

Phone and Internet Discounts
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Florida Public Service Commission designated
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications
Carrier within its service area for universal service
purposes. CenturyLink’s basic local service rates
for residential voice lines are $30.50 per month
and business services are $43.50 per month.
Specific rates will be provided upon request.

CenturyLink participates in the Lifeline program,
which makes residential telephone or qualifying

Please Support These Businesses

& Service Organizations.
They Care About You & Are [nvesting in the Community.

broadband service more affordable to eligible low-
income individuals and families. Eligible customers
may qualify for Lifeline discounts of $5.25/month

for voice or bundled voice service or $9.25/month

Yard Clean-Up
Leaf Removal

Mbps upload to qualify.

programs.

for qualifying broadband or broadband bundles.

Residents who live on federally recognized Tribal
Lands may qualify for additional Tribal benefits

if they participate in certain additional federal
eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount is
available for only one telephone or qualifying
broadband service per household, which can be
either a wireline or wireless service. Broadband
speeds must be at least 25 Mbps download and 3

CenturyLink also participates in the Affordable
Connectivity Program (ACP), which provides
eligible households with a discount on broadband
service. The ACP provides a discount of up to
$30 per month toward broadband service for
eligible households and up to $75 per month for
households on qualifying Tribal lands.

For both programs, a household is defined as any
individual or group of individuals who live together
at the same address and share income and
expenses. Services are not transferable, and only
eligible consumers may enroll in these programs.
Consumers who willfully make false statements to
obtain these discounts can be punished by fine
or imprisonment and can be barred from these

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, visit
https://wwv.centurylink.com/aboutus/community/
community-development/lifeline.html for
additional information about applying for these
programs or call 1-800-201-4099 with questions.

V(‘S CenturyLmk

Tell them you saw it in

The Apopka Chief

NATIONAL
@2 — DEBT RELIEF —

S
Total Ground Maintenance

T/

FREE ESTIMATES 40728808042
Hour5° Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM

ala

[Environmentally]Friendly/Company!]

%

39241295

www.faithworkstotalground.com

50

Licensed & Insured
State Certified

Emergencv Services
Available After Hours

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL
32798

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential 3 Investment Real Estate

(

* Selling: What's your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug screening in APK and Nationally
v Covid Screens
v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

v/ Titer Testing

www.workplacescreening.com

TURN ANY DAY INTO
A JUMP-FOR-JOY
OCCHSION!

*NOW Available:
INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
©Bounce houses
and slide combos available
« Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
 Clean, Commercial Grade
Quality Units

FUN TIMES AHEAD!
Book NOW for Your
Special Occasion or
Holiday Party!

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.houncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and S.1.0.T.0. certified.

' IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME"\‘

Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Ministries of Good Life

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM.
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris ® 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

. Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings! /‘

The Best Compliment
You Can Give Is A Referral.

Please support these local businesses and organizations.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit

card or other unsecured debt, see how
National Debt Relief can help resolve your
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

Call today:\
+1 (855) 897-0671

»

—~—r

BBB i
ACCREDITED ratlng
BUSINESS

+

A Help Button Should

Go Where You Go!

To be truly independent, your personal
emergency device needs to work on the go.

MobileHelp® allows you to summon emergency help 24 hours a day, 7 days a week by
simply pressing your personal help button. Unlike traditional systems that only work inside
your home, a MobileHelp medical alert system extends help beyond the home. Now you
can participate in all your favorite activities such as gardening, taking walks, shopping and
traveling all with the peace of mind of having a personal alert system with you.
MobileHelp, the “on-the-go” help button, is powered by one of the nation’s largest
cellular networks, so there’s virtually no limit to your help button’s range.

No landline? No problem! While traditional alert systems require a landline, with the
MobileHelp system, a landline is not necessary. Whether you are home or away from
home, a simple press of your help button activates your system, providing the central
station with your information and location. Our trained emergency operators will know
who you are and where you are located. If you're one of the millions of people that have
waited for an alert service because it didn't fit your lifestyle, or settled for a traditional
system even though it only worked in the home, then we welcome you to try MobileHelp.
Experience peace of mind in the home or on the go.

“Hello, this is

MobileHelp. How OUR BEST
may | assist you?” OFFER EVER!
_ From
| 0) T
SHY,
/month

v
PF-SPADOSO05111658 - 5 deliveri

1-855-494-6455

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please cal for specific details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the
first year of service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is
ane-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthiy
cast. Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with purchase
of Annual plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive
an additional savings of $5.50 off the §11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when
carnbiried with MobileHelp Connect Premiu. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. I able, users should push their help button when they need assistance .
Fall detectior is not intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in
an on the cellular network at ll times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day
+ies on Saturdays/Sundays or to Hawail or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

GET OUR SPECIAL
OFFER NOW:

v FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

v FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

v 50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*
v plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

| i
" L ]
-
Unlike “stay-at-home” emergency
systems MobileHelp protects you:
Places where your Traditional H Ip
Help Button will work Button
At Home v v
On a Walk v x
On Vacation v x
At the Park v X
Shopping v x

Pammmmm  MobileHelp Features: L

*24/7 access to USS.
based emergency
operators

« Simple one-button
operation

* Affordable service

* GPS location detection

e
* Available Nationwide

| | BestEnepany
1 BEST OF THE BEST x

2023

-
BBB.

MHPN-01045 Rev. 1
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2023: City hosted South Apopka annexation workshops

Continued from page 1A

Springs area, a local group
asked a freelance artist to
paint a mural reflecting the
local wildlife. The mural

Together, let’s
Make ra
Statem' t.

FASTSIGNS.

Make Your Statement”

was created as part of the
beautification = movement
of the People of Wekiwa
Springs, a neighborhood
beautification group that
formed in October 2022

| Apopka

3030 E. Semoran Blvd. Suite 156
Apopka, FL 32703
407-774-0003
www.fastsigns.com/248

* HEALTH

e DENTAL
o LIFE

Your Local Agency for

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e MEDICARE
e CREMATION
e ACCIDENT

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
SE HABLA ESPANOL
Compass Health Insurance.com

3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184
Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487

Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

Florida Blue &Y

| * Door Prizes

|

|

|
P~

VFW POST 10147

' 519 S. Central Ave., Apopka
¢ invites you to its 3rd Saturday |
+: FUNDRAISING
A BREAKFAST
«. SAT., JAN. 20
| 8 a.m.-10 a.m.

« Scrambled Eggs
« Sausage Links « Pancakes
* Biscuits and Gravy

* Orange Juice * Coffee « Water

ALL FOR $7.00!

8 Children under 5 free with paid adult

Sponsored by
Rotary Club of Apopka

HAPPY 2024 -
May this new year
be the best ever!

e Drawings °

and meets every first Tues-
day of the month.

Costing around $3.3
million, the Florida De-
partment of Transporta-

tion (FDOT) is overhauling
a one-mile stretch on U.S.
441 from CR-437A/Central
Avenue to Bradshaw Road
in Apopka to improve safe-
ty along the corridor and to
extend the existing road-

way’s life.

January 27,2023

The city of Apopka
conducted a second com-
munity workshop in two
months to discuss the mass
annexation of unincorpo-
rated South Apopka into
the city, with residents ex-
pressing frustrations at the
city for several reasons.

The workshop took place
Tuesday, January 24, at the
John H. Bridges Commu-
nity Center on West 13th
Street. Up to around 75 at-
tended the meeting that
lasted about 2-1/2 hours.
The city held an annexation
workshop on November 29
at Apopka City Hall.

After a nearly 90-min-
ute discussion that includ-

ed input from homeowners,
the Apopka City Council
voted, at residents’ request,
to withdraw plans for a
$600,000 alternative water
supply project for alleviat-
ing flooding of Clear Lake.

With a succulent offer-
ing of more than 200 feet of
seafood including a 40-foot

See 2023 Page 10A

Your Guide to Local Businesses

FASTSIGNS® of Apopka is a local sign company
that’s proudly servmg the commumty

FASTSIGNS® of
Apopka prides them-
selves on helping busi-
nesses increase their
visibility and grow their
ROI by providing them
with high-quality sig-
nage and graphics.
They work with you to
develop a wide variety
of products including
signs, banners, and oth-
er visual marketing.

Their goal is to help
their customers grow
their businesses, com-
panies, and brands.
FASTSIGNS® of Apop-
ka prides themselves on
being “the silent depart-
ment” in every custom-
er’s business, organiza-
tion, or event committee.
They provide the follow-
ing, and more:

*They’re trusted by
local customers to pro-
vide them with the most
cutting-edge products
and services available.

*They provide un-
matched expertise
which directly results in
success for our custom-
ers.

*They offer more
than just signs — they of-
fer a breadth of services
at scale.

No matter what your
business or personal
needs are, they can cre-
ate a product that will fit
it perfectly. The FAST-
SIGNS® of Apopka
skilled staff understands
the importance of visual
communications, which
is why they work hard to
create affordable prod-
ucts that help you estab-
lish your presence.

FASTSIGNS® of
Apopka recently re-
ceived their Electrical
Sign Specialty License

FASTSIGNS® of Apopka, FL is ready to help you make a lasting impression
with their custom solutions that go beyond the signs and banners they’re
known for. They’re conveniently located at 3030 E. Semoran Blvd., Ste 156,
in Apopka. Visit www.fastsigns.com/apopka-fll or call 407-774-0003 today for
more information.

passing the state ex-
amination and going be-
fore the Florida Electri-
cal Board for approval.
Franchisee Rod Quick
will also be able to bring
this capability to his sec-
ond FASTSIGNS® cen-
ter located in Daytona
Beach, Florida.

Now licensed to in-
stall and service electri-
cal signs, they can pro-
tect customers from the
danger of using unli-
censed contractors for
electrical signage work.
When customers use
FASTSIGNS® of Apop-
ka for their electrical sig-
nage needs, they will not
only have a wider variety
of services available to
them, but they will also
save money and time,
as most sign shops must
rely on subcontractors
to provide electrical sig-
nage services.

“Customers can
rest easy knowing that
the work completed on
their property is done di-
rectly by their licensed
and insured FAST-
SIGNS® partner,” said

FASTSIGNS® of Apop-
ka. “We are thrilled to of-
fer this capability to new
and existing business-
es needing electrical
signage for their retail
store, restaurant, clinic,
office, healthcare estab-
lishment and more.”
This Electrical sig-
nage license will set
them apart from their
competition, allowing
them to perform LED
conversions, repair
electrical signs, install
monument signs, install
LED cabinet signs, in-
stall LED Channel Letter
signs, and install elec-
trical marquee signs.
FASTSIGNS® of Apop-
ka now owns a buck-
et truck for installation
work, their installers are
lift certified, and they are
dedicated to following
OSHA regulations.
FASTSIGNS® of
Apopka is a locally and
independently owned
and operated visual
ideas company. FAST-
SIGNS® is an indus-
try leader that began
more than 35 years ago

ters in the U.S. and in-
ternationally. They cel-
ebrate the spirit of cre-
ativity and the power of
possibilities. Working
with FASTSIGNS® can
leave a lasting impres-
sion for your business.
What they make togeth-
er is a brilliant reflection
of your brand, your per-
sonality... your state-
ment.

FASTSIGNS® is
frequently recognized
for franchisee satisfac-
tion and through fran-
chising awards which in-
clude being ranked #1
on Entrepreneur’s High-
ly Competitive Fran-
chise 500® List for the
sixth consecutive year
for 2022 as well as be-
ing named a 2022 Best-
in-Category Franchise
by Franchise Business
Review.

Let FASTSIGNS® of
Apopka help you “Make
Your Statement.” Vis-
it www.fastsigns.com/
apopka-fl/ or call 407-
774-00083 today!
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Rod Quick, franchisee at

and has over 750 cen-

* 7-11, Highway 441 &
Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.

Errol Estate entrance)
* Ace Meat & Grocery,

439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
* Apopka Chief rack,

400 N. Park Ave.
* Apopka High School

Lake Cortez Dr.
* Argos Family Diner,
3346 E. Semoran Blvd.
* Beekays, N. Park Ave.

* CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436

Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
* Chevron Market, Hwy 441 &
Roger Williams Rd.
* Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)

¢ 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy

* Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 &

(across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)

¢ Chevron Diamond Gas — Hwy 441 &

Would You Like Extra Copies?

* Circle K & B, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
e Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
* Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd
(Plymouth)
* Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
store by mail boxes)
* CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av
& Hwy 441
* Discount Beverage & Smoke
(Across from Checkers, Highway 441
e Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at
corner of Apopka Blvd.
¢ Circle K (Marathon) #6157,
S. Park Avenue

Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
e Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
* McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
* Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441

(next to Burger K)
* Orange County Service Center,

N. Park Ave.
e Perkins Restaurant

Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
* Plymouth Post Office,

Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
* Porkies BBQ), Highway 441 (downtown)
e Post Office, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
* Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. &

* Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & Welch Rd.

Kelly Park Rd

¢ Circle K #1288, Welch Rd &
Wekiva Springs Rd.

¢ Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood,
2691 Highway 441

e Sam’s Discount, Overland &
Apopka Blvd.

e Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.

* Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 &
Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.

* Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s® Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd

* Crosby’s Motor Inn,

* UPS Store (The), Rock Springs

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka

You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka
* 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.

& Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)

* Walgreens, corner of Park Ave
and Hwy 441

* Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

e Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. -
corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw

¢ Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
across from Walmart

* Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.

* Winn Dixie #2246 — Hwy 441
(beside Lowe’s)

¢ Zellwood Station (inside MHP)

* Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441

o Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262
Robinson St.

Subscribe today for only $25 per year in
Orange County - delivered with your mail!
Add E-Edition for an additional $5.
Subscribe Online at

www. TheApopkaChief.com

www.theapopkachief.com ® Ph: 407-886-2777 ¢ Fax: 407-889-4121 ® email: news@theapopkachief.com ¢ ads@theapopkachief.com
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Driveway: Woman raised over $13,000
on GoFundMe for a new driveway

Continued from page 1A

day, January 4, according to
Zillow and Realtor listings.

According to Brochu
in an interview with The
Apopka Chief, one quote
out of several given to her
for a new driveway would
be $10,000. Even Cox Me-
dia Group volunteered to
get the driveway done for
free.

Last week, Brochu
set up a GoFundMe fund-
raiser to raise money for a
new driveway. Within days
of the launch, the fund-
raiser raised $13,543. Bro-
chu closed the fundraiser to
new donations.

Right now, Brochu
said that she intends to get
permits from the county for
the company to install her
driveway so she could pro-
ceed with selling her home.

“I would really like for
the contractors who came
to my house, who took out
the concrete to just reach

out to me so that way we
can help them too, because
they’re also a victim of the
scam because they lost out
on money, so it would be
nice if they would reach out
and say who they are,” Bro-
chu said in the interview.

Brochu put her house
on the market with the con-
tingency on a new house
that she would sell her cur-
rent one.

About a week after she
listed her house, strangers
flocked to Brochu’s house
to measure her driveway,
explaining that someone
named Andre sent them at
the request of his wife, the
homeowner. Brochu was
the homeowner and there-
fore never asked anyone
to replace her driveway, so
she contacted the OCSO
on December 13, 2023.
An OCSO deputy contact-
ed Andre, who advised he
mistakenly provided the
wrong address and would
correct it.

ADVERTISE

YOUR BUSINESS HERE!

Call: 407-886-2777

Email: Ads@theapopkachief.com
or
Visit: www.TheApopkaChief.com

You'll be glad you did!

'U

“The homeowner did
the right thing in this case
by reporting the suspicious
activity to law enforce-
ment,” an OCSO spokes-
person said in an email to
The Apopka Chief. “We ad-
vise all residents to report
anyone who comes onto
their property without their
permission or attempts to
perform work they have not
requested to call their local
law enforcement agency.”

While preparing to
leave town for her birth-
day and Christmas with her
children, Brochu received a
Ring doorbell notification
that someone was outside
her house, “ripping up my
driveway before my eyes,”
Brochu explained on her
GoFundMe page.

By the time police ar-
rived at her house, the com-
pany that tore up her drive-
way already finished the
job and left only dirt in its
wake.

When police called the
individual who requested
the driveway job, the per-
son at first denied it and
hung up, but then texted po-
lice saying the incident was
a mistake along with the
number of a supposed con-
tractor. The number turned
out to belong to the Orlando
Airport, Brochu explained
on her GoFundMe page.

At this time, the OC-
SO’s investigations unit
is still trying to determine
whether there was a crimi-
nal violation.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

S@ AN @)Lake Apopka

memrcsuncen | ING@EUIAI Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

It’s Literally

Sell Your Car at

Money on Wheels

mullinax<z=»

See salesperson for details.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL
www.MullinaxFordFL.com « 407-972-1678
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Start the New Year off rlght
Subscribe to
E-Edition today!

Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

The Apopka Chief

Your Trusted Local News Source
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777
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GUTTER
PROTECTION

ALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

MOn=TAUFSS8am=1IPMmyFrisSatisam-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

**Wells Fargo Ho

/ THE :
®/METRO =
HEALTH

EXPERIENCE =
2 © B o @

20+ YEARS OF 24/7 ON-CALL TELEMEDICINE MOBILE  HOUSE MEMORY/
EXPERIENCE PROVIDERS SERVICES CLINIC CALLS DEPRESSION

SCREENING
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REWARDS EXERCISE LOCAL FREE EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY

VIRTUAL
PROGRAM CLASSES EVENTS SEMINARS OUTREACH CLASSES

Make sure you are getting

ALL THE BENEFITS

you are entitled to!

Stop by the MetroHealth Medicare Educational
Access Center to review your care advantages.

@ADAcCEss

Florida
Medicare Educational
Access Center

Tirsa Sutton

Access Representative (321) 248 3544

Si Habla Espanol

701S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL
APOPKA, FL 32703

FOREVER
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il |
EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

1-866-549-6518

y A COMPANY OF
55 LEAFHOME

nstalle ste ify. n s o e
time of estimate only. See Representat ive for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922 CA #1035795,
CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN
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All public/legal notices
printed in
The Apopka Chief
are also loaded to our
website: Www.
theapopkachief.com
as well as to the state-wide
Florida Press Association’s
website:
www.florida
publicnotices.com

Both Websites have
searchable capabilities.

The Apopka Chief,
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
FL 32712
legals@
theapopkachief.com
407-886-2777

ASSOCIATES IN
DERMATOLOGY

Your Skin Cancer & Skincare @bacxkc//&z‘s
General, Surgical

& Gosmetic Dermatology
MOHS Micrographic Surgery

Michael Steppie, MD
President & Medical Director

16 LOCATIONS

TO SERVE YOU

APOPKA
531 Wekiva

Commons Circle
W Avcapt WeostLHualth Phes!

800-837-SKIN ¢ DermOrlando.com




MALTBY'’S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

* Tree Trimming & Removal ..
* Landscape Installation

+ Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

321-689-5866

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

JAMES MALTBY  Licensed

Owner & Insured

BUSINE
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Tree: Apopka has been a Tree City since 1990

Continued from page 1A

birds. Live oak is the num-
ber one keystone plant sup-
porting 395 caterpillar spe-
cies. This will achieve the
grant’s aim to increase cli-
mate resiliency and support
biodiversity.

The Apopka Foliage
Garden Club is part of the
Florida Federation of Gar-
den Clubs, Inc., which is
celebrating its 100th year
in 2024. Celebrations are
planned throughout the

ey

state including Arbor Day
plantings. The Florida Fed-
eration prides itself on its
service to the communities
and the state through con-
servation, beautification,
education and advocacy for
sustainable environmental
practices. Apopka’s club
has been part of the federa-
tion for more than 30 years.

The Tree City USA
program has been greening
up cities and towns across
America since 1976. It is a
nationwide movement that
provides the framework

necessary for communities
to manage and expand their
public trees. More than
3,400 communities have
made the commitment to
becoming a Tree City USA.

They have achieved
Tree City USA status by
meeting four core standards
of sound urban forestry
management: maintain-
ing a tree board or depart-
ment, having a community
tree ordinance, spending at
least $2 per capita on urban
forestry and celebrating Ar-
bor Day.

Your Gu:de to Local Busmesses

Apopka has been a
Tree City since 1990 and
continues to celebrate that
designation.

Arbor Day, the nation’s
tree planting holiday, was
first celebrated in 1872.
The Arbor Day Foundation
was created 100 years later
to carry out its mission on a
year-round basis. For more
than 50 years, the founda-
tion has helped plant more
than 500 million trees in
neighborhoods and forests
across more than 50 coun-
tries.

"I DON'T THINK
THAT'S WHAT
THEY'RE CALLED,

I'M GOING
TO LOSE WEIGHT
THIS YEAR!

WELL, THAT'S
WHAT IT'S GOING
TO GIVE ME.

HOW DO You
PLAN TO DO
THAT?

I GOT A NEW
FITBUTT TO
HELP ME!

A FITBUTT!

STOP BY
TODAY!

407-880-9446
WWW.PARKAVENUEVETS.COM

r Bes OfAPOPKA
joted

oy
PARK AVENUE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

847 N. Park Ave, Apopka FL

GraceworH

_| Community Church

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship ll 30 AM
= Livestream:

Schroeder

Dental
Broup,

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Call NowForAnAppomtmenI 407-886-1611

$100 OFF

Tooth Whitening
(Reg. $395 « Now $295)
1 Get the sensational smile you deserve! 1

\ : Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and :
) co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 1/31/24. I
New Patients Welcome!

Emergency Appointments Avallable

MyApopkaDentist.net

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL Iﬂ]m.mj_rf/ ZOOM

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our
Business Profile program or visit
www.TheApopkaChief.com.
Helping you is our business!

LET USTELL
YOUR BUSINESS

STORY!

Park Avenue Animal Hospitalis dedicated
to offering the ﬁnest in veterinary care

Animal compan-
ions give so much to
humans, and part of the
responsibility to care for
them is helping them to
stay healthy. The staff
at Park Avenue Animal
Hospital offers some
helpful hints on ways to
focus on your pet’s well-
being.

Remove danger-
ous household items
- Protect your animal
friends by learning and
thinking about common
household items that
can poison pets. ltems
that seem ordinary to
you but that are harmful
to pets include: Plants,
medications, chemicals,
human food, and house-
hold cleaners. And, if
your pet eats everyday
items lying around the
house, a neglected sock
or small toy can require
emergency surgery if it
doesn’t pass.

Spend time with
your companions - If
you are rushing around
without seemingly any
time to even breathe,
it’s important to stop and
sit down with your ani-
mal friends. You can sit
quietly and listen to the
world around you, gen-
tly stroking and loving
on your pet, even if your
friend has feathers or
scales. Time spent to-
gether can benefit them
and you. They’ll know
they’re loved and can
be prevented from be-
coming bored and feel-
ing neglected, and your
life will become so much
richer and more mean-
ingful.

AMERICAN

RESIDENTIAL

The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating and Cooling Systems

Many Payment Options to choose from
Service Available Seven Days a Week
Licensed and Professional Technicians

Q Calltoday! (877) 709-1 777

PR R n o e R e e e e e ]

1 Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fired systems. Valid at participating i
1 ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial |
§ customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center
1 for detalls. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value S.001 1
1 Offer expires 11/30/2023, 1

g License numbers available at americanesidential.com/licenses 1

1 1 -
$40 | #2000 |

1
E E on aNew Cooling :
! CoolingorHeating 11 ORI
1 System Tune Up : :

system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior 1
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $001, I
Offer expires 11/30/2023. 1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1
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1 Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling
1

1

1

1

1

: License numbers available at americanresidential com/licenses
=
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Park Avenue Animal Hospital is a full-service veterinary clinic providing a
variety of services for dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, reptiles, and other exotic small
animals. Ready to care for your beloved pet are Dr. Rubinstein, Dr. Turgai, Dr.
Nelson, and Dr. Hinton. Not pictured are Dr. Dworek and Dr. Patty.

Offer quality food
- An important part of
helping your animal
friends stay healthy is
by offering quality food.
Learn to read labels.

Schedule regu-
lar wellness checks -
Take your pet for regular
wellness appointments.
Scheduled veterinary
care can spot potential
health problems so you
can manage any con-
cern early. This includes
dental issues and prob-
lems with kidneys and
joints.

Park Avenue An-
imal Hospital is your
partner in keeping your
pet healthy. Since 2008,
Park Avenue Animal
Hospital has been pro-
viding a wide variety of
services to keep your
furry, four-legged friends
in the best of health.
Their experienced team
treats each pet that
comes into their facili-
ty with the utmost care.
With cutting edge tech-
nology and the bedside
manner of a small-town
doctor, they’re equipped
to handle almost any ail-
ment your pet may face.

Voted Best of
Apopka Pet Care Facil-

ity since 2010, it’s obvi-
ous that their personal
commitment to you is
grounded in assuring
your pet receives the fin-
est in veterinary care by
providing them with the
best technology and di-
agnostic tools.

While dogs and
cats are by far the most
popular choice for most
pet owners, the doctors
at Park Avenue Animal
Hospital have a special
place in their hearts for
all animals, furry, feath-
ery, or scaly.

With more than 60
years of combined qual-
ity veterinary experi-
ence, the doctors have
gone well beyond stan-
dard veterinary educa-
tion and practice to fur-
ther their knowledge of
animal care to include:
reptiles, rabbits, ferrets,
birds, guinea pigs, and
more. Whether it’s an
annual checkup or a crit-
ical emergency, they are
prepared to handle any
situation.

Fully equipped with
diagnostic and surgical
tools to meet practically
any situation, Park Av-
enue Animal Hospital
provides reasonably

priced medical and sur-
gical care without sac-
rificing quality, in a set-
ting designed to take the
stress out of visiting your
vet.

Routine examina-
tions, vaccines, den-
tistry, and nutritional and
behavioral advice are
just some of the services
provided by the doctors
and staff in a beautiful
office that is as comfort-
able as your own home.

With Park Avenue
Animal Hospital’s con-
venient location at 847
N. Park Avenue (Rock
Springs Road) in Apop-
ka, affordable help for all
your pets is now right in
your own community!

You'll find that the
staff at Park Avenue
Animal Hospital think
of their clients and the
people of Apopka as part
of their family. They are
proud of their commu-
nity and strive to make
sure that everyone feels
welcome in their clinic.

Call today at 407-
880-9446 to schedule
an appointment or visit
them online at www.par-
kavenuevets.com.

Advertisement

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

The Mt. Dora Lions
Club will use your re-
cyclable eye glasses for

the program
“Project Right to
Sight.”

Foliage Sertoma
Club of Apopka
(407) 832-2627 &%

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,
will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopha citizens with hearing need.

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers
or Apopka Office Supply at

4

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka

407-886-2777

sight or hearing for so MANY.

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka
Office Supply) would like to thank the generous
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of



Obituaries

THOMAS ROBERT (T.R.) HENSON SR, 85, of Apopka, went
home to be with the Lord on December 31, 2023. T.R. was born on
March 5, 1938, in Cashiers, NC, to Frank Henson Sr and Edith Henson.
T.R. was preceded in death by his wife, Fannie “Jane” Henson; father,
Frank Henson Sr; mother, Edith Norton Henson; brothers, Frank Henson
Jr, Charles Henson, Marshall Henson; and bonus son, David Bray. T.R.
is survived by children, Thomas Robert (Rob) Henson Jr (Patsy), The-
resa Ann (Teesie) Crebs (Billy), and bonus son, David Walker Bray (Jen-
nifer); 4 grandchildren, 2 bonus grandchildren; 3 great grandchildren.

See Obituary on page 10A

& Honor i
Your Loved Ones

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about
our designed Obituaries
and Memorials or visit
www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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Commit thy works
unto the Lord

1. For possible new
year’s resolutions, Prov-
erbs 16:3 says, “Commit
thy works unto the Lord,
and thy thoughts shall be

> Resolved, Estab-
lished, Directed, Bountiful

2. Likewise, Psalm 37:5
instructs us to, “Commit
thy way unto the Lord; trust
also in him; and he shall
bring it to > Nurture,
Pass, Action, Light

3. Which book proclaims
the first day of the new year
is for resting and a memo-
rial sounding the trumpet?
Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus,
Numbers

4. 2 Corinthians 5:17 and
Galatians 2:20 are among

TRIVIA

by Wilson Casey

the verses to focus on what
in a new year? Blessings,
Moving forward, Grace,
Church attendance

5. In which month of the
religious calendar did the
new year begin in the Bi-
ble? 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th

6. From James 1:5, what
may one lack and if they ask
God it shall be given? Love,
Wisdom, Truth, Goals

ANSWERS: 1) Estab-
lished, 2) Pass, 3) Leviti-
cus, 4) Moving forward,
5) 7th, 6) Wisdom

Robustness and Resiliency

There are two ways to
enhance our chances of
survival: robustness and
resiliency. Robustness is
a measure of how much
damage can be done to
an organism and it will
still function. Plants are
robust because they can
lose their leaves and the
majority of their limbs
and yet survive.
Resiliency refers to the
abilig/ of an organism
to adapt to changir%
circumstances.

tropical plant may be
robust, but it won't
survive in a harsh
environment such as a
desert. Human beings
are hardy because we
combine robustness
with resiliency. We are
robust insofar as we can
survive without our
teeth, could lose a few
limbs, and some of our

robust as plants, we are
more resilient, since we
adapt well to change, as
evidenced by our living
in virtually every
environment on the
planet. Religion is one
of the tools that help us
to adapt. The Bible is
full of advice on how to
get along under trying
circumstances. he
early Israelites were
enslaved in Egypt and
then had to survive in
the desert, and even
once they were
established as a nation
they were surrounded
by "hostile neighbors.

his remains true for
them today, and there is
a lesson here on the
value of resiliency and
robustness. Increase
your robustness by
staying healthy and

increase your resiliency

shall mount up with wings like
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 407-886-2806 St. Francis of Assisi True Temple of God Grace Gospel Church 407-889-3802
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. One Church 407-886-4602 407-880-8181 321-438-4554 Way of Grace Ministries
Holy Tabernacle Church Markham Woods Charismatic Episcopal Interdenominational Grace Pointe Church 407-292-9998
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P s T 352-383-2241 Church of Christ 407-645-0444 407'70.3‘7464 407-889-2812
fOVErDs 15: First Baptist Church of Apopka Church of Christ Lutheran New Life Praise Florida Living SDA
Sweetwater 407-889-2636 St. Paul Lutheran Worship Center Church
o StateFarm:|  wr-se-39 Central Church of Christ 407-889-2634 407-880-3421 H07-284-7472
Shren Yeager First Baptist Church 407-869-1419 Methodist New Beginning Forest Lake
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka of Tangerine Church of Christ First United Methodist Worship Center 407-869-0680
407-880-3167 352-383-7920 of Plymouth 407-886-3421 352-455-9173 ‘ Franco-Haitian
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there ® First Baptist Church 407-886-1466 Bear Lake United Methodist New Life Word of Faith 407-296-4368
of Zellwood Church of Christ 407-862-1531 321-460-8205 Genesis Spanish
“If my pﬁoﬁli’ whflch ae ca”fd by my 407-889-0509 of West Orange Zellwood United Methodist Orlando Church of 509-264-4873
gfgy]eé ol ekunr:f 0 CL i fragg Forest Avenue Baptist 407-656-2770 407-889-4426 Christ Maranatha
their wicked ways; then will | hear from Church Tri-City Church of Christ Moravian 407-823-7370 Seventh-day Adventist
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 407-886-4374 407-920-1757 Rolling Hills Philemon Ministries 407-290-1800
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 Fountain of Life 10th Street Church of Christ Moravian Church 407-718-7179 Mount Olive
Baptist Church 407-884-4835 407-332-8380 Rejoice in the Lord 407-886-0430
Apopka Auto Upholstery of Apopka, Inc. Church of God Ministries Orlando Filipino
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka 407-814-8322 Church of God of Zellwood ~ Nazarene 407-814-7643 Seventh-day Adventist
(behind Advance Discount Auto) Gospel Centered Church 407-886-3074 Calvary Church of Remnant Christian Center 407-292-9210
In bLtiness 4E years 800-924-6850 Grace Street Church of God the Nazarene 407-703-7346 Orlando Vietiamese
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners Hope Baptist Church 407-298-9188 407-889-2148 Renewal Church Seventh-day Adventist
— — 407-886-6980 Healing Waters Church Apopka Springhill 407-410-5378 407-339-4974
Maximize your mal'ketlng Lockhart Baptist Church of God Church of the Nazarene ZS‘S;V;H&S ggsc‘;_Od Ministries Pine Hills
407-295-1133 407-886-3780 407-884-8322 -014- 407-291-4816
dollars _b ¥ FOCUSIN,G your Northside Baptist Church Park Avenue Worship Sorrento Christian Center Plymouth-Sorrento
advel'tlsmg campaign on 407-884-4443 Center Non-Denominational 25_2-.735{{‘:41(47 407-884-0595
| One Way Christian Church 407-886-2696 Anointed Word Family pirit of Liie Templo Biblico
a concentrated market! www.onewaychristian Sorrento Church of God Worship Center 4C(l)l7ri§t§igfgﬂ4%f;16r0h Templo Asamblea Biblica
== . church.com 352-735-4245 407-886-4989 -060- Lake Howell Branch
Visit us online at The Church at Oak Level ~ Church of Jesus Christ Casa De Oracién Tangerine Chapel
The Apopka 407-656-1523 of Latter Day Saints Internacional Community Church 407-814-4465
g Pleasant View Baptist Apopka Ward 321-239-7680 352-383-4173 Unity
Chief.com Church 407-880-9877 Center of Faith Church The Shabach Church Unity Church of
407-886-6717 Episcopal for All People 407-445-1230 Christianity
, , o Riverside Baptist Church Church of the Holy Spirit 407-464-9375 True Words of God 407-295-9181
Wisdom is the principal 407-295-3850 407-886-1740 Church on the Edge Tabernacle of Meeting Ukrainian
t{l{”%’ .Thilr efore geé.W!sdor?. Springs Community Faith and Word 407-869-1133 407-227-8829 St. Mary’s (Protectress)
Tj mta é/ our %e m% gj 7 Baptist Church Word of Life City of Destiny (The) Victory Church World Ukrainian
understanaing. Froveros & 407-889-2240 407-886-7427 407-884-6322 Outreach Center 407-880-1640 «
St. Luke’s Full Gospel Full Gospel Compass Community 407-889-7288 386-848-9888
But those who wait on the Lord Baptist Church Millenium of Glory Church
Shallrenew their strength; They 352-735-9199 407-814-0041 407-880-6110

eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

When you
advertise
in this section,
you get the best
of both worlds:
low-cost ads AND
targeted
advertising!

FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion;
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to
petition the government for redress of their grievances.

www. TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777
Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.
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raw bar as well as games
and musical headliners, the
inaugural Apopka Seafood
Festival will entertain thou-
sands of guests at the Apop-
ka amphitheater on the first
weekend of February.

The Wekiva Mustangs
boys basketball team de-
feated Metro Conference
foe Evans High 76-66 on
Tuesday, January 24, at the
Evans gym. The victory
raised Wekiva’s record to
19-3 with just three games

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

) 889-9555 www.cobfin
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left in the regular season.

February
February 3, 2023
The Apopka City

Council unanimously ap-
proved, 5-0 the major de-
velopment plan for the
Crossroads at Kelly Park,
Phase 3, which propos-
es the development of 95
single-family
and future development of
350 multi-family units and
commercial uses.

The Apopka Fire De-
partment (AFD) won the

residences

Sonny’s BBQ Challenge
among community first re-
sponders on Saturday, Jan-
uary 28, at Sonny’s BBQ
on East Semoran Boule-
vard in Apopka.

In an effort to boost the
current three-percent local
participation  preference,
the Apopka Area Cham-
ber of Commerce intro-
duced minority- and wom-
en-owned businesses to the
various development proj-
ects in the community for
this year including for the
city, commercial, and af-

2023: Council approved development plan

fordable housing.

Deputies are search-
ing for suspects involved in
the fatal shooting of a man
in Apopka, according to the
Orange County Sheriff’s
Office.

The first of three films
uncovering the ugliness of
human trafficking in Cen-
tral Florida, “Not for Sale:
Florida,” had its world pre-
miere on Thursday, January
26, at the City of Destiny
Church in Apopka. Hosted

See 2023 Page 11A
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¥ 35% SAVINGS

Hale Honeybells

Tell them you saw it in

The Apopka Chief

Reg. Price $44.22

Special Limited
Time Offer!

INCLUDING SHIPPING ‘

The once a year citrus sensation!

Buy 12 get 12 more

REE!

Call 1-888-510-0382

to Order Item 2692X

or Visit HaleGroves.com/ H4YX56

Only $32.99 plus $7.99 shipping & processing. Satisfaction completely guaranteed. i

Since 1947.
Hale Groves, Vero
Beach, FL 32966

¥flale

GROVES

35% SAVINGS!

INCLUDING SHIPPING!

*Plus $7.99 handling per pack to the 48 contiguous states. Limited time offer, good

IC: H4YX56

while supplies last. Not valid with any other offer. Limit 5 boxes per customer.
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Please support our local busmesses.

‘Thomas

‘Robert (‘TI.°R.)
Henson Sr

Itis with a heavy heart that we announce
the passing of our dear father, Thomas Robert
(T.R.) Henson Sr, of Apopka, Florida, who went
home to be with the Lord on December 31st,
2023, at 85 years of age. T.R. was born on
March 5, 1938, in Cashiers, NC, to Frank Sr and
Edith Henson. At 16 years of age, TR hitchhiked
to Florida. It was there that he met the love of
his life, Fannie “Jane” Crawford, from Highlands,
NC. The two were married at the courthouse on
their lunch break on February 3rd, 1960. They
were married for 52 years and had two children:
Thomas Robert (Rob) Henson Jr (Patsy), of
Apopka, Florida, Theresa Ann (Teesie) Crebs
(Billy), of Tangerine, Florida, and one bonus son,
David Walker Bray (Jennifer), of Apopka, Florida.

T.R. had 4 grandchildren: William Crebs
(Amanda), Cole Henson, Jordan Crebs (Desti-
nee), and Luke Henson (Alyssa), 2 bonus grand-
children: Garret Bray and Amber Bray. 3 great
grandchildren: Rhylan Crebs, Karsyn Crebs, and
Millie Crebs (expected in February).

T.R. was a 3rd generation master carpenter
and home builder. He worked with Amantha
Musselwhite Construction for 30 plus years and
built many homes in the Apopka area. He was
known for his vast knowledge of every aspect
of the construction process and he was highly
respected for his integrity in business. He later
helped establish Henson Homes, Inc. and

continued his home bundlng Iegacy for several
more years. He enjoyed going to yard sales

and antique shops. He loved to work on small
engines and could take them apart and put them
back together in perfect working order. T.R.
enjoyed attending Sunday School and church
services and was a long time member of Trinity
Baptist Church in Apopka, Florida. But most of
all, he enjoyed being with his family. He adored
his grandchildren and was so proud of them and
his great grandchildren were the absolute light of
his life. He will be greatly missed.

T.R. was preceded in death by his wife,
Fannie Jane Henson, his father, Frank Henson
Sr, his mother, Edith Norton Henson, his brother,
Frank Henson Jr, his brother, Charles Henson,
his brother, Marshall Henson, and his bonus son,
David Bray.

A Visitation will be held on Fri. Jan.5 from
5-8pm and a Celebration of Life will be held in
TR.’s honor on Sat. Jan.6 at 11am at Baldwin
Fairchild Funeral Home, 601 N. Park Avenue,
Apopka, FL 32712. Interment will follow at High-
land Memory Gardens.

N

Welcome to Caffé Positanos,
where food is our passion

e OQur sauces are made fresh daily
e The house salad dressing is made from scratch
¢ Only the finest ingredients are used

- .: R .- =

Caffe P éi@,gﬁano

Call us for take out orders!

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd,
Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-774-8080

1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 « 407-531-1151
Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com
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Butcher’s Deluxe Package

4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

8 FREE PureGround" Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

742227DV separately $22+.94
SPECIAL INTRODUGTORY PRICE 89999

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers
Order Now!

¥ ‘!‘ - MAKES A -
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AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHgp

OMAHA STEAKS

» OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe814011.877.694.0131

Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with offer 74222ZDV

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz.
burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
[tems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. All products, prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc.
Terms of Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use0SI. Expires 12/31/23. | 23M4858 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.
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Easy Bread recipe calls for 1-1/2 cups of any beverage — your choice

From the
1997 edition of
Southern Living
Annual Recipes,
how about Pep- -
percorn Pork
Roast for a real-
ly lovely dish?

We  have
Roasted Potato Wedges from Eddie
Jackson at From FoodNetwork.com.
This recipe was rated 5 out of 5.

Crab Meat Salad from Charleston
Receipts calls for a pound of fresh crab
meat. You can substitute shrimp for the
crab meat. This recipe was contributed
by Miss Elizabeth Williams.

Susie Sams’ Mexican Black Bean
Salad, is one of the recipes we have
from of a Taste of Heaven; this publica-
tion courtesy of our friends over at First
Presbyterian Church of Punta Gorda.

Martha Wetteroft's Baked Vege-
table Risotto is another recipe shared
with us by First Presbyterian of Punta
Gorda’s A Taste of Heaven. It looks like
a good dish with the chicken stock add-
ing to the flavor.

Easy Bread is a recipe that Bon-
nie Milliken shares in Northside Bap-
tist Church’s cookbook. It calls for any
beverage on which you care to base
your bread.

Violet Schoening’s fresh apple
cake from the in-house recipe book
given us by Northside Baptist Church
is wonderful. Ms. Schoening’s advice
is to use a glass baking dish and says
it is good even with no frosting. Also, it
can be frozen for use later.

PEPPERCORN PORK ROAST
Recipe from Southern Living
All-Time Favorites

2 tablespoons olive oil
1 (4-1/2 pound) rolled boneless
pork loin roast

1. Heat oil in a heavy skillet over
medium-high heat. Add roast; brown
on all sides. Place roast in a roasting
pan, and cool slightly.
1 tablespoon mustard seeds
3 tablespoons cracked black pep-
percorns or multicolored pepper-
corns

2. Combine mustard seeds and
peppercorns in a heavy-duty, zip-top
plastic freezer bag; seal. Crush spices
with a meat mallet or rolling pin.
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon dry mustard
2 teaspoons dried thyme
1 teaspoon brown sugar
1/4 cup butter, softened
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard

3. Combine crushed spices, 2 ta-
blespoons flour, and next 3 ingredi-
ents; stir in 1/4 cup softened butter and
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard. Spread
mixture on top and sides of roast.

4. Bake at 475 degrees for 20
minutes; reduce heat to 325 degrees.
Loosely cover with aluminum foil;
bake 1 hour and 10 minutes or until a
meat thermometer inserted into thick-
est portion registers 160 degrees. Re-
move roast from pan, reserving 2 ta-
blespoons drippings; keep roast warm.
2 tablespoons reserved drippings
1 tablespoon all-purpose flour
1-1/2 cups apple cider, divided
1 tablespoon cider vinegar
1 teaspoon Dijon mustard

5. Combine reserved drippings, 1
tablespoon flour, 2 tablespoons of the
apple cider, 1 tablespoon cider vine-
gar, and 1 teaspoon Dijon mustard. Set
aside this flour mixture for step 7.

3 tablespoons apple brandy
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper

6. Bring remaining apple cider to a
boil in a saucepan over medium-high
heat; boil 8 minutes or until reduced
to (almost half) 3/4 cup. Stir in brandy;
boil 1 minute.

7. Whisk in flour mixture, salt,
and pepper; cook over medium-high
heat until thickened. Serve with roast.
Makes 10 servings.

EDDIE JACKSON’S
ROASTED POTATO WEDGES
RECIPE COURTESY OF
FOODNETWORK.COM

2 large russet potatoes

4 tablespoons (1/2 stick) butter

1 teaspoon chopped fresh parsley
1 clove garlic, finely minced
Kosher salt and freshly ground
black pepper

1. Preheat the oven to 450 de-
grees F. Line a baking sheet with
parchment paper (or use a nonstick
baking sheet).

2. Cut the potatoes into 8 wedg-
es each and arrange on the prepared
baking sheet. Melt the butter over low
heat, add the parsley and garlic and
give the mixture a quick whisk. Brush
the butter mixture over all sides of the
potato wedges. Reserve the remaining
butter mixture. Season all sides of the
potato wedges with salt and pepper.

3. Bake until the potatoes are
golden brown and easily pricked with
a fork, 40 to 50 minutes. About halfway
through the cooking time, be sure to
flip the potatoes over.

4. Drizzle the remaining butter

mixture over the cooked potatoes and
serve.

MISS ELIZABETH R. WILLIAMS’
CRAB MEAT SALAD
Recipe from Charleston Receipts,
America’s Oldest Junior League
Cookbook in Print,
a Cookbook by The Junior League
of Charleston, Inc.
1 pound crab meat
1 cup celery, diced
1/8 teaspoon pepper
Lettuce
1 green pepper, chopped
2 hard-cooked eggs, diced
1/2 cup mayonnaise or salad
dressing
1/2 teaspoon salt
Remove any shell rom the crab
meat. Combine all the ingredients and
serve on lettuce. Shrimp may be used
instead of crab meat. Serves 6.

SUSIE SAMS’
MEXICAN BLACK BEAN SALAD
Recipe from First Presbyterian
Church, Punta Gorda, Florida
A Taste of Heaven

1 (8-ounce) carton sour cream
1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro
1 tablespoon taco seasoning
1 large head green leaf lettuce, torn

(about 10 cups)
2 cups (8-ounces) shredded

cheddar cheese
1/2 cup chopped purple onion
2 (15-ounce) cans black beans,

drained
2 large tomatoes, chopped
Corn chips, crushed

Combine sour cream, cilantro, and

taco seasoning in a large bowl, stirring
well. Add lettuce, then cheese, onion,
black beans, and chopped tomatoes.
Toss well. Sprinkle with crushed corn
chips and serve immediately. Yield: 6
servings.

MARTHA WETTEROFT’S
BAKED VEGETABLE RISOTTO
Recipe from First Presbyterian

Church of Punta Gorda,

A Taste of Heaven

2 tablespoons olive oil

Chopped onion

1 clove garlic, minced

1 cup Arborio Rice

2 cups chicken broth (14-ounce can
plus water to make 16 ounces)

1 package frozen chopped spinach,
zapped in microwave

2/3 cup shredded carrot (1 medium)

3 tablespoons fresh parsley,
chopped

Salt to taste and 1/4 teaspoon
pepper

1/3 cup Parmesan cheese

Heat oil in heavy pan. Add onion
and garlic and cook until tender. Stir
in rice just to coat. Add chicken broth,
spinach, carrots, parsley, salt and pep-
per. Pour into 1-quart casserole. Sprin-
kle with Parmesan cheese. Cover.
Place in 400-degree oven and bake 25
minutes or until moisture is absorbed.
Serve hot. Makes six servings.

BONNIE MILLIKEN’S
EASY BREAD
Recipe from
Northside Baptist Church’s cook-
book
1 package yeast
1/2 teaspoon salt
1-1/2 cups any beverage
3-plus cups flour
1 tablespoon honey, depending
on how sweet the beverage

1 tablespoon oil
Enough oil to coat inside of bowl

Mix all ingredients. Knead on slight-
ly floured surface, using enough extra
flour to make not sticky. Allow dough to
rise in oiled bowl. Punch down. Put into
greased bread baking pan. Raise un-
til bread reaches the top of pan. Bake
at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. Yield: 1
loaf

VIOLET SCHOENING’S
FRESH APPLE CAKE
Recipe from
Northside Baptist Church cookbook
1-1/4 cup oil
2 cups sugar
2 eggs
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon vanilla
2-1/2 cups flour
1 cup pecans
3 cups raw apples

Mix in order. Pour batter into 9- x
13-inch baking dish. Bake at 350 de-
grees for 55-60 minutes. Cool, slice
and serve from pan. Best if pan is
glass.

Frosting:

1 stick butter, soft

1/2 teaspoon salt

2 tablespoons evaporated milk
1 cup dark brown sugar
Powdered sugar, as needed.

Cream butter, salt, milk and brown
sugar. Stir in powdered sugar until it
takes form and spread over cooled
cake.This cake may be frozen. And it is
good even without the frosting.

2023: City hosted South Apopka annexation workshops

Continued from page 10A

by actor Dean Cain during
Human Trafficking Aware-
ness Month, the film pre-
miere included introduc-
tions by Dean himself; Ja-
son Campbell, president of
JC Films Studios; and Jill
Bolander Cohen, The Life-
boat Project CEO/ founder.

A boys basketball bat-
tle between hometown ri-
vals ended as expected
with the favored Wekiva
Mustangs downing the host
Apopka Blue Darters 67-
52 on Friday, January 27,
but not without a solid ef-
fort from both teams as the
regular season winds down.

February 10, 2023

The sports-themed ca-
sual dining restaurant Mill-
er’s Ale House will come to
the Apopka City Center, it
was announced at a Thurs-
day, February 2, press con-
ference at the Apopka City

Center Hilton Garden Inn.

The Apopka City
Council voted 5-1 at its
Wednesday, February 1,
meeting for the $600,000
alternative ~ water  sup-
ply project meant to miti-
gate flooding at Clear Wa-
ter Lake, but approved 4-1
the $200,000 emergency
pumping of Clear Water
Lake to reduce high-lake-
water levels.

Arlen “Cosmo”
Mizell, a devoted commu-
nity service volunteer for
57 years who founded mul-
tiple clubs and earned a hu-
manitarian award for his
efforts, died on Wednes-
day, February 1. He was 81
years of age.

The Apopka Blue
Darters girls soccer team
defeated East Ridge twice
in five days, downing the
Knights 4-3 for the Dis-
trict 7A-3 championship on
Thursday, February 2, and
then 3-2 in a Region 7A-1

quarterfinal contest.

The season ended Fri-
day February 3, for the
Apopka Blue Darters girls
basketball team in a 43-40
loss to Ocoee in the Dist.
7A-3 championship game.
The Blue Darters finished
the season with a 17-9 re-
cord, just barely missing
the Region 7A-1 playoffs.

February 17, 2023

In recognition of Black
History Month, the Mu-
seum of the Apopkans un-
veiled its latest book proj-
ect “Celebrating Leg-
ends of Apopka in Honor
of Black History Month,”
which honors the city’s
28 Black historical trail-
blazers, at the Wednesday,
February 15, Apopka City
Council meeting at City
Hall.

The Apopka
Chamber of Commerce in-
vited its members and non-
members to organize the

Area

Chamber’s Hispanic Lead-
ership Committee at San
Miguel Mexican Grill at
1442 W. Orange Blossom
Trail, Apopka, on Tuesday,
February 14. This was the
committee’s first meeting.
Thirteen business owners
and professionals attended.

To address the issue of
mental health among teens,
the Apopka Youth Council
(AYC) will host Teen Men-
tal Health Townhall featur-
ing a panel of experts and
a moderator in a bid to de-
stigmatize the topic.

Organized by the Ro-
tary Club of Apopka Foun-
dation, Inc. and supported
by the city of Apopka, the
Apopka Fair has taken its
place among the institu-
tions of Apopka. Scheduled
for March 9-12 at Kit Land
Nelson Park, the institution
continues to bring appeal
and spotlight to Apopka
with the 2023 edition.

Six members of the

Apopka Blue Darters girls
wrestling team claimed dis-
trict titles Friday, February
10, in leading the team to a
District 1 A-5 runner-up fin-
ish out of 17 teams.

February 24, 2023

Throughout Black His-
tory Month, the Museum of
the Apopkans is displaying
the desk of Alexander Aker-
man Jr., a defense attorney
to “The Groveland Four,”
four Black men ranging in
age from 16 to 26 who were
falsely accused of raping a
white teenage girl in 1949.

During the 2023 Leg-
islative
cheon, constituents got a
glimpse into state lawmak-
ers’ agendas and what may
be top statewide issues at
this year’s Legislative Ses-
sion, such as education and
school choice.

On Friday, February
17, the city of Apopka in-
stalled a pump system at

Preview  Lun-

Clearwater Lake, which
has had flooding issues and
caused problems for near-
by residents for years. Last
week, the pump showed
71.24 feet above sea level.
On Thursday, February 23,
the sea level is 70.878 feet,
which is almost 4.5-inches
lower than last week, ac-
cording to Richard Earp,
city engineer. The pumps
will be in place for up to 90
days to get the water level
down to a satisfactory level
to protect Clearwater Lake
residents.

A 66-32 dominent vic-
tory over the Viera Hawks
in a Region 6A-2 semi-
final contest on Tuesday,
February 21, has advanced
the Wekiva Mustangs boys
basketball team to the Re-
gion 6A-2 final. The ap-
pearance in a region final
during the 2023 FHSAA
playoffs is the third in Mus-

See 2023 Page 12A
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2023: Community honored Black History Month with book unveiling

Continued from page T1A
tangs’ history.

March
March 3, 2023

The Apopka Professional
Firefighters
bers voted 85 percent of no confi-
dence in Fire Chief Sean Wylam’s
leadership regarding the July 15,
2022, line-of-duty death of fire-
fighter Austin Duran and the sub-
sequent way Wylam handled the
tragedy.

The Apopka Historical Soci-
ety intends to continue telling the
story of the Groveland Four and
their defense attorney Alexander
Akerman Jr. beyond Black His-
tory Month by presenting Aker-
man’s desk as the focal point of a
traveling exhibit.

The University of Central
Florida (UCF) will hold a pub-
lic workshop to get feedback on
Apopka’s downtown vision plan,
which a team of UCF students
will create for the city.

The community honored
Black History Month with an
event unveiling the book “Cel-
ebrating Legends of Apopka in
Honor of Black History Month,”
which highlights the lives of 28 of
Apopka’s Black trailblazers.

The Wekiva Mustangs won
three contests during the 2019-
2020 season. Fast forward to the
end of the 2023 FHSAA playoffs’
regional final round four seasons
later. A berth in the Class 6A State
Final-Four was being celebrated
at Mustang Arena.

Association mem-

March 10, 2023
Students from the Universi-

ty of Central Florida (UCF) con-
ducted a public workshop to get
feedback on Apopka’s downtown
vision plan, which a team of UCF
students created for the city for
their capstone project. The public
workshop took place on Wednes-
day, March 8, at the Apopka
Community Center.

Propagate Social House co-
owners announced at a Friday,
March 3, press conference that it
will transform the former Hall’s
Feed Store site into another res-
taurant and meeting place in the
center of Apopka. The feed store,
which first opened in 1928, had
closed; its insides have been de-
molished.

The Apopka Youth Coun-
cil (AYC) addressed the issue of
mental health among teens in a
bid to destigmatize the topic in its
Teen Mental Health Town Hall,
which featured a panel of experts
and a moderator.

For 23 years, when spring
comes, the feeling of “that time
of the year” pervades the Apop-
ka area as the Apopka Fair draws
near. And the arrival is finally
here. Organizers completed the
final touches this week after plan-
ning for the last year.

The most successful season
ever for the Apopka Blue Darters
girls wrestling team has conclud-
ed. It was successful as the Dart-
ers placed third at the state cham-
pionship meet and realized the
goal of moving into the top five in
Florida. However, efficiency re-
mained the calling card of Apop-
ka as third place was earned with
five entries qualifying for the
state championship meet.

The Wekiva Mustangs base-

CITY OF APOPKA

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND

CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs.

Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances,

Development Code, Article II,
has made application relating to the following described property.

163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a),
Part III,
Section 2.4.7.B, that Bryan Potts, P.E.

ball team moved to 7-0 on the
season after downing Winder-
mere Prep 4-3 on Tuesday, March
7.

The Wekiva Mustangs boys
basketball team won the opening
tip of the Class 6A state semifinal
Thursday, March 2, against the
Ponte Vedra Sharks at RP Fund-
ing Center in Lakeland.

March 17,2023

For the first time at a pub-
lic meeting, details of an evalua-
tion report about ways the Apop-
ka Fire Department could bet-
ter its health and safety compli-
ance have been presented, which
includes the department’s blind
spots and recommendations for
improvement.

The Rock Springs Ridge Ho-
meowners Association Board vot-
ed to prepare and submit a mitiga-
tion proposal to the state request-
ing an easement release for the
gopher tortoise easement on West
Kelly Park Road, the road that is
the northern boundary of Rock
Springs Ridge.

An eight-year member of the
Planning Commission is stepping
down citing health reasons, with
the Tuesday, March 14, meeting
being her last one. Linda Lauren-
deau was presented a proclama-
tion and flowers by Mayor Bryan
Nelson at the meeting honoring
her hard work and volunteering
efforts to the community.

The Apopka Fire Department
voted Austin Duran as the 2022
Firefighter of the Year, the AFD
announced in a Monday, March
13, Facebook post.

Wekiva High School culi-

nary arts students participated
in the 22nd annual ProStart Cu-
linary Team Competition at the
Rosen Plaza Hotel in Orlando on
Saturday and Sunday, March 4
and 5. Sixty-five of the 224 rec-
ognized culinary programs in the
state met the requirements to par-
ticipate and sent teams of students
to compete for scholarships, priz-
es and bragging rights.

March 24, 2023

Apopka city attorney Mi-
chael Rodriguez was cleared on
Tuesday, March 10, by the Flori-
da Bar when the organization dis-
missed a complaint filed against
Rodriguez by Kelley Butcher,
who claimed, among other issues,
that the city attorney “has blocked
the city of Apopka’s fire union
from doing their job regarding
the death of firefighter Austin Du-
ran.”

The recent failures of ma-
jor U.S. banks earlier this month
have not impacted the city of
Apopka’s estimated $122 million
funds, according to city Finance
Director Blanche Sherman.

The Apopka City Coun-
cil voted 3-1 with one recusal
to deny adopting an ordinance
amending the future land use of a
one-acre city-owned vacant land,
which would have supported the
development of seven single-
family homes across the street
from Alonzo Williams Park.

On Tuesday, March 21, the
Apopka High beach volleyball
team had its first match follow-
ing spring break, hosting the Lake
Highland Prep Highlanders at the
city of Apopka’s Northwest Rec-
reation Complex.

Land

ORDINANCE NO. 3034

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM OFFICE TO COMMERCIAL FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED
AT 1700 WEST KEENE ROAD, OWNED BY M.L. CARTER SERVICES, INC.,
TRUSTEE OF THE CARTER-KEENE ROAD LAND TRUST, COMPRISING 18.8
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS,

AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 3035

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
ZONING FROM O (OFFICE) TO C-C (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT),
FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1700 WEST KEENE ROAD;
OWNED BY M.L. CARTER SERVICES,

KEENE ROAD LAND TRUST COMPRISING 18.8 ACRES, MORE OR LESS;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Location Map

INC.,
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Parcel Identification Number (s) :

Contains: 18.8 +/- Acres

29-21-28-0000-00-003

TRUSTEE OF THE CARTER-

Now you can finally have all of the soothing
benefits of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a
convenient refreshing shower while seated or
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s
FREE Shower Package!

« First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

« Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height
and pivots to offer a seated shower option

« High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive
lifetime warranty on the entire tub

« Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included

at one low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of both worlds—there
isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub!

NORTH AMERICA’S

=1 Selllng Walk-In Tub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

March 31,2023

The Development Review
Committee (DRC) evaluated the
major development plan for the
Miller’s Ale House that’s coming
to the Apopka City Center.

The Central Florida Coun-
cil of the Boy Scouts of America
honored the Loomis family at the
Apopka Boy Scout Golden Eagle
Dinner on Wednesday, March 29,
at Highland Manor. Cate Manley,
president and CEO of the Apop-
ka Area Chamber of Commerce,
chaired the event.

The Lake Apopka Wildlife
Drive will be closed to vehicu-
lar traffic until further notice due
to ongoing construction on the
property. The Lake Apopka North
Shore Loop Trail will remain
open for pedestrian traffic.

The city of Apopka con-
ducted its third community meet-
ing in four months, this time in a
town hall format, to discuss the
mass annexation of unincorpo-
rated South Apopka into the city
on Tuesday, March 28, at the John
H. Bridges Community Center on
West 13th Street.

Scoring an average of 7.5
runs while giving up 3.6, the
Wekiva Mustangs baseball team
has been dominant far more of-
ten than not. The state of the pro-
gram has turned from the best
start ever with eight consecutive
victories to facing the most im-
portant stretch of contests. The
two losses suffered recently were
to the Umatilla Bulldogs and Lib-
erty Chargers.

Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER
PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-951-4780
[ 4

SAFESTEP
VVAL K—IN

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

[ 4

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

1uUB

1-855-951-4780

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

WITH APPROVED
CREDIT

y
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Grow Your Business
With Local Advertising

NOTICE 1is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Numbers 3034
and 3035 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,
January 17, 2024 beginning at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearing
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704,
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council

Community Development Department

January 5, 2024

Publish: The Apopka Chief 175547
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To speak with a sales rep about the right advertising strategy
for your business and budget, call 407.886.2777 today.

Creating customer awareness is key to nurturing your
business’s success. With reliable distribution to households
in our area, The Apopka Chief and The Planter are an
advertising vehicle that delivers. Put our reach and reputation
to work for your business with a strategic advertising plan
that will help build your brand and bring more customers to

your door.
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The Apopka Chief
& The Planter

Your Trusted Local News Source
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777
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