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This week

Christmas Eve
The Calvary Church of the 
Nazarene will hold its Christ-
mas Eve service featuring the 
church’s new worship leader.
See page 7A.

Apopka Girls wrestling wins 
2023 Girls Grappler Classic
See page 1B.
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Lake Apopka Natural 
Gas District (LANGD) has 
appointed Brent Haywood, 
as the company’s next chief 
executive officer and gener-
al manager, effective Janu-
ary 8, 2024.

Haywood comes to 
LANGD from Okaloo-
sa Gas District, where he 
spent the last seven years as 
the company’s vice presi-
dent of operations. He will 
bring over 25 years of in-
dustry experience to his 
role as LANGD’s sixth 
CEO/GM.

“I am looking forward 
to the opportunity to serve 
as LANGD’s next CEO/
GM, and I feel compelled 
that this is the right oppor-
tunity for me and my fam-
ily,” said Haywood.

“The utility business, 
to me, is about public ser-
vice and the ability to con-
tribute to the common 
good. I see myself as a ‘ser-
vant leader’ – I lead by ser-

vice, but I also lead by ex-
perience and energy,” add-
ed Haywood. “Fostering 
innovation and growth, en-
suring fiscal responsibili-
ty with our operations, and 
continuing to implement 
environmental and organi-
zational programs that sup-
port our communities will 

Local gas district 
names new CEO 

See CEO Page 5A

Defying the inclem-
ent weather, the communi-
ty held its Wreaths Across 
America Day on Saturday, 
December 16, at the Edge-
wood-Greenwood Cem-
etery. There, community 
members laid wreaths on 
veterans’ graves. 

Loretta Forlaw orga-
nized the event.

This year’s Nation-
al Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca Day took place at more 
than 4,200 participating lo-
cations across the country 
including Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, more than 
500 above last year’s total, 

according to the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

“National Wreaths 
Across America Day is 
a meaningful event that 
takes place each Decem-
ber across the country. 
Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca’s mission is to remem-
ber the fallen, honor those 
who serve and teach the 
next generation the value 
of freedom. It’s a year-long 
mission that bring together 
communities and families 
all over the country,” the 
U.S. Department of Veter-
ans Affairs reports.  

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

After debating what the next step 
would be in moving the annexation of 
South Apopka forward, the Council decid-
ed to come up with questions to put on a 
survey and submit to residents to get their 
opinion on annexing South Apopka. 

During the council report at the De-
cember 6 City Council meeting, Commis-
sioner Alexander H. Smith brought up the 
subject of annexation, inquiring about the 
Council’s final decision on how to proceed. 

Mayor Nelson said he had been ready 
to do what the other commissioners want-
ed. 

“My interest is still the annexation, and 
I think it was asked as to how far we were 
talking about what area,” Smith said in re-
sponse. “I mentioned before that I think we 
should go all the way to McCormick Road 
since we already have city limits on Mc-
Cormick Road to go to that and just fill in 
all that area. That’s my point of view.”

The currently proposed annexation of 
unincorporated South Apopka includes the 
southernmost street of Keene Road.  

Commissioner Kyle Becker said that 
he had said “ad nauseum” about what he 
believed the next steps should be, but that 

an ordinance should get drafted and put up 
for a council vote. However, he believed 
that the annexation is going to fail because 
the city hasn’t received feedback from peo-
ple who would be impacted by the annexa-
tion. 

“The response that I’m receiving from 
residents and unincorporated Apopka is 
that this council doesn’t want it, that we’re 
just all talk. That’s why it keeps fading 
away. They’re saying that we don’t want it. 
That’s what the word is,” Smith said. 

Becker disagreed with Smith’s state-
ment. 

“We’ve talked about this many, many 
times to say, ‘Hey, we want to do what’s 
right by the citizens of Apopka, regardless 
of whether or not they’re unincorporated or 
city residents.”

Becker added that he uses the word 
workshop loosely when discussing the 
community meetings about the annexation 
because of the presentation about the an-
nexation cost for the city compared to any-
thing else.  

“There’s accusations made by the 
community that we have ulterior motives 
in wanting to annex residents into our city,” 
Becker said. “There’s probably evidence of 

City Council talks next 
steps in annexation topic, 
questions possible survey

By Teresa Sargeant 
Apopka Chief Staff

Local businesses, en-
trepreneurs, and commu-

nity leaders were honored 
for their community ser-
vice, contributions to the 
community, and accom-
plishments at the 2023 

annual Apopka Chamber 
Business Awards. 

The Apopka Area 
Chamber of Commerce 
conducted its annual 

Apopka Chamber Busi-
ness Awards on Monday, 
December 18, at the Apop-

The seniors of the Apopka High School’s Student Government Association visited Phillis Wheatley Elementary on Tuesday, December 
19, to deliver presents to all the pre-K and kindergarten students as part of Dewey and Daisy’s Holiday Wish. 

Local businesses, entrepreneurs, and community leaders were honored at the 2023 annual Apopka Cham-
ber Business Awards luncheon. Pictured are the awards recipients including John Ricketson (r), The Apopka 
Chief/The Planter publisher, for Lifetime Achievement.

See CITY Page 3A

City defies bad weather to 
lay wreaths on vets’ graves

Troy Perez of the VFW 
Post 10147 speaks at 
Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca ceremony.

The community gathered at the Edgewood-Greenwood Cemetery on Saturday, 
December 16, for the annual Wreaths Across America Day ceremony. 

Chamber awards honors leaders, 
businesses at yearly event

See CHAMBER Page 11A

Apopka High SGA delivers gifts at Wheatley

Brent Haywood
... new CEO/general 

manager

Photo by Ralo Flores

Photos by Charlotte White



Corridor Chiefs of the 
Year

I have been writing 
about the primary impor-
tance of local government 
supporting neighborhoods. 
My office offers sever-
al support programs, such 
as Quarterly Meetings for 
training and social oppor-
tunity, the Corridor of the 
Year Contest – a chance to 
engage residents and build 
collaboration through beau-
tification, and the Corridor 
Chief Program, a way to 
maintain streets.

I have also closely sup-
ported several organiza-
tions – The People of Lock-
hart, The People of Wekiwa 
Springs, and now a third 

group, The People of Clar-
cona-Ocoee. I would love 
to support a fourth group 
called The People of South-
ern Apopka. However, we 
have not enough consis-
tent interest here to stand 
up a separate organization. 
I am hopeful that will come 
soon. I’m also consider-
ing combining the South-

ern and Northern sections 
of Apopka for cleaning up 
the Rock Springs/Park Ave 
corridor in 2024.

Nevertheless, the Cor-
ridor Chief Program is a 
vital part of the work of 
supporting neighborhoods. 
The corridor chiefs report 
infrastructure deficiencies 
to 311 and pick up trash on 
a regular basis. Infrastruc-
ture deficiencies include 
plugged drains, cracked 
sidewalks, burnt out street-
lights, etc.  I would like to 
share some stories of a few 
of these awesome and dedi-
cated Corridor Chiefs.

Jean Ford, a mem-

 The Bible says, in 1 
Corinthians 13:11 “When 
I was a child, I spoke as 
a child, I understood as a 
child, I thought as a child: 
but when I became a man, I 
put away childish things.” 

I believe some of we 
men have refused to put 
away childish things. We 
treat our responsibilities as 
requests. We act as if we 
have no purpose except for 
our own pleasures to be sat-
isfied at the expense of ev-
eryone, or anyone else. 

I am exhausted from 
hearing how a mother 

with children, just bare-
ly old enough to be left 
alone, must be gone from 
the home most of the day. 
Working a job to make 
ends meet because the fa-
ther has decided his needs 

for pleasure are more im-
portant than the basic needs 
of the children he has pro-
duced. 

Here we are at Christ-
mas time again and differ-
ent organizations are ask-
ing for Toys for Tots, do-
nations for food, and many 
other needs. I really com-
mend those charities for the 
work they do and all the ac-
complishments they fulfill 
because there is a real need, 
but I wonder how much 
more they could share 
with the truly needy if they 
did not have to supply the 

things that fathers should 
provide.

 I am old enough to re-
member a time when a man 
that would not take the re-
sponsibility of caring for 
his family was treated as 
an outcast and shunned by 
other men because he was 
considered a deadbeat, and 
a poor excuse of a man. It 
is no wonder many of our 
young men are considering 
trans gendering. They see 
a woman as a more capa-
ble person, willing to take 
on the challenges of doing 
what must be done to main-

tain a family. 
Even our armed forces 

are suffering because of a 
lack of desire to be an ac-
tive member of the pro-
tective services to provide 
safety for our nation. The 
United States of Ameri-
ca has closed the doors on 
manhood, making men im-
potent through the “Great 
Society” ushered in by 
Lyndon B. Johnson. 

That administration 
was willing to give fami-
lies housing, food stamps, 
and monetary assistance if 
the home was fatherless. 

Within a couple of years, 
we had an overabundance 
of fatherless homes, and 
single mothers seeking 
government handouts. No 
more need for a father in 
the home. Vote for the poli-
tician that promised more 
subsidies and guess who 
received the most votes. 

Freeloading, lazy, do-
nothing men only had to 
find a woman with kids 
who wanted her physi-
cal needs met and he could 
move in and live without 

Fathers must be more than just men, they must be responsible

The Apopka Chief

Believing in the reason 
for the season takes faith
Editor’s note: In honor of John Peery, 
who died this year on October 12, The 
Apopka Chief is running the follow-
ing editorial written by him as it ap-
peared in the newspaper’s December 
23, 2022, issue. 

As we celebrate Christmas this 
holiday season, we always must re-
member that it is the birth of Jesus 
Christ, the savior of the world, that we 
should be observing. 

Yes, it takes an enormous amount 
of faith to believe that a young Jewish 
woman who was a virgin could con-
ceive. In fact, it does sound preposter-
ous unless you believe that the Lord 
God is the one true God and that he is, 
indeed, omnipotent, omniscient, and 
omnipresent. 

As humans, we cannot truly re-
late to a spiritual being with all those 
qualities, so many of us decide that it 
cannot be possible – that God does not 
exist because we cannot comprehend 
how he can. 

But, those same folks also believe 
that our Earth just sort of appeared as 
matter in the universe collided togeth-
er and then life began – somehow – 
that eventually ended up with plants, 
animals, and people. 

Seems like it takes a lot of faith to 
believe that as well. 

Yes, it may be a bit of a stretch 
from a human perspective to think that 
God actually exists, but when you stop 
and think about how the Earth and life 
on Earth came to be, we’re sure that 
believing in God is infinitely easier to 
do. Our daily walk here on Earth is en-
abled because of the daily existence 
of the sun, moon and stars for which 
not one of us here on Earth has any re-
sponsibility. 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, certain-
ly had to have a tremendous amount of 
faith as she was visited by Gabriel, an 
angel who told her that she would con-
ceive a son through the Holy Spirit and 
that the son would be named Jesus. 
Gabriel also told Mary that he would 
be the Son of God, meaning he would 
have all the attributes of God. 

After she was initially puzzled 
about Gabriel’s words, Mary put her 
faith in God and realized that she was, 
indeed, highly favored, but also had 
the responsibility to not only give birth 
to, but raise the boy who would one 
day give his life for every person who 
ever existed, or would exist, so that 
they may have eternal life if they be-

lieved, trusted, and accepted him. 
While the birth of Jesus and what 

it truly means is literally an eternal 
life-and-death matter for each one of 
us, it is also fine to enjoy the Christ-
mas story on the superficial level that 
most all of us know about. 

Many people may have never 
cracked open the pages of a Bible, but 
they know the story of Jesus in at least 
a superficial manner. 

The following is from the very fa-
miliar passage of the Gospel of Luke, 
chapter 2, verses 1-12: 

“In those days Caesar Augustus is-
sued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. (This 
was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syr-
ia.) And everyone went to their own 
town to register. 

So Joseph also went up from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to Bethlehem the town of David, be-
cause he belonged to the house and 
line of David. He went there to reg-
ister with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expect-
ing a child. While they were there, the 
time came for the baby to be born, and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was 
no guest room available for them. And 
there were shepherds living out in the 
fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, ‘“Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. Today in the town of 
David a Savior has been born to you, 
he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will 
be a sign to you. You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a man-
ger.’” 

Of course, there is much more to 
the Christmas story than these few 
verses. Each year we have been privi-
leged to publish a Christmas section 
supported by local advertisers that 
tells of the birth of Jesus and what that 
birth means to each one of us should a 
choice be made to believe in His birth, 
death and resurrection – eternal life. 

We wish everyone a very Merry 
Christmas and pray for each person 
to understand the true meaning of this 
miraculous holiday as we celebrate the 
birth of Jesus.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23, 
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, 
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An 
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange 
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to 
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Your day will go the 
way the corners of 
your mouth turn.

“Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath,
but righteousness delivers from death.”

Proverbs 11:4

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
Time to make New Year resolutions:
A recent survey found that overall, 45 
percent of respondents noted an im-
provement in mental health as one 
of their top New Year’s resolutions, 
compared to 39 percent who said im-
proved fitness, 37 percent who want 
to lose weight and 33 percent who 
cited improved diet. (Forbes Health)

Many people may have never 
cracked open the pages of a Bible, 
but they know the story of Jesus in 
at least a superficial manner. 

Editor shares his 
understanding about faithful 

belief in the Christmas season
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Leaders build strong neighborhoods

By David Beasley | 
The Center Square
contributor

Florida’s education 
commissioner on Wednes-
day (December 15) praised 
a decision by the state’s 
High School Athletic As-
sociation to fine the Bro-
ward County school system 
$16,500 for allowing a boy 
to play on the girls volley-
ball team.

The student at Mon-
arch High in Coconut 
Beach, professing to be 
transgender, should not 
have been allowed because 
of the 2021 Fairness in 
Women’s Sports Act.

“Thanks to the leader-
ship of Governor Ron De-
Santis, Florida passed leg-
islation to protect girls’ 
sports and we will not toler-

ate any school that violates 
this law,” Florida Educa-
tion Commissioner Manny 
Diaz Jr. said in a statement. 
“We applaud the swift ac-
tion taken by the Florida 
High School Athletic Asso-
ciation to ensure there are 
serious consequences for 
this illegal behavior.”

A Florida LGBTQ 
group criticized the Ath-
letic Association decision, 
WLRN reported.

“Student’s lives and 
administrator’s livelihoods 
were upended as a result 
of the DeSantis adminis-
tration’s focus on culture 
wars,” Jennifer Solomon, 
Parents and Families Sup-
port Manager for Equality 
Florida, said at a news con-
ference in Fort Lauderdale.

The law “specifies that 

an athletic team or sport 
that is designated for fe-
males, women, or girls may 
not be open to students of 
the male sex, based on the 
student’s biological sex 
listed on the student’s of-
ficial birth certificate at the 
time of birth,” 

DeSantis’ office said in 
a news release after signing 
the bill. “The designation 
of separate sex-specific ath-
letic teams or sports is nec-
essary to promote equality 
of athletic opportunities, 
and the majority of Ameri-
cans support this action.”

The athletic associa-
tion also ordered the prin-
cipal and athletic director 
of Monarch to attend rules 
seminars, according to pub-

See ACT Page 4A

A high school is fined via 2021 fairness act
See MOORE Page 4A

See HAYDEN Page 4A
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2.9% APR financing for 72 months available on ‘23 F150. Offer excludes F150 Raptor, Tremor and 
Lightning. Offer requires credit approval and financing through Ford Credit. Not all buyers will qualify. 
2.9% APR financing for 72 mos. at $15.15 per mo. per $1,000 financed, regardless of down payment. 
2.9% Offer is not compatible with other factory incentives including military incentive. Residency 

restrictions apply. Ends 1/2/2024. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

2023 F-150

for 72 MOS.
2.9% APR

$7,250
+ Save on

on F-150
XLT Hybrid

on over 800 F-150s 
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Everybody  
has an opinion. 

Why not  
share yours?

The Apopka Chief
400 N. Park Ave., 

Apopka 32712 
For info: 407-886-2777 

Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@theapopka

chief.com

Send, bring or email 
your signed letters of 

approximately 250 
words to the Editor, 

Submit 
your letter 
online at

theapopkachief.com

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, Suite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) • Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

2300 E. Semoran Blvd, Suite G, Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 893-2SEE (2733) • Dr. David Dada, Optometrist

www.essentialeyecareoptical.com

Fri. December 22, 2023
thru 

Sun. December 24, 2023

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

DISCOUNT DAY 
TUESDAYS ONLY $5.95 

with the Regal Crown Club Card 
(Excluding Holidays). 

*FRI.  ONLY
•SAT./SUN  ONLY
•• FRI./SAT. ONLY

ANYONE BUT YOU (R) 
11:40A; 2:20; 5:00; 7:40; 
••10:30; 
AQUAMAN AND THE LOST 
KINGDOM (PG-13) •11:20A;  
*11:30A; 12:20; 2:40; 3:40; 
6:00; 7:00; ••9:20; ••10:20;
MIGRATION (PG) *10:50A; 
•11:00A; *11:20A; •11:30A; 
1:30; 2:00; 4:00; 4:30; 6:30; 
7:10; ••9:00; ••9:40; 
WONKA (PG) 11:10A; 12:10; 
1:50; 3:30; 4:40; 6:20; 7:20; 
••9:10; ••10:00
GODZILLA MINUS ONE (PG-
13) 12:00; 3:20; 6:50; ••9:50

The Public Is Invited To

The Dickens Carolers in Concert
An a cappella quartet from The Dickens Carolers will 

provide a 50-minute Christmas carols concert 
at Graceworx Community Church.

11:30AM, SATURDAY, DEC. 23, 2023
Concert is free; no reservation required.

GRACEWORX COMMUNITY CHURCH
(Which meets in the facilities of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church)

9913 BEAR LAKE ROAD, APOPKA, FL 32703
For more details, call 321-228-4599. 

Photo courtesy of The Dickens Carolers.

all of that coming into play. 
That’s why I say we have 
to have a more, not an ‘us 
versus them’ kind of work-
shop where you have us up 
on the dais and everybody 
there. It has to be on their 
own terms. … We haven’t 
done that at all.”

Commissioner Diane 
Velazquez said what she 
got from the annexation 
workshops was that unin-
corporated residents had 
concerns about the annex-
ation’s financial impact on 
them, but the city couldn’t 
provide that to them. 

Community Devel-
opment Director Jim Hitt 
asked each of the City 
Council members to sub-
mit a few questions for the 
survey for him to compile 
into a survey, as well as if 
anybody from the public 
has different questions to 
be asked in the survey, they 
could be submitted, too. 

Also, the maps for the 
targeted annexation, Hitt 
said there could be two 
maps incorporated into the 
survey: the one that was 
originally put together as 
part of the city workshops, 
and the other depicting the 
McCormick Road as the 
southernmost limitation. 

Nesta said that the city 
should conduct an initial 
survey, invite a facilitator 
to conduct more communi-
ty meetings, then do a fol-
low-up survey to see if they 
city was able to educate the 
residents about the annexa-
tion. 

“Because we have not 
provided enough education 
correctly to what this pro-
cess looks like, what the 
cost looks like, anything 
like that,” Nesta said. “I’ve 
had more people tell me 
that this is a land grab from 
the city of Apopka. We’re 
going to code enforce, fore-
closure and put multi-fam-
ily out there. That’s what 
I’ve heard more than any-
thing. 

Nesta suggested that 
the city has to budget for 
both the surveying process 
and for a potential annexa-
tion such as more first re-
sponders. 

Smith said he agreed 
with doing a survey first, 
collect feedback, get a fa-
cilitator to lead group meet-
ings and educate attendees 
about the annexation, then 
do a follow-up survey. 

Hitt explained the city 
staff has never worked on 
an annexation of a huge 
area, but only subdivi-
sions – “totally different,” 

he said. Therefore, the dis-
cussion of South Apopka 
annexation might require 
an expert coming in to as-
sist with speaking about the 
process.  

“It might take a lit-
tle bit more than just staff 
and council putting togeth-
er a process that could or 
could not cover, like every-
body’s saying, all the bases. 
It might end up being more 
of an expert coming in to do 
a proper way to approach 
this. Like we’re saying, 
we’re kind of flying off the 
cuff to do these,” Hitt said. 

Because December 
6 was the last City Coun-
cil meeting of 2023, (the 
city canceled the regular-
ly scheduled December 20 
meeting) the City Council 
won’t decide on the sur-
vey questions until January 
2024. 

The year 1984 was the 
last time the city of Apopka 
and unincorporated Apopka 
held a vote to annex unin-
corporated South Apopka. 
The city of Apopka voted 
for the annexation, but the 
unincorporated side reject-
ed the referendum. Both 
city and county residents 
must approve the ballot ini-
tiative for the annexation to 
take place.

The South Apopka an-

nexation topic heated up 
again during the 2022 mu-
nicipal election cycle. Since 
then, the city held public 
workshops on the subject 
in late 2022 and early 2023. 

Annexation area 
The proposed annex-

ation boundary is 2,408 
acres which also includes 
incorporated boundaries. 
The unincorporated area 
within the boundary con-
tains 2,340 parcels with a 
total of 1,082 acres. Of the 
2,340 unincorporated par-
cels, 2,185 are classified 

as residential with a total 
of 714 acres. Of the 2,185 
properties mapped as resi-
dential, 1,036 have a home-
stead exemption flag in 
the property appraiser data 
(47.4 percent). 

Continued from page 1A

City: 1984 was last time annexation referendum was on ballot

See CITY Page 6A



lished reports.
The Broward County 

school system is the first in 
the state to be sanctioned 
under the law. The gover-
nor’s office deferred ques-
tions on the sanctions to the 
Florida Department of Ed-

ucation.
Broward County Chief 

Communications and Leg-
islative Affairs Officer John 
J. Sullivan released a state-
ment saying the district had 
received a letter from the 
Florida High School Ath-
letic Association that the 
matter is part of an ongoing 

investigation. 
According to pub-

lished reports, the student 
has identified as female 
since before elementary 
school and has been using 
a girl’s name since second 
grade, according to court 
documents in a case chal-
lenging Florida’s law.
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office407-703-1701
City Administrator407-703-1649
City Clerk407-703-1704
Community Devel.407-703-1712
Code Enforcement407-703-1738
Finance Dept.407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-703-1741
Police Chief407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.)407-703-1771
Job Line407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect.407-703-1731
Street Maintenance407-703-1731
Utility Billing407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags850-617-2000
Building Dept.407-836-8550
County Mayor407-836-7370
County Commission407-836-7350
County Attorney407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue407-836-3111
Solid Waste407-836-6601
Garbage Collection407-703-1731
Health Dept.407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.407-836-6200
Property Appraiser407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint407-836-4357
Utilities407-836-5515
All other departments407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)352-241-9220
State Representatives
Doug Bankson407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45)unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment407-317-3233
Bus routes407-317-3800
Superintendent407-317-3200
School Board407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans407-703-1707

Chamber of Commerce407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

ber of The People of Weki-
wa Springs, not only works 
with the Mills family to 
clean up Thompson Road, 
she has also recruited the 
Apopka Running Club to 
adopt the western end of 
Votaw Road for quarter-
ly clean-ups. Thank you, 
Jean Ford, for your leader-
ship. Thompson and Votaw 
Roads have never looked 
better. They also have the 
best-looking sidewalks 
around.

Larry Branan, a 
strong member of The Peo-
ple of Lockhart, works very 
hard on Rose Ave. This 
street is vitally important 
to the vision of a rebuilt 
downtown Lockhart and 
hosting cyclists traversing 
from the West Orange Trail 
to the Wekiva Trail. Larry 
not only picks up the trash 
but has recruited business-
es and property owners to 
do so, as well. The amount 
of debris Larry has carted 
off the road is astounding. 
It would be nice if folks 
would simply keep trash in 
their cars and dispose of it 
once they reach their des-
tination. Thank you, Larry 
Branan, for your dedica-
tion. Rose Ave has never 

looked so good, and next 
year we will be painting a 
long stretch of fencing and 
adding roses for greater in-
terest.

Sandy Miller, an en-
gaged resident in Huntley 
Park off Clarcona-Ocoee 
Road has picked up liter-
ally, thousands of snipe 
signs with her friend Ma-
teo Schulte. The North 
Pine Hills area suffers 
from event promoters de-
facing traffic utility box-
es and fake tax prepar-
ers leaving signage all up 
and down Clarcona-Ocoee 
Road. This dynamic team 
led the way for the Clarco-
na-Ocoee Team to win this 
year’s Corridor of the Year 
Contest. I must say, we still 
struggle with trash thrown 
on rights-of-way on an al-
most daily basis. However, 
all the engaged HOA Board 
Members are getting out to 
help pick up the trash and 
maintain the wonderful 
walls, entranceways, side-
walks, etc. – improvements 
wrought over 2023. Thank 
you, Sandy Miller, for your 
hard work.

Richard Lippert is 
our most comical and en-
tertaining Corridor Chief. 
He represents The Peo-
ple of Wekiwa Springs and 

services the north end of 
Wekiwa Springs Road. 
Richard took my place, for 
which I am extremely hap-
py. He caught me out in 
front of my neighborhood 
and offered to replace me. 
That was my lucky day. I, 
however, then moved on 
to other streets and kept 
recruiting residents to as-
sist. There is nothing worse 
than lawn debris left for 
weeks on the side of the 
road, rental moveouts fill-
ing the curb with unwant-
ed property, and trash left 
by lazy citizens. I still do 
not understand why trash 
cannot be kept in a vehi-
cle until reaching a desti-
nation. Richard picks it all 
up, weighs it, and faith-
fully calculates his annual 
amount to my office. 

He is on his way to 
picking up TWO TONS of 
debris for 2023. I cannot 
thank you enough Mr. Lip-
pert.

If you are a regular 
walker or cyclist, it is easy 
to bring along a trash bag 
and pick up trash. 

If you would like 
to join my Neighbor-
hood Leader Group, 
please contact my office 
at 407.836.5850 or Dis-
trict2@ocfl.net.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Leaders are appreciated

Send a letter to the Editor online www.theapopkachief.com

Everybody has an opinion. Why not share yours?

having to put any effort into 
supporting a household. 

Marriage has become 
meaningless. Why go to the 
trouble when all you are 
looking for is a non-com-
mittal relationship that you 
can walk away from if it 
gets tedious? 

Oh, he might have to 
take trash out to the curb, 
but nothing too strenuous 
because he hurt his back, 
neck, leg, or whatever it 
took to convince his con-
cubine he was not able to 
work a real job. 

I have worked with 
men who, having true dis-
abilities, considered it 
nothing more than a chal-

lenge they could face 
knowing their responsibili-
ties for their commitments 
outweighed any hindrance 
a mere handicap provided. 
I have little sympathy for a 
person who claims to have 
a disability to escape work-
ing for a living. 

Childish thinking leads 
to men who depend on oth-
ers to provide their basic 
needs so they can enjoy the 
freedom from grown-up 
decisions to make someone 
else’s life better, and to sink 
deeper into thinking their 
presence is what the world 
is willing to pay for. 

It is time to put away 
childish things and start 
acting like men! My daugh-
ter-in-law, thinking of 

her own father, (who has 
passed), posted something 
on Facebook that states, “A 
truly rich man is one whose 
children run into his arms 
when his hands are empty.” 
How true! 

Men, we need to be 
aware of our position in our 
Creator’s world as provid-
ers, leaders, examples, FA-
THERS, and then fill that 
place that GOD has pre-
pared for you and me.

Our Christmas prayer 
should be for our heav-
enly Father to give us the 
wisdom to see the childish 
things that need to be put 
out of the way, and then the 
fortitude to do it! Remem-
ber the “Reason for the 
Season!!!”

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: Men should be providers

Continued from page 2A
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 3038 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, January 3, 2024, at 
1:30 pm or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance and Master Plan 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

December 22, 2023

NOTICE is hereby given that APPIAN ENGINEERING, LLC c/o LUKE CLASSON, 
P.E has made an application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 
163.3187(c) and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka 
Planning Commission, and City Council for a REZONING OF PROPERTY. 
This application relates to the following described property: 

 Apopka City Council
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 06-21-28-7172-08-050 and 
       06-21-28-7172-08-040
Contains:  13.04 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3038
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE ZONING 
FROM C-C (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT AND T (TRANSITIONAL) 
DISTRICT TO PD (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT) DISTRICT, FOR CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED WEST OF PLYMOUTH SORRENTO 
ROAD, NORTH OF U.S. 441, AND EAST OF SR 429; COMPRISING 
13.04 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY GARY D CHARLTON LIVING 
TRUST, PEGGY G CHARLTON LIVING TRUST 1/2 INT AND GARY D 
CHARLTON LIVING TRUST 1/2 INT; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO 
THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY,CONFLICTS, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Dear Editor: 

On behalf of the Miss 
Apopka Scholarship Com-
petition Committee, we 
would like to thank our 
family at The Apopka Chief 
and The Planter for their 
exceptional coverage of our 
pageant held on December 
2, 2023. 

The Miss Apopka 
Competition, one of 16 pre-
liminary competitions held 
throughout the state for 
Miss Florida, prides itself 
for garnering such strong 
support from the Apopka 
community. And it’s that 
support that really sets us 
apart and makes our crown 
one of the most coveted. 

From the moment our can-
didates step into the City 
Hall Council Chamber for 
their private interview, to 
viewing the candidate pic-
torial in The Chief, to tak-
ing the stage at Apopka 
High School, they feel 
that community support. 
It makes for such a special 
day for everyone involved. 

Mr. Matthew Mor-
phew with Apopka High 
School, along with his pro-
duction team, Brooke Ri-
pley, Tamairah Marsh, and 
Leilani Delgado, worked 
wonders making this one of 
our most dazzling produc-
tions to date. Their hospi-
tality is unmatched and we 
thank them for sharing their 

stage with us. At the end of 
the night, Reilly Cardella, 
was crowned Miss Apop-
ka 2024, while Maci Miot-
to placed First Runner Up 
and Tori Leto placed Sec-
ond Runner Up. Each took 
home an exquisite rose 
bouquet from Apopka Flo-
rist and over $4,100 in 
scholarship money was 
awarded.

As a committee, we 
are often met with sur-
prise when it is discovered 
that our Miss Apopka is 
not necessarily an Apopka 
resident. Though we most 
certainly welcome young 
women from Apopka to 
compete, we are most fo-
cused on the impact that 

our titleholders make on 
our community. Since her 
coronation, Miss Cardel-
la has helped welcome in 
the holiday season with the 
Foliage Sertoma Club of 
Apopka’s annual Christmas 
Parade, the Apopka Police 
Department’s Shop with 
Cop program, and Apop-
ka Citizens Police Acad-
emy Alumni Association 
Christmas dinner. She is 
also looking to expand her 
Community Service Initia-

tive by working with lo-
cal schools to send thanks 
to our local physicians and 
healing wishes and toys 
to those families impact-
ed by childhood cancer. As 
a talented vocalist, Miss 
Cardella further plans to 
visit our local assisted liv-
ing facilities to help spread 
good cheer throughout the 
coming year.

If you are interested in 
having Miss Cardella at-
tend an event or if you are 

a local family impacted by 
childhood cancer, please 
reach out to us at Miss-
ApopkaBoard@gmail.
com or message us on 
Facebook or Instagram.

 We welcome the op-
portunity to speak with 
you.

 With gratitude, 
 Kristi Funke, Rosali 

Morris and the Miss Apop-
ka Scholarship Competi-

tion Committee

Community support sets Miss Apopka pageant apart
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Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

✓ Drug screening in APK and Nationally 
✓ Covid Screens     ✓ Titer Testing

✓ New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax: 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.
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407-889-4121*
APOPKA OFFICE SUPPLY

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
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Staying connected is now
easier than ever… 

Staying connected is now
easier than ever… 

BJ’s Towing strives to provide the highest standard 
of towing and recovery service in the area

You’re locked out! 
You’ve thrown your car 
in park, grabbed most 
of your belongs, and 
slammed the door. Then 
you realize, “Where are 
my keys?” You look in-
side and see them ly-
ing on your seat! Or, 
imagine this…that hec-
tic commute just took 
a turn for the worse. 
You’re driving down the 
road and hear all kinds 
of alarming noise com-
ing from your vehicle. 

Then there’s this 
dreaded Monday morn-
ing scenario. Your work-
week has just begun. 
You dash out to your car 
and the inevitable hap-
pens. Your car won’t 
start. An interior light 
was left on, and it literal-
ly drained your already-
low battery. What do you 
do?

The answer is sim-
ple. Call BJ’s Towing 
in Apopka. You’ll feel 
confi dent, comfortable, 
secure, and protected 
when you call the pro-
fessionals at BJ’s Tow-
ing. They’re always 
there for you, provid-
ing prompt, depend-
able service 24 hours-
a-day, 7 days-a-week, 
365 days-a-year. The 
staff at BJ’s Towing is 
trained and equipped to 
respond to all emergen-
cy situations. 

Despite the stan-
dard familiarity with tow-
ing services, car tow-
ing is not something 
that can be done by 
just anybody. You need 
someone with proper 

experience and equip-
ment, especially when 
it comes to expensive 
cars. Improper towing 
methods and equipment 
can cause damage of 
property, if not personal 
injury.

BJ’s Towing has 
been providing towing, 
transport, and recovery 
services to the motoring 
public and businesses in 
the Central Florida area 
since 1978. They’ve es-
tablished a reputation 
for unsurpassed cus-
tomer service, which 
has made them the tow-
ing service of choice for 
individuals and busi-
nesses alike. Their busi-
ness roster alone reads 
like a “who’s who” in 
the automotive indus-
try. Just to name a few, 
their clients have includ-
ed Collier Jaguar, Na-
tional Imports, Mullinax 
Ford, J&K Automotive, 
Tuffy Auto Repair, A.O.K 
Tire, Sheeler Auto Re-
pair, and Central Florida 
Auto Repair.

They understand 
that a call to a towing 

service is, in most cas-
es, a last resort and that 
their customers have 
probably already expe-
rienced an unexpected 
inconvenience. That’s 
why the staff at BJ’s 
Towing goes the ex-
tra mile to ensure that 
each call is given prior-
ity treatment and assur-
ance that help will arrive 
as soon as possible.  

BJ’s Towing ser-
vice has over 50 years 
combined experience 
in towing. This job takes 
more than just willing-
ness or a do-or-die at-
titude as vehicles dif-
fer from each other and 
there are different pro-
cedures in securing 
each one. It’s benefi-
cial to know who’s got 
the longevity and knowl-
edge to properly trans-
port your car securely.

BJ’s Towing’s mis-
sion has always been 
to provide the highest 
standard of automobile, 
truck, municipal, and pri-
vate property impound 
towing and recovery ser-
vices to customers on a 

local and regional ba-
sis, and to continuously 
strive for fl exibility in ser-
vicing their customers’ 
needs in an expedient 
and cost-effi cient man-
ner.

The team at BJ’S 
Towing also special-
izes in vehicle trans-
port. Whether it is a lo-
cal move or across the 
nation, they offer the 
convenience of provid-
ing free quotes, but also 
gives you the comfort in 
knowing they’re a local, 
reputable company with 
many years of experi-
ence.

They understand 
that you’ve already had 
one unwelcome surprise 
and the last thing you 
want is hidden expense. 
That’s why they will also 
provide you with the 
costs up front. Remem-
ber to call BJ’s Towing 
at 407-886-0568 when 
the unexpected hap-
pens to your vehicle. 

Advertisement

BJ’s Towing in Apopka is always ready to assist you with prompt, dependable 
and courteous service 24 hours-a-day, 7 days-a-week, 365 days-a-year. 
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670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703 
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing 
Service, Inc.

407-886-0568
For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BRING JOY TO 
YOUR PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
TOGETHER
AWAIT!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

FUN TIMES AHEAD! 
Book NOW for Your 
Special Occasion or 

Holiday Party!

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

FUN TIMES AHEAD! 
Book NOW for Your 
Special Occasion or 

Holiday Party!

FUN TIMES AHEAD! 
Book NOW for Your 
Special Occasion or 

Holiday Party!

be key aspects of our vision 
for the future of the Dis-
trict.”

With Okaloosa Gas 
District, Haywood oversaw 
the day-to-day operations 
of the company’s natural 
gas network, including en-
gineering design, construc-
tion, maintenance, facility 
upkeep and more. His lead-
ership ensured the safe and 
reliable delivery of natural 
gas to over 50,000 custom-
ers on a daily basis.

Notably, Okaloosa Gas 
District and LANGD stand 
as the only two special dis-
tricts established in Flori-
da to serve as independent 
utilities owning and operat-
ing natural gas transmission 
and distribution systems.

“We feel very fortu-
nate that we have some-
body as qualified and well-
experienced as Brent Hay-
wood joining Lake Apopka 
Natural Gas District,” said 
LANGD Chairman Bill 
Arrowsmith. “He is well-
qualified, has a wonderful 
résumé and has come up 
through this industry, and I 

think he is a great fit to be 
LANGD’s next CEO.”

Haywood will succeed 
Samuel Davis, who has 
served as CEO/GM since 
2008. Davis announced his 
plans to retire earlier this 
summer.

“I started working in 
the natural gas industry in 
1973, and I’ve certainly 
enjoyed my time at Lake 
Apopka Natural Gas Dis-
trict,” said Davis.“I feel like 
I have accomplished every-
thing I set out to do when 
I originally started as CEO 
16 years ago, but I think it’s 
finally time for me to relax 
and enjoy retirement. I have 
14 grandchildren, and I am 
looking forward to spend-
ing more time with all of 
them.” 

The District achieved 
historic success under the 
direction of Davis, grow-
ing by more than 93 per-
cent over the past decade to 
serve over 28,000 custom-
ers today. LANGD also re-
ceived unprecedented rec-
ognition under his leader-
ship, including its high-

Continued from page 1A

CEO: Haywood 
will succeed Davis, 
who is retiring

See CEO Page 10A



The 2,185 built resi-
dential units and 387 va-
cant residential lots have a 
combined taxable value of 
$213.5 million in taxes as-
sessed for 2021. The resi-
dential parcels correspond 

to 66 percent of the total 
acreage with 95 percent 
of the taxable value of the 
area, according to a chart 
shown during the annexa-
tion area presentation. 

The commercial and 
industrial properties add up 
to approximately 84 acres, 
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Big Savings Is Now!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating and Cooling Systems
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Service Available Seven Days a Week
Licensed and Professional Technicians

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

$49
Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001. 
Offer expires 8/30/2023. 
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

SAVE
UP TO $2000

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling 
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system 
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new 
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior 
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 8/30/2023.
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(877) 709-1777Call today!
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JUNE 2023
BIGGER LOGO

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-866-549-6518CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of $1,000 or more 
with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to 
change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter 
as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at 
time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, 
CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN 
#IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT 
#10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF
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1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

0% APR financing for 60 months available on ‘23 Bronco Sport, Explorer, Escape, 
and ‘23 & ’24 Edge. Offer requires credit approval and financing through Ford 
Credit. Not all buyers will qualify. 0% APR financing for 60 mos. at $16.67 per 
mo. per $1,000 financed, regardless of down payment. Residency restrictions 

apply. Ends 1/2/24. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.
1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL • www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Bronco Sport, Explorer, 
Escape and Edge

for 60 MOS.
  0% APR

Over 900 
in stock!

0% APR financing for 60 months available on ‘23 Bronco Sport, Explorer, Escape, 
and ‘23 & ’24 Edge. Offer requires credit approval and financing through Ford 
Credit. Not all buyers will qualify. 0% APR financing for 60 mos. at $16.67 per 
mo. per $1,000 financed, regardless of down payment. Residency restrictions 

apply. Ends 1/2/24. See salesperson for qualifications and complete details.

Over 900 
in stock!

Bronco Sport, Explorer, 
Escape and Edge

for 60 MOS.
  0% APR

Home | Auto | Business | Financial Services

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY, 
LIFE, AND FUTURE.

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

Let us help you with all your insurance needs!

www.cobfi n.com 
 Like us on Facebook

COBBLESTONE
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y

(407) 889-9555
(407) 889-5084
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P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704
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 Like us on Facebook

COBBLESTONE
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y

(407) 889-9555
(407) 889-5084

Compass Health Insurance.com 
3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

• HEALTH
• MEDICARE
• CREMATION
• ACCIDENT
• DENTAL
• LIFE
• CRITICAL ILLNESS

SE HABLA ESPAÑOL

Your Local Agency for

LET US GUIDE YOU
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INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME 
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

www.langd.org    407-656-2734 ext. 307

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we’re helping families connect to 
affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that 
pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural 

gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.
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The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

Visit www.TheApopkaChief.com

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

Start the Holidays off right.
Subscribe to The Apopka Chief 

E-Edition today!

Give the Gift 
of Local News

Continued from page 3A

City: Annexation would put city in a $2 million deficit
of which only 7.6 percent 
is currently undeveloped – 
equivalent to nine proper-
ties comprising 6.4 acres. 
Together, the commercial 
and industrial properties in 
the proposed annexation 
area has a taxable value of 
approximately $9 million, 
and $131,000 in property 
taxes for 2021. 

The proposed annexa-
tion is predominantly res-
idential, with 2,185 units 
representing 66 percent of 
the annexation area, but 95 
percent of the total taxable 
value. Commercial, indus-

trial, and agricultural areas 
add up to approximately 13 
percent of the area but con-
tribute to less than 5 per-
cent of the taxable total, 
while parcels considered 
as “other uses comprise 21 
percent of the land, with 
only 1 percent of the total 
taxable value. 

If the annexation of 
South Apopka were to hap-
pen, the city would be sit-
ting on a $2 million defi-
cit with a capital of about 
$600,000 a year to pay 
back over time. Over-
all there would be about a 

$3.4 million operating bud-
get that would be built into 
the city budget, but the area 
generates about half of that, 
or $1.2 million, according 
o information from the city 
of Apopka website, Apop-
ka.net, about the South 
Apopka annexation.  

The area has a total 
of $225,568,484 in tax-
able value, according to 
Bass. The county’s mill-
age rate for fire and sher-
iff was 4.0480. the cur-
rent Apopka millage rate 
is 4.1876, a difference of 
0.1396 or $31,489. The an-

nexed area would generate 
about $944,591 in property 
tax, with an estimated sales 
tax increase of $300,000, to 
equal $1,244,591. 

If the city went ahead 
with an election to ask 
voters about mass annex-
ing unincorporated South 
Apopka, the city could hold 
a vote-by-mail election for 
an estimated $12,080 or 
the vote-in-person option 
for about $9,300, Orange 
County Supervisor of Elec-
tions Bill Cowles said at the 
June 7 Apopka City Coun-
cil meeting.

By David Beasley 
The Center Square

A recent experience 
with a homeless man has 
prompted an Orlando 
suburb to consider a new 
ordinance banning people 
from camping on public 

property, including parks 
and highway rights of way.

“We had a variety of 
complaints about a specific 
individual who had set up 
an encampment on our 
sidewalks,” Atlamonte 
Springs City Manager 
Frank Martz told The 

Center Square. “It included 
a grill, a heavy workout 
bag, a bunch of pets in 
cages.”

The man refused to 
move.

“We didn’t have a tool 
to address that,” the city 
manager said. “Now we 

do.”
The proposed 

ordinance, which will be up 
for approval next month, 
carries penalties of up to 
a $500 fine and 60 days in 
jail.

Altamonte Springs to ponder a new 
homelessness ordinance next month

See HOMELESS Page 10A
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800-827-SKIN  •   DermOrlando.com 
President & Medical Director
Michael Steppie, MD

16 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

APOPKA
531 Wekiva Commons Circle

General, Surgical & Cosmetic Dermatology 
MOHS Micrographic Surgery

We Accept Most Health Plans!
President & Medical Director
Michael Steppie, MD

16 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

APOPKA
531 Wekiva Commons Circle

General, Surgical & Cosmetic Dermatology 
MOHS Micrographic Surgery

800-827-SKIN  •  DermOrlando.com 
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• Sunday December 24 at 10 am for a morning of worship!
A Morning Filled with Christmas Carols, led by our very own Michael McCabe.

An 18-piece Orchestra and Christmas Choir will Bring Joy to this Very Special Day!

• Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Service at 5:30pm
Enjoy Christmas Carols Accompanied by our 18-piece orchestra, Band and Christmas choir.

Lots of Hot Chocolate or Cider to Enjoy & an Abundance of Christmas Goodies to Share
and SNOW for the kids!

Apopka Calvary Church of the Nazarene
750 Roger Williams Road, Apopka, FL  407-889-2148

www.ApopkaCalvary.org

Join Us

• Sunday December 24 at 10 am for a morning of worship!
A Morning Filled with Christmas Carols, led by our very own Michael McCabe.

An 18-piece Orchestra and Christmas Choir will Bring Joy to this Very Special Day!

• Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Service at 5:30pm
Enjoy Christmas Carols Accompanied by our 18-piece orchestra, Band and Christmas choir.

Lots of Hot Chocolate or Cider to Enjoy & an Abundance of Christmas Goodies to Share
and SNOW for the kids!

Apopka Calvary Church of the Nazarene
750 Roger Williams Road, Apopka, FL  407-889-2148

www.ApopkaCalvary.org

Join Us

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/31/2024. 
Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

YAD 1 SA ELTTIL SA NI

(855) 729-3984
CALL NOW !

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2024

$1000  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**AND

Military & Senior Discounts Available

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 3/31/2024. 
Each dealership is independently owned and operated. **Third party fi nancing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. ©2024 BCI Acrylic Inc.

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

YAD 1 SA ELTTIL SA NI

(855) 729-3984
CALL NOW !

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/2024

$1000  OFF*

No Payments & No Interest
  for 18 Months**AND

Military & Senior Discounts Available
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The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

3x5

3x5

The Mt. Dora Lions Club will use 
your recyclable eye glasses for the 
program “Project Right to Sight.”

Mt. Dora
Lions Club

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Mt. Dora Lions 
Club will use your re-
cyclable eye glasses for 

the program 
“Project Right to 

Sight.”

The Calvary Church 
of the Nazarene will hold 
its Christmas Eve service 
featuring the church’s new 
worship leader whose cre-
dentials include leading 
several orchestras including 
the Orlando Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

Michael McCabe be-
gan as the Calvary Church’s 
worship leader on August 
13. Prior to this accept role, 
McCabe served as a mem-
ber of the chruch’s worship 
team for over 18 months. 

McCabe holds a mas-
ter of arts in music from the 
University of Central Flor-
ida, is the orchestra teach-
er for Lake Highland Pre-
paratory School, and is a 
member of several orches-
tras, including the Orlan-
do Philharmonic Orches-
tra. McCabe also tours and 
performs with his band, The 
91’s. 

Calvary Church of the 
Nazarene will take place 
Sunday, December 24, at 10 
a.m. and will be filled with 
Christmas carols, plus per-
formances by an 18-piece 
orchestra and Christmas 
choir will bring joy to this 
very special day!

The 5:30 p.m. Christ-
mas Eve candlelight and 
communion service will 

also feature Christmas car-
ols, once again accompa-
nied by an 18-piece orches-
tra, band and Christmas 
choir.  There will be lots of 
hot chocolate and cider to 
enjoy, along with an abun-
dance of Christmas good-
ies to share and snow for 
the kids. 

Calvary Church of 
the Nazarene’s address is 
750 Roger Williams Road, 
Apopka. 

Michael McCabe, the new worship leader for the 
Calvary Church of the Nazarene, will lead the 
Christmas Eve service.

New worship leader 
heads Christmas Eve 
service

Rotary donation

Chris DeClue (l), Rotary Club of Apopka, and U.S. 
Air Force Sgt. Ocasio ofthe Wekiva High School 
ROTC $1,000 for Ocasio’s help with organizing 
this year’s  Apopka Rotary Club Fall Family Festival. 

SEND US 
YOUR NEWS

Visit www.The
ApopkaChief.com

Phone: 407-886-2777
Fax: 407-889-4121

Email: news@
theapopkachief.com
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SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 12/29/23.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 12/29/23.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 12/29/23.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

PROOF APPROVAL
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Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date
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 Dr. Katrina Schro-
eder wants to ensure 
that every patient has a 
positive experience dur-
ing every visit. Their of-
fi ce is bright, clean, and 
relaxing. There is no 
need for stress because 
their staff will take the ut-
most care with you and 
your family.

They service Apop-
ka, FL, as well as the 
surrounding areas, and 
have a reputation for 
quality dental work. Dr. 
Schroeder is commit-
ted to repairing and en-
hancing your smile by 
utilizing state-of-the-art 
techniques with long 
lasting results. Her and 
her staff’s mission is to 
ensure that all of their 
patients are comfortable 
while they work on their 
great smile!

Regular dental vis-
its are for keeping your 
teeth and gums in good 
shape. Besides brush-
ing and fl ossing, a bian-
nual checkup might be 
the best thing you can 
do for your oral health. 
But, what you might not 
know is that there’s a 
strong relationship be-
tween your oral health 
and your overall health.

Bacteria from un-
treated gum disease 
can actually spread in-
fection to other parts of 
your body. Also, some 
non-dental conditions 
have symptoms that ap-
pear in the mouth. Den-
tal examinations can re-
veal signs of vitamin de-
fi ciencies, osteoporosis, 
or more serious condi-

tions such as diabetes 
or oral cancer.

Dr. Katrina Schro-
eder’s dental practice 
offers you a compre-
hensive approach to 
your entire dental care 
needs. Whether it’s a 
routine check-up or an 
advanced procedure, 
her staff is trained in 
the newest dental tech-
niques, and ensures 
your visit is a comfort-
able one. 

Dr. Schroeder has 
experience in the most 
up-to-date dental tech-
nology and treatments 
and gladly accepts most 
insurance plans. Plus, 
she offers a payment 
plan that allows patients 
without dental insurance 
to afford the best possi-
ble dental care.

Once you meet Dr. 
Katrina Schroeder, 
you can see why she’s 
so popular with her pa-
tients. Her remarkable 
proficiency is perfectly 
complemented by her 
warm personality. Dr. 
Schroeder is a gradu-
ate of the University of 
Florida, and is fully cer-
tifi ed in such innovative 
new treatments as In-
visalign® and cosmetic 
porcelain veneers.

Dr. Katrina Schro-
eder is Invisalign® certi-
fi ed. Invisalign® (brace-
less braces) is the latest 
offering for orthodontics. 
This is the ideal solution 
for patients who have 
their permanent teeth. 
The product is virtually 
invisible and removable 
for meals, brushing, and 

fl ossing. Dr. Schroeder 
also offers Zoom! Whit-
ening.  

Dr. Schroeder uses 
the Waterlase MD Laser 
for both hard and soft 
tissues, such as teeth 
and bone. The Water-
lase MD Laser can be 
used to treat cavities, in 
many cases without the 
patient having to receive 
the shots to be numb. 
Most patients only feel 
the cool water spray of 
the laser. 

The Waterlase MD 
Laser can also be used 
for soft tissue proce-
dures, such as reshap-
ing the gum tissue for a 
more aesthetic appear-
ance and periodontal 
procedures. One benefi t 
of utilizing the laser for 
soft tissue procedures is 
minimizing post-opera-
tive discomfort.

The Diagnodent is 

a laser that can detect 
cavities at their very 
smallest size. By us-
ing this technology, Dr. 
Schroeder is able to tar-
get and treat all of your 
small problem areas be-
fore they turn into larg-
er issues that require 
more complicated pro-
cedures.

Dr. Schroeder’s of-
fi ce provides digital im-
aging with minimal radi-
ation and immediate re-
sults. The digital images 
can be seen from every 
patient room and be im-
mediately available to 
the patient.  

Dr. Katrina Schro-
eder’s office is locat-
ed at 527 Wekiva Com-
mons Circle in Apopka.  
Schedule your appoint-
ment soon by calling 
407-886-1611.

Advertisement

Dr. Katrina Schroeder knows that prevention pays 
for itself, and even small steps can make visible 
changes to your smile and your well-being.

At Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD’s offi ce, 
your smile is their top priority

Comfort
+ Joy =

20%
OFF

enjoy

SCAN HERE

 USE CODE: MBQ411

Finding the perfect 
gifts for everyone 
on your list 
without leaving 
your couch.
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1-855-951-4780

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
• First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower
• Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 
and pivots to o� er a seated shower option
• High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub
•Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 
at one low, a� ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more a� ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Walk-In Tub

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-951-4780

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

SPECIAL OFFER
#
      NORTH AMERICA’S 

1 Selling
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

PROOF APPROVAL
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Name
Address
Telephone #
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

RUN DATES: 12/14/23, 12/15/23
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

LET US TELL YOUR 
BUSINESS STORY!

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our Business 
Profile program or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com. 

Helping you is our business!

An Apopka police offi-
cer, 22, and his passenger, 
a 12-year-old girl, are hos-
pitalized in stable condition 
following a head-on colli-
sion with another vehicle, 
while the driver of the other 
vehicle is in critical condi-
tion. 

On Thursday, Decem-
ber 14, at approximately 
12:54 a.m., the police of-
ficer, en route to a treat-
ment facility with the girl, 
was involved in a collision 
on State Road 436, west of 
Semoran Commerce Place. 

According to Flori-
da Highway Patrol, a 2012 
Nissan Sentra was trav-
eling eastbound on State 
Road 436 (Semoran Boule-
vard) east of Otter Lane in 
the inside lane. The marked 
Apopka Police Department 
patrol car was traveling 
westbound on State Road 
436 (Semoran Boulevard) 
approaching Otter Lane in 
the inside lane. The Nissan 
Sentra failed to maintain its 
lane crossing the center line 
and collided head on with 
the patrol car.

The Apopka officer 
and passenger are current-
ly in stable condition and 
remain hospitalized at Ad-
ventHealth Apopka for fur-
ther testing. The driver of 
the other vehicle involved 
in the crash is in critical 
condition at Orlando Re-
gional Medical Center. 

The Apopka Police 
Department vehicle in-
volved in the crash was not 
equipped with a dash cam-
era, according to Apopka 
police. The Florida High-
way Patrol is investigating 

the crash. 
“We are thankful that 

the injuries sustained by 
our officer and the passen-
ger were not more severe. 
Despite the gravity of the 
situation, the potential out-
comes could have been far 
more tragic. Our heartfelt 
thoughts and prayers go out 
to our officer, the passenger 
in the police vehicle, and 
the driver of the other in-
volved vehicle during their 
recovery,” Apopka Police 
Chief Michael McKinley 
said in a statement.

Officer injured in head-on car collision

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief
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Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
 407-889-2636
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Church of Christ 
 of Plymouth
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
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buying power!
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But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message above.)On the day that I was 
receiving the news that 
this would indeed be 
my last day of 
employment my next-
door neighbor was 
getting the news that 
she had a brain tumor. I 
did not know about her 
very serious diagnosis 
until the next day. In 
fact, I was doing my 
best to keep my spirits 
up, calling friends and 
family, and frankly 
feeling a bit sorry for 
myself when I ran into 
her out front of my 
house. When she told 
me the news, and she 
was incredibly positive 
about it, I realized 
immediately that being 
out of work is of very 
little concern in 
comparison to a serious 
health issue. The good 
news for her was that 
the tumor is not 
malignant and that 
surgery is an option, and 

apparently a pretty good 
option in her case. 
Sometimes the news is 
really bad, and we are 
told that the tumor is 
malignant, or that there 
isn’t anything that can 
be done for us, but even 
then there is always 
hope. Sometimes the 
hope is simply that they 
can keep us comfortable 
in our last days, or that 
we will have time to 
spend with family and 
friends. But ultimately, 
the great hope of 
Christians, and of 
people of almost every 
faith, is that a loving 
God is looking out for 
us, and waiting to 
welcome us to our 
eternal home when our 
sojourn 
here on earth is done.

– Christopher Simon

For I know the plans I 
have for you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.

Jeremiah 29:11
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LAURETTE M. QUINLAN, 82, of Apopka, passed away on De-
cember 12, 2023. Mrs. Quinlan was born on March 8, 1941 in Red Lake 
Falls, Minnesota. She is survived by her loving husband, Joe Quinlan; 
children, Lisa Quinlan and Renee Wade; 1 granddaughter; and K9 com-
panion; as well as many extended family members.

…

MANUEL RUIZ GUADALUPE, 83, of Apopka, passed away on 
December 12, 2023. Mr. Ruiz Guadalupe was born on November 10, 
1940 in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico. He is survived by his loving wife, Ce-
lia Cruz; 3 children; 7 grandchildren; 18 great grandchildren; as well as 
1 great-great grandchild.

…

Obituaries
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VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

Pleasant View Baptist Church with Pas-
tor Dr. Willie E. Caison, in partnership with 
Units Moving & Portable Storage presents 
Operation Overflow which is a Christmas 
Toy Giveaway, on Friday, December 22, 
from 3-7 p.m.

Free toys for the residents of Apopka 
and surrounding communities will be given 
away. at 1202 South Central Avenue, Apop-
ka. For more information, call 407-383-3133 
or email williamsann2011@gmail.com.

Operation Overflow

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries
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Crossword 
Puzzle is 
found

on page
10B of this 
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Solutions to the Crossword Puzzle found on page 10A of this newspaper.
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Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151
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Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with o� er 74222ZDV

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
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and Heating
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est-ever distinction – the 
American Public Gas As-
sociation (APGA) Gold 
System Overall Achieve-
ment Recognition (SOAR) 
Award – in 2020. Davis  
will officially retire at the 
end of March to allow time 
for Haywood to transition 
smoothly into the new role.  

“I’m ready to get to 
work,” said Haywood. “I 
look forward to getting to 
know the people, the com-
munity, and what resources 
are available to see how we 
can continue growing and 
make [LANGD] even bet-
ter than what it is today.”

“Brent was our top 
candidate, and I have all the 
confidence in the world that 
he’s going to keep moving 
the District forward while 
building on the culture 
and path that Sam Davis 
has built over the past 16 
years,” added Arrowsmith.

A University of Ten-
nessee alumnus and a li-
censed practicing engi-
neer in four states, includ-
ing Florida, Haywood has 
been involved in the util-
ity sector for nearly three 
decades. Prior to Okaloosa 
Gas District, he served in 
various roles with Xcel En-
ergy (2014-2016), CoServ 
(2012-2014) and Mem-
phis Light, Gas and Wa-
ter (1999-2012). He also 
served as vice president of 

the Tennessee Gas Author-
ity (2012) and was a mem-
ber of the authority’s board 
of directors (2008-2012).

Actively involved in a 
number of industry associ-
ations, Haywood is a cur-
rent member of the Florida 
Natural Gas Association’s 
Operations Committee and 
the American Gas Associa-
tion’s Plastic Pipeline Data 
Committee.
Davis’s leadership views

When Davis  was ap-
pointed as general manag-
er/CEO of the Lake Apop-
ka Natural Gas District in 
2008, he set out to “change 
the culture of this culture 
organization,” he said. 

“When I first got 
here, I changed the cul-
ture of this organization. I 
thought it needed change, 
so I changed the culture 
and had to get people used 
to that culture change. Over 
16 years, I’ve already done 
that,” he said. 

To do that he used a 
leadership guide – which 
he calls his bible – entitled 
“Encouraging the Heart: A 
leader’s Guide to Reward-
ing and Recognizing Oth-
ers” by James M. Kouzes 
and Barry Z. Posner. The 
book  

Using this book, Da-
vis culled a leadership team 
and encourages team mem-
bers to take the 32-hour 
course administered by 

Florida State University’ 
Florida Center for Public 
Management that is based 
on the book and which 
uses the book as a required 
course material. 

Davis created a lead-
ership team from when he 
was general manager in 
Tallahassee and used the 
same approach when he 
moved to LANGD in Win-
ter Garden. 

 “It’s a very good book 
that I got here over the last 
16 years, I’ve had my lead-
ership team take that course.  
Anybody that comes on my 
leadership team now has to 
take that course again. It’s a 
two-year course.”

Advice Davis said he 
would like to give his suc-
cessor would be to follow 
“Encouraging the Heart.” 

“I’m going to let my 
successor know that, that’s 
what I follow is my bible. 

Just that I don’t know what 
kind of leadership cours-
es he’s taken in his expe-
rience. I don’t know that. 
But if he hadn’t taken that 
course I would suggest 
that he followed that. This 
job is really a people’s job. 
You’ve got to be a people 
person to really have any 
success in this because it’s 
all about the employees.” 

Davis has a bachelor 
of science in mechanical 
engineering from Southern 
University in Baton Rouge, 
La., and currently serves as 
treasurer of the University’s 
1880 Foundation Board. 

He formerly worked 
as a professional engineer 
in the state of Texas, and 
has Certified Public Man-
agement designation from 
the Florida Center for Pub-
lic Management at Florida 
State University. 

He began his career 
in the natural gas industry 
with Transcontinental Gas 
Pipeline Company in Hous-
ton, Texas, and then went 
on to work for United Gas 
Pipeline Company, Gulf In-
terstate Engineering Com-
pany, and Bechtel Corpora-
tion, all in Houston.

Davis moved to Flori-
da in 1984, where he served 
for 24 years in Tallahassee 
as general manager of the 
city’s natural gas utility de-
partment. 

Continued from page 5A

CEO: Davis encourages team to build leadership skills

Samuel Davis Jr.
... retiring CEO/general 

manager

It would not be enforced if 
no shelter space is available in the 
county.

Atlamonte Springs, which has 

a population of about 47,000, helps 
fund a local homeless shelter, Martz 
said.

The city tried to treat homeless 
people with dignity and respect, 
Martz said.

The man who prompted the 
proposed ordinance has since moved 
on but with passage of the ordinance, 
the city will be better equipped to 
handle future scenarios, said Martz.

Homeless: City helps fund a local shelter
Continued from page 6A
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 Just in time, 
we have Per-
fect Prime Rib 
from Chef John 
at AllRecipes.
com in this, our 
Christmas holi-
day edition of 
Kapers.
 A lot of people save this very spe-
cial (expensive) cut of beef for their 
Christmas celebration dinner. Chef 
John uses simple math to figure how 
long to roast your prime rib roast to per-
fection. However, you must have a full-
sized, modern oven with a digital tem-
perature setting that indicates when it 
is preheated. Older ovens with man-
ual controls can vary greatly, and the 
doors may not have the proper insula-
tion, so says Chef John. (But, I might 
just chance it with my older oven!)
 In her book titled Gullah Geechee 
Home Cooking, Mrs. Emily Meggett 
says, “Frying Seafood can be a tricky 
thing. It’s a fast process, but the key is 
to add just enough oil, and make sure 
the oil is hot enough for the oysters to 
actually fry instead of just soaking up 
the cooking oil. If you have a deep-fry 
thermometer, clip it to the side of the 
skillet and heat the oil over medium 
heat until the thermometer registers 
350 degrees Fahrenheit. If you don’t 
have a thermometer, just drop one oys-
ter in on its side and cook: It should be 
golden brown on that side within one 
minute.”
 Here is a recipe for sweet potatoes 
that you will quite possibly want to add 
to your family’s repertoire of “Favorite 
Christmas Dinner Dishes.” This comes 
from Goodhousekeeping’s food and 
recipes department. It’s called Rose-
mary-Pecan Mashed Sweet Potatoes. 
The GH writer says, “Mashed potatoes 
are tasty and all, but mashed sweet 
potatoes? That’s my carb go-to, every 
time! Add a little rosemary and sprin-
kle the whole shebang with roasted pe-
cans, and watch your guests scrape 
the bowl clean!”
 From the Stay at Home Chef, we 
have Old Fashioned Homemade Egg-
nog from Rachel Farnsworth. This is 
a real treat for me because I remem-
ber while celebrating at my Grannie’s 
house, she served a very thick and 
creamy eggnog. That eggnog is the 
“nonpareil” by which I judge all others. 
And, of course, they never measure up 
to Grannie’s eggnog. I sincerely hope 
Ms. Farnsworth’s eggnog will prove to 

be its equal. I was way too young to re-
alize I was missing a wonderful oppor-
tunity to ask for Grannie’s recipe. Now, 
I don’t have my Grannie to ask.
 About a month ago, in our No-
vember 17 issue, we had instructions 
from Southern Style by Jane Bradley 
on how to process your canning jars in 
a water bath. My sister in South Caro-
lina, who has been canning her gar-
den produce for better than 60 years, 
told me last Sunday night that we had 
failed to caution the readers that they 
must have a Canning Jar Rack or simi-
lar device first placed in the pot to keep 
the jars elevated off the bottom. Other-
wise, the jars are subject to breakage 
if they are in direct contact with the pot 
bottom because of extreme heat from 
the stove. She said, “I’d hate to think 
that people who have no experience in 
canning might have their jars break in 
the canning pot! People experienced in 
canning will know this already.”

CHEF JOHN’S 
PERFECT PRIME RIB

Recipe from ALLRECIPES.COM
 Chef John from AllRecipes.com 
says to have your prime rib out of the 
refrigerator for six hours at least to 
come up to room temperature. The 
math won’t work if the roast is cold. 
Multiply the weight of the prime rib by 5 
minutes. If your prime rib roast weighs 
4 pounds, multiply by 5, which equals 
20 minutes; 5.5 pounds 27-1/2 minutes 
rounded up to 28 minutes. Have your 
oven preheated to 500 degrees before 
putting the meat in the oven.
 Mix in a bowl, 1/4 cup room-tem-
perature unsalted butter and herbs de 
Provence (rosemary, thyme, and other 
Mediterranean herbs) along with a ta-
blespoon of black pepper. 
 Spread this softened, seasoned 
butter mixture all over the surface of 
the room-temperature roast; sprinkle 
kosher salt all over the buttered roast. 
Put your roast into the 500-degree 
oven for however many minutes you 
have figured, then turn off the oven af-
ter that many minutes. Leave the roast 
in the hot oven. DO NOT PEEK! Don’t 
even touch the oven door. Set your tim-
er for two hours. 
 Leave the roast in the oven for 
those two hours to finish cooking. Then 
you can take it out of the oven. It will be 
warm for serving. You don’t have to let 
it sit for more time. 
 It will be a perfectly cooked medi-
um-rare prime rib roast.

EMILY MEGGETT’S 
FRIED OYSTERS

Recipe from 
Gullah Geechee Home Cooking 

by Emily Meggett
2 large eggs, beaten
1 tablespoon grated onion
1/3 cup self-rising flour
1 pint shucked oysters
2 cups vegetable oil
1 lemon, quartered
Cocktail sauce for serving
 1) In a large mixing bowl, beat the 
eggs. Add the onion and flour, creat-
ing a batter. Set aside. 2) Drain the 
shucked oysters, and add them all at 
once to the batter. Mix the oysters and 
batter together, coating the oysters in 
the batter. 3) Pour the oil into a large 
cast-iron skillet. Heat the oil over high 
heat. There must be enough oil for the 
oysters to float, and the oil should be 
hot enough so the oysters don’t sit 
and soak up all the oil. Once you have 
enough hot oil, reduce the heat to me-
dium. 4) In batches, spoon the oys-
ters into the hot oil and cook for about 
1 minute on each side, until golden 
brown. 
 Remove the fried oysters to a plate 
covered with a paper towel to drain. 
Serve the oysters with the lemon quar-
ters and cocktail sauce.

ROSEMARY-PECAN 
MASHED SWEET POTATOES

Recipe from 
Goodhousekeeping.com

3 pounds small sweet potatoes
1-1/2 cups pecans, broken into  
   pieces
2 tablespoons olive oil
1/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
1/8 teaspoon cayenne
3 teaspoons roughly chopped 
   fresh rosemary
3 tablespoons pure maple syrup
Kosher salt
 1) Heat oven to 425 degrees Fahr-
enheit. Prick sweet potatoes with fork 
and place on plate. Microwave on high 
for 6 minutes. Turn each potato over 
and cook until soft, 6 minutes more. Let 
stand until cool enough to handle. 2) 
Meanwhile, on rimmed baking sheet, 
toss pecans with oil, then Parmesan, 
cayenne, 2 teaspoons rosemary, and 
1/2 teaspoon salt. Roast until fragrant, 
about 3 minutes. Toss with remaining 
teaspoon of rosemary. 3) Peel pota-
toes and mash with maple syrup and 
1/2 teaspoon salt until smooth. Trans-
fer to serving dish and top with pecans.

NOTE: Make-ahead tip: This dish can 
be refrigerated for up to two days in 
advance. To serve, microwave pota-
toes just until heated through. Warm 
pecans in 400-degree F oven. Transfer 
potatoes to serving dish and top with 
pecans.

RACHEL FARNSWORTH’S 
OLD FASHIONED 

HOMEMADE EGGNOG
Recipe from the 

Stay at Home Chef 
by Rachel Farnsworth

2-1/2 cups milk
4 whole cinnamon sticks
1/8 teaspoon ground cloves
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
7 egg yolks
3/4 cup white sugar
2 cups heavy cream or half and half 
   for a light version
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
 1) Put the milk, cinnamon sticks, 
cloves, and 1/2 teaspoon vanilla into a 
large saucepan. Put it over the lowest 
heat setting on your stove for 5 min-
utes. 2) In a separate bowl, whisk to-
gether the egg yolks and sugar for 1 
minute. 3) Turn the heat under the milk 
up to medium-high heat. Remove the 
cinnamon sticks. 4) Slowly whisk in 
about 1/4 of the hot milk into the egg/
sugar mixture. Then pour all of the egg/
sugar mixture back into the saucepan 
and whisk it all together. Put it over me-
dium heat, whisking constantly, for 3 
minutes. It will thicken a bit. 5) Pour the 
hot eggnog into a large bowl or bev-
erage container and let cool at room 
temperature for 1 hour. Add cinna-
mon sticks back in (optional). 6) After 
1 hour, stir in the heavy cream, 2 tea-
spoons vanilla, and nutmeg. Store in 
the fridge and allow to cool for at least 
4 hours before serving. 
 Note: Ms. Farnsworth says that it 
can be made uncooked as it is tradi-
tionally with raw eggs. To keep it safe 
for everyone, she has written the reci-
pe as cooked. 
 For an uncooked version, whisk 
egg yolks, sugar, cloves, and nutmeg 
in a large mixing bowl. Replace the cin-
namon sticks with 1/2 teaspoon ground 
cinnamon and whisk in with the egg 
yolks. Slowly pour in milk, cream and 
vanilla extract, whisk until thoroughly 
combined. Alcohol can be added if you 
wish: dark rum, cognac, bourbon.

Holiday recipes are for the perfect prime rib and old fashioned eggnog

Kitchen 
Kapers
by Nancy

ka City Center Hilton Gar-
den Inn.

John Ricketson, pub-
lisher of The Apopka Chief/
The Planter newspapers, 
received the 2023 Lifetime 
Achievement Award from 
the Chamber. 

As the Apopka 
Chamber turns 110 years 
old and The Apopka Chief 
turns 100, Ricketson 
has invested so much in 
the community since he 
purchased the paper in 
1979. 

“It is indeed special to 
be able to stand before you, 
looking back on my career 
in Apopka, and I can’t tell 
you how much it means to 
see you guys here today. 
It is indeed a special com-
munity we live in. I’ll tell 
you we have a lot of pos-
itive things going on, a lot 
of things we’re going to 
enjoy that we don’t even 
know yet. So, I appreciate 
the award,” Ricketson said, 
addressing the crowd.

John Peery, late edi-
tor of both newspapers who 
died last October, was hon-
ored as a lifetime Chamber 
ambassador. 

Award recipients
2022 Police Officer 

of the Year: Officer Brian 
Kennedy Jr.

2022 Paramedic of 
the Year: Ryan Hobbick

2023 Legacy 60 Years 
and Growing Award: 
Dewar Nurseries, a 
wholesale nursery founded 
by Alex Dewar in the 1960s 
that has grown to become 
the largest rose grower in the 
nation with five locations 
throughout Florida and one 
in California. Kimberly 
Dewar accepted the award 

on her family’s behalf. 
2023 Legacy 50 Years 

and Growing Award: 
HOPE CommUnity Center, 
which has been helping 
immigrants from multiple 
nations for over 50 years 
with educational programs 
and advocacy efforts. 
HOPE founder Sister Ann 
Kendrick accepted the 
award. 

2023 Legacy 40 Years 
and Growing Award: 
SeaLife Aquarium, Ponds, 
Turtles and More has 
been part of the Apopka 
business landscape. Marie 
Court is the founder and 
her son Matthew Court 
runs SeaLife most days; 
however, Marie is still at 
the store. The business 
provides aquariums and 
water features for the 
rich, famous, restaurants, 
SeaWorld, and local 
families in Central Florida. 
Marie and Matthew Court 
received the award. 

2023 Rising Star New 
Business: Calypso Coffee 
Bar, a family-owned and 
led business that Natasha 
and Julisa Lopez launched 
last July with their father 
Elder’s help. Coffee is in 
the family history, dating 
back to the 1800s with their 
great-great-grandfather 
in Guatemala and Elder 
owning a coffee farm in 
Guatemala. At Calypso, 
patrons can purchase coffee 
beans directly from coffee 
bean farmers. Julisa and 
Natasha Lopez accepted 
the award. 

2023 Business to 
Watch Under 1 Year: 
Casillas Medical and 
Wellness Center and Bling 
Aesthetics aims to bring 
back a sense of old school 
medicine while investing 
in advanced equipment that 

top medical and aesthetic 
practices use today. Javier 
Hernandez and Migdalys 
Salazar accepted the award. 

2023 Business to 
Watch Under 5 Years: 
2BWired, which opened 
its electrical business 
two years ago in Apopka 
and now has over 30 
electricians and have more 
than doubled its revenue. 
Mike Sebben with 2BWired 
accepted the award. 

2023 Small Business 
with Big Impact Award: 
Small Business Advocates 
of Central Florida, which 
was established in 2020 
with the primary goal 
of advocating for small 
business in Central 
Florida through business 
development, outreach, 
program management and 
coordination with local 
decision makers. Among 
the organization’s efforts 
has been working with the 
Chamber and developed a 
partnership with Berglund 
Construction for the new 
Orlando Health Behavioral 
Hospital in Apopka. 
President Mina Robinson 
of the Small Business 
Advocates of Central 
Florida accepted the award. 

2023 Chamber 
Business Champions of 
the Year: Synovus Bank 
for its support of other 
chamber businesses by 
attending ribbon cuttings, 
committee participation, 
open house, and so forth. 
Elza Clark of Synovus 
Bank Apopka accepted the 
award. 

2023 Community 
Igniter of the Year: 
Propagate Social House for 
bringing the community 
together through events 
such as the Central Florida 
Plant Swap, Friday Night 

Farmers Market, The 
Apopka Dog Mayor, 
Spring Fling, Secret 
Dinner Society and more. 
Propagate co-owner Ella 
Duke accepted the award.

2023 Entrepreneur of 
the Year: Dreysa Skinner, 
Chamber ambassador 
and owner of Desserts by 
Drey. Skinner accepted the 
award.  

2023 Young 
Entrepreneur of the 
Year: Apopka High School 
Senior, Jaynee K. Phelps, 
lead singer for Driven. She 
auditioned in December 
2022 and since has 
performed with the band 
for over 35 shows. She 
plans to attend Valencia 
College for her generals 
and transfer to University 
of Central Florida. Phelps 
accepted the award.

2023 Manufacturer 
of the Year: Coca-Cola 
Company. Natalie Carpio 
and Sydney Mukes 
accepted the award on the 
company’s behalf. 

2023 AgriTourism 
Award: Long and Scott 
Farms, which Frank Scott 
Jr. and Billy Long founded 
in 1963 with only $500 and 
100 acres of land. Within 35 
years, the farm expanded 
to 1,200 acres and hosts 
mazes, fresh market and 
a diner. Hayle Scott and 
Kirsten Rodriguez accepted 
the award. 

2023 EcoTourism 
Award: King’s Landing, 
which draws people from 
around the world for 
physical memory building, 
and kayaking and canoeing 
experiences. Bob Loomis 
accepted the award. 

2023 Community 
Champion of the Year: 
Chad Creech with 28 North 
Group Engel & Volkers 

for his volunteering and 
support of the Chamber 
Board of Directors, 
Chamber members and 
the community. Creech 
accepted the award.

2023 Community 
Impact Business of the 
Year: Beef O’Brady’s 
Apopka and The Backroom 
Steakhouse for their 
community support by 
offering space for meetings, 
providing food for events 
or during emergencies, 
being the number one place 
to work for first-employed 
high school students year 
after year and more. Ed 
Conlan, owner of Beef 
O’Brady’s Apopka and 
The Backroom Steakhouse, 
accepted the award. 

2023 Multicultural 
Business Partner of the 
Year Award: JP Morgan 
Chase Bank, which offers 
free workshops to local 
small businesses. Gene 
Martin of JP Morgan Chase 
Bank accepted the award.

2023 LGBTQ+ 
Business Ally & 
Partner Award: HOPE 
CommUnity Center 
for bringing LGBTQ+ 
members forward, 
standing alongside them, 
and strengthening their 
resolve to love and include 
them in the community. 
Sister Ann Kendrick, 
HOPE co-founder, and 
Debo Ofsowitz, HOPE 
development director, 
accepted the award. 

2023 Nonprofit 
Service Impact Award: 
Michael’s Heart, which was 
established in 2019 with 
the objective to increase 
social skills in individuals 
with intellectual disabilities 
such as autism, Down 
syndrome and cerebral 
palsy by providing various 

activities in the community. 
Jennifer Biggins, Michael’s 
Heart executive director, 
accepted the award. 

Chamber/Community 
events

The New Year’s Eve 
Ball Drop at Hurricane 
Grill and Wings, 2209 E 
Semoran Blvd., Apopka, 
will take place on Sunday, 
December 31, 8 p.m.-
midnight with Groove 
Slayers. 

A New Year’s Eve 
event on Fifth Street at 
Propagate Social House, 
40 E. Fifth Street, Apopka, 
will begin at 7 p.m. 

Stephie’s Pub and Irish 
Eatery, located at 1061 W. 
Orange Blossom Trail, 
Apopka, is hosting a live 
New Year’s Eve event. 
Tickets can and must be 
purchased in advance. Visit 
stephiespub.com for more 
information.

The Apopka Area 
Chamber will host the 
Commissioners Debate on 
January 16, 2024, at 6 p.m. 
at the Apopka Community 
Center/VFW Building, 519 
S. Central Ave., Apopka. 
Tickets may be purchased 
by visiting the Chamber 
website at apopkachamber.
org. 

Campaigning for City 
Council Seat 3 are Ryan 
Tucker, Darryl Richardson, 
and Nadia Anderson. 
Running for City Council 
Seat 4 are incumbent Nick 
Nesta, who is seeking his 
second term, and challenger 
Eric Mock.

Commissioner Kyle 
Becker, who currently 
occupies Seat 3, announced 
earlier this year that he 
won’t run for re-election. 

Continued from page 1A
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Kindergarten
In the spirit of giv-

ing, Mrs. Ussrey and her 
Kindergarten class created 
blessing bags for the Next 
Step organization locat-
ed at First Baptist Church 
Apopka. The students were 
able to fill 44 blessing bags 
with donations from their 
parents and Mrs. Ussrey. 
Each bag contained a pair 
of socks, gloves, shampoo, 
conditioner, and lotion. 
Some bags also contained 
deodorant, toothpaste, and 
a toothbrush. The students 
learned a great lesson about 
giving to those less fortu-
nate. 

3rd Grade
Third grade has com-

pleted our study of Native 
Americans and their Re-
gions across North Ameri-

ca. We are exploring plants 
and animals and how they 
are categorized. In math, 
we are working on all 
things multiplication! We 
are looking forward to a 
great 2024!

4th Grade
We have been busy 

in Fourth grade! In ELA, 
students have been learn-
ing about the different as-
pects of poetry while in 
math, they are wrapping up 
the unit on equivalent frac-
tions. Force and Motion is 
our current science unit and 
students had the opportu-
nity to build Lego snow-
mobiles and then through 
the Lego Spike app, they 
were able to sync the snow-
mobiles with their com-
puter and then write code 
to make the snowmobiles 
move. They had a lot of 
fun!

P.E.
December is a fun 

month for all P.E. class-
es with Coach Bogle! This 
month, we are focusing 
on Health-Related Physi-
cal Fitness concepts. The 

students will be learning 
about muscular strength, 
endurance and flexibility. 
The Fourth and Fifth grade 
students will be learning 
how to develop an indi-
vidual exercise plan. The 
Third-grade students will 
be working on their jump- 
roping skills for improving 
coordination and cardio-
vascular fitness. Kindergar-
ten, First and Second grade 

students will be learning 
the basics of exercising and 
why it is important for a 
healthy lifestyle. All grades 
will also be learning and 
performing Cardio Drum-
ming routines during the 
last week before our Winter 
Break. This is going to be 
a great way to keep active 
while having fun. 

ART

Mrs. Palmerini’s Wolf 
Pup artists are so talent-
ed! The Kindergarten and 
1st grade students have re-
ally shown their “stuff” in 
learning all about COL-
OR! They are masters of 
the color spectrum, prima-
ry and secondary colors. 
The 2nd and 3rd grade stu-
dents have been amazing 
with their artist’s studies. 
They can tell you a bunch 

of fun things about Keith 
Haring and Gustav Klimt. 
The 4th and 5th grade art-
ists have some real spe-
cial skills when it comes to 
shading and showing light. 
Their Vincent van Gogh 
and Claude Monet artwork 
is evidence of their explo-
rations in various mediums 
and techniques. We can’t 
wait to see what 2024 holds 
for our awesome artists!

The holiday season 
is here. We sure did pack 
December with lots of fun 
events. Thank you every-
one for your participation. 
The beginning of the year 
is a great time to check in 
with your child’s teacher. 
We are at the halfway mark, 
so we want students to have 
work turned in completed 
with their best effort. I hope 
everyone enjoyed the mag-
ic of the season. We will see 
you on January 9th to start 
our 3rd Quarter. Lovell Up, 
Wildcats! Game on!

Congratulations to the 
House of Majime for win-
ning the Monthly House 
Challenge by bringing in 
the most can goods and 
non-perishable items. 

The month of Decem-

ber House Challenge is 
called Power Up. Students 
will participate in a Penny 
Wars competition raising 
money for our local chari-
ty, Hope Community Cen-
ter. Houses receive posi-
tive points for every pen-
ny or bill in their bucket.  
Students can sabotage oth-
er houses by placing silver 
coins in their buckets caus-
ing negative points. May 
the most generous house 
win!

All students will be 
taking the second FAST 
progress monitoring assess-
ments the month of Decem-
ber. These assessments will 
show your child’s progress 
this school year and will 
be used to make impor-
tant educational decisions. 
Please ensure your child is 
in attendance and arrives to 
school on time.  Students 
who show growth since the 
beginning of the year as-
sessment will earn a special 
surprise!

Ms. Colon was born 
and raised in Puerto Rico 
and has only been in the 
United States for 11 years. 
She graduated from Valen-
cia College. She came to 
Dream lake as a Special 
Education Clerk. Her role 
is to help the staffing spe-
cialist. She tries to help the 
teachers that need help. Her 
position is very reward-
ing. She said, “It is reward-
ing because even though I 
am not a teacher, I get to 
help out with students and 
teachers.” She helps the 
staff and is always lending 
a hand with anything they 
need. We always see Ms. 
Colon smiling and talking 
to people. She makes really 
great connections with peo-
ple. She told me, “I try to 
be a good listener because 
making people feel heard 
makes them feel special.” 
If someone was interest-
ed in her job and she gave 

them advice she would tell 
them, “Never give up no 
matter how hard the job 
is.” What makes a good day 
for Ms. Colon is seeing the 
students happy and seeing 
them healthy. Dream Lake 
is happy to have Ms. Colon 
as a clerk that supports the 
staff and students.

By B. Wade

New from the upper  
elementary

Third grade
Miss Rispoli shared 

something successful about 
the start of the year, “My 
students are getting their 
grades up.” Miss Rispoli’s 
scholars are learning about 
text features, text structure, 
and compare and contrast in 
reading. They are reading 
about weather stories that 
are nonfiction. Her schol-
ars are also learning about 
expository text and hooks 
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Dream Lake Elementary’s Support Person of the Year 
is.... Shelia Colon.

in writing. When a student 
does not understand the les-
son, she will put them in a 
small group or sometimes 
go back to the lesson. Miss 
Rispoli’s strategy is using 
their bodies. Movement 
helps students to learn bet-
ter. Her biggest challenge 
is touches get her students 
to advocate for themselves. 
She wants parents to make 
time for their kids and com-
municate with their teach-
ers. Miss Rispoli would 
like to give a shout out to 
her reading team for sup-
porting her class. 

By G. Mian and 
E. Rodriguez

Fourth grade
Mrs. Beamon went 

to FUMU for college. She 
became a teacher because 
she wanted to teach young 
minds. She has been teach-
ing for 14 years. Mrs. 
Beamon’s favorite subject 
is math because it makes 
you think. She loves the 
staff . They are welcom-
ing to everyone. Her first 
few weeks she felt things 
ran smoothly and every day 
it feels different. In read-
ing, Her scholars are learn-
ing about point of view and 
character’s perspective. 
In math, they are learn-
ing equivalent fractions 
and modeling with base 10 

blocks. She wants to thank 
everybody that helped her 
transition to Dream Lake. 
For free time, Mrs. Beamon 
enjoys spending time with 
her family, sleeping, and 
watching movies.

By C. Ratcliffe

Fifth grade
Mrs. Woods is a sweet 

teacher who teaches 5th 
grade at Dream Lake Ele-
mentary. She went to UCF 
college. Really cool! She 
became a teacher in 2012. 
Mrs. Woods has been teach-
ing for 11 years and her fa-
vorite subject to teach is 
science. Mrs. Woods likes 
Dream Lake because of the 
students, she feels the first 
half of the year has been 
amazing! Mrs. Woods’ 
scholars have been current-
ly learning poetry and fig-
urative language. In poet-
ry, her class is focused on 
rhyme scheme, meter, and 
stanzas. 

Recently Mrs. Woods’ 
class has been learning 
about argumentative writ-
ing. Mrs. Woods appreci-
ates Mrs. Zuclich and Mrs. 
West for all the help they 
have given her. Mrs. Woods 
loves to play with her dogs 
and also hang out with her 
daughter.

By J. Occenat and 
L. Houvouras

Shout Outs
Mrs.Pugsley wants to 

shout out Jamal Morne for 
being a good example and 
Kamila Zavoiovana for be-
ing a hard worker.

Mrs. Griffith would 
like to shout out Lilly Mar-
tinez for working very hard 
and Eber Mejia Oraco for 
always helping.

Mrs. Sims appreciates 
how hard Khloe McDuff-
ie works, even when things 
are difficult. She perse-
veres.

Lena’jah would like 
to thank Mrs.Woods for 
teaching her all the things 
she needed to know.

Antonio wants to thank 
Mrs. Clemens for being 
nice.

Malani is thankful 
for Mrs. Glass and Mrs. 
Griffith for taking time out 
of their days to teach.

Kaymony is grateful to 
Jacob for helping him.

Jorge likes that Mrs. 
Zuclich gives them time to 
talk before teaching begins.

Ayden appreciates 
that Zathan is such a great 
friend.

By G. Mian and 
D. Limage and J. Occenat

Dragon News is writ-
ten and edited entirely by 
5th graders at Dream Lake 
Elementary

A BIG THANK YOU to our Administration Team. Serving special treats is a fun way 
to start the Holiday Season!

Mrs. Ussrey’s kindergarten class donated 44 blessing bags for the Next Step organization.

Happy faces, blessing bags, sharing food, show holiday attitude

• 2-week Winter Break: 
Mon. Dec. 25-Fri., 
Jan. 5
• Teacher Workday/
Student Holiay: Mon., 
Jan 8
• Begin Third Marking 
Period/ Begin Second 
Semester: Tues., Jan 9
• Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Holiday Schools and 
District Offices closed 
Thurs., Jan. 15
• Presidents’ Day/
Teacher Non-Work Day. 
Schools closoed/District 
Offices open
Mon. Feb. 19
• End of Third Marking  
Period:
Thurs. Mar. 14
• Teacher Workday/
Student Holiday: Fri., 
Mar. 15
• Spring Break Schools 
Closed and District Of-
fices Open: Mon-Fri., 
Mar. 18-22

School 
Calendar Days
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