Fire Prevention

AFD teaches fire prevention at

schools.
See page 3A.

God Bless
America

Apopka bowlers take home
trophy.
See page 1B.

The Apopka Chief

Your trusted local news source

Volume 101 Number 43

©2023 The Apopka Chief

Friday, October 27, 2023 / 50 cents

This little girl rides a carnival swing at the Fall Fami-
ly Festival held Thursday, October 19 through Sun-
day, October 22, at Kit Land Nelson Park in down-
town Apopka. The Rotary Club of Apopka orga-
nized the 22nd annual event. See more festival pic-
tures on page 8A.
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City Council approves notices of

sales of downtown CRA p

In three separate votes
on Wednesday, October 18,
the Apopka City Council
voted 5-0 to have city staff
publish notices about the
disposal, or sale, of multi-
ple properties in downtown
Apopka’s CRA (Communi-
ty Redevelopment Agency)
District.

The properties up for
discussion were the Station
Street Project, one lot locat-
ed at 207 E. Eighth Street,
and four single-family lots
on the northeast corner
of East Eighth Street and
South Highland Avenue.

The property dispos-
al for all seven properties
are done in accordance to
CRA district requirements
in Florida Statutes 163.380.

Station Street Project

The Station Street
Project, which encompass-
es Fifth Street and most
of West Station Street in
downtown Apopka, is about
343 acres in size with an
appraisal price of $900,000

Mobility Week raises
awareness of road safety
October 27-November 4

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

The city of Apopka is
hosting its free second an-
nual Lake Apopka Eco-
Bike Ride in celebration
of Mobility Week, which
is a cooperative effort by
the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT) and
its partner agencies to pro-
mote awareness of safe,
multimodal transportation
choices.

Mobility Week begins
today, Friday, October 27,
and ends Saturday, Novem-
ber 4.

The Eco-Bike Ride
will take place Saturday,
October 28, from 7:30-
9 a.m. at the Lake Apop-
ka Wildlife Drive on Lust
Road in Apopka.

Bicyclists and walk-

ers can park their cars at
the city of Apopka’s bird-
ing park on the right of
the Lake Apopka Wildlife
Drive entrance.

At the October 18 City
Council meeting, Mayor
Bryan Nelson read a proc-
lamation recognizing 2023
Mobility Week.

“... Mobility Week
is an ideal time for coun-
ties, cities, and transporta-
tion agencies to highlight
achievements, introduce
new initiatives, and/or im-
plement new policies pro-
moting sustainable trans-
portation,” Nelson read
from the proclamation. ...
Mobility Week is an oppor-
tunity for individuals to ex-
plore various transporta-
tion choices available and
consider how multimodal
transportation reduces traf-

fic congestion, benefits the
environment, and promotes
community health. ... Mo-
bility Week is consistent
with the city of Apopka’s
key priorities of pedestrian
safety and healthy transpor-
tation options.”

Paul Schoelzel, multi-
modal coordinator for the
FDOT, thanked the city on
behalf of the FDOT and
other organizations for the
proclamation. According to
Schoelzel, the FDOT had
800 events with over 40 or-
ganizations over the past
eight years.

“So, we want to keep
it moving, and we look for-
ward, actually to the bike
ride on the 28th with you,
Mayor,” Schoelzel said.

Register for the Eco-
Bike Ride online at www.
apopka.gov/bikeride.
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This gator peers out from underwater at Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive, located on
the North Shore of Lake Apopka. The drive is free and open to the public each
Friday through Sunday and federal holidays. The entrance gate to the 11-mile,
one-way drive is located at 2850 Lust Road, Apopka, and opens at 7 a.m. and
closes at 3 p.m. The exit gate on Jones Avenue in Zellwood closes at 5 p.m.

This lot located at 207 E. Eighth Street (pictured) is comprised of one 0.11-acre
lot valued at $27,000 as of July 8, 2022, when an appraisal last took place. The
CRA property was one of many the city of Apopka approved to advertise for dis-

posal or sale.

as of January 16,2019.
“The City owns vari-
ous properties that have
been acquired in the past,
and, as a result of new plan-
ning efforts and use needs,
these properties are now
available to be disposed of
in accordance with Flori-
da Statutes 163.380,” says

the city staff report in the
October 18 City Coun-
cil meeting agenda. “This
set of properties is known
as the Station Street Proj-
ect, and was out for a de-
velopment bid in October
2022. The negotiations sur-
rounding the Development
Agreement stalled earli-

er this year, but are now
moving forward due in part
to the change of attorney.
Additional legal require-
ments have been identified
to ensure City compliance
with Florida Law, and the
City has identified specific

See CRA Page 5A

BullsFitPit.

Austin Duran Truck Camp

Photo courtesy o

Forty students participated in the Apopka Fire Department’s second annual
Austin Duran Truck Camp on Wednesday, October 18, at the Gilliam Training
Center in Apopka. The students came from several local fire departments and
even from Texas. Bassel Ibrahim of Proactive Rescue Operations and his team
of instructors led the training. This year’s special guest and recipient of the
donation, in honor and remembrance of Austin Duran, is Tom “Bull” Hill from

f Apopka Fire Department/Facebook

Food pantry gears up
for holiday donations

Loaves and Fishes is
again gearing up for the
upcoming holidays and is
seeking food donations to
help the community for
Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas.

Loaves and Fishes’ hol-
iday closures are Thursday,
November 23 for Thanks-
giving. Friday, December
22 through Sunday, Janu-
ary 7, is Christmas break.
Loaves and Fishes will re-
open Monday, January 8.

Immediate needs are as
follows:

*Thanksgiving and
Christmas food needs:
boxed stuffing, boxed po-

tatoes, Hamburger Help-
er, boxed macaroni and
cheese, canned fruit, small
chocolates (Hersey’s Kiss-
es, Miniatures, Nuggets,
etc.)

*Homeless food items:
Vienna sausages, Pop Tarts,
packaged crackers, individ-
ual small-bagged chips

*Christmas gifts: $10+
gift cards to Winn-Dixie,
Wal-Mart, etc.; new toys
for ages 0-12

*Immediate non-food
needs: feminine pads, dish
soap, size 4 or 5 diapers

Drop off donation

See FOOD Page 7A
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Apopka Event of the Week

City of Apopka’s 2023 Halloween in
the Park event will take place Satur-
day, October 28, 10 a.m. to noon at
Kit Land Nelson Park, 10 N. Forest
Ave. This is a free family-friendly trick
or treating event with kid activities,
vendors and more. It is meant to be a
fun and safe trick-or-treat alternative
for the children of Apopka.

The Apopka Chief

October 27, 2023, Page 2A

Opinion

Quotable

According to federal data, 736
known or suspected terrorists were
apprehended at U.S. border in fiscal
year 2023 alone, the most ever re-
corded according to available data.

Guest writer on threat from
terrorists entering U.S. illegally
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Terrorists crossin

our

border are a real threat

By Casey Harper |
The Center Square —

Hundreds of immigrants on the
federal terror watch list have been
caught at the southern and northern
U.S. borders in recent years, and
national security experts say there
is a real threat of a terrorist attack
on American soil as a result.

With the conflict between Israel
and the Gaza-based terrorist group
Hamas escalating, that threat has
only grown. U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection’s San Diego field of-
fice warns that Hamas may attempt
to send individuals to the U.S.
through the southern border.

“San Diego Field Office In-
telligence Unit (SDFO-FITU) as-
sesses that individuals inspired by,
or reacting to, the current Israel-
Hamas conflict may attempt travel
to or from the area of hostilities in
the Middle East via circuitous tran-
sit across the Southwest border,” an
unclassified document from the of-
fice reads.

“Foreign fighters motivated
by ideology or mercenary soldiers
of fortune may attempt to obfus-
cate travel to or from the US to or
from countries in the Middle East
through Mexico.”

Lora Ries, a former acting dep-
uty chief of staff for the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security,
told The Center Square that there is
areal threat from illegal immigrants
connected to Hamas, the terror
group that killed more than 1,400 in
Israel and took dozens of hostages
this month.

“A terrorist attack facilitated
or inspired by Hamas is absolutely
a real threat in the United States,”
she said. “The visceral hatred to-
ward Israel and America that’s on
display here at home and around
the world should be a wakeup call.
Since Biden took office, millions
of inadmissible aliens have flooded
through the open borders and into
our country from over 160 coun-
tries around the world — including
those harboring terrorists.”

U.S. House Committee on
Homeland Security Chairman Mark
E. Green, R—Tenn., raised similar

concerns, pointing to federal data
showing the high number of terror-
ism-connected migrants caught at
the both the northern and southern
border.

“Every American should be
concerned about the state of our
homeland security under this ad-
ministration,” Green told The Cen-
ter Square. “President [Joe] Biden
and Secretary [Alejandro] Mayor-
kas’ refusal to properly enforce the
laws passed by Congress or provide
our frontline law enforcement with
the policies they need to accom-
plish their mission has empowered
our nation’s enemies.”

According to federal data, 736
known or suspected terrorists were
apprehended at U.S. border in fiscal
year 2023 alone, the most ever re-
corded according to available data.
In recent years, there have been
thousands of these migrants on the
Terrorist Screening Center list.

Those figures do not account
for migrants who were undetected
or evaded capture from border pa-
trol agents.

“How many known or sus-
pected terrorists have successfully
evaded apprehension alongside the
nearly 1.6 million known gotaways
at the Southwest border?”” Green
said. “And how many more do we
have to apprehend at the border be-
fore Secretary Mayorkas feels it
warrants real action? Communities
across the country are in danger be-
cause of Secretary Mayorkas’ der-
eliction of duty. It is beyond unac-
ceptable that Congress is still wait-
ing for full transparency on these
threats.”

These terror-connected mi-
grants are part of a flood of millions
of illegal migrants since Biden took
office.

The increased illegal immigra-
tion has put increasing pressure on
the Biden administration, which
announced earlier this month that
it would restart construction on a
small Texas portion of the southern
border wall, a Trump administra-
tion project that was largely derided
by Democrats.

See HAMAS Page 6A
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Tips to pay off student loan debt faster

Make a Budget: Take a look at
where you are spending your money and
see where you can cut back in order to
afford your student loan payment. Once
you have a plan in place, follow it as best
as you can and review it periodically for
additional cost-cutting opportunities.

Increase Your Income: You may be
able to add some additional cash-flow
with a part-time job or side hustle, or you
can consider a different job altogether
that offers better pay.

Research Loan Forgiveness and Re-
payment Programs: These programs may
help eliminate some or all of your stu-
dent loan debt. Some professions, such
as teachers, doctors, nurses and other
medical professionals, qualify for unique

employers will offer perks to employees
who further their education. Check and
see if your employer offers any tuition
reimbursement programs that could help
you pay down your debt.

Make Your Payments On Time:
Making on-time payments will help you
avoid any unnecessary fees or additional
interest charges. If you have some extra
cash, you should prioritize paying down
your most expensive debts and not ne-
cessarily your student loans.

Refinance Your Student Debt: If you
have a good or excellent credit score,
you could transfer some of your student
debt to a card with a 0% intro APR to
stop interest from accruing and pay off
what you owe sooner. Just be sure to pay

forgiveness programs.

Check with Your Employer: Some

off your balance before the card’s high

regular interest rate takes effect.

Teachers, drivers are needed now

This week, Superin-
tendent Maria Vazquez
held a town hall meeting at
Wekiva High School. This
is just one of the 44 town
hall meetings she is hold-
ing all across the district
this school year, just as she
did last year during her first
100 days in the role.

Monday night’s meet-
ing at Wekiva High School
was well attended, in fact
the Media Center was just
about full. There were staff
members and administra-
tors from nearby schools,
parents of students in the
northwest part of Orange
County, as well as cabinet
level administrators to help
answer individual ques-
tions.

Vazquez began the

Orange County School
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

evening by conducting a
thought exchange, which is
like an online survey where
the public was asked to
share what they wanted to
know more about. Then the
participants were able to
rate all the suggestions, and
the topics were ranked by
interest level of the group.
She then shared a
slideshow with some key
statistics about our school

district such as we are the
eighth largest school dis-
trict in the United States
and the fourth largest in the
state. We have 25,000 em-
ployees, 14,000 teachers,
210 schools, and almost
211,000 students. Also im-
pressive was the fact that
we have opened 65 new
schools since 2002!

After discussing our
stats, she dug into the ques-
tions and topics that the
group collectively shared
that were important to them
earlier in the evening and
the top two topics were, not
surprisingly, the bus driv-
er shortage and the teacher
shortage.

She did not shy away

See BYRD Page 6A

This Week In God’s Word

“Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell
in the land and enjoy safe pasture.”
Psalm 37:3

Pay close
attention to the
details.

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23,
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, %
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Past events, good or not so good, are important to future growth

We never get tired of

friend ruined all my dreams

“what if.” Sometimes we
get so caught up in thinking
of what might have been,
our “today” seems irrel-
evant and we miss the op-
portunity to learn.

We all are teachers;
it is what we teach that is

of what might have been.
I was so happy that my
dreams of yesterday did not
come true! BUT, the next
time I turned around, I was
thinking, once again, of
“what if.”

Someone asked me

as important, as whom we

Ike Hayden

once “if I could start over,

teach.
That is what makes

knowing what I know now,

daily lessons so important,
and necessary. When we
get wrapped up in things of
yesteryear, we never con-
sider the failures, the er-
rors, or the interference that

might have been involved.
The past is always seen in
the best of scenarios and
settings.

I went to one of my
class reunions years ago
and that “what if” girl-

would I want to?” My knee
jerk reaction was yes, but
when I really pondered the
question and even consid-
ered the painful experienc-
es that I had endured, I had
to say no.

You see, some of
the most poignant les-
sons learned, and some of
the best opportunities for
teaching were when I was
in the middle of a crisis
over which I had no con-
trol.

Even in the worst of
those times, someone re-
ceived a blessing or some
good out of it, and I would
not want that taken away. |
like to think, “it is my life,
and I’ll do as I please!” The
truth of the matter is that I
had nothing to do with put-
ting my life together, and

my goal should be to honor
those who did.

My mom and dad had
such high hopes for me.
My dad taught me integrity,
honesty, and commitment.
My mom taught me empa-
thy, kindness, and love for
others. Both my parents
were unselfish to a fault.
My dad would give the
shirt off his back and mom
would help him take it off.
They taught me that every-
thing that happens in our
lives has meaning only if
we learn something from it.
Not to store it away just for

our knowledge, but to share
it with others so that they
may not experience the
pain or suffering from mak-
ing bad decisions. Also,
that they may learn the joy
from making the proper de-
cisions.

So, I would not want
to live my life over again
and lose the lessons, or the
blessings gained by the oc-
currences in my life for
others, and myself. We see
so much of “me first” atti-
tude in today’s young peo-

See HAYDEN Page 6A



The Apopka Chief, October 27, 2023, Page 3A

Fire Prevention Month

Fri. October 27, 2023
thru
Sun. October 29, 2023

AFTER DEATH (PG-13)
12:50; 3:50; 6:50; 10:00
FIVE NIGHTS AT
FREDDY'S (PG-13)
12:00; 12:30; 1:30; 2:00;
2:40; 3:20; 4:20; 4:50;
5:20; 6:00; 7:00; 7:30;
8:00; 8:40; 9:40; 10:10;
10:40
KILLERS OF THE
FLOWER MOON (R)
12:10; 3:00; 7:20
TAYLOR SWIFT | THE
ERAS TOUR (PG-13)
1:20; 6:00; 9:50
THE EXORCIST:
BELIEVER (R) 12:20;
4:30; 7:40; 10:20
DISCOUNT DAY
TUESDAYS ONLY $5.95

with the Regal Crown Club Card
(Excluding Holidays).

Safe. Sound. Secure® Since 1916

Save money with Auto-Owners Insurance
Multi-Policy Discounts!

€D GENTRY

INSURANCE AGENCY

Apopka * 407-886-3301

b - VeV )N ~
Photo courtesy of Apopka Fire Department/Facebook
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As a part of this year’s Fire Prevention Month, Apopka firefighters have been
visiting schools around the community to teach students about fire safety. On
Thursday, October 19, the firefighters dedicated their morning to educating
Dream Lake Elementary students on important fire safety topics. Fire Preven-
tion Month is every October.

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

Auto-Owners Insurance G

FUNDRAISING YARD SALE:
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28,9 A M.
743 S. Central Avenue, Apopka

N.A.O.M.I. KIDS, a local non-profit organization,
stands for Never Alone Overcoming Many Issues and
the organization is passionate about everything it can
do for families.

There is a fundraising yard sale on Saturday, Oc-
tober 29, beginning at 9 a.m. at 743 S. Central Ave.,
between 7th and 8th streets. There will be lots of brand
new and gently used items. such as clothing, toys, ap-
pliances, bicycles, housewares, construction items, ac-

The Best Compliment
You Can Give Is A Referral.

Please support these local businesses and organizations.

RSR

cessories and much more.

The organization came from a vision the founder
had at the age of 12 to help children. Sometimes, mem-
bers can help more than they put in writing.

Contact N.A.O.M.I. KIDS at 407-883-5585.

FWC 5th accreditation has been
announced for Law Enforcement

The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) Division of
Law Enforcement is seek-
ing its fifth accreditation and
will host assessors from the
accrediting body for Florida
law enforcement agencies,
the Commission for Florida
Law Enforcement Accredi-
tation (CFA) Dec.12-14.
The assessment team will
review the FWC Division of
Law Enforcement’s equip-
ment, policies, procedures
and facilities.

“Accreditation demon-
strates our commitment to
maintaining professional
standards for the people of
Florida and the protection of
Florida’s natural resources,”
said Col. Brian Smith, Di-
rector of the FWC Division
of Law Enforcement. “I am
proud of the professionalism
shown in every aspect of our
division and look forward to
hosting our assessors.”

The FWC Division of
Law Enforcement has been
an accredited law enforce-
ment agency since achiev-
ing its initial accreditation
from CFA in 2009.

To achieve this status,
the FWC must prove com-
pliance, uniformity and con-
sistency with approximately

240 CFA accreditation stan-
dards. These standards re-
flect best practices critical
to life, health, and safety
issues and essential law
enforcement requirements.
To learn more about the ac-
creditation the standards
manual is available on the
CFA website at FLaccredita-
tion.org under the standards
tab.

The CFA team will con-
duct assessments at several
FWC Division of Law En-
forcement field offices, evi-
dence facilities and regional
communications centers.
Once the Commission’s as-
sessors complete their re-
view, they report to the full
Commission, which then
determines reaccreditation
status. Reaccreditation sta-
tus is valid for three years.

As part of the assess-
ment, agency members and
the public are invited to offer
comments to the assess-
ment team.

Written comments re-
garding the reaccredita-
tion of the FWC Division of
Law Enforcement should be
submitted to: CFA, P.O. Box
1489, Tallahassee, Florida,
32302, or email to flaccredi-
tation@fdle.state.fl.us.

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential {5 Investment Real Estate

* Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

 ROUNCE & SLIDE

GOOD TIMES TN T
TOGETHER A
AwWAIT!

*NOW Available:
INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
* Bounce houses
and slide combos available
« Different Sizes available Wet & Dry
Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
 Clean, Commercial Grade
Quality Units
For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934 visit www.bouncensliderentals.com
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com Licensed, insured, and S.1.0.T.0. certified.

Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax; 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

AQ

407-889-4455

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka, FL 32712

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

ESTIMATES407:889:8042 ‘
Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM
4y

Licensed & Insured
State Certified

Emergency Services
Available After Hours

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL
32798

- EVANS

‘NEW ROOF & REPAIRS

407.295.4944

é )

WORKPLACE

SCREENING INTELLIGENCE
Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug screening in APK and Nationally
v Covid Screens v Titer Testing

v New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com

www.workplacescreening.com

Please Support These Businesses

& Service Organizations.
They Care About You & Are [nvesting in the Community.

- CARAGTOPHERE:

spring’s perfect
lawn starts now.

; Let the experts at
TruGreen® provide a tailored
plan that can help your lawn

look its very best year-round.

TRUGREEN”J'
GUARANTEE

2

T

and healthy.

Our tailored lawn plans utilize the
latest technology and techniques
that help make your lawn green

TruGreen will gladly visit your property as needed
between scheduled visits to ensure your satisfaction®

Our TruGreen Lawn Assessment®
will examine your grass and soil
types and tailor your plan based
on the results.t

Save now with

Your First Service
AMERICA’S #1

— LAWN CARE COMPANY—

o %

* %k

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-520-1525

AMERICAN 3\

RESIDENTIAL
i

The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Licensed and Professional Technicians

P N SN SR RS R R R R S e e

349

Cooling or Heating
System Tune Up
1 Price valid for one working unit. Excludes ol fired systems. Valid at participating

1 ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial
§ customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating and Cooling Systems
Many Payment Options to choose from
Service Available Seven Days a Week

\

@ Calltoday! (877) 709-1777

% 52000

1 I
| UPTO -
1 I
1 on a New Cooling 1
: and Heating System with :
1 our Buy Back Program! :
I

1

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior

B sales. Cal senvice center for detals. Coupon required ttime of service. Void if copied or

1 for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value S001.
1 Offer expires 11/30/2023

g License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay customers
only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or
used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. tPurchase
of annual lawn plan required for TruGreen Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. America’s #1 lawn care company based
on U.S. market share of professional lawn care companies. 2022 MMR Brand Health Tracker. °Guarantee applies to annual plan customers
only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127,
B-0200, B-0151.

1 transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value S.001.
1 Offer expires 11/30/2023.

: License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses
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Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

Buying s

)

Heritage,
Outer Banks,
Big Bend &
Bandlands

-~ for 60 Months

1 $'I 750

in incentives

2.9% APR financing for 60 months at $17.92 per month per $1,000 financed regardless of down
payment. Requires approval and financing through Ford Credit. Savings include low APR Cash and
$1,000 Ford Open Bonus Cash. See salesperson for details. Offer ends 10/31/2023.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL

www.MullinaxFordFL.com - 407-972-1678 conditioning.

PITYFitness cuts ribbon

The Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce held a nbbon cutting ceremony for PITYFitness at the studio’s
location, 418 S. Park Ave., Apopka, on Wednesday, October 25. Chelsea Young (holding the scissors) and
Rhiannon Young are the co-owners. PITYFitness (Prove It To Yourself Fitness) offers one-on-one personal
training, morning group classes, macros coaching, program planning, mobility and stretching, and sports

-, A R R

Would like
to invite you to come
join us for a blessing from

e HEALTH

4 W al &y . LIFE
The Gibbs Family.
November 12th, 2023
at10:00 am

Come and enjoy The Gibbs Family in Concert
Everyone is invited to enjoy a FREE lunch after the concert

584 N. Wekiwa Springs Road Apopka, FL 32712
407-886-7864 - www.wshcapopka.org

Your Local Agency for

COMPASS HEALTH

YOUR PLAN. YOUR CHOICE.

LET US GUIDE YOU

e MEDICARE
e CREMATION
e ACCIDENT
e DENTAL

e CRITICAL ILLNESS
SE HABLA ESPANOL
Compass Health Insurance.com

3030 East Semoran Blvd., #184

Apopka, FL 32703 407-758-9487
Next to Gators Dockside (Behind Chik-Fil-A)

Florida Blue &9

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.

At Lake Apopka Natural Gas, we're helping families connect to

affordable, reliable, and efficient natural gas, with appliances that

pay dividends for years to come. Studies show a home with natural
gas has a 6% greater resale value than an all-electric home.

/%G
‘) ®) Lake Apopka
werenrcnncn | IN@EUKAI Gas District
www.langd.org 407-656-2734 ext. 307

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL-SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT CITY OF APOPKA

is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(c), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III,
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that CHRISTOPHER
JOHNSON AND ALBERT MCKIMMIE have made an application to the City of
Apopka Planning Commission and the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE
FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM RURAL SETTLEMENT TO MIXED-USE FOR
20 +/- ACRES. This application relates to the following described
properties:

NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 3025
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM RURAL SETTLEMENT TO MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY
GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF GOLDEN GEM ROAD, WEST OF SR 429
AND SOUTH OF ISLE ROYAL PLACE, OWNED BY CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON
AND ALBERT MCKIMMIE, COMPRISING 20 ACRES, MORE OR LESS,
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
A
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Parcel Identification Numbers:
0000-00-099
Contains: 20 +/- acres

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 3025 will be
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled
meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, November 15, 2023
beginning at 7:00 P.M. AND Wednesday, December 6, 2023 beginning at
1:30 P.M. or soon thereafter.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to
this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need
to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.
Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

175070

October 27, 2023
Publish: The Apopka Chief

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

— . wl - . . 4
Breakfast Cafe & Gitt Boutique
Hand Crafted Gifts Items ¢ Fall and Holiday Décor

Bath Specialties * Homemade Frozen Entrees
Homemade Cupcakes and Treats

Vendors and Chance Drawings
Credit Cards Accepted

601 South Highland Ave, Apopka 32703 * 407-886-1740 * www. HolySpiritApopka.com
SPONSORED BY THE WOMEN OF THE CHURCH

November
11th, 2023

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

ASSOCIATES IN
DERMATOLOGY

Your Sém Cancer & Skincare SanaZm‘s

De'rnia;tology
rgery

, Surgical & Cosmeti

MOHS Micrographic

— 16 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU —

*‘ APOPKA

) 531 Wekiva Commons Circle
Michael Steppie, MD

W %&w/ﬂf’ Mﬁ[w&% FPolons!

800-827-SKIN « DermOrlando.com

YOUR BUSINESS
HERE!

Call: 407-886-2777

Email: Ads@theapopkachief.com
or
Visit: www.TheApopkaChief.com

You'll be glad you did!
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CRA: One lot is considered for site of homeless resource center

north; and sections of mul-
tiple streets to the east in-
cluding but not limited to

Continued from page 1A

needs relating to site devel-
opment.”

A single bid was sub-
mitted by Standard Invest-
ments & Holdings, LLC,
which was presented to the
City Council on October
19, 2022, and approved for
negotiations.

The current concept
for the Station Street Proj-
ect envisions a multi-use
development including af-
fordable housing, down-
town public parking, an ex-
tension of the Downtown
Apopka Trail, and con-
struction of approximate-
ly one acre of public event
space, according to the city
staff report.

In 2022, the city went
through a request for pro-
posal process to solicit de-
velopment concepts for the
property because all of the
properties are located in the
CRA. In compliance with
Florida Statutes 163.380,
the city must invite propos-
als from anyone interested
in redeveloping or rehabil-

Together, let’s
Make ra
Statemf t.

FASTSIGNS.

Make Your Statement

itating CRA parcels before
moving forward with any
contractual agreement for
disposition of the property.

Although  appraisals
were done in the past, new
appraisals will be com-
pleted for all parcels to es-
tablish a value. For par-
cels targeted for affordable
housing, those lots may
be available for the CRA’s
Residential Impact Fee As-
sistance Program.

207 E. Eighth Street

The lot located at 207
E. Eighth Street is com-
prised of one 0.11-acre lot
and is valued at $27,000 as
of July 8, 2022, when the
last appraisal took place.

Water is adjacent to the
site, and sewer would need
to be extended from S. For-
est Ave. to the west.

The city has had
discussions regarding
this site being a possible
location for the Apopka
Resource Center, which
would provide a hub for
local government, local
businesses, and faith-based
organizations to coordinate

| Apopka

3030 E. Semoran Blvd. Suite 156
Apopka, FL 32703
407-774-0003
www.fastsigns.com/248

CREMATION

Celebrating Life
with Honor
& Dignity

We Make It Personal.”

Let us show you how.

HIGHLAND FUNERAL HOME

HIGHLAND MEMORY

GARDENS

3329 East Semoran Blvd.
Apopka, FL 32703
407-869-1188
highlandfh.com

B2 NATIONAL

— DEBT RELIEF —

=

efforts in helping the needy
of the community.
The Apopka Resource

Center project is being
spearheaded by the
Next Step foundation,

an extension of the First
Baptist Church of Apopka’s
weekly homeless ministry
that leverages resources
and helping hands of other
churches and the general
community to further assist
the homeless.

East Eighth Street/South
Highland Avenue

For the four lots total-
ing 1.55 acres located at
the northeast corner of East
Eighth Street and South
Highland Avenue, the City
Council approved publica-
tion of the notice of prop-
erty disposal once the plat
process has been complet-
ed. The four lots were last
appraised on January 8§,
2021 at $169,000.

A plat and surveys
were created to establish
a 0.83-acre neighborhood
park and four new single-
family homes. It is intended
that the neighborhood park

located to the rear (north) of
the four lots will be funded
in part from the CRA bud-
get at $105,000, according
to the city staff report.

The Planning Com-
mission and City Council
will still need to approve
the plat before any nego-
tiated sale or conveyance
could take place, with the
City Council having the fi-
nal say on whether any sale
or conveyance could hap-
pen.

The city is looking to
sell four lots for one afford-
able single-family home on
each lot. The single-family
home sites include a corner
lot at 0.22 acres, or 80 feet
by 120 feet; and three lots
fronting East Eighth Street
at 0.17 acres each, or 60
feet by 120 feet each.

The Apopka CRA is
comprised of 644 acres
that has a mix of residenc-
es, businesses, and his-
toric properties. The CRA
is bound on the south by
Tenth and 11th Streets,
Hawthorne Avenue to the
west, Oak Street to the

Highland Avenue, Monroe
Avenue and Alabama Av-
enue.

Night Mazes, Fall Photo Ops, Tasty Food & Drinks, Entertainment, Castle
Playground, Zipline for small kids, Giant Yard Games, Jumping Pillow, Super
Slide, Rope & Tree Maze, Local Farmers Market, Hay Rides & So Much More!

Hours

FALL FESTIVAL
SEPT. 30 - NOV. 26 TUES - SAT: 9AM - 5PM
SAT & SUN: 10AM - 5PM SUN: 10AM - 5PM

Fall Flash Sale tickets are valid for any single day or night
Saturdays & Sundays, Sept. 30 — Nov. 26

GROUP RESERVATIONS, SEASON PASS
& FIELD TRIPS AVAILABLE! FOR MORE
INFORMATION & PURCHASE TICKETS AT:
visitgreatscott.com

MARKET

=5

26216 County Road 448A Mount Dora,
Florida 32737  332-383-6900

Sponsored in part by Visit Lake County

7) 889-9555

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY,
LIFE, AND FUTURE.

r
COBBLESTONE

INSURANCE AGENCY

(! Auto | Business | Financial Serv

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

7) 889-5084 [ LikeusonF

s help you with all your insurance

el ri

PROGRESSIVE

TRAVELERST

www.cobfin.

BINGO!

EN ESPANOL

CADA OTRO JUEVES A LAS 12PM

701 South Orange Blossom Trail Apopka, FL
HELD IN THE METROHEALTH ACCESS EDUCATION CENTER

" LLAME PARA RESERVACIONES 407-501-8228
D +

ESTE EVENTO SERA EN EL CENTRO EDUCATIVO
DE ACCESO DE METROHEALTH

HEALTH OF APOPKA Florida
Dedicated Primary Care for Seniors Medicare Educational Aceess Center
701S. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL

APOPKA, FL 32703

/’%/\— —————————— N

Colin Watts, M.D. | !
Physician | FREE GIFTCARD |

i WITHCOUPON !

! 1

LA

SHOW THIS COUPON TO REDEEM

______________

LY

Julaine Beth Harding, RN.
Nurse Practitioner

PONGASE EN CONTACTO
CON NOSOTROS HOY
PARA CANJEAR TU CUPON

407-501-8228

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit
card or other unsecured debt, see how
National Debt Relief can help resolve your
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

[=]

Call today:\

+1 (855) 897-0671
DR

MEET YOUR Local
Hearing Care
PROVIDER

(Gl find duck Yo
woll VJM' (L WM WEO

We’ve Moved!

Visit our new location in Apopka, now open to the public!

Call today and make a reservation for your customized
hearing solution while spots are still available!

407.358.7045

g{@:ENTQQL Apopka « 200 N Park Ave, Ste B
7="FLORIDA  Leesburg - 1108 W Dixie Ave UBIGY
1 f-f"]/”'[/"__/jff] Amy DaViS, Au.D. CERTIFIED

CentralFloridaAudiology.com

Tavares

Lions Club
352-343-0180

The Tavares Lions Club will use
your recyclable eye glasses for the
program “Project Right to Sight.”

Foliage Sertoma &€&
Club of Apopka 5P
(407) 832-2627 "Sus

CLUB OF APO
Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,
will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers

or Apopka Office Supply at

d

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka

407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka
Office Supply) would like to thank the generous

Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of

sight or hearing for so MANY.



The Apopka Chief, October 27, 2023, Page 6A

Hamas: The border crisis is costing states, municipalities billions of $$$

Continued from page 2A criteria must be met for a person to
be added to the TSC watchlist,” an
FBI spokesperson told The Center
Square.

A DHS spokesperson told The
Center Square that the increased
immigration from South America is
a key cause for the increase in sus-
pected terrorists but that the agency
is focused on the problem.

They also said these encoun-
ters with suspected terrorists still
represent a fraction of one percent
of the overall encounters. In addi-
tion, sometimes family members
or “known affiliates” of suspected
terrorists could be counted on the
watch list as well.

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given that APPIAN ENGINEERING, LLC c/o LUKE CLASSON,
P.E has made an application, 1in accordance with Florida Statutes
163.3187(c) and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka
Planning Commission, and City Council for a REZONING OF PROPERTY.
This application relates to the following described property:

A group of Democratic state
and local elected leaders sent a let-
ter to the White House earlier this
month calling on Biden to address
the border crisis, which is costing
states and municipalities billions of
dollars to address.

The FBI maintains the Terrorist
Screening Center, a multi-agency
effort created after the 9/11 attacks
to centralize one list of whom to
watch across federal agencies.

When asked, the FBI gave few
answers, deferring to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

“Specific intelligence-related

ORDINANCE NO. 3038

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE ZONING
FROM C-C (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT AND T (TRANSITIONAL)
DISTRICT TO PD (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT) DISTRICT, FOR CERTAIN
REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED WEST OF PLYMOUTH SORRENTO
ROAD, NORTH OF U.S. 441, AND EAST OF SR 429; COMPRISING
13.04 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY GARY D CHARLTON LIVING
TRUST, PEGGY G CHARLTON LIVING TRUST 1/2 INT AND GARY D
CHARLTON LIVING TRUST 1/2 INT; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO
THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY,CONFLICTS,
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Parcel Identification Number(s): 06-21-28-7172-08-050 and
06-21-28-7172-08-040

Contains: 13.04 +/- Acres

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold
a public hearing to consider Ordinance No. 3038 at its regularly
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, November 14,
2023 beginning at 5:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.
FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2830
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, December 6,
2023, beginning at 1:30 P.M., AND Wednesday, December 20, 2023 or
as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance and Master Plan
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704,
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council

Apopka Planning Commission

Community Development Department
October 27, 2023

Publish: The Apopka Chief 175071

“As we learned on 9/11, it only
takes a handful to destroy lives,”
Ries, who now works with the Her-
itage Foundation, told The Center
Square. “Meanwhile, Biden and his
allies are burying their heads in the
sand, refusing to secure our border
or admit their progressive policies

leave us open to attack.

the Left.”

Americans should go about
their daily lives as usual but (they
should) add a layer of vigilance giv-
en the global atmosphere, danger-
ous lack of immigration enforce-
ment, and clear anti-American sen-
timent that has grown in the U.S.
after years of demonization from

Byrd: Applicants are needed now

Continued from page 2A

from the stark reality of
both situations, and the
news was not good.

The teacher shortage is
being addressed as fervent-
ly as possible by the dis-
trict, but the reality of the
situation is that there are
fewer people going into the
education profession today
than in years past. Many
universities are closing
their education colleges be-
cause of a lack of students
wanting to enter the teach-
ing profession.

We are working on
partnerships with our lo-
cal colleges to train our
own employees who might
only have a two-year de-
gree but would like to pur-
sue a teaching career so
they can get their degree at
areduced cost. We are con-
sistently holding job fairs
and recruiting wherever we
can. There are many other
ideas that we are pursuing,
as well.

The bigger problem is
the bus driver shortage be-
cause there is no viable so-
lution to this major prob-
lem for us and districts
across the country.

Our transportation
team is in contact with
school districts across the
nation frequently to brain-
storm ideas to solve the
problem. Many districts
have had to discontinue of-

fering bus services to stu-
dents because of the driver
shortages. There are just
not enough people inter-
ested in being bus drivers
anymore, especially when
the opportunity to drive for
so many companies abound
with better pay.

For example, Amazon
offers drivers salaries over
$100,000. We also compete
with theme parks here in
Central Florida, and drivers
are paid substantially more
for those jobs as well since
they are private companies.

We are aggressively
trying our best with the re-
sources we have to address
the problem. For example,
if a person does not have a
commercial driver license,
we will train to help them
obtain one.

To improve the inter-
est of applicants, we are of-
fering up to $12,800 in in-
centives for new first year
bus drivers. Current OCPS
school bus drivers can re-
ceive up to $10,800 dollars
in incentives, plus a reten-
tion bonus.

We have driver train-
ing classes starting every
two weeks, regardless of
how many new trainees we
have so that we don’t lose
them.

We are holding job
fairs every two weeks but
the applicants are just not
there.

Vazquez was frank at

the meeting and was ex-
tremely honest with the
community and shared that
there is no solution in sight.
We are looking at some al-
ternative ideas such as par-
ent carpooling apps and
outside companies to con-
tract with, but even those
do not solve this massive
problem.

Our current drivers are
all making double runs in
the mornings with our high
schools. This means that
some students have to be
picked up earlier than nor-
mal, dropped off, and the
driver goes back and picks
up a second group of stu-
dents.

It is the same in the
afternoon except it means
that our last group, middle
school, has to stay at school
later to wait for drivers to
get back to pick them up af-
ter the first run. Some stu-
dents are not getting picked
up until 5:30 at our middle
schools.

It is certainly a prob-
lem and one we wish had
an easy solution. In the
meantime, we will continue
to recruit.

If you know of anyone
that would be interested in
driving a bus for our dis-
trict, please have them con-
tact me directly at melissa.
byrd@ocps.net and I will
put them in touch with our
Chief of Staff.

Hayden: Unity will become strength

Continued from page 2A

ple, and my first impulse is
to reach out to them with a
“board of education to the
seat of knowledge,” forget-
ting that the youth of today
are but a mirror of what our
nation has become.

They have learned well
the lessons we have taught
them. I look for common
decency in today’s societal
behavior, and speech, but it
is getting harder and harder
to find. We want our youth
to be respectful of others,
but do we show it in our
daily teachings? Our po-
lice, firefighters, city offi-
cials, and others who have
chosen a career of protect-
ing our communities and
our people must be wary
of where they go, and their
surroundings, because of
the violence shown toward
them. We see the witness-
es of these travesties stand
and take videos or photos
instead of stepping in and
trying to diffuse the situa-
tion.

Have we turned into

such cowards that we are
not able to stand up for
right? I know all the argu-
ments; [ have used them
myself at various times,
but does that exonerate me
from guilt? Or, as I have
felt, shamed me for lack of
courage?

Our strength in Amer-
ica does not come from our
weapons, does not come
from our government, does
not, nor will it ever, come
from our elected officials,
but it comes from the fact
that we are all joined to-
gether as Americans. One
strand of twine is weak and
can be broken easily, but
twenty strands of that same
twine can bind a strongman
when braided together as
one line.

We are Americans,
bound together as one by
the Constitution of the
United States of America.
We need to quit whining
about “what if” and start
standing up for each oth-
er. If you do not agree with
what is stated in our Con-
stitution or in our Declara-

tion of Independence and
you think your life is better
with the government you
have left to come here, then
by all means, pack your
ditty bag, and go back to
where you came from. We
do not need a different form
of government; we just
need to bring ours back to
where it belongs, under the
rule of “We the People.”
Our government may
be derailed for a time, and
the administration we have
in power now may not have
the best engineer on the
line, but we know how to
hire a new engineer, and
an administration that can
straighten the rails, put
the train back on the right
track, and get us back to
where we belong.

I reiterate: If you do
not like our government
and the way it should be
run, sing the Aussie’s song
“Waltzing Matilda” as you
pack your goodies and
leave. You can do the “what
if” thing somewhere else.

We are AMERICANS!

ALL ABOUT APOPKA

The Apopka Chief

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news- EfF.
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri- ¥
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417.

outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas- f§¥he
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, "M A
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880. &L
The Qpopka Chief is a consistent award-winningF )
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,,
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.
www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka Orange County Other Area

Telephone Numbers Telephone Numbers Numbers of Note
City Hall 407-703-1700 | Animal Services 407-836-3111 | U.S. Senators
(YE)YeTE 0] 31l H— 407-703-1701 | Auto/Boat Tags 850-617-2000 | Rick SCOtt (REP.) woevrrrerrrssvrrssens 202-224-5274
City Administrator ... 407-703-1649 | Building Dept.......oevresrrien 407-836-8550 | Marco Rubio (Rep.)....c.cwuwrrrsne 407-254-2573
City Clerk v .407-703-1704 | County Mayor ... 407-836-7370 | U.S. Representative
Community Devel.. .407-703-1712 | County COMMISSiON ...o...... 407-836-7350 | Daniel Webster (Dist. 11)........ 352-241-9220
Code Enforcement. .407-703-1738 | County Attorney....... 407-836-7320 | State Representatives
Finance Dept.......crcssssnnisnn 407-703-1725 | Clerk of the Court. 407-836-2065 | Doug Bankson 407-476-6787
Fire (NON-EMErQ.) .oovvvomrsrserins 407-703-1756 | Elections Supervisor..........407-836-2070 | Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) ... unknown
Parks and Rec. Dept. ..o.wvevses 407-703-1741 | Fire/RESCUE wevorverrsersrrrse 407-836-3111 | State Senators
(o1 G @y 1T-] S —— 407-703-1769 | Solid Waste ......uwveemressrees 407-836-6601 | Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11) 407-297-2045
Police (NON-eMerg.) v 407-703-1771 | Garbage Collection............. 407-703-1731 | Orange County Commissioner
Job Line 407-703-1743 | Health Dept. ..cvvevrsmreercee 407-836-2600 | Christine MOOI€ c.covcevevvrsvrcnes 407-836-7350
Solid Waste Collet.......wwnn 407-703-1731 | Hunting/Fishing Lic. Orange County Public Schools
Street Maintenance ... 407-703-1731 | Parks and Rec. Dept. Pupil assignment..........emee. 407-317-3233
0] 1111871111 To RR———— 407-703-1727 | Property Appraiser........... Bus routes......... ..407-317-3800
Medical, fire eMergency. ... s 911 | Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000 | Superintendent......cccccccvmvvveenns 407-317-3200
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882.1tis | Non-Emerg. Complaint......407-836-4357 | Scho0l BOAId .....cvvererersvser 407-317-3200
located at 28'30 north latitude and is 150 feet | ULilities ....ummmmmmmresssnrns 407-836-5515 | Miscellaneous
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 | All other departments........407-836-3111 | The Apopka Chief ........ooevveees 407-886-2777
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Food: Loaves and Fishes serves over 300 clients each week

Continued from page 1A

dates for Thanksgiving are
now (Monday-Thursday)
9 am. - 2:30 p.m. Loaves
and Fishes will be available

for last minute Thanks-
giving donations on Fri-
day, November 17, 9 a.m.
- noon. Donations are taken
in the back of the building
at blue doors.

Drop off donation
dates for Christmas are
now (Monday-Thursday) 9
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. until De-
cember 14.

Loaves and Fishes is a

non-profit, non-denomina-
tional, Christian organiza-
tion serving a nine-zip code
area. It has been serving
the community since 1984,
currently  serving over

300 qualified clients each
week. The organization is
supported only by dona-
tions from local churches,
schools, businesses, orga-
nizations, and individuals;

and receives no govern-
ment funding.

Visit loavesandfishes-
apopka.com to donate on-
line or learn more about the
nonprofit.

BUSINE

Your Guide to Local Busine;s

Park Avenue Animal Hospitalis dedicated

PLEASE DISREGARD
ALL THAT STUFF I WAS

SAYING TO YOU
EARLIER...

DON'T WORRY,
YOU'RE NOT
MY TYPE.

oudst of APOPKA

oy
PARK AVENUE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

847 N. Park Ave, Apopka FL

STOP BY
TODAY!

407-880-9446
WWW.PARKAVENUEVETS.COM

Schroeder

Hental
Group)/

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Call Now For An Appointment - [0y :F- TSN I N |

$20 Exam

1
1
‘ I . .

N ! Get-Acquainted Speciall

' + Oral Exam D0150
1 * 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274

i1 + Cancer Screening

I * Gum Disease Screening

Vgl fornew patients only. Not fo be combined with any other offer. 1

Tiransferable. Please share with your fomily and friends. Exp. 11/30/23. 1
b o e o e e o F]

MyApopkaDentist.net

New Patients Welcome!

Emer

Ty

ents Availablej

[Zoom!

MALTBY'’S

Tree Service & Landscaping

Do you have trees that need attention
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!
LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE
i e |+ Tree Trimming & Removal . #8858
i B « Landscape Installation [ ¢l

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

+ Stump Grinding |
* Grapple Truck Services

321-689-5866
JAMES MALTBY  Licensed

Owner & Insured

All public/legal
notices printed in
The Apopka Chief
are also loaded
to our website:
theapopkachief.com
as well as to
the state-wide
Florida Press Association’s
website:
floridapublicnotices.com
Both Websites
have searchable
capabilities.
The Apopka Chief,
400 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka FL 32712
legals@ theapopkachief.com
407-886-2777

to offering the

Animal compan-
ions give so much to
humans, and part of the
responsibility to care for
them is helping them to
stay healthy. The staff
at Park Avenue Animal
Hospital offers some
helpful hints on ways to
focus on your pet’s well-
being.

Remove danger-
ous household items
- Protect your animal
friends by learning and
thinking about common
household items that
can poison pets. ltems
that seem ordinary to
you but that are harmful
to pets include: Plants,
medications, chemicals,
human food, and house-
hold cleaners. And, if
your pet eats everyday
items lying around the
house, a neglected sock
or small toy can require
emergency surgery if it
doesn’t pass.

Spend time with
your companions - If
you are rushing around
without seemingly any
time to even breathe,
it’s important to stop and
sit down with your ani-
mal friends. You can sit
quietly and listen to the
world around you, gen-
tly stroking and loving
on your pet, even if your
friend has feathers or
scales. Time spent to-
gether can benefit them
and you. They’ll know
they’re loved and can
be prevented from be-
coming bored and feel-
ing neglected, and your
life will become so much
richer and more mean-
ingful.

Offer quality food

LN\
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Park Avenue Animal Hospital is a full-service veterinary clinic providing a
variety of services for dogs, cats, birds, rabbits, reptiles, and other exotic small
animals. Ready to care for your beloved pet are Dr. Rubinstein, Dr. Turgai, Dr.
Nelson, and Dr. Hinton. Not pictured are Dr. Dworek and Dr. Patty.

- An important part of
helping your animal
friends stay healthy is
by offering quality food.
Learn to read labels.

Schedule regu-
lar wellness checks -
Take your pet for regular
wellness appointments.
Scheduled veterinary
care can spot potential
health problems so you
can manage any con-
cern early. This includes
dental issues and prob-
lems with kidneys and
joints.

Park Avenue An-
imal Hospital is your
partner in keeping your
pet healthy. Since 2008,
Park Avenue Animal
Hospital has been pro-
viding a wide variety of
services to keep your
furry, four-legged friends
in the best of health.
Their experienced team
treats each pet that
comes into their facili-
ty with the utmost care.
With cutting edge tech-
nology and the bedside
manner of a small-town
doctor, they’re equipped
to handle almost any ail-
ment your pet may face.

Voted Best of
Apopka Pet Care Facil-
ity since 2010, it’s obvi-
ous that their personal

commitment to you is
grounded in assuring
your pet receives the fin-
est in veterinary care by
providing them with the
best technology and di-
agnostic tools.

While dogs and
cats are by far the most
popular choice for most
pet owners, the doctors
at Park Avenue Animal
Hospital have a special
place in their hearts for
all animals, furry, feath-
ery, or scaly.

With more than 60
years of combined qual-
ity veterinary experi-
ence, the doctors have
gone well beyond stan-
dard veterinary educa-
tion and practice to fur-
ther their knowledge of
animal care to include:
reptiles, rabbits, ferrets,
birds, guinea pigs, and
more. Whether it’s an
annual checkup or a crit-
ical emergency, they are
prepared to handle any
situation.

Fully equipped with
diagnostic and surgical
tools to meet practically
any situation, Park Av-
enue Animal Hospital
provides reasonably
priced medical and sur-
gical care without sac-
rificing quality, in a set-

ting designed to take the
stress out of visiting your
vet.

Routine examina-
tions, vaccines, den-
tistry, and nutritional and
behavioral advice are
just some of the services
provided by the doctors
and staff in a beautiful
office that is as comfort-
able as your own home.

With Park Avenue
Animal Hospital’s con-
venient location at 847
N. Park Avenue (Rock
Springs Road) in Apop-
ka, affordable help for all
your pets is now right in
your own community!

You’ll find that the
staff at Park Avenue
Animal Hospital think
of their clients and the
people of Apopka as part
of their family. They are
proud of their commu-
nity and strive to make
sure that everyone feels
welcome in their clinic.

Call today at 407-
880-9446 to schedule
an appointment or visit
them online at www.par-
kavenuevets.com.

Advertisement

LET US TELL YOUR BUSINESS STORY!

Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our Business Profile program
or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com - Helping you is our business!

General, Surgical

ASSOCIATES IN
DERMATOLOGY

Your Skin Cancer & Skincare @becxkz//&z‘s

& Gosmetic Dermatology
MOHS Micrographic Surgery

Michael Steppie, MD
President & Medical Director

16 LOCATIONS
TO SERVE YOU

APOPKA

531 Wekiva

Commons Circle
Uk Accapt Wisst Lealth Pobuns!

800-837-SKIN ¢ DermOrlando.com
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Wonderful weekend for the 2023 Fall Family Festval in the park
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Apopka’s Fall Family Festival took place Thursday,
October 19, through Sunday, October 22, at Kit Land
Nelson Park in Apopka. The annual event is organized by
the Rotary Club of Apopka Foundation, the Fall Family
Festival included carnival rides, a beer and wine garden, live
music and vendors. The weather for this years festival was
warm and clear.
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