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At least 14 business-
es and 45 youths are par-
ticipating in the Apopka 
Youth Works (AYW) Sum-
mer Youth Program, which 
kicked off this week. 

The Summer Youth 
Program, which is for stu-
dents ages 15 through 19, 
is a collaboration between 
CareerSource Central Flor-
ida, Apopka Area Chamber 
of Commerce, the city of 
Apopka, and Apopka Youth 
Works.

The first week of work 
training took place this 
week to include soft skills 
and interviewing skills for 
student applicants. The four 
weeks of employment will 
begin on June 12. 

Now in its sixth year, 
Apopka Youth Works helps 
young participants get an 
understanding of what 
they’d like to do for a ca-
reer and see which jobs are 
to their liking while earning 
money, according to Mayor 
Bryan Nelson. 

The 45 youths that ap-

plied are entering AYW Ex-
perience program starting 
this week. In this program, 
they could earn $15 an hour 
for a 30-hour week and gain 
resume-worthy work expe-
rience. The Experience pro-
gram offers a five-week 
paid internship with the po-
tential to work beyond that 
period. 

According to Stephen 
Cribb, special project spe-
cialist for Apopka Youth 
Works, students in this 
track will give them “real-
life idea of applying for the 
job.”

The other two AYW 
programs are Explore and 
Engage. 

In the Explore pro-
gram, participants can earn 
up to a $1,200 incentive, 
five-weeks getting to know 
careers, with the opportu-
nity to try out a day-in-the-
life in careers and discov-
er college life and financial 
aid.

In Engage, participants 
can earn up to a $1,200 in-
centive, a five-weeks train-

Summer Youth 
Program kicks off

Wekiva High School Class of 2023 graduates 

Memorial Day remembers the fallen

The city of Apopka and the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 10147 held a Memorial Day service on 
Monday, May 29, at the Edgewood/Greenwood Cemetery. The ceremony honored the lives and legacy of 
fallen military heroes at the cemetery’s Veterans Memorial (pictured above). One highlight of the event was 
a gun salute (below). See more photos from the ceremony on page 1C. 

An elderly Apopka 
woman with disabilities 
who had been missing for 
nearly three weeks was re-
covered in good health on 
Monday, May 29, in Or-
lando, according to police. 

Jay Ruth Sheppard, 
72, was last seen on May 
9 after being discharged 
from AdventHealth Apop-
ka. 

She is diagnosed with 
dementia, Alzheimer’s, bi-
polar disorder and schizo-
phrenia. 

Police recover 
missing woman

Jay Ruth Sheppard

The Zellwood Histori-
cal Society, Museum and 
Library hosted the quarter-
ly Museum Sharing Ses-
sions on Thursday, May 25. 
There were four local mu-
seums represented at the 
meeting with a total of 14 
in attendance.

President Charles 
Grinnell, Jr. spoke about 
the Zellwood Historical So-
ciety’s past activities this 
year. The society participat-
ed in the Eastlake Heritage 
Festival and Scott’s Farms 
60th anniversary with ag-
riculture displays, A Night 

Out at the Museum, “Char-
lie on Charlie” with Grin-
nell Jr. speaking about his 
father Charles Grinnell, Sr., 
Zellwood History Harvest 
Day, and hosting two days 
of school field trips at the 

Historical societies host 
quarterly sharing session

The Wekiva High School Class of 2023 holds its commencement ceremony on Tuesday, May 30, at the Uni-
versity of Central Florida’s Addition Financial Arena in Orlando (above). In the top left photo, valedictorian 
Truc Pham addresses her fellow graduates. In the bottom left picture, Wekiva Principal Dr. Tamara Baker-Dray-
ton presents John Louis Oteni Smith with his diploma. 

See YOUTH Page 3A

See MUSEUMS Page 3A

Disaster preparedness items are tax free 
The 2023 Disaster Preparedness Sales 

Tax Holiday, which launched on Saturday, 
May 27, will end on Friday, June 9. 

During the sales tax holiday period, 
tax is not due on the retail sale of eligible 
items related to disaster preparedness. 

A second Disaster Preparedness Holi-
day will begin on Saturday, August 26, and 

end on Friday, September 8.
In Tax Information Publication (TIP) 

dated Thursday, May 25, the Florida De-
partment of Revenue lists the eligible items 
that qualify to not carry a sales tax during 
the sales tax holiday, as well as eligible 

See HOLIDAY Page 4A
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The goal of a Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agen-
cy is for a municipality to 
aggressively apply county 
resources to a series of pub-
lic programs which seek to 
induce or grow the flow of 
private capital into the area. 
The funding, required by 
Florida Statutes, is meant to 
address a “substantial num-
ber of deteriorating struc-
tures and blight.” The state 
defines blight as bad traffic 
management, insufficient 
roadway networks, infra-
structure deficiencies such 
as streetlighting, sanitary 
sewer, stormwater drain-
age, vacated properties, and 
high-crime areas.

Being a part-time citi-
zen historian, I can tell you 
that downtown areas suf-
fered nationally when big 

box stores came on the 
scene. They caused many 
local emporiums and small 
businesses to go bankrupt. 
Today, with so much home 
delivery of goods and ser-
vices, we are seeing even 
more shopping centers be-
come blighted. Best prac-
tices in the 2020’s include 
retrofitting inner city shop-
ping centers into much 
needed multi-family hous-
ing or renovated govern-

ment buildings.
Knowing I will be 

tasked with making the mo-
tion to approve or deny a 
10-year extension of the 
Apopka Community Rede-
velopment Agency (CRA) 
led me to a month-long pe-
riod of personal research 
on the subject. I’m still re-
searching thriving small 
city downtowns and will be 
touring more cities across 
the state.

I have four cities in 
District 2: Ocoee, Apopka, 
Eatonville, and Orlando. 
Plus, I’m trying to create a 
main street for Lockhart. I 
have a passion for improv-
ing downtown areas. I be-
lieve character main streets 
are pivotal for economic 

Dear Rusty: 
I am fast approaching 

65 (in August) and plan to 
continue working full time. 
I would like to know the 
implications of that, and 
about drawing Social Se-
curity. Same question for 
my husband who is past 
his full retirement age (he 
will be 67 this year) and 
he continues to work full 
time. Signed: Still Working

 
Dear Still Working: 
 Married couples 
should always coordinate 
their retirement strategy, 
and you’re very smart to 
do so. Born in 1958, your 
full retirement age (FRA) 
for Social Security pur-

poses is 66 years and 8 
months. Your FRA is the 
point at which your earn-
ings from work no longer 
affect your Social Securi-
ty benefits, but if you claim 
at age 65 and continue to 
work full time, you will be 
limited to how much you 
can earn before they take 
away some (or perhaps all) 
of your benefits. Here’s 
what will happen if you 
claim Social Security (SS) 
to start in August when you 
are 65:

* Your SS retirement 
benefit will be permanent-
ly reduced by 11% (you’ll 
get 89% of your FRA en-
titlement). Your monthly 
amount will only change 

thereafter due to Cost 
of Living Adjustments 
(COLA).

* If you start your ben-
efits in August you will be 
subject to an earnings lim-
it - either a monthly limit 
of $1,770 for the remain-
ing months of the year or 
the 2023 annual limit of 
$21,240. If the monthly 
limit is exceeded you aren’t 
entitled to benefits for that 
month, or if the annual lim-
it is exceeded they will take 
back benefits equal to $1 
for every $2 over the annu-
al limit. 

Social Security will 
use whichever method 

Many times, I have 
started my articles remem-
bering the years gone by, 
and I think of my youth-
ful shenanigans as lessons 
learned, (and forgotten), 
but I realize that living in 
the past does not promote 
today’s efforts for progress, 
but remembering the past is 
crucial. 

I love the changes 
made with our comfort in 
mind but the one thing I 
miss is the civility prac-
ticed between people of 
yesteryear. Even when peo-
ple had odds with one an-
other, they practiced self-

control, and in most cas-
es, they worked out their 
schism with mutual re-
spect. We have a genera-
tion now that seems to have 
no respect for anything, or 
anyone. 

How did we get here? 
It seems to have started 
with the “Great Society” 

brought about by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson. All at 
once it became common 
for the fathers and the men 
of the house to be absent 
because then the mother’s 
and homemakers became 
eligible for food stamps 
and all manner of govern-
ment assistance. Moral cor-
rectness fell by the way-
side. It became popular to 
be immoral, illegal, and 
anti-American. Political 
correctness, identity poli-
tics, radical feminism, mor-
al relativism, postmodern-
ism, social justice, and con-
structivism are tearing up 

and leading to the down-
fall of our wonderful nation 
and making us the laughing 
stocks on the world stage. 
As a veteran it causes me 
to shed tears when I think 
of friends that never came 
home because they gave 
their lives for the freedoms 
we have since seen abused 
by the haters of America. 

I would love to see 
those that really are in love 
with this great nation stand 
up, and regardless of the 
abuse and ridicule, stand 
fast. The young Marine on 
the subway that stopped 
a dangerous situation and 

put himself in harm’s way 
for the protection of others 
is now suffering prosecu-
tion for doing exactly what 
he was trained to do. I’m 
proud of him and his ac-
tions. 

It is unfortunate that 
the imbecile he neutralized 
died, but it was his disre-
gard for others’ lives and 
their personal safety that 
set this episode in action. 
Not so long ago, the Ma-
rine would have been given 
a medal from a grateful city 
for the heroic stand he took 
for the protection of others. 

Where do we start 

if we are going to bring 
our society back from the 
brink of complete destruc-
tion? Remember, our so-
ciety is made up of indi-
viduals that, like it or not, 
are on the same spaceship 
called Earth. It may seem 
as though there is a lot of 
space on our spaceship,  
but there really is no hid-
ing place to get away. Each 
one of us needs to recog-
nize our responsibility for 
one another, act like a su-
per-sized family, and start 
using our GOD-given abili-

See HAYDEN Page 7A

Comfort is one thing to be grateful for, but civil unrest is not

The Apopka Chief

Hurricane season has begun; 
prepare for stormy weather 

Can I claim SS at 65 if I’m working?

Duke Energy Florida urges cus-
tomers to plan for active 2023 hur-
ricane season

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. – Me-
morial Day weekend means the un-
official start of summer, which is 
followed by another summer pas-
sage, the beginning of hurricane 
season, which runs June 1 through 
Nov. 30.

The National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration predicts 
a hurricane season with 12 to 17 
named storms this season. Of those 
storms, the organization estimates 5 
to 9 could become hurricanes with 
1 to 4 of those to be a Category 3 
or higher with winds of 111 mph or 
greater.

Duke Energy encourages its 
customers to prepare for potential 
hurricanes and other severe storms 
and to have a plan to protect their 
family and property during the 
storm season.

Duke Energy also takes steps 
to prepare. Throughout the year, the 
company makes improvements to 
its electric grid to make it stronger 
and more resistant to outages from 
extreme weather and enable faster 
restoration of power when disrup-
tions occur. Improvements include 
pole and line upgrades, placing out-
age-prone lines underground and 
installing smart, self-healing tech-
nology that automatically detects 
power outages and quickly reroutes 
power to restore service faster.

In 2022, self-healing technol-
ogy helped to avoid approximate-
ly 513,000 customer outages in 
Florida, saving more than 3.8 mil-
lion hours of total lost outage time. 
Crews also trim trees and remove 
vegetation year-round that threaten 
the reliable operation of the electric 
grid. These measures are particu-
larly beneficial to customers during 
storms when vegetation is a leading 
cause of outages.

“We’ve been making upgrades 
across our system throughout the 
year to build a stronger and smart-
er power grid to serve our custom-
ers,” said Melissa Seixas, Duke En-
ergy Florida state president. “Years 
of investments in strengthening 
our grid, along with our year-round 
training and strong community 
partnerships, mean we’re ready to 
respond when and where our cus-

tomers need us.”
Duke Energy has a compre-

hensive storm response plan built 
upon decades of experience and im-
provement. Advanced forecasting 
and damage modeling processes 
help the company to place crews, 
support resources and equipment 
strategically ahead of a storm to re-
spond quickly as outages occur. 
And partnerships with peer utili-
ties provide additional resources 
to shorten response times and get 
communities back on their feet fast-
er. This collaboration is increasing-
ly important as utilities face storms 
that are growing in frequency and 
intensity.

Just as Duke Energy prioritiz-
es the safety of its crews and com-
munities, it also encourages its cus-
tomers to do the same and have a 
plan in place in case they experi-
ence an extended power outage af-
ter severe weather. Below are some 
recommended safety tips:
Before the storm:

*Create (or update) an emer-
gency supply kit to save valuable 
time later. The kit should include 
everything an individual or family 
would need for at least two weeks, 
especially medicines, water, non-
perishable foods and other supplies 
that might be hard to find after a 
storm hits.

*Keep a portable radio or TV or 
a NOAA weather radio on hand to 
monitor weather forecasts and im-
portant information from state and 
local officials.

*Charge cellphones, comput-
ers and other electronic devices in 
advance of storms to stay connect-
ed to important safety and response 
information. Consider purchasing 
portable chargers and make sure 
they are fully charged as well.

*Maintain a plan to move fam-
ily members – especially those with 
special needs – to a safe, alternative 
location in case an extended power 
outage occurs or evacuation is re-
quired.
During the storm:

*If an outage occurs, disconnect 
or turn off any nonessential electri-
cal equipment that may start auto-
matically when power is restored 
to avoid overloading circuits and 

The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered as Periodicals, post-
age paid at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Congress of March 23, 
1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, 
Inc., every Friday at 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An 
annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange 
County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to 
The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

Your greatness is 
not what you have, 
but what you give.

“The Lord will fight for you; 
you need only to be still.”

Exodus 14:14

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

Apopka Event of the Week Quotable
At the North Orange Branch Library, 
1211 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, the 
following class is offered: Bring Your 
Art to Life with AR (Ages 7-9), Tues-
day, June 6, from 2-3 p.m., in the 
North Orange-Computer Lab. Fill in 
a magic coloring page and watch the 
picture come to life. Registration  is 
required.

And partnerships with peer 
utilities provide additional re-
sources to shorten response 
times and get communities back 
on their feet faster.

Duke Energy plans ahead for 
storm damage from hurricanes
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Here’s my question 
about the current state of 
our country: How did we get 
here? Here being, the unre-
al costs of daily necessities 
like food, gas, and housing. 
That’s assuming they’re 
even available, which, as 
we’ve seen, isn’t necessarily 
guaranteed. In spite of what 
we’ve experienced, to hear 
this WH, this administration 
and most members of this 
party tell it, everything is 
better. That begs the ques-
tion, better than what? Cer-
tainly not better than when 
they took office.  

Okay, so they’ve been 
busy … busy doing things 
that don’t make sense and, 
contrary to their claims, 
Have. Not. Made. Things. 
Better. How is going from 
energy independence to 
raiding our oil reserves bet-
ter? How have higher prices 
for everything from gas to 
chicken, cereal and housing 
made things better? 

How does it make 
things better to literally throw 
open our borders to any and 
all who choose to break our 
laws to enter? Do they have 
their reasons? Yes. Murder-
ers and thieves have their 
reasons for what they do, 
too. But laws don’t come 
with an option to “obey” or 
“not obey”. They exist for a 
purpose. Sometimes, as 
we’re seeing now, laws are 
passed for purely political 
purposes, thus don’t nec-
essarily serve a good pur-
pose, but we’re still required 
to obey them. Supposedly, 
it’s obey or pay a price. Ironi-
cally, sometimes, we’re not 
the ones who disobey laws, 
yet we end up being the 
ones who pay the price. 

That takes me back 
to our southern border. It’s 
easy to think that those 
crossing and the  residents 
and landowners along the 

border itself are the only 
ones who suffer, but that’s 
not the case. According to 
Border Patrol, it’s impossible 
to estimate how many illegal 
aliens entered the country 
undetected, but 34,547 in-
dividuals were detected and 
not apprehended as they 
continued into the interior. 
In January, 2022, the aver-
age daily apprehension rate 
of those crossing the border 
illegally was 4,700, com-
pared to May when more 
than 7,500 were appre-
hended per day. Also in May, 
agents from Brownsville, 
Texas, to San Diego, Califor-
nia apprehended the high-
est monthly total of people 
crossing the border illegally 
in at least 23 years: 232, 
628. The statistics show that 
79 illegal immigrants were 
either found dead, or died, 
while crossing the border in 
May alone, while the hotter 
summer months will cause 
more deaths. In fact, in one 
day, May 17, last year, it was 
reported that border patrol 
found 2 people dead in the 
desert in the morning, as-
sumed to have been left 
behind by a smuggler and a 
third body was found in the 
river. (Charlotte Cuthbert-
son, Epoch Times)

Once the illegals man-
age to actually be in this 
country, we know who pays 
to house, feed, educate 
and medicate them  … that 
would be us, American tax 
payers. And, as an aside, 
who pays for damages  – 
physical and emotional – 
done to border properties 
and residents there? Then 
- perhaps someone has 
asked and answered this 
question and I just missed 
it - but I wonder how people 
who live in such poverty in 
these other countries, man-
age to come up with the 
thousands of dollars the 
human traffickers charge 
them? And, who foots the 
bill for the caravans? And, 
please don’t tell me: they 
just want a better life for 
themselves and their fami-
lies.

That’s what legal citi-
zens want, too. 

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

What do YOU think?
 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com

©2023 Patti Bankson
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 Who Pays 
the Piper?

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

• Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?

• Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate
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Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation” Report

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092

✓ Drug screening in APK and Nationally 
✓ Covid Screens     ✓ Titer Testing

✓ New Transferrin Gold TB Test

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BEAT THE HEAT AND 
BRING JOY TO YOUR 
PARTIES!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS
GOOD TIMES’ 
TOGETHER
AWAIT!

• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

For Availability and Rates Call 407-457-2934  visit www.bouncensliderentals.com 
or Email bouncensliderental@outlook.com  Licensed, insured, and S.I.O.T.O. certi� ed.

TURN ANY DAY INTO 
A JUMP-FOR-JOY 
OCCASION!
• NOW Available:
   INFLATABLE PICTURE SCREEN
• Bounce houses 
   and slide combos available 
• Different Sizes available Wet & Dry 
   Tables and chairs for up to 30 guests.
• Clean, Commercial Grade 
   Quality Units

Book NOW for 
Summertime FUN!

Book NOW for 
Summertime FUN!

Book NOW for 
Summertime FUN!

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

BOUNCE & SLIDE RENTALS

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  
FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

TRANSFORMING SPACE 
into a Place You 
& Others Love
• Staging for Homes, Businesses & Events
• Interior styling for homeowners 
  wanting to refresh their space
• Commercial staging (with project   
  management available)
• Vacation home staging
• Holiday styling • Event styling

321-370-2124 • www.homeendeared.com

Professional Home Staging &
Interior Styling for Greater 
Enjoyment!
• Staging for Homes, Businesses & Events
• Your homes fl aws can be 
  overlooked, you can relax
• Most Agents consider staging 
  a critical necessity
• Buyers can visualize themselves living there
• You will make a great profi t
• Online photos will stand-out
• Sell your house much faster

321-370-2124 • www.homeendeared.com

rotate ads
352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

IN NEED OF A CHURCH HOME?
Perhaps a Sunday service is not the best time for you.

Offers a nondenominational service every Saturday at 11AM. 
Join us for praise and worship and the word of God.

Pastor Glenn and Myrna Morris • 2501 Apopka Blvd., Apopka, FL
For more information call 407-815-4646 
or email MinistriesofGoodLife@gmail.com

Watch us live on Facebook @ 11 AM Saturday mornings!

Ministries of  Good Life

APR 2023

Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax: 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Do you need to receive or send a FAX?
If so, you can use our fax: 

407-889-4121*
APOPKA OFFICE SUPPLY

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
407-889-4455

*There is a small fee for this service.

AOS Apopka Offi  ce Supply
400 N. Park Ave., 

Apopka, FL 32712407-889-4455

Fri., June 2, 2023 thru 
Sun., June 4, 2023

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

DISCOUNT DAY 
TUESDAYS ONLY $5.95 

with the Regal Crown Club Card 
(Excluding Holidays). 
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3D SHOWINGS

SPIDER-MAN: ACROSS THE 
SPIDER-VERSE (PG) 9:50A; 
11:00A; 12:00; 1:00; 2:30; 3:00; 
4:30; 6:00; 7:00; 8:00; 9:30; 10:30
THE BOOGEYMAN (PG-13) 
11:10; 1:50; 4:40; 7:20; 10:10 
THE LITTLE MERMAID (PG) 
10:10A; 11:40A; 1:10; 4:10; 6:40; 
7:10; 9:50; 10:20 
FAST X (PG-13) 12:20; 4:00;  
7:30; 10:40
GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY 
VOL. 3 (PG-13) 11:50A; 3:20; 
6:50; 10:00 

THE LITTLE MERMAID 
(PG) 3:40
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1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/31/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% 
interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 3/26/2023 and 7/31/2023. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject 
to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided 
by federally insured, federal and state chartered �nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at 
participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. CA License CLSB #1050316. Central CA License #1096271. License #RCE-50303. OR License #198571. WA 
License #RENEWAP877BM. WA License# RENEWAW856K6. All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by 
Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual-pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. 

"Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2023 Andersen Corporation.  All rights reserved. RBA13228                                                *Using U.S. and imported parts.

Save on Windows & Doors!

Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

40% AND

OFF1

BUY ONE, GET ONE $0 Money Down
$0 Interest
$0 Monthly Payments
          for 12 months1

877-345-6770

  

to schedule your FREE consultation.
Call by July 31

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 7/31/2023. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months $0 money down, $0 monthly payments, 0% 
interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 3/26/2023 and 7/31/2023. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject 
to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided 
by federally insured, federal and state chartered �nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at 
participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. CA License CLSB #1050316. Central CA License #1096271. License #RCE-50303. OR License #198571. WA 
License #RENEWAP877BM. WA License# RENEWAW856K6. All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by 
Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual-pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. 

"Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2023 Andersen Corporation.  All rights reserved. RBA13228                                                *Using U.S. and imported parts.

Save on Windows & Doors!

Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

40% AND

OFF1

BUY ONE, GET ONE $0 Money Down
$0 Interest
$0 Monthly Payments
          for 12 months1

877-345-6770

  

to schedule your FREE consultation.
Call by July 31

ing for a specific career, 
build a project portfolio to 
get gigs, and get out and ex-
plore workplaces.

All programs include 
one-week of work readi-
ness training. Once the stu-
dents finish the Experience 

Track, they will move on to 
the Engage Track. 

“That track is for stu-
dents that already have an 
idea of an area they’d like 
to go in,” Cribb said. “That 
job placement has already 
taken place so that they can 
work and be in an area that 
they’re specifically excited 

about.” 
“Then the Explore 

track is one that is just for 
those kids that really don’t 
know (what to do) – like 
I was when I was a high 
school student, I didn’t nec-
essarily know which way I 
wanted to go,” Cribb con-
tinued. “(Explore) will give 

them experience in many 
different areas this summer 
as well as introduce them 
to some college campuses 
and just kind of give a lit-
tle taste of a lot of different 
things to help them with try 
along their decision mak-
ing of deciding which step 
to take next.”

Since Apopka Youth 
Works launched in 2017, its 
success has been building.  

“Kids love it,” Nelson 
said. “Our last year’s key-
note speaker was a girl that 
interned for Coca-Cola, and 
it’s now like, kind of almost 
managing the whole ware-
house, distribution center.”

Continued from page 1A

Youth: Program has grown since its 2017 launch

museum. The Zellwood El-
ementary and Hampton Du-
bose Academy were treated 
to Zellwood’s history. 

Zellwood History Har-
vest Day consisted of pho-
tos being brought to the 
museum for scanning by 
UCF history professor Dr. 
Connie Lester and her in-
terns. Pearl Mason, gave 
an oral history. She was an 
iconic person in Zellwood.

Docent Deloris Lynch 
remarked that the children 
were fascinated to see en-
cyclopedias, and an atlas 
book, manual typewriter, 
adding machines, our ex-
hibit of vintage cameras, 
and an old railroad tie and 
iron spikes that holds the 
rails on the tracks. 

Maureen Miller of 
Eastlake Heritage Histori-
cal Society spoke about the 
launch of the book, “Im-
ages of America: Sorrento, 

Continued from page 1A

Museums: Groups will meet again this August
Mount Plymouth and East 
Lake County.” One of the 
features in the book is the 
restoration of Sunken Gar-
dens that was a feature of 
the Mount Plymouth Hotel, 
which is no longer stand-
ing.

Lake County Parks and 
Trails has begun the resto-
ration and preservation pro-
cess.

Maribel Brinkle, presi-

dent of the Museum of the 
Apopkans, reported that 
they are planning a gala to 
celebrate their 55 years as 
a museum. They have pub-
lished a book “Celebrat-
ing Legends of Apopka” 
in honor of Black History 
Month. The cost is $10.

Susan Myers of the 
Mount Dora Historical So-
ciety spoke about the first 
annual walking tour. Presi-

dent Barrett Schwartzman 
remarked that they gained 
several new members from 
the tour. Mount Dora is 
planning an event to collect 
and scan photos for a his-
torical photo wall in Octo-
ber.

The next Museum 
Sharing Sessions meeting 
will be hosted by Mount 
Dora in August, date to be 
determined. 
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With Local Advertising
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“Circle Up” 
Swap Meet

Sat., June 24, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Westside Community Church 
1937 Lakeville Rd., Apopka

Front Lawn & Drive Circle
Old-fashioned rock swap meet. Come 
ready to buy or trade. mineral speci-
mens, rough rocks, slabs, cabochons, 
faceted stones, hand-made jewelry, 
even tools and eqipment. Don’t let the 
heat stop you, everyone will be set up 
in the shade. 
For info or vendor, call 407-949-1416.
Wekiva Gem & Mineral Society Inc.
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legals@the apopkachief.com
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on fl oridapublicnotices.com
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Tuesday, 5 p.m.
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or bring the notice to 
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or fax 407-889-4121 or Email: 
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Notices are also published online at 
www.theapopkachief.com and 

statewide on fl oridapublicnotices.com

common household con-
sumable items (new for this 
year), and eligible pet evac-
uation supplies. 

Sales tax holidays do 
not apply to commercial 
purchases of eligible pet 

evacuation supplies; sales 
within a theme park, enter-
tainment complex, public 
lodging establishment, or 
airport; or the rental of any 
of the eligible items listed 
in TIP. 

For more information, 
visit floridarevenue.com.

Continued from page 1A

Holiday: Some pet 
supplies are eligible 

Rotary Club presents check

Rotary Club of Apopka supports AHS Speech and Debate Club for an event being held in June. John De-
Clue (l) a member of Rotary, is presenting Cathy Brown, sponsor of the AHS Speech and Debate Club, and 
Samuel Nuebel, a junior who is captain of the debate team with a check to help with expenses for their trip 
to the NSDA Nationals in Arizona.

Shelove Calixte of 
Apopka graduated from 
the University of Southern 
Mississippi (USM) with a 
master of arts in the teach-
ing of languages, according 
to a Tuesday, May 23, uni-
versity news release. 

USM awarded under-
graduate, graduate and spe-
cialist degrees to approxi-

mately 2,017 students grad-
uating in the spring 2023 
semester.

USM has campuses 
in Hattiesburg and Long 
Beach, teaching and re-
search sites in central and 
southern Mississippi and 
offers online programs. 

Calixte graduates 
from U. of S. Miss.
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Visit us at Highland Memory Gardens 
and Funeral Home to learn about our 

cremation options.

3329 East Semoran Blvd.
Apopka, FL 32703

407-869-1188
highlandfh.com

We believe it’s not just about
cremation, it’s about honoring a life!

Everybody  
has an opinion. 

Why not  
share yours?

The Apopka Chief
400 N. Park Ave., 

Apopka 32712 
For info: 407-886-2777 

Fax: 407-889-4121
Email: news@theapopka

chief.com

Send, bring or email 
your signed letters of 

approximately 250 
words to the Editor, 

Submit 
your letter 
online at

theapopkachief.com
PUB DATE:071422/071522

SHOP ACEHARDWARE.COM & ENJOY FREE PICKUP AT YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD ACE AS EARLY AS THE SAME DAY!

*Ace Rewards card Instant Savings (“Instant Savings”) amount is available only to Ace Rewards members in store (see store for details). Where applicable by law, tax is charged on the sale price before 
application of Instant Savings. You must present Ace Rewards card to receive Instant Savings in store. Instant Savings listed in this advertisement are valid through 5/16/22, at participating stores.

WITH ACE  
REWARDS CARD*

$9900
  -$30$129.00

each 20%
off

all bbq rubs, 
spices & sauces
Store stock only.  
Sorry, no rain checks.

BIGGEST BBQ EVENT

EXCLUSIVELY FOR ACE REWARDS MEMBERS

EXCLUSIVELY FOR ACE REWARDS MEMBERS

FREE 20 lb. bag of Big Green Egg®

charcoal when you buy any 
Big Green Egg® grill $399 
and up.  8697104D.

$99999
Big Green Egg® Large  
Ceramic Grill & Smoker
8695280D

Accessories sold separately.
Large Nest, 8695447D...$209.99
Large convEGGtor®, 
8697088D...$79.99
Ash Tool, 8696379D...$18.99
Grid Gripper, 8696627D...$18.99
All-Natural Charcoal Starters, 
8695355D...$6.99
RED HOT BUY

Craftsman® V20 Lithium-Ion 
• Trimmer/Blower Kit
• Drill/Impact Driver Kit
Includes 2 batteries & charger.
7010766, 2829364
Limit 1 each at this price.
RED HOT BUY

YOUR CHOICE

S A L E
$32.99

WITH ACE  
REWARDS CARD*

$2999
  -$3

S A L E
$10.99

WITH ACE  
REWARDS CARD*

$899
  -$2

each

Ace Trash Bags
• Lawn & Leaf 39 Gal. 40/Ct.
• Tall Kitchen 13 Gal. 90/Ct.
• Tall Kitchen 13 Gal. 90/Ct.
• Large Trash 33 Gal. 40/Ct.
6186753, 6208805, 6297956, 6037034
Limit 3 each at this price.
RED HOT BUY

EXCLUSIVELY FOR ACE REWARDS MEMBERS
FREE

tank reill or exchange 
when you buy any 
Weber® gas grill $399 
and up‡.  8679912.

Weber® Genesis® 
E-325S Gas Grill
8037616
RED HOT BUY

$99900

†Free Assembly and Delivery from your local Ace on grills $399+ for Ace Rewards members. At participating locations only within the local delivery area, as defined by store. Online purchases eligible when Ace Rewards member’s account is associated with its 
acehardware.com login, is currently signed in and member’s purchase is associated with a participating store. Member must select “Free Delivery From Store” and “Assembly” in cart. Delivery dates subject to availability. Offer not valid on prior purchases or ship  
to home orders. Excludes Char-Broil®. Valid through 5/16/2022. ‡Customer must provide or purchase a new tank in order to receive (1) free propane refill or exchange of a 20 lb. tank. Offer not valid on prior purchases and may not be combined with any other offer.

$89995

EXCLUSIVELY FOR ACE REWARDS MEMBERS
FREE 20 lb. bag of Traeger Pellets 

when you buy any Traeger®  
grill $399 and up. Assorted 
varieties available. 

Traeger® Pro 575
Wood Pellet 
Grill
8016781
RED HOT BUY

Control your Traeger® 
from your smartphone

Technology

ON GRILLS $399 AND UP. LOCAL DELIVERY AREA VARIES BY STORE.†

ASSEMBLY & DELIVERY
SAVE AN ADDITIONAL $100  

ON SELECT TRAEGER®  
PRO SERIES GRILLS

4/29 THROUGH 5/8 ONLY

Roundup® Extended Control 
Weed & Grass Killer Plus 
Weed Preventer, 1.1 Gal.
7330210  Limit 2 at this price.
Weed & Grass Killer Concentrate Plus,  
36.8 Oz., 74142...SALE $25.99 -$4 With  
Ace Rewards Card,* You Pay $21.99. Limit 2 at this price.
RED HOT BUYcartersacehardware.com

APOPKA  ACE HARDWARE 
530 S. Park Avenue Apopka, FL 32703

(407) 889-4111
  apopkaace@gmail.com

(321) 203-2141
huntclubace@gmail.com

ACE HARDWARE OF HUNT CLUB
510 S. Hunt Club Blvd Apopka, FL 32703

APOPKA
The BEST of

2021
APOPKA

The BEST of

2021

at participating stores

$19900

EGOTM POWER+ 56 Volt
15” String Trimmer with 
Rapid Reload Head
7804867 
15” POWERLOADTM String Trimmer,
7804818 ... $249.00
16” LINE IQTM String Trimmer,
7026061 ... $329.00
RED HOT BUY

$64900

EGOTM POWER+ 56 Volt Touch 
Drive Self-Propelled Mower
• Includes 7.5 amp lithium-ion battery 
and rapid charger
• 21” cutting deck
• Mulch, side discharge, bag
7015865
RED HOT BUY

$21900

EGOTM POWER+ 56 Volt 615 CFM Handheld Blower
7014318
670 CFM Handheld Blower, 7018658 ... $269.00
765 CFM Handheld Blower, 7026058 ... $329.00
RED HOT BUY
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SAVE on EGO Outdoor Power Equipment!
Power Beyond Belief

April 2023
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If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (855) 897-0671

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (855) 897-0671

N.A.O.M.I. Kids will have Family 
Fun Day on Saturday, June 17, 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. at Kit Land Nelson Park, 10 S. For-
est Ave., Apopka. There will be free admis-
sion, free parking, free games and vendors. 

FAmly Fund Day will include bounce 
house, music, raffle, and celebrity dunk-
ing. Guests can check in at the N.A.O.M.I. 
Kidz welcome booth and get a thank you 
bag, vendor card, and free raffle ticket. 
Guests visit each vendor and get their card 
stamped. The first 100 kids to return the 
vendor card will get a surprise pack. 

Those who are helping to organize 

Family Fun Day include members of the 
Apopka Fire department, members of 
the Apopka Police Department, Austin’s 
Army, the City Council, Kasheta Farms, 
Pepsi, N.A.O.M.I. Kids staff and board, 
and vendors and volunteers. 

N.A.O.M.I. Kids aims to support the 
community to help meet families’ needs by 
providing services such as summer camps. 
N.A.O.M.I. stands for “Never Alone Over-
coming Many Issues.” 

For more information about the non-
profit, visit naomikids.com. 

N.A.O.M.I. Kids will host 
Family Fun Day June 17

A squad of about 10 of-
ficers from the Apopka Po-
lice Department visited the 
Apopka Museum to tour 
the exhibits and learn more 
about the city’s history and 
culture.  

At the request of Offi-
cer Gregory Abrignani, the 
Apopka Museum, locat-
ed on East Fifth Street in 
Apopka, created an early 
morning event on April 14 
to accommodate the sched-
ule of his squad, according 
to a Tuesday, May 30, state-
ment from the museum. 

At 6 a.m., the officers 
were greeted by the muse-
um president and staff who 
were themselves eager to 
learn more about the de-
partment’s work in the lo-
cal community. Officers 
were given a guided tour of 
the museum’s exhibits by 
museum technician Justin 
Baker.  The tour introduced 
the officers to the history 
and culture of Apopka and 
the surrounding area. 

“The tour was such a 
success that more Police 
squads have requested to 

have a tour of our exhib-
its throughout the year,” 
Apopka Historical Society 
President Maribel Brinkle 
said in the statement. “We 
are committed to promot-
ing a greater understanding 
and appreciation of Apop-
ka’s cultural heritage, and 
we believe that partner-
ships with local organiza-
tions like the police depart-
ment are key to achieving 
that goal.”  

The visit was part of 
the department’s ongo-
ing efforts, under the lead-

Apopka police visit city museum, speak with staff
ership of Apopka Police 
Chief Michael McKinley, 
to strengthen ties with the 
local community and build 
trust and understanding be-
tween law enforcement and 
residents. 

The visit to the muse-

um was just one of many 
community engagement 
initiatives undertaken by 
the Apopka Police Depart-
ment in recent months. 
From hosting community 
events and neighborhood 
patrols to working with lo-

cal schools and businesses, 
the department is striving to 
build strong relationships 
with the people it serves 
and keep Apopka safe and 
vibrant. 



The Apopka Chief, June 2, 2023, Page 6A

(See message below above church list.)

Wo r l d w i d e , 
thousands of 
people commit 

suicide every day, which is 
testimony to the fact that 
life is just too much for  
many people to handle. 
We’ve all had  days, or 
perhaps weeks or even 
months, where we 
understand the bitter 
pessimism and suffering of 
people who long for death. 
But when things get that 
bad, we really must turn 
things over to God and say 
“Dear  Lord, I just can’t 
handle this by myself.” 
And that is also when we  
should not just be asking 

God for  help, but also our 
friends and family, and if 
you don’t have family or 
friends that can help, you 
should try  asking a 
complete stranger, or 
calling  a crisis hotline. 
Especially in these times 
of social isolation we can 
feel  very alone in the 
world and we should not 
feel bad about reaching 
out to others, even perfect 
strangers. You might be 
surprised how willing 
others are to help. The real 
tragedy when people 
commit suicide is that 
there were probably family 
and friends who were 

willing to help, if only they 
knew how badly the 
person was feeling. And 
even when there aren’t 
close friends or family to 
help, there are crisis 
hotlines available at the 
touch of a button (or the 
dialing of a phone, as it 
were). The National 
Suic ide Prevent ion 
Lifeline is 800-273-8255 
(800-273-TALK). Finally, 
God is always there to 
help, if only we can be 
humble enough to get 
down on our knees and 
ask for it.          – 
Christopher Simon

“As surely as the 
Lord lives, I can tell 
him only what the 
Lord tells me.”
1 Kings 22:14 NIV

06/02

When the World Is Too Much

We tend to 
think of 
prophets as 

people who foretell the 
future, but that is only 
one aspect of prophecy. 
If we read the Old 
Testament carefully, we 
see that the prophets 
were wise men and 
social critics, people 
who were often called 
upon by kings to give 
them advice. The kings 
didn’t always like the 
advice they received, 
but the good prophets 
always gave it straight, 
without sugar-coating, 
and in speaking the 
unvarnished truth to 
power, often ended up 
in dire straits. Consider 
the prophet Micaiah, 
who advised King 

Ahab that he would be 
defeated by the Syrians, 
despite all of the other 
prophets telling him he 
would be victorious. (1 
Kings 22) Micaiah 
ended up imprisoned 
for his trouble, and 
King Ahab ended up 
killed in battle, with 
the dogs licking up his 
blood, as prophesied. 
Are there prophets 
today, holy men and 
women who hear the 
voice of God and speak 
truth to power, despite 
negative consequences? 
The people in power 
frequently do not like 
to be told the truth, but 
that is what prophets 
do. Where are the 
prophets today? 
    –Christopher Simon

What Prophets Do What Prophets Do

Add Your Church 
To Our List. Call 
(407) 886-2777

Newspaper 
readers are 

ACTIVE 
CONSUMERS!

     AME
 St. Paul AME
 407-889-4464
Anglican
 Anglican Community 
 Fellowship
 Find us at: theacf.net
Apostolic
 Apostolic Church of Jesus
 407-886-2556
Assembly of God
 Apopka Assembly of God
 407-886-2806
 One Church
 Markham Woods
 407-774-0777
Baptist
  Apopka First Baptist
 407-886-2628
 First Antioch Missionary 
 Baptist Church
 407-963-5398
 First Baptist Church of 
 Mount Dora
 352-385-2222
 First Baptist Church of 
 Sanlando Springs
 407-788-6801
 First Baptist Sorrento
 352-383-2241
 First Baptist Church of  
 Sweetwater
 407-862-3893
 First Baptist Church
 of Tangerine
 352-383-7920
 First Baptist Church 
 of Zellwood
 407-889-0509
 Forest Avenue Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-4374
 Fountain of Life 
 Baptist Church
 of Apopka, Inc.
 407-814-8322
 Gospel Centered Church
 800-924-6850
 Hope Baptist Church
 407-886-6980
 Lockhart Baptist Church
 407-295-1133
 Northside Baptist Church
 407-884-4443
 One Way Christian Church
 www.onewaychristian 
      church.com
 The Church at Oak Level
 407-656-1523
   Pleasant View Baptist  
 Church
 407-886-6717
 Riverside Baptist Church
 407-295-3850
 Springs Community 
 Baptist Church
 407-889-2240
 St. Luke’s Full Gospel 
 Baptist Church
 352-735-9199

Shren Yeager
49A East 3rd Street, Apopka

407-880-3167
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Apopka Auto Upholstery
48 W. 4th Street, Apopka

(behind Advance Discount Auto)
407-889-0011

In business 45 years
Charlene & Paul Fitzgerald, Owners

When you 
advertise 

in this section, 
you get the best 
of both worlds: 

low-cost ads AND 
targeted 

advertising!

Maximize your marketing 
dollars by FOCUSING your 
advertising campaign on 
a concentrated market!

Visit us online at 
TheApopka
Chief.com

 Trinity Baptist Church
 407-886-2966
 Wekiwa Springs
 Baptist Church
 407-886-7864
Bible
 Bear Lake Bible Chapel
 407-563-3931
Biblical Science
 IDMR
 321-948-3298
Catholic
 St. Francis of Assisi
 407-886-4602
Charismatic Episcopal
 Ascension Church, CEC
 407-880-9555 
Christian
 Christ Centered 
 Christian Church
 321-331-0036
 Journey Christian Church
 407-884-7223
 Real Life Christian 
 Church
 352-735-LOVE
Christian Science
 Christian Science Church
 407-389-4200
Church of Christ
 Apopka Church of Christ
 407-889-2636
 Central Church of Christ
 407-869-1419
 Church of Christ 
 of Plymouth
 407-886-1466
 Church of Christ 
 of West Orange
 407-656-2770
 Tri-City Church of Christ
 407-920-1757
 10th Street Church of Christ
 407-884-4835
Church of God
 Church of God of Zellwood
 407-886-3074
 Grace Street Church of God
 407-298-9188
 Healing Waters Church 
 of God
 407-886-3780
 Park Avenue Worship 
 Center
 407-886-2696
 Sorrento Church of God
 352-735-4245
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints
 Apopka Ward
 407-880-9877
Episcopal
 Church of the Holy Spirit
 407-886-1740
Faith and Word
 Word of Life
 407-886-7427
Full Gospel
 Millenium of Glory
 407-814-0041

 New Covenant 
 Perfecting Ministries 
 407-880-8898
Holiness 
 St. Elizabeth Church of
          God by Faith
          407-886-6290
          St. Matthew Holiness
 407-889-2274
 Temple of Faith Church
 407-884-6960
Independent
 True Temple of God
 407-880-8181
Interdenominational
  New Vision 
 Community Church
 407-886-3619
 Northwest Community 
 Church
 407-578-2088
 One Accord Christian 
 Fellowship Church
 407-523-3002
Jewish
 Congregation Beth Am
 407-862-3505
 Congregation of Reform 
 Judaism
 407-645-0444
Lutheran
 St. Paul Lutheran
 407-889-2634
Methodist
 First United Methodist
 407-886-3421
 Bear Lake United Methodist
 407-862-1531
 Zellwood United Methodist
 407-889-4426
Moravian 
 Rolling Hills 
 Moravian Church
 407-332-8380

Nazarene
 Calvary Church of 
 the Nazarene
 407-889-2148
 Apopka Springhill 
 Church of the Nazarene
 407-884-8322

Non-Denominational
 Anointed Word Family 
 Worship Center
 407-886-4989
 Casa De Oración 
 Internacional
 321-239-7680
 Center of Faith Church 
 for All People
 407-464-9375
 Church on the Edge
 407-869-1133
 City of Destiny (The)
 407-884-6322 
         Compass Community   
 Church
 407-880-6110

 Dayspring Community 
 Church
 407-814-4996
 Everlasting Covenant 
 Christian Center
 407-884-8598
 Faithworks Church
 302-293-1391
 Freedom Fellowship
 407-299-6311
 Freedom Ministries
 407-886-6006
 Grace Gospel Church
 321-438-4554
 Grace Pointe Church
 407-889-3383
 Graceworx 
         Community Church
 321-228-4599
 Happy Hill Ministries
 407-889-0583
 Holy Tabernacle Church
 407-928-8617
 Hosanna To The Highest 
 Ministries
 407-491-4266
 Inspire
 407-415-6218
 Ministries of Good Life
 407-703-7464
 New Life Praise 
 Worship Center
 407-880-3421
 New Beginning 
 Worship Center 
 352-455-9173
 New Life Word of Faith
 321-460-8205
 Orlando Church of 
 Christ
 407-823-7370
     Philemon Ministries
 407-718-7179
 Rejoice in the Lord 
 Ministries
 407-814-7643
 Remnant Christian Center
 407-703-7346
 Renewal Church
 407-410-5378
 Servants of God Ministries
 407-814-8255
 Sorrento Christian Center
 352-735-4447
 Spirit of Life 
 Christian Church
 407-886-4570
 Tangerine 
 Community Church
 352-383-4173
 The Shabach Church
 407-445-1230
 True Words of God 
 Tabernacle of Meeting
 407-227-8829
 Victory Church World 
 Outreach Center
 407-889-7288

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14

In the fear of the Lord is 
strong confidence: and his 
children shall have a place 
of refuge.

Proverbs 14:26

Maximize your 
marketing
 dollars by 

FOCUSING your 
advertising 

campaign on a 
concentrated 

market!

Pentecostal
 Church in the Son
 407-246-0001
 Faith Fellowship Church
 407-741-3750
 Ministerios Getsemani
 407-310-8672
 Prince of Peace 
 Pentecostal Missionary 
 Church, Inc.
 407-889-9269
   Pentecostals of Apopka
 407-889-3802
 Way of Grace Ministries
 407-292-9998
Presbyterian
 First Presbyterian 
 of Apopka
 407-886-5943
 St. Andrews Presbyterian  
 Church
 407-293-6802
Reformed Church in America
 Rolling Hills 
 Community Church
 407-886-7664
Seventh-day Adventists
 Apopka Seventh-day 
 Adventist
 407-889-2812
 Florida Living SDA 
 Church
 407-284-7472 
 Forest Lake
 407-869-0680
 Franco-Haitian
 407-296-4368
 Genesis Spanish
 509-264-4873 
 Maranatha 
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-290-1800 
 Mount Olive
 407-886-0430
 Orlando Filipino
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-292-9210
 Orlando Vietiamese
 Seventh-day Adventist
 407-339-4974
 Pine Hills
 407-291-4816
 Plymouth-Sorrento
 407-884-0595
Templo Bíblico
 Templo Asamblea Bíblica
 Lake Howell Branch 
 Chapel
 407-814-4465
Unity
 Unity Church of 
 Christianity
 407-295-9181
Ukrainian
 St. Mary’s (Protectress) 
 Ukrainian 
 407-880-1640 • 
 386-848-9888

But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; They 
shall mount up with wings like 
eagles, They shall run and not 
be weary, They shall walk and 
not faint. Isaiah 40:31

Wisdom is the principal 
thing; Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get 

understanding. Proverbs 4:7

First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States

Congress cannot make a law that favors the establishment of one particular religion; 
that prohibits the free exercise of religion; or that restricts freedom of speech or of the 
press, or the right of the people to gather and engage in peaceful demonstration and to 

petition the government for redress of their grievances.
www.TheApopkaChief.com | news@theapopkachief.com | 407-886-2777

As a group, 
they have 

tremendous 
buying power!

Please support these advertisers that support your freedom to worship.

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

232 W. Michael Gladden Blvd.
Apopka, Florida 32703

“Attend your place of worship this week”

MARVIN C. ZANDERS
FUNERAL HOME

407-886-3388   Hwy. 436/441 

But those who wait on 
the Lord Shall renew 
their strength; They shall 
mount up with wings 
like eagles, They shall 
run and not be weary, 
They shall walk and not 
faint. Isaiah 40:31

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Wednesdays, 10 a.m.

Holy Tabernacle Church
2501 Apopka Blvd.
Call for more info:
407-928-8617

In the same way, 
let your light 
shine before 

others, that they 
may see your 
good deeds 

and glorify your 
Father in heaven.

Matthew 5:16In the same way, 
let your light shine 
before others, that 
they may see your 

good deeds and 
glorify your Father 

in heaven.

Matthew 5:16

Casa De Oracion Interna-
tional
321-239-7680

(See message below above church list.)

Wo r l d w i d e , 
thousands of 
people commit 

suicide every day, which is 
testimony to the fact that 
life is just too much for  
many people to handle. 
We’ve all had  days, or 
perhaps weeks or even 
months, where we 
understand the bitter 
pessimism and suffering of 
people who long for death. 
But when things get that 
bad, we really must turn 
things over to God and say 
“Dear  Lord, I just can’t 
handle this by myself.” 
And that is also when we  
should not just be asking 

God for  help, but also our 
friends and family, and if 
you don’t have family or 
friends that can help, you 
should try  asking a 
complete stranger, or 
calling  a crisis hotline. 
Especially in these times 
of social isolation we can 
feel  very alone in the 
world and we should not 
feel bad about reaching 
out to others, even perfect 
strangers. You might be 
surprised how willing 
others are to help. The real 
tragedy when people 
commit suicide is that 
there were probably family 
and friends who were 

willing to help, if only they 
knew how badly the 
person was feeling. And 
even when there aren’t 
close friends or family to 
help, there are crisis 
hotlines available at the 
touch of a button (or the 
dialing of a phone, as it 
were). The National 
Suic ide Prevent ion 
Lifeline is 800-273-8255 
(800-273-TALK). Finally, 
God is always there to 
help, if only we can be 
humble enough to get 
down on our knees and 
ask for it.          – 
Christopher Simon

“As surely as the 
Lord lives, I can tell 
him only what the 
Lord tells me.”
1 Kings 22:14 NIV
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When the World Is Too Much

We tend to 
think of 
prophets as 

people who foretell the 
future, but that is only 
one aspect of prophecy. 
If we read the Old 
Testament carefully, we 
see that the prophets 
were wise men and 
social critics, people 
who were often called 
upon by kings to give 
them advice. The kings 
didn’t always like the 
advice they received, 
but the good prophets 
always gave it straight, 
without sugar-coating, 
and in speaking the 
unvarnished truth to 
power, often ended up 
in dire straits. Consider 
the prophet Micaiah, 
who advised King 

Ahab that he would be 
defeated by the Syrians, 
despite all of the other 
prophets telling him he 
would be victorious. (1 
Kings 22) Micaiah 
ended up imprisoned 
for his trouble, and 
King Ahab ended up 
killed in battle, with 
the dogs licking up his 
blood, as prophesied. 
Are there prophets 
today, holy men and 
women who hear the 
voice of God and speak 
truth to power, despite 
negative consequences? 
The people in power 
frequently do not like 
to be told the truth, but 
that is what prophets 
do. Where are the 
prophets today? 
    –Christopher Simon

What Prophets Do What Prophets Do

 Orlando
 407-841-2351

Daytona 
386-693-6715

Since 1987

Lakeland 863-937-2837 Titusville 321-362-2325

Monuments - Headstones
Batts Funeral Home & Monuments

Your affordable friend in the funeral business.

Your Credit is Always Good at Batts Funeral  Home
Easy Credit - Easy Terms - Payment Plans

Affordable for Any Family’s Budget

Cremation 
Starts at 

$39900

BATTS FUNERAL 
HOME

• Since 1987 •

407-953-6556

• Cremation 
starts at $399
•Affordable for

any budget

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

LOOMIS FAMILY FUNERAL HOMES
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

VISIT OUR ONLINE OBITUARY

See Obituaries on page 7A

MICHAEL DEAN GALLAGHER, 65, of Apopka, Florida passed 
away on May 20, 2023. Mr. Gallagher was born on October 6, 1957 in 
Altus, Oklahoma. He passed away surrounded by his loving friends. He 
will be dearly missed by all of his friends and fishing buddies.

…

OSCAR DOUGLAS HOWARD, 89, of Altamonte Springs, Florida 
passed away on May 27, 2023. Mr. Howard was born on February 3, 
1934 in Bell County, Kentucky. Mr. Howard is preceded in death by his 
parents John and Sarah Howard; siblings Thelma Howard Asher, Jean 
Howard Thompson, Mildred Howard Osborne, Betty Howard Mills, JW 
Howard, and Robert Howard; as well as his grandson’s Travis Jon Back-
us and Robert Douglas Backus. He is survived by his children Shan 
(Robert) Backus and Robin (Bill) McGaughy; siblings Orville (Helen) 
Howard and Henry Howard; brother-in-law Tom Mills; grandchildren Brit-
tany (Dennis) Harper and Kendahl (Chase) Steele; as well as his great 
grandchildren Kendrek Josiah Harper and Atleigh Rae Harper. 

…

Obituaries
NANCY LAMONTE, age 66, passed away on Saturday, May 27, 

2023 at her home in Apopka, Florida surrounded by loved ones. She 
was born Nancy Jean Nesbit on March 22, 1957, in Ontario, Canada. 
She was the second of eight children born to Robert and Ann Nesbit. 
Nancy married Phillip Shaun Flavin in June of 1978, and together they 
raised their beautiful daughters. Nancy is survived by her children; Julie 
(Buddy) De la Fuente, Nicole Flavin and Lindsay (Alan) Johnson, broth-
ers; Robert Nesbit, Barton Nesbit, Dean Nesbit, Sisters; Dawn Cole and 
Karen (Mark) Dakel, five grandchildren; Landon, Karis, Cruz, Cyrus and 
Zeke and countless nieces and nephews, all of whom brought her great 
joy and happiness in her life. She was preceded in death by her parents 
Robert and Ann Nesbit and her two sisters Patricia Rector and Barbara 
St Pierre.

…

Honor Your Loved Ones
Call 407-886-2777 to find out about our designed Obituaries 

and Memorials or visit www.TheApopkaChief.com/obituaries

Tell them you saw it in
The Apopka Chief
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ties to make this work. 
Oh, wait a minute! You mean, I 

have to put up with that neighbor that 
plays the radio so loud it rattles my 
windows? Have you ever tried to be 
a friend when the radio is off? Have 
you ever asked him, or her, to turn the 
radio down? Yeh, but…. We all use 
the “yeh, but’s” too much and then we 
find fault because they should have 
read our minds. Turn it around. I love 
classical country music, and I like it 
loud when I’m outside. I keep think-
ing that if I expose my neighbors to it, 
they will start to like it too. Unfortu-
nately, that is not the case. 

My Mexican-born neighbors on 
the one side seem to be more in tune 
with Spanish style music, and my oth-

er neighbors seem to enjoy different 
genre so, I keep my volume down out 
of respect for their choices of music. I 
have come to realize I’m not the rea-
son this planet goes round ‘n round. 
None of us are the pilots of this craft 
but all of us have responsibilities, as 
fellow passengers, to keep our space 
in tune with all the other passengers’ 
spaces. If we practiced tolerance and 
concern for others the way we want to 
be treated, this ship would sail much 
smoother, and we would be more 
aware of those in need of help and 
those who cannot seem to get it to-
gether. 

If you think this solution is im-
possible to accomplish, you may be 
part of the problem. Something must 
be done. We are getting close to the 
breaking point, and it is up to “We the 

People” to show the world that self- 
government can work. If you are one 
of those that think this nation is down 
for the count, pack your ditty bag, 
and take a hike! The United States of 
America fought two wars on our soil, 
one was for freedom from a nation led 
by a monarchy, and the other for free-
dom from bondage, and to provide 
equality for every person. 

Have we been perfect in all our 
dealings? Absolutely not, but our con-
stitutional republic is the closest thing 
you can get to freedom for all, and 
that starts with civility being exer-
cised by all of us. 

Like I stated before, even those 
that bellyache about the United States 
of America being so bad, they still 
stay and enjoy the benefits. 

It starts with you and I, NOW!

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: Treat others as you want to be treated

A L L  A B O U T  A P O P K A

 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, un-
der the Act of Congress of March 23, 1879. The Apopka Chief 
newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., ev-
ery Friday at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-
3417. An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County 
and $30 outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. 
Postmaster: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. 
Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Maxwell Frost (Dist. 10) ............. 202-225-2176
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

yields the smallest penalty.
• Beginning in 2024, you will be 

subject only to Social Security’s an-
nual earnings limit, which will be 
something more than the 2023 an-
nual limit of $21,240. If you exceed 
the 2024 (or 2025) annual limit, So-
cial Security will take away $1 in 
benefits for every $2 you are over the 
limit (half of what you exceed the 
limit by). The annual limit will be in 
effect until you reach your full retire-
ment age of 66 years and 8 months in 
April 2026. 

Since your husband has already 
reached his FRA, working full time 
will not negatively affect his month-
ly Social Security benefits if he 
chooses to claim his SS benefits now. 
However, if he hasn’t yet claimed 
your husband is already earning De-
layed Retirement Credits (DRCs) 
which will increase his benefit when 
he later claims. DRCs are earned 
monthly (.667% per month; 8% per 

year) and can be earned up to age 
70 when maximum SS benefit is at-
tained. For your husband, his age 70 
benefit would be 29% more than he 
was entitled to at his FRA. Whether 
it is wise to wait longer to claim de-
pends on life expectancy, but break 
even age is about 83 for those who 
wait until 70 to claim (vs. claiming at 
FRA). FYI, average life expectancy 
for a man your husband’s current age 
is about 84; for you about 87.

Since you are both still working 
full time, be aware that – depending 
on your combined income from all 
sources – your Social Security ben-
efits will become part of your taxable 
income. As a married couple both 
working full time, your combined in-
come will likely be over the $44,000 
threshold after which income tax will 
be levied on up to 85% of your So-
cial Security benefits received dur-
ing the tax year (using your normal 
IRS tax rate). I suggest you consider 
the income tax implications of claim-
ing Social Security while you are still 

working full time. 
You did not ask about Medicare, 

but if you (and your husband) now 
have “creditable” healthcare cover-
age from your employer (“creditable” 
is a group plan with at least 20 par-
ticipants) you can defer enrolling in 
Medicare Part B until your employer 
healthcare coverage ends, thus avoid-
ing the Medicare Part B premium 
while you are working. 

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association 
(NSSA). NSSA and the AMAC Foun-
dation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Secu-
rity Administration or any other gov-
ernmental entity. To submit a ques-
tion, visit our website (amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-security-
advisory) or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Continued from page 2A

Security: Benefit limits do change yearly

Nancy LaMonte, age 66, 
passed away on Saturday, May 
27, 2023 at her home in 
Apopka, Florida sur-
rounded by loved 
ones.

She was 
born Nancy 
Jean Nesbit 
on March 22, 
1957, in Ontario, 
Canada. She was 
the second of eight 
children born to 
Robert and Ann Nesbit. 
She grew up in Michigan 
and in the summer of 1973, the 
family moved to Florida where 
she attended Lyman High 
School. Nancy married Phillip 
Shaun Flavin in June of 1978, 
and together they raised their 
beautiful daughters.

Nancy loved classic 
rock, traveling and was a 
devoted Tampa Bay Bucca-
neer football fan. She worked 
several jobs in the fi eld of 
Optometry and Ophthalmology 
which included the Florida Eye 
Clinic in Altamonte Springs. In 
February of 1999, she married 
Gary LaMonte. 

After moving to Immo-
kalee, Florida, she worked as a 

cashier for the Seminole 
Casino Hotel.

Nancy is 
survived by her 
children; Julie 
(Buddy) De la 
Fuente, Nicole 
Flavin and 
Lindsay (Alan) 
Johnson, broth-

ers; Robert Nesbit, 
Barton Nesbit, Dean 

Nesbit, Sisters; Dawn 
Cole and Karen (Mark) 

Dakel, fi ve grandchildren; 
Landon, Karis, Cruz, Cyrus and 
Zeke and countless nieces and 
nephews, all of whom brought 
her great joy and happiness in 
her life.

She was preceded in 
death by her parents Robert 
and Ann Nesbit and her two 
sisters Patricia Rector and 
Barbara St Pierre.

Please send all fl owers and 
condolences to Waldon Funeral 
& Cremation Services, at 3560 
Plymouth Sorrento Rd., Apopka, 
Fl., Memorial service will be held 
there on Saturday, June 3, 2023 @ 
2:00 pm.

Nancy LaMonte

do not open freezers 
or refrigerators more 
than necessary. Open-
ing will allow food to 
thaw more quickly. 

*In case of strong 
winds, stay away from 
windows and doors, 
even if they are cov-
ered. Seek shelter in 
a small interior room, 
closet or hallway on 
the lowest floor.

*Should the cus-
tomer or someone they 
know lose power, they 
can view outage resto-

ration using the Out-
age Map. The outage 
map shows currently 
reported outages and 
any estimated times of 
restoration. Customers 
can drill down to their 
neighborhood and 
even address.
After the storm:

*Stay away from 
power lines that have 
fallen or are sagging. 
Consider all lines ener-
gized, as well as trees, 
limbs or anything in 
contact with lines.

*If a power line 
falls across a car that 

you are in, stay in the 
car. If you must get out 
of the car due to a fire 
or another immediate 
life-threatening situ-
ation, do your best to 
jump clear of the car 
and land on both feet. 
Be sure that no part 
of your body touches 
the car when your feet 
touch the ground.

For more tips on 
how to prepare for 
storm season and how 
Duke Energy can help, 
please visit duke-en-
ergy.com/StormTips. 
For storm or power 

restoration updates, 
follow Duke Energy 
on Twitter (@DukeEn-
ergy) and Facebook 
(Duke Energy).
Outage reporting:

Before the storm 
hits, customers should 
contact us to make 
sure their contact in-
formation is up to date 
and their communica-
tion preferences are 
noted, so they receive 
proactive updates on 
the status of a power 
outage they may expe-
rience.

Customers who 

experience an outage 
during a storm can re-
port it the following 
ways:

*Use the Duke 
Energy mobile app – 
Download the Duke 
Energy App from a 
smartphone via the 
Apple Store or Google 
Play.

*Visit duke-ener-
gy.com on a desktop 
computer or mobile 
device.

*Text OUT to 
57801 (standard text 
and data charges may 
apply).

*Call the automat-
ed outage-reporting 
system for your utility: 
Duke Energy Florida: 
800.228.8485

Customers can find 
more at duke-energy.
com/outages/alerts.

Customer service 
specialists also will be 
available to manage 
customer calls should 
the need arise, with 
more than 1,500 ad-
ditional corporate re-
sponders from across 
all Duke Energy juris-
dictions available to 
assist as needed.

Continued from page 2A

Duke: Power line damage can energize all lines, surrounding areas 

vitality, private sector rede-
velopment, quality of life, 
and community pride.

I researched the origi-
nal CRA documents from 
Apopka, Ocoee, and Win-
ter Garden. Unfortunate-
ly, the 1994 Apopka docu-
ment, while aspirational, 
is lacking a plan, vision, or 
detail.

I stand by the Presi-
dent Reagan quote, “If you 
fail to plan, you plan to 

fail.”
Fortunately, in 2017, 

the City of Apopka created 
a CRA plan. This plan has 
many aspects and details, 
which if followed, would 
result in a successful re-
birth of downtown Apop-
ka. One positive develop-
ment from the written plan 
has been the repaving of 
the 6th Street parking lot. 
Most of us have enjoyed 
the new establishments and 
are looking forward to the 
new murals. I’m also hear-

ing city staff speak of go-
ing out for procurement for 
a new trail and upgraded 
sidewalks to connect the 
downtown area to the West 
Orange Trail. This will be a 
positive development once 
completed.

The 2017 plan lists 
some other positive strat-
egies such as improved 
infrastructure – direc-
tional signage, wayfind-
ing features, and upgraded 
streetscape. The plan rec-
ommends the city adminis-

tration develop an awards 
program which matches 
citizen contributions for 
beautification. Economic 
development efforts could 
go a long way to realizing 
private sector investment.

Business support from 
the Apopka Chamber could 
lead to new businesses lo-
cating in previously resi-
dentially zoned areas. For 
our restaurants to thrive 
we need more employees 
in the area. Also, a histori-
cal property recognition 

Continued from page 2A

Moore: The city of Apopka created a positive CRA plan in 2017 
program headed up by the 
Apopka Historical Society 
could bring more tourism 
and interest downtown.

Finally, I am not obliv-
ious to all the rancor and 
hostility currently circu-
lating through Apopka. 
It pains me to see folks 
spending so much time and 

energy fighting one anoth-
er. There is a solution. Get 
busy doing something posi-
tive. 

I believe, together, 
we could positively im-
prove the trajectory of the 
area and extend ten more 
years of county funding for 
downtown Apopka.

Oscar Douglas Howard, 
89, of Altamonte Springs, 
Florida passed away on May 
27, 2023. Mr. Howard was 
born on February 27, 1934 
in Bell County, Kentucky. 
Mr. Howard is preceded in 
death by his parents John 
and Sarah Howard; siblings 
Thelma Howard Asher, Jean 
Howard Thompson, Mildred 
Howard Osborne, Betty 
Howard Mills, JW Howard, 
and Robert Howard; as well 
as his grandson’s  Tra-
vis Jon Backus and Robert 
Douglas Backus. He is sur-
vived by his children Shan 
(Robert) Backus and Robin 
(Bill) McGaughy; siblings 

Orville (Helen) Howard and 
Henry Howard; brother-in-
law Tom Mills; grandchildren 
Brittany (Dennis) Harper and 
Kendahl (Chase) Steele; as 
well as his great grandchil-
dren Kendrek Josiah Harper 
and Atleigh Rae Harper. 

Mr. Howard worked 
for Orange County Public 
Schools where he taught at 
Apopka Memorial Middle 
School. He also coached 
basketball and football at 
Apopka Memorial Middle 
School. Mr. Howard was 
a huge Kentucky Wildcats 
fan, he loved the Lord and 
his family was everything 
to him. He will be dearly 
missed by his many loved 
ones and friends. 

His legacy will live on 
through us forever.
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Puzzle Solution
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Solutions to the Crossword Puzzle found on page 8A of this newspaper.
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Lunch Sunday BrunchDinner

407 - 464 - 1036
Sunday - Thursday 11am-9pm
Friday - Saturday 11am-10pm

1701 Rock Springs Rd. 
Apopka, FL 32712

Lunch Sunday BrunchDinner

407 - 464 - 1036
Sunday - Thursday 11am-9pm
Friday - Saturday 11am-10pm

1701 Rock Springs Rd. 
Apopka, FL 32712

25%
Good for  d ine  in 

or  take  out .  Not  to 
be  combined with 
other  coupons or 
d iscounts.  Must 
present  th is  ad .

OFF 2 Lunch 
or 2 Dinner

Entrees

Expires June 30, 2023
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Dining & Entertainment
Please support our local businesses.

Welcome to Caffé Positanos,

• Our sauces are made fresh daily
• The house salad dressing is made from scratch
• Only the �inest ingredients are used  

Call us for take out orders!

Visit us at www.caffepositanos.com

We are located at
3030 E. Semoran Blvd, 

Apopka, FL 32703 • 407-774-8080
1665 WP Ball Blvd, Sanford, FL 32771 • 407-531-1151

where food is our passion
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   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Call me for a quote today

Local service
& great rates

Subscribe, Renew or Pay Online Today At 

TheApopkaChief.com

STAY CURRENT WITH APOPKA
Daycare cuts ribbon 

The Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce celebrated the grand opening of Blue Jay Academy 4 Kidz Tues-
day, May 16, at the school’s location, 229 E. Fifth St., Apopka. The summer camp opened on Monday, May 
29, for a 10-week run until August 4, and the daycare itself opens in August. Tania Rosario (in pink dress) 
is the daycare director, and Daniel Rosario, her husband (in blue shirt), is the office manager. 

Foliage Garden Club installs officers

The Foliage Garden Club of Apopka installed officers for 2023-2024 at the May luncheon meeting. Gwen 
Carter FFGC District VII Director (far left) officiated at the installation. New officers (l-r) are President 
Pat D’Amico, First Vice Presidents Pamela Smith-Groseclose and Leslie Dempsey (absent), Second Vice 
President Charlotte White, Treasurer Carol Johns, Corresponding Secretary Jeanne Gorman, and Recording 
Secretary Ann Mixson.

Save 
$4,0001551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL

www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678

Veterans, Active 
Military and First 

Responders

GET $1,000
rebate

Qualifying buyers will receive exclusive $1,000 Bonus Cash good toward the purchase or lease of 
any eligible new vehicle: select 2022/2023 model vehicles. Eligible members include the following 
US Military Branches: Active Military Personnel in the Army, Navy, Air/Space Force, Marines, Coast 
Guard, National Guard. Reservists service on Active Duty and members of the Delayed Entry/
Enlistment Program (DEP), All Veterans, Retirees, Spouse/Surviving Spouse and other household 

members. See salesperson for full details and qualifications. Offer ends 07/05/2023.

1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL
www.MullinaxFordFL.com • 407-972-1678
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