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Retired colonel Dr. Sanford 

L. Graves of Apopka

celebrated his 97th birthday
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Apopka and Wekiva high 

school football teams began 

practice this week.

See page 1B.
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When the state released its lat-
est projections for the revenue that 
it sends to city and county govern-
ments across Florida, the numbers 
came in about $1.3 million higher 
than previously projected for the city 
of Apopka.

Originally, state revenue fore-
casts for the 2020-2021 fiscal year
that starts on October 1 called for Apopka to receive a 
total of nearly $8.7 million in revenue-sharing funds, 
and half-cent sales tax dollars. The new projection re-
leased in late August now calls for Apopka to get just 
over $10 million. The difference is $1.342 million.

But, as nice as it was to see those higher numbers, 
Mayor Bryan Nelson and City Administrator Edward 
Bass are somewhat skeptical that the city will actually 
see the higher dollar amount.

“I’m shocked because I don’t think it’s going to hit 
those numbers, but they’re the ones who give us those 
numbers and that’s what we have to work with. We’ll 

By John Peery
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The Apopka City Council spe-
cial election for Seat 2 has drawn four 
candidates, one a former city commis-
sioner, another who was a candidate 
two years ago, and two newcomers to 
Apopka political races.

All four filed their paperwork on
Thursday, August 27, to run for the 
spot on the City Council that was cre-
ated when Alice Nolan resigned on 
August 4 about four months past the 
midway point of her first term. Earli-
er this summer, Nolan announced that 
she is being treated for lung cancer.

In running for Seat 2, Diane 
Velazquez will be seeking her old seat 
back. She served from 2014-2018 in 
the slot before losing to Nolan. In 
2018, Gene Knight was one of four 
candidates who ran for Seat 1 now 
held by Commissioner Alexander 
Smith.

Also qualifying to run for Seat 
2 are Nick Nesta and Yesinia “Jesi” 
Baron. Both are new to Apopka po-
litical races.

The special election for Seat 2 
will be on the November 3 gener-
al election ballot, which will also in-
clude the presidential election be-
tween Democrat Joe Biden and Presi-

dent Donald Trump, the Republican.
Each of the City Council candi-

dates paid $636 to qualify, which is 
based on the commissioner’s salary 
of $15,900.

Because the city election will fol-
low the same parameters as the gener-
al election, voters will be able to cast 
their ballots in their usual precincts on 
November 3, but if one person does 
not get a majority of the votes cast, a 
runoff election will be held December 
8 and that election will be held at the 
two city precincts, one at the Apopka 
Community Center/VFW and one at 

By Teresa Sargeant 
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Orange County Public 
Schools’ accomplishments such as 
its nationally recognized academ-
ic programs and its obstacles such 
as dealing with positive cases that 
have popped up in schools was the 
topic of the Apopka Area Chamber 
of Commerce’s most recent event. 

The Chamber hosted Chair Te-
resa Jacobs of the Orange Coun-
ty School Board for its monthly 
Breakfast and Learn on Tuesday, 
September 1, on Zoom. For Break-
fast and Learn, the Chamber invites 
local leaders to discuss various 
economic, political, and social is-
sues impacting local communities. 

Jacobs became the chair of the 
Orange County School Board in 
November 2018. She previously 
served two terms as Orange County 

mayor and two terms as an Orange 
County commissioner. She and her 
husband, Bruce, have four chil-
dren, all of whom attended OCPS 
and graduated from Olympia High 
School. 

When the pandemic hit in 
March and students had to stay at 
home since spring break, they had 
to pivot to distance learning until 
the end of the 2019-2020 school 
year. After a summertime of re-
viewing how to improve its dis-
tance learning platform, OCPS 
launched its new instructional 
model LaunchED@Home in Au-
gust, which enables students to fol-
low the traditional bell schedule 
and for the teachers to deliver les-
sons at home, as they would in the 
classroom. 

Now, 60 percent of more than 
212,000 OCPS students are en-
rolled in LaunchED@Home. How-

ever, students “are not supposed to 
be glued to the computer for six 
hours a day,” Jacobs said.  

Baptiste Orthodontics, the 
sponsor of the Tuesday, Septem-
ber 1 Breakfast and Learn event, 
opened its third office in the region
in fall 2018. 

Over the last 10 years, Baptiste 
Orthodontics has been a partner in 

education with over 40 schools of 
the 180 in OCPS including those in 
Apopka.

“For a skeptic, they would 
look at this and say that this is just 
an easy way to market to potential 
clients. That would be the case if 
we supported specific key schools,”
said Dr. Andre Baptiste, owner of 
Baptiste Orthodontics and Cham-
ber member. “But as a team, we de-
cided to support the schools not by 
the ZIP codes that we’re in, but by 
the relationships that we build with 
each school.” 

Positive cases in OCPS

As of Monday, August 31, 
OCPS had a total of 164 teachers 
staff or students combined that re-
ceived quarantine letters from the 
Florida Department of Health, Ja-
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In his four-decade career as an 
agriculture teacher before retiring, 
Apopka City Commissioner Alexan-
der H. Smith constantly strove to help 
students understand that agriculture 
plays a role in everyday life outside of 
farming, specifically, “That agricul-
ture is important and that it’s a part of 
their lives each and every day, regard-
less of what resource they choose. It’s 
life-long skills that they’ll be able to 
use the rest of their life,” he said in a 
telephone interview. 

Smith will be one of three indi-
viduals to be inducted into the FFA 
Hall of Fame on September 21 at the 
Florida FFA Leadership Conference 
Center in Haines City. The other two 
inductees will be Lunie “L.O.” Bald-
win, and William Riley “W.R.” Few-
ox. 

Smith said he was “excited” and 

“a little surprised” at the news of his 
induction into the FFA Hall of Fame 
when the foundation’s secretary 
called him. 

During his 40-year career, Smith 
served as an agriculture teacher and 

FFA adviser at five high schools and
middle schools in Central Florida. He 
taught at Dr. Phillips High School for 
the last 29 years before retiring from 
Orange County Public Schools in 
2016. 

“The thing that I loved (about my 
career) was to see young people get 
inspired and get excited about agri-
culture when they learn that it wasn’t 
what they really thought it was, and 
that they were willing and open to 
new experiences,” he said. 

The challenge of teaching agri-
culture lies in getting students to think 
outside the box regarding various ca-
reer paths beyond farming such as ag-
riculture lawyer, forest ranger, wild-
life officer, and corporate jobs.

“I think the challenge is even 
more so now because in a lot of our 
neighborhoods, agriculture is not as 
visible as it used to be when individu-

Yesinia “Jesi” Baron Gene Knight Nick Nesta Diane Velazquez

Four to run for City Council seat

City leaders skeptical 

about good financial
news from state

Bass

See NEWS Page 8A See COUNCIL Page 3A

See HALL Page 5A

A little blue heron takes time to groom itself along the 
Lake Apopka Wildlife Drive. The free, one-way, 11-mile 
drive is open each Friday through Saturday and on 
most federal holidays. The gate, located at 2850 Lust 
Road, Apopka, opens at 7 a.m. and closes at 3 p.m. All 
drivers must be off the wildlife drive by 5 p.m.

Looking good
Retired teacher named to FFA Hall of Fame

School board chair speaks to Chamber members online

Alexander Smith
. . . Hall of Famer

Teresa Jacobs
. . . School board chair

See SCHOOL Page 3A

• No Interest Financing Available
• Gentle, High Quality Dental

Work including Dentures
• Accepting New Patients Ages 30+

• In Network with Many Major PPO’s
• Oral Sedation for Dental Anxiety

• Emergencies Welcome
(based on availability)

407-884-1846 1585 Rock Springs Rd., Apopka (Near 
Publix in the Wekiva Plaza)

COMPREHENSIVE ADULT DENTISTRY

Providing Extraordinary Care for Extraordinary Patients

www.petrillidmd.com

Celebrating over 25

years of exceptional

service to the
Apopka area!

Richard Petrilli, DMD, PA

APOPKA
The BEST of

2019

Open regular business hours.



 SEPTEMBER 4 – My 
research assistant (wife 
Marilyn) came up with a 
White House release list-
ing President Trump’s ad-
ministration accomplish-
ments as of September 
2018, which totaled 50. 
 There have been many 
more since then, but I’ll 
start with these 50 from 
September 2018, that make 
most previous presidents 
look like a White House 
butler.

1. Almost 4 million 
jobs created since election 
from these 50.     

 2. More Americans are 
now employed than ever 
recorded before in our his-
tory. 
 3. We have created 
more than 400,000 man-
ufacturing jobs since his 
election.
 4. Manufacturing jobs 
growing at the fastest rate 
in more than three decades.
 5. Economic growth 
last quarter hit 4.2 percent.
 6. New unemployment 
claims recently hit a 49-

year low.
 7. Median household 
income has hit highest lev-
el ever recorded.
 8. African-American 
unemployment recently 
achieved the lowest rate 
ever recorded.
 9. Hispanic-American 
unemployment is at lowest 
rate ever recorded.
 10. Asian-American 
unemployment recently 
achieved the lowest rate 
ever recorded.

 11. Women’s unem-
ployment recently reached 
the lowest rate in 65 years.
 12. Youth unemploy-
ment has recently hit the 
lowest rate in nearly half a 
century.
 13. Lowest unemploy-
ment rate ever recorded for 
Americans without a high 
school diploma.
 14. Under his admin-
istration, veterans’ unem-
ployment recently reached 
its lowest rate in nearly 20 

years.
 15. Almost 3.9 million 
Americans have been lifted 
off food stamps since the 
election.
 16. The pledge of 
American workers had re-
sulted in employers com-
mitting to train more than 
4 million Americans. 
 We are committed to 
vocational education.
 17. 95 percent of U.S. 

“My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my 
commandments. For length of days, and long life, and 
peace, shall they add to thee.” Proverbs 3:1 and 2.

Mema SaysThis Week In God’s Word

We don’t have to 
agree on anything 
to be kind to one 

another. 

Another week of our 
blended learning model has 
gone by in this most un-
usual school year. We are 
continuing to work out is-
sues as they arise. 

It most certainly is not 
perfect, but I do believe 
everyone is doing the very 
best they can in these un-
usual circumstances.

As many of you know, 
we have had positive cas-
es reported in our Apopka 
schools. This was of course 
expected as we have spread 

in the community. 
When a positive case 

is reported to the school ei-
ther by a staff member or 

a student’s family, the ad-
ministration has a very de-
tailed procedure they must 
follow for each case. The 
important thing to know is 
that we are working with 
the Orange County Depart-
ment of Health for all con-
tact tracing.

Therefore, the school 
contacts the DOH and 
gives them the information 
surrounding the case. The 
DOH handles it from there 

In this environment 
knowing senior adults and 
families are suffering from 
isolation, lost activities, 
and even fear of attending 
church, I wanted to cre-
ate meaningful activities. 
Thus, the idea of Driving 
Tours was born.

My staff and I created 
a driving tour for Lockhart 
the first two weeks of the 
COVID-19 when every-
thing was shut down. This 
past three weeks we have 
been creating four more: 
Eastern Apopka, North-
western Orange Coun-
ty, Southern Apopka and 
Central Apopka. Very few 
know a district as thor-
oughly as an elected of-
ficial. After walking to 
homes after multiple elec-
tions, building eighteen 
schools, and now hear-
ing numerous develop-
ment cases, I have learned 
a thing or two about cool 
places throughout District 
2. I want to be the cham-

pion or cheerleader for this 
part of Orange County. I 
also believe it is good to 
show our best side to pro-
spective investors, entre-
preneurs, and new busi-
nesses. 

We put together 
90-minute tours and corre-
sponding activities which 
could potentially fill up an 
entire day. We are blessed 
with so many top-rated 
county parks, environ-
mental treasures, historic 
homes and markers, and 
new and exciting develop-
ment. 

My funniest story, is 

about the historical mark-
er Piedmont Community, 
erected by the wonderful 
volunteers at the Museum 
of the Apopkans. 

It is a valuable com-
panion to the several ex-
hibits which portray the 
lifestyle and artifacts of 
these early pioneers in the 
museum. 

Do you know where 
this marker is located? It 
is in the parking lot of the 
Super Walmart at Piedmont 
Wekiwa Road and US 441. 
It is in the northwestern 
corner closest to the Sam’s 
Club which is across the 
street. 

As I mentioned ear-
lier, one of my goals of 
the Driving Tours is to 
boast about all the great 
places in northwestern Or-
ange County. So when I 
visited the marker area the 
other day, I quickly rec-
ognized the surroundings 
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However, the latest projections from the 
state call for Apopka to receive about $1.3 
million more than the previous projection 
for the 2020-2021 fiscal year that begins 
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 It’s number-crunching time for 
the financial folks at the city of 
Apopka as the City Council will 
have a pair of budget votes over 
the next two weeks.
 In a normal year, balancing all 
the needs and wants of the various 
city departments with the revenues 
the city receives is a tough chore, 
but in 2020, the job becomes near-
ly impossible as no one can pre-
dict with anything close to certain-
ty what the future holds, especially 
when it comes to the economy.
 Of course, here in Orange 
County, our economy is closely 
tied to the tourism industry, mean-
ing that many people are suffering 
from loss of their jobs and are like-
ly having trouble just putting food 
on the table.
 For the Apopka city govern-
ment, there are plenty of questions 
from a budgetary standpoint.
 Two of the biggest revenue 
sources for the city budget come 
from sales tax paid to the state and 
then returned to local governments. 
The half-cent sales tax fund is the 
larger of those two revenue sourc-
es, while the state revenue-shar-
ing program is about one-third of 
that amount. What each local gov-
ernment receives from the state is 
based on a formula that only state 
economists understand.
 It’s those two funds that have 
caused the most havoc for Apop-
ka City Administrator Edward 
Bass. However, the latest projec-
tions from the state call for Apopka 
to receive about $1.3 million more 
than the previous projection for the 
2020-2021 fiscal year that begins 
October 1.
 Bass and Mayor Bryan Nel-
son, however, aren’t fully con-
vinced that the state’s normally re-
liable projections will be on-point 
for the next fiscal year. The iffy-
ness of the state’s economy that is 
so dependent upon tourism gives 
anyone pause when thinking about 
sales tax revenue that the state will 
receive and then dole out to cities 

and counties across Florida.
 We certainly hope that the 
state’s economists are either right 
on the mark with their estimations 
or even a little low, meaning more 
money to cities and counties across 
the state.
 We also hope that they’re re-
maining apolitical when it comes 
to their economic forecasts. In 
changing their forecasts from July 
to August, the state revenue econ-
omists took a giant leap reduc-
ing their forecasts from 27-percent 
fewer dollars to a reduction of a lit-
tle under 15 percent.
 That’s a pretty big jump in just 
a month when there is little eco-
nomic improvement to suggest 
that the new numbers are accurate. 
We’re hopeful that the forecast-
ers aren’t listening to members of 
the Florida Legislature, who might 
be telling them to keep the fore-
casts as high as possible. It would 
not be a good look for members of 
the legislature if they have to come 
back for a special session to look at 
the budget numbers again in either 
September or October, just prior to 
the November 3 general election.
 We certainly hope that 
wouldn’t be the case, but politics 
being politics, we wouldn’t be sur-
prised if the legislature were whis-
pering in the ears of the state’s 
economists to make sure that they 
create revenue forecasts that will 
make the state legislature and the 
governor look like they know what 
they are talking about when it 
comes to funding the state budget 
as well as those of local govern-
ments.
 Apopka’s leaders are being 
cautious about the upcoming fiscal 
year’s budget and rightly so as they 
navigate the financial waters that 
are not calm at all this year.
 Hopefully, the projected funds 
will actually show up so that all the 
city’s budget needs are meet from 
paying its employees a good wage 
to keep our streets paved and our 
police department funded.

See MOORE Page 6A

See CORBEIL Page 6A

See BYRD Page 6A

AFD and APD will hold a 9/11 service on 
Friday, September 11, at 8:30 a.m. on 
the front steps of City Hall, 120 E. Main 
Street. During the 30-minute service, the 
flag will be lowered to half-staff in remem-
brance of the terrorist attacks in 2001. 
The event will be live-streamed on the 
city’s YouTube channel.
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 The city of Apopka’s 
fire and police departments 
will host a 9/11 memorial 
service on Friday, Septem-
ber 11, at 8:30 a.m. on the 
front steps of City Hall, 120 
E. Main Street.
 During the 30-min-

ute service, the flag will be 
lowered to half-staff in re-
membrance of the terrorist 
attacks in New York City, 
Pennsylvania, and the Pen-
tagon. The event will be 
live streamed on the city’s 
YouTube channel.

the Northwest Recreation 
Complex.
 Early voting for the 
special election and general 
election will be held from 
October 19 through No-
vember 1 from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. each day. In Apopka, 

the early-voting site will 
be the Apopka Community 
Center/VFW, 519 S. Cen-
tral Avenue.
 There will be nearly 20 
other sites for early voting 
across Orange County, in-
cluding Amway Arena.
 If there is a runoff in 
the Seat 2 race, the only 

early-voting site will be at 
the Orange County super-
visor of elections office at 
119 W. Kaley St., Orlando.
 The winner of the elec-
tion will take office at the 
first City Council meeting 
following certification of 
the election results. That 
could mean at the Novem-

ber 18 City Council meet-
ing if a winner emerges 
from the November 3 gen-
eral election or December 
16 if a runoff election is 
held on December 8.
 The final date to reg-
ister for the city election 
and general election will 
be October 5 at 5 p.m. All 

vote-by-mail ballot re-
quests should be directed 
to the Orange County su-
pervisor of elections office. 
The telephone number for 
the office is 407-836-2070. 
The website is www.ocf-
elections.com.
 The term for Seat 2 
will end on April 26, 2022.

cobs said. That means it 
was suspect ed they’ve 
come in contact with some-
body on a school cam-
pus that tested positive for 
COVID-19. Therefore, the 
FDOH asked that the indi-
viduals are quarantined for 
14 days.

In Apopka, the con-
firmed COVID-19 cases 
were in Apopka Memori-
al Middle School, Lakev-
iew Middle School, Pied-
mont Lakes Middle School, 
Clay Springs Elementary 
School, and Rock Springs 
Elementary School.

All such cases were 
community-based incidents 
and not school-based trans-
missions. 

“One hundred-sixty 
four might sound like a lot, 
but I do want to remind ev-
erybody that when we look 
at the number of students 
that are in our schools – 
not the total number of stu-
dents, but the ones that are 
actually in classrooms right 
now, it’s over 57,000 stu-

dents,” Jacobs said. “ One 
hundred-sixty four out of 
57,000 is an incredibly 
low rate, but we are only 
into the first week-and-a-
half of school, so I think 
we all need to be realistic. 
In Orange County Public 
Schools, we know COVID 
is present in our communi-
ty and we know it’s going 
to be present in our schools. 
The goal that we have is to 
make sure that we contain it 
as quickly as we can. We do 
that through quarantines.”

Jacobs said the exis-
tence of all of OCPS’ pos-
itive cases were communi-
cated to all parents on the 
day the district was aware 
of it. If the case involves a 
student or a teacher that a 
family’s student has come 
in contact with, the Depart-
ment of Health will do the 
notifying so families can 
take protective measures 
usually consisting of the 
two-week quarantine, Ja-
cobs said.  

When the district re-
sumed face-to-face instruc-
tion on Friday, August 21, 

four Apopka-area schools 
were among the 19 Orange 
County Public Schools that 
had confirmed cases of CO-
VID-19. 

At that time, OCPS of-
ficials said there were 21 
confirmed cases across the 
county out of the approx-
imately 70,000 students 
who showed up for in-class 
instruction. 

Piedmont Lakes Mid-
dle School and Rock 
Springs Elementary School 
each had a student who test-
ed positive for COVID-19, 
while Lakeville Elemen-
tary and Clay Springs El-
ementary each had an em-
ployee who tested positive.

Jacobs addressed what 
would prompt OCPS to 
close a school or close a 
classroom, as was seen in 
Osceola County. 

“That really is a ques-
tion we work with Dr. 
(Raul) Pino of the Depart-
ment of Health (in Orange 
County) to determine when 
we have a spread and at 
what level does that spread 
rise to the level of closing 

the classroom and closing 
the school, so I can’t an-
swer it definitively,” Jacobs 
said. “I just can tell you that 
it is something that we will 
work very diligently with 
the state to make that deci-
sion.” 

Fall sports

Based on a recom-
mendation from the Flor-
ida High School Athlet-
ic Association, OCPS is 
moving forward with fall 
sports. Practice for high 
school athletics began on 
Monday, August 31, com-
petitions will begin as ear-
ly as Monday, September 
14, for most sports and var-
sity football will return on 
Thursday, September 17. 

Under OCPS Super-
intendent Dr. Barbara Jen-
kins’s direction howev-
er, cheer, dance, band, and 
other non-athletic groups 
cannot attend games be-
cause of stadiums’ limited 
space capacity of 312 peo-
ple, which is 25 percent of 
the smallest stadiums in the 
county. 

To make up for that, 
Jacobs said the district rec-
ommended that individual 
high schools host a pep ral-
ly before a sporting event 
for music, cheer, and dance 
groups with the same num-
ber of attendees in the sta-
dium. The event could be 
live streamed and then 
aired on game day for stu-
dents to watch.

Another concern is 
athletes in contact sports 
possibly contracting the 
coronavirus during games, 
especially football, then 
transferring the virus to oth-
er people in schools. With 
many parents’ approval, 
football players can either 
do LaunchED@Home or 
LaunchED at school, iso-
lating themselves in one 
area of the campus during 
instructional time for the 
season. 

OCPS achievements

Jacobs discussed some 
of the achievements OCPS 
has received in 2019-2020, 
such as being recognized 
as one of the nation’s best 

communities for music ed-
ucation by the National As-
sociation of Music Mer-
chants Foundation and 10 
of the 44 magnet programs 
being nationally recognized 
by the Magnet Schools of 
America. 

Last year, 126 high 
school seniors were hon-
ored as Super Scholars by 
the U.S. News and World 
Reports’ top 20 ranked uni-
versities, liberal arts colleg-
es, and military academies.

The district’s gradua-
tion rate has continued to 
increase over the last two 
decades, reaching 95.9 per-
cent in 2018-2019 among 
its 20 traditional high 
schools. That’s compared 
to the numbers that U.S. 
News and World Report 
reports, which is that both 
the national average grad-
uation rate and Florida’s 
are 88 percent. At the turn 
of the 21st century, OCPS’ 
graduate rate was under 50 
percent.

School: No OCPS schools have been closed due to COVID-19 issues

Council: Deadline to register for general election is Oct. 5

Continued from page 1A

Continued from page 1A

9/11 service scheduled

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  

FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 

Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

APOPKA
The BEST of

2019

TEXT JIM @ 352-302-1699 • TEXT JIMMY @ 352-697-3781 
TEXT CARMELA @ 352-697-2095

We are open for appointments 
MONDAY AND THURSDAY from 10-4 pm only

Perry’s Decorative Glass

1122 Bichara Blvd., Lady Lake, FL 32159 
www.EntryPointbyPerrys.com

Place your orders by text or phone! 
Text a picture of your door and we 

can quote the product needed!

Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Selling: “FREE” Instant Home Value
www.SellYourHomeInApopka.com

Buying: Search “ALL” Homes on the MLS
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

Call Today: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate Th is is a beautiful Christian love 
story that will captivate readers of 
all ages! Th ree couples at diff erent 
stages of their lives fi nd love in God’s 
timing with the help of a dog! 

Buy it today!
One Christmas Eve

Available at:

 Written by Apopka Author:  Lisa McClung

$29 New Patient 
Special*

*Initial visit includes 
consultation, exam & adjustment.

Call for details.

No Appointments – 
Walk-Ins Welcome

No Insurance 
Hassles – $0 Copays

Open Evenings & 
Weekends

Quality Care by 
Licensed 
Professionals

www.thejoint.com • 608 S Hunt Club Blvd., Apopka, FL 32703
Corner of SR 436 & Hunt Club Blvd. | (321) 396-1321 (407) 703-2626 • geprotection911@gmail.com

GE PROTECTION
WE PROVIDE 

COMPLETE SERVICES:

• Security Offi  cer Services
• Private Security Services
• Licensed Security 
 Offi  cers
• On-Site Security Services
• Private Investigators
• Patrol Services

Licensed 
(A2000352 and 

B1200212)
geprotection.org

WE BUY HOUSES
As-is in All Conditions:

 Val Cirino 
Providing for Private 
Patients and following 
Managed Care Companies:

Home Healthcare Services

Companion, 
Homemaker, Personal 

and Respite Care
Staff is regularly 

updated and compliant 
with COVID-19 safety 

precautions

407-494-2406

  

Established 
1979

Established 
1979

Established 
1979

Our offi ce is closed, but our offi ce staff is 
working from home.

407-884-0844

www.BriteOnline.com

We are here if 
someone needs
electrical or air 

conditioning service. COVID-19 SCREENING EMPLOYER SAFETY CHECK:
✓ Antibody Test Kits – Results in 15 Minutes
 Recent Infections (2-14 days) and Past Exposure
✓ Molecular Saliva PCR Test
 Current Infection – Results in 1-2 days
 Friendly Alternative to Nasopharyngeal Swab
✓ Low Cost High Quality Mask Available

Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Funerals don’t have to be 
Expensive to be Respectful.

(407) 880-1007

LOOMIS 
FAMILY

FUNERAL HOMES

Providing every 
family with the 
care and respect 

they deserve

Portland riots. August 
25, day 90: President Trump 
tweeted renewed calls to 
have Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown and Portland Mayor 
Wheeler call in the state’s 
National Guard “... like 
should have been done 3 
months ago… : “They must 
stop calling these anar-
chists and agitators ‘peace-
ful protesters’. Come back 
into the real world! The Fed-
eral Government is ready to 
end this problem immedi-
ately upon your request.” 

Wheeler responded by 
letter to the president’s of-
fer of aid: “Dear President 
Trump: Yet again, you said 
you offered to aid Portland 
by sending in federal law 
enforcement to our city. On 
behalf of the City of Port-
land: No thanks. We don’t 
need your politics of divi-
sion and demagoguery. 
Portlanders are onto you. 
We have already seen your 
reckless disregard for hu-
man life in your bumbling 
response to the COVID 
pandemic. And we know 
you’ve reached the conclu-
sion that images of violence 
or vandalism are your only 
ticket to reelection. There is 
no place for looting, arson, 
or vandalism in our city. 
There is no room here for 
racist violence or those who 
wish to bring their ideology 
of hate into our community. 
Those who commit criminal 
acts will be apprehended 
and prosecuted under the 
law. Tens of thousands of 
Portlanders have peacefully 
protested and marched for 
the noble cause of fixing 
our broken criminal justice 
system. They are part of the 
proud progressive tradition 
of Portlanders fighting for 
justice – from racial justice 
to economic justice to envi-
ronmental justice. When you 
sent the Feds to Portland 
last month, you made the 
situation far worse. Your offer 
to repeat that disaster is a 

cynical attempt to stoke fear 
and distract us from the real 
work of our city. In Portland, 
we are focused on coming 
together as a community to 
solve the serious challeng-
es we face due to systemic 
racism, a global pandemic 
and an economic recession. 
Stay away, please.” The let-
ter was signed, Ted Wheel-
er, Mayor of Portland. Gov. 
Brown’s Twitter response 
was to call Trump’s plea 
“political theater”  suggest-
ing Oregon has other more 
important matters to focus 
on. (More important than 
your city being destroyed?)

Wednesday, August 27, 
day 92: KOMO News report-
ed that Portland’s FBI Chief 
was shifting the agency’s re-
sources to focus more heav-
ily on the nightly protests 
in that city. Demonstrators 
have repeatedly vandal-
ized police buildings, police 
union buildings, city and 
county offices and federal 
buildings … setting fires, 
spraying graffiti and smash-
ing windows and security 
cameras. (Lawenforcementtoday.
com)

Thursday, August 28, 
day 93: Journalist Andy 
Ngo who’s been covering 
the riots for three months, 
reported that for the first 
time, there was no rioting 
Thursday night, speculating 
the reports that the FBI has 
begun actively investigating 
the BLM and Antifa extrem-
ists responsible for the riots 
may be behind the “cease-
fire”.

Friday, August 29, Day 
94: Trump supporter, Jay 
Bishop, was shot in the 
chest and died.

Candidate Joe Biden 
has defended “peaceful pro-
testers”, saying justice must 
be done. He did call vio-
lence unacceptable … after 
Jay Bishop’s death. Regard-
less, the left condones the 
violence and destruction by 
their silence.

The president contin-
ues to be blamed for every-
thing from the virus to the 
hurricanes to the riots, while 
the left continues to pretend 
their hands are clean. Obvi-
ously, they don’t know that 
pretending doesn’t make it 
so.

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

IT’S ONLY 
MAKE-BELIEVE

Comments Welcome
 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com

©2020 Patti Bankson

Support Our Local Businesses
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als had home gardens, com-
munity gardens, and things 
of that nature,” he said. 
“So, a lot of the young peo-
ple don’t really understand 
the significance of agricul-
ture. When they think of it, 
they think of large farms 
and animals and not all the 
different careers that go 
with agriculture.”

Born on June 28, 1955, 
in Thomasville, Ga., as the 
oldest of five children, Al-
exander H. Smith moved to 
Florida in 1965 and grad-
uated from Apopka High 
School in 1973. He re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree 
in agricultural education, 
with a minor in horticul-
tural sciences, from Florida 
A&M University. 

Smith attended 37 Na-
tional FFA Conventions 
over his career, bringing 
students with him each year 
and many times sponsoring 
them himself. He supported 
FFA members by purchas-
ing livestock animals at the 
local fair, a practice he con-
tinues to this day. 

For 21 years, he served 
as president of the Orange 
County Association of Ag-
ricultural Educators. He is 
a past president of the Flor-
ida Association of Agricul-
tural Educators and of the 
Florida FFA Board of Di-
rectors. 

“Alexander’s posi-
tive influence and impact 
stretched beyond his own 
students in Orange Coun-
ty,” the news release from 
the Florida FFA Founda-

tion states. “He supported 
the FFA at the state and na-
tional levels in many ways. 
Alexander took his stu-
dents to what became the 
location of the Florida FFA 
Leadership Training Cen-
ter to clear a path to the site 
and for the initial cabins. 
He sponsors the State FFA 
Floriculture Career Devel-
opment Event award. At 
the national level, Alexan-
der has been instrumental 
in recruiting minorities into 
agricultural education by 
involving himself and his 
students in national publi-
cations and videos.”

He’s a graduate of 
the first class of the Agri-
science Education Leader-
ship Program, sponsored 
by the Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Con-

sumer Services.
In 2018, he received 

the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Florida As-
sociation of Agricultural 
Educators. 

In 2018, he was elect-
ed to the Apopka City 
Council. He’s a graduate of 
Apopka’s Citizens Police 

Academy and the Apop-
ka Area Chamber of Com-
merce Leadership program, 
and currently serves on the 
Diversity and Inclusion 
Committee for the Apop-
ka Area Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Coming full circle in 
his educational journey, 

Smith launched agriculture 
scholarships at Dr. Phil-
lips High School in Orlan-
do and at his alma mater, 
Apopka High School.  

Smith and his wife Lin-
da live in Apopka and have 
five children, 12 grandchil-
dren, and one great-grand-
child.

Hall: Smith served as Orange County FFA president for 21 years

Continued from page 1A

Commercial & Residential 
Garage Doors

with a new garage door from 
Florida Door Soutions

Repair or Replacement

Call for a FREE Estimate 

407.884.5955 toll free 866-FLA-DOOR

www.FlaDoor.com
777 S. Park Ave., Apopka

Make a Statement

Where Tradition Meets GREEN
Eden Coast

LLC

DeGusipe

Dignity, Honor, � Respect

Burial: $4590 Simple 
Cremation:

$795

On-Site Crematory
407-695-CARE (2273) www.DeGusipeFuneralHome.com

D

ignity, Honor, R
esp

ec
t

SANFORD CHAPEL 905 Laurel Ave., Sanford 32771
MAITLAND CHAPEL 9001 N. Orlando Ave., Maitland 32751

OCOEE CHAPEL 1400 Matthew Paris Blvd., Ocoee 34761
UNIONTOWN & PITTSBURGH CHAPEL
65 N. Gallatin Avenue, Uniontown, PA 15401

Includes basic casket 
with 2 hour service 
in chapel / church

Limited Time Only.
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 (USPS 545-440)
 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday 
and entered as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post 
Office, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The 
Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enter-
prises, Inc., every Friday at 400 North Park Avenue, 
Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual subscription is 
$25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange County. 
Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to The 
Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community week-
ly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The newspaper 

won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, the only 

three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed and 

include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verifica-

tion. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall ........................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office ............................407-703-1701
City Administrator ....................407-703-1649
City Clerk .....................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ...................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ...................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. .............................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. ................407-703-1741
Police Chief .................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) .................407-703-1771
Job Line ........................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect...................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance .................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ...............................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.............................911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. 
It is located at 28’30 north latitude and is 
150 feet above sea level. Its population is 
about 48,000 and its total area is more than 
30 sq. mi. www.apopka.net

Animal Services ................ 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ................. 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor ................... 407-836-7370
County Commission ....... 407-836-7350
County Attorney .............. 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ............ 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ....... 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ........................ 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ........................ 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection ......... 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ...................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ........ 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ....... 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser .......... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative .... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint.. 407-836-4357
Utilities ................................ 407-836-5515
All other departments ... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency.....................911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) .....................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) .................407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ...........321-388-9808
State Representatives
Jennifer Sullivan (Dist. 31) ....352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .........850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ....407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ......................407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ....................407-317-3233
Bus routes ..................................407-317-3800
Superintendent .......................407-317-3200
School Board ............................407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .....................407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ...407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .........407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

manufacturers are optimis-
tic about the future – the 
highest ever.
 18. Retail sales surged 
last month, up another 6 
percent over last year. 
 19.  Signed the biggest 
package of tax cuts and re-
forms in history. 
 After tax cuts, more 
than $300 billion poured 
back into the U.S. in the 
first quarter alone. 
 20. As a result of our 
tax bill, small businesses 
will have the lowest top 
marginal tax rate in more 
than 50 years.
 21. Helped win U.S. 
bid for 2028 Summer 
Olympics in Los Angeles.
 22. Helped win U.S.-
Mexico-Canada united bid 
for 2026 World Cup.
 23. Opened ANWR 
and approved Keystone XL 
and Dakota Access Pipe-
lines.
 24. Record number of 
regulations eliminated.
 25. Enacted regulatory 
relief for community banks 
and credit unions,
 26. Obamacare indi-
vidual mandate penalty 
GONE.
 27. His administra-
tion is providing more af-

fordable healthcare options 
for Americans through as-
sociation health plans and 
short-term duration plans. 
 28. Last month, the 
FDA approved more af-
fordable generic drugs than 
ever before in history. 
 And, thanks to our ef-
forts, many drug compa-
nies are freezing or revers-
ing planned price increas-
es.
 29. He reformed the 
Medicare program to stop 
hospitals from overcharg-
ing low-income seniors on 
their drugs, saving seniors 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars this year alone.
 30. Secured $6 billion 
in NEW funds to fight the 
opioid epidemic.
 31. Reduced high-dose 
opioid prescriptions by 16 
percent during his first year 
in office.
 32. Signed VA Choice 
Act and VA Accountabil-
ity Act, expanded VA tele-
health services, walk-in 
clinics, and same day ur-
gent primary and mental 
health care.
 33. Increased our coal 
exports by 60 percent; U.S. 
oil production recently 
reached all-time high. 
 34. U.S. is a net natu-
ral gas exporter for the first 

time since 1957.
 35. Withdrew the U.S. 
from the job-killing Paris 
Climate Accord.
 36. Cancelled the il-
legal, anti-coal, so-called 
Clean Power Plan.
 37. Secured record 
$700 billion in military 
funding: $717 billion next 
year.
 38. NATO allies are 
spending $69 billion more 
on defense since 2016.
 39. Process has begun 
to make the Space Force 
the sixth branch of the 
Armed Services.
 40. Confirmed more 
court judges than any other 
new administration.
 41. Confirmed Su-
preme Court Justice Neil 
Gorsuch and nominated 
Judge Brett Cavanaugh.
 42. Withdrew from 
the horrible, one-sided Iran 
Deal.
 43. Moved U.S. Em-
bassy to Jerusalem.
 44. Protecting Ameri-
cans from terrorists with 
the travel ban, upheld by 
Supreme Court. 
 45. Issued executive 
order to keep open Guanta-
namo Bay.
 46. Concluded a his-
toric U.S.-Mexico Trade 
Deal to replace NAFTA. 

And, began negotiations 
with Canada.
 47. Reached a break-
through agreement with 
E.U. to increase U.S. ex-
ports.
 48. Imposed tariffs on 
foreign steel and aluminum 
to protect our national se-
curity.
 49. Imposed tariffs on 
China in response to Chi-
na’s forced technology 
transfer, intellectual prop-
erty theft, and their chroni-
cally abusive trade practic-
es. 
 50. Net exports are on 
track to increase by $59 
billion this year. 
 We have BE-
GUN BUILDING THE 
WALL. Republicans want 
STRONG BORDERS and 
NO CRIME. 
 Democrats want 
OPEN BORDERS which 
equals MASSIVE CRIME.
 
 
 “The wicked flee when 
no man pursueth: but the 
righteous are bold as a lion. 
 For the transgres-
sion of a land many are the 
princes thereof: but by a 
man of understanding and 
knowledge the state thereof 
shall be prolonged.” 
 Proverbs 28:1 and 2.

Continued from page 2A

and questions the school. 
They determine who 

needs to quarantine and 
test.

The DOH is currently 
using the CDC guidelines 
that indicate that persons 

within six feet for more 
than 15 minutes indicates 
significant enough expo-
sure to warrant testing. So, 
if a positive case is in a 
classroom but no one was 
within close contact with 
that person for an extend-
ed time period, they will 

not be contacted for testing 
and quarantine. So, a posi-
tive case does not neces-
sarily mean an entire class 
will be sent home.

As with everything 
surrounding this virus, this 
could change at any time. 
As the CDC learns more 
about this virus, the guide-
lines change and so do 
ours. It’s frustrating, but it 
is the situation when deal-
ing with a new virus.

On the positive side, 
I am hearing great things 
from parents and teachers 
that procedures are work-
ing well in most cases. 

I’ve had a few is-
sues shared with me where 
cleaning needed to be in-
creased and it was handled 
quickly. 
 I always encourage 
you to reach out to your 
principals if issues need to 
be addressed first. Then, I 
welcome you to reach out 
to me so we can help get 

problems solved if needed.
Managing just our 30 

percent of students who 
have returned to face-to-
face learning within the 
confines of safety from the 
virus is challenging for ev-
eryone involved. 

Our schools are work-
ing so hard to do every-
thing right in an effort 
to prevent spread in the 
schools. 

I still encourage ev-
eryone to be patient as ev-
eryone navigates this crazy 
time. 

In the past couple 
weeks, the superinten-
dent made decisions sur-
rounding fall sports that 
some parents are not hap-
py about. I understand the 
frustration that some sports 
like freshman and JV foot-
ball have been delayed. 

I understand the disap-
pointment that spirit activi-
ties like cheer, band, and 
dance won’t be participat-

ing in varsity games at this 
point.

I know it is difficult to 
understand these decisions, 
but I do want people to un-
derstand that managing the 
safety of our students and 
staff is very challenging to 
manage district wide and 
the superintendent has real 
concerns with starting a 
contact sport like football. 

Her concern is that if 
a large number of students 
are at the games, it greatly 
increases the pool of stu-
dents that would need to 
be involved in contact trac-
ing and it could very easily 
shut down a high school. 

That is what she is try-
ing to avoid by limiting at-
tendance at these games. 

With that being said, 
she has said that if the 
games go well in the be-
ginning, they will look at 
expanding the participation 
by other groups.

The schools have been 

working closely with the 
district to figure out other 
ways for the other groups 
like band and cheer to par-
ticipate in spirit activities 
for the schools like pre-re-
corded pep rallies, etc.

Again, none of this 
is ideal or normal. I know 
this. We all know this. Ev-
eryone is affected. Even 
groups that my daughter 
is involved in are affected 
like drama and debate. 

All debate tourna-
ments are going to be on-
line this year which is not 
ideal for delivering speech-
es or debating.

As we continue to 
move through this, please 
remember that. We are all 
affected and doing the best 
we can to get through this 
so remain patient and most 
of all, help your children to 
understand this is not for-
ever. 

This is just what we 
have to do for now.

Continued from page 2A

needed some attention. I 
determined the next time 
I shopped at Walmart I 
would talk to the manager. 

Well, he walked out 
to the area with me to see 
the marker. He never knew 
one existed on the proper-
ty. He has worked there for 
thirteen years. 

He was thrilled to 

know about the marker 
and is now more than will-
ing to step up maintenance 
around the walkway, bench 
and marker. He was just 
glad I care about Walmart 
and the surroundings.

My second interest-
ing story is I needed more 
information about Sadie 
Trimble. She is the wealthy 
benefactor of Trimble Park 
in the Mt. Dora portion of 

Orange County. 
I found little on Sadie. 
Well, I was meeting 

Sonny Connor for break-
fast on another issue up in 
Tangerine, and happened 
to ask him if he could help 
me on finding information 
about Sadie Trimble. 

And guess what?  He 
is Sadie’s grandson and his 
memory is impeccable. 

More about her later, 

but suffice it to say, I have 
lots of fun ideas for the 
100th anniversary of Trim-
ble Park.

The four Apopka-ar-
ea tours are called: East-
ern (Piedmont, Wekiwa 
Springs, Rock Springs); 
Northwestern (Plymouth, 
Zellwood, Tangerine), 
Southern (Lakeville, Clar-
cona, Paradise Heights); 
Central (South Apopka 

and Downtown). Stops in-
clude county, state and city 
parks, historical markers, 
special older homes, his-
tory murals, antique edu-
cational facility, city hall, 
museum, church, funeral 
home, cemetery, and much 
more.

I’m working on shar-
ing these tours  – display-
ing a few hard copies in 
the North Orange Library 

and Canon Coffee, digi-
tal versions at www.ocfl.
net/District2 and photos of 
the brochure pages on FB: 
Orange County District 2 
Commissioner; and Ah-
apopka. 

It has been a fair 
amount of work. I wanted 
to bring a bit of happiness 
and learning through local 
history to my constituents 
during these difficult days. 

Continued from page 2A

Corbeil: Republicans want strong borders

Byrd: You are always encouraged to reach out to your principals

Moore: There are four Apopka area tours that have been planned
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

TEXT AMENDMENT TO 
POLICY 3.1.i, APOPKA 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Sec. 
163.3187 and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, 
Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.4.7(B) that the City of Apopka 
proposes to amend the Comprehensive Plan, 
Future Land Use Element, Policy 3.1.i to 
amend the Commercial Future Land Use 
Designation to allow a nursing home, 
assisted living facility and independent 
care facility uses to have a maximum fl oor 
area ratio of 2.0 where located at a Planned 
Development Zoning Category. 

Apopka City Council

Notice is given that a public hearing for 
the adoption of the proposed amendment 
to the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity will be held by the City 
of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council 
Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. 
Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
September 16, 2020, beginning at 7:00 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.  

Affected parties and the public may 
appear at the above listed hearing to 
speak. The proposed Future Land Use Text 
Amendment can be inspected at the Apopka 
Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be 
advised that, under State law, if you 
decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a 
record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, 
which record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to 
participate in any of these proceedings 
should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 
120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, 
Telephone: 407-703-1704, via email at 
cityclerk@apopka.net or by U.S. Mail 
to City of Apopka, Attn:  City Clerk’s 
Offi ce, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, FL 
32703, no less than 48 hours prior to the 
proceeding.

September 4, 2020

ORDINANCE NO. 2770
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE CITY OF 
APOPKA, BY AMENDING POLICY 3.1.i 
OF THE FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.
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 Voting continues for the annual Best 

of Apopka Readers’ Choice Awards.

 Sponsored by The Apopka Chief 
and The Planter, the 2020 Best of Apop-

ka Readers’ Choice Awards honors the 

achievements of businesses, entrepre-

neurs, and individuals in the Apopka 

area.

 “We know this is an incredibly chal-

lenging time right now for businesses, 

service organizations, and for families,” 

said Jackie Trefcer, marketing director 

for the newspapers. “This year, the Best 

of Apopka Readers’ Choice Awards are a 

way for the greater Apopka community 

to give a formal thank-you and encour-

agement to the places frequented regu-

larly. These are the businesses and the 

people that have made the Apopka area a 

place that we can be proud to call home.”

 Trefcer said the annual vote is a tra-

dition where the newspapers hope to find 
and honor the best of the city.

 “As Apopka continues to grow and 

change, the Best of Apopka has become 

even more exciting, with new places 

opening and old favorites being revisit-

ed. We ask people to choose this year’s 

Best of Apopka winners by voting for 

your favorites throughout as many cat-

egories as possible.

 “This is a roadmap to the finest and 
top-notch businesses chosen by voters, 

the residents, and patrons who rely on 

them. Winning an award like this raises a 

business profile and ultimately can grow 
business by promoting their win. The re-

sults each year clearly shows that many 

area businesses are doing the right thing 

by their customers and clients.”

 Publisher John Ricketson said noth-

ing has changed for the program that is 

now a decade old.

 “After 10 years, our mission for the 

Best of Apopka is no different. We still 

strive to unveil what’s up-and-coming, 

give credit where it’s due to those who 

deserve recognition and provide use-

ful information to our loyal readers,” he 

said.

 Last year, more than 75,000 votes 

came through the voting system.

 “This year promises to be more ex-

citing as more readers and local busi-

nesses participate. Many have invested 

a lot of time, money, and many hours to 

set the highest standards to achieve the 

greatest goals for their businesses. In re-

turn, they’ve become an inspiration to 

our community, but most importantly, 

they have earned the respect and trust of 

their patrons,” Ricketson said.

 Every year in August and Septem-

ber, the voting process is opened for the 

Best of Apopka Readers’ Choice Awards. 

During this five-and-a-half-week win-

dow, everyone can vote for whatever 

local store, restaurant, business, or per-

son he or she feels should hold a Best of 

Apopka title.

 People are allowed one ballot per 

email address and can vote for as many 

businesses as they want. A minimum of 

10 votes must be placed per ballot to be 

validated. Voting can be done at www.

theapopkachief.com. 

 Once the voting period ends, results 

are added up and the top three business-

es in each category will be notified. The 
winners will be announced in the 2020 

Best of Apopka Reader’s Choice Awards 

publication that is scheduled to be pub-

lished October 23 in The Apopka Chief, 
and October 29 in The Planter. 

 To help businesses promote their 

participation in this annual event, there 

are promotional and marketing tools 

available to use or download at www.

theapopkachief.com.

 The deadline for online voting is 

Wednesday, September 16, at noon.

 For more information, call The 
Apopka Chief at 407-886-2777.

Voting still ongoing in Best of Apopka awards
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the property owner(s) noted below 
and shown in the attached vicinity map have made application, 
in accordance with Florida Statutes 171.044, the Apopka Code of 
Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 
2.5.1.A, to the City of Apopka City Council, for ANNEXATION of the 
property shown in the following map:

Apopka City Council

The proposed annexation, as indicated in the map of this 
advertisement, may be inspected by the public in the City of Apopka 
Community Development Department, and/or the offi ce of the City 
Clerk, at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida (Apopka City Hall).

NOTICE is hereby given that the public hearings to consider the 
future adoption of Ordinance Number 2789 will be held by the City 
of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meetings in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 East Main 
Street, on Wednesday, September 16, 2020 beginning at 7:00 P.M. and 
on Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter 
as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you 
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you 
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with 
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

August 28, 2020
September 4, 2020

ORDINANCE NO. 2789
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY CHS 
MANAGEMENT CORP; LOCATED SOUTH OF LENT ROAD AND EAST OF 
PLYMOUTH SORRENTO ROAD; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE 
CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Parcel I.D. Number: 19-20-28-0000-00-016 
Contains:  8.85 +/- acres

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the property owner(s) noted below 
and shown in the attached vicinity map have made application, 
in accordance with Florida Statutes 171.044, the Apopka Code of 
Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 
2.5.1.A, to the City of Apopka City Council, for ANNEXATION of the 
property shown in the following map:

Apopka City Council

The proposed annexation, as indicated in the map of this 
advertisement, may be inspected by the public in the City of Apopka 
Community Development Department, and/or the offi ce of the City 
Clerk, at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida (Apopka City Hall).

NOTICE is hereby given that the public hearings to consider the 
future adoption of Ordinance Number 2788 will be held by the City 
of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meetings in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 East Main 
Street, on Wednesday, September 16, 2020 beginning at 7:00 P.M. and 
on Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter 
as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you 
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you 
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with 
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

August 28, 2020
September 4, 2020

ORDINANCE NO. 2788
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY 
JOSEPH L SANDRONI ESTATE; LOCATED NORTH OF OCOEE APOPKA ROAD 
AND WEST OF S. BRADSHAW ROAD; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO 
THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

Parcel I.D. Number: 16-21-28-0000-00-238
Contains:  8.76 +/- acres

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

902 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka

You’re ApproveD!

$700
(407) 880-3900

Bad Credit • No Credit • Bankruptcy • Divorce
Come See Why 75% of Our Business is Repeat!

From

Down
*Some Restrictions Apply

Every Customer 
Receives:

*FREE Warranty
* FREE Oil Changes
* We Report to the 

Credit Bureau
* 7 Day Exchange 

Guarantee

apopkacars.com

We’re Here
 and Open! 
Always practicing 

safe distances

CAN’T PAY YOUR MORTGAGE? 
UNWANTED INHERITANCE? RELOCATION? 

NO MONEY FOR TAXES? I CAN HELP!
CALL ME TODAY!
IN BUSINESS 11 YEARS
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN by the City of 
Apopka, Florida, that the City Council 
will hold a public hearing at Apopka 
City Hall, Council Chambers, 120 E. Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida, at the City 
Council meeting of   Wednesday, September 
9, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. and Wednesday, 
September 16, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as possible, to consider 
the adoption of the following ordinance:

Apopka City Council

Interested parties may appear at this 
meeting and be heard with to the proposed 
ordinance. The proposed ordinance is 
available for inspection in the City 
Clerk’s Offi ce located at 120 E respect. 
Main Street, Apopka, FL 32703.    

Please be advised that, under State law, 
if you decide to appeal a decision made 
with respect to this matter, you will 
need a record of the proceedings and may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record 
is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based.   In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), persons with disabilities 
needing assistance to participate in 
any of these proceedings should contact 
the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 
407-703-1704, via email at cityclerk@
apopka.net or by U.S. Mail to City of 
Apopka, Attn:  City Clerk’s Offi ce, 120 
E. Main Street, Apopka, FL 32703, no less 
than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

September 4, 2020

ORDINANCE NO. 2790
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, 
CONSENTING TO THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE ORANGE COUNTY SOUTH 
APOPKA AREA 11/2018 MUNICIPAL 
SERVICE BENEFIT UNIT ON LAND 
RECENTLY ANNEXED INTO THE CITY 
OF APOPKA, FLORIDA; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICTS, AND SETTING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Subscribe, Renew or Pay Online Today At 
TheApopkaChief.com

STAY CURRENT WITH APOPKA



Commercial & Residential 

with a new garage door from 
Make a Statement

866-FLA-DOOR

Commercial & Residential 
Garage Doors

with a new garage door from 
Florida Door Soutions

Repair or Replacement

www.FlaDoor.com
777 S. Park Ave., Apopka

Make a Statement

Where Tradition Meets GREEN
Eden Coast

LLC

Call for a FREE Estimate 

407.884.5955 toll free 866-FLA-DOOR
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be monitoring them closely 
just like we’re doing now,” 
Bass said.
 Mayor Nelson said the 
projections for Apopka are 
based on sales tax revenue 
that is closely tied to the 
tourism industry in Orange 
County and because the in-
dustry has not rebounded 
from being closed due to 
COVID-19, the state’s rev-
enue projects could be a bit 
high.
 “We’re nervous be-
cause over 50 percent 
of our sales tax revenue 
comes from tourists. We’re 
nervous because in order to 
meet those projections, it’s 
(tourism tax revenue) got to 
come back to almost within 
pre-COVID numbers to get 
to those projections,” Nel-
son said.
 The state projections 
call for 16.5 percent fewer 
dollars from the half-cent 
sales tax fund for the 2020-
2021 fiscal year vs. 2019-
2020, and 11.4 percent less 
money from the state rev-
enue sharing from the cur-
rent fiscal year when com-
pared to the next fiscal year.
 “If you’re 100 percent 

(normal in local sales tax) 
and the tourists are only 
down 50 percent, you’re 
still at a 25-percent reduc-
tion (overall in sales tax 
revenue),” Nelson said, ex-
plaining that tourism ac-
counts for 51 percent of 
sales tax revenue in Orange 
County.
 The mayor said the 
state economists are ex-
pecting the economy to re-
bound in a big way from 
April 2021 through Sep-
tember 2021.
 “They say the third 
and fourth quarter are when 
it’s going to go like this 
(hand pointing up), but if 
you’re so far down, you 
can’t make it up,” he said. 
“You can’t get to 120 per-
cent hotel occupancy to get 
to where you need to be to 
make those numbers work. 
I hope I’m wrong.”
 Even if the state’s pro-
jections are correct, Apop-
ka will still receive a lot 
fewer dollars from the state 
as compared to the past 
years.
 “There is still a 
$1.8-million hit here. Usu-
ally, there’s an increase 
of about $800,000 or 
$900,000 but we’re going 

the other way,” Bass said.

Effects to budget
 The City Council will 
vote on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 9, to give tentative 
approval to the budget and 
will finalize that with an-
other vote on September 
16.
 Bass said he would use 
the state’s revenue projec-
tions in the budget he pres-
ents to the City Council, 
but will also let them know 
that, more than usual, the 
projections could be off-
base.
 “This is what they 
give you as a projection for 
what they’re going to give 
you for the year,” Bass said 
about the revenue projec-
tions. “I’m not an econo-
mist. I can’t project that 
any better than they can, so 
everybody uses this. I’ve 
always used the estimate 
that they give us because 
they’re the experts in this 
area.

“I’m going to use those 
numbers and monitor those 
numbers.”

How the city uses the 
additional revenue will be 
decided by the City Coun-
cil, although Bass said staff 
will make recommenda-
tions.

“What we’re putting 
together now for next week 
(Sept. 9 budget meeting), 
we talked about putting 
some money back into it 
for (raises for) the employ-
ees and we’re looking at 
the millage rate to see what 
we can do with that with 
this additional (funds), and 

we had talked about using 
some reserves,” Bass said. 
“We’re still putting togeth-
er a whole package of that 
and how we’re going to 
lay that out. This will help 
make up some of that.

“We’re putting it all 
together because the coun-
cil had some concerns, too, 
when it comes to employ-
ees’ wages, so we’re look-
ing at everything. I’m look-
ing at reserves. I’m looking 
at the wages. I’m looking at 
the millage to see if we can 
work with the millage rate 
or whatever. We’re look-
ing at all the pieces so may-
be we can do something for 
each piece.”

Mayor Nelson echoed 
Bass’ statement.

“You’ve got the mill-
age rate that will be dis-
cussed. Employee raises 
will be discussed and re-
serves. That’s really the 
three areas. They (City 
Council) could change 
anything they wanted to 
change, but that’s the three 
big buckets we’ve got to 
get from one bucket and 
put it in another bucket,” 
the mayor said.

The City Council’s 
September 9 budget meet-
ing will begin at 5:15 p.m., 
while the September 16 
budget meeting will start at 
6 p.m.

Regular City Coun-
cil meetings that will not 
deal with the budget will be 
held on September 9 at 1:30 
p.m. and on September 16 
at 7 p.m. All the meetings 
are held at City Hall, 120 E. 
Main St., Apopka.

Apopka Farmers Market, sus-
pended earlier because of COVID-19, 
has now been set to reopen on Octo-
ber 1 from 5:30-8:30 p.m.

When it opens, CDC coronavi-

rus guidelines will be in place – so-
cial distancing, face masks, gloves, 
and hand sanitizer. Visitors must wear 
face masks.

Located in Kit Land Nelson 

Park, a five-acre facility located off 
of Park Avenue between First Street 
and Orange Street, the farmers mar-
ket may have some pumpkins to talk 
about.

 Members of board of direc-
tors of the Apopka Historical Soci-
ety will give a presentation about 
Apopka’s war heroes to the Apopka 
City Council at the council’s meet-
ing on Wednesday, September 9, and 
then will re-open the Museum of the 
Apopkans to the public on Thursday, 
September 10.
 The war heroes’ presentation will 

be a part of the 1:30 p.m. City Coun-
cil meeting on Wednesday, September 
9, while the reopening of the museum 
at 122 E. Fifth St., Apopka, will take 
place at noon on Thursday, September 
10.
 The museum will reopen un-
der the leadership of historical soci-
ety Vice President Maribel Brinkle. 
The hours will be from noon to 4 p.m. 

each Wednesday and Thursday, and 
9 a.m. to noon on Saturdays. Masks 
will be mandatory and social distanc-
ing will be enforced.
 Volunteers are needed to help 
the historical society in preserving 
the history of the Apopka area. Those 
wishing to help may email museum@
usa.com or submit a contact form at 
www.apopkamuseum.com.

Continued from page 1A

News: City is still down about $1.8 million

Historical society to give presentation, open museum

Apopka Farmers Market will open back up on Oct. 1

Apopka • 407-886-3301

Baldwin Fairchild Funeral Home
At Baldwin-Fairchild Apopka Funeral Home in Apopka, Florida, 

it is our privilege to assist you in planning funeral services that 
perfectly refl ect your life or the life of your loved one.

Let Us Help Tell Their Story

601 NORTH PARK AVENUE | APOPKA, FL 32712

407-886-1461

Visit: www.DennyShiver.com
Email me today! Denny@DennyShiver.com
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YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
REALTOR!

Call for your complimentary home value today!
Buying or Selling, I can HELP you!

for over 19 years

Vote for Denny Shiver Realty, LLC

East Lake Animal Clinic
 Sorrento: 352-735-2882

2807 Rock Springs Rd., Apopka

Check out our 
Play Time Videos at

www.centralfl oridavets.com

Pet Care
Center

O F  A P O P K A

While Their
People Are Away,
The Dogs Will Play!

Rest assured, your pet
is in good hands with us! We 

offer supervised and fun cage-
free day care and overnight 

stays to keep your pet active, 
entertained and happy.

Day Care
Overnight 
Boarding

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, 
cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treat-
ment which is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertise-
ment for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment. Limit 
1 offer per person, per pet, per visit. Not valid with other offers.

407-884-8924

Your First Night’s Stay
Save $5 Off
Offer good for new customers 
through 9/30/20. Mention this 
offer when booking. Exp. 9/30/20

1 Free day of dayboard
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