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Rock Springs Elementary
School has a new principal,
Nathan Hay.
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The next Parking Adviso-
ry Committee meeting is Mon-
day, October 10, at 6:30 p.m. in
the City Hall Council Chambers,
when the committee will review
and comment on the revised
parking ordinance draft that, if
satisfactory, will be brought to
City Council.

There have been two impor-

tant changes to the revised draft,
which allows on-street parking.
One is that there is to be no park-
ing in cul-de-sacs; doing so will
impede fire and garbage trucks
from turning around in the sec-
tion. The other change is parking
will be allowed near mailbox-
es, but the vehicle must be reg-
istered to the house the mailbox
is also assigned to or the vehi-
cle will be ticketed. That way, if
mail is not delivered, it is due to

the homeowner parking near the
mailbox.

The Parking Advisory Com-
mittee, comprised of residents
from subdivisions throughout
the city, spent two months ham-
mering out the new parking ordi-
nance’s language and substance.

The city’s current park-
ing ordinance has been in the
code book for a few years, but it
wasn’t until this year that it was
enforced based on public com-

plaint.

The Parking Advisory Com-
mittee shaped the drafted or-
dinance in accordance with
the Florida statute and also re-
searched parking ordinances in
other Central Florida communi-
ties.

The new ordinance draft
takes into consideration that
parked cars must not obstruct
the passage of emergency vehi-
cles, that mail carriers can access

Newly tweaked parking ordinance nearing finalization

mailboxes, and that garbage and
recycling can still be picked up.

At the last Parking Advisory
Committee meeting on Septem-
ber 26, when public comment
was allowed on the draft, resi-
dents asked how the city would
enforce it, how out-of-town visi-
tors would be aware of it, and ex-
pressed concern that police have
“better things to do” than enforc-
ing the ordinance such as catch-
ing criminals.

By John Peery
Apopka Chief Staff

It appears the City Council will
impose impact fees for both police
and fire/emergency medical services
and the only question will be at what
level the charge will be for new resi-
dential and commercial construction
in Apopka.

The council met in a workshop
Tuesday, October 4, for about 75 min-
utes to hear about the proposed im-
pact fees from Henry Thomas, vice
president of Public Resources Man-
agement Group (PRMG) of Maitland.
The city paid PRMG $13,100 to study
the impact fees for police and fire/
EMS. State law requires a third-par-
ty study when impact fees are imple-

City Council will likely implement
police and fire/EMS impact fees

mented.

Impact fees are assessed on new
construction to offset capital costs to
local governments for increased ser-
vices. Apopka has impact fees for
transportation, sewer, water, and parks
and recreation, but has never had an
impact fee for police and fire/EMS.

See FEE Page 8A
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Just as it was in stores all across Apopka and throughout the state, bottled water was flying off the shelves at the Publix supermarket on Rock Springs Road. Here,
Debbie Simpkins (purple shirt in photo at left) and others scoop up water and ice as they prepare for Hurricane Matthew, which is forecast to hit Florida’s east coast.

Apopkans prepare for Hurricane Matthew
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Newspaper delivered early
due to Hurricane Matthew

It’s only Thursday, but your
copy of The Apopka Chief is al-
ready in your mailbox or will be
delivered very soon.

You can thank Hurricane
Matthew for the early arrival of
the newspaper.

Due to potential issues with
printing and delivery of the news-
paper, management of the paper
decided early in the week to go to
press a day earlier than the nor-
mal Friday delivery.

John Ricketson, publisher of
The Apopka Chief, said the de-
cision to print a day early was
made Tuesday morning when it
appeared the potential track of
Hurricane Matthew was heading

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

closer to the east coast of Florida.

“We wanted to make sure
that the newspaper was printed
and delivered in a timely manner
so we were proactive and decided
to be a day early rather than a day
or two late due to any possible is-
sues regarding printing or deliv-
ery of the newspaper,” Ricketson
said.

“We apologize for any news
that didn’t get into this week’s
printed edition of The Apopka
Chief, but urge readers to vis-
it our website at www.theapop-
kachief.com and/or our Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/the-
apopkachief for Apopka’s latest
and most thorough news.”

The City Council was divided
over mounting Apopka’s first gos-
pel music festival next month be-
cause some commissioners were
concerned that what they perceived
as hasty planning would lead to a
less-than-successful event.

The discussion was brought up
at the Wednesday, October 5, City
Council meeting when the meeting
agenda called for approval of en-
tering into a $60,000 event service
agreement with the Mount Dora
event-planning company, The Roar
Music. Under the service agree-
ment, The Roar Music would coor-
dinate musical acts and handle all
concert production, including au-

Questions arise over timing
of city’s gospel music event

dio and lighting equipment and set-

up.
According to the event
agreement, Gospel Fest is

planned Gospel Fest for
al months while waiting

couldn’t be done until the
was in place. The artists are

he said.

uled for Saturday, November 12,
at the Apopka Amphitheater at the
Northwest Recreation Complex.
City Recreation Director Da-
vid Burgoon said the staff has

2016-2017 budget adoption. As
for the city not having publicized
the musical acts, Burgoon said that
sionals with national recognition,

Commissioner Doug Bankson

See CITY Page 10A
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Not all water heaters are created EQUAL.
The ones that will put a SMILE on your
face are NATURAL gas heaters. A GAS
water heater will deliver TWICE as much
HOT water for less than HALF the cost
of electric. So, make the SWITCH to gas
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For More Information, call...

ake Apopka

Natural Gas District

1320 Winter Garden-Vineland Road
Winter Garden, FL 34787-4341

Ph: 407-656-2734 * Fax: 407-656-9371




Apopka Event of the Week

The last day to register to vote for the
November election is October 11. If
you need to register or change your
address, please contact Bill Cowles,
Supervisor of Elections, 119 W. Kaley
St., Orlando, by calling 407-836-2070,
or going online www.ofcelections.com
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Apopka considering impact fees
for hiring police and fire/EMS

Making growth pay its own way
has long been a topic of conversation
among those who pay attention to
such things as property taxes and im-
pact fees.

For those who don’t know, im-
pact fees are a one-time costs charged
to new construction by governments
to help pay for the costs associated
with growth. For instance, if enough
housing for 1,000 people is built in a
town, but the city doesn’t hire more
police officers or other personnel to
provide services for those new resi-
dents, then the quality of that service
decreases. If those people aren’t hired
over a period of several years and the
city still grows, then the lack of ser-
vices becomes more apparent.

Because of the requirement for
more roads, more water and sew-
er usage, and even more recreation
needs, cities and counties have, for
many years, charged what are called
impact fees.

Those are fees on new construc-
tion designed to help pay for that
growth.

The city of Apopka currently has
impact fees for transportation, sewer,
water, and parks and recreation, but
has never charged such a fee for po-
lice or fire/emergency medical servic-
es.

After hiring Public Resources
Management Group (PRMG) to con-
duct a study that is required by Flori-
da law, Apopka is considering adding
two new impact fees, one for police
and one for fire/EMS.

The City Council seems set on
establishing the fees, so the only real
detail to work out is determining
what number those fees should be.

Normally, we’re not keen on gov-
ernments implementing more fees,

but we fully agree not only with the
establishment of the impact fees for
police and fire/EMS, but we feel that
putting them at the numbers shown in
the PRMG study would be good for
the city as it provides services.

Here’s why we feel the new im-
pact fees should be at a higher rate:
The more that new construction pays
toward the impact of that construc-
tion, the less that current Apopka tax-
payers must pay.

For instance, this year, the city
hired seven new police officers. Be-
cause there is no impact fee yet for
police officers, Apopka’s taxpayers
must fork over the money to pay not
only the salaries of the new officers,
but to equip them with the necessary
items for the officers to do their job
every day, citizens must pay $14,578
and that doesn’t include a car, but
such items as the officer’s uniform,
service weapon, body camera, laptop,
and other necessary items.

Without the impact fee for po-
lice, as it is now in Apopka, the fund-
ing for those needs comes out of the
general fund, which is paid for by the
current property owners in the city.
That, of course, means there are few-
er dollars for other needs. With an
impact fee, at least a portion of the
cost of equipping the new officers is
recouped.

Because the city is also looking
at raising the parks and recreation im-
pact fee, the need to keep the new
police and fire/EMS impact fees at a
lower rate might be the way to go.

But, we would urge the City
Council to look closely at charg-
ing the full rate the study suggest-
ed so that new construction pays for
growth, not those who currently live
and own businesses in Apopka.

strength.” Acts 3:6 and 7.

This Week In God’s Word

“Then Peter said, Silver and gold have | none;
but such as | have give | thee: In the name of Je-
sus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he
took him by the right hand and lifted him up; and
immediately his feet and ankle bones received

Help others get their
needs met without
drowning in the
process.

pinion

Here’s why we feel the new impact
fees should be at a higher rate: The
more that new construction pays to-
ward the impact of that construction,
the less that current Apopka taxpay-
ers must pay.

The Apopka Chief on
impact fees
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Vital information to face hurricanes

Orange County’s Of-
fice of Emergency Man-
agement is advising resi-
dents to stay vigilant and
informed as Hurricane
Matthew approaches Flor-
ida. The latest projected
storm path indicates Or-
ange County and eastern
neighboring counties may
be impacted as early as
Thursday evening. At this
time (early Wednesday),
Orange County remains at
a level three for monitor-
ing. Activation levels may
adjust as the storm ap-
proaches.

At this time, the fol-
lowing preparations are be-
ing made in Orange Coun-
ty:

* Residents are encouraged
to visit www.ocfl.net/storm
for the latest Hurricane
Matthew information as it

County Commissioner
District 2

Bryan Nelson

pertains to Orange County.
* Orange County Emer-
gency Management offi-
cials are working in part-
nership with the Orange
County School Board to
identify shelter, in the
event of evacuations from
eastern coastal counties.

* Orange County Public
Works, Stormwater Man-
agement Division is pro-
actively checking drainage
infrastructure to include
stormwater drains, canals,
and ponds as well as other

sites in anticipation of po-
tential heavy rainfall in Or-
ange County. In addition
equipment to remove de-
bris and tree limbs is being
inventoried and tested.
When making a storm
preparedness list, consider
the Five Ps:
People
People, pets and other ani-
mals or livestock.
Prescriptions
Prescriptions with dosages;
medicines; medical equip-
ment; batteries or pow-
er cords; eyeglasses; and
hearing aids.
Papers
Papers and important doc-
uments (hard copies and
electronic copies saved on
thumb drives).
Personal needs

See NELSON Page 6A

Presidents must understand strategic threats

By Dr. Earl Tilford
Center for Vision & Values

“If, as Clausewitz so
justly said, war is a contin-
uation of national policy,
so are war plans.”
—Barbara W. Tuchman,
The Guns of August 1962

Over the next two
presidential debates, we
can expect questions for
Hillary Clinton and Donald
Trump about their respec-
tive plans for dealing with
ISIS. But should Clinton or
Trump even have a plan?
Presidents don’t make mil-
itary plans, generals and
admirals do — or, their dep-
uties for operations do.
Presidents are responsible
for establishing national
security policy.

In 1941, before the
United States became di-
rectly involved in what
still were localized wars in
Asia and in Europe, Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt
and Britain’s Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill
agreed on a strategic policy
after the United States en-
tered the conflict. In broad
terms, that policy involved
destroying Nazi Germa-
ny and then crushing Im-
perial Japan. The United
States and the British Em-
pire committed to uncondi-
tional surrender as the only
acceptable outcome.

Although Roosevelt
made minor interventions
like insisting on a quick re-
taliatory strike against Ja-
pan to bolster American
morale until the United

States could bring its in-
dustrial resources to bear
on manifesting the arsenal
of democracy, he wisely
left specifics of war plans
to military planning staffs.
Nevertheless, he told Gen.
George C. Marshall, “Plan-
ners are always conserva-
tive and see all the difficul-
ties, and more can usually
be done than they are will-
ing to admit.”

Then came the atomic
bomb and it changed ev-
erything. National security
thinkers — from Ivy League
professors to think-tank
intellectuals — reasserted
Georges Clemenceau’s as-
sertion that wars cannot be
trusted to generals. This
rendered three decades of

See TILFORD Page 6A

County and $30 outside Orange County, Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send ’
address changes to The Apopka Chief, PO Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

v ‘,’W’m; 1

Last thing we need is a presidential term for Dragon Lady

OCTOBER 7 - Col-
umnist’s note: What kind
of background does it take
to make it impossible for
people of little or no mo-
rality to lose or not even
be considered for election
to public office? I am, of

Corbeil's Corner

Richard Corbeil

him step for step (or slith-
er for slither) in rendering
the position of first lady to
something between the “let
them eat cake” excesses of
Marie Antoinette and the
socialist agenda of Eleanor
Roosevelt.

course, referring to Hillary

Of the latter, Hillary

Clinton’s run for president,
thanks to U.S. media that
won't mention Hillary’s Ar-
kansas and White House
escapades and failures,
while attacking Trump for
a statement he may have
made 20 to 30 years ago
as a private businessman.
Following is the 147th col-
umn I wrote on the Clin-

tons; this one primarily on
Hillary, while they still oc-
cupied the White House. It
was headlined “Hillary’s
run for U.S. Senate rises to
the level of contemptible.”
DECEMBER 3, 1999-
As much as Bill Clinton
has achieved his primary
goal of diminishing the of-
fice of the president, Hill-
ary has more than matched

even claimed that she was
having conversations with
and getting advice from the
ghost of Mrs. Roosevelt

in eerie nocturnal meet-
ings at the White House. In
her latest madcap caper, an
intention to announce her
candidacy for the U.S. sen-
ator from New York, Hill-
ary again proves herself a

liar, further establishing a
new position as first wom-
an and not first lady.

In spite of having her
wheel lashed at hard left
on almost any social issue,
Mrs. Roosevelt was a lady
who did not use her mar-
riage to the president as a
stepping-stone for personal
power or political office.
In fact, no first lady in U.S.
history would have been
part of a campaign which
touted, “Vote for me, get a
second one free.”

This unbelievable duo,
of course, claimed that
they were just joking, but
that is precisely the point.

The office of the president
as defined by the Consti-
tution is unique in all the
world. Its power and digni-
ty is so awesome that treat-
ing it like a retail sale item
slogan was the first act to-
ward diminishing it for this
and future generations.
Ever since Sen.
Moynihan (D-NY) an-
nounced his plan to retire
last year, I have kept si-
lent on Hillary’s flirtation
with the office. It was in-
conceivable to me that the
wife of a sitting president
could get a press pass to
run as a carpetbagger sen-
atorial candidate for any

state, never mind our third
most populous.

And, we’re not talk-
ing about anyone with any
character or sterling repu-
tation here, such as Roos-
evelt, Pat Nixon, Rosalyn
Carter, Nancy Reagan, or
Barbara Bush. We’re talk-
ing about the Dragon Lady
personified, with enough
sleaze in her past to stop
any non-Democrat, with
just a fraction of it, from
even thinking about a Sen-
ate seat.

How has she despoiled
the Republic? Let me

See CORBEIL Page 6A
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College representatives from the University of Connecticut (left picture) and the
University of South Florida (right picture) visited Wekiva High School over the

Nothing New!

Back in August, |
asked this question: “Has
politics always been this
sticky, has government
always been this cor-
rupt? Have our (so-called)
‘Public Servants’ always
been this self-serving?” |
got one answer, at least,
from a book | was reading
about the Hatfields and
McCoys; about elections
in Appalachia from 1854
to 1898. At that time, there
were no secret ballots...
just elections where votes
were bought through in-
ILPLGDILRQ DQG AIN\ JDNRQ
barrels of corn “likker”.
Throughout our current
presidential election, I've
had occasion to ask that
question again... Repeat-
edly. And, to look further
for the answer(s). So, it
looks like we can thank
President John Adams
and Vice-President Thom-
as Jefferson for establish-
ing a tradition of negative
campaigning that, appar-
ently, would put to shame,
what we’re seeing today.

An Adams supporter
publicly suggested that
a Jefferson presidency
“‘would see our wives and
daughters the victims of
legal prostitution.” It also
looks like our shock at

non-objective newspapers
voicing their non-objective
opinions against a can-
didate, is misplaced, as
DO LOAXHOILD) &ROOHFILFXH
newpaper warned that our
nation would become one
where, “murder, robbery,
rape, adultery and incest
will openly be taught and
practiced”, if Jefferson
were to be elected.

Of course, Jefferson
had to hit back. James
Callender, an influential
journalist of that time,
came out against Adams
... thanks to secret fund-
ing by Jefferson, and an
axe to grind with Adams,
whose administration had
prosecuted and impris-
oned Callender for a Se-
dition Act violation. And,
hit back he did, writing
that Adams was a rage-
ful, lying, warmongering
fellow; a “repulsive ped-
ant” and “gross hypocrite”
who ‘behaved neither like
a man nor like a woman
but instead possessed a
hideous hermaphroditical
character.”

As dirty as the 1800
campaign had been, it
seems that the election
of 1828 — President John
Quincy Adams vs Andrew
Jackson - was dirtier. Just
as our media today pur-
sue political agendas, so
did highly partisan news-
papers of the day, with
headlines charging mur-
der, adultery and pimping.

Jackson’s wife, Ra-
chael, had been married
to another man, which
raised the question about
whether she had been

“properly divorced” from
him, which led to Jackson
being accused of being
an adulterer... running
away with another man’s
wife... while Mrs. Jackson
was branded a bigamist.
History tells us that, she
was not divorced when
she married Jackson, al-
though she believed that
her husband had divorced
her. True or false, natu-
rally, Jackson’s campaign
hit back, accusing Adams
of lining up an American
girl for the “pleasure” of
the Russian Czar, while he
was the Russian Ambas-
sador. That allegation was
completely False.

So, once again, his-
tory answers my question:
“Has politics always been
this sticky, has government
always been this corrupt?
Have our (so-called) ‘Pub-
lic Servants’ always been
this self-serving? And, the
answer is “Yes”. | suppose
that information... that his-
tory... would allow a more
pragmatic woman to ac-
cept that, “It is what it is”...
and, it’s been that way for
a long time. Not gonna’
change, so deal with it. On
the other hand, although
| have my pragmatic mo-
ments, the Idealist in me
is still alive and kicking...
and, although the sky
looks dark sometimes, the
Idealist in me still believes
that... the Sun’ll come out
tomorrow. Bet your bot-
tom dollar, That tomor-
row... There’ll be sun!

Comments Welcome
haveopinions.willshare@gmail.com
©2016 Patti Bankson
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past several days, touting their respective schools to the WHS students.

Richard Petrilli, DMD, PA
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Named Top Dentist for Patient
Satisfaction in
2011 Talk of the Town
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Loaves & Fishes seeking donations for holidays

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

It’s that time of year again when
non-profit organizations are asking
surrounding communities to think
about the less fortunate and contrib-
ute resources, time and money.

Loaves & Fishes, a faith-based
food pantry and social-services orga-
nization, is no exception. The orga-
nization just started up various holi-
day drives to assist families in need,
including a turkey pledge, monetary
contributions for a new van, Christ-
mas toy donations, “angel trees” under
which people can leave wrapped pres-
ents, and gifts of chocolate packages.

This holiday season, Loaves
& Fishes will help about 550 fami-
lies, according to the Loaves & Fish-
es October newsletter. Every month,
the group gives out more than 31,000
food items to qualified families.

In an interview, Loaves & Fish-
es Director Lory Reeves said the or-
ganization aims to collect 500 turkeys
through the turkey pledge every year.

“We put it into God’s hands, and
it’s a blessing how the community
comes together,” said Lory Reeves.

In 2015, Loaves & Fishes collect-
ed 413 turkeys and assisted 977 chil-
dren ages 0-18 years by giving each
one three to five brand new toys in-
cluding coloring books and crayons,
stuffed toys and board games. Boys
received trucks and sports balls, and

girls got dolls and tea sets.

Rolling Hills Community Church
is one of many businesses, churches
and organizations assisting Loaves
& Fishes during the holidays. Ev-
ery year, the Zellwood church pledg-
es 100 turkeys. It also has a donation
bin set up at the entrance, and some
congregation members are Loaves &
Fishes volunteers.

“We have supported Loaves &
Fishes for a long time,” said Trisha
Stapp, church administrator.

Anyone with questions may call
407-886-6005 and ask for Reeves
or senior director Karen Valiente.
Loaves & Fishes’ address is 206 E.
8th St., Apopka.

Turkey pledge

Individuals, groups, organiza-
tions and churches may donate a tur-
key or turkeys or money so Loaves
& Fishes can make bulk purchases.
Checks written to Loaves & Fishes
should have “turkey” written in the
memo line.

Along with turkeys, other holiday
food donations that are sought out are
chickens, canned hams, canned yams,
gravy, canned fruit, instant potatoes,
pasta, Hamburger Helper, Tuna Help-
er, and stuffing.

New van is needed

Loaves & Fishes is looking to
replace its 1999 Ford van with a
$28,000 used 250 transit van from
Mullinax Ford that allows room for
the non-profit’s volunteers to stand up

in the cargo area to load and unload.

Anyone who would like to do-
nate, please mark “van” on the check.
Christmas toys

Loaves & Fishes is accepting
new toy donations until December
16, including Lego sets, art and craft
kits, sports balls, Barbie clothes, eth-
nic Barbies, board games for teenag-
ers, tea sets, baby toys and big trucks.
Angel trees

Community members may con-
sider establishing a Christmas tree in
their church or workplace with hang-
ing ornaments listing a toy on the
back of each one. Individuals take an
ornament from such “angel trees” and
place an unwrapped toy under it ac-
cording to what the ornament reads.
Interested parties may contact Loaves
& Fishes and ask to print ornament la-
bels.

Chocolate, chocolate, chocolate

This year, Loaves & Fishes will
fill approximately 550 tins with Her-
shey’s miniature chocolates and Kiss-
es as a family gift on behalf of Loaves
& Fishes and the community. There-
fore, the organization needs 900 full-
sized candy bars to include two in
each child’s Christmas bag. Dona-
tions are needed by November 1 so
volunteers have enough time to fill the
tins.

According to the Loaves & Fish-
es newsletter, the non-profit has found
Costco sells the miniatures and Kisses
in bulk at a reasonable cost.

Nelson: Information available through mobile apps

Continued from page 2A

Personal needs — such as clothes,
food, water, first aid kit, cash,
phones, and chargers.

Priceless items

Priceless items, including pictures,
irreplaceable mementos and other
valuables.

For more information, visit
www.ready.gov and www.ocfl.net/
hurricaneguide.

Get Notifications and Stay In-
formed

Download Orange County, Flor-
ida’s OCFL Alert, OCFL News and
OCFL 311 mobile applications for

free on Apple and Android devices

to receive emergency management
communications and to stay informed
before, during and after a storm, bit.
ly/OCMobileapps.

* OCFL Alert is an emergency noti-
fication and information smartphone
app that provides critical information
during times of emergency. Life-sav-
ing information includes open shelter
locations, water and ice distribution
centers, evacuation routes, public ser-
vice announcements and much more.
Register free-of-charge for OCAlert,
https://ocalert.net.

* OCFL News provides you with
breaking news about Orange County

Government in action. Stay informed
of important information and emer-
gency news releases through push
notifications.

* OCFL 311 is a smartphone app that
allows users to photograph, pinpoint
and report any problem you may en-
counter before, during or after the
storm. All of this can be done direct-
ly from your smartphone to Orange
County’s 311 Service Center.

* American Red Cross Emergency
App monitors conditions in your area
or throughout the storm track, pre-
pare your family and home, find help
and let others know you are safe even
if the power is out.

Corbeil: First move as First Lady created “Travelgate” scandal

Continued from page 2A

count the ways, of the woman who
claims children are, and have always
been the primary object of care in her
life.

After 12 years as Arkansas’ first
lady, the “smartest female in the
world” left that state ranked 48th in
education, 49th in wages, and 50th in
quality of medical care. She, on the
other hand, had a big paying, unde-
served job at the state’s largest law
firm, Rose Law, was deeply involved
with the scam of Whitewatergate, the
looting of Madison Guaranty Sav-
ings and Loan, and the Castle Grande
connivance led by Webster Hubbel’s
father-in-law.

Her partner-in-piracy, Jim Mc-
Dougall, died mysteriously in prison.
Bill’s lieutenant governor, Jim Guy
Tucker, was convicted along with
13 other conspirators and Susan Mc-
Dougall languished behind bars for
refusing to answer a simple question
about Bill under oath.

Hillary’s first move in the White
House was to fire seven career em-
ployees in the travel office, smear-

ing them with false accusations of
embezzlement and enlisting the FBI
to create the “Travelgate” scandal,
eventually lying to a grand jury about
her key part in this. Her main target,
travel office manager Billy Dale, was
exonerated by a jury after less than
90 minutes of deliberation. Taxpay-
ers had to reimburse his $500,000 de-
fense bill.

Her former Rose Law Firm part-
ner and alleged lover, Vince Fos-
ter, was given a high position in the
White House and died under ex-
tremely suspicious circumstances,
immediately following which, his
office was ransacked by her orders,
creating an investigation known as
“Fostergate.” In 1994, she illegally
assembled a White House force of
more than 500 unnamed co-conspir-
ators to craft a scheme that would
socialize medicine and put 15 per-
cent of the U.S. economy under fed-
eral government tyranny, incompe-
tence, and runaway cost. Thankfully,
“Medigate” failed even a Democrat-
controlled Congress, and fines of
$275,000, assessed against the Hill-
ary-led conspiracy, were paid by tax-

payers.

Her next attack on our Consti-
tution involved bringing in ex-bar
bouncer Craig Livingstone to fer-
ret out confidential FBI files on some
political opponents (primarily Re-
publicans) and transfer their personal
information to computers. “Filegate”
epitomized the Clintonista’s com-
plete politicization of the U.S. De-
partment of Justice with a class ac-
tion suit brought by Judicial Watch
on behalf of those victimized.

Space does not permit total dis-
cussions on “Cattlegate,” “China-
gate” and her constant defense of the
“First Zipper” throughout “Impeach-
gate.”

I will never forget the statements
of the independent counsels after de-
posing both Clintonistas as part of
the “Whitewatergate” probe. “He
lies about half the time,” they report-
ed, “but she lies 100 percent of the
time.”

Even for New Yorkers, that
should be a little too much.

“A false witness shall not be un-
punished, and he (she) that speaketh
lies shall perish.” Proverbs 19:9.

All About Apopka
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es is closed

Loaves & Fishes’
distribution/holiday schedule
November 21-23: Thanksgiving distribu-

November 24: Loaves & Fishes is closed
December 19-22: Christmas distribution

December 23-January 8: Loaves & Fish-

January 9: Loaves & Fishes reopens

Tilford: U.S. has not won a
war decisively since 1945

Continued from page 2A

American flag officers fo-
cused on devising force
structures and fighting bud-
get battles. Meanwhile, the
national security strategy
of the United States was to
contain communist expan-
sion. Focused as they were
on weapons acquisitions
and force structures, gen-
erals and admirals became
executives resembling their
counterparts at General
Motors and American Tele-
phone and Telegraph.

Stalemate in Korea
was followed by strate-
gic paralysis in Vietnam
mainly due to President
Lyndon Johnson’s nega-
tive objectives of not pro-
voking a wider war while
also not losing the war in
South Vietnam. Not losing
proved costly and ultimate-
ly failed because nothing
succeeds like winning. For
Johnson, strategy devolved
into target selection, and
his military leaders accom-
modated him.

The president is re-
quired by law to submit
an annual “National Secu-
rity Policy of the United
States.” The Joint Chiefs
of Staff must then respond
with a corresponding na-
tional military strategy
based on the president’s
broad policy goals. To
compete globally, an ef-
fective president must un-
derstand strategic threats,
available American re-
sources, and correctly as-
sess national will. State-
ments like “I will not put
American boots on the
ground” or “after I'm elect-
ed I’'m going to bomb...”
are inane in the first in-
stance and silly in the
second. Any declaration
against specific threats,
whether it’s a nut-job dicta-
tor in North Korea threat-
ening nuclear war with
the United States, China
pumping up island military
bases in the South China
Sea, Russian forces war-
gaming against Ukraine,
or ISIS spreading terror
globally, must be weighed
against resources and capa-
bilities.

The absolute first re-
quirement for an effective
president is to understand

clearly the strategic threats
and not confuse them with
domestic political or ideo-
logical agendas. Second,
it’s the president’s respon-
sibility to assure that what-
ever the national security
policy, the military has re-
sources needed to fulfill it.
Currently, this means im-
proving operational readi-
ness and reinstituting ef-
fective training. Addition-
ally, the Reagan-era force
was modernized to include
new warplanes, warships,
armored vehicles, helicop-
ters, and artillery. Third,
victory demands the na-
tional will to win. Be-
cause war is an act of vi-
olence pushed to the ul-
timate, there will always
be a butcher’s bill and the
American people must
be willing to pay it. That
is why the next president
must be a leader who clear-
ly understands global stra-
tegic threats and effectively
communicates that under-
standing to we the people.
Ultimately, the best
strategy is to be strong
enough to enter any con-
frontation with the advan-
tages attendant to unmatch-
able military power. Fur-
thermore, the next presi-
dent must understand that
military orders of battle —
quantity of weapons in the
inventory — can lead to a
cult of numbers that is the
fallacy of modern warfare.
Despite overwhelming mil-
itary power, and far more
combat victories than de-
feats, the United States has
not won a war decisively
since 1945. Military power
alone is not enough. Poten-
tial adversaries like China
seeking regional military
hegemony, Russia intent
on restoring its East Eu-
ropean strategic swagger,
and a hopefully soon-to-be
devastated ISIS, must un-
derstand that in addition to
possessing overwhelming
military power, the United
States will use it and do so
effectively.

Dr. Earl Tilford is a
military historian and fel-
low for the Middle East
and terrorism with The
Center for Vision & Values
at Grove City College.
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The city of Apopka has
received a $625,000 grant
from the U.S. Department
of Justice to hire five police
officers. The Department
of Justice also awarded Or-
ange County $2.5 million
to hire 20 new officers.

The three-year,
$625,000 grant will help
Apopka ease the heavy de-
mands on the police de-
partment in Kkeeping up
with a growing communi-
ty of more than 46,000 resi-
dents and businesses spread
across 33 square miles of
northwest Orange County.
The grant requires a match
from Apopka for $339,800.

“The city of Apop-
ka has a well-document-
ed need for more po-
lice officers,” Mayor Joe
Kilsheimer was quoted as
saying in a press release.
“These additional officers
will go a long way in al-

lowing the city of Apopka
to reach this goal and en-
suring the citizens of Apop-
ka continue to have a safe
community in which to
live.”

U.S. Attorney Gen-
eral Loretta E. Lynch an-
nounced grant awards on
Monday, October 3, at an
event in Dallas, Texas.

Apopka is among 184
law enforcement agencies
across the country and only
12 in Florida to receive part
of $119 million through
the Community Oriented
Policing Services (COPS)
Hiring Program. The fund-
ing is aimed at creating or
protecting more than 900
law enforcement positions
nationally.

“It’s important to give
our community the tools
they need to ensure our cit-
izens are safe,” Congress-
man John L. Mica was
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Apopka lands $625,000 federal grant for police officers

quoted as saying in a press
release. “Orange County
and Apopka will be safer
with more police officers
patrolling our streets.”

Across the country,
$119 million is being dis-
tributed to hire new police
officers.

The COPS Hiring Pro-
gram provides funds di-
rectly to law enforcement
agencies to hire new and/or
rehire career law enforce-
ment officers, and to in-
crease their community po-
licing capacity and crime
prevention efforts.

The 2016 CHP grant
program was an open So-
licitation. All local, state,
and tribal law enforcement
agencies that have primary
law enforcement authority
were eligible to apply.

Apopka grant coordi-
nator Dr. Shakenya Har-
ris-Jackson applied to the

COPS program as part of
the city of Apopka’s great-
er emphasis to seek readily
available grants and to in-
vest those monies into local
community improvements.
Federal grant funding re-
lieves some of the burden
on city taxpayers to cover
the needed costs for addi-
tional police officers.

By hiring more police
officers, the city will be
able to boost its police of-
ficer-residents ratio. Doing
so will help Apopka better
accomplish its goals, plus
bring the Apopka Police
Department up to par with
other local cities’ counter-
parts.

“Our immediate goal
is to get Apopka’s police
department to a ratio of 2.5
officers per 1,000 residents,
which is the average among
police departments across
the state. We now stand at

Site plan for serenity garden under revision

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

Now that some ground
has been cleared at Wekiwa
Springs State Park to make
way for the state’s first se-
renity garden, the next step
in constructing the Wekiwa
Springs Serenity Garden is
to work with engineers in
bringing it to fruition, ac-
cording to the garden’s
project manager Sarafaith
Pekor.

In addition to collabo-
rating with engineers, vol-
unteers will also establish
workshops that will edu-
cate the public about the
garden’s benefits and out-
door relaxation, such as
meditation and tai chi.

The construction phase
of the Wekiwa Springs Se-
renity Garden began on
September 24, when 50
volunteers helped clear the

ground on what was Na-
tional Public Lands Day.

However, the clear-
ing revealed that the land
is more than half an acre
— bigger than the original-
ly anticipated half-acre. So
the site plan is being re-
vised to reflect the accurate
dimensions, said Pekor, a
retired medical massage/
movement therapist, well-
ness coach and advocate.

The first of its kind in
any Florida state park, the
Wekiwa Springs Seren-
ity Garden will be a quiet
place of meditation and re-
laxation. The area will have
Florida native plants, wa-
ter features, benches, and
a winding trail accessible
by all. The project may be
completed within a year,
according to Pekor.

The Wekiva Wilder-
ness Trust, the non-profit
volunteer group that sup-

ports the work of Wekiwa
Springs State Park, has cre-
ated the garden with volun-
teer support from the Sem-
inole County Master Gar-
dener Program. Because
the garden site was the lo-
cation of three small hotels
between 1870 and 1901,
the land is considered dis-
turbed by the land park ser-
vice and therefore develop-
able.

Wekiwa Springs
State Park attracts near-
ly 400,000 visitors a year,
making it one of Florida’s
busiest state parks.

The ballpark cost will
be between $150,000 and
$250,000, which will be
raised through private do-
nations. The Wekiva Wil-
derness Trust will also host
fundraisers, Pekor said.

Though there is a team
of volunteers in place to
build the serenity garden,

the Wekiva Wilderness
Trust is looking for consul-
tants and volunteers for dif-
ferent phases of design and
construction, as well as vol-
unteers who can be trained
to tend to the plants and be
garden guides after the gar-
den opens.

For more information,
about the Wekiwa Springs
Serenity  Garden,  vis-
it  www.serenity-wekiwa.
com.

a ratio of about 2.2 officers
per thousand,” Kilsheimer
said. “Over the long term,
our goal is to achieve three
officers per 1,000 residents,
which is the average among
many of the police depart-
ments in the Central Flor-
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ida area. These addition-
al officers will go a long
way in allowing the City of
Apopka to reach this goal
and ensuring the citizens of
Apopka continue to have a
safe community in which to
live.”
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Passports will be available more
hours in Orange October 17-22

The holiday season is right around the
corner and the Orange County Clerk of
Courts can help residents in Apopka and
around the county get ready for that holi-
day trip abroad through an Apopka branch
office.

The Clerk’s Office is hosting Passport
Week from Monday, October 17, through
Saturday, October 22, to make the appli-
cation process more convenient. Residents
may even be able to apply for a passport
without having to take additional time off
of work or school.

Throughout the week, the passport di-
vision in the Orange County Courthouse
will stay open an extra hour and a half until
5:30 p.m. to allow customers to apply for a
passport after hours. In addition, passport

services will be available to customers at
the Apopka and Winter Park branches on
Saturday, October 22, from 9 a.m. to noon:
1111 N. Rock Springs Rd., Apopka; and
450 N. Lakemont Ave., Winter Park.

Seminole County and other surround-
ing county residents may also take advan-
tage of these additional hours as the Apop-
ka and Winter Park branches are close to
families who live near the Orange and
Seminole County line.

When taking advantage of the extend-
ed hours, proof of citizenship and proof of
identity are required when applying for a
passport.

For information on the passport appli-
cation process, including application fees,
visit www.myorangeclerk.com.
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October 28 & November 3
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Fee: Staff will have ordinance for new fees at Nov.

Continued from page 1A

PRMG’s study said
Apopka needs to charge
$747 per new house for the
police impact fee and $708
for each new dwelling for a
fire/EMS impact fee.

In the proposal Thom-
as presented, city staff sug-
gested the fees could be re-
duced by about 30 percent
to $519 for police and $516
for fire/EMS.

However, during dis-
cussion by the City Coun-
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cil members, Commission-
er Doug Bankson suggest-
ed that the city should se-
riously consider levying
the study’s higher recom-
mended rate so that new
construction would come
closer to paying for cap-
ital needs caused by the
growth.

“To me, this is one of
the smartest ways to be able
to move forward because
there is a difference be-
tween a tax and a fee. This
is a one-time impact versus
a tax, which is a consistent
thing,” Bankson said.

“If we cover this, it’s
not going to have to come
out of our general fund as
much, which is going to
help us keep our tax base
(low). I learn toward the
higher side of this because
it’s for legitimate purposes
and it is something that is
going to benefit those who
move here.”

Mayor Joe Kilsheimer
said he preferred at least
considering a lower rate
than the full amount.

“I still would like to in-
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troduce this concept of be-
ing on a glide path instead
of jerking people around.
We need to do this stuff in-
crementally so that peo-
ple don’t feel like, ‘They
just yanked our chain,’”
Kilsheimer said.

“People are much more
willing to accept things if
things are done gradually
as opposed to a big knee-
jerk reaction.”

Glenn Irby, Apopka’s
city administrator, said he
wanted the full assessment.

“I believe that you
ought to go full tilt and in-
voke fees to the top. To do
otherwise, it’s just going
to take you longer to get
where you need to be,” Irby
said.

“It’s been touched on
several times during the
presentation, especially at
the end, that if this had been
done several years ago, we
wouldn’t be at the juncture
we are now.”

Mayor Kilsheimer said
that since the city is also
considering raising its im-
pact fee for parks and rec-
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Commissioner Doug Bankson speaks Monday, Octo-
ber 3, during the workshop.

reation that lower assess-
ments for the police and
fire/EMS fees would be
best.

“Keep in mind that
we’ll be coming back with
another recommenda-
tion for the recreation im-
pact fee,” the mayor said.
“When we get to that all-in
price (all impact fees), now
we’ll be significantly over
what Orange County charg-
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Commissioner Kyle Becker gestures as he speaks Monday, October 3, durmg the

impact fee workshop.

Halloweeen in the Park planned

Apopka’s Hometown
Halloween in the Park will
be from 5 to 9 p.m., Octo-
ber 29, at Kit Land Nelson
Park.

The popular annual
event will feature trick-or-

treating, games, a bounce
house, face painting and a
family-friendly Halloween
movie.

Local businesses and
organizations are invited to
set up a Halloween-themed
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booth and hand out indi-
vidually wrapped candy
or small toys/prizes to the
children in attendance.
Prize ribbons will be
given to the top three best
decorated/themed booths.

Thomas, the PRMG
vice president, said that
his company would have
the parks and recreation
impact fee study done pri-
or to when the City Coun-
cil would vote on the po-
lice and fire/EMS fees. Irby
said the staff would have an
ordinance for the new fees
in front of the council by
the November 2 meeting.

As aresult, City Coun-
cil members agreed to have
staff draft an ordinance that
would set the impact fees at
80 percent of the full num-
ber, which would mean two
new fees of about $600
each. They will make the
final decision after hearing
the numbers for the parks
and recreation impact fee.

Commissioner  Kyle
Becker, who is a financial
analyst, asked several ques-
tions about the methodol-
ogy used in the study, in-
cluding pointing out that he
thought the population pro-
jections seemed low.

According to the study,
Apopka’s population in
2040 will be an estimated
80,000.

for Oct. 29

Event sponsors also are
welcome.

For more information
about the event at Kit Land
Nelson Park, call the Apop-
ka Recreation Department
at 407-703-1642.
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Important events throughout the years for early October weeks

October 1

1908 - Henry Ford’s Mod-
el T, a “universal car” de-
signed for the masses, went
on sale for the first time.
1938 - Hitler’s troops occu-
pied the Sudetenland por-
tion of Czechoslovakia.
In an effort to avoid war,
the leaders of Britain and
France had agreed to cede
the German-speaking area
to Hitler, who later broke
the agreement and occupied
all of Czechoslovakia.

1946 - Twelve Nazi lead-
ers were sentenced to death
at the International War
Crimes Tribunal in Nurem-
berg, Germany.

1949 - The People’s Repub-
lic of China was founded
with Mao Zedong as Chair-
man.

1979 - After 70 years of
American control, the Pana-
ma Canal Zone was formal-
ly handed over to Panama.
Birthday - Virtuoso pianist
Vladimir Horowitz (1904-
1989) was born in Ber-
dichev, Russia. He made
his American debut in 1928
with the New York Philhar-
monic and became a U.S.
citizen in 1944 . In 1986, af-
ter a self-imposed absence
of 60 years, he performed a
concert in his native Russia.

October 2

1935 - Mussolini’s Italian
troops invaded Abyssinia,
beginning an occupation
lasting until 1941.

1967 - Thurgood Marshall
(1908-1993) was sworn in
as the first African American
associate justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court. He served
until 1991 and was known
for opposing discrimination
and the death penalty, and
for championing free speech
and civil liberties.

1968 - California’s Red-
wood National Park was es-
tablished. Redwoods are the
tallest of all trees, growing
up to 400 feet (120 meters)
during a lifetime that can
span 2,000 years.

1975 - Japanese Emperor
Hirohito made his first-ever
visit to the White House.
Birthday - Indian politi-
cal and spiritual leader Mo-
handas (Mahatma) Gan-
dhi (1869-1948) was born
in Porbandar, India. He
achieved worldwide fame
for his devout lifestyle and
nonviolent resistance which
ended British rule over In-
dia. He was assassinated
by a religious fanatic in the
garden of his home in New
Delhi on January 30, 1948.
Birthday - American states-
man Cordell Hull (1871-
1955) was born in Pick-
ett County, Tennessee. He
served in both houses of
Congress, as Secretary of
State, and was instrumental
in the establishment of the
United Nations.

October 3

1863 - President Abraham
Lincoln issued a procla-
mation designating the last
Thursday in November as
Thanksgiving Day.

1929 - Yugoslavia became
the official name of the
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats
and Slovenes.

1932 - Iraq gained inde-
pendence from Britain and
joined the League of Na-
tions.

1974 - Frank Robinson was
hired by the Cleveland Indi-
ans as baseball’s first Afri-
can American major league
manager.

1990 - After 45 years of
Cold War division, East and
West Germany were reunit-
ed as the Federal Republic
of Germany.

October 4

1582 - The Gregorian Cal-
endar took effect in Catholic
countries as Pope Gregory
XIIT issued a decree stating

the day following Thursday,
October 4, 1582, would be
Friday, October 15, 1582,
correcting a 10-day error
accumulated by the Julian
Calendar. Britain and the
American colonies adopted
the Gregorian Calendar in
1752.

1830 - Belgium gained its
independence, after having
been a part of the Nether-
lands since 1815.

1943 - The Island of Corsica
became the first French ter-
ritory in Europe freed from
Nazi control as Free French
troops liberated the city of
Bastia.

1957 - The Space Age began
as the Russians launched
the first satellite into orbit.
Sputnik I weighed just 184
Ibs. and transmitted a beep-
ing radio signal for 21 days.
The remarkable accom-
plishment by Soviet Russia
sent a shockwave through
the American political lead-
ership resulting in U.S. ef-
forts to be the first on the
moon.

1965 - Pope Paul VI became
the first Pope to visit the
U.S. and the first to address
the United Nations.

1993 - Russian tank-soldiers
loyal to President Boris
Yeltsin shelled the Russian
White House, crushing a
hard-line Communist rebel-
lion. Yeltsin then fired Vice-
president Alexander Rut-
skoi and jailed other opposi-
tion leaders.

Birthday - St. Francis of As-
sisi (1181-1226) was born
in Assisi, Umbria, Italy (as
Giovanni Francesco Ber-
nardone). He renounced his
family’s wealth and found-
ed the Friars Minor (Fran-
ciscan Order).

Birthday - Rutherford B.
Hayes  (1822-1893) the
19th U.S. President was
born in Delaware, Ohio. He
served from March 4, 1877
to March 3, 1881. He was
a Republican best known
for his much-quoted state-
ment, “He serves his party
best who serves his country
best.”

Birthday - Artist Freder-
ic Remington (1861-1909)
was born in Canton, New
York. He studied at Yale Art
School then traveled exten-
sively throughout the Amer-
ican West in the late 1800s
sketching cowboys, Native
Americans, frontiersmen,
and soldiers. He also creat-
ed lively sculptures featur-
ing bucking broncos.

October 5

1813 - Shawnee Indian
Chief Tecumseh was defeat-
ed and killed during the War
of 1812. Regarded as one of
the greatest American Indi-
ans, he was a powerful or-
ator who defended his peo-
ple against white settlement.
When the War of 1812 broke
out, he joined the British as
a brigadier general and was
killed at the Battle of the
Thames in Ontario.

1877 - Following a 1,700-
mile retreat, Chief Joseph of
the Nez Perce Indians sur-
rendered to U.S. Cavalry
troops at Bear’s Paw near
Chinook, Montana. “From
where the sun now stands, I
will fight no more forever,”
he declared.

1908 - Bulgaria proclaimed
its independence from the
Ottoman Empire.

1910 - Portugal became a
republic following a suc-
cessful revolt against King
Manuel II.

1938 - Czech President Dr.
Eduard Benes resigned and
fled abroad amid threats
from Adolf Hitler.

1964 - The largest mass es-
cape since the construction
of the Berlin Wall occurred
as 57 East German refugees
escaped to West Berlin after
tunneling beneath the wall.
1986 - Former U.S. Marine

Eugene Hasenfus was cap-
tured by Nicaraguan Sand-
inistas after a plane carry-
ing arms for the Nicaraguan
rebels (Contras) was shot
down over Nicaragua. This
marked the beginning of the
“Iran-Contra” controversy
resulting in Congressional
hearings and a major scan-
dal for the Reagan White
House after it was revealed
that money from the sale
of arms to Iran was used to
fund covert operations in
Nicaragua.

Birthday -  Theologian
Jonathan Edwards (1703-
1758) was born in East
Windsor, Connecticut. He
led the “Great Awaken-
ing” religious revival in the
American colonies and later
became president of Princ-
eton.

Birthday - Chester A. Arthur
(1830-1886) the 21st Presi-
dent of the U.S. was born in
Fairfield, Vermont. He suc-
ceeded to the presidency
following the assassination
of James A. Garfield. He
served from September 20,
1881 to March 3, 1885, but
was not nominated by the
Republican Party for a sec-
ond term.

Birthday - “Father of the
Space Age” Robert God-
dard (1882-1945) was born
in  Worcester, Massachu-
setts. During his lifetime he
was ridiculed by the pub-
lic and the press over his
idea of constructing a space
flight machine. In 1926, he
launched the world’s first
liquid-fueled rocket on a
farm near Auburn, Mass.
In 1935, his liquid-fueled
rocket surpassed the speed
of sound. Other develop-
ments included a steering
apparatus for rocket ma-
chines, staged rockets to
reach high altitudes, rocket
fuel pumps, and a self-cool-
ing rocket motor.

Birthday - Czech playwright
and political leader Vaclav
Havel was born in Prague,
October 5, 1936. He spent
over 5 years in prison for
speaking out against gov-
ernment abuses. He went
on to lead the peaceful “vel-
vet revolution” which ended
Soviet-style Communism in
Czechoslovakia in 1989.

October 6

1927 - The first “talkie”
opened in New York. The
Jazz Singer starring Al Jol-
son was the first full-length
feature film using spoken
dialogue.

1928 - Generalissimo Chi-
ang Kai-shek became presi-
dent of the Republic of Chi-
na upon the introduction of
a new constitution.

1949 - “Tokyo Rose” (Iva
Toguri d’Aquino) was sen-
tenced in San Francisco to
10 years imprisonment and
fined $10,000 for treason.
She had broadcast music
and Japanese propaganda to
American troops in the Pa-
cific during World War II.
She was pardoned by Pres-
ident Gerald Ford in 1977.
1973 - The Yom Kippur War
started as Egypt and Syria
launched attacks on Israeli
positions on the East Bank
of the Suez and the Golan
Heights.

1978 - Iranian religious
leader Ayatollah Khomei-
ni was granted asylum in
France after being expelled
from Iran for his opposition
to the Shah.

1981 - Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat (1918-1981)
was assassinated in Cairo
by Muslim fundamental-
ists while watching a mili-
tary parade. He had shared
the 1978 Nobel Peace Prize
with Menachem Begin of
Israel. He had signed an
American-sponsored peace
accord with Israel, but had
been denounced by other
Arab leaders.

Birthday - Engineer and in-
ventor George Westing-
house (1846-1914) was
born in Central Bridge,
New York. He developed
air brakes for trains and
was later responsible for the
adoption of alternating cur-
rent (AC) systems for elec-
tric power transmission in
the U.S. He was also the
first employer to give his
employees paid vacations.
Birthday - Norwegian ex-
plorer Thor Heyerdahl was
born in Larvik, Norway,
October 6, 1914. He used
Kon-Tiki and other primi-
tive ocean-going vessels to
prove the possibility of tran-
soceanic contact between
ancient, widely separated
civilizations.

October 7

1765 - The Stamp Act Con-
gress convened in New York
City with representatives
from nine colonies meet-
ing in protest to the Brit-
ish Stamp Act which im-
posed the first direct tax by
the British Crown upon the
American colonies.

1940 - During World War II
in Europe, German troops
invaded Romania to take
seize strategic oil fields.
1949 - The German Demo-
cratic Republic came into
existence in East Germany.
Dominated by Soviet Rus-
sia, it lasted until German
reunification in 1990.

1985 - Palestinian terrorists
seized the Italian passenger
ship Achille Lauro carrying
about 440 persons, threaten-
ing to blow it up if Israel did
not free 50 Palestinian pris-
oners. Leon Klinghoffer, an
elderly  wheelchair-bound
American, was murdered.

October 8

1871 - The Great Fire of
Chicago erupted. According
to legend, it started when
Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked
over a lantern in her barn
on DeKoven Street. Over
300 persons were killed and
90,000 were left homeless
as the fire leveled 3.5 square
miles, destroying 17,450
buildings. Financial losses
totaled over $200 million.
1918 - During World War
I in the Argonne Forest in
France, U.S. Sergeant Alvin
C. York single-handed-
ly took out a German ma-
chine-gun battalion, killing
over a dozen and capturing
132. He was later awarded
the Medal of Honor and the
French Croix de Guerre.
1993 - The U.N. General
Assembly lifted economic
sanctions against South Af-
rica following the end of ra-
cial apartheid. The sanctions
had been imposed since the
1960s.

1996 - Palestinian President
Yasser Arafat made his first
public visit to Israel for talks
with Israeli President Ezer
Weizman at his private res-
idence.

1998 - The U.S. House of
Representatives voted 258-
176 to approve a resolu-
tion launching an impeach-
ment inquiry of President
Bill Clinton. It was only the
third time in U.S. history
the House launched a for-
mal impeachment inquiry of
a sitting president. (The oth-
er two: Andrew Johnson and
Richard Nixon).

Birthday - American fight-
er pilot Ace Eddie Rick-
enbacker (1890-1973) was
born in Columbus, Ohio.
He commanded the first
U.S. aero unit to take part in
World War I and was credit-
ed with 26 victories, becom-
ing America’s leading Ace.
He was awarded the Medal
of Honor. He later got in-
volved in auto racing and
headed Eastern Air Lines
from 1934-63.

October 9

1962 - Uganda achieved in-
dependence after nearly 70
years of British rule.

1970 - Cambodia declared
itself the Khmer Republic
following the abolishment
of the monarchy by the leg-
islature.

Birthday - John Lennon
(1940-1980) was born in
Liverpool, England. He was
a member of The Beatles,
an influential rock group
which captivated audiences
first in England and Germa-
ny, and later in America and
throughout the world. He
was murdered in New York
City on December &, 1980.

October 10

1954 - Ho Chi Minh en-
tered Hanoi, Vietnam, after
the withdrawal of French
troops, in accordance with
armistice terms ending the
seven-year struggle be-
tween Communist Vietnam-
ese and the French.

1973 - Spiro T. Agnew
(1918-1996) resigned the
office of Vice President
of the United States amid
charges of income tax eva-
sion on illegal payments al-
legedly received while he
was governor of Maryland
and after he became Vice
President. He was later giv-
en a $10,000 fine and sen-
tenced to serve three years
probation. He was succeed-
ed as Vice President by Ger-
ald R. Ford, who went on to
become President after the
resignation of Richard M.
Nixon.

Birthday - Ttalian opera
composer Giuseppi Verdi
(1813-1901) was born in Le
Roncole, Italy. His 26 op-
eras include; Rigoletto, Il
Trovatore, La Traviata and
Aida, and are among the
most popular of all classical
music performed today.

October 11

1521 - King Henry VIII of
England was given the title
“Defender of the Faith” by
Pope Leo X following the
publication of the King’s
book against Martin Luther.
1899 - The Boer War be-
gan in South African be-
tween the British Empire
and Boers of the Transvaal
and Orange Free State. The
war ended in 1902 with the
Treaty of Pretoria in which
the Transvaal and Orange
Free State became British
colonies.

1939 - Albert Einstein
warned President Franklin
D. Roosevelt that his theo-
ries could lead to Nazi Ger-
many’s development of an
atomic bomb. Einstein sug-
gested the U.S. develop its
own bomb. This resulted in
the top secret “Manhattan
Project.”

1962 - The Second Vatican
Council was opened in St.
Peter’s Basilica in Rome by
Pope John XXIII. Sessions
were held in four succes-
sive autumns from 1962-65.
Vatican II resulted in sweep-
ing changes to the Catholic
Church including the use of
English and local native lan-
guages in the Mass instead
of Latin, and openness and
cooperation with other reli-
gions and denominations.
1976 - The “Gang of Four,”
including the widow of Mao
Zedong, was arrested in
China, charged with plot-
ting a coup. They were sub-
sequently tried and convict-
ed of various crimes against
the state.

Birthday - Eleanor Roo-
sevelt (1884-1962) was
born in New York City.
She was the wife of Presi-
dent Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt, 32nd U.S. President.
As First Lady, she led an
unprecedented independent
life, striving to improve the
lives of people all over the
world. In 1933, she became
the first wife of a president

to give her own news con-
ference in the White House.
She traveled extensively on
her own and was affection-
ately called “First Lady of
the world.” She served as a
U.S. delegate to the United
Nations for many years and
helped write the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human
Rights.

October 12

1492 - After a 33-day voy-
age, Christopher Colum-
bus made his first landfall
in the New World in the Ba-
