By John Peery
Apopka Chief Staff

The city of Apopka will
defend itself and seek a dis-
missal of a lawsuit brought
by a Daytona Beach man
over the accessibility of
city documents on its web-
site for blind or visually im-
paired citizens.

Joel Price of Daytona
Beach, who said he is le-
gally blind, filed the lawsuit
on May 5 in federal court
after writing a letter earlier
this year complaining that
his screen reader software
cannot “read” city docu-
ments that are on its web-
site, www.apopka.net.

Price’s suit stated, “As
an active and social Florida
resident, plaintiff is inter-
ested in the quality of life,
economic growth, tourism,
preservation of natural en-
vironment, housing, and
urbanization issues. There-

fore, plaintiff is concerned
about becoming informed
about quality of water; proj-
ects to preserve the natural
environments; land use; rec-
reational activities for the
community, and use of dif-
ferent resources utilized by
the government of city of
Apopka dedicated to mak-
ing Apopka a better place
to live and work. Therefore,
in February 2019, plaintiff
visited defendant’s website
with the intent of educat-
ing himself about the qual-
ity of life and governmental
functioning in city of Apop-
ka. Plaintiff also wanted to
find out more about pro-
grams, services, and activi-
ties available to visitors and
residents.”

Because the website’s
documents have not been
made accessible via screen
reader software, Price’s suit
claims that he has “suffered
feelings of shame, humilia-
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tion, isolation, segregation
and has been injured by ex-
periencing emotional suf-
fering, pain and anguish as
a result of being segregated
and prohibited from enjoy-
ing the programs, services
and activities offered to the
public by city of Apopka.
Plaintiff continues to desire
to participate in the govern-
mental functioning of city
of Apopka and in the pro-
grams, services and activi-
ties offered to the public by
city of Apopka. However,
plaintiff is unable to do so,
as he is unable to meaning-
fully access and compre-
hend the electronic docu-
ments provided to the public
by city of Apopka.”

The city’s insurance
carrier has hired Roper &
Roper, an Apopka law firm,
to defend the city in the suit.

City attorney Joe Byrd
said that the firm will im-
mediately seek a dismiss-

Real estate value up 8.3% in city

By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

As is the case with all of
Orange County’s 13 munic-
ipalities, the city of Apopka
is experiencing market val-
ue growth this year thanks
to the near-record new con-
struction and  historically
high property values, accord-
ing to the Orange County
Property Appraiser’s Office.

Apopka’s market val-
ue has increased by 8.3 per-
cent over last year’s num-
bers. Also this year, seven
of 13 Orange County mu-
nicipalities recorded double-
digit growth, just as Orange
County’s market value has
topped $206 billion for the
first time ever.

Oakland is seeing as
high as an 18-percent in-
crease in market value over
2018. Oakland is a small
town just west of downtown
Winter Garden on the south
side of Lake Apopka.

Orlando’s values have
increased by 10.4 percent.

“I was surprised there
were other cities quite a bit

higher than us,” said Apop-
ka Mayor Bryan Nelson. “I
thought all the growth would
have been a little higher on
the 8 percent, but we haven’t
really dug into the details.”

When asked what the
city of Apopka would do in
terms of boosting its market
value, Nelson said that’s up
to the market.

“The market will dictate
as far as the prices,” Nelson
said. “Even with all the new
growth, you still have a huge
base, so it’s not easy to grow
it based on new growth. It’s
increased property values
more so than new growth.”

Moreover, while Or-
ange County has steadily re-
covered from the 2008 eco-
nomic downturn, new con-
struction values have dou-
bled over the last 10 years.

“Increased market val-
ues are a strong indicator of a
thriving region and a healthy
economy,” Orange Coun-
ty Property Appraiser Rick
Singh said in a press release.
“The Orange County Proper-
ty appraiser’s office is com-
mitted to the accurate assess-
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ment of property and analy-
sis of data to inform the pub-
lic on current values. This
reporting continues to cap-
ture upward trends in values
which bodes well for con-
tinuing success for Orange
County and its taxpayers.”

OCPA reports $4.4 bil-
lion in new construction this
year, an average of over $12
million every day. This is a
reflection of the high influx
of businesses and potential
residents wanting to move to
Orange County.

“Rising market val-
ues are great news for res-
idents whose communi-
ties will benefit from the
additional tax revenue for
years to come,” Singh said
in the press release. “These
resources can help fund
schools, infrastructure, and
parks ... all the amenities
that make Orange County a
great place to live, work, and
play.”

al of Price’s lawsuit, some-
thing the law firm was able
to do in another suit brought
by Price against the city of
Longboat Key.

As a result of Price’s
original complaint letter sent
earlier this year, the city has
taken down almost all of its
PDF and Microsoft Word
documents  because they
cannot be read by screen
reader software.

Even if the lawsuit is
dismissed, Byrd said the city
still has troubles.

“Don’t think that even
if we walk away winning the
suit that means that, ‘Oh, we
don’t have to worry about
anything on the website.” We
certainly do,” Byrd said.

“We take it seriously,
but we do think we should
be able to defend this suit.”
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Fri., June 7, 2019 thru
Sun., June 9, 2019

3D MOVIES

DARK PHOENIX 3D (PG-13) 10:10
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 23D
(PG)10:00

GODZILLA: KING OF THE
MONSTERS 3D (2019) (PG-13)
955

Sunday Movies $7.50 All Day

DARK PHOENIX (PG-13) 10:10A";
1:30;4:20; 7:10

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2
(PG) 10:05A%; 12:00; 2:30; 5:00; 7:30
GODZILLA: KING OF THE
MONSTERS (2019) (PG-13)
10:20A%; 12:40™*; 12:50*; 3:50; 6:50
MA (2019) (R) 12:15; 2
800; 10;

520

:00; 10:35
ROCKETMAN (R) 12:20; 3:45;
700,950
ALADDIN (2019) (PG) 10:00A;
1:00; 4:10; 7:20; 10:25
JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 3 -
PARABELLUM (R) 12:05; 3:20;
6:40; 10:30
AVENGERS: ENDGAME (2019)
(PG-13) 12:00; 3:10; 6:30; 9:40

*SUNDAY ONLY

**FRIDAY & SATURDAY ONLY

WEKIVA

RIVERWALK

'WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
Www.regmovies.com
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Everybody has an opinion.
Why not share yours?
Send a letter to the Editor online
www.theapopkachief.com
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Adding Value To Your Home

opping for new floors in the Apopka area?

We are a family owned business with four
locations throughout Florida.

We have what you are looking for.

[camnare]
HARDWOOD

We offer a 5-year installation warranty

380 Semoran Commerce Place, Ste. 105 Apopka
Monday - Friday 10/AM= 6 PM s Sunday by appointment only

407-814-3696 | FlooringMaster.com

LOOMIS
FUNERAL HOMES

SERVING FAMILIES FOR OVER THREE
GENERATIONS.

PROVIDING EVERY FAMILY
WITH THE CARE AND RESPECT
THEY DESERVE

(407) 880-1007

APOPKA CARE

—PHARMACY—

STAY WELL, STAY BRIGHT
TRULY FOR COMMUNITY

We welcome former patients of The Pharmacy Store as well as
all patients in Apopka, Sorrento, Ocoee, Mount Dora, Eustis,
Zellwood, Altamonte Springs, Wekiva Springs, and Orlando.

Blister Packaging
Child Packaging

lect Antibioti
Group Packaging Select Antibiotics

& Over-The-Counter
Medications

_$10 OFF v pssivir.

www.apopkacarepharmacy.com
407-814-4843 | 63 West Main Street, Apopka, FL 32703

Finance With ()% APR
FOR 7 2 MONTHS

**See Dealer For Details. Some vehicles are priced with Ford Credit rebates. Must finance:
through Ford. Credit Approval required. Images Used For Illustration Purposes Only.
Excludes Raptors. Limited time offer.

866-931-6124 e 1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL
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Take Traffic School... ,‘
407-880-600
State Approved ¢ 10 A N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.citydrivingschooloc.com
Call for an appointment or drop in and see us.
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N
Valid for up to four players. Not vaid with any otner offers. Must present coupon at check-in, expies 6/30/10

18 Locations

[ »YORLANDO ActualPatient
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Dr. Douglas Childs, DPM

Board Certified
Foot & Ankle Surgeon

High quality treatments
for your foot and
ankle troubles.

BAPT

ORTHODONTICS

NOW OPEN
IN APOPKA!

Across from Kit Land Nelson Park

=

Community Church

407-218-5155

i STUDY 10:00 AM
Treaimenis for: 12 South Park Ave | Apopka, FL 32703 SERVICE 11:30 AM
+ Bunions CALL FOR YOUR FREE SATURDAY

+ Bone Spurs ¢
+ Fractures & Mo

(407) 410-1234 | www.OrlandoFoot.com

CONSULTATION TODAY!

407-801-7775

9635 Bear Lake Rd  Apopka, FL 32703

board@graceworx.org

202 N Park Ave, Ste 500, Apopka, FL 32703

Get Your
E-edition today!

Read page by page anytime, anywhere and on any device.

Like us on
Facebook
Get important

news when
it happens

The Apopka Chief

Your Trusted Local News Source
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

News that can affect you
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