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Workshop sets new course for city budget

Departments 
outline priorities in 
14 presentations

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

Apopka city departments 
outlined staffing needs, re-
development priorities, tech-
nology upgrades and long-
term planning initiatives dur-
ing the opening portion of 
the City Commission’s first 
preliminary FY2027 bud-
get workshop Wednesday 
evening, marking an earlier-
than-usual start to the city’s 
annual budget process.

The May 13 workshop 
came just two weeks after 
Mayor Nick Nesta was sworn 
into office and after he pre-
viously expressed interest 
in holding additional work-
shops to increase public in-
put on city issues, including 

the budget. In prior years, de-
tailed departmental budget 
workshops typically began in 
July.

Nesta said the prelimi-
nary workshop was designed 
as a high-level overview to 
give commissioners and resi-
dents an early look at depart-
ment needs before they begin 
prioritizing later in the bud-
get process.

“I did not have any say 
on their budget,” Nesta said 
about department heads’ re-
quests. “It was prepared [to] 
ask for everything, ask for 
the moon, the stars, and then 
give us a little bit of a runway 
to prioritize for us, a little bit 
what that looks like.”

Finance Director Blanche 
Sherman outlined a proposed 
budget workshop timeline 
that adds meetings in June 
and early July before the city 
sets a rollback and proposed 
operating millage rate in mid-

July. That would be followed 
by September budget hear-
ings, including a tentative 
Sept. 3 date contingent on 
Orange County’s schedule.

Early departments high-
lighted recurring themes re-
lated to city growth, staffing 
demands, infrastructure mod-
ernization and redevelop-
ment planning. In all, 14 city 
departments made presenta-
tions.

Human Resources Direc-
tor Joe Patton said the city 
has 649 full-time positions 
and 115 part-time positions. 
Patton said the city added 
approximately 91 positions 
over the past two years and is 
looking at more than 60 addi-
tional positions in the upcom-
ing budget cycle.

Patton requested several 
staffing additions within hu-
man resources and risk man-
agement, including making a 
part-time records worker full 

time, a risk management po-
sition, and an executive assis-
tant position. He also said the 
city plans a 3.3% pay band 
adjustment tied to inflation 
and intends to continue 6% 
merit increases, which he de-
scribed as “a big recruiting 
tool.”

The Human Resources 
Department also projected 
a 6.5% increase in employ-
er healthcare contributions, 
down from 11.5% the previ-
ous year.

Resident Sylvester Hall 
said proper staffing was crit-
ical to city operations and 
public safety.

“We should never be 
where we at now, period,” 
Hall said. “We need strong 
department heads to come to 
you and say, ‘I need this’ and 
not be afraid of losing their 
jobs by saying that.”

Moore reflects on public service, unfinished projects
Four candidates have 
filed for District 2 
commission seat

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

Former Orange Coun-
ty Commissioner Christine 
Moore said transportation 
connectivity, infrastructure 
coordination and conserva-
tion planning remain among 
the region’s biggest unfin-
ished challenges as she re-
flects on nearly eight years 
representing Northwest Or-
ange County.

Moore spoke with The 

Apopka Chief this week 
about her time on the Or-
ange County Commission, 
the projects she believes still 
need attention, and how her 
priorities have evolved since 
the campaign.

Moore lost her bid for 
Apopka mayor in the April 
runoff election to Commis-
sioner Nick Nesta, following 
a March general election in 
which both Moore and Nesta 
defeated two-term incumbent 
Mayor Bryan Nelson.

Moore’s runoff loss 
marked a break in her nearly 
two decades in elected office. 
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When urgency turns
into an emergency,
count on us.

Now Open in Apopka 2757 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka, FL 32712

Ruth pushes to slow 
Apopka’s growth, 
reassess planning
Concerns prompt 
cancellation of 
commission 
meeting this week
By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

City Commission-
er Sam Ruth says his re-
cent push to revisit the 

city’s Planning Commis-
sion structure stems from 
a growing concern that de-
velopment in the city is 
moving faster than the in-
frastructure needed to sup-
port it.

Ruth, a former city 
commissioner who was 
elected to Seat 1 in March, 
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Sam Ruth (center) and Vice Mayor Diane Velazquez (right) 
speak with an attendee at the Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast.
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Moore smiles in front of her home during an election night 
watch party. 

First Landings Aviation to 
partner with Wekiva AFJROTC
Aviation school 
to provide flight 
instructors for 
simulator program

By Sarah Merly
Reporter

First Landings Avia-
tion, Apopka’s oldest avia-
tion school, is set to provide 
flight simulator instruction 
to Wekiva High School Air 
Force Junior Reserve Of-
ficer Training Corps (AF-
JROTC) cadets upon the 
simulator program’s launch 
in the 2026–27 school year.

“What they have prom-
ised is to help with get-
ting the simulators set 
up — ​FAA-certified sim-
ulators — ​and provide the 
guidance and instructors to 

help get the program start-
ed, which is huge for this 
school,” said Wekiva AF-
JROTC senior instructor 
and retired Col. Scott Stew-
art. 

The AFJROTC pro-
gram previously received 
a $10,000 check in March 
from Lockheed Martin, in 
partnership with the Foun-
dation for Orange County 
Public Schools (OCPS), to 
purchase two flight simula-
tors, with OCPS providing 
a buffer of $5,000 for any 
additional costs. 

The simulators, known 
as Basic Aviation Training 
Devices (BATD), would 
feature three cockpit win-
dow monitors and a small-
er monitor with flight con-
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First Landings Aviation is located in Orlando Apopka 
Airport at 1321 Apopka Airport Road.
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The Apopka City Commission met Wednesday night to begin work on the city's budget for the next fiscal year.
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Legislature reconvenes 
to tackle new budget

Last week, af-
ter legislators ap-
proved Governor 
Ron DeSantis’ con-
gressional redistrict-
ing draft map pro-
posal (83–28 in the 
House and 21–17 in 
the Senate) during a 
special session, the 
governor signed off 
on the bills, official-
ly putting the new map into effect 
for the 2026 election cycle.

At the time of publication 
of this column, legislators will 
have completed the first of three 
weeks of the second special ses-
sion, which is focused on passing 
the state budget.

At the end of April, leader-
ship in the legislative branch had 
announced that both the House 
and Senate had reached an agree-
ment on funding allocations, 
which is required in order to com-
bine the funding proposals from 
each chamber into a final budget 
to pass.

The following joint alloca-
tions agreed upon for the Gener-
al Revenue Fund for fiscal year 
2026–2027 were shared by cate-
gory with legislators prior to the 
convening of the special session: 
$476 million for administered 
funds and statewide issues; $560 
million for transportation, tour-
ism and economic development; 
$568 million for state administra-
tion/general government; $1.38 
billion for agriculture and natural 
resources/agriculture and envi-
ronment; $6.68 billion for high-
er education; $6.96 billion for 
justice/criminal and civil justice; 
$16.2 billion for pre K-education; 
and $19.2 billion for health care/
health and human services.

The joint budget propos-
al (in  April) totaled $51.98 bil-

lion. House Speak-
er Daniel Perez 
had announced in a 
memo that he was 
“pleased…for the 
second consecutive 
year, our budget 
will reduce overall 
government spend-
ing while respon-
sibly directing tax-
payer dollars toward 

essential priorities.”
The purpose of the first week 

of this second special session was 
to commence budget conferenc-
ing. During the budget confer-
encing period, legislators are as-
signed to one or more combined 
committees (with House and Sen-
ate members) according to each 
budget category to focus on ne-
gotiating and resolving remain-
ing budget items that are in dis-
pute.

The goal for budget confer-
encing this week (and also pos-
sibly next week) was to resolve 
all specific remaining category 
matters and bump up to the larg-
er budget conference committee. 
Chaired by the budget chief, the 
larger budget conference com-
mittee oversees the budget as a 
whole and tailors its focus on 
broader unresolved budget items.

Leadership informed mem-
bers that they should expect to re-
turn to Tallahassee after Memo-
rial Day to vote on the final bud-
get negotiations. I plan to publish 
another column during Memorial 
Day week providing an update on 
the Legislature’s progress with 
negotiations.

I am hopeful that the next 
three weeks of the special session 
will be productive, efficient, and 
that we can all work together in 
unity to balance a budget that best 
serves our state and residents.

Business owner shows best of Apopka
When the Foliage Sertoma Club 

recently named local business own-
er James “Jamey” Maltby its annual 
Service to Mankind award winner, 
he was surprised.

I dare say no one who knows 
Jamey shared his surprise.

As I chatted with Maltby over 
lunch at Beef O’Brady’s last week, 
his qualities were evident. He greet-
ed a police officer he knew, a friend 
from his Bowlero bowling league sat 
down for a few minutes to chat, and 
while we talked another friend, via 
text, was trying to entice him into a 
business partnership.

Maltby is the kind of person who 
has a thick network of relationships 
in the community, built over a life-
time of interactions in Apopka. The 
ways he has given back include sup-
porting local sports programs, donat-
ing 1,000 oak trees and crepe myrtles 
to the Apopka Art & Foliage Festival 
and advertising for 22 years in The 
Apopka Chief.

If you think advertising in the 
Chief helped Maltby grow his busi-
ness, you would be right. But it’s also 
absolutely right to give him credit for 
it as a community service.

In his 2000 book “Bowling 

Alone,” Robert D. Putnam docu-
mented the critical role of social co-
hesion in a healthy community. In 
short, communities with high trust 
among robust social networks have 
less crime, more economic vitali-
ty, better governance, and healthier, 
happier citizens.

People like Maltby contribute to 
this not only through individual ac-
tions such as being an honest busi-
nessman and participating in a bowl-
ing league, but through supporting 
the local newspaper — ​which is an-
other hallmark of a healthy commu-
nity.

Research has repeatedly shown 
that communities with a strong local 
news outlet have more civic engage-
ment, less corruption, smarter devel-

opment, a better business climate, 
and even lower municipal borrowing 
costs.

Sadly, over the last two decades, 
many towns have seen these issues 
trend in the wrong direction as more 
than 3,500 local newspapers have 
closed, giving rise to increasing mis-
information, polarization and a frag-
mented sense of community.

Thankfully, this is not the story 
in Apopka. Last year we grew rev-
enue at the Chief for the first time in 
more than a dozen years as we ex-
panded circulation and made our 
content free for the whole commu-
nity.

We are grateful to our members, 
our new advertisers, and to long-
standing advertisers like Maltby’s 
Tree Service who all make this im-
portant, community-building work 
possible.

In a very real way, each of these 
business and resident stakehold-
ers can lay claim to every story you 
read in the Chief — ​from the news at 
City Hall to the latest club events and 
happenings on the sports fields. So 
the next time you see Jamey Maltby 
(or any one of our other advertisers), 
please tell him thank you.

You have to look closely to see good news about gas
When I was in high school, the 

1955 Chevrolet Bel-Air was what the 
Volkswagen was supposed to be in 
1930s Germany — ​a car everybody 
could afford. If you weren’t picky 
about stuff like dog hair and dog 
smells and didn’t absolutely need 
both headlights and a floorboard in 
the back, you could get one for 50 
bucks.

That thought made me smile 
when my gas fill-up Tuesday was 
just over 50 bucks.

I wasn’t looking at anything in 
particular while smiling, just star-
ing off into 1966, but appearanc-
es are everything. If you happened 
to be looking my direction from the 
next set of pumps, it would seem that 
I was looking in your direction and 
was amused by what I saw.

What I would have been seeing 
if I had been looking was a large un-
happy man pumping gas into a tank 
that was about eye level on a truck 
with five tires. He was into triple fig-
ures and didn’t see anything the least 
bit funny about the situation.

He looked like he was ready to 
pound somebody into the pavement.

Luckily, I am too old to be taken 
seriously enough to pound, which is 
one of the few benefits of age. Anoth-
er is that the cost of fuel doesn’t hit 
so hard because as retirees my wife 
and I don’t have to drive that much 

anymore. The only regular trip is to 
the grocery store two miles away.

We don’t have a gas crisis be-
cause we can fairly easily afford to 
drive to our other crisis: Feeding our-
selves. It would appear from the pric-
es that beef must go from Omaha to 
Florida via the Strait of Hormuz. Ei-
ther that or they’ve started feeding 
cows on gasoline.

It can be depressing, but we are 
not the first to find times hard. Anne 
Murray did a song in 1983 that said 
“what we need is a little good news 
today.” So I did some figuring and 
came up with a cheerful headline.

In the early 1970s I worked at a 
self-service gas station in my area, 
back before technology had caught 
up with the idea. An attendant had to 
reset the pumps and collect the cash. 
No credit cards.

Gasoline was 28.9 cents per 
gallon. That might seem like the 

good old days unless you were do-
ing what I  was doing for $1.60 per 
hour — ​strolling around with a big 
wad of bills at midnight, available to 
be robbed by people already in what 
amounted to get-away vehicles.

I drove a 1965 Buick Wildcat, 
which got about the same mileage 
as that previously mentioned 1955 
Chevy, 10 to 14 miles per gallon. 
Let’s be generous and call it 12 — ​
that thing was a beast, and I  never 
tuned it up.

I could buy 5.5 gallons of gaso-
line for what I was paid for an hour 
of inhaling exhaust fumes and risk-
ing my life, enough fuel to take that 
Buick 66 miles.

The internet tells me that the 
minimum wage I made in 1972 is the 
equivalent to $10 an hour in today’s 
money. At the $4.49 I just paid, that 
would get me only 2.2 gallons, mak-
ing the old days still seem golden.

However, I normally get around 
30 miles per gallon, and the experts 
say if I  slowed down to 55, I could 
get 37. For the equivalent of an 
hour’s work in 1972, I  can now fi-
nance 82 miles of driving.

So, there’s your happy head-
line: GAS PRICES HAVE GONE 
DOWN! (Relatively speaking.)

That’s worth a smile.
Just don’t let anybody see you 

do it at the gas pumps.

About The 
Apopka Chief

The Apopka Chief is published every Fri-
day and entered as Periodicals, postage paid 
at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Con-
gress of March 3, 1879 (USPS545–440). The 
Apopka Chief newspaper is published by 
Mainstreet Daily News from 400 North Park 
Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712–3417. Phone 
407–886–2777.

The Apopka Chief is an award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member 
of the Florida Press Association. Email news 
tips to news@theapopkachief.com.

Letters to the editor are welcome and en-
couraged, but they should be signed and in-
clude a daytime telephone number, address, 
or email address for verification. Management 
reserves the right to edit letters.
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You may pick up                                             at the following locations in and around Apopka
7-Eleven: 1117 E. Semoran Boulevard
7-Eleven: 1439 W. Orange Blossom Trail
AdventHealth Apopka: 2100 Ocoee Apopka Road
Apopka City Hall: 120 E. Main Street
Apopka High School: 555 Martin Street
Apopka Life Care Center: 1443 Clarcona Road
Apopka Pack & Ship: 2246 E. Semoran Boulevard
Apopka Utilities Billing: 150 E. 5th Street
Apopka Vape Shop: 216 N. Park Avenue
Arco Grocery: 439 S. Central Avenue
Beef ‘O’ Brady’s: 1410 Rock Springs Road
BP Station: 2684 E. Semoran Boulevard
BWI Companies, Inc.: 3700 W. Orange Blossom Trail
Chase Bank: 1 E. Main Street
Chevron Apopka: 1025 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Circle K: 489 E. Keene Road
Circle K: 277 E. Main Street
City Discount Beverage & Smoke: 370 E. Main
Street
Clarcona Resort Condominium Association: 3000
Clarcona Road
Cohil Family Dentistry: 2525 E Semoran Blvd
Coin Laundry: 805 N. Park Avenue
CVS Pharmacy: 2311 E. Semoran Boulevard
CVS Pharmacy: 65 E. Main Street
Dream Lake Elementary School: 500 N. Park
Avenue
Fairwinds Credit Union: 1621 S. Orange Blossom
Trail

Griffin’s General Store: 262 W. Michael Gladden
Boulevard
Hampton Inn & Suites Orlando-Apopka: 321 S. Lake
Cortez Drive
Jeff’s Bagel Run: 2107 E. Semoran Boulevard, Suite C
John Bridges Community Center: 445 W. 13th Street
KOA Journey Apopka: 3800 W. Orange Blossom Trail
Lula Mae’s Eatery: 940 S. Central Avenue
McDonald’s: 223 E. Main Street
Mobil: 454 E. Main Street
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church: 927 S. Central
Avenue
North Orange Branch Library: 1211 E. Semoran Boulevard
One Florida Bank: 21 E. 3rd Street
Optical Eyeland: 730 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Orange County Clerk of Courts: 1111 Rock Springs Road
Publix Super Market at Kelly Park Crossing: 3080 W. Kelly
Park Road
Publix Super Market at Wekiva Plaza: 1545 Rock Springs
Road
P&W Market: 131 E. 13th Street
Robinson Family Restaurant: 301 W. Main Street
Rock Springs Bar & Grill: 4939 Rock Springs Road
Rodeway Inn: 1317 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Sam’s Discount Food Store: 2662 Apopka Boulevard
Seacoast Bank: 345 E. Main Street
Sobik’s Subs & Wing Way: 247 W. Main Street
Solaris Healthcare Apopka: 305 E. Oak Street

St. Paul A.M.E. Church: 1012 S. Park Avenue
Stephie's Pub & Irish Eatery: 1061 W Orange
Blossom Trail
Sunoco: 2971 W. Orange Blossom Trail
Temple of Faith: 1028 Marvin C. Zanders
Avenue
The Apopka Chief: 400 N. Park Avenue
The Hills: 1100 Roger Williams Road
The UPS Store: 1631 Rock Springs Road
The Valley: 5100 Round Lake Road
Trader Mae’s Decor Market: 2001 Rock Springs
Road
Trulieve: 2121 W Orange Blossom Trail
United States Post Office – Apopka Branch:
581 N. Park Avenue
United States Post Office – Plymouth Branch:
900 Plymouth Sorrento Road
Valencia Estates Mobile Home Park: 547 Drage
Drive
Verona Café: 220 Edgewood Drive
Victoria Plaza: 921 W. Orange Blossom Trail
Walgreens: 125 E. Main Street
Wawa: 1615 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Wekiva High School: 2501 Hiawassee Road
Wellsprings Assisted Living: 700 E. Welch Road
World o’ Suds Coin Laundry: 430 E. Main Street
Zellwood Station: 2126 Spillman Drive
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321-689-5866(Owner)

• Tree Trimming & 
Removal 

• Landscape Installation 
• Stump Grinding

• Grapple Truck Services

20% OFF YOUR

ENTIRE ORDER

CAN NOT BE COMBINED

WITH INSURANCE. 

CA

 �OR �OR MORE DETAI
S

EXP. 3/5/27

108 S. Park

Ave, S�ite 100

Apopka, ��

32703 

essentialeyecareoptical.com | �07-893-2733

NEW

LOCATION!

Dr. David Dada, ����r

Sat. by Appt. 9-2

loomis family 
funeral homes

visit our 
online obituary at

loomisfuneralhomes.
com See salesperson for details. 

Offers end 5/31/26.
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Town hall meeting to address 
issues affecting Black community

Panel to share insights, 
info at St. Paul AME 
Church gathering

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

The St. Paul AME Church So-
cial Action Committee will host 
a town hall meeting aimed at ad-
dressing concerns about threats to 
Black voting rights, history and 
culture.

The forum is scheduled for 
5:30–7:30 p. m. on May 21 at St. 
Paul AME Church, 1012 S. Park 
Ave., Apopka. The event is being 
organized under the leadership of 
the Rev. Gerard Moss and will be 
led by Social Action Committee 
Chairman Bobby Scott and attorney 
Greg Jackson.

Organizers said the meeting is 
intended to inform residents and 
provide a space for discussion on is-
sues affecting the Black communi-
ty. A panel of invited professionals 
and local elected officials is expect-
ed to share insights and informa-
tion, followed by an opportunity for 
attendees to offer public comment 
and raise concerns.

“This meeting is a vital oppor-
tunity for our community to come 
together, stay informed, and discuss 
the ongoing challenges to our vot-
ing rights, history, and cultural her-
itage,” Scott said. “We encourage 
everyone to attend and participate 
in this important conversation.”

The event is open to the pub-
lic. For more information, contact 
Scott at 407–247–5553 or via email 
at jadamone@aol.com.

Photo by Teresa Sargeant

The St. Paul AME Church Social Action Committee will host a town hall on 
May 21 at the church to discuss issues affecting the Black community.

Trial for restaurant lawsuit set for February 2028 
City seeks dismissal 
of restaurant lawsuit 
alleging code violation

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

A jury trial has been scheduled 
for February 2028 in a lawsuit filed 
against the city by a local restau-
rant owner, according to court re-
cords, as the case moves forward 
through early stages of litigation.

The trial date and broader liti-
gation schedule were set in a court 
order filed Jan. 7, which outlines 
deadlines for discovery and pretrial 
proceedings leading up to the jury 
trial almost two years away.

The city of Apopka is also ask-
ing a judge to dismiss the lawsuit, 
arguing in a March 10 motion that 
the claims are legally insufficient 
and barred under state law.

Attorneys for the city filed 
the motion in Orange County Cir-
cuit Court seeking to throw out 
the complaint brought by Valer-
ie Sparkman, owner of Just Like 
Momma’s Soul Food and Wings 
LLC. The lawsuit, filed Jan. 6, 
stems from a dispute over a code 
enforcement action involving city 
employee David Whitty.

In its motion, the city argues 
the complaint fails on multiple le-
gal grounds, including that Spark-
man improperly brought claims in-
dividually on behalf of a corpora-
tion and did not provide enough 
specific facts to support the allega-
tions.

“A review of each of Plaintiffs’ 
counts shows that each is due to be 

dismissed as Plaintiffs’ claims are 
brought by an improper party,” the 
motion reads.

The motion cites sovereign 
immunity — a legal doctrine that 
limits lawsuits against government 
entities — arguing several of the 
claims, including negligence and 
constitutional violations, are not 
permitted under state law. The mo-
tion further characterizes parts of 
the complaint as a “shotgun plead-
ing,” alleging it improperly com-
bines multiple claims without clear 
distinction.

In addition to dismissal, the 
city is asking the court to strike 
certain damage claims, including 
those related to emotional distress.

The lawsuit alleges Whitty act-
ed outside his authority by issuing 

what the plaintiff describes as an 
unlawful stop-work order, delay-
ing the restaurant’s renovation and 
causing financial losses. The suit 
seeks more than $50,000 in damag-
es, along with costs and a jury trial.

Court records show the case 
has continued to move forward 
procedurally even as the dismissal 
request remains pending. On April 
29, the city filed notice that it had 
served its initial disclosures to the 
plaintiff – a required step in civil 
cases that outlines potential wit-
nesses and evidence each side may 
use.

Earlier filings show the case 
formally progressed in January and 
February, when summonses were 
issued to notify the city and Whitty 
of the lawsuit.

Photo by Teresa Sargeant

A jury trial has been scheduled for February 2028 in a lawsuit that Just 
Like Momma’s (pictured) restaurant owner Valerie Sparkman filed against 
the city, alleging a code enforcement violation. 
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Audiology
CENTRAL
FLORIDA

C E R T I F I E D

Join us to: 
• Meet our expert hearing care team
• Receive a comprehensive hearing and  

speech evaluation (ages 2+ welcome) 
• Learn about your hearing care and  

speech therapy options
• Experience advanced hearing technology firsthand

Better Speech and Hearing Month  
Special Screening Event! May 27

Reclaim clarity, connection, and confidence. 
Call to book your appointment today!

407.358.7045

Find out firsthand at

Apopka  • 200 N Park Ave, Ste B

Amy Davis, Au.D.

CentralFloridaAudiology.com

May is Better Speech  
and Hearing Month!

Better hearing connects you to the people 
and moments that matter.

Sponsored Content

Keep your trees healthy and property safe during storm
season with Maltby’s Tree Service and Landscaping 

Most Florida home and
business owners are familiar
with the damage that can
come from severe storms. If
not, it is important to brush
up on the topic, because one
can never be too prepared
for what a severe storm or
hurricane can do to unkept
trees.
  Hurricane season officially
begins on June 1, 2026, and
now is the time to prepare
for the possible risks ahead.
Storm preparation might feel
demanding but if it saves
homes, office buildings and
trees from damage, it’s
always worth the effort. This
can be a busy time of year
for tree servicing com-
panies, so it’s important if
you want to get on the books,
to do it sooner rather than
later.

 

   “It’s wise to have your trees
inspected and pruned annually.
This can be done quickly and
will save you money in the
long run. In most cases,
maintaining your trees is far
less expensive  than removing
and replacing them! This
proactive measure can help
assure that your trees are
healthy and reduce any risk of
storm damage to your home or
property down the road,”  
stated James Maltby, owner
and operator of Maltby’s Tree
Service and Landscaping.

 At-risk trees that need
professional service often
exhibit:
  • Branches that are rubbing
each other or even rubbing
wires on your home or
business
  • Branches that are touching
or laying on your rooftop
  • Low-hanging branches that
obstruct the street or sidewalk
 • Branches that appear
diseased or insect infested

   “If you have a tree that has
grown too large for your
property, is damaging your
foundation, or is in danger of
breaking or falling on the roof
of your home, this is a major
concern. Before these things
happen, call us. We have
trained professionals to
evaluate each situation and to
provide you with the best in
customer service. We pride
ourselves on a fast response
time, and the best prices are
guaranteed,” stated Maltby.
 Maltby’s Tree Service and
Landscaping is a full-service
tree company that offers tree
trimming, tree removal,
landscaping, and monthly
maintenance. Along with these
services, they’re the experts to
use for new landscape
installation and stump
grinding. Their staff is always
ready to assist you and will
make sure your landscaping
and tree needs are met to your
satisfaction.
 They provide free stump
grinding with tree removal
services and always provide
free estimates. Whenever they
perform a tree removal service,
their employees work quickly
and efficiently, while adhering

to the highest standards of
safety, all at very competitive
prices. They’re fully licensed
and insured, including
Workers’ Compensation on all
employees.

 Maltby’s Tree Service and
Landscaping is reachable 24
hours-a-day for any after-
hours emergency service. For
your convenience and peace of
mind, a management team
member is always on-site for
all services and property
evaluations. They can easily
assess the condition of your
trees and property and then
suggest the best course of
action to take.

 Maltby’s Tree Service and
Landscaping will be happy to
quote commercial tree
trimming or removal jobs.
With more than 20 years in
business, you can rest assured
you’re in good hands with a
company that is committed
and ethical and prides itself on
a job well done.

 Call them today at 321-689-
5866 to set an appointment
and see why Maltby’s Tree
Service and Landscaping are
the local experts you can count
on.

Inordertohavebeautifulandsafe trees, proper pruning is necessary
andimportantforatree’shealth. Call Maltby’s Tree Service and 

Landscapingtodayat321-689-5866 to schedule your free residential 
orcommercialevaluation and estimate.

RUTH
FROM A1

said while he supports 
growth, the city needs to take 
a closer look at whether its 
current planning and infra-
structure systems are pre-
pared for what lies ahead.

“Growth is good, but 
controlled growth is smarter, 
wiser and better for the com-
munity as a whole,” Ruth 
said in an interview with 
The Apopka Chief. “I  think 
we’ve lost sight of that in the 
last several years.”

According to Ruth, the 
debate is not about targeting 
individual Planning Com-
mission members or disman-
tling the city’s existing re-
view procedures, which he 
described as “solid.” Instead, 
he said he wants city leaders, 
staff and advisory boards to 
pause and evaluate whether 
Apopka’s infrastructure can 
keep pace with continued de-
velopment.

“This is not about any 

board member,” Ruth said. 
“This is about seeing who 
can get the brightest and 
smartest people to fulfill 
these spots while we really 
do a deep forensic audit of 
what our infrastructure is like 
[and] how we can support the 
city’s needs.”

Ruth’s comments fol-
low a May 6 City Commis-
sion meeting where discus-
sion led to the cancellation of 
the May 12 Planning Com-
mission meeting until the 
city could hold a workshop 
examining the board’s future 
direction and development 
priorities.

Ruth said his concerns 
intensified during a May 6 
meeting discussion involv-
ing a proposed eight-unit 
townhome project within 
the Community Redevelop-
ment Agency district, which 
the commission voted 5–0 to 
deny.

During discussion of that 
project, Ruth said he saw 
a disconnect between city 
staff’s development recom-
mendations and what he be-
lieves are the city’s infra-
structure limitations.

“When you sit back and 
you see that disconnect, it 
only leaves you to ask the 
question, there’s something 
wrong here, and it needs to 
be at least questioned,” he 
told the Chief.

Among the issues Ruth 
cited during the Chief inter-
view were aging water and 
sewer infrastructure, road-
way congestion, and in-
creasing residential density 
in some neighborhoods. He 
said the city needs a more 
comprehensive review of in-
frastructure capacity before 
approving additional proj-
ects.

“We don’t have the roads 
to support it,” Ruth said. “We 

don’t have the infrastructure 
to support it.”

Ruth also said he would 
like to see wider community 
participation in future Plan-
ning Commission appoint-
ments. That would include 
encouraging current board 
members to reapply along-
side new candidates from 
across the city.

“This board hasn’t 
changed in 30 years,” he 
said. “I  think there’s great 
talent here in the city.”

Ruth said he believes 
elected officials and board 
members need a deeper un-
derstanding of Apopka’s 
land development code and 
the planning tools available 
to manage growth.

“There’s tools there, and 
if you know how to use them, 
we can slow some of this de-
velopment down,” Ruth said.

The City Commission is 
expected to discuss the Plan-

ning Commission further at 
its May 20 meeting. Ruth 
said he hopes the conversa-
tion leads to wider collabo-
ration among city leaders, 
staff and residents about how 
Apopka should grow in the 
coming years.

“This needs to be a com-
munity-driven, community 
involvement process,” Ruth 
said. “This is not about me. 
It’s not about anything I’m 
doing. I’m trying to make 
Apopka better.”

During his report at the 
May 6 Commission meeting, 
Ruth asked his fellow com-
missioners to temporarily 
pause Planning Commission 
activity.

“Because I’ve been 
elected for a month and a half 
now, this [is the] first open 
conversation I’ve had,” Ruth 
said during the meeting. “By 
the end of this month, that’s 
two months that they’re 

ahead of me, and I’m go-
ing to be on defense coming 
straight out of the chute.”

Mayor Nick Nesta ques-
tioned whether delaying 
Planning Commission meet-
ings could create legal com-
plications under state law or 
negatively affect developers 
with pending applications. 
City attorney Cliff Shepard 
responded that discussing the 
issue in a workshop setting 
would not amount to a devel-
opment moratorium or code 
change.

“You’re simply saying 
we’re going to have a work-
shop to discuss the issue of 
how we’re going to deal with 
planning and planning board 
and so forth,” Shepard said.

Nesta later directed staff 
to postpone the May 12 Plan-
ning Commission meeting 
pending further commission 
discussion.

Apopka Woman’s Club awards 5 scholarships to area students

Courtesy of Saudi Ellis 

From left to right - GFWC Apopka 
Woman’s Club president Diane 
Harrison, Elizabeth Marshall, Kendall 
Walker, Ariana Serami Obregon, 
scholarship chair Saudi Ellis and Apopka 
High School principal Lyle Heinz. 

Courtesy of Saudi Ellis 

From left to right - GFWC Apopka Woman’s Club 
president Diane Harrison, scholarship chair Saudi Ellis, 
Edith Tavera, Ariana Serami Obregon, Gabrielle Robinson, 
Kendall Walker and Elizabeth Marshall. 

Scholarships 
funded by 
Apopka Art & 
Foliage Festival 
proceeds

By Sarah Merly
Reporter

The GWFC Apopka 
Woman’s Club recently 
awarded five area students 
$1,500  scholarships at its 
monthly meeting, honor-
ing three recipients again 
at Apopka High School on 
May 4.

“What I saw in each 
one is it’s not just their 

grades — ​it’s their com-
munity service that they 
put in,” said club presi-
dent Diane Harrison in a 
phone interview. “It’s the 
extracurricular activities 
that they participate in. It’s 
their involvement in the 
school and involvement in 
the community.”

The scholarship re-
cipients included three 
Apopka High School se-
niors — ​Kendall Walk-
er, Elizabeth Marshall 
and Ariana Serami Ob-
regon — ​Orangewood 
Christian Academy senior 
Gabrielle Robinson and 
Hope CommUnity Cen-
ter employee Edith Tave-

ra, who is continuing her 
education as an adult.

The Apopka Wom-
an’s Club has been pre-
senting scholarships since 
the 1960s using proceeds 
from the Apopka Art & 
Foliage Festival, which the 
club organizes every year. 
One former scholarship re-
cipient has since become a 
member of the club.

“She became a princi-
pal — ​she’s retired now,” 
Harrison said. “We hope 
that they come back and 
be a member of our Wom-
an’s Club.”

Scholarship applica-
tions open every January 
for female high school se-

niors and adult women 
continuing their education 
who live in Apopka zip 

codes 32703, 32704, and 
32712, according to a club 
press release.
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VFW Post 10147 Community  
Service Activities

Participation in the VFW National Day of Service
Members of the VFW Post 

10147 Apopka and Altamon-
te Springs continue their 
commitment to community 
service by actively participat-
ing in the VFW National Day 
of Service. On May 6th, Post 
members gathered to con-
tribute their time and effort 
toward maintaining the  local 

Edgewood Cemetery. Their 
dedication was demonstrated 
as they worked together to 
clean and preserve the cem-
etery grounds, strengthening 
the Post’s connection with 
the community.

Inspired by the impact of 
our National Day of Service? 
Join VFW Post 10147 in 

making a difference through-
out the year! We welcome 
veterans of overseas conflicts 
who want to serve, connect, 
and support local causes. If 
you’re interested in becom-
ing a member, please con-
tact the VFW at www.vfw-
post10147.org, or by phone 
at 407-889-8266.

Sponsored Content

STILL SERVING

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

Apopka City Commission
Apopka Planning Commission 

Community Development DepartmentMay 15, 2026

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes Section 171.044, the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III,
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.5.1.A, that LUKE M. CLASSON, P.E. has made an application to
the City of Apopka City Commission for an ANNEXATION of a property located at 3603 West Kelly Park Road.
This application relates to the following described property:

ORDINANCE NO. 3163
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL
LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED
LANDS SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY EFFLE ROAD HOLDINGS,
LLC; LOCATED EAST OF EFFIE ROAD AND NORTH OF KELLY PARK ROAD; COMPRISING 1.16
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY,
CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3163 will be held by the City of Apopka City
Commission at its regularly scheduled meetings in the City Commission Chambers of the Apopka City Hall,
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, June 3, 2026 beginning at 1:30 P.M and Wednesday,
June 17, 2026 beginning at 7:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City Hall on
weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will need a record
of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings
should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no
less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Parcel Identification Number(s): 12-20-27-0000-00-017
Contains: 1.16 +/- acres

MOORE
FROM A1

Moore served on the Orange 
County School Board from 
2008 to 2018 before win-
ning election to the Orange 
County Commission District 
2  seat in 2018. She won re-
election in 2022 before re-
signing to run for mayor of 
Apopka, effective April 28.

“The major issues in 
terms of transportation needs 
and infrastructure certain-
ly haven’t changed,” Moore 
said. “We have to continue 
to look towards other means, 
meaning other than raising 
taxes to fund some of these 
things.”

Moore said she is be-
coming more involved with 

Strong Towns, which focus-
es on financially sustainable 
development patterns and in-
frastructure planning. She 
said communities increasing-
ly must balance residential 
growth with commercial and 
mixed-use development ca-
pable of generating enough 
tax revenue to support long-
term infrastructure mainte-
nance.

During her tenure, 
Moore became closely as-
sociated with environmen-
tal and infrastructure initia-
tives in District 2, includ-
ing a major septic-to-sewer 
conversion effort aimed at 
protecting Wekiwa Springs, 

large-scale conservation land 
acquisitions, and a slate of 
transportation and safety 
projects across northwest Or-
ange County.

Among the accomplish-
ments she highlighted were 
strengthening the county’s 
tree protection standards, re-
quiring significant passive 
land to be preserved within 
new developments, and help-
ing secure funding for key 
roadway, intersection and 
trail improvements.

Still, Moore said many 
pedestrian safety and trail 
connectivity projects remain 
incomplete.

“We definitely have gaps 

in the trail, and we have gaps 
in the safety,” Moore said.

She specifically cited the 
lack of safe crossings along 
Park Avenue near City Hall 
and Kit Land Nelson Park, 
arguing that better sidewalks, 
ADA improvements and sig-
nalized crosswalks are still 
needed.

“There is no crosswalk. 
That is so important,” Moore 
said of the downtown corri-
dor near Fifth and Park by 
City Hall. “It is not safe to 
cross at all.”

Moore also said collab-
oration between county and 
city governments remains 
critical because many trans-

portation and safety projects 
involve overlapping jurisdic-
tions. She pointed to Welch 
Road improvements and trail 
expansion efforts as exam-
ples requiring coordination 
between Orange County and 
the city of Apopka.

Following the mayor-
al election, Moore said she 
plans to remain active in 
community initiatives, in-
cluding bicycle advocacy 
and urban planning discus-
sions connected to Strong 
Towns principles.

She recently launched a 
local bike club and is orga-
nizing monthly rides, say-
ing she wants to build traffic 

along the West Orange Trail 
as an economic development 
and health-and-wellness tool.

Meanwhile, the Or-
ange County District 2  seat 
remains vacant following 
Moore’s resignation to run 
for mayor. Several individ-
uals have filed to run for 
the seat, including Kamia 
Brown, Wes Hodge, George 
Oliver III and Marsha Sum-
mersill.

The governor’s office 
has not announced who, if 
anyone, will fill the vacant 
District 2 seat in the interim 
period and has not responded 
to requests for comment.

Staff recommends denial for church expansion
DRC meeting 
includes site storage 
upgrades, Father’s 
Day concert

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

The Development Re-
view Committee on Wednes-
day reviewed and recom-
mended for denial plans for 
a major expansion of Gospel 
Centered Church on Rock 
Springs Road, citing unre-
solved staff comments.

The proposal involves a 
first-submittal construction 
site plan for a 9,600-square-
foot addition at Gospel Cen-
tered Church, 4490 Rock 
Springs Road.

Project manager Jean 
Sanchez described the pro-
posal as “an addition to an 
existing church” on the cor-
ner of Rock Springs Road 
and Simon Avenue and not-

ed the church had previously 
received a special exception 
use permit through the Plan-
ning Commission.

Sanchez said city staff 
issued “some substantial 
comments” on the proposal 
and noted the applicant did 
not attend the meeting. San-
chez said staff would wait 

for a resubmittal.
The DRC recommend-

ed denial of the proposal “at 
this time as there are numer-
ous comments that need to 
be resolved,” Planning Di-
rector Bobby Howell said.

The committee also rec-
ommended denial of a first-
submittal construction site 

plan at 951 S. Highland 
Ave. for Pave A Lot Asphalt 
Maintenance Inc., citing out-
standing staff comments, in-
cluding the need for a storm-
water report and a geotech-
nical report.

In addition, the commit-
tee recommended approval 
of a special event permit for 
the “Father’s Day: Best of 
the World” concert sched-
uled June 21 at the Apop-
ka Amphitheater. Organiz-
ers described the event as 
“a concert and community-
based entertainment event-
celebrating fathers, fam-
ily, positive engagement 
through music and live per- 
formances.”

The DRC is made up of 
representatives from multi-
ple city departments who re-
view proposed development 
projects for compliance with 
the city’s land development 
code, infrastructure require-
ments and other technical 
standards.

Photo by Teresa Sargeant 

On Wednesday, the Development Review Committee 
recommended denial at this stage of an expansion to Gospel 
Centered Church (pictured) on Rock Springs Road due to 
unresolved staff comments. 

BUDGET
FROM A1

IT Director Robert Hip-
pler briefed commissioners 
on a multi-year push to mod-
ernize the city’s technology, 
covering wireless infrastruc-
ture, cybersecurity, disas-
ter recovery, new code en-
forcement and enterprise re-
source planning systems, and 
ADAcompliant online ac-
cess, while exploring AI tools 
with what he called a cau-
tious, public-records-aware 
approach.

Economic Development 
Director Antranette Forbes said 
the city’s economic develop-
ment efforts are focused on 
business attraction, business 
retention, workforce develop-
ment and entrepreneurship.

Forbes said the city re-
cently expanded its commer-
cial real estate database from 
about seven properties to 
nearly 150 and said the city 
needs to develop a formal in-
centive program.

“We do need to look at 

a more formalized program 
with an associated budget that 
goes with it,” Forbes said.

The Community Rede-
velopment Agency (CRA) 
portion of the presentation 
highlighted neighborhood im-
provement programs, down-
town redevelopment efforts 
and future planning initia-
tives, including a CRA master 
plan update and a homeowner 
down payment assistance pro-
gram.

Planning Manager Bobby 
Howell outlined staffing and 
internal infrastructure needs 
within the Planning Depart-
ment, requesting funding for a 
Geographic Information Sys-
tem addressing administrator 
(GIS), an associate planner, 
and a transportation planner 
to keep pace with citywide de-
velopment activity. A GIS is 
the computer-based mapping 
system the city uses to track 
parcels, addresses, zoning and 
other spatial data.
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THEME: MOUNTAINS
ACROSS
1. Ill-considered

5. Mate

8. “I didn’t get the ____”

12. Biblical preposition

13. Down in the dumps

14. Rodgers of NFL fame

15. Proofreader’s mark

16. Get bacon?

17. *Any mountain over 3,000 feet, in Scot-

land

18. *Mount Everest mountain range

20. Research facil.

21. Itsy-bitsy bits

22. Forensic evidence, acr.

23. Relating to sacrum

26. What Cupid did (2 words)

30. Amazement interjection

31. Not victory

34. Eurozone money

35. Whisky measure, pl.

37. Dot-com address

38. Birth-related

39. Auricular

40. Volcanic ash, e.g.

42. Pro baseball’s “Master Melvin”

43. Borat’s swimsuit

45. Cruel treatments

47. It would

48. Munchausen’s title

50. Supernatural life force

52. *Mountain inspiration for a pen name (2 

words)

56. You will

57. Icelandic epic

58. Double reed woodwind instrument

59. Like a good singer (2 words)

60. Not quite an adult

61. *Matterhorn site

62. Like a busybody

63. Commercial break contents

64. Coloring substances

DOWN
1. *Mount ____more, South Dakota

2. A in ABS

3. Opposite of stern

4. Balloon filler (2 words)

5. “Vamos a la ____”

6. Saintly glows

7. Carl Zeiss’ product

8. *Tallest mountain from base to peak (2 

words)

9. European sea eagles

10. Dead, in France

11. Yoko of music fame

13. #11 Down’s late husband, e.g.

14. Kind of acid

19. Dump truck quantities

22. Email period

23. Bible’s wicked city

24. Blood circulation artery

25. ____ gang

26. Baby powder ingredient

27. Sting Rays and Mustangs

28. Angry

29. Sheds skin, as in snake

32. *World’s most climbed mountain

33. Before, poetically

36. *Denali, 1917-2015

38. British East India Company millionaire

40. Fairy tale’s last word

41. Scottish clan identity

44. *Vesuvius location

46. Take care of cargo

48. Foreshadowed

49. *World’s longest mountain range

50. As opposed to stereo

51. Puffins and guillemots

52. Facebook’s parent company

53. Competently

54. Uh-uh

55. British tax

56. Old-fashioned “far”

THIS WEEK’S PUZZLE ANSWERS

NORTH SEMORAN BLVD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.comFri., May 15, 2026 thru Sun., May 17, 2026

OBSESSION (R) 
1:00; 4:00; 7:10; 10:00

MORTAL KOMBAT II (R) 
1:10; 4:10; 7:20; 10:20

THE SHEEP
DETECTIVES (PG) 
12:40; 3:50; 7:15; 10:05

BILLIE EILISH - HIT ME
HARD AND SOFT: THE
TOUR (REALD 3D) (PG-13)
12:50; 4:20; 7:30; 10:30

TUES. VALUE DAYS
NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX
with Regal Crown Club card.

(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

MICHAEL (PG-13) 
12:20; 3:40; 7:00; 10:10

THE DEVIL WEARS
PRADA 2 (PG-13)
12:00; 3:20; 6:50; 9:50

THE SUPER MARIO
GALAXY MOVIE (PG)
12:30; 9:40

TOP GUN: MAVERICK
(PG-13)
3:30

TOP GUN 40
ANNIVERSARY (PG)

TH

6:40

REAL. LOCAL. NEWS.
DELIVERED RIGHT TO 
YOUR INBOX.

Weekly 
Newsletter

Scan for our FREE weekly newsletter

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bradshaw are the 
parents of a daughter, Carol Lucile.  

She is a little brown-haired sweetheart 
with blue eyes. She was 20 inches 
long and weighed 6 lbs 12 ounces
and was Born on June 5, 1969.
Her daddy is the Band Director 
of the Marching Blue Darters. 

She has an older sister, Edie, almost 
three years old. We are all very sorry 
that it took nearly 57 years to let the 
world know about our greatest gift!  

Love, Your Big Sister! 

Audubon fundraiser to support Birding Park set for Saturday
Proceeds to support 
construction of park 
nature center

Staff Reports

Orange Audubon Society is pre-
paring to host a fundraiser Saturday 
in downtown Apopka as work con-
tinues on the Apopka Birding Park 
and its planned nature and events 
center near Lake Apopka.

The fundraiser will take place 
6–10 p. m. on the Shade House 
Deck at Propagate Social House, 40 
E. Fifth St. in Apopka. Admission is 
$30 and includes one complimenta-
ry drink and a raffle ticket, accord-
ing to Orange Audubon.

Organizers said the evening 
will feature music, dancing, raffles 
and social activities, with proceeds 
supporting Orange Audubon’s con-
servation and educational initiatives 
tied to the birding park project.

Raffle prizes are expected to in-

clude binoculars, guided birdwatch-
ing outings, artwork, native plants, 
restaurant gift cards and themed gift 
baskets donated by local businesses 
and supporters.

The event comes as Orange 
Audubon continues fundraising 

and site preparation efforts for the 
planned Orange Audubon Nature 
and Special Events Center, which 
will serve as the centerpiece of the 
Apopka Birding Park. Earlier this 
year, the organization announced a 
fundraising campaign aimed at help-

ing move the project closer to con-
struction.

The planned facility is part of 
a larger redevelopment effort on a 
69.5-acre former greenhouse prop-
erty adjacent to the Lake Apopka 
Wildlife Drive. Plans for the site in-
clude habitat restoration areas, walk-
ing trails and a LEED Gold-certified 
building designed for environmen-
tal education programs, community 
gatherings and birding-related activ-
ities.

Orange Audubon recently re-
tained Winter Springs-based con-
tractor R. B. Marks to collaborate 
with architecture firm Little Diver-
sified Architectural Consulting as 
planning and pre-construction work 
advances. The nonprofit said do-
nations of construction materials 
and professional services — ​includ-
ing bird-safe glass and structural 
steel — ​have helped offset some an-
ticipated expenses.

Volunteer work has also contin-
ued at the property in recent months. 
Orange Audubon said volunteers 

have planted nearly 100 cypress 
trees, added benches and bird box-
es, and continued efforts to remove 
invasive plant species from the site. 
Volunteer workdays are typically 
held on the final Saturday of each 
month.

In addition, the St. Johns River 
Water Management District is cur-
rently overseeing removal of con-
crete from former greenhouse foun-
dations on the property through July.

Due to the ongoing expansion 
work, Apopka Birding Park is tem-
porarily closed Mondays through 
Thursdays, though it remains open 
to the public Fridays through Sun-
days in alignment with Lake Apop-
ka Wildlife Drive operating days.

Tickets for the Saturday fund-
raiser are available online at orange-
audubonfl.org/orange-audubon-fun-
draiser/ and will also be sold at the 
door, according to organizers. Or-
ange Audubon is also seeking dona-
tions, sponsorships and naming part-
ners for the future nature and events 
center.

Courtesy of Orange Audubon Society

Orange Audubon Society will host a Saturday fundraiser to raise money 
for construction of the nature and events center at Apopka Birding Park, 
shown here in a conceptual rendering. 

Apopka artist releases debut children’s book
Book reading set for 
May 22 in Apopka
By Sarah Merly
Reporter

Apopka mixed-media 
artist Daniel Turnage, also 
known as “SQUiB,” recently 
launched his debut children’s 
book, “Baby T. Rex in Out-
er Space: You Can Do Any-
thing.”

“This project was born 
right here in Apopka, inspired 
by my son, Noble,” Turnage 
said in an email to The Apop-
ka Chief. “It’s my way of 
showing him — ​and the kids 
in our community — ​that their 
dreams are never too big.”

Turnage said he had writ-
ten children’s stories when he 
was in high school in Tennes-
see, but he did not pursue pub-
lishing a children’s book un-
til his wife encouraged him 
to at the start of this year. His 
book draws inspiration from 
his son’s bedtime routine and 
plush toys, including a pink 
whale, a great white shark and 
a T. rex. 

“What it starts off with is 
Baby T. Rex looks at his dad-
dy and says, ‘Daddy, I  want 
to catch a star,’” Turnage said 
in a phone interview. “Dad-
dy T. Rex smiles and says, 
‘You can do anything you 
put your mind to. Now go to 
sleep, my precious little one.’ 

So Baby T. Rex goes to sleep, 
and then from sleeping, that’s 
where the adventure begins — ​
and he ends up in space.”

In an artist statement, 
Turnage said he often cre-
ates art “at the intersection of 
high-concept abstraction and 
visceral, physical labor,” in an 
effort “to bridge the gap be-
tween the nonsensical and the 
profound.” Over the years, he 
believes his work has devel-
oped “a more contained, per-
sonal narrative.”

“My practice is an act of 
Urban Expressionism, rooted 
in the raw defiance of street 
art and the clinical decon-
struction of the human condi-
tion,” Turnage wrote. “My re-

cent work, including the pas-
sion project Baby T. Rex In 
Outer Space, serves as a re-
demption of my past strug-
gles. I have moved from docu-
menting the void to building a 
map of resilience for the next 
generation.”

Turnage said he used ar-
tificial intelligence “to help il-
lustrate the world exactly as 
I envisioned it.”

“Where many see AI as 
something that ‘does the work 
for them,’ I  saw it as a new 
medium and an opportunity to 
experiment,” Turnage wrote 
in an email. “To me, this ties 
directly into my overall style 
of Urban Expressionism — ​
it’s about using every tool 

available to document a vi-
sion and a visceral response, 
regardless of the medium.”

Turnage’s book is avail-
able to print on demand at 
store.bookbaby.com and 
will launch June 10 on Ama-
zon. A community reading at 
StarChild Academy Apopka 
will take place at 4:30 p. m. 
May 22.

“If nothing else, if I don’t 
sell any copies, the mere fact 
that I  wrote an original sto-
ry for my son, and I’m able 
to read to him this story that 
I wrote, and it encourages him 
and inspires him to go after 
anything that he sets his mind 
to, that’s enough for me,” 
Turnage said. “I’m just re-

ally happy to be able to read 
the story to my son, if noth-
ing else. We’re here in Apop-
ka, and it’s a great town, great 
people, and I’m just excited 
for what the future holds.”

Courtesy of Daniel Turnage 

Daniel Turnage poses with his 
new book. 
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TOGETHER,
WE CAN BUILD
A STRONGER
COMMUNITY.
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POLICE BEAT

APD issues 76 
citations May 3-9

If a law enforcement 
agency charges you with 
a crime and this news out-
let reports that informa-
tion, please notify us with-
in 90 days if the charge is 
dropped or if you are found 
not guilty by the court. After 
verifying the information, 
we will be happy to pub-
lish it. Please send notifica-
tion to dhayden@theapop-
kachief.com.

 
	 In the period from May 
3-9, 2026, the Apopka Po-
lice Department received 
1,769 calls for service, re-
sponded to 24 crashes, is-
sued 76 citations, and made 
17 arrests.  Burglaries: 2 
vehicles, 1 residence, 6 
businesses. Juveniles were 
charged with simple as-
sault-intent threat to do vi-
olence; battery-touch or 
strike (X2).

The following adults 
were arrested and charged:

Roselane Esther 
Ramirez, 26, Apopka, bat-
tery-touch or strike.

Jean Guyckson Mick-
ae Roesmy, 24, 1512 Paci-
fica Dr., Kissimmee, DUI-
unlawful blood alcohol, 
DUI-influence of alcohol or 
drugs.

Ulysess Tolbert, 33, 
680 Concord St. #435, Or-
lando, indecent exposure of 
sexual organs, 1st offense.

Gary Lee Simmons, 61, 
unknown, unknown, bur-
glary of occupied structure 
unarmed; larceny-petit theft 
merchandise farm transit 
2+ prior conviction.

Jorge Sanchez-Casil-
las, 25, 298 Sharp St., 
Apopka, trespassing-not 
structure/conveyance viola-
tion posted notice.

Juan Elias Valdez Cas-
tillo, 37, Florida, unknown, 
prostitution engage-commit 
offer prostitution 1st viola-
tion. 

Gina Marie Mullins, 
38, general delivery, Apop-

ka, damage property-crimi-
nal mischief damage prop-
erty less than $200; aggra-
vated assault-with deadly 
weapon without intent to 
kill.

Esther Dorsainvil, 36, 
Orlando, battery-touch or 
strike.

Jason William Scott, 
48, general delivery, Apop-
ka, fraud-impersonate false 
ID given to law enforce-
ment officers; drugs-pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance without prescription.

Eric Jamel Thomas, 37, 
Orlando, damage proper-
ty-criminal mischief dam-
age property $200-$1,000; 
burglary-unoccupied con-
veyance unarmed; battery-
commit domestic battery by 
strangulation; battery-prior 
conviction battery-commit 
2nd subsequent battery.

Sherry Julia Tucker 
Williams, 30, Apopka, bat-
tery-touch or strike.

Douglas Isaiah Proc-
tor, 38, Apopka, battery-
commit domestic battery by 
strangulation.

Alan Mark Hecht, 63, 
15840 Fl-50 U 71, Cler-
mont, drug equipment-pos-
session and/or use; drugs-
possession of controlled 
substance without prescrip-
tion (methamphetamine). 

Brandon Alex Balkom, 
45, 916 S. Christiana Ave., 
Apopka, moving traffic vi-
olation-driving while li-
cense suspended revocation 
equivalent status 3rd sub-
sequent violation; out-of-
county warrant (X3).

Jason William Scott, 
48, Florida, unknown, fail-
ure to appear felony war-
rant.

Andreita Rosvi Miran-
da Lopez, 22, 1233 Sassy 
Way, Apopka, out-of-coun-
ty warrant.

Shane Michael Oy-
ler, 46, 268 Morning Creek 
Cir., Apopka, out-of-coun-
ty warrant.

Apopka guitarist to join Metallica legend on tour
Last Stephie’s concert 
before tour set for May 22
By Sarah Merly
Reporter

Apopka guitarist Jes Farnsworth 
will join former Metallica bassist Jason 
Newsted on tour in July. Farnsworth cur-
rently plays acoustic guitar about once a 
month at Stephie’s Pub & Irish Eatery 
on W. Orange Blossom Trail.

“This is big time stuff, and for a guy 
from a small town like this to get that 
boost — ​it’s quite amazing,” said Ste-
phie’s owner Paddy Savage.

From July 1 to July 25, Farnsworth 
will perform in 10 states across the east-
ern U.S. with Jason Newsted & The 
Chophouse Band. An April 24 post on 
the Jes Farnsworth Music Facebook 
page describes the band’s music as “a 
gritty brand of outsider Americana, 
with roots outstretched into traditions of 
bluegrass, folk, soul, rock, and a bit of 
heavy metal.”

For 10 of the concert dates, Ja-
son Newsted & The Chophouse Band 
will open for Blackberry Smoke, which 
Farnsworth said has “a Southern rock 
vibe.”

“Blackberry Smoke has built a loy-
al following that knows and enjoys good 
music,” Newsted said in the Facebook 

post. “We’ll be performing TCB origi-
nals and selections from a few of our he-
roes.”

Farnsworth first met Newsted ap-
proximately 17 years ago and eventually 
toured with him in 2013 to promote the 
album “Heavy Metal Music.”

“My friend took me to his house one 
day — ​this is back in 2009 or so — ​and 
we kind of hit it off, and we kept jam-
ming over the years,” Farnsworth said. 
“Then, when 2012 came along, he want-
ed to do a project [the heavy metal band 
Newsted], and he chose us to be a part 
of it.”

Newsted’s tour also introduced 
Farnsworth to his now-wife, who 
brought him to the Apopka area over 
two years ago.

“She’s a big Disney fan, so we’re al-
ways going to Disney and stuff,” Farn-
sworth said. “We chose Apopka because 
we always drive through it on our way 
to Disney.”

Since receiving a text from New-
sted about a month-and-a-half ago ask-
ing him to join the tour, Farnsworth said 
he has rehearsed twice for around four 
days at a time. Although he values the 
tour as an opportunity to “reunite with 
my old friend and have a good time,” 
he will be back to playing at Stephie’s 
afterward.

“He really loves it here, because 
this is his home base, and we were the 
first ones to really give him a job sing-
ing here,” Savage said. “The people here 
really love him.”

Farnsworth will perform at Ste-
phie’s 7–10 p. m. May 22 before leaving 
for the tour.

Photo by Frank Serio Photography 

Jes Farnsworth will perform at Stephie’s 
7-10 p.m. May 22 before leaving for the 
tour. 

AFJROTC
FROM A1

trols. Both simulators were expected to 
open by the beginning of the coming 
school year.

Stewart had hoped that, within the 
next few years, Wekiva would then 
launch “Phase 2” of the program, which 
would involve the purchase of Advanced 
Aviation Training Device (AATD) sim-
ulators.

“[AATDs] are designed to replicate 
the cockpit environment and perfor-
mance characteristics of a specific class 
of aircraft (e. g., single-engine piston, 
multi-engine piston) or even a particu-
lar make and model,” said the concept 
paper for the simulator program. “This 
higher fidelity allows for more in-depth 
procedural and scenario-based training.”

After Stewart contacted First Land-
ings for a potential partnership, how-
ever, the school encouraged Stewart to 
consider purchasing AATDs instead of 
the BATDs.

“Because they’re a formal school, 
they’re like, ‘Scott, for a couple more 
dollars, I can get you the certified ones,’” 

Stewart said. “The estimates came in ba-
sically just under $18,000…To OCPS’s 
credit, they said, ‘We will cover the rest 
of the cost. Please go ahead and order 
both of those.’”

Stewart said the new simulators 
should arrive in late July or early Au-
gust, although he now anticipates start-
ing the simulator program in the spring 
2027 semester instead of this fall.

“We’re two years ahead of the con-
cept, so I’m good if we spend three or 
four months learning the process, under-
standing everything, making sure we get 
all the glitches worked out and we know 
it works,” Stewart said.

First Landings director of opera-
tions Craig Butterworth said that Stew-
art initially reached out about three 
weeks ago, calling it “fortuitous timing” 
since the aviation school was “looking 
at some different ways of being able to 
help out.”

“We’ve done sponsorships before, 
so this time, it’s just a little bit differ-
ent, where we’re not sponsoring individ-

uals,” Butterworth said. “Now it’s more, 
‘Okay, how do we give back and basi-
cally donate CFIs (certified flight in-
structors) and also the A&P (airframe 
and powerplant) team so that these kids 
can start learning more about different 
paths for the future?’”

Although the schedule for the CFIs 
is yet to be determined, Butterworth 
said that when the simulator program 
launches, students can report each hour 
of flight with a CFI in their logbooks. 
As a result of the partnership, he hopes 
Wekiva AFJROTC cadets will develop 
the same appreciation of aviation that he 
did when he joined the Royal Air Force 
Air Training Corps (ATC), the United 
Kingdom’s equivalent to AFJROTC.

“You actually got to go out and fly 
the planes and do an awful lot of mil-
itary-based training,” Butterworth said. 
“I got to fly my first plane that way, and 
I think that kind of molded my future at 
that point. It was great, and it got me into 
aviation.”
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Apopka softball team stunned in regional quarterfinal
Blue Darters shut 
out for first time 
this season

By Vinnie Cammarano
Reporter

For the first time all sea-
son, the Apopka Blue Darters 
were silenced at the plate.

No. 3  seed Apopka saw 
its season come to an abrupt 
end May 7 in the Class 7A 
Regional Quarterfinal, fall-
ing 2–0 to the No. 6 Spruce 
Creek Hawks on the road.

The loss ended Apopka’s 
season at 21–6 and closed 
the careers of 11 seniors who 
helped uphold a strong stan-
dard for Apopka softball. It 

is a tight group that has spent 
long careers together.

After the game, the team 
shared tears and laughter in 
a final huddle on the field. 
Head coach Mike MacWith-
ey reflected on the emotion-
al final moments with the 
group.

“Knowing that it is kind 
of the last time on the field 
for 11  seniors altogether as 
a group, you want the op-
portunity to come together,” 
MacWithey said. “It’s sim-
ilar to grieving, in a way, 
in the fact that you need to 
talk through your feelings, 
through the hurt, through the 
pain, through the disappoint-
ment and moment we are 
dealing with.”

Apopka never found an 
offensive rhythm against 
Spruce Creek, which made 
pitching adjustments after the 
two teams met April 22, re-
sulting in a 16–10 Apopka 
win. The Darters spent the 
game pounding the ball into 
the ground, grounding out 18 
times in 21 outs across seven 
innings. The team’s two hits 
were the lowest hit total of 
the season.

MacWithey credited 
Spruce Creek for changing its 
strategy after the teams’ pre-
vious matchup.

“They were well coached. 
They knew we knocked 
around the ball last time, so 

Wekiva track medals at state meet
Harley earns medal 
as Mustangs cap 
excellent season 
in Jacksonville
By Vinnie Cammarano
Reporter

Wekiva’s girls track team 
closed its season with mul-
tiple podium finishes under 
the bright lights and falling 
rain of the FHSAA Class 4A 
State Track and Field Cham-
pionships on Saturday at the 
University of North Florida’s 
Hodges Stadium.

Competing in Jackson-
ville against the top athletes 
in the state, the Mustangs 
delivered top-five relay fin-
ishes in both the 4x100 and 
4x400 relays, while sopho-
more Te’Ariel Harley earned 
an individual state medal in 
the 100-meter hurdles.

Head coach Donette Tay-
lor said simply qualifying for 
the state meet at the Class 4A 
level is an accomplishment on 
its own.

“All the girls were amaz-
ing,” Taylor said. “It’s very 
difficult to even get to a 4A 
state meet, so I am so proud of 

them. Third in the 4-by-1 and 
fifth in the 4-by-4 — I can’t 
wait to see what they do next 
year.”

The day opened with ju-
nior Tamea Foster compet-
ing in the long jump, where 
she battled through a difficult 
outing that featured four no-
fall attempts against an elite 
field.

Wekiva’s first major 
breakthrough came in the 
100-meter hurdles, where 
Harley raced to an eighth-
place finish in 14.30 sec-
onds, securing a podium med-
al against one of the strongest 

sprint hurdle groups in Flori-
da.

Harley later returned for 
the 400-meter hurdles, but af-
ter competing in multiple gru-
eling events in a short span, 
she cramped up and was un-
able to finish the race.

Despite the difficult end-
ing to her final event, Harley’s 
performance throughout the 
season helped establish her 
as one of the state’s top all-
around hurdlers as she finish-
es her sophomore year.

The Mustangs then turned 
their attention to the sprint 
events.

Senior Soriah Hicks com-
peted in both the 100-meter 
and 200-meter dash, finishing 
16th in the 100 and 17th in the 
200 while also running relay 
legs in between, and after both 
events.

Freshman Akira Wise 
continued her breakout debut 
season with a strong showing 
in the 200-meter dash, placing 
third in her heat with a time of 
24.40 seconds and finishing 
11th overall in the state.

Wise said reaching the 
state meet as a freshman vali-

Offensive fireworks highlight 
annual Blue and White game
Collington shines 
as Apopka offense 
flashes potential 
ahead of Tavares
By Vinnie Cammarano
Reporter

The Apopka Blue Dart-
ers football team gave the 
first public glimpse of the 
2026  season Friday night at 
the Northwest Recreation 
Complex, and the offense 
wasted little time showing its 
explosiveness.

Behind big plays from 
junior quarterback Hunter 
McNenney and wide receiver 
Nyzier Collington, the White 
team defeated the Blue team, 
29–15, in Apopka’s annual 
Blue and White spring game.

The White team was 
made up of the Darters’ of-
fensive units, and the Blue 
team was their defensive 
units. This made for a dif-
ferent style of football game 
with different scoring rules.

The evening opened with 
physicality before the offense 
even took the field, as play-
ers lined up for an Oklaho-
ma drill to set the tone for the 
night. From there, the White 
offense quickly found rhythm 
against the Blue defense.

McNenney opened the 
first drive completing passes 
to Collington and junior re-
ceiver Ceon Cotton to move 
the chains. Cotton then broke 
free for a 25-yard reception 
down the sideline into the red 
zone.

A few plays later, junior 

2 Apopka track 
athletes compete 
in state meet
Davis, Zheng 
represent Apopka 
in Jacksonville

By Vinnie Cammarano
Reporter

Apopka track and field 
sent two athletes to compete 
against Florida’s best Sat-
urday at the FHSAA Class 
4A State Championships at 
Hodges Stadium in Jackson-
ville.

Senior Mandy Zheng 
represented the Blue Darters 
in the girls high jump, while 
sophomore Jillian Davis 
competed in the 800-meter 
run after a breakout season.

Zheng opened her com-
petition by successfully 

clearing 1.47 meters after 
passing the mark on her sec-
ond jump. She later cleared 
1.52 meters on her first at-
tempt, keeping herself in 
contention against a deep 
field of competitors.

The senior’s day came 
to an end at 1.57 meters, 
where she narrowly missed 
on three attempts, finishing 
tied for 13th overall in the 
state.

Zheng advanced to 
the state meet after plac-
ing fourth at the regional 
championships, continuing 
a strong senior season in the 
high jump for Apopka.

Davis, meanwhile, 
capped off an impressive 
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Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Te’Ariel Harley clears the first
hurdle of the 400m race.

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Nyzier Collington snags a full-extension, leaping one-hand catch.

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Jillian Davis (No. 14) hangs toward the front half of the 
pack at the 400-meter split in the 800-meter run.

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Mia Aeschilman hovers over the dirt as she prepares to release a pitch in the first inning.
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Lake levels remain very low even after rain
Hello, Folks,
Even with the rain this 

week, we STILL need more, 
folks! Please keep prayin’ 
for more rain, because our 
lakes are really gettin’ low! 
Lake Monroe and Lake Je-
sup are extremely low, so be 
careful if you plan on fishin’ 
out there.

We have a new moon 
this weekend, so if you wan-
na catch some panfish or 
some bass, this would be a 
great time to put a fishin’ 
trip on your calendar.

John at over at Bitter’s 
B&T reports that the shell-
crackers are still bitin’ in 
Lake Monroe. And over in 
Lake Jesup, one angler told 
John that he was catchin’ 

plenty of catfish and shell-
crackers along with some 
specks up under the 417 
bridge in Lake Jesup. John 
also reports that folks’re 
fishin’ out near the High-
way 46 bridge on the St. 
Johns River, and they’re 
also catchin’ plenty of shell-
crackers.

The bass’re still schoo-
lin’ up and down the St. 

Johns River. John says he’s 
never seen the bass fish-
in’ this good on the river, 
and folks’re havin’ a great 
time catchin’em. The rec-
ipe? Topwater baits early 
in the mornin’ and lipless 
crankbaits durin’ the day. 
The best area is still between 
Astor and Hontoon Island. 
Folks’re still catchin’ bass 
up around Highland Park 
Fish Camp on the SJR, too!

The bass fishin’ on Lake 
Fairview is still good. The 
Maitland Chain of Lakes 
Wednesday Night Shootout 
was held there last week, and 
it took 13.66 pounds to win. 
Congrats to Noah and Den-
zel on their win, and they 
also caught Big Bass which 

hit the scales at 5.36 pounds.
The bass fishin’ on 

Johns Lake is slowin’ down 
a little. It’s not takin’ too 
much weight to win on the 
Wednesday Night Shootout, 
only around 11 to 12 pounds.

The Butler Chain is 
still goin’ strong for bass. 
You won’t catch too many 
big’uns, but you will catch 
10 to 20 bass per trip. 
Look for the schoolin’ bass 
throughout the chain.

The bass fishin’ on the 
Harris Chain is still good. 
X-treme Bass Series had a 
tournament there recently, 
and it took 26.25 pounds to 
win. Congrats go to Parker 
Creech and Tanner Seabolt 
on their win. The team of 

Calan Hawkins and Austin 
Baskette caught Big Bass, 
which hit the scales at 8.62 
pounds!

And, the bass fishin’ in 
the Kissimmee Chain is re-
ally good, right now. Eric 
Panzironi and his brother 
fished a tournament out of 
West Lake Toho over the 
weekend. They finished in 
4th place with 32 pounds, 
and they did get Big Bass 
which hit the scales at 10.80 
pounds. Congrats on a great 
job, guys.

They’re still catchin’ 
plenty of shellcrackers in 
Lake Kissimmee, too, most 
of ‘em bein’ caught in the 
pads.

The bass fishin’ on Lake 

Okeechobee has been doin’ 
great lately. I  will tell ya 
that the water is mighty low 
down there, and you’ll need 
to be extremely careful and 
watch where you’re runnin’. 
Believe it or not, there are a 
lotta rocks and gravel in that 
lake, so when you come offa 
plane, you just might get 
stuck on a rock!

Well, folks that’s it for 
this week. We should have 
a great weekend of fishin’ 
with the new moon, so get 
the family together and… go 
fishin’!

I’ll see ya next week.
Tip of the week: New 

Moon!
SAVE A FEW AND 

GOOD LUCK!

Jim Keck
Correspondent

GOIN’
FISHIN’

NORTH ORANGE BRANCH
1211 E. SEMORAN BLVD.

ocls.org

One card, 
unlimited value. 
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WEKIVA
FROM B1

dated the hard work she put in 
throughout the year.

“I’m feeling pretty good,” 
Wise said. “For my first year in 
high school, I think my whole 
season has been amazing, de-
spite all the breaks and injuries 
and stuff.”

The freshman sprinter said 
her growth came from main-
taining discipline during prac-
tice.

“I train hard, and when 
I’m at practice, I do what I 
have to do,” she said. “Be-
cause what you put into prac-
tice is ultimately what you get 
out at the meets. Just expect to 
see legendary stuff through the 
next three years.”

Wekiva’s biggest mo-
ments came in the relays.

The girls 4x100 relay team 
of Xia Scott, Harley, Neve-
ah Medley and Soriah Hicks 
sprinted to a third-place finish 
with a time of 46.58 seconds, 
earning their second straight 
top-three state finish.

Later in the meet, the 
4x400 relay team of Scott, Ce-
breeya Hicks, Soriah Hicks and 
Wise placed fifth in 3:53.08, 
giving the Mustangs a third po-
dium finish of the day.

For the seniors, the mo-
ment represented the end of 

years spent building the pro-
gram together.

“I’m just really proud of 
myself and my team because 
we came a long way, contin-
uously making it this far,” 
Scott said. “My freshman year 
I barely competed, so I had to 
build this from low to high. 
I’m really proud of myself.”

Scott is committed to con-
tinue her track career at Florida 
A&M University.

Cebreeya Hicks became 
emotional reflecting on her fi-
nal meet with the team.

“I’m so thankful for my 
team,” she said. “I’ve been 
here all four years, every year 
we’ve been to states, and it’s 
just a blessing to have a team 
like this.”

Soriah Hicks, another 
senior leader and school re-
cord holder, said the accom-
plishments of the relay teams 

made the final state appear-
ance even more meaningful.

“It feels very good,” Hicks 
said. “We’ve been at Wekiva 
for four years running unde-
featable for both relays. I ran 
both my best season times. 
I’m holding both school re-

cords, and it’s just sad to fi-
nally leave, especially leaving 
coach Taylor.”

Hicks will continue her 
track career at Albany State 
University along with her sis-
ter and said she hopes to one 
day reach the Olympics.

With a young core re-
turning and multiple athletes 
already competing at a state 
level, Taylor believes the fu-
ture remains bright for Wekiva 
track and field.

“I expect them to be even 
better next year,” Taylor said.

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Akira Wise sprints through 
the finish line in the girls 
4x400m relay

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Wekiva 4x100m girls relay 
team flashes their bronze 
medals at the podium.

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Te’Ariel Harley prepares to take the baton from Xia Scott in the 4x100 relay.
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ORDINANCE NO. 3162
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA,

AMENDING CHAPTER 18, ARTICLE V, “PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE CODE” SECTIONS 18-109

“AMENDMENTS,” TO PROVIDE FOR AMENDED FEE
SCHEDULE FOR VIOLATIONS THEREOF; PROVIDING
FOR CODIFICATION, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;

PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; AND PROVIDING AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The following ordinance will be read on Wednesday,
May 20, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. and will be held over for
second reading where it will be considered for adoption
at the City Council meeting on Wednesday, June 3,
2026 at 1:30 p.m., in the Apopka City Hall Council
Chambers or as soon thereafter as possible.

Interested parties may appear at this meeting and be
heard with respect to the proposed ordinance. The
proposed ordinance is available in the City Clerk’s office
for inspection.  Please be advised that, under State law, if
you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and
may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made,
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of
these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone:
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the
proceeding.

Published dates: 
May 8 , 2026 th

May 15 , 2026th

 Dated this 4  day of May, 2026th

Susan M. Bone, City Clerk
City of Apopka, Florida 

It’s More Than Just Cremation;
It’s a Tribute to a Life Well-Lived.

3329 East Semoran Blvd.
Apopka, FL 32703

407-869-1188
highlandfh.com

Let our licensed professional funeral directors help you explore our
compassionate cremation options. Call or visit us online.

"Praise be to the
God and Father of

our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has
blessed us in the
heavenly realms

with every spiritual
blessing in Christ."

Ephesians 1:3

VERSE OF

THE WEEK
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FOOTBALL
FROM B1

running back Jakyvion Kemp 
powered through a tackle up 
the middle and burst into the 
end zone for the first touch-
down of the night. After the 
special teams unit convert-
ed the extra point. the White 
squad jumped ahead 12–1.

Sophomore Diondre Mc-
Gee took over at quarterback 
on the next drive and imme-
diately faced pressure after 
fumbling a snap and being 
dragged down for a big loss. 
But the sophomore recovered 
quickly, using his legs and 
quick throws to guide the of-
fense deep into Blue territory.

From the 25-yard line, 
McGee rolled left and deliv-
ered one of the best throws of 
the night, lofting a pass down 
the sideline to sophomore re-
ceiver Nehemiah Maignan, 
who made a diving touch-
down catch on a wheel route 
for another score.

The White offense con-
tinued to pile up chunk plays 
throughout the first half.

Senior receiver Xavier 
Cruz turned a bubble screen 
into a 10-yard gain and drew 
a helmet-to-helmet penalty 
to move the offense further 
downfield. Moments later, he 
hauled in another pass along 
the right sideline for 20 more 
yards.

Then came the biggest 
highlight of the night.

Facing third down near 
the red zone, McNenney 
looked left and launched a 
high pass toward Collington 
in traffic. The junior receiv-
er elevated and extended his 
body to make a spectacular 
one-handed grab at the five-
yard line, stunning both side-
lines and the crowd.

On the very next play, 
Collington took a bubble 
screen into the end zone to ex-

tend the lead to 24–0 before 
halftime.

Head coach Marcus Nee-
son said the sequence stood 
out immediately.

“There were so many 
highlights,” Neeson said. 
“Collington had the one-hand-
ed catch, and the referees blew 
the whistle for water break. 
Right after that, the guys came 
over, and I was like, ‘Hey, you 
made a heck of a catch. We’re 
gonna get you in the end zone 
next play.’”

Neeson said the team cel-
ebrated exactly the way he 
hoped.

“I told my guys, ‘Have a 
little fun, go celebrate when 
we score on this play,’” he 
said. “They said, ‘Coach, we 
got you,’ and then we scored 
the touchdown that next play.”

The second half featured 

more opportunities for young-
er players and defensive units 
to make an impact.

The younger offensive 
group struggled early, turning 
the ball over on its opening 
possession before the second-
team defense forced another 
turnover on downs.

Later, with the White of-
fense facing fourth-and-five, 
defensive lineman Demetri 
Tarpley stepped in front of 
a short pass for an intercep-
tion and rumbled 30 yards for 
a touchdown, creating one of 
the loudest reactions from the 
Blue sideline all night.

The Blue defense struck 
again moments later after an-
other fumbled snap popped 
loose for them to jump on. 
Shortly after, Junior defen-
sive back David Wimberly in-
tercepted a pass, followed his 

blockers across the field and 
broke a tackle on his way to 
the end zone, cutting the defi-
cit to 22–13.

Despite the defensive mo-
mentum, McNenney and Col-
lington answered late.

McNenney rolled left and 
appeared to connect with Col-
lington for a 70-yard touch-
down pass down the sideline, 
but the play was wiped away 
by a holding penalty. Even so, 
the duo kept attacking.

During the final goal-
line segment of the scrim-
mage, McNenney connected 
with Collington twice more 
for touchdowns, first on an out 
route from the two-yard line 
and later on a slant across the 
middle that Collington turned 
into another score.

Neeson said one of the 
biggest benefits of the spring 

game was evaluating play-
ers in their natural positions 
before expanding roles in the 
offseason.

“It was significant being 
able to see what guys can do in 
their primary positions,” Nee-
son said. “This week, we’ll 
have the ability to start game 
planning, and we’ll have some 
crossover. Some guys on de-
fense that we can utilize on 
offense, and some of the skill 
guys that can go over to de-
fense and help out in the sec-
ondary.”

Even with the offensive 
fireworks, Neeson empha-
sized there is still work to do 
before the regular season ar-
rives.

“Offensively, we’ve got 
to make sure we’re in shape 
and limit the penalties,” he 
said. “We had some points 

taken off the board because of 
miscommunication and hold-
ing penalties. Things like that, 
we’ve got to clean up.”

Neeson also highlighted 
the continued development of 
younger players throughout 
the offseason.

“We’ve done a good job 
recruiting our hallways and 
getting guys that look like 
they should be able to help the 
football team,” Neeson said. 
“We’ve got a bunch of fresh-
men that just have size, and 
we’ve got some guys that have 
never played football before, 
and they’re doing some good 
things.”

Apopka now turns its at-
tention toward Friday night’s 
spring matchup, 6:00 p. m. at 
Tavares High School, before 
beginning summer workouts 
and camp season.

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Defensive tackle Demetri Tarpley jumps into the end zone after his rumbling pick six.

 

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Head coach Marcus Neeson walks the sideline.
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HERE RESTS IN
HONORED GLORY
AN AMERICAN

SOLDIER

KNOWN BUT TO GOD

  I think my doctor 
is a veteran...

  I think your 
doctor is a
veteran and a 
veterinarian!

Iwo Jima

Gettysburg

World War 

Arizona

Lincoln 

Vietnam

McHenryWashington

Arlington

Jefferson

Soldier

Rushmore

                                            1. Mount ________ in South Dakota has the faces 
                                                of four presidents carved on a granite cliff.
2. The USS ________ (Hawaii) is a floating memorial where the ship was sunk in Pearl Harbor.
3. A beautiful marble building in Washington, D.C. with a statue of 
    our 16th president seated inside is called the ________ Memorial.
4. Many U.S. heroes are buried in the ________ National Cemetery in Virginia.
5. This four-sided pillar in Washington D.C. is 555 feet high. It honors 
     our country’s first president and is called the ________ Monument.
6. The ________ Statue shows Marines raising the U.S. flag after a World War II battle.
7. The ________  Veterans Memorial in our nation’s capital is a black-granite wall engraved  
     with the names of service men and women who died or are missing in the Vietnam War.
8. Fort _________ in Maryland defended our country against the British in the War of 1812.  
    The battle moved Francis Scott Key to write “The Star Spangled Banner.”
9. The Tomb of the Unknown ________ in Arlington National Cemetery is dedicated to 
     Americans killed in our wars, but whose bodies could not be identified.  
10. This circular building in D.C. with a statue of our third president is called the ________ Memorial.
11. Dedicated in 2004, the _______ II Memorial in Washington honors those who served, 
      the 400,000 who died, and those who supported our nation in that war.
12. The ______National Military Park marks a terrible battle that marked the Civil War’s 
       turning point. Abraham Lincoln made a famous famous speech here.

Remember On Memorial Day

      Fill in the puzzle with the names of things and 
places that honor our leaders and war heroes:

1
2 3

4

5

6
7 8

9
10

11

12

R. I. P.

     Memorial Day is a day to remember. We especially want to remember and honor 
people who have served and died in service to our country. Across our country we 
build, name or do things to honor people we want to remember. These memorials 
can be anything from a prayer service to a bridge! They help to keep memories alive. 
They let us cherish our freedom.
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SOFTBALL
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their strategy was, it’s gonna 
be low, low, low, and that’s 
evidenced by 5,000 ground 
balls,” MacWithey said. “All 
we did was bang the ball into 
the dirt. Their strategy was 
very functional. They got 
a couple in that we should 
have, and that was all.”

Apopka opened the 
game with three straight 
groundouts, setting up the 
frustrating offensive night.

Meanwhile, Mia Ae-
schilman opened strong in 
the circle with a strikeout, 
but Spruce Creek manufac-
tured an early run after a tri-
ple to deep left and a sacri-
fice fly gave the Hawks a 
1–0 lead in the first inning.

Sydney Bartkin provid-
ed Apopka’s first baserunner 
in the second, beating out 
an infield single, but a dou-
ble play erased the scoring 
chance.

Aeschilman settled in 
afterward, tossing a clean 
second inning and working 
around traffic in the third. 
Bartkin preserved the one-
run deficit with a strong 
catch on the center field 
fence after Spruce Creek 
threatened again.

The Darters’ best oppor-
tunity came in the fourth in-
ning.

Shylah Pino opened the 
frame with a line drive single 
to center but was forced out 
at second on a Taylor Smith 
groundball. Smith stole sec-
ond base, and a throwing 
error put her on third. But 
Apopka could not bring her 
home, ending the inning 
with a flyout and groundout.

Spruce Creek respond-
ed with another threat in the 
bottom half, putting two run-
ners on with no outs. Apop-
ka turned to Ava Millspaugh 

in relief, and the senior lim-
ited the damage.

Millspaugh induced 
a fielder’s choice at home 
plate and another groundball 
for an out, but Spruce Creek 
pushed across a second run 
during the sequence to ex-
tend the lead to 2–0.

From there, the Hawks’ 
pitching stayed consistent.

Apopka went quietly in 
the fifth and sixth innings, 
repeatedly hitting routine 
grounders as Spruce Creek’s 
defense stayed clean be-
hind its pitcher. The Hawks 
committed five errors in the 
teams’ previous matchup, 
but this time the unit played 
flawless defense.

Millspaugh gave Apop-

ka a chance to stay with-
in striking distance, work-
ing scoreless innings in the 
fifth and sixth while mixing 
strikeouts with weak contact. 
But the offense never recov-
ered.

The Darters ended the 
game the same way they 
started it — ​with three more 
groundouts.

Apopka started the sea-
son 6–4 before rattling off 
14  straight wins, going un-
defeated from March 24 
through April 28. Lake 
Brantley snapped the Dart-
ers’ winning streak with 
a 16–4 win in the district 
championship game, setting 
up the road playoff game 
against Spruce Creek.

Despite the disappoint-
ing finish, MacWithey said 
the loss does not erase what 
the group accomplished to-
gether.

“We had a great team 
and did great things togeth-
er,” he said. “We battled, we 
played, we loved, and we’ll 
take the L and go get some 
Cold Stone.”

As the seniors walked 
off the field together for the 
final time, the emotions re-
flected not only the end of a 
season, but the end of four 
years spent building rela-
tionships through the pro-
gram.

“Almost all of them 
have been together four 
years,” MacWithey said. “A 
few spent more time with us 
together than they probably 
spent with their families al-
most, because we’re together 
three, four, five hours a day, 
five days a week. Part of the 
process is, yeah, we’re sad, 
but we’re thankful for the 
times we had and gave it our 
best shot.”

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Shylah Pino was pumped up after her base hit and tried to 
rally the Blue Darters behind her.

APOPKA
FROM B1

sophomore campaign in the 
girls 800-meter run.

After winning a district 
championship and later finish-
ing fourth at regionals with a 
time of 2:17.82, Davis earned 
one of the final qualifying 
spots for the state meet and 
entered Saturday as one of the 
younger runners in the field.

“I found out later that 
night,” Davis said about qual-
ifying for states. “I wasn’t re-
ally expecting to make it be-
cause I  know the top two 
made it, and I  was fourth 
place, but I was really excited 
to make it.”

Davis said qualifying af-
ter missing the state meet a 
year ago made the moment 
even more rewarding.

“I didn’t make it last year, 

so making it this year definite-
ly made me feel better about 
my season,” she said. “I’m a 
little bit nervous, but I know 
that if I made it here, I can do 
well and that I belong.”

Running alongside elite 
competition that included a 
competitor from Lake Brant-
ley in her lane grouping, Da-
vis opened aggressively.

At the 400-meter 
split, she clocked a strong 
1:04.63 — ​one of the top sev-
en split times in the race — ​
keeping herself in contention 
through the opening half.

She ultimately crossed 
the finish line in 2:15.12, plac-
ing 11th overall in the state 
while improving both her dis-
trict and regional times.

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Mandy Zheng sprints forward to complete the first high jump.
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Taking the pressure off evening meals
I have a book titled 

“Great Food Fast,” a col-
lection of Bob Warden’s 
Ultimate Pressure Cooker 
Recipes. This recipe for 
Moo Shu Pork calls for 
scallions as does the hash 
browns recipe below. Scallions and green on-
ions are the same “allium” vegetable. You can 
use either as they are interchangeable.

New Orleans Red Beans and Rice looks 
very tasty. This is Tammy Formby’s recipe. She 
is in Marshall-Dekalb EC (electric company) 
Alabama Living Magazine.

Zucchini Casserole from Paths of Sunshine 
published by the Florida Federation of Garden 
Clubs, is wonderful. Try it. You’ll like it!

Delish.com says, “We’re going back to the 
basics with this perfectly simple side dish: all 
you need is salt, pepper, and olive oil to make 
perfectly tender, caramelized carrots. 

In her book titled Gullah Geechee Home 
Cooking, Emily Meggett says, “I love cooking 
potatoes because it usually just takes a few in-
gredients to turn them into something you just 
can’t resist. These hash brown potatoes are easy 
to make, and the scallions add a bright, fresh fla-
vor to the dish.

From Charleston Receipts, Crab Meat Sal-
ad calls for a pound of fresh crab meat. You can 
substitute shrimp for the crab meat. This recipe 
was contributed by Miss Elizabeth Williams. 

A recipe for Apricot Bar Cookies comes 
from The New York Times NEW Natural Foods 
Cookbook, by Jean Hewitt. With honey, mo-
lasses, raisins, and apricots, this recipe appears 
to be not only nutritious, but sweet enough for 
children to love. It will surely be a favorite for 
summer vacation snacks!

 
MOO SHU PORK

(Chinese Pork and Cabbage Wraps)
Recipe from Great Food Fast 

by Bob Warden
INGREDIENTS:
2 tablespoons sesame oil
1 pound boneless pork loin chops, cut into 
strips
1 large yellow onion, thinly sliced
1 (16-ounce bag) shredded coleslaw mix
1 tablespoon minced garlic
1/4 cup beef stock or broth
3 tablespoons reduced-sodium soy sauce
1/3 cup hoisin sauce
4 scallions, thinly sliced

2 tablespoons cornstarch, mixed into 2 ta-
blespoons water
Flour tortillas

Tip: Hoisin, a sweet and smoky Chinese 
plum sauce, can be found in jars in the Asian 
foods section of your local grocery store.
DIRECTIONS:

1) With the cooker’s lid off, heat oil on HIGH 
or “brown,” until sizzling. 2) Place the pork and 
onion in the cooker, and cook until pork is light-
ly browned, about 5 minutes. 3) Add the cole-
slaw mix, garlic, beef broth, and soy sauce. Se-
curely lock the pressure cooker’s lid, and set for 
3 minutes on HIGH. 4) Perform a quick release 
to release the cooker’s pressure. Remove lid and 
set cooker to HIGH or “brown.” 5) Stir in hoi-
sin sauce, scallions, and cornstarch mixture. Let 
simmer 2 minutes. 6) Serve wrapped in tortillas, 
spread with additional hoisin sauce, if desired.

 
TAMMY FORMBY’S NEW ORLEANS 

RED BEANS AND RICE
From: Marshall-Dekalb EC

“Alabama Living Magazine”
INGREDIENTS:
1 pound small red beans, rinsed and 
soaked at least four hours, or overnight
2 cups Kielbasa sausage, cut into bite-
sized pieces
1 cup cooked ham, cubed
1 large onion, chopped
1/2 cup celery, chopped
3 large garlic cloves, minced
4 cups water (or enough to cover bean 
mixture)
1/4 teaspoon dried thyme
1 large bay leaf
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon hot sauce
3 cups cooked rice
DIRECTIONS:

Combine all ingredients except rice into 
slow cooker. Cook 6-8 hours on low, stirring 
once. Serve over rice. Cook’s note: Remove 
some of the beans and juices just before serv-
ing, mash them, and pour back into the pot for a 
thicker mixture (if desired).

ZUCCHINI CASSEROLE
Recipe from Florida Federation  

of Garden Clubs 
Paths of Sunshine Cookbook

INGREDIENTS:
4 cups sliced zucchini

2 cups boiling water
2 eggs
1 cup mayonnaise
1 chopped onion
1/4 cup chopped green pepper
1 cup Parmesan cheese
Salt and pepper to taste
1 tablespoon butter
2 tablespoons buttered breadcrumbs (op-
tional)
DIRECTIONS:

Cook zucchini in water until just tender, 
then drain. In a large bowl, beat eggs, stir in 
mayonnaise, onion, green pepper, cheese, salt, 
and pepper. Add zucchini. Turn into a greased 
1-1/2 quart baking dish. Dot with butter and 
sprinkle with breadcrumbs. Bake at 350 degrees 
for 30 minutes or until bubbly. Serves six.

ROASTED CARROTS
From: Delish.com

INGREDIENTS:
15 carrots (2 pounds), peeled and cut 
crosswise into quarters
3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
Freshly chopped parsley, for gar-
nish (optional)
DIRECTIONS:

1) Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 2) On a 
large baking sheet, toss carrots with olive oil and 
season generously with salt and pepper. 3) Roast 
until tender and lightly caramelized, 30 minutes. 
4) Garnish with parsley, before serving.

EMILY MEGGETT’S HASH BROWN 
POTATOES (HOME FRIES)

Recipe from Gullah Geechee
 Home Cooking by Emily Meggett

INGREDIENTS:
8 yellow or white potatoes (a little over 2 
pounds), diced
3/4 cup (1-1/2 sticks) unsalted butter
2 scallions, chopped
Salt to taste
DIRECTIONS:

1) In a 4-quart saucepan, bring 2 quarts wa-
ter to a boil over high heat. Add the potatoes and 
boil for 3 to 4 minutes, until tender. Drain well. 
2) In a 12-inch cast-iron skillet, melt the but-
ter over low heat, taking care not to burn. Add 
the scallions and the potatoes to the skillet. Salt 
the potatoes according to taste. Cook over medi-
um heat until golden brown. 3) When the pota-

toes are browned on the bottom, turn them with 
a spatula and brown the other side.

 
MISS ELIZABETH R. 

WILLIAMS’ CRAB MEAT SALAD
Recipe from Charleston Receipts 

INGREDIENTS:
1 pound crab meat
1 cup celery, diced
1/8 teaspoon pepper
1 green pepper, chopped
2 hard-cooked eggs, diced
1/2 cup mayonnaise or salad dressing
1/2 teaspoon salt
Lettuce
DIRECTIONS:

1) Remove any shell from the crab meat. 
2) Combine all the ingredients and serve on let-
tuce. Shrimp may be used instead of crab meat. 
Serves six.

 
APRICOT BAR COOKIES

THE NEW YORK TIMES 
NEW NATURAL FOODS COOKBOOK

by Jean Hewitt
INGREDIENTS: 
1/2 cup honey
1/3 cup molasses
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1-1/2 cups steel cut oats
1 cup whole wheat flour
1/2 cup wheat germ
3 tablespoons soy flour
1/8 teaspoon salt
1 cup cut-up unsulphured apricots
1 cup raisins
1/2 cup sunflower seed kernels or pump-
kin seeds
Orange juice, if necessary
DIRECTIONS:

1) Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. 2) Beat 
together the honey, molasses, and oil very well 
in an electric mixer, electric blender, or food 
processor. 3) In a large bowl, combine the oats, 
whole-wheat flour, wheat germ, soy flour, and 
salt. Pour in the honey mixture and stir to moist-
en the dry ingredients. 4) Add the apricots, rai-
sins, and sunflower seed kernels and mix well. If 
the mixture is very stiff, add a small amount of 
orange juice. Press the mixture into a well-oiled 
9-inch square baking pan. Bake for 20 minutes. 
Cool in the pan. Cut into squares. Yield: Sixteen 
squares.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

To submit an event, you 

can email them to news@

theapopkachief.com.

Friday, May 15
 

Lifeguard Certification Course 
(Day 1 of 3)
5 p.m., 221 S. Binion Road, 

Apopka. $275.

 

Full Throttle Friday - Test & 
Tune Drag Racing Night
6 p.m., Orlando Speed World 

19164 East Colonial Drive, 

Orlando

A family friendly great 

atmosphere for All-Ages to 

enjoy a night of Drag Racing at 

Orlando Speed World. $20-$30. 

 

Our Orlando: Tasanee Durrett, 
Martha Jo Mahoney and Mado 
Smith
6:30 p.m., 900 E. Princeton 

Street, Orlando

The fourth iteration of Our 

Orlando features local artists 

Tasanee Durrett, Martha Jo 

Mahoney, and Mado Smith. 

Members free, general $10.

 

The Magic Show: Unboxed by 
AGT Finalist Drew Thomas
7 p.m., 4012 Central Florida 

Parkway, Orlando

Step inside The Magic Show: 

Unboxed, an extraordinary, 

highly rated experience 

performed by America’s Got 

Talent finalist Drew Thomas. 

$50-$90.

 

Saturday, May 16
 

Lifeguard Certification Course 
(Day 2 of 3)
9 p.m., 221 S. Binion Road, 

Apopka. $275.

Saturday Sounds Concert 
Series with The Dave 
Matthews Tribute Band
5 p.m., 3710 Jason Dwelley 

Parkway, Apopka. Free.

 

Hot Takes Comedy at Twelve 
Talons Beerworks
8 p.m., 2807 East South Street, 

Orlando.

Get ready to laugh hard at Hot 

Takes Comedy, lighting up 

Twelve Talons Beersworks. $19. 

 

A Hollywood Horror Story
10:05 p.m., 812 E. Rollins St., 

Orlando.

18-time award-winning 

Fringe veteran Ingrid Garner 

harnesses her signature gift 

for transformation to resurrect 

the legend behind Hollywood’s 

most fascinating forgotten icon, 

Vampira. $6.

 

Sunday, May 17
 

Lifeguard Certification Course 
(Day 3 of 3)
9 p.m., 221 S. Binion Road, 

Apopka. $275.

 

5th Year: Quinceañera & 
Sweet 16 Expo 2026
1 p.m., 6838 Hoffner Avenue, 

#1200, Orlando.

Join us for our fifth annual expo, 

the ultimate one-stop shop for 

everything you need to create 

an unforgettable Quinceañera or 

Sweet 16. $7-$12. 

 

FSYO’s Percussion Ensemble 
Showcase
1:30  p.m., 701 N 

Econlockhatchee Trail, Orlando.

Rounding out the season is our 

exciting Percussion Ensemble 

Showcase - a dynamic 

celebration of rhythm, precision, 

and versatility! $20-$25.

 

Evensong Anniversary 
Celebration
3:30 p.m., 130 North Magnolia 

Avenue, Orlando.

Join us for the 150th anniversary 

of The Cathedral Church of St. 

Luke and the 100th anniversary 

of the Central Florida Chapter of 

the American Guild of Organists. 

Free.

 

Park Ave. Worship Center
6 p.m., 117 N Park Ave, Apopka.

Redemption’s Call Trio is a 

southern gospel group based 

out of Florida with a unique 

blend of classic and current 

southern gospel sounds. Free.

 

$500 SINGER/RAPPER 
CONTEST
8  p.m., 16 West Pine Street, 

Orlando.

Show off your talent and win 

$500 in our live singer/rapper 

contest—come ready to spit 

bars or hit those notes! $34-

$77 general admin, $109 for 

competing artist.

 

Monday, May 18
 

Amber-Leigh’s Aquatics 
Swimming Lessons 
(Registration Required)
5 p.m., 221 S. Binion Road, 

Apopka. $108-$162.

 

Tuesday, May 19
 

Orlando sings Choral Festival: 
Celebrate 250 Years of the 
United States
7:30  p.m. 445 S Magnolia Ave, 

Orlando.

Celebrate 250 Years of the 

United States unites over 300 

Central Florida singers in a 

powerful tribute to our nation’s 

ideals. $40-$89.

 

Wednesday, May 20
 

Development Review 
Committee Meeting
9  p.m., 120 East Main Street, 

Apopka.

 

Apopka Foliage Toastmasters
7 p.m., 120 E. 5th St, Apopka.

Toastmasters is a club that 

allows you to improve your 

public speaking, listening and 

leadership skills. Free.

 

Apopka City Council Meeting
7  p.m.

120 East Main Street, Apopka. 

Free.

 

Apopka City Commission 
Meeting
7 p.m.

120 East Main Street, Apopka. 

Free.

APOPKA
AMPHITHEATER

Coming up at the 

Spring concert series

The Dave Matthews
Tribute Band 
- 5 p.m.-7 p.m. (Free)

R&B Picnic Fest with Ball
Greezy & Sunshine
Anderson
- 4 p.m.-10 p.m. (Ticketed
Event)

Marcus King Band
- 6 p.m.-10 p.m. (Ticketed
Event)

MAY 16

MAY ��

MAY ��

3710 Jason Dwelley Parkway

Tailgate N’ Tunes
- 5:30 p.m.-10 p.m.
(Ticketed Event)

JUNE 6

Courtesy of Redemptions Call Trio

Redemption’s Call Trio is a southern gospel group from Florida, known for 
their unique blend of classic and current southern gospel sounds.
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NOTICE OF SALE OFMOTOR VEHICLE
Pursuant to Florida Statute 713.585, Auto 
Service Orlando LLC, will sell at public 

sale for cash the following described 

vehicle(s)

2021 TOYOTA TACOMA  

Vin#5TFAZ5CN2MX117591  located at 

lienor’s place to satisfy a claim of lien. 

Lien Amt: $10,572.00. Sale Date: June 17, 

2026 08:00  AM. At Location Address 800 

West Landstreet Rd Orlando Fl 32824, 

and phone # 407-956-0278 - # 407-728-

2730.  Said Vehicle (s) may be redeemed 

by satisfying the lien prior to sale date. 

You have the right to a hearing at any time 

prior to sale date by filing a demand for 

hearing in the circuit court. Owner has the 

right to recover possession of the vehicle 

by posting a bond in accordance with F.S. 

559.917. Any proceeds in excess of the 

amount of the lien will be deposited with 

the Clerk of Circuit Court in the county 

where the vehicle is held.

May 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2026-CP-001473-O
IN RE: ESTATE OF
BETTY LOU NEVE
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of Betty 

Lou Neve, deceased, whose date of death 

was April 2, 2022, is pending in the Circuit 

Court for Orange County, Florida, Probate 

Division, the address of which is 425 

N. Orange Ave., Suite 335, Orlando, FL 

32801. The names and addresses of the 

personal representative and the personal 

representative’s attorney are set forth 

below.

All creditors of the decedent and other 

persons having claims or demands against 

decedent’s estate on whom a copy of 

this notice is required to be served must 

file their claims with this court ON OR 

BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 

DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF 

A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or demands 

against decedent’s estate must file their 

claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

The personal representative has no duty 

to discover whether any property held at 

the time of the decedent’s death by the 

decedent or the decedent’s surviving 

spouse is property to which the Florida 

Uniform Disposition of Community Property 

Rights at Death Act as described in ss. 

732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, applies, 

or may apply, unless a written demand is 

made by a creditor as specified under s. 

732.2211, Florida Statutes. The written 

demand must be filed with the clerk.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 

STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE 

FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS 

SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 

TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER 

THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is 

May 15, 2026.

Personal Representative:
Anthony Villarreal

PO Box 85

Palo Cedro, California 96073

Attorney for Personal
Representative:
ABIGAIL EDELSTEIN, ESQUIRE

Attorney

Florida Bar Number: 107324

Vollrath Law PA

1757 W. Broadway, 

Suite 3

Oviedo, Florida 32765

Telephone: (407) 366-0087

Fax: (407) 264-6650

E-Mail:

abigail@vollrath-law.com  

Secondary E-Mail:

stephanie@vollrath-law.com

May 15, 22, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION 09
CASE NO. 2026-CP-001445-O
IN RE: ESTATE OF
MINNELL ROBINSON-NEWMAN,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of 

MINNELL ROBINSON-NEWMAN, 

deceased, whose date of death was 

January 5, 2026, is pending in the 

Circuit Court for Orange County, Probate 

Division, the address of which is 425 N. 

Orange Ave., Room 355, Orlando, FL 

32801. The name and address of the 

Personal Representative and the Personal 

Representative’s attorney are set forth 

below.

All creditors of the decedent and other 

persons having claims or demands against 

decedent’s estate on whom a copy of 

this notice is required to be served must 

file their claims with this court ON OR 

BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 

DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF 

A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

The personal representative has no duty 

to discover whether any property held at 

the time of the decedent’s death by the 

decedent or the decedent’s surviving 

spouse is property to which the Florida 

Uniform Disposition of Community Property 

Rights at Death Act as described in ss. 

732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, applies, 

or may apply, unless a written demand is 

made by a creditor as specified under s. 

732.2211, Florida Statutes. The written 

demand must be filed with the clerk.

All other creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or demands 

against decedent’s estate must file their 

claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 

733.702 OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE 

CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS 

SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 

TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER 

THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is 

May 15, 2026.

Personal Representative:

ANTOINETTE ROSE BARRETT

P.O. Box 770670

Winter Garden, Florida 34777

Attorney for Personal
Representative:
KATHRYN C. PYLES

Florida Bar No. 1002555

The Pyles Law Firm, P.A.

P.O. Box 770670

Winter Garden, Florida 34777

Telephone: (407) 298-7077

E-Mail: kathrynpyles@pyleslaw.com

Facsimile: (407) 264-6224

May 15, 22, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2026-CP-1405
Division Probate
IN RE: ESTATE OF DONNA DOREE 
BANKS
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Donna 

Doree Banks, deceased, whose date of 

death was February 21, 2026, is pending 

in the Circuit Court for Orange County, 

Florida, Probate Division, the address of 

which is 425 N. Orange Ave., Orlando, FL 

32801. The names and addresses of the 

personal representative and the personal 

representative’s attorney are set forth 

below.

All creditors of the decedent and other 

persons having claims or demands against 

decedent’s estate on whom a copy of 

this notice is required to be served must 

file their claims with this court ON OR 

BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 

DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF 

A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or demands 

against decedent’s estate must file their 

claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

The personal representative has no duty 

to discover whether any property held at 

the time of the decedent’s death by the 

decedent or the decedent’s surviving 

spouse is property to which the Florida 

Uniform Disposition of Community Property 

Rights at Death Act as described in ss. 

732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, applies, 

or may apply, unless a written demand is 

made by a creditor as specified under s. 

732.2211, Florida Statutes. The written 

demand must be filed with the clerk.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 

STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE 

FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS 

SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 

TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER 

THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is 

May 8, 2026.

Personal Representative:

Diana Burleson

1064 Bluff Woods Dr.

Driftwood, Texas 78619

Attorney for Personal
Representative:
/s/ Michelle A. Berglund-Harper, Esq.

Michelle A. Berglund-Harper, Esq.

Attorney Diana Burleson

Florida Bar Number: 0084028

MURPHY & BERGLUND PLLC

1101 Douglas Avenue

Suite 1006

Altamonte Springs, FL 32714

Telephone: (407) 865-9553

Fax: (407) 865-5742

E-Mail:

michelle@murphyberglund.com

Secondary E-Mail:

eservice@murphyberglund.com

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2025-CP-3996
Probate
IN RE: ESTATE OF LONNY KEITH 
MCDOUGAL
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of Lonny 

Keith McDougal, deceased, whose date of 

death was December 30, 2024, is pending 

in the Circuit Court for Orange County, 

Florida, Probate Division, the address of 

which is 425 N. Orange Ave., Orlando, FL 

32801. The names and addresses of the 

personal representative and the personal 

representative’s attorney are set forth 

below.

All creditors of the decedent and other 

persons having claims or demands against 

decedent’s estate on whom a copy of 

this notice is required to be served must 

file their claims with this court ON OR 

BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 

DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF 

A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or demands 

against decedent’s estate must file their 

claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

The personal representative has no duty 

to discover whether any property held at 

the time of the decedent’s death by the 

decedent or the decedent’s surviving 

spouse is property to which the Florida 

Uniform Disposition of Community Property 

Rights at Death Act as described in ss. 

732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, applies, 

or may apply, unless a written demand is 

made by a creditor as specified under s. 

732.2211, Florida Statutes. The written 

demand must be filed with the clerk.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 

STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE 

FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS 

SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 

TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER 

THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is 

May 8, 2026.

Personal Representative:

Simone McDougal

2238 Winderest Lake Circle 

Orlando, FL 32824

Attorney for Personal
Representative:
/s/ Michelle A. Berglund-Harper, Esq.

Michelle A. Berglund-Harper, Esq.

Florida Bar Number:0084028

Murphy & Berglund, PLLC

1101 Douglas Avenue,

Suite 1006

Altamonte Springs,

Florida 32714

Telephone: (407) 865-9553

Fax: (407) 865-5742

E-Mail:

michelle@murphyberglund.com

Secondary E-Mail:

Eservice@murphyberglund.com

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR ORANGE COUNTY,
FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
File Number: 48-2026-CP-000595-O
IN RE: ESTATE OF STACIE REED also 
known as STACIE LYNN REED also 
known as STACIE L. REED,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of STACIE 

REED also known as STACIE LYNN 

REED also known as STACIE L. REED, 

deceased, whose date of death was June 

30, 2025 is pending in the Circuit Court for 

Orange County, Florida, Probate Division; 

File Number 48-2026-CP-000595-O; the 

address of which is 425 N. Orange Avenue, 

Suite 335, Orlando, Florida, 32801.

The name and address of the Personal 

Representative and the Personal 

Representative’s attorney are set forth 

below.

All creditors of the Decedent and other 

persons, who have claims or demands 

against Decedent’s estate, including un-

matured, contingent or unliquidated claims, 

and who have been served a copy of 

this notice, must file their claims with the 

Court, WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE 

(3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE 

FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 

OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 

DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS 

NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the Decedent and 

other persons who have claims or demands 

against the Decedent’s estate, including 

un-matured, contingent or unliquidated 

claims, must file their claims with this Court 

WITHIN THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER THE 

DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 

THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL BE 

FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS 

SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 

TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER 

THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

THE DATE OF FIRST PUBLICATION OF 

THIS NOTICE is May 8, 2026.

Erin Hampton

Personal Representative

2328 Burns Avenue

Melbourne, Florida 32935

Elise G. Vaughn
Attorney for Per. Rep

Florida Bar No. 750549

2013 S. Melbourne Court

Melbourne, FL 32901

321-723-8673

Fax: 321-951-9099

vaughnlaw@bellsouth.net

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE NINTH CIRCUIT COURT OF 
FLORIDA, ORANGE COUNTY PROBATE
CASE NO. 2026-CP-001472-O
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF

THERESA D. BENJAMIN,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 

OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE ABOVE 

ESTATE:

The administration of the ESTATE OF 

THERESA D. BENJAMIN, deceased, File 

Number 2026-CP-001472-O, is pending in 

the Circuit Court in and for Orange County, 

Florida, Probate Division, the address 

of which is 425 N. Orange Ave., Room 

355, Orlando, FL 32801. The names and 

addresses of the personal representative 

and that personal representative’s attorney 

are set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE 

NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the decedent, and other 

persons having claims or demands against 

the decedent’s estate on whom a copy of 

this notice is required to be served must 

file their claims with this Court ON OR 

BEFORE THE LATER OF THREE (3) 

MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE 

FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE 

OR THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE 

DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS 

NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and 

persons having claims or demands against 

the decedent’s estate must file their 

claims with this Court WITHIN THREE 

(3) MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF THE 

FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 

STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE 

FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS 

SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLIAM FILED 

TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER 

THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of the first publication of this 

Notice is May 15, 2026 .

PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE:
Stephen J. Benjamin

4700 Ocean Beach

Blvd. #320

Cocoa Beach, FL 32931

ATTORNEY:
W. Thomas Dyer, Esq.

Florida Bar No. 969834

DYER & BLAISDELL, P.L.

416-A N. Fern Creek Ave.

Orlando, Florida 32803

Phone: (407) 648-1153 x1

Email: tdyer@dyerblaisdell.com

May 15, 22, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2026-CP-001409-O
IN RE: ESTATE OF
JOHN J. ALEXANDER
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of John J. 

Alexander, deceased, whose date of death 

was December 9, 2025, is pending in the 

Circuit Court for Orange County, Florida, 

Probate Division, the address of which is 

425 N. Orange Ave., Suite 335, Orlando, 

FL 32801. The names and addresses of the 

personal representative and the personal 

representative’s attorney are set forth 

below.

All creditors of the decedent and other 

persons having claims or demands against 

decedent’s estate on whom a copy of 

this notice is required to be served must 

file their claims with this court ON OR 

BEFORE THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE TIME OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 

DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF 

A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and 

other persons having claims or demands 

against decedent’s estate must file their 

claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 

AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 

PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

The personal representative has no duty 

to discover whether any property held at 

the time of the decedent’s death by the 

decedent or the decedent’s surviving 

spouse is property to which the Florida 

Uniform Disposition of Community Property 

Rights at Death Act as described in ss. 

732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, applies, 

or may apply, unless a written demand is 

made by a creditor as specified under s. 

732.2211, Florida Statutes. The written 

demand must be filed with the clerk.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE 

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 

STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE 

FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS 

SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED 

TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER 

THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS 

BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is 

May 8, 2026.

Personal Representative:

Sharon Bryan

3017 St Johns Blvd.

Jacksonville Beach, Florida 32250

Attorney for Personal
Representative:
Abigail Edelstein, Esquire Attorney

Florida Bar Number: 107324

Vollrath Law PA

1757 W. Broadway,

Suite 3

Oviedo, Florida 32765

Telephone: (407) 366-0087

Fax: (407) 264-6650

E-Mail:

abigail@vollrath-law.com  

Secondary E-Mail:

stephanie@vollrath-law.com

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2025-CA-007518-O
DIV NO.: 36
MARRIOTT RESORTS HOSPITALITY 
CORPORATION, a South Carolina 
Corporation, Management Agent 
on behalf of CYPRESS HARBOUR 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC., a 
Florida not for profit corporation, and All 
Owners as Agent,
Plaintiff,
vs.

PAUL J. CROWTHER, et al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF SALE AS TO COUNT VII
TO: THANH HOANG
1530 AINSLEY RD

SILVER SPRING,

MD 20904-2706

MINH-VU HOANG
1530 AINSLEY RD

SILVER SPRING,

MD 20904-2706

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 

to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure 

entered on April 29, 2026, in the cause 

pending in the Circuit Court, in and for 

Orange County, Florida, Civil Case No. 

2025-CA-007518-O, the Office of Tiffany 

Moore Russell, Orange County Clerk of the 

Court will sell the property situated in said 

County described as:

COUNT VII
Unit Week 12 in Unit 5643, in CYPRESS 
HARBOUR CONDOMINIUM, according 
to the Declaration of Condominium 
thereof, as recorded in Official Records 
Book 4263 at Page 0404 in the Public 
Records of Orange County, Florida, and 
any amendments thereof.
at Public sale to the highest and best 

bidder for cash starting at the hour of 11:00 

a.m. on the 10th day of June, 2026 online 

at www.myorangeclerk.realforeclose.com. 

Any person claiming an interest in the 

surplus from the sale, if any, other than 

the property owner as of the date of the lis 

pendens must file a claim within 60 days 

after the sale. Submitted for publication to 

The Apopka Chief on April 30, 2026.

DATED April 30, 2026.

/s/ EDWARD M. FITZGERALD

EDWARD M. FITZGERALD 

FLORIDA BAR NO. 0010391

 HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP

If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order to 

participate in this proceeding, you are 

entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact 

ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 

Orange County, Courthouse, at 425 North 

Orange Avenue, Suite #510, Orlando, 

Florida 32801; Telephone (407) 836-2303, 

at least 7 days before your scheduled 

court appearance, or immediately upon 

receiving this notification if the time before 

the scheduled appearance is less than 7 

days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, 

call 711.

OUR FILE #110522.1703

MRHC #ORANGE

May 8, 15, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE OF INTENT TO ISSUE 
AIR PERMIT
Florida Department of Environmental 

Protection Orange County Environmental 

Protection Division

Draft Title V Air Operation Permit No. 

0951334-010-AV

Waste Management Inc. of Florida, Keene 

Road Landfill – Vista Landfill

Orange County, Florida

Applicant: The applicant for this project 

is Waste Management Inc. of Florida. 

The applicant’s responsible official and 

mailing address are: Joshua Shank, District 

Manager, Waste Management Inc. of 

Florida, 4978 L.B. McLeod Road, Orlando, 

Florida 32805.

Facility Location: The applicant operates 

the existing Keene Road Landfill – Vista 

Landfill, which is located in Orange County 

at 255 West Keene Road, Apopka, Florida.

Project: The applicant applied on March 

26, 2026 to the EPD for a Title V air 

operation permit renewal. This is a renewal 

of Title V Air Operation Permit No. 0951334-

009-AV. The existing facility consists of 

two contiguous landfills that accepts 

construction and demolition waste (Class 

III), along with wood, plastic, metal, yard 

waste, and asbestos containing material.

Permitting Authority: Applications for 

Title V air operation permits are subject to 

review in accordance with the provisions 

of Chapter 403, Florida Statutes (F.S.) and 

Chapters 62-4, 62-210, and 62-213, of the 

Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). The 

proposed project is not exempt from air 

permitting requirements and a Title V air 

operation permit is required to operate the 

facility. The Orange County Environmental 

Protection Division (EPD) is the Permitting 

Authority responsible for making a 

permit determination for this project. 

The Permitting Authority’s physical and 

mailing address is: 3165 McCrory Place, 

Suite 200, Orlando, Florida 32803. The 

Permitting Authority’s telephone number is 

(407) 836-1400 and the email address is 

AirPermitsOrangeCounty@ocfl.net .

Project File: A complete project file is 

available for public inspection during the 

normal business hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 

p.m., Monday through Friday (except legal 

holidays), at the address indicated above 

for the Permitting Authority. The complete 

project file includes the draft permit, the 

Statement of Basis, the application, and 

the information submitted by the applicant, 

exclusive of confidential records under 

Section 403.111, F.S. Interested persons 

may view the draft permit by visiting 

the following website: https://fldep.dep.

state.fl.us/air/emission/apds/default.asp 

and entering the permit number shown 

above. Interested persons may contact 

the Permitting Authority’s project review 

engineer for additional information at the 

address or phone number listed above.

Notice of Intent to Issue Permit: The 

Permitting Authority gives notice of its 

intent to issue a renewed Title V air 

operation permit to the applicant for the 

project described above. The applicant 

has provided reasonable assurance 

that continued operation of the existing 

equipment will not adversely impact air 

quality and that the project will comply 

with all appropriate provisions of Chapters 

62-4, 62-204, 62-210, 62-212, 62-213, 

62-296 and 62-297, F.A.C. The Permitting 

Authority will issue a proposed permit and 

subsequent final permit in accordance with 

the conditions of the draft permit unless a 

response received in accordance with the 

following procedures results in a different 

decision or a significant change of terms or 

conditions.

Comments: The Permitting Authority will 

accept written comments concerning the 

draft Title V air operation permit for a period 

of 30 days from the date of publication 

of the Public Notice. Written comments 

must be received by the close of business 

(5:00 p.m.), on or before the end of this 

30-day period by the Permitting Authority 

at the above address. As part of his or her 

comments, any person may also request 

that the Permitting Authority hold a public 

meeting on this permitting action. If the 

Permitting Authority determines there is 

sufficient interest for a public meeting, it 

will publish notice of the time, date, and 

location in the Florida Administrative 

Register (FAR). If a public meeting is 

requested within the 30-day comment 

period and conducted by the Permitting 

Authority, any oral and written comments 

received during the public meeting will also 

be considered by the Permitting Authority. 

If timely received written comments or 

comments received at a public meeting 

result in a significant change to the draft 

permit, the Permitting Authority shall 

issue a revised draft permit and require, 

if applicable, another Public Notice. All 

comments filed will be made available 

for public inspection. For additional 

information, contact the Permitting Authority 

at the above address or phone number.

Petitions: A person whose substantial 

interests are affected by the proposed 

permitting decision may petition for an 

administrative hearing in accordance with 

Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S. Petitions 

filed by any persons other than those 

entitled to written notice under Section 

120.60(3), F.S., must be filed within 14 

days of publication of the Public Notice 

or receipt of a written notice, whichever 

occurs first. Under Section 120.60(3), 

F.S., however, any person who asked the 

Permitting Authority for notice of agency 

action may file a petition within 14 days 

of receipt of that notice, regardless of the 

date of publication. A petitioner shall mail 

a copy of the petition to the applicant at 

the address indicated above, at the time of 

filing. A petition for administrative hearing 

must contain the information set forth 

below and must be filed (received) with 

the Office of the Orange County Attorney, 

201 South Rosalind Avenue, Third Floor, 

Orlando, Florida 32801 (Telephone 407-

836-7320) before the deadline. The failure 

of any person to file a petition within the 

appropriate time period shall constitute 

a waiver of that person’s right to request 

an administrative determination (hearing) 

under Sections 120.569 and 120.57, F.S., 

or to intervene in this proceeding and 

participate as a party to it. Any subsequent 

intervention (in a proceeding initiated by 

another party) will be only at the approval 

of the presiding officer upon the filing of 

a motion in compliance with Rule 28-

106.205, F.A.C.

A petition that disputes the material 

facts on which the Permitting Authority’s 

action is based must contain the following 

information: (a) The name and address of 

each agency affected and each agency’s 

file or identification number, if known; (b) 

The name, address, any email address, 

telephone number and any facsimile 

number of the petitioner; the name, 

address, any email address, telephone 

number, and any facsimile number of the 

petitioner’s representative, if any, which 

shall be the address for service purposes 

during the course of the proceeding; and 

an explanation of how the petitioner’s 

substantial interests will be affected by the 

agency determination; (c) A statement of 

when and how each petitioner received 

notice of the agency action or proposed 

decision; (d) A statement of all disputed 

issues of material fact. If there are none, 

the petition must so indicate; (e) A concise 

statement of the ultimate facts alleged, 

including the specific facts the petitioner 

contends warrant reversal or modification 

of the agency’s proposed action; (f) A 

statement of the specific rules or statutes 

the petitioner contends require reversal 

or modification of the agency’s proposed 

action including an explanation of how the 

alleged facts relate to the specific rules or 

statutes; and, (g) A statement of the relief 

sought by the petitioner, stating precisely 

the action the petitioner wishes the agency 

to take with respect to the agency’s 

proposed action. A petition that does not 

dispute the material facts upon which the 

Permitting Authority’s action is based shall 

state that no such facts are in dispute 

and otherwise shall contain the same 

information as set forth above, as required 

by Rule 28-106.301, F.A.C.

Because the administrative hearing 

process is designed to formulate final 

agency action, the filing of a petition means 

that the Permitting Authority’s final action 

may be different from the position taken by 

it in this written notice of Intent to Issue Air 

Permit. Persons whose substantial interests 

will be affected by any such final decision of 

the Permitting Authority on the application 

have the right to petition to become a party 

to the proceeding, in accordance with the 

requirements set forth above.

Extension of Time: Under Rule 62-

110.106(4), F.A.C., a person whose 

substantial interests are affected by 

the EPD’s action may also request an 

extension of time to file a petition for an 

administrative hearing. The EPD may, for 

good cause shown, grant the request for an 

extension of time. Requests for extension 

of time must be filed with the Office of 

the Orange County Attorney, 201 South 

Rosalind Avenue, Third Floor, Orlando, 

Florida 32801 (Telephone 407-836-7320) 

before the deadline for filing a petition for 

an administrative hearing. A timely request 

for extension of time shall toll the running of 

the time period for filing a petition until the 

request is acted upon.

Mediation: Mediation is not available in this 

proceeding. Objections: Finally, pursuant 

to 42 United States Code (U.S.C.) Section 

7661d(b)(2), any person may petition the 

Administrator of the EPA within 60 days 

of the expiration of the Administrator’s 45-

day review period as established at 42 

U.S.C. Section 7661d(b)(1), to object to 

the issuance of any Title V air operation 

permit. Any petition shall be based only on 

objections to the permit that were raised 

with reasonable specificity during the 30-

day public comment period provided in 

the Public Notice, unless the petitioner 

demonstrates to the Administrator of the 

EPA that it was impracticable to raise such 

objections within the comment period or 

unless the grounds for such objection 

arose after the comment period. Filing 

of a petition with the Administrator of the 

EPA does not stay the effective date of 

any permit properly issued pursuant to 

the provisions of Chapter 62-213, F.A.C. 

Petitions filed with the Administrator of 

EPA must meet the requirements of 42 

U.S.C. Section 7661d(b)(2) and must 

be filed with the Administrator of the 

EPA at: U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency, Office of the Administrator, 1200 

Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Mail Code: 

1101A, Washington, DC 20460. For more 

information regarding EPA review and 

objections, visit EPA’s Region 4 web site at 

https://www.epa.gov/caa-permitting/florida-

proposed-title-v-permits.

May 15, 2026

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF INTENDED DISPOSITION OF 
FOUND/ ABANDONED PROPERTY
The Apopka Police Department is intending 

to dispose of found/ abandoned property 

& currency currently being held in the 

property room.  Lawful owners who believe 

that the property belongs to them must 

appear at the Apopka Police Department, 

112 E. 6th Street by May 29th.  Contact 

may be made between the hours of 9am 

and 5pm, Monday through Friday to claim 

ownership.  After May 29th, the Apopka 

Police Department will retain the items for 

its own use, donate the property to charity, 

give the property to the finder, or auction off 

the property. 

Property and Evidence Unit

407-703-1669

May 15, 22, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
BARTLETT TOWING, INC gives notice that 

on 06/05/2026 at 08:30 AM the following 

vehicle(s) may be sold by public sale at 

2252 APOPKA BLVD, STE B, APOPKA, 

FL 32703 to satisfy the lien for the amount 

owed on each vehicle for any recovery, 

towing, or storage services charges and 

administrative fees allowed pursuant to 

Florida statute 713.78.

2022 CHEV
1GCGTBEN2N1120616
Publish: The Apopka Chief 
May 15, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
BARTLETT TOWING, INC gives notice that 

on 06/08/2026 at 08:30 AM the following 

vehicle(s) may be sold by public sale at 

2252 APOPKA BLVD, STE B, APOPKA, 

FL 32703 to satisfy the lien for the amount 

owed on each vehicle for any recovery, 

towing, or storage services charges and 

administrative fees allowed pursuant to 

Florida statute 713.78.

2011 HYUN
5NPEB4AC7BH122215
Publish: The Apopka Chief 
May 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2025-CA-007518-O
DIV NO.: 36
MARRIOTT RESORTS HOSPITALITY 
CORPORATION, a South Carolina 
Corporation, Management Agent 
on behalf of CYPRESS HARBOUR 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC., a 
Florida not for profit corporation, and All 
Owners as Agent,
Plaintiff,
vs.
PAUL J. CROWTHER, et al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF SALE 
AS TO COUNT VIII
TO: HORACIO FRIAS
SANTIAGO 421

SAN JERONIMO LIDICE,

MEXICO CITY, MEXICO

GEORGINA LEON DE FRIAS
SANTIAGO 421

SAN JERONIMO LIDICE,

MEXICO CITY, MEXICO

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 

to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure 

entered on May 4, 2026, in the cause 

pending in the Circuit Court, in and for 

Orange County, Florida, Civil Case No. 

2025-CA-007518-O, the Office of Tiffany 

Moore Russell, Orange County Clerk of 

Court will sell the property situated in said 

County described as:

COUNT VIII
Unit Week 24 in Unit 7046, in CYPRESS 

HARBOUR CONDOMINIUM, according to 

the Declaration of Condominium thereof, as 

recorded in Official Records Book 4263 at 

Page 0404 in the Public Records of Orange 

County, Florida, and any amendments 

thereof.

at Public sale to the highest and best 

bidder for cash starting at the hour of 11:00 

a.m. on the 10th of June, 2026 online at 

www.myorangeclerk.realforeclose.com. 

Any person claiming an interest in the 

surplus from the sale, if any, other than 

the property owner as of the date of the lis 

pendens must file a claim within 60 days 

after the sale. Submitted for publication to 

The Apopka Chief on May 6, 2026.

DATED May 6, 2026.

/s/ EDWARD M. FITZGERALD

EDWARD M. FITZGERALD 

FLORIDA BAR NO 0010391

 HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP

If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order to 

participate in this proceeding, you are 

entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact 

ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 

Orange County, Courthouse, at 425 North 

Orange Avenue, Suite #510, Orlando, 

Florida 32801; Telephone (407) 836-2303, 

at least 7 days before your scheduled 

court appearance, or immediately upon 

receiving this notification if the time before 

the scheduled appearance is less than 7 

days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, 

call 711.

OUR FILE #110522.1704

MRHC #ORANGE

May 15, 22, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2026-CA-003867
DIVISION 40 IN 
RE: FORFEITURE OF $4,010.00 U.S.
CURRENCY
NOTICE OF FORFEITURE
To Darren Jones, and all persons who 

claim an interest in a $4,010.00 U.S. 

CURRENCY seized on or about 2/24/2026 

at or about 1203 38th St., Orlando, FL, 

Orange Co., FL. Said property is in the 

custody of the City of Orlando Police Dept. 

Any owner, entity, bonafide lienholder, 

or person in possession of the property 

when seized has the right to request 

an adversarial preliminary hearing for a 

probable cause determination from the 

circuit court within 15 days after initial 

receipt of notice by sending a written 

request to undersigned counsel by certified 

mail, return receipt requested. A petition 

for forfeiture has been or will be filed in the 

above-styled court.

/s/ Shannon Hesse

Shannon Gridley Hesse

Police Legal Advisor

Orlando Police Department

1250 W. South Street

Orlando, Florida 32805

(407) 246-2464

Fla. Bar No. 528633

shannon.hesse@orlando.gov

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY,
FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2026-CA-001868-O
DIV NO.: 37
MARRIOTT OWNERSHIP
RESORTS, INC.
Plaintiff,
vs.
BRUNO JOSE MARES et. al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION 
BY PUBLICATION AS TO
COUNT IX
TO THE FOLLOWING DEFENDANT 

WHOSE RESIDENCE IS UNKNOWN:

TO: CHARLENE MORGANTI
26514 PIN OAK DR

MAGNOLIA, TX 77354

and
JANICE FRANKUM
26514 PIN OAK DR

MAGNOLIA, TX 77354

The above named Defendants are not 

known to be dead or alive and, if dead, 

the unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, 

grantees, assignees, lienors, creditors, 

trustees, or other claimants, by, through 

under or against said Defendant and all 

parties having or claiming to have any right, 

title or interest in the property described 

below.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED of the 

institution of the above-styled foreclosure 

proceedings by the Plaintiff, MARRIOTT 

OWNERSHIP RESORTS, INC., upon 

the filing of a complaint to foreclose a 

mortgage and for other relief relative to the 

following described property:

COUNT IX
4 Interests (numbered for administrative 

purposes: W70334 & W70335 & W70336 

& W70337) in the MVC Trust (“Trust”) 

evidenced for administrative, assessment 

and ownership purposes by 1000 Points 

(250 Points for each Interest), which 

Trust was created pursuant to and 

further described in that certain MVC 

Trust Agreement dated March 11, 2010, 

executed by and among First American 

Trust, FSB, a federal savings bank, solely 

as trustee of Land Trust No. 1082-0300-

00, (a.k.a MVC Trust), Marriott Ownership 

Resorts, Inc., a Delaware corporation, 

and MVC Trust Owners Association, Inc., 

a Florida corporation not-for-profit, as 

such agreement may be amended and 

supplemented from time to time (“Trust 

Agreement”), a memorandum of which is 

recorded in Official Records Book 10015, 

page 4176, Public Records of Orange 

County, Florida (“Trust Memorandum”). 

The Interests shall have a Use Year 

Commencement Date of January 1, 

2019 (subject to Section 3.5 of the Trust 
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Agreement).

AND you are required to serve a 

copy of your written defenses, if any 

to the complaint, upon EDWARD M. 

FITZGERALD, ESQUIRE, Holland & Knight 

LLP, 200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 2600, 

Orlando, Florida 32801, attorneys for the 

Plaintiff, on or before thirty (30) days from 

the first day of publication herein and file 

the original with the Clerk of the above-

styled Court either before service on 

Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter, 

otherwise a default will be entered 

against you for the relief demanded in the 

complaint.

DATED on this 27 day of APRIL, 2026.

Tiffany Moore Russell,

Clerk of Courts

/s/ Joji Jacob

Deputy Clerk

Civil Division

425 N Orange Ave

Room 350 Orlando, FL 32801

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

CONFORMED COPY TO: 

EDWARD M. FITZGERALD 

HOLLAND & KNIGHT, LLP

200 S. Orange Avenue,

Suite 2600 

Orlando, Florida 32801

Ph. (407) 244-5198

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order to 

participate in this proceeding, you are 

entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact the 

ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 

Orange County Courthouse, 425 North 

Orange Avenue, Suite 510, Orlando, 

Florida, (407) 836-2303, at least 7 days 

before your scheduled court appearance, 

or immediately upon receiving this 

notification if the time before the scheduled 

appearance is less than 7 days; if you are 

hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

THIS DOCUMENT IS AN ATTEMPT 

TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 

INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 

USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

HK#126435.9595

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2025-CA-011260-O
WOODLAND LAKES
PROFESSIONAL CENTER
CONDOMINIUN ASSOCIATION,INC.,
Plaintiff,
v.
MDK HOLDINGS, LLC,
Defendant.
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, pursuant 

to the Court’s Amended Final Judgment 

dated May 4, 2026, the Clerk of the Circuit 

Court will offer for sale to the highest and 

best bidder or bidders, for cash, at 11:00 

am on June 11, 2026, via the Orange 

County Clerk of Courts Online Sales portal: 

https://orange.realforeclose.com on the 

real property and improvements legally 

described as:

UNIT NO. 4, WOODLAND LAKES 
PROFESSIONAL CENTER 
CONDOMINIUM, A CONDOMINIUM, 

ACCORDING TO THE DECLARATION 

OF CONDOMINIUM THEREOF, AS 

RECORDED IN OFFICIAL RECORDS 

BOOK 8434, PAGE 4592, AND ANY 

AMENDMENTS THERETO, PUBLIC 

RECORDS OF ORANGE COUNTY, 

FLORIDA; TOGETHER WITH AN 

UNDIVIDED INTEREST IN THE COMMON 

ELEMENTS AS SET FORTH IN THE 

DECLARATION AS AMENDED

PROPERTY ADDRESS
10843 Dylan Loren Circle, Unit 4,  

Orlando, FL 32825

IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING A 

RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING AFTER 

THE SALE, YOU MUST FILE A CLAIM 

WITH THE CLERK NO LATER THAN 

SIXTY (60) DAYS AFTER THE SALE. IF 

YOU FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, YOU WILL 

NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY REMAINING 

FUNDS, AFTER SIXTY (60) DAYS ONLY 

THE OWNER OF RECORD AS OF THE 

DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MAY CLAIM 

THE SURPLUS.

Dated this 6th day of May, 2026.

By: /s/ Todd M. Hoepker

TODD M. HOEPKER, P.A.
Florida Bar No.: 507611

Post Office Box 3311

Orlando, Florida 32802-3311

Telephone: (407) 426-2060

Facsimile: (407) 426-2066

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

REQUESTS FOR
ACCOMMODATIONS BY
PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES
If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order to 

participate in this proceeding, you are 

entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact the 

ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 

Orange County Courthouse, 425 N. 

Orange Ave., Suite 510, Orlando, FL 

32801, (407) 836-2303, at least 7 days 

before your scheduled court appearance, 

or immediately upon receiving this 

notification if the time before the scheduled 

appearance is less than days; if you are 

hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

May 15, 22, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2026-CA-003372
DIVISION 34
IN RE: FORFEITURE OF
2015 KIA SOUL 
VIN # KNDJN2A2XF7218559
NOTICE OF FORFEITURE
To Auther L. Holley, Jr., and all persons 

who claim an interest in a 2015 Kia Soul 

VIN # KNDJN2A2XF7218559 seized 

on or about 2/19/2026 at or about W. 

Colonial Dr. & Pine Hills Rd., Orlando, FL, 

Orlando, Orange Co., FL. Said property 

is in the custody of the City of Orlando 

Police Dept. Any owner, entity, bonafide 

lienholder, or person in possession of 

the property when seized has the right to 

request an adversarial preliminary hearing 

for a probable cause determination from 

the circuit court within 15 days after initial 

receipt of notice by sending a written 

request to undersigned counsel by certified 

mail, return receipt requested. A petition 

for forfeiture has been or will be filed in the 

above-styled court.

/s/Shannon Hesse

Shannon Gridley Hesse

Police Legal Advisor

Orlando Police Department

1250 W. South Street

Orlando, Florida 32805

(407) 246-2464

Fla. Bar No. 528633

shannon.hesse@orlando.gov

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NUMBER: 2026-CA-004986-O
DIVISION NUMBER: 39
IN RE: FORFEITURE OF $2,653.00 IN 
U.S. CURRENCY
NOTICE OF FORFEITURE COMPLAINT
TO: ALTON ALLEN JR.
5238 N. ORANGE

BLOSSOM TL.

ORLANDO, FL 32810

and all others who claim an interest in 

$2,653.00 IN U.S. CURRENCY, which was 

seized on or about the 22nd day March 

2026, at or near 5181 Cinderlane Pkwy., 

Orange County, Florida. Said property is 

in the custody of the Sheriff of Orange 

County. A Complaint for forfeiture has been 

filed in the above-styled Court.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that this Notice 

is being served pursuant to the notice 

provisions of Florida Statutes 932.701-707, 

this 8th day of May 2026.

/s/ Jose C. Campa

Jose C. Campa

Assistant General Counsel

Florida Bar No 105781

Orange County

Sheriff’s Office

Legal Services

P.O. Box 1440

Orlando, FL 32802

(407) 254-7170

jose.campa@ocsofl.com

May 15, 22, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NUMBER: 2026-CA-004583-O
DIVISION NUMBER: 36
IN RE: FORFEITURE OF $12,660.00 IN 
U.S. CURRENCY
NOTICE OF FORFEITURE
COMPLAINT
TO: DOMINIQUE UPSHAW
4500 AMERICA ST

ORLANDO, FL 32811

and all others who claim an interest in 

$12,660.00 IN U.S. CURRENCY, which 

was seized on or about the 13th day March 

2026, at or near 4500 America St., Orange 

County, Florida. Said property is in the 

custody of the Sheriff of Orange County. 

A Complaint for forfeiture has been filed in 

the above-styled Court.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that this Notice 

is being served pursuant to the notice 

provisions of Florida Statutes 932.701-707, 

this 29th day of April 2026.

/s/ Jose C. Campa

Jose C. Campa

Assistant General Counsel

Florida Bar No 105781

Orange County

Sheriff’s Office

Legal Services

P.O. Box 1440

Orlando, FL 32802

(407) 254-7170

jose.campa@ocsofl.com

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2026-CA-001868-O
DIV NO.: 37

MARRIOTT OWNERSHIP
RESORTS, INC.
Plaintiff,
vs.
BRUNO JOSE MARES et. al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION BY
PUBLICATION AS TO
COUNT XI
TO THE FOLLOWING DEFENDANT 

WHOSE RESIDENCE IS UNKNOWN:

TO: ROBERT DARRYL CRABTREE
5303 COUNTY

HIGHWAY 29

HAMILTON, AL 35570

The above named Defendant is not 

known to be dead or alive and, if dead, 

the unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, 

grantees, assignees, lienors, creditors, 

trustees, or other claimants, by, through 

under or against said Defendant and all 

parties having or claiming to have any right, 

title or interest in the property described 

below.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED of the 

institution of the above-styled foreclosure 

proceedings by the Plaintiff, MARRIOTT 

OWNERSHIP RESORTS, INC., upon 

the filing of a complaint to foreclose a 

mortgage and for other relief relative to the 

following described property:

COUNT XI
8 Interests (numbered for administrative 

purposes: W05023 & W05024 & W05025 

& W05026 & W05027 & W05028 & 

W05029 & W05030) in the MVC Trust 

(“Trust”) evidenced for administrative, 

assessment and ownership purposes by 

2000 Points (250 Points for each Interest), 

which Trust was created pursuant to and 

further described in that certain MVC 

Trust Agreement dated March 11, 2010, 

executed by and among First American 

Trust, FSB, a federal savings bank, solely 

as trustee of Land Trust No. 1082-0300-

00, (a.k.a MVC Trust), Marriott Ownership 

Resorts, Inc., a Delaware corporation, 

and MVC Trust Owners Association, Inc., 

a Florida corporation not-for-profit, as 

such agreement may be amended and 

supplemented from time to time (“Trust 

Agreement”), a memorandum of which is 

recorded in Official Records Book 10015, 

page 4176, Public Records of Orange 

County, Florida (“Trust Memorandum”). 

The Interests shall have a Use Year 

Commencement Date of January 1, 

2019 (subject to Section 3.5 of the Trust 

Agreement).

AND you are required to serve a 

copy of your written defenses, if any 

to the complaint, upon EDWARD M. 

FITZGERALD, ESQUIRE, Holland & Knight 

LLP, 200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 2600, 

Orlando, Florida 32801, attorneys for the 

Plaintiff, on or before thirty (30) days from 

the first day of publication herein and file 

the original with the Clerk of the above-

styled Court either before service on 

Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter, 

otherwise a default will be entered 

against you for the relief demanded in the 

complaint.

DATED on this 27 day of APRIL, 2026.

Tiffany Moore Russell,

Clerk of Courts

/s/ Joji Jacob

Deputy Clerk

Civil Division

425 N Orange Ave

Room 350

Orlando, FL 32801

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

CONFORMED COPY TO: 

EDWARD M. FITZGERALD

HOLLAND & KNIGHT, LLP

200 S. Orange Avenue,

Suite 2600

Orlando, Florida 32801

Ph. (407) 244-5198

ATTORNEYS FOR

PLAINTIFF

If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order to 

participate in this proceeding, you are 

entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact the 

ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 

Orange County Courthouse, 425 North 

Orange Avenue, Suite 510, Orlando, 

Florida, (407) 836-2303, at least 7 days 

before your scheduled court appearance, 

or immediately upon receiving this 

notification if the time before the scheduled 

appearance is less than 7 days; if you are 

hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

THIS DOCUMENT IS AN ATTEMPT 

TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 

INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 

USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

HK#126435.7336

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2026-CA-002759
DIVISION: 36
IN RE: FORFEITURE OF $6,160.00 
U.S.CURRENCY

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: DEMETRIUS K. FRANCION
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 

pursuant to the Florida Contraband 

Forfeiture Act has been filed by the Orlando 

Police Department on the following 

property in Orange County, FL: $6,160.00 

U.S. Currency, seized on or about 

01/30/2026 at or near 1505 S. Semoran 

Blvd., Orlando, FL, Orange County. You 

are required to serve a copy of your written 

defenses, if any, to Senior Orlando Police 

Legal Advisor Shannon Gridley Hesse, 

Petitioner’s attorney, 1250 W. South 

Street, Orlando, FL 32805, on or before 

30 days from the first date of publication, 

and file the original with the Clerk of this 

Court either before service on Petitioner’s 

attorney or immediately thereafter; 

otherwise, a default will be entered against 

you for the relief demanded in the Petition 

for Final Judgment of Forfeiture.

DATED this 23 day of

APRIL 2026.

TIFFANY MOORE RUSSELL

Clerk of the Court

BY: Rosa Avilés

Deputy Clerk

Civil Division

425 N. Orange Avenue

Room 350

Orlando, Florida 32801

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

May 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2026-CA-001868-O
DIV NO.: 37
MARRIOTT OWNERSHIP
RESORTS, INC.
Plaintiff,
vs.
BRUNO JOSE MARES et. al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION
BY PUBLICATION AS TO
COUNT V
TO THE FOLLOWING DEFENDANT 

WHOSE RESIDENCE IS UNKNOWN:

TO: TAMATHA ANN PATTERSON
3122 NORTH KALMBACH

LAKE DR

WASILLA, AK 99623

The above named Defendant is not 

known to be dead or alive and, if dead, 

the unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, 

grantees, assignees, lienors, creditors, 

trustees, or other claimants, by, through 

under or against said Defendant and all 

parties having or claiming to have any right, 

title or interest in the property described 

below.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED of the 

institution of the above-styled foreclosure 

proceedings by the Plaintiff, MARRIOTT 

OWNERSHIP RESORTS, INC., upon 

the filing of a complaint to foreclose a 

mortgage and for other relief relative to the 

following described property:

COUNT V
8 Interests (numbered for administrative 

purposes: 590107 & 590108 & 590109 & 

S21414 & S21415 & T49116 & T49117 

& T49118) in the MVC Trust (“Trust”) 

evidenced for administrative, assessment 

and ownership purposes by 2000 Points 

(250 Points for each Interest), which 

Trust was created pursuant to and 

further described in that certain MVC 

Trust Agreement dated March 11, 2010, 

executed by and among First American 

Trust, FSB, a federal savings bank, solely 

as trustee of Land Trust No. 1082-0300-

00, (a.k.a MVC Trust), Marriott Ownership 

Resorts, Inc., a Delaware corporation, 

and MVC Trust Owners Association, Inc., 

a Florida corporation not-for- profit, as 

such agreement may be amended and 

supplemented from time to time (“Trust 

Agreement”), a memorandum of which is 

recorded in Official Records Book 10015, 

page 4176, Public Records of Orange 

County, Florida (“Trust Memorandum”). 

The Interests shall have a Use Year 

Commencement Date of January 1, 

2025 (subject to Section 3.5 of the Trust 

Agreement).

AND you are required to serve a 

copy of your written defenses, if any 

to the complaint, upon EDWARD M. 

FITZGERALD, ESQUIRE, Holland & Knight 

LLP, 200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 2600, 

Orlando, Florida 32801, attorneys for the 

Plaintiff, on or before thirty (30) days from 

the first day of publication herein and file 

the original with the Clerk of the above-

styled Court either before service on 

Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter, 

otherwise a default will be entered 

against you for the relief demanded in the 

complaint.

DATED on this 27 day of

APRIL, 2026.

Tiffany Moore Russell,

Clerk of Courts

/s/ Joji Jacob

Deputy Clerk

Civil Division

425 N Orange Ave

Room 350

Orlando, FL 32801

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

CONFORMED COPY TO:

EDWARD M. FITZGERALD 

HOLLAND & KNIGHT, LLP 

200 S. Orange Avenue,

Suite 2600 

Orlando, Florida 32801

Ph. (407) 244-5198

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order to 

participate in this proceeding, you are 

entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact the 

ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 

Orange County Courthouse, 425 North 

Orange Avenue, Suite 510, Orlando, 

Florida, (407) 836-2303, at least 7 days 

before your scheduled court appearance, 

or immediately upon receiving this 

notification if the time before the scheduled 

appearance is less than 7 days; if you are 

hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

THIS DOCUMENT IS AN ATTEMPT 

TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 

INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 

USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

HK#126435.9581

May 8, 15, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE 

FOLLOWING TENANTS WILL BE SOLD 

FOR CASH TO SATISFY RENTAL LIENS 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH FLORIDA 

STATUTES, SELF STORAGE FACILITY 

ACT, SECTIONS 83.806 AND 83.807. 

CONTENTS MAY INCLUDE TOOLS, 

FURNITURE, BEDDING, KITCHEN, TOYS, 

GAMES, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, PACKED 

CARTONS, CARS, TRUCKS, ETC. THERE 

IS NO TITLE FOR VEHICLES SOLD AT 

LIEN SALE. OWNERS RESERVE THE 

RIGHT TO BID ON UNITS. LIEN SALE TO 

BE HELD ONLINE, ENDING TUESDAY, 

June 2, 2026. VIEWING AND BIDDING 

WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE ONLINE AT 

WWW.STORAGETREASURES.COM 

BEGINNING AT LEAST 5 DAYS PRIOR TO 

THE SCHEDULED SALE DATE AND TIME.

PERSONAL MINI
STORAGE APOPKA,
1365 E Semoran Blvd.,

Apopka, FL 32703,

10:00 AM:

523-Rachel Moore,

1204-Beatriz Espinosa;

1541-Stephanie Grant;

1547-Abram Martinez;

2207-Adam Estrada,

Ginni Marie Estrada,

2000 YACH boat trailer

VIN: 4H1001911Y0269616,

2000 LWC boat
VIN: OMCS7171J900.

May 15, 22, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2026-CA-001868-O
DIV NO.: 37
MARRIOTT OWNERSHIP
RESORTS, INC.
Plaintiff,
vs.
BRUNO JOSE MARES et. al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION
BY PUBLICATION AS TO
COUNT I
TO THE FOLLOWING DEFENDANT 

WHOSE RESIDENCE IS UNKNOWN:

TO: BRUNO JOSE MARES
6792 US HIGHWAY 271 N.

POWDERLY, TX 75473

and

BRUNO JOSE MARES
1204 12th ST. SE UNIT 101

PARIS, TX 75460

The above named Defendant is not 

known to be dead or alive and, if dead, 

the unknown spouses, heirs, devisees, 

grantees, assignees, lienors, creditors, 

trustees, or other claimants, by, through 

under or against said Defendant and all 

parties having or claiming to have any right, 

title or interest in the property described 

below.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED of the 

institution of the above-styled foreclosure 

proceedings by the Plaintiff, MARRIOTT 

OWNERSHIP RESORTS, INC., upon 

the filing of a complaint to foreclose a 

mortgage and for other relief relative to the 

following described property:

COUNT I
4 Interests (numbered for administrative 

purposes: DX0014 & DX0015 & DX0016 

& DX0017) in the MVC Trust (“Trust”) 

evidenced for administrative, assessment 

and ownership purposes by 1000 Points 

(250 Points for each Interest), which 

Trust was created pursuant to and 

further described in that certain MVC 

Trust Agreement dated March 11, 2010, 

executed by and among First American 

Trust, FSB, a federal savings bank, solely 

as trustee of Land Trust No. 1082-0300-

00, (a.k.a MVC Trust), Marriott Ownership 

Resorts, Inc., a Delaware corporation, 

and MVC Trust Owners Association, Inc., 

a Florida corporation not-for-profit, as 

such agreement may be amended and 

supplemented from time to time (“Trust 

Agreement”), a memorandum of which is 

recorded in Official Records Book 10015, 

page 4176, Public Records of Orange 

County, Florida (“Trust Memorandum”). 

The Interests shall have a Use Year 

Commencement Date of January 1, 

2023 (subject to Section 3.5 of the Trust 

Agreement).

AND you are required to serve a 

copy of your written defenses, if any 

to the complaint, upon EDWARD M. 

FITZGERALD, ESQUIRE, Holland & Knight 

LLP, 200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 2600, 

Orlando, Florida 32801, attorneys for the 

Plaintiff, on or before thirty (30) days from 

the first day of publication herein and file 

the original with the Clerk of the above-

styled Court either before service on 

Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter, 

otherwise a default will be entered 

against you for the relief demanded in the 

complaint.

DATED on this 27 day of APRIL, 2026.

Tiffany Moore Russell,

Clerk of Courts

/s/ Joji Jacob

Deputy Clerk

Civil Division

425 N Orange Ave

Room 350

Orlando, FL 32801

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

CONFORMED COPY TO: 

EDWARD M. FITZGERALD 

HOLLAND & KNIGHT, LLP 

200 S. Orange Avenue,

Suite 2600

Orlando, Florida 32801

Ph. (407) 244-5198

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order to 

participate in this proceeding, you are 

entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact the 

ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 

Orange County Courthouse, 425 North 

Orange Avenue, Suite 510, Orlando, 

Florida, (407) 836-2303, at least 7 days 

before your scheduled court appearance, 

or immediately upon receiving this 

notification if the time before the scheduled 

appearance is less than 7 days; if you are 

hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

THIS DOCUMENT IS AN ATTEMPT 

TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 

INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE 

USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

HK#126435.9546

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE 
NITH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 2024-CC-020739-O
ARBORS AT MEADOW WOODS
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., a 
Florida not-for-profit corporation,
Plaintiff,
vs.
EDWARD LAMA, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to 

an Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated 

the 27th day of April, 2026 and entered 

in CASE NO.: 2024-CC-020739-O, of the 

County Court in and for Orange County, 

Florida, wherein Arbors at Meadow 

Woods Homeowners Association, Inc., 

is Plaintiff, and Edward Lama, Abigail 

Checo, Unknown Spouse of Abigail Checo 

and Secretary of Housing and Urban 

Development, I will sell to the highest and 

best bidder at https://www.myorangeclerk.

realforeclose.com/ at 11:00 A.M., on 

the 7th day of July, 2026, the following 

described property as set forth in said Final 

Judgment, to-wit:

Lot 27, Arbors at Meadow Woods, 
according to the plat thereof, as 
recorded in Plat Book 95, Page(s) 19 
through 23, of the Public Records of 
Orange County, Florida.
This property is located at the street 

address of: 1507 Astoria Arbor Lane, 
Orlando, FL 32824
Any person claiming an interest in the 

surplus funds from the foreclosure sale, 

if any, other than the property owner as 

of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a 

claim within sixty (60) days after the sale.

Dated this 30 day of April, 2026.

Shipwash Law Firm, P.A.

225 S. Swoope Avenue,

Suite 110

Maitland, FL 32751

Phone: (407) 274-9913

Telefax: (407) 386-7074

BY: Tennille M. Shipwash, Esq.

Florida Bar No.: 617431

Primary email address:

tshipwash@shipwashlegal.com

Secondary email address:

tsantiago@shipwashlegal.com

If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order 

to participate in a court proceeding or 

event, you are entitled, at no cost to you, 

to the provision of certain assistance. 

Please contact ADA Coordinator, Human 

Resources, Orange County Courthouse, 

425 N. Orange Avenue, Suite 510, Orlando, 

FL 32801, (407) 836-2303, Fax: (407) 

836-2204, at least seven (7) days before 

your scheduled court appearance, or 

immediately if you receive less than a 

seven (7) day notice to appear. If you are 

hearing or voice impaired, call 711 to reach 

the Telecommunications Relay Service.

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2025-CA-007518-O
DIV NO.: 36
MARRIOTT RESORTS HOSPITALITY 
CORPORATION, a South Carolina 
Corporation, Management Agent 
on behalf of CYPRESS HARBOUR 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC., a 
Florida not for profit corporation, and All 
Owners as Agent,
Plaintiff,
vs.
PAUL J. CROWTHER, et al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF SALE AS TO COUNT II
TO: ANITA HEER KLINEFELTER,
DECEASED, THE ESTATE OF ANITA 

HEER KLINEFELTER, DECEASED AND 

ANY UNKNOWN SPOUSES, HEIRS, 

DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 

LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES OR 

OTHER CLAIMANTS BY AND THROUGH, 

UNDER OR AGAINST, SAID DEFENDANT

12604 PENTENVILLE RD

SILVER SPRING,

MARYLAND 20904

EARL MELVIN KLINEFELTER,
DECEASED
12604 PENTENVILLE RD

SILVER SPRING,

MARYLAND 20904

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 

to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure 

entered on April 29, 2026 in the cause 

pending in the Circuit Court, in and for 

Orange County, Florida, Civil Case No. 

2025-CA-007518-O, the Office of Tiffany 

Moore Russell, Orange County Clerk of 

Court will sell the property situated in said 

County described as:

COUNT II
Unit Week 52 in Unit 5115, in CYPRESS 
HARBOUR CONDOMINIUM, according 
to the Declaration of Condominium 
thereof, as recorded in Official Records 
Book 4263 at Page 0404 in the Public 
Records of Orange County, Florida, and 
any amendments thereof.
at Public sale to the highest and best 

bidder for cash starting at the hour of 11:00 

a.m. on the 10th of June, 2026 online at 

www.myorangeclerk.realforeclose.com. 

Any person claiming an interest in the 

surplus from the sale, if any, other than 

the property owner as of the date of the lis 

pendens must file a claim within 60 days 

after the sale. Submitted for publication to 

The Apopka Chief on April 30, 2026.

DATED April 30, 2026.

/s/ EDWARD M.FITZGERALD

EDWARD M. FITZGERALD 

FLORIDA BAR NO 0010391 

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP

If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order to 

participate in this proceeding, you are 

entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact 

ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 

Orange County, Courthouse, at 425 North 

Orange Avenue, Suite #510, Orlando, 

Florida 32801; Telephone (407) 836-2303, 

at least 7 days before your scheduled 

court appearance, or immediately upon 

receiving this notification if the time before 

the scheduled appearance is less than 7 

days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, 

call 711.

OUR FILE #110522.1696

MRHC #ORANGE

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2026-CA-002271
DIVISION 39
IN RE: FORFEITURE OF 2019 JEEP 
GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO 

VIN #1C4PJMLX9KD421285
AMENDED NOTICE OF ACTION AND 
NOTICE OF FORFEITURE
To all persons who claim an interest in 

a 2019 Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo 

VIN # 1C4PJMLX9KD421285 seized on 

or about January 16, 2026, at or near 

5905 Caravan Ct., Orlando, Orange Co., 

FL., said property is in the custody of 

the Orlando Police Dept (OPD). The only 

person in actual or constructive possession 

of the vehicle lacks standing to contest this 

forfeiture and the prior registered owner 

of the vehicle disclaimed ownership and 

signed a disclaimer of ownership.

Any owner, entity, bonafide lienholder, 

or person in possession of the property 

when seized has the right to request 

an adversarial preliminary hearing for a 

probable cause determination from the 

circuit court within 15 days after initial 

receipt of notice by sending a written 

request to the undersigned counsel by 

certified mail, return receipt requested.

A civil action has been filed by OPD on 

said property in Orange County, FL and 

you are required to serve a copy of your 

written defenses, if any, to it on Shannon 

Hesse, Petitioner’s attorney, whose address 

is 1250 W. South St., Orlando, FL 32805, 

on or before 30 days from the first date of 

publication and file the original with the 

Clerk of this Court either before service 

on Petitioner’s attorney or immediately 

thereafter; otherwise a default will be 

entered against you for the relief demanded 

in the Petition for Final Judgment of 

Forfeiture.

04/22/2026

Tiffany Moore Russell,

Clerk of Courts

/s/Naline S. Bahadur

Deputy Clerk

Civil Division

425 N Orange Ave

Room 350

Orlando, FL 32801

May 1, 8, 15, 22, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
CASE NO. 2025-CA-007518-O
DIV NO.: 36
MARRIOTT RESORTS HOSPITALITY 
CORPORATION, a South Carolina 
Corporation, Management Agent 
on behalf of CYPRESS HARBOUR 
CONDOMINIUM ASSOCIATION, INC., a 
Florida not for profit corporation, and All 
Owners as Agent,
Plaintiff,
vs.
PAUL J. CROWTHER, et al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF SALE AS TO COUNT VI
TO: SHIRLEY M. WHITE-WALKER
132 HILLCREST AVE

PLAINFIELD,

NEW JERSEY 07062-1525

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant 

to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure 

entered on April 29, 2026, in the cause 

pending in the Circuit Court, in and for 

Orange County, Florida, Civil Case No. 

2025-CA-007518-O, the Office of Tiffany 

Moore Russell, Orange County Clerk of the 

Court will sell the property situated in said 

County described as:

COUNT VI
Unit Week 41 in Unit 6724, in CYPRESS 
HARBOUR CONDOMINIUM, according 
to the Declaration of Condominium 

thereof, as recorded in Official Records 
Book 4263 at Page 0404 in the Public 
Records of Orange County, Florida, and 
any amendments thereof.
at Public sale to the highest and best 

bidder for cash starting at the hour of 11:00 

a.m. on the 10th day of June, 2026 online 

at www.myorangeclerk.realforeclose.com. 

Any person claiming an interest in the 

surplus from the sale, if any, other than 

the property owner as of the date of the lis 

pendens must file a claim within 60 days 

after the sale. Submitted for publication to 

The Apopka Chief on April 30, 2026.

DATED April 30, 2026.

/s/ EDWARD M. FITZGERALD

EDWARD M. FITZGERALD 

FLORIDA BAR NO. 0010391

HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP

If you are a person with a disability who 

needs any accommodation in order to 

participate in this proceeding, you are 

entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision 

of certain assistance. Please contact 

ADA Coordinator, Human Resources, 

Orange County, Courthouse, at 425 North 

Orange Avenue, Suite #510, Orlando, 

Florida 32801; Telephone (407) 836-2303, 

at least 7 days before your scheduled 

court appearance, or immediately upon 

receiving this notification if the time before 

the scheduled appearance is less than 7 

days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, 

call 711.

OUR FILE #110522.1702

MRHC #ORANGE

May 8, 15, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 2025-DR-003321-O
Division: 29
Michelle Ann Bonnick,
Petitioner
and
Cleve Andrew Bonnick,
Respondent.
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR
DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
TO: Cleve Andrew
Bonnick 300 Treybrooke Cir Apt 2, 

Greenville, NC 27834.

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for 

dissolution of marriage has been filed 

against you and that you are required to 

serve a copy of your written defenses, if 

any, to it on Michelle Ann Bonnick, whose 

address is 7724 Crosswater Trail #6712 

Windermere, FL 34786, on or before 

04/30/26 and file the original with the clerk 

of this Court at 425 N Orange Ave, Orlando 

Fl 32821, before service on Petitioner or 

immediately thereafter. If you fall to do so, a 

default may be entered against you for the 

relief demanded in the petition.

Coples of all court documents in this case, 

including orders, are available at the Clerk 

of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review 

these documents upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit 

Court’s office notified of your current 

address. (You may file Designation of 

Current Malling and E-Mall Address, Florida 

Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 

12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will 

be malled or e-mailed to the addresses on 

record at the clerk’s office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family 

Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain 

automatic disclosure of documents and 

information. Failure to comply can result in 

sanctions, including dismissal or striking of 

pleadings.

Dated: 3-9-26

Tiffany M. Russel

Clerk of Court

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

By: Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

May 8, 15, 22, 29, 2026

NOTICE UNDER 
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO

SECTION 865.09

FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

undersigned, desiring to engage in 

business under the Fictitious Name of 

Communinate, with a mailing address 

of 424 E Central Blvd Ste 200, Orlando, 

FL 32801 and a principal office located 

in Orange County, intends to register the 

said name with the Florida Dept. of State, 

Division of Corporations, Tallahassee, 

Florida. Owner: GBS Housing, LLC

May 15, 2026

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO

SECTION 865.09

FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

undersigned, desiring to engage in 

business under the Fictitious Name of 

Syntaris Solutions Co., with a mailing 

address of 1317 Edgewater Dr.  Suite 

7888, Orlando, FL 32804 and a principal 

office located in Orange County, intends 

to register the said name with the Florida 

Dept. of State, Division of Corporations, 

Tallahassee, Florida. Owner: Rentara LLC.

May 15, 2026

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO

SECTION 865.09

FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

undersigned, desiring to engage in 

business under the Fictitious Name of 

Standara Advisory, with a mailing address 

of 3845 Blue Mountain Way, Apopka, FL 

32712 and a principal office located in 

Orange County, intends to register the 

said name with the Florida Dept. of State, 

Division of Corporations, Tallahassee, 

Florida. Owner: Standarda Advisory LLC

May 15, 2026

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO

SECTION 865.09

FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

undersigned, desiring to engage in 

business under the Fictitious Name of 

BRANCO CORP, with a mailing address 

of 9120 Via Bella Notte, Orlando, FL 32836 

and a principal office located in Orange 

County, intends to register the said name 

with the Florida Dept. of State, Division of 

Corporations, Tallahassee, Florida. Owner: 

BRANCO CONSULTING, LLC.

May 15, 2026

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO

SECTION 865.09

FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 

undersigned, desiring to engage in 

business under the Fictitious Name of

Restored Earth Therapy, with a mailing 

address of 3564 Avalon Park E Blvd Ste 1 

Z3066, Orlando FL 32828 and a principal 

office located in Orange County, intends 

to register the said name with the Florida 

Dept. of State, Division of Corporations, 

Tallahassee, Florida. Owner: Kristina F 

Ramos

May 15, 2026
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ADVERTISE 
YOUR 

GARAGE/YARD SALES IN 
“CLIP ‘n SAVE”
407-886-2777

CLASSIFIEDS Call 407-886-2777
Fax 407-889-4121

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: MONDAY 5 P.M.
classifieds@theapopkachief.com

First 15 words 
$12, each 

additional word 
$.50 each. 

Pique Thei r  

I n t er est !
Advertise in this 

space!
 Use our 

online forms: 

or give us a call at

TheApopka 
Chief.com

407-886-2777
classifieds@

theapopkachief.comv

21. HEALTH AND 
NUTRITION

HEALTH CARE FOR En-
tire family: Pediatrics, 
Family, Internal, OB/GYN, 
Dental and Pharmacy. 
www.chcfl.org. Communi-
ty Health Centers through-
out Central Florida. 225 E 
7th Street, Apopka. 407-
905-8827.

JT 0501-0522 TFN 21
___________________________

61. LARGE APPLIANCES

NEW SERVICE CALL 
$59.99 plus repairs @
Apopka Appliance where 
we service: Apopka, Al-
tamonte Springs, Ocoee, 
Winter Garden, Mt. Dora 
and surrounding areas,  In 
home service on washers, 
dryers, stoves, refrig-
erators, & dishwashers 
installed. All help vacci-
nated for virus. Be Safe! 
Free haul away (no matter 
where you bought your ap-
pliance) Used appliances 
available. 407-886-2255 
or 407-497-7458

CC 0501-0522 APO 61____________________________

136. MOBILE HOMES.
RV’S FOR SALE

2BD/2BA VALENCIA 
Estates 55+. 557 Hawkins 
Cir., Apopka Newly 
remodeled with a nice 
layout. Close to bus line, 
$15,900 OBO. 407-808-
4499.

cc0501-0522 KEL 136L 
____________________
REDUCED: 1 BD COT-
TAGE for rent. 5226 Bra-
ford Rd. Apopka 32712. 
Black Tie Realty, Barbara 
DeLoach 321-229-5968 

CC 0501-0522 DEL 136
____________________

140. HOMES / 
DUPLEXES FOR RENT

DUPLEX FOR RENT: 
2BD/2 full baths; new 
carpet & new paint, utilities 
included. $1,950 monthly, 
$1,950 security. Call Larry 
407-947-6046

cc 0424-0515 CLA 140
___________________________

70. MERCHANDISE 
MISC.

TRAILER PARTS FOR 
sale. Largest stocking 
dealer in NW Orange 
County (Apopka). 407-
293-5788. www.surplus-
steel.com.

B 0501-0522 SUR 70___________________________

81. AUTOS FOR SALE

USED CARS. NEW CAR. 
Low upfront pricing. No 
dealer fees. 407-972-
1678. Mullinaxfordfl.com

JT  0515-0605 MUL 81___________________________

114. PROFESSIONAL

ROSE HEART LAWN 
Care & Tree Service, 
commercial & residential. 
407-435-1792 
jeromegrantsr@gmail.
com 

CC 0501-0522 GRA 81
____________________

S TAT E W I D E  C L A S -
S I F I E D  A D S  F O R 
WEEK OF: 05/11/2026-
05/17/2026

1. Home Improvement/
Service
PROTECT YOUR HOME 
from pests safely and af-
fordably. Roaches, Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, 
Spiders and other pests. 
Locally owned and af-
fordable.
Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 1-833-542-1732 
Have zip code of property 
ready when calling!

2. Miscellaneous
Donate your vehicle to 
help fi nd missing children 
and prevent abduction. 
Fast free pickup, running 
or not, 24 hr response. 
No emission test required, 
maximum tax deduction. 

Support Find the Children, 
call: 1-833-546-7050.

3. Medical
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy 
That Moves with You with 
Inogen Portable Oxygen 
Concentrators. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 1-833-
661-3729

4. Medical
Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er al ternat ive to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 
1-877-349-1243

5. Medical
STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premiums 
and out-of-pocket costs 
while getting the coverage 
you need! Call now for a 
competitive free quote. 

1-877-351-3442. Plus... 
Income based govern-
ment subsidies are avail-
able for those that qualify!

6. Home Improvement/
Service
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 
months! Lifetime warranty 
& professional installs. Se-
nior & Military Discounts 
available.
Call: 1-833-754-2465

7. Wanted to Buy
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S  SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
i t l ing,  Omega,  Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster.  These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-0211

8. Wanted to Buy
We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6789

9. Wanted to Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS-IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy 
process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Call to-
day for your fair cash offer: 
1-321-603-3026

May 11, 2026

FLORIDA 
STATEWIDE

Place Your 
Classified Today:

And He said unto 
them, Go into all 
the world, and 

proclaim the gospel 
to the whole 

creation.Whoever 
believes and is 

baptized will be 
saved, but whoever 

does not believe 
will be condemned. 

Mark 16 v.15-16 

SERVICE DIRECTORY

$$$ Save Money vs. Replacement On:
Flat Roofs • Metal Roofs • Mobile Homes • Tile Roofs

• Rubber Roofs • Asphalt Roofs

Superior Durability & Energy Efficient 
Senior I Military Discounts
Residential • Commercial

407-455-2636

ROOF RESTORATION & COATINGS
ALLEGIANCE

15-Year Warranty

ROOFING         RESTORATION

IRR IGAT ION

MEMBERSHIP
PROGRAM
Visit - theapopkachief.com/become-a-member

ROOFING

40+ Years 
Experience

CCC1333038

Reroofs & 
Repairs

407-295-4944

GAS

P:  407 .656 .2734
F:  407 .877 .3893
www.LANGD.org

AUTO REPAIR

Central Florida’s Oldest &
Largest Transmission & 
Total Car Care Company

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300
alltransmissionworld.com

• Transmission 
• Clutches
• CV Axles 
• Foreign 

• Domestic
• Check Engine 
& Dashboard 

Warning Lights

A T W
ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

MEDICAL

Helping Employers and Employees Get 
Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: 
info@workplacescreening.com

LABORATORY 
TESTING

3 Drug Screening Nationally 
3 Covid Screens     
3 Titer Testing

3 New Transferrin Gold
TB Test

PACKING & SHIPPING

Shipping Services
Package Drop Off
Office Supplies
Pro Packing

407 220 0410
2246 E Semoran Blvd

Apopka, FL 32703

TREE SERVICE

James Maltby Owner
Licensed & Insured

All Your 
Outdoor 
Needs!

•Irrigation 
•Tree Removal 

•Tree Trimming 
• Grapple Truck Service

•Landscape Maintenance &
Installation 

321-689-5866

H A N D Y M A N

T 999-999-9999

F 999-999-9999

city01@storquest.com

Street Address

City, ST 99999

storquest.com

Name
Store Manager

RV & Boat Storage

Apopka01@storquest.com

2371 S. Orange Blossom Trail

Apopka, FL 32703

storquest.com

Shasha Cruz
Store Manager

T 321-467-9818

Gate Code: Your referral is our best compliment!

S E L F  S TO R A G E

A I R  C O N D I T I O N I N G

P R E S S U R E  WA S H I N G

AC Drain Line Flush System

Is your AC not working? It could possibly be due to 
the AC drain line being clogged and backed up. We 
have a solution to unclog the drain line and install a 
permanent solution.

•   Keeps your AC Drain Line clean and free of 
clogs, 99%
•   Prevents the dispatch of costly AC Technicians to 
clear a clogged drain line
•   Cost effective, easy to use 
•   Simple regular flushing keeps your AC drain line 
clear; no chemicals, no electrical wiring, 
environmentally safe
•  Can be installed on existing AC units, during a 
new installation or when replacing an AC unit

The AC Drain Flush System is $45.95, plus 
installation fee.

Valas Innovative Products, Inc.
www.valasip.com 
Ph. 321-978-8834
Email;vmalasjr @valasip.com

Larkin
Landscape
Irrigation
INSTALLATION

WITH INTEGRITY
Flood Prevention
     (French Well Drain)
Yard Clean-Up
Sprinkler Repair
Resodding * Pavers
Fill Dirt * Mulch
Tree Trimming
Pressure Wash
     (hot & cold)

Larkin45@yahoo.com
407-739-7334

Tell Them
You Saw It

In The
Classifieds

Special 3/4: 
Pay for 3 weeks 
get the 4th week 

free. 

130. REAL ESTATE

131. VACANT LAND

5 ACRE PLOT IN LAKE  
County (Pine Lakes Ford 
Rd area); 330 X 660, High 
& Dry, dirt road, has a deep 
well, power pole, $225K. 
Possible financing avail-
able. call 407-682-7898.
Leave message.

B 0403-0424 IRV 131
____________________

133. HOMES FOR 
SALE

BUYING, SELLING, 
Rentals or property man-
agement. We’re your 
friend in the business. 
Rogers & Rogers Realty. 
407-880-8888.

CC 0515-0605 ROG 133 ___________________________

142. ROOMS FOR 
RENT

SWEENEY’S  ROOMS 
Cleanest. Quietest. WIFI, 
Internet. Multiple locations. 
Call Dwayne 321-271-6773. 
sweeneysrooms4rent.com 

CC 0508-0529 JAC 142_____________________

ROOMS FOR RENT Zell-
wood area, weekly rentals.
407-435-1792 
jeromegrantsr@gmail.
com 

CC 0501-0522 GRA 142
____________________

#66 “CLIP ‘n SAVE” 
Friday - Sunday

ADVERTISE YOUR 
WEEKEND. Garage, 
Yard or Estate Sale REAL ESTATE SALES -

TURN IT INTO MONEY $$$
CONSIGNORS WANTED NOW!

Now Accepting Real Estate Consignments For Our 
2026 Multi-Property Auction 

Seeking: 
• FL, West Coast Area
• Commercial & Residential Properties
• NO Commission to Sellers
• We Pay Brokers!!
• Open to Private & Investor 

Properties

Consign at: (863) 644-6681 | auction@higgenbotham.com
www.higgenbotham.com

In 
Cooperation
With:

6824 OSWEGO DRIVE, MT. DORA, FRIDAY 
MAY 15 & Sunday May 17, 8-3pm, chairs, 
household items, new items, etc... 

CC 0515 JON
________________________________________


