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Dear Friends and Visitors,

Welcome to our 64th annual Apopka Art & Foliage Festival. The festival is
presented by the GFWC Apopka Woman’s Club in partnership with the city of
Apopka.

The festival is a two-day family friendly event. The setting is beautiful Kit
Land Nelson Park in the heart of Apopka. There is something for everyone at
the festival.

We have juried artists and crafters displaying their talents and offering their
wares for sale. Also, in the School Art tents you will be amazed at the talent the
local students have displayed.

In the Foliage area the specialists have a beautiful array of plants and spe-
cialty foliage for sale. We are spotlighting the milkweed plant this year. These
plants attract butterflies to your yard or garden. We are also giving away 200
bald cypress seedlings courtesy of Cherry Lake Nursery.

If you have a problem with any plants in your yard or garden, we have
knowledgeable Plant Doctors who can answer your questions. So, bring your
questions and stop by.

By the way, if you purchase plants and want to browse the entire festival, we
have a Plant Sitter Service. The ladies will watch your plants for a small fee, so
you can enjoy the rest of the festival.

In Concession Row you will find a wide variety of food from snacks to com-
plete meals for you to enjoy as you rest under the beautiful trees in the park.

Great news: the Crazy Hats are coming back this year! If you don’t know
what these are, the Woman’s Club ladies make hats from newspapers and other
papers and decorate them with flowers, ribbons and other fun things. We made
100 this year so come early for the best selection. They are very popular for
Mother’s Day and Kentucky Derby parties!

We have entertainment all weekend featuring local acts as well as talent
from our local schools. The police and fire departments will have vehicles on
display for the kids to explore. They can also make a craft courtesy of Home De-
pot in the Kid’s Zone near the playground.

Our thanks go to Mayor Bryan Nelson and the entire city staff who helped
us bring this festival to fruition. We couldn’t do it without you all!

While you are in the park, if you have any questions or need assistance, look
around for the “famous green shirt ladies.” We will be around everywhere, and
our mission is to help you have a wonderful time at our festival.

Joann Castillo, Chairman
2026 Apopka Art & Foliage Festival

Dear Friends and Visitors,

Alan Shepherd became the first American in space in 1961, and the
Artemis II mission recently captured nation’s imagination with its record-
setting flight 252,756 miles from earth. Much has changed in the interven-
ing 65 years, but one thing locally has remained present through it all: The
Apopka Art and Foliage Festival.

This event is one of the pride and joys of our community. Through
economic ups and downs, political changes, a global pandemic and explo-
sive growth, the Art and Foliage Festival rolls around every year, providing
consistency in a world where there often is none.

This would not be possible without the dedication of GFWC Apopka
Woman’s Club, which works so hard to put on this outstanding event every
year. The Apopka Chief extends its congratulations and gratitude to these
women for their labor of love. Our city is better for it.

Kit Land Nelson was a community activist who was heavily involved
in the Apopka Woman’s Club’s sponsorship of the festival, so it is fitting
that it takes place at the park named in her honor.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to the hard-working city staff who also
make this weekend possible. Apopka’s Parks and Recreation Department does
a great job of maintaining the park, we are thankful for the first responders
who will work the event. A festival such as this would not be possible with-
out the many responsibilities carried out by our police and fire departments.

The Apopka Chief is pleased to continue the tradition of publishing
this special section to celebrate the 64th annual Apopka Art and Foliage
Festival. We thank all the sponsors who made it possible and the Apopka
Woman’s Club for the content its members contributed.

We look forward to a wonderful event highlighting the best of Apopka.

Sincerely,
J.C. Derrick
Publisher, The Apopka Chief
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Apopka Woman'’s Club Crazy Hat tradition continues

. =7

The Crazy Hats have been a big attrac-
tion at past festivals. Some people buy them
to wear for Mother’s Day, Kentucky Der-
by Day or some people have collected them
and hung them in their homes.

For months the members of the Apop-
ka Woman’s Club collect newspapers, rib-
bons, flowers, and bows to make these pop-
ular hats. The newspapers are molded by
wrapping newspaper around a bowl, then
they cut, roll & staple the brims. They are
then ready to decorate!

The women have FUN decorating the
hats with ribbons, flowers and bows. It takes
20 to 30 minutes to make and decorate each
hat.

Stop by The Crazy Hat tent, say ‘Hi’,
check the hats out. They are only $3.00.

Remember all money from the sale of
the hats goes directly back to the commu-
nity in the form of scholarships and do-
nations to local non-profits and organiza-
tions.

Next to the Crazy Hats you will find In-
formation where you can pick up a copy of
the Apopka Chief’s special festival edition.
It contains information about the weekend’s

entertainment, food vendors, plant doctors, Courtesy of Apopka Woman'’s Club
foliage vendors, school art, artists and craft-  From ribbons to recycled newspapers, the Apopka Woman'’s Club turns creativity into crowd-favorite “Crazy Hats”
ers, Kids Zone, and so much more. that support local causes.

Thank you to The Apopka Woman's Club for their hard work hosting this year's Annual Apopka Art and Foliage Festival.

YPKA &

‘ Q Things to do in the City of Apopka

There really is so much to do and see in the City of Apopka. Come explore Apopka!

CAMP WEWA NATURAL SCENERY SATURDAY SOUNDS CONCERTS
RECREATION PROGRAMS COMMUNITY EVENTS APOPKA WILDLIFEDRIVE AND MORE!

120 East Main Street, Apopka, FL32703  407-703-1700  www.Apopka.gov/Events 0 X
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Dig into the Festival’s Plant Vendors and Local Farms
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PAISLEY PLANTS

Paisley Plants is bringing a wide
range of houseplants and outdoor plants
to the festival this year. They will also
have carnivorous plants, air plants and
bromeliads. Stop by to see us!

ECOFRUITS OF FLORIDA

A list of some of the items I will be
bringing to the foliage festival include
but are not limited to: mangos, avocados,
Barbados cherries, Soursop, Jaboticaba,
lemons, limes, oranges, finger limes and
other types of citrus trees. Also, figs,
blackberries, Surinam cherries, persim-
mon, guava, lychee, longan and many
other types of tropical fruit trees.

A&U FOLIAGE

A family-owned greenhouse here in
Apopka at 2120 Rogers Road. We grow
succulents, lifesaver cactus, Edith Colea,
Gigantica, plus several other types of
succulents. We also grow spider plants
in baskets as well as several other plants
in baskets and on trellises. We are open
to the public by appointment only. For
the festival this year we will have beau-
tiful blooming cactus, some indoor air-
quality plants and we will have outdoor
plants as well. We are very excited to re-
turn for our third year, please come by
and pay us a visit at the festival.

JIM’'S BONSAI

This is Jim’s Bonsai’s 24th year in
the festival. Have you ever heard of a
“Tree in a Pot”? Well, if you have heard
of a Bon Sai, you have heard of a “Tree
in a Pot” for that is the meaning of Bon
Sai. “Bon” means tray or pot in Japa-
nese. “Sai” means plant or tree.

Jim has been in the business of train-
ing and selling bonsai for many years.
He has a wide variety of trees from
“Ficus Too Little” to Chinese Elm and
many more. His trees range in age from
2 years to 40 years. These trees are easy

i

Courtesy of Agristart

The Apopka Woman’s Club will sell milkweed, this year’s spotlight plant, at the

Apopka Art and Foliage Festival.

to care for, give unconditional pleasure
to their owners and add aesthetic beauty
to their surroundings. In addition to these
trees Jim will also have Lucky Bamboo
and other accessories at this year’s fes-
tival.

JUST PLUMERIAS

Just Plumerias specializes in grow-
ing the plumeria. The plumeria is the
plant that produces the flowers that make
the leis in Hawaii. We have been grow-
ing the plumeria for 16 years and have
been a participant with Disney by ex-
hibiting at the Epcot Flower and Gar-
den Festival for almost a decade. We are
also a vendor at the Winter Park Farm-
ers Market.

We think the plumeria is one of the
most beautiful flowers in the world. We
consider the plumeria one of the most
perfect plants in the world because of the
following characteristics. The plumeria
looks fantastic and it blooms from April
through November. The flower does not
last that long, but the bloom pod contin-
uously keeps blooming for most of the
year. The plumeria smells like no other
plant in the world, and each color has
its own unique fragrance. Some plume-
rias smell sweet, while another color can

smell like jasmine, peaches or citrus.
The plumeria can be grown any-
where in the world since it can either be
a 20-foot tree if you live in the warmer
climates, or it makes a fantastic potted
plant for your patio deck, screen pool,
balcony or driveway.The plumeria only
grows to the size of the pot. In climates
where it freezes, you can either bring the
plumeria inside to keep it growing in the
winter, or you can put it in the closet or
basement and it will go into a dormant
state. Bring the plumeria out when it
warms up next spring, and it blooms big-
ger than the year before. The plumeria is
one of the most no-maintenance plants
in the world. It is drought tolerant and
can be grown in full sun or partial sun.

GREAT SCOTT FARMS

Great Scott Farms is a fourth-gener-
ation family farm just west of Zellwood.
In 1963, Frank D. Scott Jr. left his Vir-
ginia family farm with his wife, Becky,
and three small children to start his own
farm. He was encouraged by Billy Long,
a successful muck farmer in Zellwood,
who was also his childhood friend and
neighbor from the eastern shore of Vir-
ginia. Frank began by clearing 100 acres
of sandy land to grow vegetables and ex-
panded to 1,200 acres over the years.

Great Scott Farms is now run by

Frank’s son Hank (Frank III) with his
son Sonny (Frank IV) who handles all
the land prep prior to planting. Hank’s
daughter Haley Scott operates the Farm-
ers Market and Café, and sister Rebec-
ca Scott Tyndall manages the corn maze
and agri-tainment on the farm.

Pickle (Kirby) cucumbers are the
main crop at the farm. Each year, they
harvest 1,200 acres of cucumbers be-
tween the spring and fall seasons, along
with 90 acres of the world-famous
Scott’s Zellwood Sweet Corn. In the
cooler winter season, 450 acres of red,
green, and savoy cabbage are produced,
along with strawberries, collards, kale
and Florida sweet onions.

Great Scott is celebrating 60-plus
years of quality vegetable production,
and are proud of their history and the
many employees, vendors, customers
and ag groups that have supported them
over the years. They feel very blessed
and thankful for the resources of land
and water, and strive to be good stew-
ards of the land and water, protecting
them for the next generation. Great Scott
will have Zellwood sweet corn, cucum-
bers, onions and cookies at this year’s
festival.

SEMINOLE SPRINGS ANTIQUE
ROSE AND HERB FARM

Seminole Springs Herb Farm in-
Eustis is the joint endeavor of Traci
and Keith Anderson along with their
two sons, Kyle and Logan. Traci took
over the growing of herbs from a pre-
vious nursery, and the couple relocated
the farm to its present location in Eus-
tis in 1994. Their nursery has supplied
numerous nurseries, garden centers and
grocery stores with potted herb plants for
some 20 years now.

In 2004, they expanded the nurs-
ery from its original size to more than
20,000 square feet of covered greenhouse
devoted totally to a wide variety of herbs
from around the world. The new millen-
nium embraced the addition of antique
or old garden roses that complement the
herbs. As the predecessor of the modern
rose, antique roses are typically defined
by those roses that have been in produc-
tion prior to 1869. Of course, having sur-

See VENDORS Page 7
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AAFF ARTISTS AND CRAFTERS 2026

ARTIST

BUSINESS NAME

Allen,Hannah  (SPOTLIGHT ARTIST)

HMArtistry

Barthelemy, Berline

Create and Chill

Boddie, Sonya

Chocolits Designs

Bush, Anabelle

Anabelle Bush

Cameroon, Derrick

Collections of Africa

Cuciuc, Petru

Petru Cuciuc

Donoughe, Joe

Be The Hamster

Emmons, Kyla Kinky Earrings

Erskine, Dan Dan Erskine

Etkins, Davely Davely's Corner

Evans, David Southern Belle Wind Chimes
Fraser, Lucille Castle Green Art Studio
Griffith, Katherine Practically Pretty

Griggs, Jessica  (SPOTLIGHT ARTIST) |Beach Buckeye Design
Grimes, Sharon Body Art Fusion

Guilhem, Elizabeth

Bohemian Creations

Harding, Carolyn

Carolyn Harding Art

Heaton, Cissy CRH Artwork/Glass
Iglesias, Roger Ear Fashion by Roger
Jackson, Clifford Cliff Jackson

Jalsa, Annie and Henry

In the Beginning Jewelry

Jayadev, Shanthi

Shanthi Jayadev

Lake, Kate

Misty Morning Crafts

Langelier, Kristen My Urban Poncho
Latchkov, Evgeni. "Gene" Florida Fine Crafts
Levine, Tom Defiant Worm Books
Legzdina, Sanita Sanisilver

Masgai, Sarah Dog Bowl Bakery
Morehouse, Fontini Fused Gllass by Tina

Muschett, Evette

Seasonings by Rubee Creations

Nelson, Jeffrey

Hudson River Inlay

Nichols, Makaila

Carribean Moonshine Distillery

Ortiz, Celina

Recycled Beautifully

Riess, George

Barebottom Boyz

Richardson, Stephanie

Lily & Grace Studios, LLC

Scope, Yria Chacon

ABC Depot, Inc.

Soriano, Ricardo

Amazon Wonders Inc.

Steinbuchel, Ellen Sparkles

Story, Andrew Artisan 3d Labs
Sutphin, Dee Dee Did It

Tamvakis, Miya Simply Vintage by Miya
Tozzi, Ellen Birdbaths by Ellen

Weron, Elzbieta

E. W. ArtPhotography

Wisniewski, Lori

Once UponATime

Non-Profits

Orange County Supetrvisor of Elections

UF/IFAS Extension Orange County

VFW Post 10147

VFW Post 10147 Auxillary

£S
SERTOMA

VY

FOLIAGE SERTOMA CLUB
OF APOPKA, INC.

Thank you
Apopka Womans Club and
the Foliage Festival Committee

Scholarships and sponsorships you contribute to
our Community through the funds you raise at your
annual festival make a difference!

Donations each year from our legacy clubs have
kept many youth and social programs successful
for over 60 years!

FOLIAGE SERTOMA CLUB OF APOPKA {0 [m]
We are Sertomans, God help us to be
of Service to Mankind
Foliagesertoma.org

Gl

PHILLY & DELI

GRILL

IOkiginal
eeSesteaks



HISTORY OF APOPKA ART AND FOLIAGE FESTIVAL

A tradition shaped by art,
foliage and community

The Apopka Art and Foliage Fes-
tival reflects more than six decades of
community collaboration, evolving from
two separate events into one of Central
Florida’s most recognized celebrations
of art and horticulture.

Its roots trace back to 1961, when
the Apopka Woman’s Club, under then-
president Kit Land Nelson, hosted its
first art show at Apopka Memorial High
School. The show quickly became an an-
nual tradition, highlighting local and re-
gional artists and establishing a founda-
tion for what would become a larger cul-
tural event.

Just a few years later, in 1965, the
Apopka Jaycees launched the first foli-
age festival at the corner of Forest Av-
enue and Fourth Street. At a time when
Apopka’s greenhouse industry was gain-
ing national recognition, the event show-
cased the ornamental plants that earned

the city its reputation as the “Indoor Fo-
liage Capital of the World.” The foliage
festival drew increasing attention across
Central Florida, signaling the potential
for a larger, unified celebration.

That vision came to fruition in 1976,
when the art show and foliage festival
merged to form what is now known as
the Apopka Art and Foliage Festival.
Since then, the event has been held an-
nually at Kit Land Nelson Park, named
for the civic leader who helped spark its
earliest beginnings.

Over the years, the festival has grown
alongside the city itself, expanding from
its modest origins into a multi-day event
that blends juried fine art, handcrafted
goods and distinctive foliage displays. It
has also served as a platform to highlight
Apopka’s cultural identity and its long-
standing role in the national foliage in-
dustry.

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
o> StateFarm-

Shren Yeager
Agent

49 E 3rd St Ste A

Apopka, FL 32703-4245

Bus: 407-880-3167

www.theyeagerbomb.com

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
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The festival’s prominence has drawn
statewide and national attention. It
played a central role in Apopka’s 1982
Centennial Celebration and was later
featured in publications such as South-
ern Living magazine in 1984 and Florida
Living in 2003.

In 2000, the Library of Congress
designated the festival as part of its Na-
tional Local Legacy program, recogniz-
ing its cultural significance.

Milestones such as the city’s 120th
anniversary in 2002 have also been
celebrated through the festival, further
cementing its place in Apopka’s histo-
ry.

Today, the Apopka Art and Foliage
Festival stands as one of the region’s
most well-attended events, continuing
to showcase high-quality art and foliage
while honoring the community traditions
that brought it to life.

Plant
Sitters

Carrying big or nu-
merous plants can be
taxing when you’re try-
ing to see and experi-
ence things at the Apop-
ka Art and Foliage Fes-
tival. Stop by the Plant
Sitters Booth, a few
steps from the Foliage
area. We will care for
your plants while you
shop and eat, making
certain they are in good
hands.

You can also get
cold bottled water from
us while visiting our
booth. There is a small
charge, but ALL the
money collected goes
to charities or scholar-
ships to support our lo-
cal community.

Come on by, we’ll
be waiting with our
smiles to help.

Dawd Shelley»-
407-466 8311

FDACSFertilizer,License #: F00187.1

Ay sy AUTOMOTIVE, INC
The Air Conditioning Specialists

Enjoy the 64

Art & Foliage Festival

Fair @ Honest ® Dependable ® All Work Guaranteed

Serving customers since 1987

T & =

K3 Become a Fan on Facebook: J & K Automotive st Reg #MV05682
1012 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka ¢ 407-880-3530 ® www.JandK.mechanicnet.com
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vived and being shared for so long one can
easily deduce that they are easy to grow.
The famed fortuniana rootstock that plays
such an important part in rose production
today is in fact an old garden rose.

Traci, a native Floridian from San-
ford, is well-versed in the specifics of
growing plants in Florida’s unique sub-
tropical climate. Her knowledge stems
from hands-on experience, having grown
herbs commercially for more than 20
years in the state. A regular speaker for
garden clubs, churches, schools and the
University of Florida, Traci’s program
“Introduction to Herbs” covers the ins
and outs of growing herbs in our area.
Traci introduces attendees to a wide as-
sortment of culinary, medicinal and aro-
matic herbs and discusses their culture,
history and uses. Her program includes
planting, seasonal herbs, pests, diseases,
remedies, recipes and how to maintain
them organically.

In October 2012, Traci accepted a
position with the city of Tavares as its
landscape specialist. She still oversees
the general practices of the Herb Farm.
However, Kyle, the eldest of two sons,
has taken over the tasks in growing and
maintaining the farm along with a small
staff. Kyle has grown up with the farm as
a huge part of his daily life, and the An-
dersons are proud to see him as the am-
bassador for the Herb Farm at present.

The farm now offers many herbal
products such as dried herbs, teas, essen-
tial oils, and books in addition to the live
plants.

Seminole Springs Herb Farm has
been participating in the Apopka Art and
Foliage Festival consistently for over 30
years. The Anderson family specialists
will be happy to assist you with advice and
suggestions for your herb or rose garden.

The farm is open to the public
throughout the year Thursday through
Saturday from 10 am. to 4 p.m. The
farm is located a short drive from Apop-
ka in Eustis or available online at ros-
esandherbs.com. Stop by their booth
and let them turn you on to some un-
usual herbs or fragrant old garden ros-
es at this festival. She will be bringing
her multiple supply of herbs plants and
herbal sundries such as tea, potpourri,
soap and essential oils and sachets. We
will also have the Vicks plant that was so
popular last year plus two types of spin-
ach plants, Okinawa and Moroccan, that
are known to help your cholesterol. He’s
added tropical edibles like papaya, figs

and pineapples as well as coffee, tea and
vanilla to an assortment of tropical ferns.
John also produces a variety of carnivo-
rous plants, so he brings the different and
unusual to his buyers.

ORCHID NANNY

For the orchid novice or the avid or-
chid collector who wants to expand their
inventory, Orchid Nanny is a retail nurs-
ery that grows and sells a variety of or-
chids suitable for the beginner as well as
many unusual and hard-to-find ones for
the seasoned grower.

I, Priscilla, was bitten with the or-
chid bug many years ago. The nurs-
ery was established in 2005. We sell
at various plant and garden events, arts
and crafts fairs, orchid shows, and hold
speaking engagements where we also
sell orchids.

Hybrids, mericlones, species, hang-
ing, bare-root, mounted or in pots, full
grown orchids and seedlings, vandas,
bulbophyllum, cattleyas, dendrobiums,
bamboo orchids, jewel orchids, oncidi-
ums, epidendrums, encyclias. .. these are
some of the types that are in our nursery.
We try to make sure there is something
for everyone.

T&T BOTANICALS, LLC

T&T Botanicals, LLC is a wholesale
nursery grower in Apopka. Owners David
and Joan Trevino are lifelong residents of
Apopka and have been growing Tilland-
sia (air plants) and bromeliads for more
than 25 years. We specialize in air plants
and blooming bromeliads. Our unique
products range from tiny nursery-grown
air plants to large potted blooming bro-
meliads, driftwood arrangements, novelty
ceramics and terrariums. Air plants have
achieved a tremendous popularity over
the past few years due to their hardy na-
ture, curious shapes, colorful blooms and
their ability to grow and reproduce with-
out soil.

See VENDORS Page 14
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Child - Adult
Medical & Dental Care

Affordable Services with
Saturday & Evening Hours

Family Medicine Adult Dental
Pediatrics Pediatric Dental
OB/GYN Pharmacy
Behavioral Health Optometry

NEW SERVICE

community
health

=4
T

- 1 -

LK | K

Located in Apopka and throughout Central Florida

407-905-8827
Schedule Online at www.chcfl.org

Medicaid, Medicare, and Most Insurances Accepted.
A Sliding Discount Program is Available.
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2026 APOPKA ART AND FOLIAGE COMMITTEE

Courtesy of AAFF Committee
The 2026 Apopka Art and Foliage Festival committee is comprised of some members of the Apopka Woman’s Club: (First row, Left to Right) Sandy Bove, Katie Jairett,
Valerie Duffek, Joann Castillo (chairman), Geri Unrue, Carmen Lorah, Diane Harrison; (Back Rows, Left to Right) Pam Groseclose, Betty Ashton, Hilda King, Beverly
Winesburgh, Sharon Burrow, Bobbie Dougherty, Judy Coleman, Janice Dafeldecker, Shawne Baker; (Last row, Left to Right) Laura Beusse, Dena Morrow and Lorena Potter.

CACTUS & SUCCULENTS

Visit us at Florida Cactus, Inc.

We sell retail or wholesale & welcome visitors!

Serving the area for over 65 years. =~
~

(407) 886-1833 ~ Bringin ™

/ this ad for
2542 Peterson Rd, Apopka, FL 32703

Directions: Take U.S. 441 north from Apopka. At the I O
next light after Home Depot, turn left on Lake View Dr.
Then, at the stop sign, turn right on 437/0Orange Ave. ’ O

Then take the first left on King St. and follow our signs.

Hours: MON-THURS 7-4, FRI7-3 Bring your
FloridaCactus.com | camera!




Conservation

City of Apopka Environmental Dept

Educational material on water conser-
vation, residential grease management, and
stormwater.

Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission (FWC)
Wildlife Exhibit

Bear and other wildlife information

Orange Audubon Society

Outreach on the new Apopka Bird-
ing Park and Lake Apopka North
Shore birds and conservation issues

The Nature Conservancy
Promoting The City Nature Challenge
four-day global bioblitz

Zellwood Elementary (Sunday only)
Talking about being Everglades Cham-

and societies

pion Schools and educated on the Everglades

Wekiva Wild and Scenic River System
(Sunday only)

Information on the Wekiva River Na-
tional Scenic River and parts of the Wekiva
River Basin

Bike Walk Central Florida (Sunday
only)

Information on bike paths, safe cycling,
and may have helmets to fit and give away
for children

Wekiwa Springs State Park and
Wekiva Wilderness Trust (Sunday
only)

Information on the annual Wekiva Paint
Out and related events in the Wekiva River
Basin State Parks
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Food and concessions

Asian Grill and Rice: Chicken teriyaki on a stick, stir-fried
rice and noodles

Bear Bottom Boyz: Kettle corn

Greg’s Seafood: Fish, shrimp, gator, frog legs, calamari,
scallops and more

Grillmasters: BBQ Ribs, chicken, pork, baked beans,
greens, mac and cheese and more

The King’s Cup and Cone: Delicious dole whip and soft
serve ice cream with toppings

The King’s Nuts: Gourmet glazed nuts and a variety of teas,
coffee and hot cocoa

Linda’s Hotdogs: Plump and juicy hot dogs, chicken ten-
ders and fries

Outback Snack Shack: Gourmet pretzels, deep-fried Ore-
os, other snacks and drinks

Pipo’s Latin: Tequefios and Venezuelan-style empanadas

Sip Happens: Energy drinks and “dirty” sodas with assorted
add-ins and toppings

Snowie: Shaved ice

This year’s Kids Zone

We haven’t forgotten the kids
at the 64th Annual Apopka Art and
Foliage Festival. The Kids Zone is
located on Orange Avenue, near the
playground.

Our free craft project this year
is again sponsored by Home De-
pot. There will be a variety of kits
available for children to put togeth-
er with a little help. When com-
pleted the children will decorate
their project and take it home. And
don’t forget you get to wear and
keep a bright orange Home Depot
apron!

The Apopka Citizens Police
Academy Alumni Association
(CPA) will be doing children’s fin-

gerprinting. Stop by to have your
child fingerprinted...you will take
the fingerprint kit home with you
to store in a safe place. Hopeful-
ly you’ll never have to use it. The
CPA will also have brochures and
information on bike safety, drug
safety, and many other items. Stop
by and say hi!

Rounding out the Kids Zone
will be police cars, fire trucks and
other public safety vehicles for
you to explore. Climb on a fire-
truck, check out police cars, ask
fire fighters and police officers’
questions. Stop by and say “Hi”
to the firefighters and police of-
ficers.

« Transmission « Clutches

» CV Axles

« Foreign & Domestic

« Check Engine

& Onboard Warning Light

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B

Apopka, FL, 32703

407-880-9300

alltransmissionworld.com

£

“IF you're on a mission to fix your transmission call...”

AT W

ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

12939 W. Colonial Dr.,
Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-877-7600

Se Habla
Espanol

Photo by Rey Villavicencio

Commissioner Diane Velazquez speaks with Sharon Fisher, a fellow member of the
Apopka Art and Foliage Committee, at the April 1 Apopka City Commission meeting.

HALL’S ON 5TH

APOPKA'S FOOD HALL

Open 7 Days a Week

Weekly Events:

Bingo « Trivia  Market on 5th o+




ENTERTRINMENT LINEUP

SATURDAY’ APRIL zs 3:15 p.m. Wolf Lake Elementary

School
9 a.m. DJ - Ralo Flores
9:30 a.m. Opening Ceremony s““DAv, APRIL 26

10 a.m. Christian Learning Academy

11 a.m. Lakeville Elementary School 10 a.m. Zellwood Elementary

Noon Wolf Lake Middle School School

1 p.m. Pink Diamondettes Dance :‘°°“ Alswardsgerersonyd
Academy p-m. Dream Creek Ban

2 p.m. Kidzdance

The Pink Diamondettes Dance Academy Inc., under

the direction of Coach Mercedez Wood, MPH, is

dedicated to providing a supportive environment

where dancers thrive through high-quality

instruction and personal growth.

An Apopka native, Mercedez is a skilled dance

instructor with a diverse background in dance

performance and training.

The Pink Diamondettes performers, ages 11-17, are

trained in HBCU majorette, hip hop, jazz, and lyrical

dance. Our vision is to inspire and uplift young girls

through the transformative power of dance, fostering a community where they
can express themselves, build confidence, and realize their full potential.
Stay connected with us:

Instagram: @pinkdiamondettes

Facebook: Pink Diamondettes Dance Academy

E-mail: pinkdiamondettes@ gmail.com
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Courtesy of CLA
The Christian Learning Academy (CLA) chorus ensemble has performed at
the Art and Foliage Festival since 2017 and is appearing this year under the
direction of CLA alumna Seranie Jean-Baptiste. CLA is a private K-12 school right
here in Apopka with small class sizes as well as individualized instruction.
They also offer extracurricular activities, including girls’ volleyball, championship-
winning girls and boys basketball teams, golf, cross country, music, theater, and
more. Visit CLAEagles.com to arrange a campus visit!

v/ Tree Trimming

Celebrating over 20 Years . Tree Removal

Servicing Apopka!

'u_?
TREE SERVICE

v/ Irrigation

v Landscape
Installation

v Grapple
Truck Services

bb\ 321-689-5866
& LANDSCAPING Res:dennaf Cnmmermaf JAMES MALTBY

chensed &) Insured




WOLF LAKE MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS
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ZELLWOOD ELEMENTARY
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Courtesy of Wolf Lake Middle School

Wolf Lake Middle School Chorus is made up of 229 students from grades

6-8. The top ensembles, Singers and Mixed Ensemble, participate in Music
Performance Assessment, consistently earning “Superior” scores. The other
ensembles feature 120 sixth-grade students, an all-girls 7/8th grade choir,

and an all-boys 7th/8th grade choir. They are directed by Halle Hoskins (BME,
Florida State University, 2017). Their spring concert, “Movie/Musical “ was held
on April 14 at Apopka High School and featured songs from “Grease,” “Rent,”
“Matilda,” “Hamilton,” and “Annie.” They are grateful to be performing for the
third year in a row at the Foliage Festival.

LAKEVILLE ELEMENTARY

Courtesy of Lakeville Elementary School

Lakeville Elementary School is known as the Engineers due to having its own
Railroad Museum in its school. Principal Charles Jackson and the performers
are known as The Lakeville Singing Engineers who are being led and taught
by Carla Maxwell who has a 30-year background in education.

Courtesy of The Zee Chorus

The Zee Chorus is a dedicated group of young performers who earn their spot
through a competitive audition process at the beginning of each school year.
These students show immense commitment, staying after school every Tuesday
from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. to rehearse.

The kids have been working incredibly hard this year to prepare for our
upcoming themed show “The Weather.” It's a fun, eclectic program that features
a mix of genres, including “Have You Ever Seen the Rain,” “Listen to the Rain,”
“Mr. Sun,” “Blue Skies” and “It’s Raining Tacos.”

Ryan Stone

Ryan Stone has been a music educator for 11 years, bringing extensive experience
and a passion for student performance to the classroom. This is his second year
directing the Zee Chorus at Zellwood Elementary, where he focuses on building both
vocal skills and a strong sense of community among his students.

PAVELY'S CORNER

B i€or
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Diane Moore

For more than 23 years, Diane has ex-
hibited her work at fine art and craft fes-
tivals throughout Florida, earning numer-
ous awards and serving as a craft judge at
several respected events. She describes
her work as a contemporary evolution of a

Courtesy of Diane Moore

design sensibilities.
At her Lake Helen studio, she teaches beginning, intermediate,

her love for the craft with students from across the region. She looks
forward to returning to the Apopka Art and Foliage Festival, a favor-
ite event in her artistic journey.

You can view her work at www.SouthernPineStudio.com.

Apopka Art & Foliage Festival, April 24, 2026, Page C12

Carla Connelly

Carla Connelly is honored to serve as

. a craft judge for the Apopka Foliage Fes-
. tival. She has had a lifelong passion for
. handmade arts and began crocheting at the
. age of five. Over the years, she has expand-

. ed her skills and is now an avid seamstress
timeless craft, blending traditional coiling techniques with modern

specializing in memory quilts and pillows,

¢ along with custom home pieces such as

¢ curtains and tailored bench cushions.
and advanced pine needle basketry, sharing both her expertise and *

Carla has a deep appreciation for the

° time, creativity, and craftsmanship that goes
* into handmade work. She especially values
* pieces that combine technical skill, durabil-
* ity, and artistic expression, while honoring

the personal stories
often woven into
handcrafted items.

A former resi-
dent of Apopka for
more than 10 years,
Carla has strong
ties to the commu-
nity. In the early
2000s, she served
as a Little League Player Agent and was
honored as Volunteer of the Year in 2008.

Carla is grateful for the opportunity to
support and celebrate the talented artisans
who make the Apopka Foliage Festival such
a special community tradition.

Courtesy of Carla Connelly

Michaella Palumbo i ' [
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okt L
Michaella Palumbo has e .r".ﬂf?- :
been teaching art for eigh- & ' ]
teen years. Fourteen years [  § e~ # A
have been in Seminole ; %/ B Rl

County. She is certified
to teach art K-12. She is a
graduate of Jacksonville
University. Before teach-
ing in Seminole County she
spent four years teaching in

Welcome Center, the Casselberry Art House, the Orlando Museum .
of Art, the Scott Laurent Gallery on Park Ave. and Café Tu Tu Tan- -
go. She displays her students’ artwork at the Maitland Art Festi- -
val, the Lake Mary Heathrow Festival of the Arts and the Seminole -
Town Center Mall every year. Michaella is a member of the Orlando -
Museum of Art, the Menello Museum of Folk Art, The Morse Mu- .
seum and the Maitland Art Center.

Hours:
Mon-Thur 6AM-9PM
Fr 6AM-7PM
Sat 7AM-7PM

74 W 2nd St, Apopka 32703

Follow on social media for upcoming events and info
H#MeetMeAtCanon

Tk o i and e fp (e

Deborah Hildinger

Artist and arts administrator Deborah

Hildinger (MFA, Stephen F. Austin State
- University) has woven a career across print-
- making, painting, pastel, digital imagery,
mixed media, public art, and cultural leader-

ship. In Central Florida, she served as a fin-

- ishing artist for the WED Show Production
- during the construction of EPCOT. She lat-
Courtesy of Michaella Palumbo . er managed Orlando International Airport’s
- permanent art collection, overseeing works
Duval County. She has had her own art on display at the Sanford - by Doris Leeper, Miriam Schapiro, Jacob
. Lawrence, Duane Hanson, and Dale Chihu-
- ly. After relocating to California, Hildinger
. coordinated visual arts programs and galler-
. ies for the City of Santa Maria and taught
. at Allan Hancock College. She is widely
. exhibited on both coasts and is recognized

. for technical versatility and a collaborative

Courtesy of Deborah Hildinger
spirit. Hildinger’s work and leadership re-

flect a career dedicated to expanding access
to the visual arts and fine crafts.

5
: ,
o Now accepting NEW PATIENTS
. Please call our office
2 to schedule your appointment:

=
; *Se Habla Espahol*

1475 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka, FL 32712

(407) 307 - 1041

F__‘i"\:"\ 0

Jose L. Estrella, M.D.
General Medicine

Now accepting:
Devoted, Humana,
Freedom, Florida Blue
HMO, Ultimate, Aetna,
Optimum, Solis,
Medicare
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Participating local schools

Stop by the big white tents
near the corner of First Street
and Park Avenue. These tents
contain the work from our
young artists in Apopka. We are
excited to welcome 12 of our
local schools submitting to the
64th Art and Foliage Festival.
The types of art being displayed
include digital art, paintings, ce-
ramics, 2D and 3D art, ceramics
and portraits.

e Zellwood Elementary

e Wolf Lake Elementary

e Rock Springs Elementary
e Wekiva High School

e Dream Lake Elementary

e Kelly Park School

e Lakeville Elementary

e Clay Springs Elementary
¢ Apopka High School

e Wolf Lake Middle School
e Trinity Christian

e Apopka Christian Academy

e Py | =
s .
R )

Photo by Rey Villavicencio

Members of the Apopka Art and Foliage Committee.

New & Old

Paint Match

Custom Made Hydraulic Hoses
While You Wait - Custom Mixed

250 E. 3rd St., Suite B, Apopka
(Behind the Circle K Gas Station)

1 AUTO PARTS

Import - Domestic - Tractor - Marine
Heavy Truck - Light Truck
Lawn Mower - Golf Cart
Industrial Supplies

Paint & Body Supplies

All Car Care Needs
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13202 W. Colonial Drive
Winter Garden, FL 34787

VENDORS

Continued from C7

T&T Botanicals takes great pride in their
quality and personalized customer service to
their customers across the U.S. and Canada.

GREEN’S NURSERY

Green’s Nursery this year is under new
ownership and is proud to continue its tradi-
tion of serving Apopka and the Apopka Wom-
an’s Club at the festival Green’s Nursery is
the number one distributor for the encore aza-
lea These azaleas bloom three to four times a
year—spring, summer, and fall, and can be
planted in full sun. There are 23 varieties of
these azaleas and some of these will be at the
festival. Green’s Nursery currently maintains
several acres with a variety of trees, shrubs,
tropicals, and fruit and nut trees, along with
bedding plants and indoor foliage. Green’s
ursery enjoys finding and having items that are
not common. They strive to carry a large vari-
ety of plants to meet the needs of land- scap-
ers, retail stores and general customers. If you
need something and can’t find what you want,

"1-_.____-—""“

407-889-5222

Mon-Fri 7:00 am til 5:30
Sat 8am til 1 pm Closed Sunday

Green’s has or they can find it for you. Katie
will have a large variety of great plants and
will be bringing back the popular Yesterday
Today Tomorrow plant again this year. She
will also have all sizes of bamboo this year.

Along with all of this the Apopka Wom-
an’ s Club will be selling a wide variety of
Nelson’s Florida Roses, indoor and outdoor
hanging baskets, Spathiphyllum (peace lily),
dish gardens and assorted tropical plants. We
will also be selling our featured plant, the
Florida native milkweed (Asclepias peren-
nis). White Milkweed, Asclepias perennis, is
a diminutive milkweed that is delicate looking
compared to Pink Milkweed, but it is actually
easier to grow than the pink and is very pret-
ty with its clusters of white blooms. The plant
is usually under 2 feet or less. Although the
leaves are smaller, it is highly used by the but-
terflies. White Milkweed will tolerate differ-
ent light conditions, it thrives in bright light. It
performs best in moist conditions but can tol-
erate slightly dry conditions. Many gardeners
like to grow this beautiful milkweed in pots as
well as the landscape. Besides being a nectar
plant for many different butterflies, it is highly
used for the larval or host plant used by Mon-
arch, Queen, and Soldier butterflies.

Glenn Joiner & Son, Inc.

Family Owned &
Operated Since 1937

Sponsor of
Chase Elliott
Car#9




CREATIVE CRAFT SPOTLIGHT

Jessica Griggs

I am an artist. A wife
and mother. A landscape
architect. An avid travel-
er. I love the unexpected
in nature: the subtle color
changes that many people
overlook, and the small sea-
sonal changes that are con-
stantly taking place. I like
to take these subtleties, enlarge them to
a size that causes people to pause, and
engage every viewer in a way that helps
them appreciate the little joys in life.

As a wife, an artist, a mom, and a
landscape architect, my world is filled
with constant joy and excitement. Orig-
inally from Columbus, Ohio, I start-
ed my career at Denison University in
Granville, Ohio as a biology and studio
art double major. After receiving my
master’s degree in Landscape Architec-

Hannah Allen

From the quiet won-
der of a tide pool to the
electric flash of a bird’s
wing mid-flight, Hannah
Allen has spent her life
paying close attention
to the natural world —

FL.

Courtesy of Jessica Griggs

ture at The University of
Georgia,  moved to Long-
wood, Florida and joined
Dix.Hite + Partners, a
landscape architecture and
planning firm. I’ve been a
part of the Dix.Hite team
for over 22 years, and I
currently serve as a princi-
pal and Director of Opera-
tions for the firm.

Through my art, I try to share my
love of the natural world: The small,
subtle colors and changes that occur
each season. Memories from my home
state of Ohio. The wide array of plants
growing in my backyard. The wonder-
ful native and Florida-Friendly landscape
plants that I promote every day in my ca-
reer. Each of these small moments has
a brightness to it that brings me joy ev-
ery time I step outdoors. It is this joy and
happiness that I hope to share with others.

Hannah’s creative
life is inseparable from
her love of animals
and her commitment to
community. Time spent
volunteering as a docent
and animal presenter
at the Sanford Zoo —
where she donates art-

and translating what she
sees into breathtaking-
ly detailed colored pen-
cil artwork. Hannah began drawing at
age seven, and what started as a child’s
fascination with color and form, grew
into a deeply personal practice fueled
by nature walks, time spent at zoos, and
timeless visits to aquariums. It didn’t
take long for Hannah’s love for nature
and the connection to art to be recog-
nized by Stella Tagliavore at The Art
Studio of Lake Mary. Stella mentored
Hannah as she developed a realist style
that captured not just the appearance of
her subjects — marine life, birds, wild-
life, and beloved pets — but their pres-
ence: the glint in an eye, the iridescence
of a feather, the luminous stillness of
an underwater scene. Hannah’s work
is guided by a simple but deeply held
mantra — Art from the heart — and
that sincerity shows in every mark she
makes. Hannah’s main focus is to cap-
ture every detail to highlight the person-
ality of each animal, especially through
the eyes.

Courtesy of Hannah Allen

work to the gift shop,
with 100% of proceeds
supporting animal care.
She also supports mental health aware-
ness by contributing silent auction art
for the annual Ali’s Hope Foundation
fundraiser. Hannah frequently shares
her passion in the community at art
events and has been awarded “Best
of Show” at the Cocoa Village Spring
Fine Art & Craft Fair, “Second Place
in Fine Arts” at the Art Fiesta in New
Smyrna Beach, “Judge’s Award” at
the 60th annual DeLand Outdoor Art
Festival, and an “Award of Honor” at
the 62nd Annual Apopka Art & Foli-
age Festival. Her work has also been
featured in Lake Mary Life magazine,
and she was interviewed on Channel
13 news. Lastly, Hannah’s artwork is
showcased at the TADA Art Gallery
in New Smyrna Beach, and she wel-
comes commissions — whether you’re
hoping to immortalize a beloved pet, a
favorite animal of nature, or a corner
of the natural world worth remember-
ing. www.hmaartistry.com.
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FLORIDA INSTITUTE

OF DERMATOLOCGY

Apopka
211 Edgewood Drive
Apopka, FL 32703
(321) 804-0120

Our mission at Florida
Institute of Dermatology is to
provide the highest quality
medical, surgical and cosmetic
dermatological care to our

SPECIALIZING IN

Medical Dermatology

Surgical Dermatology patients. We strive to provide
Cosmetic Dermatology compassionate and
Skin Cancer individualized care, using

. . innovative, and cutting-edge

Mohs Micrographic Surgery therapies. We are a state-of-
SLHARLTIRYAN the art medical facility located
Laser Treatment < in WinFer Gardenj Apopka, and

The Villages Florida. We serve

Aesthetic Services

patients throughout Central
Florida.

SCAN HERE

to visit our
website and schedule

FID Cosmetic Center
Winter Garden
1995 Daniels Road, Set 120
Winter Garden, FL 34787
(321) 804-0123

Winter Garden Apopka The Villages
211 Edgewood Drive 1503 Buenos Aires Blvd,,
Apopka, FL 32703 The Villages, FL 32159

(321) 804-0120 (352) 775-8286

1991 Daniels Road
Winter Garden, FL 34787
(407) 395-3770
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When urgency turns into
an emergency,
&= count on us.

| "i'-??“
HCA Florida

Wekiva Emergency

Emergency care 24/7 - because life doesn’t stop.

HCA Florida Wekiva Emergency in Apopka. Now Open.
Bringing trusted emergency care to your neighborhood.

Scan the QR code or visit HCAFloridaHealthcare.com to learn more.




