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City to pay legal fees for e

Anderson recuses
herself due to
pending lawsuit

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

The Apopka City Coun-
cil on Wednesday voted 3—1
to approve a new policy al-
lowing the city to advance
public funds to cover certain
legal expenses for the may-
or and city commissioners

involved in non-criminal le-
gal actions tied to their offi-
cial duties.

Commissioner ~ Nadia
Anderson recused herself
from the vote because she is
currently involved in a pend-
ing lawsuit challenging her
residency. Local attorney
William McLeod filed the
suit in September.

Effective immediately,
the resolution sets up a for-
mal process for advancing up
to $5,000 per case to elected
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officials facing civil or ad-
ministrative proceedings re-
lated to their role in office.
If the official ends up losing
the case or is not cleared, the
individual must reimburse
the city.

Andrew Hand, assistant
city attorney, said the reso-
lution’s purpose is to ensure
elected officials can defend
themselves in matters aris-
ing from their public service
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Commissioner Nadia Anderson recused herself from the legal

fees vote.

Thousands turn out for Apopka MLK parade

Organizations,
bands march on
Marvin C. Zanders
Avenue

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

The 17th annual Apopka
Martin Luther King Jr. Pa-
rade returned Monday with
music, dance and tributes to
community leaders under the
theme “The Dream Marches
On.”

The South Apopka Min-
isterial Alliance organized
the parade, which marched
down Marvin C. Zanders
Avenue in Apopka from the
Apopka Community Center
on S. Central Avenue to the

John H. Bridges Community
Center on West 13th Street.

The event brought to-
gether city officials, law en-
forcement, local organiza-
tions and residents for a cel-
ebration honoring King’s
legacy and those who serve
Apopka.

Parade chair Monique
Morris, who also served as
emcee, opened the program
by recognizing public ser-
vants and sponsors.

The parade highlighted
youth and arts organizations,
including the Orlando dance
school Believe Dance Acad-
emy.

Nastasshi Lewis, acad-
emy director, said the group
has become a regular part of
Apopka’s MLK celebration.
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Sophia Bascom was one of the grand marshals, representing

education.

This is the school’s fourth
year participating in the
event, with 40 dancers rang-

ing from ages 3 to 18.
Lewis explained how
her academy connects dance
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with the parade’s theme.
“How we prepare is we
find out the theme, and we
try to create dances that will
leave a lasting impression on
the community,” she said.
“We love the Apopka com-
munity. We love that we
see all ages zero to 99 in the
Apopka community, and our
objective is to make them
smile, especially the senior
citizens of this community.”
The dancers blended
generations and styles when
performing in the parade.
“We use old school,
new school blend to hit ev-
ery crowd, every age range,”
Lewis said. “The style of
dance that we did was
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Criminal justice reform advocate visits Apopka to jumpstart talks

Reform Alliance
focuses on probation
and parole reform

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

A Florida-based crimi-
nal justice reform advocate
began meeting with Apop-
ka community leaders this
week to spark conversations
around probation, parole and
workforce reentry reform,
with the goal of building lo-
cal support for future state
and federal legislation.

Tanaine Jenkins, state
organizer and director for the

Florida Safety Coalition, is
working with Reform Alli-
ance on probation and parole
reform. She said she traveled
to Apopka to connect with
community leaders as part of
a wider effort to reduce bar-
riers for people returning to
their communities after in-
carceration. Reform Alli-
ance is a national nonprofit
focused on probation and pa-
role reform.

“I came to Apopka to
meet up with Clinton Stan-
ley, because I know he’s one
of the pillars in the commu-
nity that does advocacy,”
Jenkins told the Chief in a
Thursday interview. “I just

wanted to get embedded into
the community to see how we
can work together and how
we can support each other in
removing barriers for peo-
ple to get back to work after
they come home from prison
or jail, as well as get in with
the commissioners and your
representative to push the re-
form and probation and pa-
role agenda.”

Jenkins said she helped
pass 22 laws across 12 states
over the past six years and
is currently working toward
federal legislation.

In Florida, she pointed
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Tanaine Jenkins (I) meets with Clinton Stanley in Apopka

this week to discuss justice reform with goal of building local
support for future state and federal legislation.

Apopka
grinds out
fourth

Mayoral
debate tix
available

Event to take place
at Highland Manor,
open to public

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

Free tickets to the Feb. 3
Apopka mayoral debate are
now available online.

The debate, which will
take place at Highland Manor,
is a partnership between The
Apopka Chief and WESH 2
News. Even though the event
is open to the public free of
charge, tickets are required
due to limited seating.

“We are grateful to May-
nard Nexsen law firm for
stepping up as a sponsor to
cover the costs of this event
and make it free for those
who would like to attend,”
said Apopka Chief publisher
J.C. Derrick. “We’re look-
ing forward to a great eve-
ning.”

All three active mayoral
candidates — Orange Coun-
ty Commissioner Christine
Moore, incumbent Mayor
Bryan Nelson and City Com-
missioner Nick Nesta — have
committed to participate in
the debate which will take
place 5:30-7 p.m. Doors will
open at 5 p.m.

“As a national full-ser-
vice law firm, with a local
Central Florida office, May-
nard Nexsen values the in-
trinsically democratic nature
of a candidates debate and
the need for open, respectful
dialogue about the future of
our community,” said May-
nard Nexsen shareholder Ja-
son W. Searl. “As this par-
ticular race is important for
both the candidates and the
residents of the city of Apop-
ka, our ability to support this
event underscores our com-
mitment to serve our commu-
nity as a land use law leader in
this region.”

To reserve tickets, go to
Eventbrite.com and search for
“Apopka mayoral debate.”

“The number of pre-re-
quests we’ve received for tick-
ets indicates strong interest in
this election,” Derrick said.
“There are many important is-
sues on the ballot in March,
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APOPKA
ELECTION
2026

Voter registration dead-
line: Monday, Feb. 9
Early voting dates: Mon-
day, Feb. 23 through Sun-
day, March 8, 10a.m.-

6 p.m.

Election Day: March 10,
7a.m.-7 p.m.

What’s on the ballot:
Mayor; City Council seats
1, 2 and 4; eight city char-
ter amendments
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Property tax: A new hope

Florida House of
Representatives

Editor’s note: This
is the second part of a
series on property tax
reform. To read Rep.
Bankson’s first column,
visit www.theapop-
kachief.com and enter
“property tax” in the
search field.

In keeping with our

Doug Bankson

e HJR207 proposes
creating a new non-school
homestead exemption on
top of existing exemp-
tions, equal to 25% of the
remaining assessed value
after existing exemptions
apply.

e HJR209 propos-
es increasing the non-

Star Wars theme, there

is a “New Hope” on the horizon re-
garding homestead property tax. How-
ever, it diverges into two schools of
thought.

The first approach supports the
model of maintaining taxes for certain
essential services such as schools and
first responders. Preferred by local
governments, this method still taxes
homeowners for essential services and
thus does not truly eliminate home-
stead taxes.

The alternate approach is a true
homestead tax relief that complete-
ly eliminates ad valorem on a pri-
mary homestead, removing the risk
of losing one’s home due to unpaid
taxes. Preferred by many homeown-
ers, this model will make up the rev-
enue through various means, from in-
creased state sales tax to fees for es-
sential services.

As promised in my last column,
here is a brief synopsis of the options
presently working their way through
the process:

e HJR201 proposes exempting all
homestead properties from non-school
property tax levies. This proposal ef-
fectively removes all ad valorem taxes
except school property taxes.

e HIJR203 proposes phasing in
exemption of all homestead properties
from all non-school property taxes by
adding an additional $100,000 exemp-
tion each year for 10 years with total
elimination beginning in year 11.

e HJR205 proposes exempting all
homestead properties from non-school
property tax levies for homesteaders
who are aged 65 and older.

About The
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school homestead exemp-
tion to the assessed value of $25,000-
$250,000 for homesteaders that hold a
multiperil insurance policy.

e HJR211 proposes removing the
existing $500,0000 portability cap and
removing the requirement that a porta-
bility amount be reduced if the home-
stead owner downsizes.

e HJR213 proposes changing the
existing limitation on assessment, in-
creasing to 3% for a homestead and
15% for non-homesteads once over
a three-year period, applying to non-
school levies only.

e House Bill (HB) 215 proposes
authorizing married couples to com-
bine their separate Save Our Homes
portability benefits when establishing
a joint homestead, up to the existing
$500,000 cap.

All these proposals follow the
first approach in that they reduce but
do not fully eliminate property taxes.

On the other side of the coin,
state Rep. Ryan Chamberlin has pro-
posed three measures that will in tan-
dem work to remove property tax for
homesteads:

e HB789 Removal of county and
school ad valorem taxes

e HB791 Increasing specified
sales and use tax

e HJR787 Proposing amendments
to state constitution removing taxing
authority from counties and school
districts.

Together, these combine to ac-
complish the goal of eliminating
homestead property taxes altogether.

Next time, we’ll discuss how to
make your voice heard.

Apopka, Wekiva graduation rates soar

Last week, the Florida De-
partment of Education released
the official graduation rates for
the class of 2025. Once again, the
strong effort of our public schools
to educate all children and ensure
that every student has a bright fu-
ture was successful.

While the state excitedly
boasted a 2.5% gain, bringing the
state graduation rate to 92.2%, Or-
ange County Public Schools’ rate
is considerably higher. Its average
graduation rate among its 22 tradi-
tional high schools is 97.2%!

We are incredibly proud of
this continued growth and the
ability of our schools to make a
concerted effort to reach every
student, no matter their circum-
stances, and ensure that they cross
the finish line and graduate with a
diploma.

Our own local high schools
continue to show growth each
year as well. Apopka High School
had a graduation rate of 97.5%,
increasing about four percent
over last year, and Wekiva was
right behind them at 96.9%. I am
incredibly proud of both schools

Orange County School
Board, District 7

Melissa Byrd

for their hard work in this area.

These graduation rates are
impressive on their own, but es-
pecially when you consider that
OCPS had one of the lowest grad-
uation rates in the state just 25
years ago. The class of 2000 grad-
uation rate was a dismal 49.5%.
Imagine just half of our students
receiving a high school diploma.
What happens to those who don’t
graduate? What happens to our
community?

Successful schools influence
the culture, well-being, crime
rate and economic prosperity of
a community. In other words, the
success of our schools has a direct

correlation to the success of our
community.

Higher graduation rates cre-
ate a more qualified, readily avail-
able workforce. We have signifi-
cantly more students also gradu-
ating and going to college, as well
as significantly more students
graduating with a workforce cer-
tificate or training, which makes
them ready to enter the work-
force.

These drastic increases don’t
just happen by accident. These
increases happened because the
district made a conscious effort
to focus on getting every child to
graduate.

It meant making appoint-
ments with every student and go-
ing over graduation plans.

It meant making sure schools
did not “hope” every student
would graduate but instead “ex-
pected” every child to graduate.

I’'m incredibly proud of our
schools for this work, ensuring
that every student has a bright
future. Education changes lives,
and I'm so glad we are not letting
lives slip through the cracks!

A good cat won't quit until the job is done

Cats are not cantankerous and
indifferent little beasts. They are
hardworking professional animals
who are totally focused on three
missions: Endear and amuse; test
the limits of human irritation; and
the other one.

Bella was well-prepared, ar-
riving as a little white bundle of
confused and clumsy fluff, so
pretty that her name just came nat-
urally. This was the kind of kitten
that can make people who ought to
know better say, “Okay, we’ll take
two of them.”

Once inside the door, it was
showtime. She was a master of
comedy, which was a good thing
since she didn’t seem to come
equipped with any of the oth-
er standard cat skills. Leaping,
bounding and pouncing were out
of the question. As she became an
increasingly larger bundle of fluff,
her recreation consisted primari-
ly of crawling into boxes half her
size where she would sit with her
head poking out, as if wondering
how she got there.

She didn’t see any reason to
chase anything when she knew
that whatever she needed would
be brought to her regularly. If she
did, the thing being chased would
have little to worry about. Her
gait was not meant for hunting.
She moved in rapid but tiny little
steps — sort of frantic, like a port-
ly woman in high heels hurrying
to catch a bus.

Columnist

Jake Vest

I sometimes called her Prissy
Waddlebottom, which could have
been a good stage name for a mu-
sical career.

Bella sang to my sock.

In the middle of a quiet
morning, we’d hear unbelievable
screeching and caterwauling, the
kind that goes with a life-threaten-
ing emergency, and charge out of
our offices to see what was going
on. We’d find Bella sitting calmly
in front of a sock she had pulled
out of my bureau, giving it a good
talking to in an operatic way. Al-
ways the same sock.

She would look at us with an
expression that said, “Do you two
need something? I’'m kind of busy
here.” It was hilarious. At least it
was for the first two or three hun-
dred times.

And that brings us to The Sec-
ond Job Cats Were Sent Here to
Do: Testing the limits of human
endurance. Again, she was a mas-
ter. Some of those operatic sock
hops happened at 3 a.m.

Every fleece thing we own is
covered in a layer of fluffy white
fur. Lots and lots of hairballs
and other upchucking. Cuddling
up with her butt in a human face
at night, cuddling up on a book
you’re trying to read, ripping the
fabric off furnishings, climbing
curtains, running into and break-
ing breakable things when the cur-
tains fall...

Being a cat.

Her best tactic was the wake-
up call. If Bella got hungry at
7 am. and we were still sleeping,
she would show us that she could
pounce with the best of them. At
7:01, she’d launch herself from the
nightstand, a TV wrestler coming
off the top rope, and it would be
like a 14-pound sack of something
had been dropped on your abdo-
men from the roof. This could be
repeated as necessary for as long
as it took.

We had our fights. She won
them all.

And then it came time for that
Third Job, the one cats really excel
at: Breaking your heart.

Bella left us last Thursday.
We sent her home curled up in a
box too small for her, wrapped in a
blanket she ruined, with food dish,
an extra can of Tender Vittles and
a bag of treats.

And I’ve got a sock on my
desk that makes me both smile and
cry every morning.

Mission accomplished.

7-11: 1117 E. Semoran Blvd.

Fairwinds Credit Union: 1621 S. Orange Blossom Tr.

You may pickup The ApopRka Chief atthe following locations in and around Apopka

Seacoast Bank: 345 E. Main St.

7-11: 1495 S. Orange Blossom Tr.
AdventHealth: 2100 Ocoee Apopka Rd.
Apopka Chief: 400 N. Park Ave.

First Horizon Bank: 1420 W. Orange Blossom Tr.
Hampton Inn & Suites: 321 S. Lake Cortez Dr.
Hills Mobile Home Park: 1100 Roger Williams Rd.

Shear Country Barber: 5704 Jones Ave.
Sobik’s Sub: 247 W. Main St.
Solarius Healthcare: 305 E. Oak St.

The Apopka Chief is published every Fri-
day and entered as Periodicals, postage paid

407-886-2777.

tips to news @theapopkachief.com.

reserves the right to edit letters.

at Apopka Post Office, under the Act of Con-
gress of March 3, 1879 (USPS545-440). The
Apopka Chief newspaper is published by
Mainstreet Daily News from 400 North Park
Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. Phone

The Apopka Chief is an award-winning
community weekly newspaper and a member
of the Florida Press Association. Email news

Letters to the editor are welcome and en-
couraged, but they should be signed and in-
clude a daytime telephone number, address,
or email address for verification. Management

www.theapopkachief.com

Apopka City Hall: 120 E. Main St.

Apopka High School: 555 Martin St.
Apopka Pack & Ship: 2246 E. Semoran Blvd.
Apopka Post Office: 581 N. Park Ave.
Apopka Vape: 216 N. Park Ave.

Apopka Water: 150 E. 5% St.

Arco’s Grocery: 439 S. Central Ave.

BWI: 3700 W. Orange Blossom Trail

Beef O’ Brady’s: 1410 Rock Springs Rd.

BP Gas: 2685 E. Semoran Blvd.

Breakfast Barn: 2651 N. Orange Blossom Trail
Bright & Clean Laundry: 805 N. Park Ave.
Chase Bank: 1 E. Main St.

Circle K: 277 E. Main St.

Circle K: 489 E. Keene Rd.

Clarcona Resort: 3000 Clarcona Rd.

CVS #3748: 65 E. Main St.

John Bridges Comm. Center: 445 W. 13" St.
KOA: 3800 W. Orange Blossom Tr.

Library: 1211 E. Semoran Blvd.

Lockhart Country Café: 7153 Rose Ave.
Lockhart Barber Shop: 7220 Edgewater Dr.
Lula Mae’s Eatery: 940 S. Central Ave.
McDonald’s: 223 E. Main St.

Mobil (Citgo): 454 E. Main St.

One Florida Bank: 21 E. 3" St.

Optical Eyeland: 730 S. Orange Blossom Tr.

Orange County Service Center: 1111 Rock Springs Rd.

Palm Plaza Barber: 533 S. Park Ave.

Plymouth Post Office: 900 Plymouth Sorrento Rd.

Post Office: 581 N. Park Ave.
Publix: 1545 Rock Springs Rd.
Publix: 3080 W. Kelly Park Rd.

Rock Springs Bar & Grill: 4939 Rock Springs Rd.

Sunrise Mkt: 1025 S. Orange Blossom Tr.
Temple of Faith: 1028 Marvin C. Zanders Ave.
The Valley: 5100 Round Lake Rd.

Trader Mae’s: 2001 Rock Springs Rd.

UPS Store: 1631 Rock Springs Rd.

Valencia MOHO Park: 547 Drage Dr.

Verona’s Restaurant: 220 Edgewood Dr.
Victoria Plaza: 921 W. Orange Blossom Tr.
Walgreens: 125 E. Main St.

Walgreens: 1490 Rock Springs Rd.

Wawa Store: 1615 S. Orange Blossom Tr.
Wekiva High School: 2501 Hiawassee Rd.
Wellsprings Assisted Living: 700 E. Welch Rd.
Winn Dixie #2246: 1565 W. Orange Blossom Tr.
World O Suds Coin Laundry: 430 E. Main St.
Zellwood Station: 2126 Spillman Dr.
Zellwood Water: 3262 Robinson St.

CVS: 2311 E. Semoran Blvd. Robinson’s Restaurant: 301 W. Main St.
% Discount Beverage & Smoke: 370 E. Main St. Rodeway Motel: 1317 S. Orange Blossom Tr.
—_— Dream Lake Elementary: 500 N. Park Ave. Sam’s Discount: 2662 Apopka Blvd.
God Bless
America 400 N. Park Ave, Apopka, FL 32712 ¢ www.theapopkachief.com e 407-886-2777




The Apopka Chief, January 23, 2026, Page A3

Apopka City Council, citizens debate nammg policy

Commissioners

consider naming
playground after
late Vietnam vet

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

The Apopka City Coun-
cil voted 5-0 on Wednesday
to consider naming the new
inclusive playground at the
Northwest Recreation Com-
plex in honor of Vietnam vet-
eran James Roger Griffin, fol-
lowing a public discussion
about the city’s lack of a for-
mal policy for naming parks,
streets and public facilities.

The Wednesday meet-
ing wasn’t the first time for-
mer City Commissioner Bill
Arrowsmith submitted Grif-
fin’s name and background
for consideration. Arrow-

smith brought forth Griffin’s
name at council meetings two
weeks prior, on Jan. 7, and on

Dec. 3, 2025.
Griffin, who 1is from
Plymouth and graduated

from Apopka Memorial High
School, entered the Marine
Corps Reserves during his
high school senior year. He
died at age 20 on Sept. 16,
1966; his final resting place is
at Highland Memory Gardens
in Forest City. At the time of
his death, Griffin was on an
assault from helicopter carrier
USS Iwojima.

During council discus-
sion, some commissioners
said they were not opposed
to naming the playground but
were concerned that the city
does not have a standardized
process for honoring individ-
uals. The all-inclusive play-
ground, which had its grand

opening in October, was cre-
ated to be accessible for chil-
dren of all ages and abilities to
enjoy.

Vice  Mayor  Diane
Velazquez said she had re-
ceived feedback from resi-
dents asking that park naming
be opened up to broader com-
munity input rather than de-
cided case-by-case.

Commissioner Nick Nes-
ta echoed that concern, say-
ing the city needs a formal,
transparent process so resi-
dents understand how names
are proposed, reviewed and
approved.

“I think the conversation
that was brought up previ-
ously, I think a few meetings
[ago], is that I don’t think it’s
anti-naming,” Nesta said. “It’s
— let’s create a standardized
process as we move forward,
I think is the goal here.”

i
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Commissioner Nick Nesta speaks at Wednesdays meeting.

During public comment,
speakers said the city needs
clear guidelines to ensure de-
cisions are not reactive or po-
litical, noting that there are
other veterans and first re-
sponders who served the com-

munity and should be honored
through a consistent process,
including firefighter Austin
Duran, who died in the line of
duty in 2022.

“We should be discussing
how we treat that, because in

speaking to [Duran’s] parents,
they still don’t have any clo-
sure,” resident Albert McK-
immie said. “If we can’t pro-
vide closure for a family who
lost a son to the city of Apop-
ka, then that’s, in my opinion,
is what we should be looking
at early on, and procedures
and how to do that is some-
thing that needs to be set in
stone.”

Arrowsmith  told the
council he was disappointed
by how the issue had become
politicized. He said Griffin, as
a veteran, had served the com-
munity well and deserved rec-
ognition.

“I want you all to do your
process, get your procedure
straightened out, and possi-
bly somebody else can rec-
ommend it that is not as po-
liticized as I am,” Arrowsmith
said.

CRA Board asks for revision of facade renovation grant rules

Lodge requested
$20K, waiver from
match contribution

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

The Apopka Communi-
ty Redevelopment Agency
(CRA) Board on Wednes-
day directed staff to tighten
its facade renovation grant
rules and have Davis Lodge
No. 47 reapply once the up-
dated policy is in place.

At the meeting, An-
tranette Forbes, city eco-
nomic development direc-
tor, informed the board the
Davis Lodge initially re-
quested $20,000 for exteri-
or improvements including
window and door replace-
ments, stucco work, paint-
ing, a canopy and lighting.

Under the CRA’s fa-
cade grant rules, the
$10,000 cap is the most the
agency will pay toward a
project, while the required
contribution is the share of

INCREASE THE VALUE OF YOUR HOME
WITH NATURAL GAS AND SAVE MONEY.
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Davis Lodge #47 applied for a CRA grant for its exterior

upgrade.

the cost — 25% for busi-
nesses and 50% for non-
profits — that the applicant
must pay out of pocket.
“According to our ex-

isting policy, the max that
they are allowed to receive
is $10,000,” Forbes told
the board. “It also requires
a contribution because

Know what's DElOW.
Call before you dig.

they are a nonprofit. From
my conversations with the
lodge, they are requesting
a waiver of both of those
requirements that they can
have the $20,000 without
the contribution.”

Board members ques-
tioned how the request
could be approved when
it exceeded the program’s
$10,000 limit and conflict-
ed with the required match.
They also raised concerns
about staying fair to oth-
er applicants and noted the
policy has no way to waive
either the cap or the contri-
bution.

CRA Board member
Diane Velazquez said it
would be best for the city to
revise its application policy
and then ask Davis Lodge
to reapply once the updated
policy is in place.

“I think that would
be best for Davis Lodge,
because right now what
they’re asking for is
[$20,000] and if what
we have on the books is

only up to [$10,000], they
would get disapproved,”
CRA board member Di-
ane Velazquez said. “If we
wouldn’t give them 20, we
would only give them 10.
And if what they need is 20,
it would be best if they can
come back and when it’s
revised.”

Forbes told the board
that city staff would revise
the policies and bring the
revisions back to the board
for review and approval,
after which Davis Lodge
could submit a new appli-
cation.

Board vacancy

The Apopka CRA
Board includes seven seats
— all five members of the
City Council plus two ap-
pointees. County appoin-
tee John Drago sits on the
board, but the city is now
searching to appoint a new
member because Nikki

Williams submitted her res-
ignation last month.
The city began solicit-

ing applications last week.
It is looking for applicants
with experience or a back-
ground related to redevel-
opment, including real es-
tate, urban planning, archi-
tecture or engineering de-
sign, construction, or proj-
ect management.

The CRA aims to trans-
form designated areas into
vibrant commercial dis-
tricts and neighborhoods
by executing the city’s re-
development master plan
and addressing blighted ar-
eas. The agency operates
under Chapter 163, Part III
— known as the Commu-
nity Redevelopment Act —
of the Florida Statutes.

The CRA Board ad-
ministers tax increment
revenues to fund infrastruc-
ture improvements, public
space projects, and busi-
ness assistance programs,
while encouraging redevel-
opment and public-private
partnerships that promote
economic growth and job
creation.
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We Take Walk-In Patients 7 Days a Week!

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500 Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club
Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM e Fri.8-6PM e Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
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Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Residential & Investment Real Estate =

—
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* Selling: What’s your home worth in the current market?
Call for a No-Obligation “Home Evaluation”
* Buying: Search “ALL” homes for sale in Apopka

Report d
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Licensed & Insured
State Certified

www.RockSpringsRealty.com

CALL Joe Bornstein, Broker: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Jones Ave.,
Zellwood, FL
32798

Emergency Services
Available After Hours

WORKPLACE

~ SCREENING INTELLIGENCE

Helping Employers and Employees
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

LABORATORY TESTING

v Drug Screen Nationally
v Covid Screens  Titer Testing ‘

v New Transferring Gold TB Test 5 >
COMPASSIONATE EXPERTS WHO PUT

YOUR CHILD FIRST
1023 West Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka | 850-753-0146

Free Gizzards
Wednesday!

Buy One Order of
Gizzards get One Free.

44 East 5th Street, Downtown Apopka
www.justlikemommassoulfood.com

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: Info@workplacescreening.com

Open Wednesday through Sunday

*Specials are available for dine-in and take-out only. Offer subject to change.

www.workplacescreening.com
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HOA, city celebrate completion of Emerson Park right-of-way

By Teresa Sargeant

Reporter
A Tuesday roadway
dedication culminated a

lengthy process of negotia-
tions, planning and construc-
tion of miles of infrastruc-
ture within the Emerson Park
subdivision — a project to-
taling nearly $3 million and
funded entirely by residents.

City officials and Emer-
son Park residents dedicat-
ed the total of 7.65 miles of
roadways paved at the com-
munity located just east of
AdventHealth Apopka. The

Courtesy of C|ty of Apopka

City officials and Emerson Park homeowners cut the ribbon at
the right-of-way dedication on Tuesday.

The total cost was $2.65
million, and the HOA con-
tributed more than $700,000

roadways, while the home-
owner’s association (HOA)
will take responsibility for

a municipal service bene-
fit unit (MSBU) that will be
paid through homeowners’
taxes yearly for 15 years.

The road reconstruction,
completed in October 2025,
was a major milestone for the
neighborhood’s more than
500 homeowners, said HOA
president Jennifer Hay.

“Our community is sole-
ly paying for it,” Hay said.
“We’ve just worked out a
payment plan with the city,
so the city is not paying any
portion of the remodeling of
the roads.”

Although the roads ap-

no gates or access restric-
tions — the HOA learned
they were privately owned
and therefore the responsibil-
ity of residents to maintain.
Estimates showed the cost
of full reconstruction would
exceed $2.5 million, a figure
far beyond what most home-
owners could pay up front.

Under the agreement,
the city oversaw the work
and allowed the HOA to pay
the full cost over 15 years,
rather than requiring the as-
sociation to secure its own
private loan.

The HOA will retain re-

ing the neighborhood’s al-
leyways, which make up a
smaller portion of the over-
all infrastructure. In addition,
the association maintains
about 64 acres of green space
throughout the development.

The road project also re-
vived discussion of origi-
nal development plans that
once called for a town cen-
ter with businesses along the
community’s main entrance,
including a supermarket.
Those plans were never real-
ized, and the area instead be-
came open green space used
by residents for recreation,

city will maintain the main

three miles of alleyways.

up front. The remainder is

peared to be public — with

sponsibility  for

maintain-

according to Hay.

Apopka High to send 2 teams to OCPS Biomedical Challenge

Challenge to take place
Feb. 24 at AdventHealth
Nicholson Center

By Sarah Merly
Reporter

The Apopka High School Med-
ical Careers Magnet program will
send two student teams to the 25/26
OCPS Biomedical Challenge on Feb.
24 at the AdventHealth Nicholson
Center.

“Competitors will be tasked with
developing a Community Awareness
Campaign Portfolio to educate their
own community about one health
and/or safety-related issue of local,
state, and/or national interest,” the
challenge guidelines said. “The team
will present their community cam-
paign to a panel of judges, sharing a
portfolio of their research and their
community awareness outreach plan
or accomplishments.”

According to magnet instruc-
tor Kristy Connor, 10 schools will
compete in this year’s competition,
selecting from 10 challenge topics.

10%

Courtesy of Thomas Perez

Thomas Perez and one of his
teammates show off smart watches.

Apopka High students Thomas Per-
ez, Yamin Simjee and Cristian Medi-
na chose the topic “Wearable Health
Tech & Remote Monitoring.” Stu-
dents Dilion Falloon, Jezabel Colon
and Makayla Smith chose “Misin-
formation & Public Health Commu-
nication.”

Junior Thomas Perez said his
team is promoting the health benefits
of smartwatches. Although smart-

-

ORLA DO

OFF

TICKETS

USE CODE: APOPKA

watches can cost hundreds of dol-
lars, Perez said the watches help re-
duce medical bills. His team’s cam-
paign website, medwear.info, cites
studies noting a 38% reduction in ER
visits and an average of $3,200 saved
per patient per year due to wearable
medical devices.

Perez aspires to be a critical care
physician after he finishes the medi-
cal magnet program, citing his own
health background as his inspiration.

“I was misdiagnosed with an
improper disease,” Perez said. “I've
gone through a horrendous medical
journey.”

Perez shared the story of his mis-
diagnosis in his essay for the Unit-
ed States District Court-Middle Dis-
trict of Florida, Orlando Division’s
2025 High School Essay Contest. On
March 2, 2025, Perez collapsed and
started experiencing fainting and sei-
zure spells in the days afterward.

“March 31% was another big day
for me,” Perez wrote in his essay.
“My family went out to dinner, and
as we were leaving, I passed out, but
this time it was different.”

Perez was admitted to the pedi-

Come and

Orange Co
staff, and t
discuss

Commissioner
Christine Moore

MNOWOCATS.

atric intensive care unit (ICU), where
he was diagnosed with Functional
Neurological Disorder (FND).

“This is a neuro-psychiatric dis-
order that is not fully understood, but
it is believed to be caused by stress,
anxiety, and previous trauma,” he
said. “My mother refused to accept
this. She pushed for more testing, ar-
guing with doctors who wanted to
stop searching, but I would always
get the same diagnosis: Functional
Neurological Disorder (FND).”

Eventually, a specialist and a
rheumatologist discovered the cor-
rect diagnosis for Perez’s symptoms.

“They discovered the real is-
sue: Sjogren’s syndrome, a rare
autoimmune disease causing
mitochondrial dysfunction,” he said.
“Once treated, my episodes stopped
completely.”

Perez credits his mother’s deter-
mination to be his biggest advocate
as the reason he is alive today.

“Without my mother, I wouldn’t
have seen Dr. Reddy, I wouldn’t
have been diagnosed, and, like Dr.
Ben said, by the time the correct di-
agnoses would have been made, it

meet with

Commissioner Christine Moore,

unty Public Works
he consultants to

0L

Cf)r\"ﬂ

GOVERNMENT

F L ORI D A

would be too late, as the Sjogren’s
would have attacked and destroyed
many organ systems in my body,”
Perez said. “Children especially need
parents willing to fight for them. Ad-
vocacy saved my life.”

Perez’s passion helps his team
pursue each of the topic’s three cri-
teria as outlined in the competition
guidelines: explore devices like smart-
watches, glucose monitors, and ECG
patches; address privacy concerns and
data accuracy myths; and demonstrate
how wearables empower patients and
reduce hospital visits. The team’s In-
stagram page can be found under the
handle @medwear_apk.

The Misinformation and Pub-
lic Health Communication topic re-
quires the other Apopka High team
to investigate how false or mislead-
ing health information spreads; clar-
ify common myths; showcase strat-
egies communities can use to fact-
check, improve health literacy, and
build trust in science; and promote
campaigns that empower people to
distinguish between credible and
non-credible sources.

JAN 26TH

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Apopka Community Center

519 5. Central Ave.
Apopka 32703

JAN. 28TH

6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Kelly Park School

4700 Jason Dwelley Pkwy.

Apopka 32712

NORTH ORANGE BRANCH
1211 E. SEMORAN BLVD.

ORANGE COUNTY
LIBRARY SYSTEM

ocls.org
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Wekiva High School shines at national debate championship

Mustangs ti;/e gl partnership wifth ;tlhe pla(;eI:( overgll in improm}z‘tlu i i »
. Florida Department of Edu- speaking. Senior Diego Al- n [Frenitstiniy
Competed _agaIHSt cation, the National Civics varez ranked in the top 20
over 300 hlgh and Debate Championship nationally for extemporane- g P es
tested students’ civic knowl- ous debate. '
school students edge, debate skills and per- Wekiva seniors Azul

from 15 states

By Teresa Sargeant
Reporter

Wekiva High School
(WHS) students performed
well at the recent National
Civics and Debate Cham-
pionship against over 300
high school students from
15 states, ranking high on
the list of event honors.

Sponsored by the Flori-
da Civics and Debate Initia-

severance in various debate
events that took place Jan.
16—19 in Orlando.

“We experienced re-
cord-breaking participation,
unforgettable moments and
the highest level of compe-
tition we’ve ever seen,” the
National Civics and Debate
Championship posted Mon-
day on Instagram.

Wekiva students re-
ceived individual honors for
their debate skills. Junior
Andrea Lara finished second

Garcia and Daniel Idowu,
juniors Joyce Chasya Dadje
and Gloria Pierre, and fresh-
man wZanaya Bailey also
competed at the national
tournament.

“Competing against a
massive field of over 300
high school students from
15 states, our team proved
they are among the best in
the country,” Wekiva prin-
cipal Anthony Russell wrote
in his weekly school newslet-
ter.

Photos courtesy of Wekiva High School

Wekiva High School senior Diego Alvarez (center-left) and junior Andrea Lara (center-right)
earned high ranks in the National Civics and Debate Championship last weekend. They are
both pictured with FCDI founder Tara Tedrow and Florida Education Commissioner Anastasios

Kamoutsas.

REFORM ALLIANCE

FROM A1

to Senate Bill 752, passed in
2021, as an example of recent
reforms aimed at incentiviz-
ing compliance for people on
probation.

“It’s an incentives bill for
those who are on probation,”
Jenkins said. “If they main-
tain a job 30 hours a week or
more, every six months they
receive 30 days off their pro-
bation. If they get any educa-
tion, they get 60 days off of
their probation, and it also al-
lows them to remote report.”

Jenkins said future re-
form efforts could include the
creation of a new parole sys-
tem in Florida, which elimi-
nated parole for most offens-
es in 1993. Only about 3,600
individuals remain eligible
under the former system, she
said, noting that Florida’s
prison population is aging
and becoming increasingly
costly to taxpayers.

AUTO PARTS
A —

Import « Domestic Tractor * Golf Cart Marine
Heavy Truck ¢ Light Truck « Lawn Mower

®

“The prison population
is aging, and it’s costing tax-
payers 10 times as much to
take care of someone over
the age of 40 as it would
someone under,” Jenkins
said. “If we had a parole sys-
tem in place, then those peo-
ple would be able to get pa-
role, and basically, taxpayers
wouldn’t be paying for their
care while they’re in prison.”

According to the Prison
Policy Initiative, 157,000 of
Florida’s residents are incar-
cerated in various facilities,
including local jails and state
and federal prisons.

Each year the state re-
leases over 24,000 incarcer-
ated people with over 60%
rearrested within three years,
according to the Florida Pol-
icy Project.

Another focus of poten-
tial reform is occupational
licensing. Jenkins said ap-

Industrial Supplies * Paint & Body Supplies
All Car Care Needs * New & Old

250 E. 3rd St.,

Suite B, Apopka
13202 W. Colonial Dr.,

Winter Garden

SPONSOR OF
CHASE ELLIOT
CAR #9 ]

proximately one-third of jobs
in Florida require an occu-
pational license, which of-
ten excludes people with pri-
or convictions from employ-
ment opportunities.

As part of her visit, Jen-
kins met with Apopka resi-
dent and community advo-
cate Clinton Stanley, whom
she described as a key local
voice on issues affecting re-
turning citizens. She said her
approach centers on listening
to residents, rather than pro-
posing predetermined solu-
tions.

“We just want to start
the conversation now, so
people can understand who
we are, what we’re trying to
do,” Jenkins said. “We don’t
come into a state and say,
‘We think you need this.’
We come into a state and we
say, ‘What do you need?’
We ask the question. And

GLENN JOINER & SON, INC
NATIONALLY KNOWN, FAMILY.OWNED

SINCE 1937

407-889-5222 404-656-4141 napaonline.com

last year we did six listen-
ing sessions across the state
of Florida ... just listening to
returning citizens, listening
to policymakers, listening
to probation officers, listen-
ing to local elected officials.
So we try to listen to people
and then create policy around
what the actual residents are
saying.”

Stanley emphasized the
role of local government in
supporting grassroots organi-
zations and investing in com-
munity resources, particular-
ly for youth and families.

“Local officials really
[need to be] getting to the
root of the problem, really
helping grassroots organiza-
tions help reform and change
the dynamics of the commu-
nity, starting with the youth
and even with the parents,
with resources, giving them
job opportunities, skill train-

ing, bringing these resources
to the community,” Stanley
said. “We need the local of-
ficials who really buy in and
invest into the community.
Even when they’re doing de-
velopment, making sure that
developers are also buying in
and investing into the com-
munity as it’s being gentri-
fied.”

Stanley also said com-
munity engagement should
be part of development deci-
sions, especially in neighbor-
hoods experiencing redevel-
opment and rising property
values.

Jenkins said she hopes to
meet with Apopka city offi-
cials including Mayor Bryan
Nelson, City Council mem-
bers and local law enforce-
ment leadership, along with
state legislators representing
the area.

Although no meetings

Fri., Jan. 23, 2026 thru Sun., Jan. 25, 2026

THE HOUSEMAID (R)
12:20; 4:10; 7:10; 10:15

AVATAR: FIRE AND
ASH (REALD 3D)
(PG-13) 9:15
AVATAR: FIRE AND ASH
(PG-13) 12:30; 3:20; 6:20

WICKED: FOR GOOD
(REISSUE) (PG) 12:40

ZOOTOPIA 2 (PG) 1:10;
4:00; 6:40; 10:05

THE SPONGEBOB
MOVIE: SEARCH FOR
SQUAREPANTS (PG)
12:50; 3:50

28 YEARS LATER: THE
BONE TEMPLE (R)
1:20; 4:30; 7:20; 10:00

MERCY (REALD 3D)
(PG-13) 9:40

MERCY (PG-13) 1:40;
4:20; 7:00

have been scheduled yet, she
said her goal is to begin dis-
cussions now in anticipation
of possible legislative ef-
forts over the next one to two
years.

“With Reform [Alli-
ance], we’re looking at pass-
ing policy in the next one or
two years, SO we just want to
start the conversation now so
people can understand who
we are, what we’re trying to
do,” she said.

Jenkins said engaging
those most affected by the
criminal justice system is es-
sential to crafting effective
reform.

“The people closest to
the problems are the ones
closest to the solution, and
that’s why I'm meeting with
Clinton to see the problem so
we can try to figure out some
solution,” she said.

_ WEKIVA
RIVERWALK
NORTH SEMORAN BLVD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

HAMNET (PG-13) 3:30
ONE BATTLE AFTER

ANOTHER (REISSUE) (R)

6:30

RETURN TO SILENT
HILL (R) 7:30; 10:20

SINNERS (REISSUE) (R)
10:10

TUES. VALUE DAYS

NOW ONLY $6.99 + TAX
with Regal Crown Club card.
(EXCLUDING HOLIDAYS)

THEME: SUPER BOWL

ACROSS

1. Pakistani attire

5. Research location
8. Partridge’s fruit tree
12. *Grid follower

13.* Upshaw, multiple Super Bowl

winner

14. Canada’s national tree
15. Like Homer Simpson’s head
16. Allege

17. Agenda entries

18. *Adding a rushing player
20. Aphrodite’s lover

21. Not host

22. Tire meas.

23. Composure under strain
26. More distant

40. Dishevel, as in hair
42. Clever humor

43. *SoFi , Super Bowl LXI venue
45. *Last year’s Super Bowl winners

47. Web robot

50. a.k.a. podagra

52. *The only NFL team with perfect season

55. Plant-based laxative
56. Symphony member
57.“°No ____ foryou!”

59. No gains without them
60. Retired, abbr.

61. Field worker

62. Bohemian

63. Not Miss or Ms

64. Poker amount

30. Thompson of “Some Kind of Wonderful”

31. Ubiquitous deciduous tree
34. Genealogical plant

35. Poetic feet

37.Dream time, acr.

38. The Romanovs, e.g.

39. Song for solo voice

DOWN
1. Bro to bro
2. Speedy steed

3. Chuck Berry’s Over Beethoven’

4. Rainbow color

5.*Santa Clara’s Stadium, Super

THIS WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

48. Tesla Roadster with Starman location

Bowl LX venue
6. Beside, archaic

7. Titanic’s frozen enemy
8. *Team with most Super Bowl appear-

ances
9. Fencing weapon

11. Hi-
13. Garden shelter

14. Unhealthy atmosphere

19. Little hills
22.Pinm.p.g.

23. Mark Twain to Samuel Clemens

24. Lively

25. Vampire of Greek mythology
26. *One of two teams to win while hosting

Super Bowl
27. Long fishing line

28. Like haunted house
29. What the defense does?
32. High school dressy affair

33. Romanian money
(2 words)

Children”

40. Egyptian boy king, for short

41. Long jump

44.11o Greeks, pl.

10. Charitable contributions

36. *Super Bowl LX halftime show headliner

38. Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young: Your
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Study area includes
parts of northwest
Orange County

Staff Reports

Orange County offi-
cials will host two communi-
ty meetings later this month as
part of the Northwest Orange
County Areawide Transporta-
tion Study (NOWOCATS), a
long-range planning effort fo-
cused on future transportation
needs in the region.

The first meeting will be
6-8 p.m. Monday, Jan. 26,
at the Apopka Community
Center, 519 S. Central Ave.,
Apopka. The second meet-
ing will take place 6-8 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 28, at Kel-
ly Park School, 4700 Jason
Dwelley Parkway, Apopka.

Both meetings will pres-
ent the same information to al-
low the public many opportu-
nities to participate.

According to the meeting
notice, both sessions will start
with an open house at 6 p.m.,
giving attendees a chance to
look at meeting materials. A
formal presentation is slated to
start at 6:30p.m., followed by
a public comment period.

Orange County, in partner-
ship with the city of Apopka,
is conducting NOWOCATS,
which aims to operate as a
long-range transportation plan
that pinpoints and examines
possible projects to improve
connectivity, cut down con-
gestion, and boost mobility for
several means of transporta-
tion, including vehicles, tran-
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County to host transportation
meetings in Apopka Jan. 26, 28

Photo by Teresa Sargeant

The Jan. 28 NOWOCATS community meeting will take place

at Kelly Park School.
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Courtesy of Orange County

This map shows the study area of the Northwest Orange
County Areawide Transportation Study.

sit, bicycles and pedestrians.

The study area includes
parts of northwest Orange
County north of Clarcona-
Ocoee Road, south of the Or-
ange/Seminole County line,
east of the Orange/Lake Coun-
ty line and west of the Orange/
Seminole County line.

The purpose of the first
round of community meetings
is to present data collected on
existing traffic conditions and
projected traffic conditions
based on a 2050 model fore-
cast. Officials are also seek-
ing feedback from residents
on transportation issues they

consider important within the
study area.

Meeting materials  in-
cluding the presentation will
be made available before the
meetings on the project web-
site at NOWOCATS.com.

Public  participation is
open to all residents. Accom-
modations are available for in-
dividuals who need language
translation, interpretive ser-
vices or assistance under the
Americans with Disabilities
Act. Requests for accommo-
dations must be made at least
seven days before the meeting,
according to the notice.

Dora donated the tree.

Photo by Sarah Merly

From left to right: Mayor Bryan Nelson, Foliage Garden Club’s Arbor Day chairman Ann
Mixon, Kay Wilson, Pat D’Amico, Lou Staley, Foliage Garden Club president Bobbie
Dougherty, Christy Faircloth, Pam Groseclose and Nick Nesta gather around the newly
planted tree at the Northwest Recreation Complex’s all-inclusive playground on Jan.
16. Each year, the Foliage Garden Club of Apopka plants a tree in honor of Arbor Day.
Florida celebrates Arbor Day on the third Friday of January, since less water evaporates
in the winter, making trees easier to transplant. County Line Ornamentals in Mount

DEBATE

FROM AT

and voters know that.”

Derrick and WESH 2

political reporter Greg Fox
will co-moderate the debate.
Fox, a seven-time Emmy
Award winner and two-time
Walter Cronkite Award re-
cipient, is a veteran debate
facilitator who has worked at
WESH since 1987.

Apopka Chief mem-
bers will receive reserved

seating at the event and
may submit questions in
advance. Other residents
who wish to submit ques-
tions must attend in per-
son and fill out a question
card.

Nelson was first elect-
ed in 2018 and is seeking a
third term, which he has said
would be his last.

Moore, now in her sec-

ond term as Orange County’s
District 2 commissioner, an-
nounced her mayoral campaign
in April.

Nesta entered the race
in November. His entry
prompted local attorney
Matt Aungst to withdraw,
saying he was concerned
about “splitting the reform
vote.”

LEGAL FEES

FROM A1

without immediately taking
on the full financial burden.
He said the policy ap-
plies only to civil or admin-
istrative actions — not crim-
inal cases — such as ethics
investigations, challenges to
an official’s qualifications to
hold office, or alleged viola-
tions of the city charter.
Under the policy, an of-
ficial seeking an advance
must submit a written re-
quest to the city administra-
tor detailing the legal action
and providing a cost esti-
mate. The request must then
be approved by a majority
vote of the council at a pub-

lic meeting. A written reim-
bursement agreement is re-
quired, specifying that the
official must repay the city
in full if the case is not re-
solved in the official’s favor.

According to Hand, the
resolution defines “success-
ful” as having allegations
dismissed, being exonerat-
ed, or otherwise prevailing
on the merits. If an official
does not meet that standard,
repayment would be due
within 30 days of the final
decision unless the council
approves an alternative ar-
rangement. City staff would
maintain accounting records

for all advances.

The proposal drew sharp
criticism from residents dur-
ing public comment, with
speakers questioning the
fairness of using taxpayer
funds to front legal costs for
elected officials.

“Whether you get off
or you're found guilty, you
need to be responsible for
your own bill, because if it’s
a citizen out there, if some-
thing happens to them and
they get charged, the city
ain’t coming to their rescue,”
resident Leroy Bell said.

Other speakers argued
that existing insurance cov-

™ Duct cleaning
M Attic insulation

HVAC
PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

M Hvac maintenance and

erage or reimbursement af-
ter a case finishes would be
more appropriate, and also
that the resolution could cre-
ate the appearance of prefer-
ential treatment.

“The city has — I'm as-
suming, this is a question —
the city has general and pro-
fessional liability. Is that cor-
rect?” resident Rod Olsen
said. “If yes, then you are
covered. You are covered in
the performance of your du-
ties. If it’s outside that, then
we have no business. The
city has no business in pro-
viding you money.”

Supporters,  including

Mayor Bryan Nelson, said
the policy protects public of-
ficials from being financial-
ly strained or even ruined
by lawsuits filed over their
official actions, even when
those actions are ultimately
deemed lawful. Nelson cit-
ed past cases where officials
had to cover their own legal
bills before seeking reim-
bursement from the city after
being cleared.
Commissioners also de-
bated whether the $5,000 cap
was sufficient, noting that
complex cases can far ex-
ceed that amount. Some also
questioned the timing of the

policy, given ongoing litiga-
tion and ethics complaints
involving members of the
dais.

Earlier this month, Nel-
son filed a lawsuit against Or-
ange County District 2 Com-
missioner Christine Moore,
challenging her residency
and ability to run for mayor.
She is running against him in
the mayoral election, as well
as City Commissioner Nick
Nesta.

Nesta urged the council
to postpone the vote to refine
the language and clarify how
the policy would be admin-
istered.
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SCANHERE K

Apopka Mayoral Debate

Featuring Orange County Commissioner Christine Moore,
incumbent Apopka Mayor Bryan Nelson and Apopka City
Commissioner Nick Nesta

Moderated by Greg Fox and J.C. Derrick :
Get your FREE tickets

Tue, Feb 3, 2026 at 5:30-7 PM

Q@ The Highland Manor - Events Venue, 604 E Main St, Apopka
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APD responds to 26 crashes Jan. 11-17

If a law enforcement
agency charges you with a
crime and this news outlet re-
ports that information, please
notify us within 90 days if the
charge is dropped or if you
are found not guilty by the
court. After verifying the in-
formation, we will be happy
to publish it. Please send no-
tification to dhayden@the-
apopkachief.com.

In the period from Janu-
ary 11-17, 2026, the Apopka
Police Department received
1,629 calls for service, re-
sponded to 26 crashes, issued
104 citations, and made 22 ar-
rests. Burglaries: 01 vehicle, 0
residences, 0 business. Juve-
niles were charged with vehi-
cle theft-grand theft of motor
vehicle (X3); burglary of un-
occupied dwelling unarmed,;
larceny-other theft.

The following adults
were arrested and charged:

Tyrone Ladexter Brad-
ford, 44, 426 W. Ella J. Gilm-
ore St., Apopka, drugs-pos-

session of controlled sub-
stance without prescription
(X2).

Quintary Drelle Bridg-
es, 49, 1375 Golf Course Dr.,
Apopka, larceny petit theft-
merchandise farm transit 2+
prior conviction.

Vic Morris Chambers,
58, Apopka, simple assault-
intent threat to do violence.

Maureen Heather Cum-
mings, 35, transient, Apop-
ka, drugs-possession of con-
trolled substance  without
prescription; loitering-loi-
ter/prowl in unusual place or
manner.

Ryan Nathan Drinkwater,
35, Apopka, sex assault by
custodian, sex battery victim
12 years of age under 18 years
of age; lewd lascivious behav-
ior 24+ years of age, lewd las-
civious touching victim 16-17
years of age.

Robert Anthony Ector,
59, 1341 Welch Ridge Ter.,
Apopka, larceny-other theft.

John Thomas Fitzger-
ald, 37, 71 Federal Ln., Palm

Coast, drug equipment-pos-
session and/or use; drugs-
traffic fentanyl/fentanyl ana-
logues 4 grams+.

Kevin Roland Gonzalez,
37, 62 Jett Loop, Apopka, oth-
er agency warrant.

Robert Kentrell Hamil-
ton, 40, general delivery, Or-
lando, other agency warrant
(X4).

Keosha Kenyotta Hardy,
33, Apopka, cruelty toward
child-abuse child without
great bodily harm; resist offi-
cer-obstruct without violence.

Tavion Ladarius Har-
ley, 22, Apopka, lewd lasciv-
ious behavior-promote sex-
ual activity victim less than
16; public order-crimes use
2-way communication de-
vice to facil felony; family of-
fense-interfere with custody
of minor/incompetent person;
obscene communication-trav-
el to meet after use computer
to lure child.

Terry Eugene Hickey, 47,
19 E. 18™ St., Apopka, mov-
ing traffic violation-operate

motor vehicle without valid
license, 1st conviction.

Katlyn Patricia Hunter,
32, 261 Springs Colony Cir.
Apt. 166, Altamonte Springs,
obstruct criminal investiga-
tion-false information to law
enforcement officer report,
missing person or felony; drug
equipment-possession and/or
use; drugs-possession of con-
trolled substance without pre-
scription (methamphetamine);
other agency warrant.

Chad Alan Khnight, 35,
1507 Camel Ct., Apopka,
drug  equipment-possession
and/or use; drugs-possession
of controlled substance with-
out prescription (fentanyl).

James John Laravuso, 33,
1010 Olive Avenue, Sanford,
larceny petit theft-merchan-
dise farm transit 2+ prior con-
viction.

Eric Lemaine, 38, 9509
Southern Garden Cir., Al-
tamonte Springs, resist offi-
cer-obstruct without violence;
trespassing-failure to leave
property on order of owner.

Mario Humberto Lo-
pez Simaj, 45, 1759 Weki-
va Crossing Blvd., Apop-
ka, drugs-possession of con-
trolled substance without pre-
scription (cocaine).

Myles Brandon McRoy,
34, 816 Hickory Knoll Ct.,
Apopka, firing weapon-dis-
charge firearm from vehi-
cle.

Sonya Renaye Ray, 58, 4
Ginger Cir., Leesburg, out-of-
county warrant.

Bramkumarie  Shields,
40, Apopka, aggravated as-
sault-with deadly weapon
without intent to kill; battery-
touch or strike.

Shaina Marie Stouffer,
36, 581 N. Park Ave. #1208,
Apopka, drug equipment-
possession and/or use; drugs-
possession of controlled sub-
stance without prescription
(fentanyl); drugs-possession
of controlled substance with-
out prescription.

Noelio J. Vega Camuei-
ras, 33, 1155 Timberline Rd.,
Apopka, larceny-other theft.

FDOT delays
intersection
improvements
Staff Reports

The Florida Department
of Transportation (FDOT) an-
nounced on Jan. 23 that it post-
poned an intersection closure in
downtown Apopka because the
traffic signalization improve-
ments will not be conducted as
planned.

“FDOT will send an update
when the work has been resched-
uled,” a Jan. 23 email from the
FDOT to the city of Apopka stat-
ed.

Previously, the Florida De-
partment of  Transportation
(FDOT) had planned to close the
U.S. 441/Main Street (Orange
Blossom Trail/Park Avenue) in-
tersection 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. from
Jan. 18 to Jan. 22 to complete
signalization improvements.

Between those closed hours,
detours would have been in place
with signage indicating the de-
tour routes for eastbound and
westbound motorists on U.S.
441/Main Street.

FDOT did not communicate
a reason for the postponement of
the work.

bracewors

SATURDAY SERVICES

Bible Study - 10 AM
Worship - 11:30 AM
Livestream - tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

ke Rd., Apopké, FL 32703

graceworxcc@gmail.com = 321-228-4599

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
CELEBRATING OVER 20 YEARS
OF SERVICE
* Tree Trimming &
Removal
* Landscape Installation
* Stump Grinding
* Grapple Truck Services

JAMES MALTBY
(Owner) 321-689-5866

TREE SERVICE
& LANDSCAPING

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate. @EILERLNTCN

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SPECIAL EXCEPTION

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given that Michael R Cooper Const Co Inc. has made an application, pursuant to the
with Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part Ill, Land Development Code, Article I, Section 2.5.1.G for a
SPECIAL EXCEPTION FOR THE FOLLOWING USES ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT 335 S.
HAWTHORNE AVENUE, APOPKA, FLORIDA, 32703 SHOWN BELOW: ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY,
ADULT LIVING FACILITY, ADULT FOSTER HOME, BOARDING HOUSE,CHILD FOSTER HOME,
CONTINUE CARE RETIREMENT, EMERGENCY SHELTER OR HOME, PLACE OF WORSHIP,
COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY, VOCATIONAL OR TRADE SCHOOL, UTILITY FACILITY, LAWN CARE,

CONTRACTOR WITH STORAGE YARD, GENERAL INDUSTRIAL SERVICES ENCLOSED, MACHINE
SHOP METAL WORKING, WELDING, PLUMBING OR GAS, STEAM OR WATER PIPE FITTING,
MANUFACTURING, ASSEMBLY OR FABRICATION LIGHT, WAREHOUSE STORAGE, SHOWROOM
WHOLESALE, OTHER WAREHOUSE USE.
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Parcel Identification Number(s): 09-21-28-0196-10-250
Contains: 2.42 +/- acres

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to consider the
Special Exception request at its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall on
Tuesday, February 10, 2026 beginning_at 5:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Interested parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearing to speak. Please be advised that,
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will need a record of
the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. Additional information regarding the
application and review process may be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department
located at Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida, 32703 on weekdays between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Written public comments regarding the application for the proposed special
exception may be submitted by mail to the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida,
32703. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing
assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka, Florida, 32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, at least 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka Planning Commission

January 23, 2026 Community Development Department

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Sec. 166.041(3)(a), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances,
Part lll, Land Development Code, Atrticle Il, Section 2.5.1.D, that Thomas Faber has made application relating to
the property located at 550 W. Lester Road, Apopka, Florida, 32703 shown below for change of zoning and
requested that the City of Apopka adopt the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO. 3154

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE ZONING FROM T
(TRANSITIONAL) TO RSF-1B (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY - LARGE LOT), FOR PROPERTY
LOCATED 550 W LESTER ROAD; OWNED BY CHRISTOPHER WILLIAMS AND KATRINA BARRETT
COMPRISING 3.05 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

| e 8 a07 0,13
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Parcel Identification Number(s): 33-20-28-0000-00-069 N
Contains: 3.05 +/- Acres

Notice is given that public hearings for Ordinance Number 3154 will be held by the City of Apopka City
Council at regularly scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main
Street, Apopka, Florida, 32703 on Wednesday, February 4, 2026 beginning_at 1:30 P.M and
Wednesday, February 18, 2026 beginning_at 7:00 P.M or soon thereafter.

Interested parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings to speak. The proposed
Ordinance, along with any additional information regarding the application and review process, may be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main
Street, Apopka, Florida, 32703 on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Please be
advised that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will
need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. Written public comments
regarding the application for the proposed ordinance may be submitted by mail to the City Clerk’s Office at
120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida, 32703. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should contact the
City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida, 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, at least 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council

January 23, 2026 Community Development Department
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MLK PARADE

FROM A1

HBCU [Historically Black
College or University]
marching style dance.”

Lewis said her pro-
gram also reflects King’s
message of unity.

“We keep the young-
er ones integrated with
the older ones and the old-
er ones with the younger
ones,” she said. “I believe
that that is definitely a part
of the dream that Martin
Luther King set, for the old
and the new to blend.”

The Apopka Police De-
partment (APD) partici-
pated in the parade, with
Lovetta Quinn-Henry mak-
ing her first appearance at
the parade as the Apopka
police chief after she was
sworn in last fall.

“It was inspiring to
see families, friends, and
neighbors come together to
celebrate unity, hope, and
the legacy of Dr. King,” the
APD posted on its Face-
book page. “A heartfelt
thank you to everyone who
came out to line the streets,
wave, cheer, and celebrate
alongside us. Seeing so
many smiling faces and
feeling the energy, posi-
tivity, and pride through-
out the parade reminded us
why events like this are so
important.”

Several high school
bands joined the parade,
including Apopka, Weki-
va, Oak Ridge, Evans and
Ocoee. This year, Camp-
bell Middle School from
Daytona Beach also joined
the lineup. The school
principal is Marcia Ow-
ens, a former Apopka High
School assistant principal
who served in that role for
many years.

Othellus Swift, an
Apopka resident, served as
the parade’s grand marshal
for the community. The
grand marshal for educa-
tion and youth was Sophia
Bascom, an Apopka day-
care owner. The “bridge

Orlando school Believe Dance Academy performs a routine.

builder” grand marshal was
Joshua Black.

Sister Ann Kendrick,
Hope Community Center
founder, and Juana Perez
served as the Hispanic co-
grand marshal.

The following are the
parade winners: Best Per-
formance Band — Camp-
bell Middle School, Day-
tona Beach; Most Cre-
ative Entry — Mount OI-
ive Seventh Day Adventist
Church; and Best Theme
Float — AdventHealth.

Photo by Dana O’Connor

Photo by Dana O’Connor

Wekiva High School had one of several marching bands in the parade.

Photo by Dana O’Connor
An Orange County Sheriff’s Office motorcade was part of the parade.

The Maynard Evans High School band breaks into a dance routine for the judges.

Photo by Dana O’Connor

Photo by Dana O’Connor

State Sen. LaVon Bracy Davis of District 15 waves to
the crowd.

Photo by Dana O’Connor

Members of the 40-plus Double Dutch Club were energized.

( Choose snacks that have less...

yt{ f&; ?b www.readingclubfun.com

C ...sugar and are better for your teeth.
yK'\ds: color_—
n stuff in! /
D

Annimills LLC © 2026 V2

healthy and bright.

\_

4 Taking care of your teeth is a )
very important job. It takes a lifetime
of good habits to keep your teeth

You know that you need to
brush and floss, but did you know /
that what you eat is important
too? A balanced diet will keep
you healthy. That alone should
give you reason to smile. Also, it
is important to remember that foods
from the dairy group - milk, yogurt,
cheese - will give you calcium
needed for strong bones and teeth.

The Job of a Lifetime!

4 Gee, the dentist
won't let us get away
QNith anything.

Read the clues to fill
in the crossword puzzle:

1. flat grinding tooth in the back of the mouth
2. tool for correcting crooked teeth

3. doctor who specializes in the care of human teeth
4. pain in a tooth, sometimes a sign of a cavity
5. sticky buildup on teeth, helps bacteria grow
6. rows of hard, bony, white structures in mouth; grind, bite

7. tool used to remove tooth decay to prepare for a filling

8. sharp front teeth - four on top, four on bottom, used for tearing
9. material used to repair a tooth that has tooth decay

10. thin outer covering that protects teeth

(" Ourfirst two teeth usually come in ) NN
after we turn 8 months old. Then, more e(\'&“e\ 5 6
teeth continue to fill in until we have a =
full set of primary teeth. 5 We lose our
first teeth as we grow and get teeth
our permanent ones. 11
8 10 gl
/
plaoue 7 9 12
Hi! We're the sy, hygienist 15 16
plaque pests. Our 0y
- . family names are 13 14
STICKY and DULL. races incisors .
- decay X[ eothache toothbrush "oun
toothpaste (Q° 17 18 Gentist N
molar
filling | bet that A
So, the news set their 11. mineral treatment that repairs tooth enamel

story said the crook
lied through his teeth

to his gang.

teeth on

12. clean teeth twice a day using this
13. waxed, silky string used to clean between teeth
14. gel or paste used with toothbrush to clean teeth
15. little hole in a tooth (due to bacteria)
16. “eating away” of teeth by acids, causes a cavity
17. the part of the tooth seen inside the mouth
18. person who cleans and checks teeth
19. a way for the dentist to take a picture inside

the teeth, even behind the gums
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Apopka boys hold off Ocoee, 52-44

Blue Darters win
fourth straight
behind Andino’s
extra minutes

By Vinnie Cammarano
Reporter

The Apopka Blue Dart-
ers continued to grind
through a demanding week
with district play Friday
night, knocking off Ocoee
52-44 despite being short-
handed and tested late.

Apopka entered the
matchup without two key
contributors, as Xavier Bell
remained sidelined after suf-
fering an injury Monday,
while Jarquavion McClain
continued to nurse an injury
from the Wekiva game. Still,
the Blue Darters showed lit-
tle sign of fatigue, building
on momentum from back-
to-back wins over Lake
Minneola, 69-56; and East
Ridge, 45-39, earlier in the
week.

Jaden Andino got a big
boost in minutes and had a
much larger role this game.
He opened the scoring on
Apopka’s second possession
with a corner 3.

Coach Scott Williams
praised Andino’s ability to
step up.

“Jaden’s always been
a young man that we felt is
going to be really good in
our program, but this current
stretch continues to give us
more and more confidence,”
he said.

The Apopka crowd trav-
eled well and made its pres-
ence felt, erupting after a
Trent Jean ankle-breaker and
Noah Ferrer pull-up jumper.

Jacques Evariste is fouled on his layup attempt against Ocoee.

Ocoee answered with free
throws, but Andino respond-
ed again at the line, pushing
the Blue Darters ahead 7-2
and forcing an early Ocoee
timeout with 4:10 remaining
in the first quarter.

After an Ocoee buck-
et inside, Andino continued
his hot start, floating one in
from the baseline off another
Jean assist. Defense dictat-
ed much of the quarter, but
Apopka closed strong when
Rafi Betancourt found Xavi-
er Freeman in the corner for
a 3, sending the Blue Dart-
ers into the break with a 12-4
lead.

Evariste opened the sec-
ond quarter by drawing a
foul and converting both
free throws, though Ocoee
answered with a 3 and two
more from the line to cut into
the margin. After a loose-

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Zee Davis fights for an offensive rebound.

ball scramble and an Apop-
ka timeout, Andino found
space again in the corner and
buried another triple. The
pace quickened as Ocoee at-

tacked the rim, but Evariste
countered with a strong fin-
ish through contact and a

BASKETBALL, B2

Apopka boys soccer season ends in

Lake Brantley
upsets Blue Darters

By Vinnie Cammarano
Reporter

Apopka’s soccer season
came to a crushing end Tues-
day night, as Lake Brantley
upset the Blue Darters 2-0
in the opening round of the
Class 7A District 3 playoffs
at Wekiva.

In a rematch of an even-
ly played 2-2 draw just eight
days earlier, the postseason
meeting told a very different
story.

“We just lost focus,”
Apopka head coach Bil-
ly Willier said. “They were
too emotional from min-
ute one, they were just very
nervy players tonight. We
were hoping the classroom
film work would settle them
down, but it didn’t seem to
work today. Take nothing
away from Lake Brantley
— they played an excellent
game.”

Apopka entered the
match as the district’s No.
4 seed at 7-5-4, while Lake
Brantley, the No. 5 seed,
came in at 1-10-4. Despite
the disparity in records, Wil-
lier expected a tight battle,
especially after the teams’
recent draw. The Blue Dart-
ers even spent time review-
ing film from that match —
something they had rarely
done this season — hoping
it would help them clean up
mistakes and play more con-
nected soccer.

Instead, Lake Brantley
struck immediately.

Just four minutes in, the

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Landon Carter looks for a counter attack.

Patriots earned a corner kick
and capitalized, sending a
ball into the box that found
the back of the net to make it
1-0. Apopka struggled to set-
tle after the early goal, with
both teams battling for pos-
session and searching for
through-ball  opportunities
that never quite materialized.

Lake Brantley doubled
the lead in the 17th minute,
controlling possession inside
the box before finishing from
a tight angle on the right side,
sneaking a shot inside the
near post for a 2-0 advantage.
At the water break, Lake
Brantley head coach Ewan
Lindo called for his group to
regroup and focus on staying
connected.

From there, the Patriots
were content to sit back, con-
trol their defensive third, and
bleed the clock.

Apopka couldn’t register
a single shot on goal before
halftime, unable to break
through a disciplined Lake
Brantley back line. Things

became even more difficult
early in the second half when
Apopka committed a bad
tackle under pressure, result-
ing in a red card and forc-
ing the Blue Darters to play
a man down.

Eight minutes into the
half, Apopka created pres-
sure, earning a corner kick.
Estevao Amarl delivered a
perfectly placed corner into
the box that bounced dan-
gerously and nearly resulted
in Apopka’s first goal of the
night. The Blue Darters saw
more possession, but long
runs and final passes contin-
ued to fall just short.

Defensively, Garrett Per-
fater anchored the back line,
repeatedly shutting down
Lake Brantley through-ball
attempts and keeping Apop-
ka within striking distance.
Amarl nearly sparked life
with 11 minutes remaining,
curling a beautiful free kick
from the left side toward the
far post, but no Blue Darter
was there to finish it.

first round

Down a man and facing
a two-goal deficit, Apopka
simply ran out of time.

Senior captain and lead-
ing scorer David Campana
reflected on both the match
and his final season in blue.

“It was a really good sea-
son for us,” Campana said.
“But in the last few games,
we lost our minds a little bit.
We were arguing in the mid-
field, and we didn’t practice
well. In the second half of
this game ,we were good, but
we got one man down, and
you can’t play like that.”

Despite the disappoint-
ment, Campana took pride
in his senior year as the top
scorer for the Darters.

“It was amazing,” he
said. “Everybody congratu-
lated me and was very hap-
py with me. It was my se-
nior year, so I'm done here,
but I’'m going to keep play-
ing with my club now. This
season was really good.”

While the playoff exit
stung, Willier emphasized
the bigger picture.

“One of our goals was to
have a positive season,” he
said. “Last year, we didn’t.
This year, we accomplished
that. Obviously, we wanted to
get to the district finals, and
that didn’t happen tonight, but
overall I'm very pleased and
proud of the guys.”

With a large group of
players expected to return,
including several JV contrib-
utors who saw time Tuesday,
Willier remains optimistic.

“I think they were start-
ing to click,” he said. “Get-

BOYS SOCCER, B2

Apopka girls soccer
shuts out Ocoee

Blue Darters win
8-0 behind hat trick
from Ava Croeze

By Vinnie Cammarano
Reporter

The Apopka Blue Dart-
ers hosted round one of the
Class 7A District 3 tourna-
ment and rolled past fifth-
seeded Ocoee, 8-0, Tues-
day night to advance to the
second round.

“We have a great group
of girls and the whole thing
is for them to come in men-
tally ready,” Sangster said
after the match. “Remember

who we are, because once
you know that, then you
know who and what you’re
playing for. AndI think
that’s been the message this
whole time.”

Apopka wasted no time
turning that mindset into
goals. On the opening run
of the match, the Blue Dart-
ers earned their first corner
kick. After the initial at-
tempt was cleared, the ball
found Sydney Chandler on
the right side, who played it
back to Jillian Kurz nearly
25 yards out. Kurz unload-
ed a perfectly struck shot that

GIRLS SOCCER, B3

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

The Blue Darters celebrate the game-winning goal from Ava

Croeze.

Nailbiter closes Wekiva’s
historic soccer season

Horizon surprises
Mustangs, 3-2

By Vinnie Cammarano
Reporter

Wekiva’s season came
to a tough end Wednes-
day night, falling 3-2 on
the road to Horizon in the
opening round of the Class
6A District 4 boys soccer
playoffs, a game that swung
wildly and asked every-
thing of the Mustangs until
the final whistle.

“Regardless of what
happened in this second
half of the season, it doesn’t
define what we’ve accom-
plished,” Wekiva coach
Jordain James said, refer-
ring to the Mustangs’ pro-
gram-record win total. The
team lost its last five games
but still finished the season
11-7-1.

“I'm very proud of
them,” he said. “Great sea-
son.”

The fifth-seeded Mus-
tangs wasted no time show-
ing they were ready for the
moment, even after an early
punch from the fourth-seed-
ed Hawks (4-8-6). Horizon
struck just one minute into
the match, taking advan-
tage of space in the opening
buildup to grab a 1-0 lead
before Wekiva could settle
in.

That lead lasted less
than two minutes.

On Wekiva’s first sus-

tained push forward, Har-
old Jimenez found an open-
ing in the third minute and
buried the equalizer, fin-
ishing calmly to bring the
Mustangs level at 1-1.

Senior goalkeeper Se-
bastian Galves was test-
ed early and often in goal,
making an early save before
Ricardo Garcia forced Ho-
rizon’s keeper into action
with a rushed shot around
the 14-minute mark. By
the first water break, pos-
session was nearly even,
but Wekiva began to look
sharper to loose balls and
quicker in transition.

The Mustangs contin-
ued hunting through balls,
but several promising runs
rolled just a step too far into
the goalkeeper’s hands. Ho-
rizon answered with a free
kick from midfield with 11
minutes left in the half, but
Galves denied the scorch-
ing shot.

Wekiva nearly grabbed
the lead late in the half
when a long ball found Gar-
cia, who slipped Jimenez

through  the defense.
Jimenez ripped a shot on
frame, but the Horizon

keeper made a diving save
to keep the match tied. The
teams hit halftime locked
at 1-1, with Wekiva feeling
confident.

“We just need to con-
nect one more pass and get

WEKIVA SOCCER, B3
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Nathaniel Ellis dribbles through the slide tackle.
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Specks rewarding anglers on area chains, lakes

Hello Folks,

If you’ve been waitin’
for the specks to start bitin’...
I’ve got news for ya: they’re
bitin’. I’'m gettin’ lots of re-
ports that the specks are bi-
tin’ in just about all the major
chains and lakes in our area.

The reports comin’ out
of the St. Johns River has
been excellent and folks are
catchin’ lots of specks in Lake
Woodruff. Lots of specks
bein’ caught in the 2-pound
range. Limits of specks are
bein’ caught almost every
day. The specks are bitin’ in
Lake Monroe.

The Get Hook’d Bass and

GOIN’
FISHIN’

Jim Keck

E R Correspondent
L

Crappie tournament was held
last weekend on Lake Mon-
roe. There were lots of anglers
fishin’ the tournament. Con-
grats to the team of the Pride
Boys who weighed in 10.68
pounds of specks to win the
crappie division. And, con-
grats to the team of the Co-

coa Boys who won the Bass
Division with 20.43 pounds.
Of course, congrats to all the
teams that fished this tourna-
ment and to all the anglers,
whether you made it to the
leaderboard or not. Everyone
enjoyed a great day on the wa-
ter.

The bass fishin® down
in Palm Bay at the Headwa-
ters is showin’ out. One of the
guides down there took some
clients out for 5 hours. They
caught 48 bass, with multi-
ple 5-pounders. bein’ caught.
Folks, that is some great fish-
in’ in anybody’s book!

The bass fishin’ on the

Harris Chain is gettin’ better
each week. With these cold
fronts comin’ to town, it’s
gonna keep the bass in a lit-
tle deeper water until the shal-
low water warms up. Once the
water warms up, we’ll see lots
of bass goin’ shallow to bed.
There are some male bass
startin’ to make some beds,
but these cold fronts will pull
‘em back out for just a while.

We have a full moon the
first weekend of February,
and that should bring some
bass back to shallow water
to spawn. The bass fishin’ on
the Butler Chain is still doin’
good. Lots of small bass are

bein’ caught on slow sinkin’
Senko type baits, lipless
crankbaits, and swim-jigs. A
few bigger bass are startin’ to
bite on the chain.

West Lake Toho bass
fishin’ has been pretty good,
as well. Some big bass are
bein’ caught on shiners
around the Kissimmee grass
and along the edge of the hy-
drilla clumps. I got a report
from the Clermont Chain this
week. The water temperature
is down a little, but the bass
fishin’ is pickin’ up.

Just a reminder that on
January 31st, there will be a
kids’ fishin’ rodeo at the pond

located at Highland Park Fish
Camp. You need to get your
tickets prior to this event, be-
cause there’s only a limited
number of tickets. It’s a free
event for children 12 years old
and younger.

Signup is between 8:30
and 9 a.m. The tournament
goes from 9 until 11 a.m.

Well, folks, that’s it for
this week. I hope you get a
chance to do some fishin’ this
weekend, and I sure hope to
see you on the water real soon.

Tip of the week: Specks
are bitin’!

SAVE A FEW AND
GOOD LUCK!

BOYS SOCCER

FROM B1

BASKETBALL

FROM B1

ting that extra year to-
gether is going to be nice.
I think we’ll have a good

balanced team, and I'm
excited to see what the fu-
ture holds.”

Estevao Amarai curves a free kick into the box.

Garrett Perfater cuts off a defender and steals the ball.

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

completed three-point play.

Apopka’s ball movement con-
tinued to pay off. After a missed 3,
Betancourt grabbed an offensive re-
bound and skipped the ball cross-
court to Andino, who drilled yet an-
other corner 3. Ocoee responded with
back-to-back deep triples, trimming
the lead to 24-17 and energizing the
crowd.

Betancourt answered with a 3 of
his own off an outlet pass, forcing
another Ocoee timeout. Following
an inbound violation on the Knights,
Trent Jean found Amare Wilson on
the wing for a deep 3, closing the half
with Apopka firmly in control, 32-17.

Ocoee opened the second half by
getting to the line, but Zee Davis an-
swered immediately with a corner 3.
After a brief lull and a pair of turn-
overs, Ferrer jumped a passing lane
and tossed ahead to Jean, who found
Davis for his second straight long ball.
Ocoee again fought back with an and-
one, but Andino answered once more
from the corner for his fourth 3. Alex
Congdon added his first points on a
pull-up jumper, and Apopka main-
tained a 43-32 advantage heading into
the fourth.

Ocoee applied heavy pressure
to start the final quarter, but Apopka
handled it well. Jean dribbled through
a trap and delivered a pinpoint skip
pass to Freeman for a layup, and
Evariste followed by cleaning up a
blocked shot for two more. Ocoee re-
sponded with a 3, then capitalized on
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turnovers and second-chance points
to cut the deficit to single digits.

With the Knights threatening,
Apopka called timeout at 49-42. After
another Ocoee trip to the line made it
49-44, Jean delivered another beauti-
ful pass, finding Freeman in the cor-
ner for a clutch 3.

Evariste then delivered a cru-
cial block on the defensive end, and
Apopka managed the clock efficiently
from there, bleeding nearly a full min-
ute in one long possession that includ-
ed fouls. Neither team scored again,
sealing the 52-44 Blue Darter victory.

Williams hopes this run could be
what establishes confidence in a deep
roster.

“What you hope after you get
through the injuries and are back to
full heath, is that your club is now
deeper and more equipped to have
different guys step up when it matters
the most.”

Andino led all scorers with 16
points, adding four rebounds and two
steals. Evariste finished with nine
points, four rebounds, and a key late
block, while Jean orchestrated the of-
fense with nine assists to go along
with four rebounds and two steals.
Both teams struggled with turnovers
in the second half, but Apopka’s ex-
ecution in key moments helped seal
the game.

The win marked Apopka’s fourth
straight and improved the Blue Dart-
ers to 12-8 overall and 3-0 in district

play.
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Jacques Evariste hits his free throw.
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GIRLS SOCCER

FROM B1

sailed over the goalkeeper’s
outstretched hand and into the
net just 2 minutes and 40 sec-
onds in to give Apopka a 1-0
lead.

The early goal set the
tone. Apopka kept Ocoee
pinned in its own half, control-
ling possession and attacking
in waves. Near the eighth min-
ute, the Blue Darters fired two
more shots on goal, and their
pressure paid off again mo-
ments later.

Nevaeh Nguyen found
space and calmly picked out
Ava Croeze at the top of the
box. Croeze slipped a pass
through to Robyn Pickard
making a run, and Pickard
rolled a low finish past the
keeper to make it 2-0 just over
10 minutes into the match.

Apopka struck again be-
fore Ocoee could regroup.
Eighteen minutes into the
game, Ariana Obregon carried
the ball up the left side and de-
livered a pass into the box to

Croeze, who ripped a clean
finish for her first goal of the
night, pushing the lead to 3-0.

After the water break,
Ocoee found possession in
Apopka’s defensive third for
the first time in the match, but
it was short-lived. The Blue
Darters quickly regained con-
trol, and Addison Kramer
found Nguyen outside the top
of the box. Nguyen fired a blis-
tering shot to the left side that
the goalkeeper couldn’t reach,
extending the lead to 4-0.

Apopka continued to pile
on late in the half. With 2:25
remaining before the break,
Croeze struck again, ripping
a long-range effort from the
top of the box to give the Blue
Darters a commanding 5-0 ad-
vantage at halftime.

The second half followed
the same script. Just 4 minutes
and 30 seconds in, Apopka
earned a free kick from about
25 yards out. Kramer lined it
up and drilled a shot that de-

flected off a defender and into
the goal for a 6-0 lead.

Just over a minute later,
Nguyen found space inside the
box and buried another, mak-
ing it 7-0 with more than 34
minutes still to play.

With 17:59 remaining,
Kramer rang another free
kick off the post, and Croeze
crashed to the net to finish the
rebound for her third goal of
the night, triggering the mer-
cy rule and ending the match
at 8-0.

Croeze finished with three
goals and an assist, while
Nguyen added two goals and
an assist. Pickard, Kramer and
Kurz also scored, with Kram-
er contributing two assists.
Chandler and Obregon each
recorded assists as well, help-
ing drive Apopka’s relentless
attack.

Captain Nevaeh Nguyen
was smiling throughout the
match as she enjoyed the of-
fensive outburst.
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Jillian Kurz launches a
perfectly placed shot from
25 yards out for the first
goal.

“I had a lot of fun,” Nguy-
en said. “It was great to be out
here with my team and score
as many goals as we did, es-
pecially on this field since it’s
our last home game.”

As a top two goalscorer
for Apopka, she’s happy she
had this opportunity.

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Nevaeh Nguyen having fun as she crosses up defenders.

“It’s awesome because
I don’t usually get to do this
during club,” she added. “I'm
a center back, so it’s great to
be able to contribute to this
team.”

With the win, Apopka ad-
vances to the second round of
the district tournament, where
it will face top-seeded Lake
Mary (13-2-1). Lake Mary
won last year’s state champi-

onships and currently sits sixth
in the national rankings.

“I think they know it’s
going to be a difficult one,”
Sangster said. “We have to
make sure that we work to-
gether, communicate, attack
and defend as a team. Hope-
fully we can catch them on a
counter. We just have to come
up with the right game plan
and compete.”

WEKIVA SOCCER

FROM B1

another in the net,” James
said at the break.

Wekiva did exactly that
coming out of halftime.

Just 51 seconds into the
second half, a through ball
found Garcia in stride. He
beat the defense and fin-
ished one-on-one with the
goalkeeper to give Wekiva a
2-1 lead and quiet the home
crowd.

Horizon answered with
pressure of its own, firing
two shots that Galves turned
away with point-blank saves.
The senior goalkeeper stood
tall, doing everything he
could to extend his high
school career.

“l always give ev-
erything for the coaches,
the players, and the fans,”
Galves said. “At the end of
the day, we give our all for
each other.”

Horizon broke through
in the 50th minute, when a
long-range strike sailed just
over Galves’ outstretched

hand and into the perfect
spot to tie the match at 2-2.
Three minutes later, Wekiva
conceded a handball in the
box, resulting in a penalty
kick and a yellow card — but
Galves caught a break as the
shot rattled off the crossbar.

The momentum shifted
again just before the second-
half water break. Horizon
sent a cross into the box and
finished cleanly to take a 3-2
lead with 30 seconds remain-
ing before the break.

Ricardo Garcia and Na-
thaniel Ellis urged their team-
mates to keep their heads up,
reminding them there was
still time.

Out of the break, Wekiva
pressed. David Bohdert drew
a free kick from the left side,
bending a dangerous ball
near post that the keeper de-
flected away. Moments lat-
er, Galves tipped a blistering
Horizon shot off the crossbar
to keep the Mustangs alive.
Though three goals were on
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Ricardo Garcia deflects a shot off the keeper.

the board, Galves stood on
his head with consecutive
epic saves throughout the
match.

The final blow came
with 10 minutes left, when
Wekiva was reduced to 10
men after a second yellow
card resulted in a red. Even
down a man, the Mustangs
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continued to push, creating
one final chance that was
saved before the whistle end-
ed the match.

“We had some defensive
mistakes,” James said. “My
midfield opened up again...
and that’s been our Achilles
heel this season.”

Despite the loss, Galves

Photo by Vinnie Cammarano

Sebastian Galves boots the ball downfield.

reflected with pride on a his-
toric season.

“It feels amazing,” he
said. “Knowing I did it with
this group is incredible.”

Galves, who plans to
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“Therefore, with minds
that are alert and fully
scher, set your hope on
the grace to be brought
to you when Jesus
Christ is revealed at
his coming."

—1 Peter 1:13

serve in the Navy after high
school, leaves behind the
most successful season in
program history — and a
team that never stopped
fighting until the very end.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

To submit an event, you can email
them to news@theapopkachief.com.

Friday, Jan. 23

Friday Nights at the Morse
4 p.m. at 445 N. Park Ave.,
Winter Park

Free evening admission to the
Morse Museum.

Winter Fest 2026

5 p.m. at 861 Maitland Ave.,
Altamonte Springs

Free family festival with food,
games, and live entertainment.

16th Annual Polaris Star Awards
5:30 p.m. at 11184 S. Apopka-
Vineland Road, Orlando

Annual awards ceremony and
reception.

The 8th Annual Empowering
Night of Laughter

6 p.m. at 100 S. Eola Drive,
Suite 100, Orlando

All-female comedy showcase.

Opening Reception: The
Situated Body

6:30 p.m. at 210 W. Packwood
Ave., Maitland

Opening reception for a
contemporary art exhibition.

Courtesy of AFSP

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention’s (AFSP) 2026 Orlando
Out of the Darkness Community Walk will take place, Feb. 7, in Baldwin
Park. The annual walk raises funds and awareness for suicide prevention,
mental health education, and support for survivors of suicide loss.

Celtic Nova and Friends
7 p.m. at 1042 N. Mills Ave.,
Orlando

Celtic rock performance.

Emo Night Karaoke

8 p.m. at 1490 E. Buena Vista
Drive, Lake Buena Vista
All-ages karaoke night.

Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza

10 a.m. at 338 E. Lyman Ave.,
Winter Park

Hands-on pipe organ experience
for young musicians.

Portrait Drawing Workshop
10 a.m. at 805 W. Central Blvd.,
Suite A, Orlando

In-person portrait sketching

Romance authors discuss Latinx
representation. Registration is
required.

Saturday Sounds with

The Spazmatics

5 p.m. at 3710 Jason Dwelley
Parkway, Apopka

Live outdoor concert.

Candles & Cocktails

6 p.m. at 975 W. Fairbanks Ave.,
Orlando

Candle-making experience with
cocktails.

Detours International
Film Festival

6:30 p.m. at 5901 Hazeltine
National Drive, Orlando
Short film screenings.

Line Dancing

6:30 p.m. at 36 E. 5th St., Apopka
Beginner-friendly line dancing.
ICMF: Gurvich-Zuniga Quartet
7:30 p.m. at 2000 S. Summerlin
Ave., Orlando

Contemporary jazz performance.

Sunday, Jan. 25

Sunday Run at The Salty
8 a.m. at 3025 Corrine Dr., Orlando
Easy group run with a free donut

Cat yoga, tarot readings, and
rescue cat cuddles.

TheXpos Wedding Expo

& Bridal Show

11:30 a.m. at Ocoee Lakeshore
Center, Ocoee

Wedding inspiration, vendors, and
fashion.

Javier Pérez

1 p.m. at 4939 Rock Springs Road,
Apopka

Live music spanning rock, pop, and
Latin styles.

Anne & Emmett — One Act
Performance

2 p.m. at 11184 S. Apopka-Vineland
Road, Orlando

Educational play exploring history,
tolerance, and memory.

Plant Hanger Workshop

2 p.m. at 1920 N. Forest Ave.,
Orlando

Create your own macrameé plant
hanger.

GriefShare: Loss of Spouse

or Partner

2 p.m. at 4851 S. Apopka Vineland
Road, Orlando

Support program for those grieving

Lucy Prebble’s “The Effect”
8 p.m. at 1220 Oviedo Mall Blvd.,

Sip and Savor Wine and

Buffet Cruise

6:30 p.m. at 433 N. Palmetto Ave.,
Sanford

Sunset cruise with wine tasting
and ltalian buffet.

Oviedo

Sanford
Bobby Jo Valentine Concert
7 p.m. at 5151 Lake Howell Road,
Winter Park
Folk-pop concert and storytelling.

Contemporary theater performance.

Darryl Worley Live
8 p.m. at 1200 S. French Ave.,

Live country music.

Saturday, Jan. 24

workshop.

Messy Craft 1st Birthday Party
11 a.m. at 1595 Meeting Place,

Orlando

fun.

Orlando

Birding Park Workday

Chico Bean

7 p.m. at 9101 International Drive,
Suite 2310, Orlando

Stand-up comedy. 21+.

workday.

9 a.m. at 2851 Lust Rd., Apopka
Volunteer habitat restoration

Signing

3 p.m. at 1052 W. Morse Blvd.,

Winter Park

Crafts, giveaways, and open studio

Bonsai & Cheers
2 p.m. at 1121 N. Mills Ave.,

Bonsai workshop with drinks.

for registered runners.
Blood Drive
Road, Orlando

pressure screening.

Mommy and Me Tea Time
10 a.m. at 601 N. Orlando Ave.,

Suite 203, Maitland

parents and children.

Latinx Representation Panel &

Fortunes & Familiars

Suite 4, Orlando

8 a.m. at 4851 S. Apopka Vineland

Donate and receive a free blood

Sunday morning tea party for

11 a.m. at 2500 Curry Ford Road,

a spouse or partner.

Sourdough Pizza Workshop

5:15 p.m. at 324 N. Park Ave.,
Winter Park

Hands-on sourdough pizza-making
experience.

Monday, Jan. 26

Cold Weather Preparedness Kits
for Seniors

11 a.m. at 814 W. Oak Ridge Rd.,
Orlando

Drive-thru distribution of cold-
weather kits for seniors, while
supplies last.

No-fuss meals with tilapia, tortilla soup, and magic cake

Diana from Little
Sunny  Kitchen.com,
says, “Pan Fried Tila-
pia might be the quick-
est, easiest main dish |
have! Thin tilapia fillets
cook so quickly in a
single pan with just some olive oil and sim-
ple seasonings. No breading needed! En-
joy this flaky, tender fish with mashed pota-
toes_and your family’s favorite veggies.

Maegan at BakerMama.com, says,
“This homemade take on Chick-fil-As Chick-
en Tortilla Soup tastes even better than the
original and you can enjoy it year-round and
even on Sundays!” We have Maegan’s rec-
ipe for “taste-alike” Chick-fil-A Chicken Tor-
tilla Soup!” We are taking full advantage of
Maegan’s recipe!

From Paula Deen’s website, here is a
wonderful recipe from Paula’s son, Bobby
Deen, who has long been an essential in-
gredient in the recipes that has made his
mother an American cooking icon. This rec-
ipe for Brussels Sprouts sounds easy, yet
bacon will really dress it up for your special
occasions.

Paths of Sunshine, a collection of rec-
ipes put out by The Florida Federation of
Garden Clubs in 1988, has some wonderful
recipes for us. One of them is Amish Magic
Cake; it will become a favorite of yours once
you try it.

PAN FRIED TILAPIA
Submitted by Diana of
Little Sunny Kitchen.com

EQUIPMENT NEEDED:
12-inch non stick skillet
Fish spatula
INGREDIENTS:
3 6-ounce tilapia fillets (thawed if frozen)
2 tablespoons olive oil
1/2 teaspoon smoked paprika
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon salt ....
or....
1 teaspoon kosher salt
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper

Tilapia Fillets: This recipe will work
with tilapia fillets or tilapia loins which are
a trimmed version of the fillet that just in-
cludes the thickest parts. If you're using fro-
zen tilapia, let it thaw overnight before cook-

ing.

Olive Oil: This allows us to cook the
fish in a pan without any sticking, and helps
the seasonings to adhere to the tilapia well.

Salt and Pepper: Simple seasonings
make the fish taste good.

Smoked Paprika and Garlic Pow-
der: For more flavor, these two spices are
perfect! The paprika also gives a smoky
flavor and nice color to the fish.
DIRECTIONS:

1) Prep The Fish: Use paper towels to
prepare the fish so that it's as dry as pos-
sible. This will help with browning. Drizzle
half of the olive oil over the fish, and then
season with smoked paprika, garlic powder,
salt, and pepper on both sides. 2) Heat the
Pan: It's important to heat the pan before
adding the filets. Use a non-stick pan, and
heat over medium heat with a tablespoon
of olive oil. 3) Pan Fry Tilapia: When the oil
is hot, add the fish fillets to the pan. Don't
overcrowd them — work in batches if need-
ed. Sear for 3-4 minutes per side until the
fish is opaque and cooked through.

Tip! Keep it Warm! The fish only takes
a few minutes to cook, so it may be done
before everything else is! Remove it from
the pan onto a plate, and cover with foil to
keep it warm and ready to serve.

Recipe Tips: 1) Use a Non-Stick
Pan. Without a non-stick pan, your fish
WILL stick to the pan. While this won't af-
fect the flavor of your fish, it will make it very
difficult to remove it from the pan without it
breaking into pieces. 2) Don’t crowd the
pan. You can easily make more or fewer fil-
lets, but be sure that you only cook as many
as will fit comfortably in a single layer in the
pan. Work in batches if needed. 3) Get a
Fish Spatula. If you don't already have one
of these, you don’t know what you are miss-
ing! The long, slotted spatula allows you to
lift a whole fish fillet to flip it over. 4) Keep
It Simple. Feel free to add seasonings that
you enjoy to this recipe, but don't overdo
it. Too many spices can overwhelm tilapia.
Lemon pepper seasoning is always tasty
with fish!

Lemon Butter Sauce for Tilapia:

Pan-fried tilapia is flavorful and perfect on
its own, but you can whip up a rich buttery
sauce to drizzle over it to make it fancy and
decadent! | use this same sauce on my Air
Fryer Salmon, but it's a simple mixture that
works on shrimp, fish, chicken, and more! In a

saucepan, mix together 3 tablespoons butter,
2 cloves of minced garlic, 2 tablespoons fresh
lemon juice, and 2 tablespoons of vegetable
stock or dry white wine. Simmer until the mix-
ture reduces by about half and creates a fra-
grant, savory sauce!

CHICK-FIL-A’S CHICKEN
TORTILLA SOUP
Contributed by Maegan
at BakerMama.com
INGREDIENTS:
Canola oil
White onion
Garlic
Cumin
Dried oregano
Kosher salt
Canned cannellini beans, undrained,
separated
Canned diced tomatoes with green chil-
ies (such as Rotel), undrained
Canned cream-style corn
Canned whole kernel corn, undrained
Canned black beans, undrained
Rotisserie chicken
Lime
Tortilla strips or chips, for serving
DIRECTIONS:

1) Heat canola oil in a large pot over
medium heat. Add chopped onion and
minced garlic. Let saute for about 5 min-
utes until onions become translucent. Stir in
cumin, oregano and salt. 2) Meanwhile, pu-
ree 2 cans of cannellini beans in a blend-
er until smooth. Do not drain beans of lig-
uid before blending. 3) Add pureed beans,
remaining can of cannellini beans, 2 cans
diced tomatoes with green chilies, cream-
style corn, whole kernel corn, black beans,
and shredded chicken to onion mixture in
pot. (Do not drain any cans of their lig-
uid.) Stir to combine. 4) Let soup simmer
over medium heat until heated all the way
through. Add juice of 1 lime and season with
salt to taste before serving. Serve with tor-
tilla strips or chips. 5) Store leftovers in the
refrigerator in an airtight container for up to
5 days. 6) Let the soup cool completely and
then store in a freezer-safe sealed container
in the refrigerator first until it's cold and then
in the freezer for up to 3 months. 7) Defrost
in the refrigerator overnight before reheat-
ing and enjoying it. 8) So, get your soup on
year-round and save yourself a trip through

the drive-thru with this yummy chicken torti-
lla soup! 9) Enjoy!

BOBBY’S BACON AND
BRUSSELS SPROUTS
From Paula Deen’s website
INGREDIENTS:
6 slices bacon
1-1/2 pounds trimmed and quartered
Brussels sprouts
1 pinch Kosher salt to taste
1 pinch black pepper to taste

DIRECTIONS:

Add sliced bacon to a large non-stick
skillet over medium high heat. When the
fat has begun to render, toss in Brussels
sprouts and sauté until crisp, about 6 min-
utes. Season the Brussels sprouts to taste
with salt and pepper.

AMISH MAGIC CAKE
Recipe from Paths of Sunshine

CAKE:
1 cup quick cooking oatmeal
1/2 cup butter
1-1/2 cups boiling water
1 cup white sugar
1 cup brown sugar
1-1/2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon vanilla
2 eggs

In large mixing bowl, combine oatmeal,
butter, and boiling water. Mix well, and let
cool. When cool, add rest of ingredients; mix
well, and pour into a 13- x 9-inch greased
pan and bake at 350 degrees for 35 to 40
minutes.
TOPPING:
1/2 cup butter
1 cup brown sugar
1 cup coconut
1 cup chopped nuts
1 teaspoon vanilla

In saucepan, bring butter and brown
sugar to a boil. Add coconut, nuts, and va-
nilla. Pour topping on cake while cake is hot.
Place under broiler until lightly brown or un-
til bubbly.
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Holler-Classic o
Family of Dealerships

Buy Smart — Be Happy® Finally. A better way to buy a car.

Our Best Price First, Commission-Free 5-Day / 300-Mile
Pure and Simple ® 5y Sales Money Back Guarantee

Holler Honda

HONDA Buy Smart — Be Happy®

NEW YEAR,
NEW HONDA

OVER 600 VEHICLES IN STOCK! OVER 150 TO CHOOSE FROM!

2026 HONDA 2026 HONDA
Civic Sport CRV EX 2WD

Lease For $149/MO* or NO PAYMENTS LEASE FOR $169/MO* or NO PAYMENTS
FOR 24 MONTHS, $3.999 Dawn UMTIL APRIL 2026 FiOR 24 WOMN | HS, $4,5995 Do, UMTIL APRIL 2026
10,000 MILESYEAR. 10,000 MILES YEAR.

Vehicle photos are for iBustration purposes only and may not reflect exact vehicle color or trim. Color upcharge may apply. Restrictions apply. 2026 Honda Ciciv Sport lease: 3149'month plus tax far 24 months, 10,000 miles per yoar with $3,9%8 down plus tax, tag,
registration, and $999 dealer fee, or No Payments until April 2026. $7144 total out of pocket. Must qualify for Honda loyalty or conguest incentive, 2026 Hohda CRY EX ZWD lease: S168/month plus tax for 24 months, 10,000 miles per year with $4,999 down plus tax,
tag, registration, and $858 dealer fee, or Mo Payments until Apeil 2026, Total out of pocket $8242. Must qualify for Honda loyalty or conguest incentive. Onc offor par custamar. All affers available with approved credit for well-qualified buyers. Met valld with any other

offers or discounts, See dealer for complete details. Offer mxpires 020272026

221 N. Semoran Blvd.
Orlando, FL 32807

& Holler Hyundai

HYUNDAI Buy Smart — Be Happy*

HollerHonda.com 407-629-1234

NEW YEAR,

OVER 600 VEHICLES IN STOCK! OVER 150 TO CHOOSE FROM!

2026 HYUNDAI 2026 HYUNDAI S ooy
ELANTRA SE FWD TUCSON SE PROGRAM

Lease For $189/MO* R  Finance witH 3.99% APR* LEASE FOR $259/MO* OR FNancewTH 0.99% APR’
1239 MON 5 52450 i OGO MOMTHS FOR ZE ROM T HS, $4,59595 Do, FOR 60 MONTHS
15200 MILESSYEAR. 10,000 MILESYEAS.

Wehlgle photos are Ter lustration purposes anly and mey not reflect exact wehlele colen or tlim, Coler upcharge may apply. Restrictions apply. 2025 Elantra SE FWD Spart lease: 188 month plus tax for 38 manths, 10,000 miles per year with 54,499 down plus tax, tag,
registratian, and $995 doaler foo. or finoncoo ot 3.95% APR up to &0 manths. 2028 Tucson SE leasar $2 8% manth plus tax far 3é meonths, 10,000 miles per yoar with $4,959 down plus tak, tag. registration. and $599 dealer fee, or finance at 0.95%% APR up to 80 months.
Cne offer per customer. All offers evailsble with approved credit for well-qualifisd buyers. Mot valid with any other offers or discounts. Se= dealer for complete details, Offer expires 02022026,

150 N. Orlando Ave.
Winter Park, FL 32739

o= @rme» NO PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS!

Sanford Winter Park LARGE INVENTORY OF OVER

NEW YEAR, 600 cARS, TRUCKS & SUVS TO CHOOSE FROM
NEW CAR -

HollerHyundai.com 407-628-4343

pproved credit through preferred lender. Offers valid O4W01/2026

Driver’s Mart Sanford Driver's Mart Winter Park
105 N, Oregon St. 1970 SR 436 Sanford: 407-646-3500

Sanford, FL 32771 Winter Park, FL 32792 Winter Park: 407-645-1234

AR _ Store Locator @ 7

COLD ALERT Y 4 .
# WARNING ]
Temperatures are expected 1o drop significantly = N && Sanford

1o rmiSSi a— = 4

Winter i'-‘url-c 434
3 Holler Honda 46
Buy Smart — Be Happy®
4 ™~
. 4 2
4 Holler Hyundai D), W S
Buy Smart — Be Happy© el 426
Apopka’s Neighbors — 3
Just 25 Minutes Down the Road! 50 50
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The Apopka Chief

LEGAL ADVERTISING
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:

BARTLETT TOWING, INC gives notice that
on 02/12/2026 at 08:30 AM the following
vehicle(s) may be sold by public sale at
2252 APOPKA BLVD, STE B, APOPKA,
FL 327083 to satisfy the lien for the amount
owed on each vehicle for any recovery,
towing, or storage services charges and
administrative fees allowed pursuant to
Florida statute 713.78.

2007 INFI

JNKBV61F77M820738

Publish: The Apopka Chief

January 23, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:

BARTLETT TOWING, INC gives notice that
on 02/16/2026 at 08:30 AM the following
vehicle(s) may be sold by public sale at
2252 APOPKA BLVD, STE B, APOPKA,
FL 327083 to satisfy the lien for the amount
owed on each vehicle for any recovery,
towing, or storage services charges and
administrative fees allowed pursuant to
Florida statute 713.78.

2005 CHEV

1GCHC29U35E105024

Publish: The Apopka Chief

January 23, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-003656-0

Division

IN RE: ESTATE OF

BEVERLY J CHARLTON

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Beverly
J Charlton, deceased, whose date of
death was September 26, 2025, is pending
in the Circuit Court for Orange County,
Florida, Probate Division, the address of
which is Clerk’s Office / Probate, Orange
County Courthouse - #355, P. O. Box 4994,
Orlando, FL 32802-4994. The names and
addresses of the personal representative
and the personal representative’s attorney
are set forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this
notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate must file their claims with
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

The personal representative has no duty
to discover whether any property held at
the time of the decedent’s death by the
decedent or the decedent’s surviving
spouse is property to which the Florida
Uniform Disposition of Community Property
Rights at Death Act as described in ss.
732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, applies,
or may apply, unless a written demand is
made by a creditor as specified under s.
732.2211, Florida Statutes. The written
demand must be filed with the clerk.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS
SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER

THE DECEDENT'’S DATE OF DEATH IS
BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is
January 23, 2026.

Personal Representative:

William J. McLeod.

P.O. Box 950

Apopka, Florida 32703

Attorney for Personal Representative:
William J. McLeod

Attorney

Florida Bar Number: 322024

MCLEOD MCLEOD & MCLEOD PA

48 E. Main Street

APOPKA, FL 32703

Telephone: (407) 886-3300

Fax: (407) 886-0087

E-Mail: wjm @ mcleodlawfirm.com
Secondary E-Mail:
sallen@mcleodlawfirm.com

January 23, 30, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-003423-0

IN RE: ESTATE OF

IRMA ESTER SIERRA

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Irma
Ester Sierra, deceased, whose date of
death was September 17, 2024, is pending
in the Circuit Court for Orange County,
Florida, Probate Division, the address of
which is 425 N. Orange Avenue, Orlando,
Florida 32801. The names and addresses
of the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney are set
forth below.

All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this
notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate must file their claims with
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS
SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER

THE DECEDENT'’S DATE OF DEATH IS
BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is
January 16, 2026.

Personal Representative:

Jasila Velez Sierra

10700 Fairhaven Way

Orlando, Florida 32825

Attorney for Personal Representative:

/s/ John A. Morey

John A Morey, Esquire

Attorney

Florida Bar Number: 41691

250 N. Orange Ave.

Suite 1220

Orlando, FL 32801

Telephone: (407) 426-7222

Fax: (407) 426-7789

E-Mail: johnamorey @ gmail.com
Secondary E-Mail:

service @moreylawfirm.com

January 16, 23, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE
COUNTY, FLORIDA PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 2025-CP-003999-0O

IN RE: ESTATE OF

RICKY LEE KINNEY,

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of RICKY
LEE KINNEY, deceased, whose date of
death was October 18, 2025, is pending in
the Circuit Court for Orange County, Florida,
Probate Division, the address of which is
425 North Orange Avenue, Room 335,
Orlando, Florida 32801. The names and
addresses of the personal representative
and the personal representative’s attorney
are set forth below.

Al creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this
notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS

NOTICE ON THEM.

The personal representative has no duty

to discover whether any property held at
the time of the decedent’s death by the
decedent or the decedent’s surviving
spouse is property to which the Florida
Uniform Disposition of Community Property
Rights at Death Act as described in ss.
732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, applies,
or may apply, unless a written demand is
made by a creditor as specified under s.
732.2211, Florida Statutes.

All other creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate must file their claims with
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS
SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER

THE DECEDENT'’S DATE OF DEATH IS
BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is
January 16, 2026.

Personal Representative:

JOHNATHON KINNEY

518 Short Pine Circle

Orlando, Florida 32807

Attorney for Personal Representative:
DAVID W. VELIZ, ESQUIRE

Florida Bar No. 846368

DANIELLE WHITE, ESQUIRE

Florida Bar No. 1035906

VELIZ KATZ LAW

630 North Wymore Road,

Suite 330

Maitland, Florida 32751

Telephone: (407) 849-7072

Facsimile: (407) 849-7075

E-Mail: VelizKatz @ VelizKatzLaw.com
Secondary:

Isantos @ VelizKatzLaw.com

Attorney for Petitioner

January 16, 23, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-003690-O

IN RE: ESTATE OF

NANCY JEAN FREDDA

Division Probate

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Nancy
Jean Fredda, deceased, whose date of
death was September 2, 2025, is pending
in the Circuit Court for Orange County,
Florida, Probate Division, the address of
which is 425 N. Orange Avenue, Ste. 340,
Orlando, Florida 32801. The names and
addresses of the personal representative
and the personal representative’s attorney
are set forth below.

Al creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this
notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate must file their claims with
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

The personal representative has no duty
to discover whether any property held at
the time of the decedent’s death by the
decedent or the decedent’s surviving
spouse is property to which the Florida
Uniform Disposition of Community Property
Rights at Death Act as described in ss.
732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, applies,
or may apply, unless a written demand is
made by a creditor as specified under s.
732.2211, Florida Statutes. The written
demand must be filed with the clerk.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS
SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER

THE DECEDENT'’S DATE OF DEATH IS
BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is
January 16, 2026.

Personal Representative:

Amy Elizabeth Nolan

4015 Lake Mira Drive

Orlando, Florida 32817

Attorney for Personal Representative:
Michael Newman, Esq.

Florida Bar Number: 00901114

Michael Newman PLLC

1540 International Parkway,

Suite 2000

Lake Mary, Florida 32746

Telephone: (407) 204-9848

E-Mail: attynewman @ outlook.com
Secondary E-Mail:

cynthia @flestateparalegal.com

January 16, 23, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-003908-O

IN RE: ESTATE OF

ANGELA BENTLEY WALTON,
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the Estate of
ANGELA BENTLEY WALTON, whose
date of death was September 21, 2025,

is pending in the Circuit Court for Orange
County, Florida, Probate Division (File No.
2025-CP-003908-0), the address of which
is 2000 E. Michigan St., Orlando FL 32806.
The Name and address of Petitioner and
the Petitioner’s attorney are set forth below.
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT:

All persons on whom this notice is served
who have objections that challenge

the validity of the administration, the
qualifications of the petitioners, venue, or
jurisdiction of this Court are required to file
their objections with this Court WITHIN THE
LATER OF THREE MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

Al creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this
notice is served within three months after
the date of the first publication of this notice
must file their claims with this Court WITHIN
THE LATER OF THREE MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and
persons having claims or demands against
the decedent’s estate must file their claims
with this court WITHIN THREE MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS, DEMANDS AND
OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is
January 23, 2026.

Juanita Spells Houston,

Personal Representative,

1405 Golfview Dr.,

Titusville, FL 32780

Andre T. Young, ESQ.,

Attorney for Personal Representative,

The Young Law Firm

of Florida LLC,

815 N. Magnolia Ave,

Suite 200,

Orlando, FL 32803,

Telephone: 407-422-4000,

Fax: 888-767-9627,

Email: atyoung@younglawfl.com
Secondary: service @younglawfl.com
January 23, 30, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE
COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 26-CP-38

IN RE: ESTATE OF

TAMMY KRISTINA HOHLER

Division 2

Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of Tammy
Kristina Hohler, deceased, whose date of
death was December 11, 2025, is pending
in the Circuit Court for Orange County,
Florida, Probate Division, the address of
which is 425 N. Orange Avenue, Orlando,
FI 32801. The names and addresses of the
personal representative and the personal
representative’s attorney are set forth below.
Al creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this
notice is required to be served must file
their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate must file their claims with
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

The personal representative has no duty

to discover whether any property held at
the time of the decedent’s death by the
decedent or the decedent’s surviving
spouse is property to which the Florida
Uniform Disposition of Community Property
Rights at Death Act as described in ss.
732.216-732.228, Florida Statutes, applies,
or may apply, unless a written demand is
made by a creditor as specified under s.
732.2211, Florida Statutes. The written
demand must be filed with the clerk.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS
SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER

THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS
BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is
January 16, 2026.

Personal Representative:

Debra Stauffer

Debra Stauffer

4790 Lake Carlton Dr.

Mt. Dora, Florida 32757

Attorney for Personal Representative:
Linda Drew Kingston,

Attorney

Florida Bar Number: 155836

9090 Laurel Ridge Dr.,

Mt. Dora, FL 32757

Phone: (352) 901-5603

E-Mail: linda@lindakingstonlaw.com
January 16, 23, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-003889-O

IN RE: ESTATE OF

ARTHUR GIGNILLIAT PORCHER, lll
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of ARTHUR
GIGNILLIAT PORCHER, Ill, deceased,
whose date of death was October 1,

2025, is pending in the Circuit Court for
Orange County, Florida, Probate Division,
the address of which is 425 N. Orange
Avenue, Orlando, FL 32801. The names and
addresses of the personal representative
and the personal representative’s attorney
are set forth below.

Al creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate, on whom a copy of this
notice is required to be served, must file
their claims with this court ON OR BEFORE
THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands against
decedent’s estate must file their claims with
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

The personal representative has no duty

to discover whether any property held at
the time of the decedent’s death by the
decedent or the decedent’s surviving
spouse is property to which the Florida
Uniform Disposition of Community Property
Rights at Death Act as described in ss.
732.216-732.228, applies, or may apply,
unless a written demand is made by a
creditor as specified under s. 732.2211,
Florida Statutes.

ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIOD
SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER

THE DECEDENT'’S DATE OF DEATH IS
BARRED.

The date of first publication of this notice is:
January 16, 2026.

Signed on this November 26, 2025.

JULIA CALLAWAY PORCHER

Personal Representative

150 Bear Springs Drive,

Apt. 133

Winter Springs, FL 32708

Mary Merrell Bailey

Attorney for Personal Representative
Florida Bar No. 541265

Your Caring Law Firm, PLC

2323 Lee Road

Winter Park, FL 32789

Telephone: (407) 622-1900

Email: Merrell @ yourcaringlawfirm.com
Secondary Email:

Paralegals @yourcaringlawfirm.com
January 16, 23, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE

Public Notice is hereby given that Hylton
Auto Repair will hold a public sale, free
of all prior liens, for the following vehicle
(s) that remain unclaimed in storage with
charges unpaid pursuant to Florida Statues.
Sec 713.78. to the highest bidder.

The sale will be held at 3941 Clarcona
Ocoee Rd, Orlando, Florida 32810

The following vehicle(s)

will be sold

02/07/2026

at 7:00 am

Year Make Model VIN

2004 NISSANTITAN
1N6AA07B84N547130

02/12/2026 AT 7AM

2014 Honda Civic
2HGFG3B51EH512046

Terms of sale are cash, No checks
accepted. Seller reserves the right to final
bid. All sales are final No Refunds Vehicles
are sold ‘As Is” with No guarantees, either
expresses or implied.

January 23, 2026

INTHE COUNTY COURT OF THE
9TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2024-CA-001867-O
ASANTAE FERREL,

Plaintiff,

vs.
LATCHMAN SINGH,

Defendants,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that I, JOHN
W. MINA, as Sheriff of Orange County,
Florida, under and by virtue of a Judgment
and Writ of Execution, therein issued out of
the above entitled Court in the above styled
cause, dated the 17 th day of September,
2025, and have levied upon the following
described real property, situated, lying and
being in Orange County, Florida, to-wit:
Any and all of the right, title and interest of
LATCHMAN SINGH, in and to the following
described real property, to-wit:

Lot 16, Stonebriar, Phase 1, according
to the plat thereof as recorded in Plat
Book 63, Pages 8 through 11, Public
Records of Orange County, Florida; with
a physical address of 3825 Pyrite Dr.,
Orlando FL 32826-5300. SUBJECT TO

ALL TAXES, JUDGMENTS, LIENS OF
RECORD OR OTHER ENCUMBRANCES.
PURCHASER TO PAY FOR DEED.

as the property of the above named
defendant, of LATCHMAN SINGH, and

that on the 24th day of February 2026,
beginning at ten thirty o’clock in the
forenoon or soon there-after on said day

at Civil Process Unit, 425 North Orange
Avenue, Room 240, Orlando, Florida
32801, in Orange County, Florida. | will
offer for sale and sell to the highest bidder
at hand for cash on demand the above
described property of said defendant,

to satisfy said Judgment and Writ of
Execution. Prospective bidders may register
the day of the sale between the hours 10:00
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at Civil Process Unit, 425
North Orange Avenue, Room 240, Orlando,
Florida 32801.

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, persons needing a special
accommodation to participate in this
proceeding should contact Eric Nieves or
Anestajia Williams, Civil Process Sales
Coordinator not later than seven days

prior to the proceeding at Orange County
Sheriff’s Office, at the address given

on notice. Telephone: (407)836-4570; If
hearing impaired 1-800-955-8771 (TDD) or
Voice (V) 1-800-955-8770, via Florida Relay
Service.

JOHN W. MINA, as Sheriff

Orange County , Florida

BY: Sgt. Norberto Gonzalez

As Deputy Sheriff

January 23, 30, February 6, 13, 2026

INTHE COUNTY COURT OF THE
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2025-CC-012550-O

THE PRESERVE AT CROWN POINT
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC., a
Florida not-for-profit corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.
TRENESSA L. WILLIAMS,

etal.,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
the Uniform Final Summary Judgment of
Foreclosure dated January 14, 2026 and
entered in Case No.: 2025-CC-012550-0O,
of the County Court in the Ninth Judicial
Circuit and for Orange County, Florida,
wherein Plaintiff, THE PRESERVE

AT CROWN POINT HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC., Defendants,
TRENESSA L. WILLIAMS, et al., the Office
of Tiffany Moore Russell, Orange County
Clerk of Court, will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash at myorangeclerk.
realforeclose.com at 11:00 a.m. on April
13, 2026, the following described property
as set forth in said Uniform Final Judgment
of Foreclosure, to-wit:

LOT 99 OF PRESERVE AT CROWN
POINT PHASE 2A, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 92, PAGE(S) 97, OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF ORANGE COUNTY,
FLORIDA.

The Property is located at: 2018 Donahue
Drive, Ocoee, FL 34761

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST
IN THE SURPLUS FUNDS FROM THE
FORECLOSURE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER
THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST
FILE A CLAIM WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.

THE WHYNOT LAW FIRM

2003 Longwood-

Lake Mary Rd

Suite 1007

Longwood, FL 32750

Phone: (407) 541-00505

Telefax: (407) 205-0030

BY: /s/Erik Whynot

Erik Whynot, Esq.

Florida Bar No.: 325170

Primary email address:
EWhynot@WhynotLaw.com Secondary
email address:
DCoggin @ WhynotLaw.com

20024-043

January 23, 30, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-CP-3904

Division Probate

IN RE: ESTATE OF

CONSTANCE A. GRAHAM

Deceased.

NOTICE OF ACTION

(formal notice by publication)

TO: THE UNKNOWN NEXT OF KIN/
HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF CONSTANCE
A. GRAHAM, if alive, and if dead, their
unknown spouses, heirs, devisees,
grantees, creditors, and all other parties
claiming by, through, under or against them,
and all unknown natural persons if alive,
and if dead or not known to be dead or
alive, their several and respective unknown
spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees and
creditors, or other parties claiming by,
through, under or against those unknown
natural persons; and the several and
respective unknown assigns, successors
in interest.

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Petition for
Administration and a Last Will & Testament
has been filed in this court. You are required
to serve a copy of your written defenses, if
any, on petitioner’s attorney, whose name
and address are:

Michelle A. Berglund-Harper,

1101 Douglas Avenue,

Suite 10086,

Altamonte Springs,

Florida 32714

on or before April 26, 2026, and to file the
original of the written defenses with the
clerk of this court either before service or
immediately thereafter. Failure to serve
and file written defenses as required may
result in a judgment or order for the relief
demanded, without further notice.

Signed on this 18 day of December, 2025
Tiffany Moore Russell

As Clerk of the Court

By: /s/Mayra | Cruz

As Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

January 23, 30, 2026

NOTICE OF SALE OF ABANDONED
PERSONAL PROPERTY

TO DISCOVER QUARTZ & GRANITE, LLC
AND ALL OTHERS IT MAY

CONCERN:

Notice is hereby given that auctioneer
Robert “Bob” H. Ewald of Ewald Auctions,
Inc., (407) 275-6853, info @ ewaldauctions.
com, will sell at a public auction the
abandoned personal property of former
tenant Discover Quartz & Granite, LLC
located at 3423 All American Blvd., Orlando,
FL 32810 in Orange County, Florida:

See Exhibit “A”

The auction will be held beginning on
Saturday, February 7, 2026, to the highest
and best bidder for cash beginning at 12:00
p.m. (EST) at 3423 All American Bivd.,
Orlando, FL 32810, in accordance with §
715.109, Fla. Stat. The auction will close
on Sunday, February 15, 2026 at 3:00 p.m.
(EST). Additional information regarding the
inspection of the personal property, how to
bid, payment, and retrieval can be found at
https://www.ewaldauctions.com, by calling
(407) 275-6853, or by emailing

info @ ewaldauctions.com.

DATED January 15, 2026.

Winderweedle, Haines,

Ward & Woodman, P.A.

Michael C. Caborn, Esquire

FL Bar No.: 162477

Primary Email:

mcaborn @whww.com

329 Park Avenue North,

2nd Floor

Post Office Box 880

(32790-0880)

Winter Park, FL 32789

Attorneys for Landlord

RFK 95, LLC

Telephone: (407) 423-4246

Exhibit “A”

Personal Property

(Sections 1 and 2) Marble desk, Desk
chair black vinyl, Small decorative marble

piece, Upholstered sofa and two chairs
suite, Sample displays, Marble coffee table,
Samsung flat TV wall mount, Marble top
desk white top black base, Desk chair
black modern, Black modern abstract
shape table, Coffee maker supplies in
cabinets, (Section 3) Desk chair black
vinyl, Marble top desk, Computer system
w/double monitors & keyboard, Epson all-
in-one printer, Tripod in case, LT-55 XL
Precision laser TEMPLATOR in hard case,
Misc. office supplies, Stainless steel sinks,
(Section 4) Modern glass top desk, Desk
chair black modern, Two drawer file cabinet,
White board, Dell Laptop, Desk telephone
Yealink, Silk plant in basket, (Section 5)
Desk chair black executive style, Executive
style wood desk, Pieces of art framed
posters, Computer system w/flat monitor

& keyboard, Wood 2 drawer lateral file
cabinet, Driving/motorcycle gear including
helmet, Small refrigerator, Paper shredder,
Computer system w/double monitors &
keyboard, Small 3-tiered shelf, Misc. office
and other supplies, (Section 6) Desk chair
upholstered, Corner Desk-Wood, Computer
system w/flat monitor & keyboard, Desk
telephone Yealink, Laptop Lenovo, Pieces
of art, framed posters, Desk chair, black
executive style, Desk chair black modern
style, Two-tiered shelf, Tablets misc.
makes, Misc. lot of computer accessories
monitors keyboards etc., Storage bin w/
tool-box and misc. tools, Epson all-in-one
printer, 2-drawer file cabinet, Flat panel
LED lighting (in boxes), Wood front storage
cabinet w/misc. supplies, MANFROTTO
tripod in carry case, Laser Products LT-
2030 laser TEMPLATOR and tripod in
storage cases, 4-drawer lateral file cabinet,
HP Page-Wide Pro MFP 477dw printer,
Printer stand w/ drawers, Paper shredder,
Computer system, w/double monitors &
keyboard, Desk chair black modern, HP
color desktop printer, Fujitsu Snap-Scan
S$1300i scanner, Sentry Safe digital/keyed
floor safe, Misc. supplies office & otherwise,
(Section 7) 2-drawer file cabinet, Corner
desk w/white top, Computer system w/
double monitors & keyboard, Fujitsu Snap-
Scan S1300i scanner, Black vinyl desk
black vinyl, Wall mounted flat screen TV,
Allen Data-Graph template maker 30 plotter,
Small rolling stool, Brother label maker,
Pieces of art, Framed posters, 2 drawer
lateral file cabinet, Printer stand, Paper
shredder, Alexa monitor, HP tabletop laser
printer, Misc. office and other supplies,
(Section 8) Side chairs black metal, Coffee
maker, Coffee supplies in cabinets, Toaster,
Toaster oven, Microwave, Kitchen supplies
in cabinets, (Section 9) Samsung large flat
TV on rolling stand, Decorative Formica
cube, Closet-1 contents labels paper
boxes & misc. office supplies, Closet-2
contents labels paper boxes misc. computer
supplies carry boxes dolly etc., (Section
10) HP all-in-one printer, Desk chair black
vinyl, Computer system w/ flat monitor

& keyboard, Metro rolling racking, Small
black cabinet, granite top, Misc. cardboard
box inventory, Misc. supplies office &
otherwise, (Section 11) Folding tables,
Vacuum, Folding chairs, Misc. supplies,
(Section 12) Corner desk, Desk chair black
vinyl, Computer system w/double monitors
& keyboard, Misc. CPUs, Tripod in travel
case, Tripod no case, Small granite desk,
Tool box with gorilla grip seam setter,
Epson LaserJet printer, Swingline printer,
Baca Systems H20 Jet in carry case,
Quantum X Faro-Arm C12 digital template
in case, 2-drawer file cabinet, (Section 13)
Light duty shelves, Mini T-1 tower, Misc.
switches/hubs/power, UPS power systems
/conditioners, NEC phone system and
phones throughout, Misc. Bins of computer
cables supplies etc., Misc. tools levels foam
etc., Cleaning supplies first aid kit etc.,
Small shop vac, Bins of misc. tools drills
cords & supplies, Husky dual rolling tool
box and contents tools heads accessories
safety items blades extension cords clamps
three nail guns etc., Misc. safety equipment
vests hard hats gloves etc., Battery
powered blowers, Light duty shelves w/
clamps, supplies, plastic sheeting, motors,
hosing, pumps, tools., Floor jack, Toolbox
with gorilla grip seam setter, Sandpiper
pump, Rolling had truck toolbox & contents,
Husky smaller rolling toolbox and contents-
valves heads tap & die sets supplies hand
tools small power tools etc., 2 door storage
cabinet & contents: power tools sanding &
polishing heads tape safety items gauges
glues/sealants wrench sets and pins
grinding stones etc. Computer system

w flat monitor & keyboard, Fujitsu Snap-
Scan S1300i scanner, Small stool, (Section
15) EUHIOMY ice machine, Coolers on
homemade work table, DeWalt 3600psi
pressure washer, Small rolling cart with box
base, Small step ladder, Lasko shop fan,
Kaeser 2006 AS30 air compressor, Kaeser
AS 30 Sigma air compressor, DRYPOINT
RA air dryer, Water Treatment Enviro-
System w/tanks, Filter processing system
pumps and accessories, Numerous rolling
marble carts, Sawhorses and various
supports, Small trash hoppers, Large trash
hoppers, Pro-Cart AT2 transport for all
terrain, Shop floor fan, Barrel fan, Pallet
jack, Shop vac, Predator 4375 generator,
FIRMAN PO3504 generator, Ryobi Easy
start 3600 generator, Schumacher battery
charger, Duro-Max XP4600E generator,
Aluminum extension ladder, Hand truck,
Marble displays, Abaco porcelain lifter
APL20, Set of fork extensions, Abaco little
giant lifter ALGB0A, Nissan Uni-Carrier 70
propane 4,0001b, forklift, MUG1F2A35LV
with extension arm and Abaco little giant
liter, Baca Robosaw, KR210 R3100 Untra
F and all accessory pieces and framework,
GORBEL 1-ton capacity workstation crane
& Manzelli Top-Line vacuum suction unit,
EBBCO closed loop chiller, H20 Jet Mod
921414- CD334BA1B, Farnese miter

saw Excel, GORBEL 2,000Ib capacity
framing system with Manzelli Top-Line
vacuum suction unit, Homemade work
tables for slabs, Marmo Meccanica flat
polish machine model LCH 711 M-SU-

FC, Husky step ladder, Rolling carts w/
misc. tools & supplies, Foldable aluminum
extension ladder, Misc. hand and janitorial
tools & supplies, DIAREX Magnum elite
router, Set of lockers, Folding aluminum
step, Workbench w/misc. tools & supplies,
Portable stands, Sump pump, Job storage
box w/contents: blankets tools misc.
supplies, Sasso 2017 K600 Ext 5-axis CNC
saw & accessories, (Section 16) Levels
extension cords tools blowers motors tool
boxes air hoses paints sealants battery
blower power tools hand tools etc., DIAREX
Magnum elite router, Portable compressor,
(Section 17) Tool boxes with contents,
Power tools in carrying cases, polishers
drills saws etc., Portable fans, Portable
table saw, DeWalt chop saw, 2-door storage
cabinet, Foldable ramps, Portable lights

on stand, Power Stroke 3500 generator,
Shop vacs, some new in box, Various sinks
and inventory new in boxes & otherwise,
Portable heaters, (Section 18) Side chairs
black and metal, Desk chair black vinyl
rough, Sofa chairs, Refrigerator/freezer,
Microwaves, Toaster oven, Misc. supplies,
(Section 19) Storage box, Forklift cage, Fork
extension arm, Metal slab stations, locker,
BBQ grill, Diamond Power pressure washer,
A-frame slab stands, Large slabs of granite,
marble & other materials, Remnant pieces
of stone, Junked pieces in corner of lot.
January 23, 30, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION

Case No: 2025-CA-004302-O

Div.:

AMG BROOKS LLC,

Plaintiff,

vs.

ROBERT KRAKOWIAK, ANY AND ALL
UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL
DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN
TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER
SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS; THE VILLAGE,
A CONDOMINIUM, ALL UNKNOWNN;

TENANTS AND PERSONS IN
POSSESSION;

Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER F.S. CHAPTER

45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, in
accordance with the Final Summary
Judgment of Foreclosure dated January

8, 2026, in the above-styled cause, the
Office of Tiffany Moore Russell, Orange
County Clerk of Court will sell the following
described property situated in Orange
County described as follows:

Building 13, Unit C-5, THE VILLAGE,

A Condominium, according to the
Declaration of Condominium thereof

as recorded in Official Records Book
2407, Page 1102, of the Public Records
of Orange County, Florida, as amended
in Official Records Book 2465, Page
1082 and Official Records Book 2612,
Page 1950, and further amended in
Official Records Book 2826, Page 1786,
together will all appurtenances thereto,
including and undivided interest in the
common elements of said condominium
as set forth in the said Declaration and
amendments thereto.

Commonly known as:

3996 Crayrich Circle,

Unit C-5,

Orlando, FL 32839

at Public sale to the highest and best bidder
for cash starting at the hour of 11:00AM
on the 25th day of February, 2026, online
at www.myorangeclerk.realforeclosure.
com. Any person claiming an interest in
the surplus from the sale, if any, other than
the property owner as of the date of the lis
pendens must file a claim within 60 days
after the sale.

REQUESTS FOR ACCOMODATIONS BY
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES:

If you are a person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you are
entitled at no cost to you, to the provision
of certain assistance. Please contact Court
Administration, ADA Coordinator, Orange
County Courthouse, 425 N. Orange Ave.
Suite 501, Orlando, FL 32801 (407)836-
2303, Fax (407)836-2204, at least 7 days
before your scheduled court appearance, or
immediately upon receiving this notification
if the time before your scheduled
appearance is less than 7 days; if you are
hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

Dated: January 14, 2026

STEFFENS LAW FIRM PLLC

1540 International Pkwy

Ste 2000

Lake Mary, FL 32746

T: 407-492-8660

s/ Erick P. Steffens

Erick P. Steffens

Attorney for Plaintiff

FBN: 059553

Primary Email:

Erick @ steffens-law.com

January 23, 30, 2026

INTHE COUNTY COURT IN AND FOR
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2025-CC-005977-0

RTE TITLE COMPANY, a Florida
corporation;

WALDEN PALM CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION,

INC., a Florida not for profit corporation
and WALDEN

CIRCLE LLC, a Delaware limited liability
company,

Plaintiffs,

vs.
RIRY PROPERTIES LLC, a Florida limited
liability company and

MIDAS AMERICA LLC, a Florida limited
liability company,

Defendants

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’'S SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that |, JOHN
W. MINA, as Sheriff of Orange County,
Florida, under and by virtue of a Judgment
and Writ of Execution, therein issued out of
the above entitled Court in the above styled
cause, dated the 16 th day of October,
2025, and have levied upon the following
described real property, situated, lying and
being in Orange County, Florida, to-wit:
Any and all of the right, title and interest of
MIDAS AMERICA LLC, a Florida limited
liability company , in and to the following
described real property, to-wit:
CANDLEWYCK VILLAGE 10/76 LOT 75A;
CANDLEWYCK VILLAGE 10/78 LOT 75B
also described as Lot 75A and 75B,
Candlewyck Village, according to the
plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book
10 page(s) 78, of the Public Records of
Orange County, Florida; with a physical
address of 1476 and 1478 HENDREN
DR., ORLANDO, FL 32807. SUBJECT TO
ALL TAXES, JUDGMENTS, LIENS OF
RECORD OR OTHER ENCUMBRANCES.
PURCHASER TO PAY FOR DEED.

as the property of the above named
defendant, of MIDAS AMERICA LLC, a
Florida limited liability company, and that on
the 18 th day of February 2026, beginning
at ten thirty o’clock in the forenoon or soon
there-after on said day at Civil Process
Unit, 425 North Orange Avenue, Room
240, Orlando, Florida 32801, in Orange
County, Florida. | will offer for sale and sell
to the highest bidder at hand for cash on
demand the above described property of
said defendant, to satisfy said Judgment
and Writ of Execution. Prospective bidders
may register the day of the sale between
the hours 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at Civil
Process Unit, 425 North Orange Avenue,
Room 240, Orlando, Florida 32801.

In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, persons needing a special
accommodation to participate in this
proceeding should contact Eric Nieves,
Civil Process Sales Coordinator not later
than seven days prior to the proceeding

at Orange County Sheriff’s Office, at

the address given on notice. Telephone:
(407)836-4570; If hearing impaired 1-800-
955-8771 (TDD) or Voice (V) 1-800-955-
8770, via Florida Relay Service.

JOHN W. MINA,

AS SHERIFF

Orange County , Florida

BY: Sgt. Norberto Gonzalez

As Deputy Sheriff

January 16, 23, 30, February 6, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT FOR ORANGE
COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2025-GA-000198

IN RE: GUARDIANSHIP OF

L.T,

A Minor.

NOTICE OF ACTION

To: ANDRAL THEARD

5949 Bent Pine Drive,

Apt. 1008,

Orlando, Florida 32822

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that a Guardianship
has been filed in this court. You are required
to serve a copy of your written defenses, if
any, on petitioner’s attorney, whose name
and address

are:

David W. Veliz

630 North Wymore Road

Ste 330

Maitland, FL 32751

on or before February 6, 2026, and to file
the original of the written defenses with
the clerk of this court either before service
or immediately thereafter. Failure to serve
and file written defenses as required may
result in a judgment or order for the relief
demanded, without further notice.

Signed on this 31 day of December, 2025.
First publication on January 9, 2026.
Tiffany Moore Russell

As Clerk of the Court

By: s/Allison Prestwood

As Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

January 9, 16, 23, 30, 2026

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN

That on 02/06/2026 at 10:00 a.m. a sale
will be held at 1800 Alpine Dr (Park Office)
Apopka, FL 32703, for the sale of the
mobile home located at:

1164 Highmeadow Road

Apopka, FL 32703

to sell the following articles to enforce a
lien existing under the laws of the State of

The Apopka Chief

Legal Notices can also be found online at theapopkachief.com/public-notices or floridapublicnotices.com




The Apopka Chief

FLORIDA against such articles for labor,
services, skill or material expended upon
a storage furnished for such articles at the
request of the following designated persons,
unless such articles are redeemed within
thirty days of the publication of this notice.
Name: HECTOR ANTONIO

CAMACHO JOVET &

ASHLEY MARIE PEREZ

MORENO

Name: WALKESKA SALAS
HERNANDEZ

Name: VENTURE

HOLDINGS AHP LLC

Description:VIN:

WHC024492GAA & WHC024492GAB
Year: 2019

Make: Clayton

Size: 24 x 48

Lien: $3,850.50

January 16, 23, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE
FOLLOWING TENANTS WILL BE SOLD
FOR CASH TO SATISFY RENTAL LIENS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH FLORIDA
STATUTES, SELF STORAGE FACILITY
ACT, SECTIONS 83.806 AND 83.807.
CONTENTS MAY INCLUDE KITCHEN,
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, BEDDING, TOYS,
GAMES, BOXES, BARRELS, PACKED
CARTONS, FURNITURE, TRUCKS, CARS,
ETC. THERE IS NO TITLE FOR VEHICLES
SOLD AT LIEN SALE. VEHICLES SOLD
‘AS 1S” AND FOR PARTS ONLY. OWNERS
RESERVE THE RIGHT TO BID ON UNITS.
LIEN SALE TO BE HELD ONLINE ENDING
TUESDAY February 3rd 2026 AT THE
TIMES INDICATED BELOW. VIEWING
AND BIDDING WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE
ONLINE AT www.storagetreasures.com
BEGINNING 5 DAYS PRIOR TO THE
SCHEDULED SALE DATE AND TIME!
ALSO VISIT www.personal ministorage.
com/orlando-fl-storage-units/ FOR MORE
INFO.

PERSONAL MINI

STORAGE APOPKA-

1365 E SEMORAN BLVD.,

APOPKA, FL 32703-AT

10:30 AM : UNITS:

#306-Khalilah Hammond;

#311-Kendra Moore;

#828-Richard Adams;

#908-Kendra Moore;

#1029-Kendra Moore

1973 Chevrolet Caprice
1L47H3D243752;

#1105-Ramon Vargas;

#1231-Joseph Nelson;

#1415-Megan Ann

Montagano;

The Apopka Chief

#1547-Abram Martinez
January 16, 23, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

18TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
SEMINOLE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 2020-DR-002985-O

Division:

Blanca Azucena Lara Salazar

Petition

and

Fernando Villasenor,

Respondent.

NOTICE OF ACTION

FOR SUPPLEMENTAL

PETITION TO MODIFY

TO: {name of Respondent}

Blanca Azucena Lara Salazar
Respondent’s last known address} N/A
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for
Dissolution of Marriage with a minor child
has been filed against you and that you

are required to serve a copy of your written
defenses, if any, to it on

Fernando Villasenor, whose address is 392
W Welch Rd Apopka FI 32712,0n or before
2/10/2026, and file the original with the clerk
of this Court at 101 Eslinger Way Sanford
FL 32773, before service on Petitioner or
immediately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a
default may be entered against you for the
relief demanded in the petition.

{If applicable, insert the legal description

of real property, a specific description of
personal property, and the name of the
county in Florida where the property is
located}

N/A

Copies of all court documents in this
case, including orders, are available at
the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office.
You may review these documents upon
request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit
Court’s office notified of your current
address. (You may file Designation of
Current Mailing and E-Mail Address,
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family
Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in this
lawsuit will be mailed or e-mailed to the
addresses on record at the clerk’s office.
WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family
Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain
automatic disclosure of documents and
information. Failure to comply can result
in sanctions, including dismissal or
striking of pleadings.

Dated: December 12, 2025.

GRANT MALOY

CLERK OF THE

CIRCUIT COURT

COMPTROLLER

By: /s/ Amanda Hoffman

Legal Notices can also be f

The Apopka Chief, January 23, 2026, Page B7

LEGAL ADVERTISING

{Deputy Clerk}
January 16, 23, 30, February 6, 2026

Notice Under

Fictitious Name Law

Pursuant to

Section 865.09,

Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name of
REALTY ONE GROUP INSPIRATION
located at 7208 W SAND LAKE ROAD
STE 103, in the County of ORANGE in the
City of ORLANDO Florida 32819, intends
to register the above said name with the
Division of Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at ORLANDO, Florida, this 16th day
of JANUARY, 2026.

INSPIRATION PARTNERS, LLC

January 23, 2026

Notice Under

Fictitious Name Law

Pursuant to Section 865.09,

Florida Statutes

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the fictitious name of Fifth
Dimension Astrology located at 1068
Cottonwood Ct, in the County of Orange in
the City of Apopka, Florida 32712, intends
to register the above said name with the
Division of Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Apopka, Florida, this 20th day of
January, 2026.

Susan Luke and

Angelo Bodoy

January 23, 2026

NOTICE UNDER

FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

PURSUANT TO

SECTION 865.09

FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in
business under the Fictitious Name of
Misty Blue Publications, with a mailing
address of 1364 Seburn Rd, Apopka, FL
32703 and a principal office located in
Orange County, intends to register the
said name with the Florida Dept. of State,
Division of Corporations, Tallahassee,
Florida. Owner: Sabrina Hart-Carter
January 23, 2026

INTHE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR
ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2026-CA-000131-O

DIV NO.: 34

MARRIOTT RESORTS HOSPITALITY
CORPORATION, a South Carolina
Corporation, Management Agent on
behalf of MVC TRUST CONDOMINIUM
ASSOCIATION, INC., a Florida not for
profit corporation, and All Owners as
Agent,

Plaintiff,

vs.

WILLIAM H. BLAND, AS

INDIVIDUAL, et. al.,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION BY PUBLICATION
ASTO COUNT VI

TO THE FOLLOWING DEFENDANT
WHOSE RESIDENCE IS UNKNOWN:
TO: MICHAEL W.

WELDON, DECEASED

4769 MAYBANK AVE

LAKEWOOD, CA

90712-3345

The above named Defendant is believed
to be dead and, if dead, the unknown
spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees,
assignees, lienors, creditors, trustees,
or other claimants, by, through under or
against said Defendant and all parties
having or claiming to have any right, title or
interest in the property described below.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED of the
institution of the above-styled foreclosure
proceedings by the Plaintiff, MARRIOTT

RESORTS HOSPITALITY CORPORATION,

upon the filing of a complaint to foreclose
for other relief relative to the following
described property:

COUNTVII

16 Interests (numbered for administrative
purposes: R79045 & R79046 & R79047
& R79048 & R79049 & R79050 &
R79051 & R79052 & R79101 & R79102
& R79103 & R79104 & R79105 & R79106
& R79107 & R79108) in the MVC Trust
(“Trust”) evidenced for administrative,
assessment and ownership purposes by
4000 Points (250 Points for each Interest),
which Trust was created pursuant to and
further described in that certain MVC
Trust Agreement dated March 11, 2010,
executed by and among First American
Trust, FSB, a federal savings bank, solely
as trustee of Land Trust No. 1082-0300-
00, (a.k.a MVC Trust), Marriott Ownership
Resorts, Inc., a Delaware corporation,
and MVC Trust Owners Association, Inc.,
a Florida corporation not-for- profit, as
such agreement may be amended and
supplemented from time to time (“Trust
Agreement”), a memorandum of which is
recorded in Official Records Book 10015,
page 4176, Public Records of Orange
County, Florida (“Trust Memorandum”).

nd online at theapopkachief.c

The Interests shall have a Use Year
Commencement Date of September 01,
2017 (subject to Section 3.5 of the Trust
Agreement).

AND you are required to serve a

copy of your written defenses, if any

to the complaint, upon EDWARD M.
FITZGERALD, ESQUIRE, Holland & Knight
LLP, 200 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 2600,
Orlando, Florida 32801, attorneys for the
Plaintiff, on or before thirty (30) days from
the first day of publication herein and file
the original with the Clerk of the above-
styled Court either before service on
Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter,
otherwise a default will be entered

against you for the relief demanded in the
complaint.

DATED on this 12th day of January, 2026.
Tiffany Moore Russell

Clerk of the Court

BY: /S/ Nancy Garcia

As Deputy Clerk

CIRCUIT COURT SEAL

CONFORMED COPY TO:

EDWARD M. FITZZGERALD

HOLLAND & KNIGHT, LLP

200 S. Orange Avenue,

Suite 2600

Orlando, Florida 32801

Ph. (407) 244-5198

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

If you are a person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding, you are
entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision
of certain assistance. Please contact
Court Administration at 425 North Orange
Avenue, Suite 2130, Orlando, Florida
32801, telephone (407) 836-2303 within
two (2) working days of your receipt of this
document. If hearing or voice impaired, call
1-800-955-8771.

THIS DOCUMENT IS AN ATTEMPT

TO COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED
FOR THAT PURPOSE.
HK#129710.0163/MP27

January 23, 30, 2026

Public Notice

is hereby given that Johnsons Wrecker
Service, will sell at PUBLIC AUCTION, free
of all prior liens, the following vehicle(s)/
vessel(s) that remain unclaimed in storage,
with charges unpaid, pursuant to Florida
Statutes, Sec 713.78, to the highest bidder.
The sale will be held at 580 Wilmer Avenue,
Orlando, FL 32808.

The following vehicle(s) will be sold on
02/05/2026 at 0700.

Year Make VIN

2003 Ford

ublic-notices o

The Apopka Chief
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ENTER TO WIN TICKETS TO
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1FMRU15W23LB45490
2020 Jeep
1C4RJFAG6LC271568
2016 Land Rover
SALGS2EF9GA295694
2020 Jeep
1C4HJXDN4LW204705
2019 Volvo
4V4NC9EH6KN208099
2003 Chrysler
2C8GP44363R108220
2015 BMW
WBA5A5C52FD523770
2000 GMC
1GDG6H1B7YJ907258
2006 Ford
1FMEU73E86UB64801
2020 Kia
3KPA24AD2LE329155
2016 Chevrolet
2G1WB5E3XG 1104362
2024 ZHILONG
HZ2TBCN56R1000641
2010 Toyota
2T1BU4EEOAC531196
pride

X0216024149FV0

2006 Infiniti
JNKCV54E36M701777
2010 Mazda
JM1BL1SFXA1212973
2001 Suzuki
JS1GR7HA212104676
2009 Toyota
JTDBL40E799070073
2002 Chrysler
2C8GP64L52R706860
2010 Ford
3FAHPOJG5AR288454
2010 Chevrolet
3GNBAADBXAS514284
2001 Toyota
4T1BG22K71U775609
2006 Honda
5FNRL38826B092622
2004 Buick
3G5DA03E345542771
2002 Toyota
JTDBT123520213347
Terms of the sale are CASH. No checks will
be accepted. Seller reserves the right to fi-
nal bid. ALL SALES ARE FINAL. No refunds
will be made. Vehicle(s)/ vessel(s) are sold
‘AS IS} “WHERE 1S} with no guarantees, ei-
ther expressed or implied.
January 23, 2026

BECOME A MEMBER: WIN TICKETS TO THE WHISKEY

FESTIVAL ON FEBu26!
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CLASSIFIEDS

21. HEALTH AND
NUTRITION

70. MERCHANDISE
MISC.

HEALTH CARE FOR en-
tire family: Pediatrics,
Family, Internal, OB/GYN,
Dental and Pharmacy.
www.chcfl.org. Communi-
ty Health Centers through-
out Central Florida. 225 E
7th Street, Apopka. 407-

905-8827.
JT 0116-0206 TFN 21

61. LARGE APPLIANCES

APOPKA APPLIANCE
offers in home service on
washers, dryers, stoves,
refrigerators, dishwashers
installed. $50 off service
calls with installation. All
help vacinated forvirus. Be
safe! Free haul away (no
matter where you bought
your new one). Used ap-
pliances available. Service
call $39.99 with repairs.
407-886-2255 or 407-

497-7458
CC 1016-0206 APO 61

Advertise Your

Business Here!

Use our online
form:

www.the
apopkachief.com
or call
(407) 886-2777

TRAILER PARTS FOR
sale. Largest stocking
dealer in NW Orange
County (Apopka). 407-
293-5788. www.surplus-

steel.com.
B 0109-0130 SUR 70

OVER400LP ALBUMS for
sale. $400 OBO. You pick
up! 407-399-6359

CA 0123-0213 BLA

81. AUTOS FOR SALE

USED CARS.NEW cars.
Low upfront pricing. No
dealer fees. 407-972-

1678. Mullinaxfordfl.com
JT 1226-0116 MUL 81

First 15 words
12, each
additional word
$.50 each.

130. REAL ESTATE

5 ACRE PLOT: 541 E. Osceo-
la Rd., $250k “no Realtors’
407-682-7898 leave message,
financing available.

B0109-0130 IRV 131

133. HOMES FOR
SALE

BUYING, SELLING, rent-
als or property manage-
ment. We’re your friend
in the business. Rogers
& Rogers Realty. 407-

880-8888.
CC 0123-0213 ROG 133

140. HOMES / 142. ROOMS FOR
DUPLEXES FOR RENT RENT
Roommate wanted: fur-
TWO STORY HOUSE nished room. $700 month-

3BD/2.5BA. 30527 Brae Bum
St., Sorrento, Barbara DeLoach,

Black Tie Realty. 321-229-5968
CC1226-0116 DEL 140

141. MOBILE HOMES
FOR RENT

2BD/2BA MOBILE HOME,
with 2 porches, Oak Springs
Community, Sorrento. §$1,500
monthly, first/last/security, back-
ground check, private parking.
321-230-1221

CC 0102:0123 PAS 141

136. MOBILE HOMES /
RV’S FOR SALE

DOUBLE WIDE MOBILE
549 Hawkins Cir., Apopka,
3bd/2ba, 1400 sq. ft., Valen-
cia Estate 55+, remodeled
floors, close to bus line &
shopping. $35,000 or best
offer. 407-808-4499

CC 0102-0123 KEL 136

Special 3/4:
Pay for 3 weeks
get the 4th week
free.

ADVERTISE YOUR
WEEKEND. Garage, Yard
or Estate Sale

#66 “CLIP ‘n SAVE”
Friday - Sunday

TREASURES IN THE TRUNK & BAKE SALE 1010 BEAR LAKE ROAD,
Apopka. Saturday January 31, 2026. 8am-12pm.

CC 0123-0130 66

142. ROOMS FOR RENT

SWEENEY’S ROOMS
Cleanest. Quietest. WIFI,
Internet. Multiple locations.
Call Dwayne 321-271-6773.
sweeneysrooms4rent.com

CC 0116-0206 JAC 142

GOOD WEEKEND
FOR A YARD
SALE!

IT MIGHT BE
PARTLY
CLOUDY

Make sure that
nobody pays
back wrong
for wrong, but
always strive
to do what is
good for each
other and for
everyone else.
| Thessalonians
5:15v

ly. Non-smoker. Apopka/
Mt. Dora line, private
bath, senior communlty
Applicant

457
407-747-4410

CC 0109-0130 MAR 142

ROOMS FOR RENT:
ZELLWOOD area, weekly
rentals available. 407-

435-1792
CC 0116-0206 GRA 142

T ST Y

Tell Them
You Saw ‘It

In e
C(assiﬁecfs

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: MONDAY 5 P.M.
classifieds @theapopkachief.com

.-. —gm

Holler-Classic
I Family of Dealerships

Call 407-886-2777

Fax 407-889-4121

<

View Al of Our Career Opportunities:

www.HoIIerCIassic.jobs

Sales Specialists
Service Advisors
Service Valet
Service Technicians

(Line, Master, Express, and Diesel)

Full-time and par-time

opportunities available in

Orlando, Winter Park,
Maitland, and Sanford.

FLORIDA
STATEWIDE

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED
ADS FOR WEEK OF:
01/19/2026-01/25/2026

1. Home Improvement/
Service

PROTECT YOUR
HOME from pests safely
and affordably. Roaches,
Bed Bugs, Rodent, Ter-
mite, Spiders and other
pests Locally owned
and affordable. Call for
a quote or inspection
today 1-833-542-1732
Have zip code of prop-
erty ready when calling!

2. Miscellaneous

Donate your vehicle to
help find missing children
and prevent abduction.
Fast free pickup, run-
ning or not, 24 hr re-
sponse. No emission test
required, maximum tax
deduction. Support Find

the Children, call: 1-833-
546-7050.

3. Medical
ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You
with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators.
FREE information kit.
Call 1-833-661-3729

4, Medical

Attention: VIAGRA
and CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to
h|?h drugstore prices! 50
Pill Special - Only $99!
100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW: 1-877-349-1243

5. Medical

STOP OVERPAYING
FOR HEALTH INSUR-
ANCE! Reduce premi-
ums and out-of-pocket
costs while gettln? the
coverage you need! Call
now for a competitive

free quote. 1-877-351-
3442. Plus... Income
based government sub-
sidies are available for
those that qualify!

6. Home Improvement/
Service

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Affordable
prices - No pazments
for 18 months! Lifetime
warranty & professional
installs. Senior & Military
Discounts available.

Call: 1-833-754-2465

7. Wanted to Bu
CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’'S SPORT
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submari-
ner and Speedmaster.
These brands only! Call
for a quote: 1-833-641-
0211

8. Wanted to Bu

We Buy Vinta?e uitar’s!
Looking for 1920-1980
Gibson, Martin, Fend-
er, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie State,
D’An%ellco Stromberg.
And Gibson Mandolins
/ Banjos. These brands
only! Call for a quote:
1-833-641-6789

9. Wanted to Bu

We BU}/ Houses for Cash
AS-IS! No repairs. No
fuss. Any condition. Easz
process: Call, get cas
offer and get paid. Call
today for your fair cash
offer: 1-321-603-3026V

o

REACH
FLORIDA

January 19, 2026

AUTO REPAIR HANDYMAN IRRIGATION MEDICAL

Lake Apopka Matuwal Gas District -
|ED] ATW Larkin__\ [l & WORKPLACE
MWICFTICNLU ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD E n ER-GH'l Landsca e K h
taLanoo. FL 1270 AM Central Florida's Oldest & C I‘I[ ’_&g) ] C E ol Irri ti P Helping Employers and Employees Get
Largest Transmission & P: 107 656.2734 ":‘“WW E;n» rrigation Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free
: Total Car Care Company : . . the Surrounding Areas INSTALLATION
R - LABORATORY
| WEEKDAYS * Transmission * Domestic www.LANGD.org Flood Prevention
/' \WEEMENDS ¢ Clutches * Check Engine (French Well Drain) TESTl NG
* CV Axles & Dashboard Sprinkier Repalr v Drug Screening Nationally
, . * Foreign Warning Lights Resodding * Pavers ] / Covid S
It'’s nOtjUSt talk... Fill Dirt * Mulch X ovid >creens
it's life-changi e e U T Timmies G5B  Titer Testing
IUs lire-C anglng alitransmissionworld.com Know what's hel (hot&cold) v New Transferrin Gold
ow what's DEIOW. . \ Larkin45@yahoo.com J TB Test
407-880-9300 Call before you dig. 407-739-7334

PRESSURE WASHING ROOFING ROOFING  RESTORATION TREE SERVICE
s nanks G EVANS All Your
OPW%F}U;}.«'; prossure washing, “ e i Outdoor
Ry Bl Bt ROOFING ROOF RESTORATION & COATINGS Needs
@ Shipping Services el peciarty 40+ Years $$$ Save Money vs. Replacement On:
from dull to dazzling. Experience Flat Roofs * Metal Roofs * Mobile Homes * Tile Roofs &"f/fﬁ RN irrigation
9 Package Drop Off * Rubber Roofs * Asphalt Roofs Jiree Removal
@ Office Supplies 10% Discount Reroofs & 15-Year Warranty « Grapple Truck Sorvice
@ Pro Packing Wit Tl Repalrs Superior Durability & Energy Efficient "Landscape Maintenance &
(407) 729-5049 Senior | Military Discounts JAMES MALTBY Owner
‘:gzgﬁ%ggg&\g s 2 407-295-4944 Residential » Commercial Licensed & Insured
\ Apopka, FL 32703 / httpsi/fnugspropertywashing.com CCC1333038 407-455-2636 321-689-5866

www.MarcMediaUSA.com
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Visit - theapopkachief.com/become-a-member

Locally owned and operated agency specializing in
web design, digital ad buying, SEO strategies and
proven techniques to grow your business.
Experts in Apopka and Central Florida!
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