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Barberville Pioneer Settlement offers history lessons

By Ronnie Lovler
Correspondent

The motto at the Barber-
ville Pioneer Settlement is
“Discover Yesterday Today.”
And that’s precisely what you
will get at the 30-acre campus
of this living history destina-
tion in Central Florida.

When it opened in 1976,
there were only two build-
ings on the grounds: the Jo-
seph Underhill House, cur-
rently under renovation, and
the Barberville Central High
School, built in 1919. To-
day, there are 20 historic
structures on the grounds, al-
though that isn’t all.

“We are not just about
preserving buildings,” said
Erick Nielsen, associate di-
rector of Barberville Pio-
neer Settlement. “We are also
about preserving the arts,
crafts, tools and technolo-
gies of the pioneer lifestyle in
Florida.”

The high school building,
a National Register of Histor-

Erick Nielsen in front of an old railroad car on the property.

ic Places site, is center-stage
and one of the first things
you see when you walk on
the grounds. It was first built
to accommodate elementary,
middle and high school stu-
dents and was the only school
in the area to offer college
preparatory classes.

But county officials
abandoned the school after a
time. Nielsen said the build-
ing was saved thanks to the
efforts of a group of art teach-
ers who founded the Pioneer
Settlement for the Creative
Arts, Inc., as a not-for-profit
organization.

“They petitioned the
school board to use the high
school building to teach lost
arts such as spinning, weav-
ing, blacksmithing and wood-
working,” Nielsen said.

The high school is the
settlement’s prize building
and the reason Pioneer Settle-

ment opened where it is.

“It is one of the jewels of
the settlement and the whole
reason the settlement came
about,” Nielsen said.

At first, the teachers
leased the school building
from the Volusia County
School Board, but in 2001,
the school board ceded own-
ership to the Pioneer Settle-
ment Board of Directors.

Over time, other build-
ings were moved to the loca-
tion, giving birth to the Set-
tlement.

“Most buildings are re-
gional, and a lot came from
just 10 miles away,” Nielsen
said. “The furthest building is
the Lewis Log Cabin, which
comes from South Georgia.”

The train depot on the
property was built in 1885. If
connected to a railroad path,
it could be used as a func-
tional depot. It also contains
a history lesson: the depot
had two waiting rooms, one
for African Americans and
one for whites because it was

built during segregated times.

The fire station, Model
A Ford shop, clubhouse, and
blacksmith shop are stand-
outs, especially the black-
smith shop.

“It’s been our most suc-
cessful workshop and part-
nership,” Nielsen said. “They
petitioned the school board to
use the high school building
to teach lost arts such as spin-
ning, weaving, blacksmithing
and woodworking.”

The settlement also pro-
motes the art and entertain-
ment that dominated dur-
ing pioneer times, with two
major folk festivals during
the year: the Spring Frolic
on the first weekend in April
and the Fall Country Jambo-
ree on the first weekend in
November.

The festivals include con-
tra dancing, musical work-
shops and historical demon-
strators who show off differ-
ent tools and trades, such as
wheelwrighting, chair caning
and pottery.

Sponsored content

CITY OF APOPKA

Schroeder Dental Group provides superior oral
care with a courteous and professional attitude

Are you someone
who shudders at the
thought of visiting
the dentist? If so,
the Schroeder Dental
Group makes it a pri-
ority to ensure every
patient has a positive
experience during ev-
ery visit. Their office is
bright, clean, and relax-
ing. There is no need for
stress because their staff
will take the utmost care
with you and your en-
tire family. They offer
routine cleanings, fill-
ings, bridges, crowns,
dental bonding, dental
implants, laser dentist-
ry, oral surgery, ortho-
dontics, reconstruction,
veneers and more com-
plex dental work, such
as root canals.

When an emergency
arises, Schroeder Den-
tal Group is ready. No
one plans on a dental
emergency, because they
happen very suddenly
and unexpectedly. They
tend to be either pain-
ful, embarrassing or
both. At the Schroeder
Dental Group, emer-
gency patients are seen
promptly so they don’t
have to suffer overnight
or through a weekend.
Time is of the essence
in these urgent dental
cases.

They’re also helping
“little” smiles in a big
way. Children need not
worry, because they do
their very best to make
every visit as quick and
painless as possible. Pri-
oritizing and creating a
positive basis for their
dental care involves
educating, treating,

preventing, maintain-
ing a balanced diet,
and instilling effective
brushing and flossing
habits. They take time
to educate your entire
family on the techniques
and practices of proper
ora] care.

Once you meet the
staff at Schroeder Den-
tal Group, you'll soon
understand why they’re
preferred by their pa-
tients. They’re com-
mitted to repairing and
enhancing your smile
by utilizing state-of-
the-art techniques with
long-lasting results. The
staff’s mission is to de-
liver the highest quality
care, unprecedented
comfort, and service to
ensure that all patients
are relaxed while they
work on their great
smile!

Schroeder Dental
Group is Invisalign®
certified. Invisalign®
(braceless braces) is
the latest offering for
orthodontics. This is
the ideal solution for
patients who have their
permanent teeth. The
product is virtually in-
visible and removable
for meals, brushing, and
flossing. They also offer
Zoom! Whitening.

They use the Water-
lase MD Laser for both
hard and soft tissues,
such as teeth and bone.
The Waterlase MD La-
ser can be used to treat
cavities, in many cases
without the patient hav-
ing to receive the shots
to be numb. Most pa-
tients only feel the cool
water spray of the laser.

Dr. Katrina Schroeder, founder and owner of
Schroeder Dental Group, knows that prevention
pays for itself, and even small steps can make visible
changes to your smile and your well-being

The Waterlase MD
Laser can also be used
for soft tissue proce-
dures, such as reshap-
ing the gum tissue for a
more aesthetic appear-
ance and periodontal
procedures. One benefit
of utilizing the laser for
soft tissue procedures is
minimizing post-opera-
tive discomfort.

Schroeder Dental
Group provides digital
imaging with minimal
radiation and immedi-
ate results. The digital
images can be seen from
every patient room and
be immediately available
to the patient.

Schroeder Dental
Group offers a com-
prehensive approach
to your entire dental
care needs. Whether
it’s a routine checkup
or an advanced proce-
dure, they’re trained
in the newest dental
techniques. They have
experience in the most
up-to-date dental tech-

nology and treatments
and gladly accept most
insurance plans. Plus,
they offer a payment
plan that allows pa-
tients without dental
insurance to afford the
best possible dental care.

Call 407-886-1611
for appointments that
are always customized
for the patient. Each
visit is designed with
careful consideration
given to your financial
needs, time require-
ments, comfort levels
and cosmetic wishes. All
treatments are planned
to meet the needs you
have expressed and are
provided with exception
skill and care.

The Schroeder
Dental Group office is
located at 527 Wekiva
Commons Circle in
Apopka.
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

Ordinances, Part lll, Land Development Code, Atrticle Il, Section 2.4.7.B, that G L Summitt Engineering, Inc. c/o
Geoffrey L. Summitt, P.E. has made application relating to the following described property.

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE ZONING FROM COUNTY A-1

ORDINANCE NO. 3102

(CITRUS RURAL) TO KPI-MU (KELLY PARK INTERCHANGE — MIXED-USE, ASSIGNMENT OF

NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICT OVERLAY, FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED WEST OF
GOLDEN GEM ROAD, SOUTH OF NIGHTSHADE GROVE LANE AND SADLER ROAD; COMPRISING 19.76
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; OWNED BY TIMOTHY BURCHFIELD, ROBERT AND STACYMOSS; PROVIDING

Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main

the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with

FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Parcel Identification Number(s): 14-20-27-0000-00-025 and 14-20-27-0000-00-083
Contains: 19.76 +/- Acres

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 3102 will be held by the City of Apopka Planning
Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, April 8, 2025 beginning_at 5:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 3102 will be held by the City of Apopka
City Council at its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main
Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, May 7, 2025 beginning_at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use
and Rezoning Applications can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. City Hall address shown below.
Please be advised that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will
need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes

Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703,

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission

March 28, 2025 Community Development Department
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Check out the Service
Directory Today

Take back your
weekends. The
businesses in our service
directory are here to
handle all of your repair
and service needs.

“If you're on a mission to fix your transmission cafl...”

AT W

ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD

« Transmission « Clutches

« CV Axles

« Foreign & Domestic

« Check Engine

& Onboard Warning Light

Se Habld
Espanol

1150 E Semoran Blvd. Ste. B
Apopka, FL, 32703

12939 W. Colonial Dr.,
Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-877-7600

407-880-9300

alltransmissionworld.com



