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Ask us about our Veterans discounts
  VETERANS
Join Us in
Honoring Our

1440 E. Semoran Blvd., 
Apopka, FL 32703 

407-886-0031

A history of Veterans Day over the years

Veterans Day Timeline
1919
	 In November 1919, President Wil-
son proclaimed November 11 as the first 
commemoration of Armistice Day with 
the following words: “To us in America, 
the reflections of Armistice Day will be 
filled with solemn pride in the heroism of 
those who died in the country’s service 
and with gratitude for the victory, both be-
cause of the thing from which it has freed 
us and because of the opportunity it has 
given America to show her sympathy with 
peace and justice in the councils of the na-
tions…”
	 The original concept for the celebra-
tion was for a day observed with parades 
and public meetings and a brief suspen-
sion of business beginning at 11:00 a.m.
1926
	 The United States Congress officially 
recognized the end of World War I when it 
passed a concurrent resolution on June 4, 
1926, with these words: 
Whereas the 11th of November 1918, 
marked the cessation of the most destruc-
tive, sanguinary, and far reaching war in 
human annals and the resumption by the 
people of the United States of peaceful re-
lations with other nations, which we hope 
may never again be severed, and
	 Whereas it is fitting that the recurring 
anniversary of this date should be com-
memorated with thanksgiving and prayer 
and exercises designed to perpetuate peace 
through good will and mutual understand-
ing between nations; and
	 Whereas the legislatures of twenty-
seven of our States have already declared 
November 11 to be a legal holiday: There-
fore be it Resolved by the Senate (the 
House of Representatives concurring), 
that the President of the United States is 
requested to issue a proclamation calling 
upon the officials to display the flag of the 

United States on all Govern-
ment buildings on November 
11 and inviting the people of 
the United States to observe 
the day in schools and church-
es, or other suitable places, 
with appropriate ceremonies 
of friendly relations with all 
other peoples.
1938
	 An Act (52 Stat. 351; 
5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a) ap-
proved May 13, 1938, made 
the 11th of November in each 

year a legal holiday—a day to be dedicat-
ed to the cause of world peace and to be 
thereafter celebrated and known as “Armi-
stice Day.” Armistice Day was primarily 
a day set aside to honor Veterans of World 
War I,
1954
	 In 1954, after World War II had re-
quired the greatest mobilization of sol-
diers, sailors, Marines and airmen in the 
Nation’s history; after American forces 
had fought aggression in Korea, the 83rd 
Congress, at the urging of the Veterans 
service organizations, amended the Act of 
1938 by striking out the word “Armistice” 
and inserting in its place the word “Veter-
ans.” With the approval of this legislation 
(Public Law 380) on June 1, 1954, No-
vember 11th became a day to honor Amer-
ican Veterans of all wars.
	 Later that same year, on October 8th, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued 
the first “Veterans Day Proclamation” 
which stated: “In order to insure proper 
and widespread observance of this anni-
versary, all Veterans, all Veterans’ organi-
zations, and the entire citizenry will wish 
to join hands in the common purpose. To-
ward this end, I am designating the Ad-
ministrator of Veterans’ Affairs as Chair-
man of a Veterans Day National Com-
mittee, which shall include such other 
persons as the Chairman may select, and 
which will coordinate at the national lev-
el necessary planning for the observance. 
I am also requesting the heads of all de-
partments and agencies of the Executive 
branch of the Government to assist the 
National Committee in every way possi-
ble.”
1958
	 In 1958, the White House advised 
VA’s General Counsel that the 1954 desig-
nation of the VA Administrator as Chair-

Honoring our nation’s bravest for 
their service and sacrifi ce.

We Salute
Our Veterans
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Salute to Veterans
Honoring All Who Served

Saluting Our
Veterans

Thank you for 
safeguarding our 
freedom, protecting 
our country and 
preserving our way 
of life. To all who 
have served and 
all who continue to 
serve, we thank you 
for your courage, 
sacrifi ce and 
dedication.

Commissioner Diane Velazquez 
and her husband, Ed Velazquez

man of the Veterans Day National Com-
mittee applied to all subsequent VA Ad-
ministrators. Since March 1989 when VA 
was elevated to a cabinet level depart-
ment, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs has 
served as the committee’s chairman.
1968
	 The Uniform Holiday Bill (Public 
Law 90-363 (82 Stat. 250)) was signed on 
June 28, 1968, and was intended to ensure 
three-day weekends for Federal employ-
ees by celebrating four national holidays 
on Mondays: Washington’s Birthday, Me-
morial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus 
Day. It was thought that these extended 
weekends would encourage travel, recre-
ational and cultural activities and stimu-
late greater industrial and commercial pro-
duction. Many states did not agree with 

this decision and continued to celebrate 
the holidays on their original dates.
1971
	 The first Veterans Day under the new 
law was observed with much confusion 
on October 25, 1971. It was quite appar-
ent that the commemoration of this day 
was a matter of historic and patriotic sig-
nificance to a great number of our citizens, 
and so on September 20th, 1975, President 
Gerald R. Ford signed Public Law 94-97 
(89 Stat. 479), which returned the annual 
observance of Veterans Day to its original 
date of November 11, beginning in 1978. 
	 This action supported the desires of 
the overwhelming majority of state legis-
latures, all major veterans service organi-
zations and the American people.
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Celebrate
Our Veterans

Veterans Day is Monday, November 11. 
We want to acknowledge and thank all 
veterans, past and present, for protecting 
our American way of life. 

407-703-1707  • 122 E. 5th Street,  Apopka, FL 32703
theapopkamuseum.com • theapopkamuseum@gmail.com

Thank you to the brave 
men and women of our 

military for your service 
past and present!

SALUTING
ALL WHO 

SERVED
With Respect & Deep Gratitude

Rotary 
Club of Apopka

Service Above Self
www.ApopkaRotary.com

� anks for Your Service
� e Veterans of our military 
services have put their lives 
on the line to protect the 
freedoms we enjoy today. 
We will always be forever 

grateful.

Mayor Bryan Nelson
wife Debbie & family

Salute to Veterans
Honoring All Who Served

God Bless
Our Veterans

On Veterans Day and every 
day, we honor the men and 
women who have served 

and sacrifi ced in defense of 
our country, our freedom 

and our way of life. With 
heartfelt gratitude for 

all you have done, 
Happy Veterans Day!
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For more information, visit FoliageSertoma.org

Land of the Free,
THANKS

to the BRAVE
To all of our nation’s troops and veterans,

Happy Veterans Day,
and thank you for your service!

Your courage, commitment and sacrifi ce
fi ll us with admiration and gratitude.

3101 E. Semoran Blvd. Apopka, FL 32703
(407) 660-8811 • bahiashriners.com

a Veteran 
Today!
Please join us 
in honoring 
our nation’s 
veterans for 
their valor, 
service and the 
sacrifi ces they 
have made on 
our behalf and 
the future of
our country.

THANK

The Apopka Chief
400 N. Park Avenue

Apopka, FL 32712 • 407-886-2777
theapopkachief.com

Each November, peo-
ple across the United States 
and its territories honor the 
brave men and women who 
serve and have served in 
the various branches of the 
country’s military. Veterans 
Day is observed annually 
every November 11 and 
honors the service of all 
U.S. military veterans. The 
day should not be confused 
with Memorial Day, which 
is celebrated each year in 
May and honors all military 
personnel who have died 
in service. Veterans Day 
is a great time for anyone 
to learn more about the 
various branches of the 
U.S. military.

Army
The U.S. Department 

of Defense notes that 
the Army is the largest 
and oldest service in the 

country’s military. The 
Army provides the ground 
forces that protect the 
United States. Members 
of the Army are trained to 
defeat enemy ground forces 
and to seize and control 
enemy lands and resources. 
Army also is trained to 
control and interact with 
the general population in 
countries where members 
are stationed.
Marine Corps.

It might surprise some 
to learn that the Marine 
Corps. is a component 
of the Department of 
the Navy. That’s one 
reason why it maintains 
amphibious and ground 
units for contingency 
and combat operations. 
The Marine Corps. is 
divided into four groups: 
the operating forces that 
fight; the headquarters for 

leadership; the supporting 
establishment that provides 
logistical support; and the 
Marine Corps. Reserve.
Navy

The Navy protects 
America at sea. Despite 
its massive land mass, the 
United States is a maritime 
nation, which underscores 
how important a strong 
Navy is to the safety of the 
country and its residents. 
The Navy works alongside 
American allies and 
partners to keep the seas 
open and free.
Air Force
The Air Force
 has five core missions: air 
superiority; global strike; 
rapid global mobility; 
intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance; and 
command and control. 
The Air Force defends the 
country and its residents in 

air, space and cyberspace 
and is capable of delivering 
forces anywhere in the 
world within hours.
Space Force

The existence of the 
Space Force may come 
as a surprise to many 
Americans. Organized 
under the Department of the 
Air Force and established 
in 2019, this branch of the 
military organizes, trains 
and equips space forces in 
order to protect the interest 
of America and its allies in 
space.
Coast Guard

During peacetime, the 
Coast Guard is part of the 
Department of Homeland 
Security. In times of war, 
it operates under the Navy. 
The Coast Guard provides 
law and maritime safety 
enforcement as well as 
environmental protection. 
In addition to promoting 
national security, border 
security and economic 
prosperity in the maritime 
environment, the Coast 
Guard saves those in peril 
on the sea.
National Guard

The National Guard 
is comprised of the Army 
National Guard and the 
Air National Guard. The 
National Guard has a diverse 
array of responsibilities 
that range from supporting 
combat missions to 
responding during domestic 
emergencies to assisting in 
humanitarian efforts and 
more.

Veterans Day marks the perfect occasion to celebrate the many 
individuals who have served and continue to serve in the U.S. military.

The U.S. military is made up various branches, each with its own unique missions and 
responsibilities. Veterans Day marks the perfect occasion to celebrate the many individuals 
who have served and continue to serve in the U.S. military.

	 Veterans Day is commemorated each year on 
November 11, to honor the individuals who served in the 
armed forces for their respective countries.
	 Community-wide events tend to be held on November 
11, but any day of the year is a good time to pay respect 
to veterans. On a local level, people can do much to thank 
veterans for their service and sacrifice.
	 •Provide a free restaurant meal. Offer to take out a 
veteran for breakfast, lunch or dinner. If you see a veteran 
eating in a restaurant, anonymously pay the bill for that 
person.
	 •Send care packages. Communities can gather 
resources and chip in to make care packages for veterans 
who live in town, and even to send to troops stationed 
elsewhere. Include foods and comforts from home.
	 •Buy from veterans. Seek out veteran-owned 
businesses in the area, and then make purchases from their 
retail stores or utilize their services.
	 •Volunteer at a VA hospital. Spend time with veterans 
where they receive care for current health needs or past 
injuries suffered in combat.
	 •Decorate cemeteries. Honor fallen veterans by 
placing flowers or flags by their gravesites.
	 •Ask a veteran to speak. If you work in a school or a 
community center, ask veterans to share their experiences 
with area youth.
	 •Visit local memorials. Spend time visiting memorials 
nearby and paying homage to the veterans who devoted 
their time, or even their lives, to service.
	 Community members have plenty of opportunities 
and ways to give back to veterans in the area.

Gestures anyone can embrace 
in support of veterans
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THANK A

TODAY

Let us never take
our freedom for granted.
On this Veterans Day, let’s remember the sacrifices our veterans and their 

families have made. Join with us in honoring and thanking all those who 
have served or are serving in the United States Armed Forces.

VFW Post 10147
Always seeking new members. Call for information.
407-889-8266 • 519 S. Cental Ave., Apopka, FL 32703

For protecting our freedom, our nation and our
values, we are forever indebted to America’s veterans.

We will never forget your service and sacrifi ce.

GRATEFUL
to Our Veterans

407-880-3530
1012 E. Semoran Blvd.  Apopka St. Reg. 

#MV05682www.JandKautomotiveinc.com

FAIR • HONEST • DEPENDABLE
All Work Guaranteed

Serving Satisfi ed Customers Since 1987

J&K Automotive, Inc.

Thank you. Military Appreciation
10% discount on all services!

VETERANS
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FOR THEIR COURAGE, SACRIFICE AND HEROISM 

AND FOR GIVING US THE OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE IN 

THE LAND
OF THE

FREE

(407) 889-8042 • 6505 W. Jones Ave
Zellwood , FL 32798

AND THE HOME
OF THE

BRAVE
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Shelley’s Septic Tanks

P.O. Box 336, Apopka, FL 32704-0336
www.apopkawomansclub.org

For your service,
For your courage,
For your sacri� ce,

For your dedication,

Salute to Veterans
Honoring All Who Served

Thank
You for

Protecting
Our Lives

and Liberty!

With deep respect 
and great gratitude, 

we wish all who have 
served a happy and 
safe Veterans Day.

Commissioner 
Alexander Smith and family

Apopka Veterans 
Day Events
Veterans Day Program 2024

Saturday, November 9, 2024 
Hosted by the Apopka VFW Post 10147. 
Join us on November 9, 2024 at 11 AM tob 12:30 PM
Patmos Chapel followed by lunch for Veterans and 
their families.

Veterans Day Service 2024 

Monday, November 11, 2024 
Hosted by the Apopka VFW Post 10147. 
Join us on November 11, 2024 at 11 AM at Kit Land 
Nelson Park followed by food & beverages at the 
Apopka Community Center.

Millions of people make considerable sacrifices 
to protect the freedoms of their fellow citizens. 
According to the Pew Research Center and data 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs and the U.S. 
Census Bureau, there are currently more than 18 
million living veterans in the United States. 

The term “veteran” refers to a person who 
served in the active military, naval, air service, or 
space service and was discharged or released under 
conditions other than dishonorable. In the U.S., there 
are five types of protected veterans, according to 
the Vietnam Era Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance 
Act of 1974. Under VEVRAA, a veteran may be 
classified as a disabled veteran, recently separated 
veteran, active-duty wartime or campaign badge 

veteran, or Armed Forces service medal veteran.
Veterans deserve respect and admiration all year 

long, but also get their own holiday each November. 
Veterans Day celebrates veterans’ patriotism and 
willingness to sacrifice and serve. This Veterans Day, 
people can consider these eight unique ways to honor 
the veterans in their community.

1. Attend events. Organize or participate in local 
Veterans Day celebrations, such as parades and 
ceremonial events.

2. Get involved with veterans’ affairs. Support 
veterans by volunteering with organizations that 
assist them, such as the VA, local veteran’s groups, 
VA hospitals, or charities dedicated to veteran 
services.

3. Petition for veteran speakers. Reach out to 
schools, scout troops or other groups and arrange 
opportunities for veterans to share their stories and 
contributions. Learning about the sacrifices these 
men and women made can heighten individuals’ 
appreciation for veterans.

4. Support the families of veterans. Reach out to 
veterans’ families, who also must make sacrifices and 
concessions. Anything from shopping, babysitting, 
doing chores, or making a meal can help the families 
of veterans.

5. Make a donation. If finances allow, make 
contributions to reputable charities that provide 

services for veterans like those that offer mental 
health counseling or job placement services. If there 
isn’t a charity that fits with your vision, begin one.

6. Hire veterans to work. If you are a business 
owner or hiring manager, consider hiring veterans for 
open positions at your company. It can be challenging 
to re-enter the workforce after service, so make it 
known that your firm welcomes veterans.

7. Offer personal acknowledgements. Take the 
time to speak to veterans and thank them for their 
service. If possible, when dining out, ask the server 
if you can pay for the meal of a veteran who also is 
dining that day.

8. Don’t forget the fallen veterans. Although 
Memorial Day is designed to honor those who lost 
their lives through military service, people still can 
honor the fallen veterans on Veterans Day by sharing 
stories or placing flags at veteran cemeteries.

Veterans Day is celebrated on November 11, 
marking an opportunity to express one’s gratitude 
and support for the scores of veterans who have 
served honorably. 

This Veterans Day, people can consider these eight 
unique ways to honor the veterans in their community
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