
and Read Around the City 
has proven to help build 
that foundation, and more.

That’s why we’re ex-
panding it to include all of 
District 7 and adding an el-
ement to where everyone 
can participate – even the 
adults.

Here’s how it will 
work.

Students will log their 
reading minutes on an 
app called Beanstack, and 
throughout the push, there 
will be events in the com-
munity and in the schools 
to help develop the love for 
reading and to keep kids 
motivated.

At the end of the pro-
gram, the schools at each 
level (elementary, middle 
and high) with the most 

reading minutes logged 
will be named the cham-
pions!

Our goal? To have one 
million minutes of reading 
time logged by January 31, 
2024.

Here’s where you can 
help.

You can show kids 
that everyone loves to read 
and spread the message 
that reading is joyful and 
fun! All you need to do is 
download the communi-
ty Beanstalk app when it 
is launched and log your 
reading time.

Then, you just need to 
assign your minutes to your 
favorite school or just to 
the district’s goal.

 Get your whole fam-
ily involved, your church 
groups, book clubs or of-
fices signed up. Anyone, 

anywhere in the world, can 
sign up to be a part of this 
fun challenge!

In addition, help make 
your workplace a hotspot 
where students and fami-
lies can come, read and en-
joy discounts at the busi-
ness. 

There are already five 
businesses signed up, but 
we want to add more.

We are also look-
ing for sponsors to help us 
with providing incentives 
to keep the kids excited 
throughout the challenge. 
Sponsors can sponsor a 
school or the district.

If you are interested in 
becoming a Read Around 
the City sponsor or hotspot, 
go to https://www.re-imag-
inecommunities.org/ for 
more details on both oppor-
tunities.

The challenge is al-
ready getting a lot of at-
tention. The University of 
Central Florida, the Or-
lando Magic and the Flori-
da Chamber of Commerce 
have all asked to help. This 
is going to be a big deal 
for our community and our 
children!

We all know how im-
portant literacy is for our 
students’ futures and we 
know that fostering a love 
of reading at a young age is 
one of the best ways to de-
velop strong literacy skills.

Let’s show our kids 
that their community cares 
and supports them as we all 
Read Around the City! Fol-
low my Facebook page for 
updates and the link to the 
app coming soon at https://
www.facebook.com/Me-
lissaByrdOCPS
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cannot exist as a permanent 
form of government. It can 
only exist until the voters 
discover that they can vote 
themselves largesse from 
the public treasury. From 
that moment on, the ma-
jority always votes for the 
candidates promising the 
most benefits from the pub-
lic treasury with the result 
that a democracy always 
collapses over loose fiscal 
policy, always followed by 
a dictatorship. The average 
age of the world’s great-
est civilizations has been 
200 years.” Then he states 
eight stages a democracy 
will gravitate to in its de-
cline. See if you can relate 
to these stages of deterio-
ration: “ From bondage to 
spiritual faith; From spiri-
tual faith to great courage; 
From courage to liberty; 
From liberty to abundance; 
From abundance to self-
ishness; From selfishness 

to apathy; From apathy to 
dependence; From depen-
dence back into bondage.” 

I guess what bothers 
me more than anything else 
is there are those out there 
who will read this warning 
and “ho-hum” their way 
into oblivion, not realizing 
we are progressing exactly 
as Lord Woodhouselee pre-
dicted. 

As of right now, we 
have the ability to counter-
act this atrocity before it 
overwhelms us. Stop and 
think, two hundred and fif-
ty years ago a king tried to 
tell us how we ought to live 
and how much we should 
give him for the privilege 
of being his subjects. 

We told him no, so he 
sent soldiers over to make 
us cower before the might-
iest army in the world at 
that time, and we told them 
where to go. 

That angered the king 
and his soldiers started 
shooting us. That was his 

mistake! After it started, we 
thirteen colonies stood up 
and said we will rule our-
selves, and we drew up the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence from the king and 
we wrote up our Constitu-
tion which stipulated that 
we would govern ourselves 
and the government was 
formed to protect our rights 
as free men, and we would 
be the overlords of the gov-
ernment and we would di-
rect its path. The king was 
defeated and relinquished 
his rights as a ruler over we 
Americans.

Once again, we stand 
at the crossroad of decision. 
Will we take our rightful 
place as the employers of 
our government employ-
ees, or will we whimper 
before this regime and beg 
them not to make threaten-
ing overtures to us. 

Remember the road of 
life is filled with flattened 
squirrels that could not 
make a decision.

Continued from page 2A

Hayden: History is being repeated
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, un-
der the Act of Congress of March 23, 1879. The Apopka Chief 
newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., ev-
ery Friday at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-
3417. An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County 
and $30 outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. 
Postmaster: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. 
Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Maxwell Frost (Dist. 10) ............. 202-225-2176
State Representatives
Doug Bankson .............................. 407-476-6787
Carolina Amesty (Dist. 45) .................unknown
State Senators
Geraldine Thompson (Dist.11)  407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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nicipalities to implement 
evidence-based community 
violence intervention (CVI) 
models. 

Both the county and 
City of Orlando have new 
programs which need time 
to mature. I also believe the 
City of Apopka should be-
gin a program.

Under intervention the 
plan recommends coordi-
nating with mental health 
providers to increase the 
number of providers in 
the areas identified and re-
quire agencies to increase 
their hours of operation. 
And this recommendation 
from my experience is key: 
teach and educate families, 
youth, and young adults on 
life skills programs.

 I’d like to know more 
about how the recommen-
dation will be faithful-
ly implemented. Dr. Tra-
cy Salem will be working 
with Deputy Chief of Staff 
Carol Burkett and Deputy 
Administration Carla Bell 
Johnson.

Under enforcement, it 
was recommended to con-
tinue the community am-
bassador program to con-
nect organization, commu-
nity leaders, and members 
on providing details on key 
resources, activities, and 
events offered in the coun-
ty. Secondly, it was sug-
gested that the Sheriff’s Of-
fice Behavioral Response 
Unit to promote awareness 
of their programs and ser-
vices. And, of course, this 
program should be replicat-
ed in the municipalities.

Finally, under prosecu-
tion ideas were promulgat-
ed to identify an advocate 
who will make pass leg-
islation which will create 
protections for witnesses. 
Additionally, the state at-
torney’s office should issue 
a statement of affirmation 
and commitment to fully 
prosecuting gun violence 
cases and increasing street 
cameras.

My office has spent a 
significant time promoting 
the Neighborhood Leader’s 
Program to share principles 

for keeping entire neigh-
borhoods, corridors, and 
communities safe from the 
intrusion of crime.  I have 
significant support in the 
Lockhart, Wekiwa Springs, 
and North Pine Hills area. 
I need more people to step 
up in the Apopka area. 
While there is significant 
participation on social me-
dia, I need more boots on 
the ground.

Nevertheless, the Or-
ange County Citizens Safe-
ty Task Force report ad-
dressed reducing crime. 
Their recommended ser-
vices include more mental 
health, credible messen-
gers, and conflict resolution 
training. 

As an active grand-
mother, I cannot stress 
enough the importance 
of character training for 
grandchildren. There is 
no reason to wait for local 
government to provide all 
the solutions. Every one of 
us have a role in building 
safer communities through 
quality time with family 
members.

Moore: Crime reduction addressed

Byrd: Read Around the City is being repeated

Continued from page 2A

Editor:
Near the conclusion of 

the June 21st meeting of the 
Apopka City Council, Kyle 
Becker announced that he 
would not be seeking re-
election as the commission-
er of Seat 3. He attributed 
the timing of his announce-
ment as an attempt to en-
sure that his actions for 
the remainder of his term 
would not be misconstrued 
as politically motivated.

Fast forward to very 
next council meeting held 
on July 5th, and Mr. Beck-
er almost gleefully intro-
duced a resolution to cen-
sure Mayor Bryan Nelson 
as it pertained to the em-
ployment status of former 
Apopka city attorney Mi-
chael Rodriguez. Contrary 
to his assertion on July 

21st, a resolution to cen-
sure is about as political as 
it gets and is not something 
that one does on the spur 
of the moment. Clearly, he 
had put a lot of thought into 
it. So, to one degree or an-
other, it appears that Mr. 
Becker lied when he stat-
ed that his actions would 
not be politically motivat-
ed. Granted, the manner 
in which Mr. Rodriguez’s 
employment and depar-
ture could have been better 
communicated by everyone 
involved and should have 
been discussed at the coun-
cil level so that a mutual 
understanding and agree-
ment could be reached by 
the council members. Un-
fortunately, Mr. Becker 

Intentions are not clear

See LETTER Page 9A
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3024 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, September 6, 2023 
beginning at 1:30 P.M. and Wednesday, September 20, 2023 beginning 
at 7:00 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

August 25, 2023

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that DENNY SHIVER has made an application to the 
City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a property located 
on the southeast corner of Plymouth Sorrento Road and Dowman Drive. 
This application relates to the following described property:

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s):  07-20-28-0000-00-030 
AND 07-20-28-0000-00-070
Contains: 5 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 3024
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS 
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA 
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND 
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY SNP PROPERTIES, 
LLC; LOCATED ON THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF PLYMOUTH SORRENTO 
ROAD AND DOWMAN DRIVE, COMPRISING 5 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; 
PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, 
CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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The Season for
Big Savings Is Now!
Schedule Soon & Save Up to $2000!

Free Estimates and Second Opinions for New Heating and Cooling Systems
morf esoohc ot snoitpO tnemyaP ynaM 

Service Available Seven Days a Week
Licensed and Professional Technicians

Cooling or Heating 
System Tune Up

$49
Price valid for one working unit. Excludes oil fi red systems. Valid at participating 
ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new construction, or commercial 
customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior sales. Call service center 
for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or transferred 
and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001. 
Offer expires 8/30/2023. 
License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

on a New Cooling
and Heating System with

our Buy Back Program!

SAVE
UP TO $2000

Savings requires purchase and installation of select complete heating and cooling 
system. Removal and disposal by Company of existing heating and cooling system 
required. Valid at participating ARS® Network locations. Not valid for third party, new 
construction, or commercial customers, with any other offers, discounts, or on prior 
sales. Call service center for details. Coupon required at time of service. Void if copied or 
transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 8/30/2023.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

(877) 709-1777Call today!
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transferred and where prohibited. Any other use may constitute fraud. Cash value $.001.
Offer expires 8/30/2023.

License numbers available at americanresidential.com/licenses

(877) 709-1777Call today!

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL 

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.
Call me for a quote 

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

   Agent   
  
   49 E 3rd St Ste A   
   Apopka, FL 32703-4245   
  
   Bus: 407-880-3167   
   www.theyeagerbomb.com   
             
              

   Shren Yeager   

Call me for a quote today

Local service
& great rates

School crossing guards are needed 
by Orange County. Paid positions are 
open near most neighborhood schools.

Adult school crossing guards are 
employed by the Sheriff of Orange 
County to protect children attending 
elementary and middle schools in all 
parts of the county. School crossing 
guards are paid $17.13 per hour and 
only work two hours a day. 

Cash allowances are paid for re-
cruiting assistance and good attend-
ance. Training, fi ngerprints, employ-
ment exam, and protective safety 
equipment are provided at no cost to 
the guards.

Candidates for employment must 
meet the minimum requirements whuch 
are: be at least 18 years of age; be a 
U.S. citizen or permanent registered al-

ien; have a high school diploma or state 
equivalency diploma (recommended 
but not mandatory); not have been con-
victed of a felony or a misdemeanor 
involving moral character, false state-
ments, perjury or domestic violence; 
be able to communicate in English; 
successfully pass an agility test; pass 
an occupational health medical exam; 
meet the vision qualifi cations; suc-
cessfully complete a state certifi cation 
course and re-certify annually; and be  
able to handle working with children in 
a high traffi c environment.

The Orange County Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce is an equal opportunity employer 
and its address is: OCSO, Human Re-
sources Division, 2500 W. Colonial 
Dr., Orlando 32804. Telephone 407-
836-4082 for details.

Positions are open for School Crossing Guards
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

AMENDMENTS TO APOPKA LAND 
DEVELOPMENT CODE

Notice is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 
3021 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of 
the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida 
on Wednesday, September 6, 2023 beginning at 1:30 P.M. AND 
Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above 
listed hearings to speak. The proposed Text Amendments can 
be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. 
Please be advised that, under State law, if you decide to 
appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will 
need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s 
Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

August 25, 2023
September 8, 2023

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Apopka proposes 
to amend the Land Development Code of the City of Apopka, 
Florida in accordance with Florida Statutes 166.0413(3)(c) and 
the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), to revise sections of said 
Land Development Code as specifi ed within the Ordinance title 
and within Ordinance Number 3021. The proposed amendments 
affect or may affect the use of property, the development of 
building and structures, and the development review process 
for land located within the jurisdiction of the City of 
Apopka, Florida.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

ORDINANCE NO. 3021
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
APOPKA BY AMENDING PART III – LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; ARTICLE 
3 – ZONING DISTRICTS, SECTION 3.3 RESIDENTIAL BASE ZONING 
DISTRICTS, 3.3.7. RMF RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY DISTRICT; BY 
AMENDING PART III, ARTICLE 3 – ZONING DISTRICTS, SECTION 
3.3. RESIDENTIAL BASE ZONING DISTRICT, 3.3.8. RESIDENTIAL 
MIXED-USE DISTRICT; BY AMENDING PART III, ARTICLE 3 – ZONING 
DISTRICTS, SECTION 3.6. SPECIAL PURPOSE ZONING DISTRICTS, 
3.6.3. MIXED-USE DOWNTOWN DISTRICT; BY AMENDING PART 
III, ARTICLE 3 – ZONING DISTRICTS, SECTION 3.7. PLANNED 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, 3.7.2. PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT; 
BY AMENDING PART III, ARTICLE 4 – USE REGULATIONS, SECTION 
4.2 PRINCIPAL USES, TABLE 4.2.2.C. PRINCIPAL USE TABLE; BY 
AMENDING PART III, ARTICLE 4 – USE REGULATIONS, SECTION 
4.3. ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES, TABLE 4.3.2.B. ACCESSORY 
USES AND STRUCTURES TABLE; BY AMENDING PART III, ARTICLE 5 
– DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, SECTION 5.1. OFF-STREET PARKING, 
BICYCLE PARKING AND LOADING STANDARDS, 5.1.8. OFF-STREET 
PARKING ALTERNATIVES, H. ALTERNATIVE SURFACING MATERIALS FOR 
PARKING AREAS; BY AMENDING PART III, APPENDIX D – DEVELOPPMENT 
DESIGN GUIDELINES, 3. RESIDENTIAL DESIGN GUIDELINES, 3.2.3. 
BALCONIES AND PORCHES; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, AND SETTING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

 

• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Argos Family Diner, 3346 E. Semoran Blvd.
• Beekays, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
• CenturyLink headquarters, SR 436
• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

 Plymouth-Sorrento Rds
• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Circle K, Ocoee-Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 

 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 
 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)

• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 
 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.

6/
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• 7-11, Highway 436 & Thompson Rd.
• 7-11, Highway 441 & 
 Piedmont-Wekiva Rd.
• 7-11 (Mobil), Highway 441 (Errol Pkwy 
 Errol Estate entrance) 
• Ace Meat & Grocery, 
 439 S. Central Ave. & 5th St.
• Apopka Chief rack, 
 400 N. Park Ave.
• Apopka High School
• Apopka Quick Mart (BP), Hwy 436 & 
 Lake Cortez Dr.
• Argos Family Diner,
 3346 E. Semoran Blvd.
• Beekays, N. Park Ave. 
 (across from the old Fla. Hosp. location)
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• Chevron Diamond Gas – Hwy 441 & 
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• Chevron Market, Hwy 441 & 
 Roger Williams Rd.
• Chuck’s Wagon, Main St., (Hwy 441)

Would You Like Extra Copies? 
You may purchase The Apopka Chief at the following locations in and around Apopka

Office Location: 400 N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.theapopkachief.com • Ph: 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121 • email: news@theapopkachief.com  •  ads@theapopkachief.com

• Circle K & BP, Hwy 441 S. of Walmart
• Circle K, Keene Rd / Clarcona
• Citgo, 441 & Boy Scout Blvd 
 (Plymouth)
• Citgo, Rock Springs Rd. (behind
 store by mail boxes)
• CVS #3748 - corner of Park Av 
 & Hwy 441
• Discount Beverage & Smoke 
 (Across from Checkers, Highway 441
• Circle K (Shell) #2404, Sheeler Rd at 
 corner of Apopka Blvd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #6157, 
 S. Park Avenue
• Circle K (Shell) #2334, Rock Springs Rd & 
 Kelly Park Rd
• Circle K #1288, Welch Rd & 
 Wekiva Springs Rd.
• Circle K (Marathon) #1063, Zellwood, 
 2691 Highway 441
• Compare Fresh Market, 436 behind Aaron’s
• Crosby’s Motor Inn, 

 Hwy 441 & Errol Parkway (Errol Estate)
• Marathon, Main St. (midland downtown)
• McDonald’s, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Mobil, (Citgo) Hwy 441 
 (next to Burger K)
• Orange County Service Center, 
 N. Park Ave. 
• Perkins Restaurant 
 Hwy 441, in Victoria Plaza Parking Lot)
• Plymouth Post Offi ce, 
 Plymouth/Sorrento Rd
• Porkies BBQ, Highway 441 (downtown)
• Post Offi ce, N. Park Ave. (Martin St)
• Publix, Park Ave/Rock Springs Rd. & 
 Welch Rd.
• Sam’s Discount, Overland & 
 Apopka Blvd.
• Sun Resort, 3000 Clarcona Rd.
• Sunoco Happy Foods, Hwy 441 & 
 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
• Trader Mae’s, Rock Springs Rd
• UPS Store (The), Rock Springs 

 & Welch Rd. (Publix shopping center)
• Walgreens, corner of Park Ave 
 and Hwy 441
• Walgreens, N. Park Ave/Welch Rd.
• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.
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www.TheApopkaChief.com
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• Wawa Store, 449 W. Main St. - 
 corner of Hwy 441 and Bradshaw
• Wawa Store, 441 & Piedmont Wekiva
 across from Walmart
• Wekiva High School, Hiawassee Rd.
• Winn Dixie #2246 – Hwy 441 
 (beside Lowe’s)
• Zellwood Station (inside MHP)
• Zellwood Truck Stop Diner, Hwy 441
• Zellwood Water Users, Inc., 3262  
 Robinson St.

walk repair and installation 
in the CRA District to in-
clude north of Main Street, 
increased funding for af-
fordable housing in the 
Residential Impact Fee As-
sistance Program, and three 
new community parks to be 
planned, designed and in-
stalled. 

The Community Re-

Continued from page 1A

CRA: District comprised of 611 acres
development Area (CRA) 
Board had its workshop 
meeting on July 19 to re-
view its fiscal year 2024 
budget.

The funding source is 
the CRA Redevelopment 
Trust Fund, established by 
Ordinance No. 783 on June 
16, 1993, and uses Tax In-
crement Funding (TIF) 
from Orange County and 
the city of Apopka. All 
projects and programs are 
in accordance with Florida 

Statutes and the CRA Rede-
velopment Plan 2017~Up-
date.  

Located downtown, 
the Apopka CRA is com-
prised of 644 acres that has 
a mix of residences, busi-
nesses, and historic proper-
ties. The CRA is bound on 
the south by Tenth and 11th 
Streets, Hawthorne Avenue 
to the west, Oak Street to 
the north; and sections of 
multiple streets to the east 
including but not limited to 

Highland Avenue, Monroe 
Avenue, and Alabama Av-
enue. 

The local government 
created Apopka’s Commu-
nity Redevelopment Agen-
cy Board to direct the agen-
cy. 

The Apopka Board 
is comprised of the City 
Council, an Orange County 
Board of County Commis-
sioners representative, and 
other individuals appointed 
by the local government.

A woman’s body was found 
on Boy Scout Road in Apopka the 
morning of Friday, August 18, the 
Orange County Sheriff’s Office says.

The following is from the 

Orange County Sheriff’s Office: 
“On August 18, 2023 at 6:50 a.m., 
deputies responded to the 1900 block 
of Boy Scout Road in regards to an 
unresponsive female. Upon arriving, 

deputies located a woman in her 20’s 
who was deceased. This is an ongoing 
death investigation and we do not 
have any additional details to release 
at this time.”

Woman’s body found on Boy Scout Road
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See You At The Pole Day nationally is 
Wednesday, September 27 at a local time. 

Around the globe, students meet at fl ag-
poles to pray for their schools. The event 
began in 1990 in Burleson, Texas, when a 
group of teenagers gathered to pray for sev-
eral schools.

This year’s theme is “Pray Fervently in 
Righteousness,” and is based on James 5:16b 
(NKJV), “The effective, fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avails much.” 

Prayer is key to renewal in our nation.

See You At The Pole
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Community Church 

Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship 11:30 AM

Livestream: 
tinyurl.com/4ak7933j

9913 Bear Lake Rd., Apopka, FL
graceworxcc@gmail.com  

321-228-4599

SATURDAY SERVICES

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF SERVICE

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping

• Tree Trimming 
& Removal 

• Landscape 
  Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

• Tree Trimming & Removal 
• Landscape Installation 

• Stump Grinding
• Grapple Truck Services

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 09/30/23.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 09/30/23.
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Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 09/30/23.
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Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD
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The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

3x5

The Tavares Lions Club will use 
your recyclable eye glasses for the 
program “Project Right to Sight.”

Tavares
Lions Club
352-343-0180

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777
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Your Dream 
Garage*

OFF
15%

Get your free estimate today!

1.877.460.1493
*Must be presented at the initial appointment. Cannot be combined with any other offers.
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

AMENDMENTS TO 
APOPKA CODE OF ORDINANCES

Notice is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Number 
3022 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of 
the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida 
on Wednesday, September 6, 2023 beginning at 1:30 P.M. AND 
Wednesday, September 20, 2023 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above 
listed hearings to speak. The proposed Text Amendments can 
be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. 
Please be advised that, under State law, if you decide to 
appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will 
need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s 
Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

August 25, 2023
September 8, 2023

NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Apopka proposes an 
amendment to the City of Apopka Code of Ordinances Chapter 
18, Section 18-49 as specifi ed within the title of Ordinance 
3022. The proposed amendments may affect the development of 
building and structures, and the development review process 
for land located within the jurisdiction of the City of 
Apopka, Florida.

 Apopka Planning Commission
 Apopka City Council
 Community Development Department

ORDINANCE NO. 3022
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
APOPKA, FLORIDA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 18, BUILDING AND BUILDING 
REGULATIONS, SECTION 18-49, BY AMENDING THE REJECTION 
OR CORRECTION NOTICES FEES; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, AND 
SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Got
EVENTS?
Publicize Them

Call The Apopka Chief at 
407-886-2777, fax 407-889-4121, or 
email news@theapopkachief.com

Use Our Online Forms
www.theapopkachief.com

Send us Your News • Email: news@theapopkachief.com

“… I felt like I was 
a little bit nervous before 
speaking, but once I was 
done with the first meet-
ing, I felt like I started to 
feel more comfortable with 
talking about it and not be-
ing scared and rushing my 
conversation or anything,” 
he said. “I feel like my 
speaking has gotten bet-
ter since Washington D.C., 
which has helped me a lot.”

According to Nathan-
iel’s father Jermaine Plum-
mer, since returning home 
from D.C., there has been 
“this fire” in his son to want 
to speak up more on Type 1 
diabetes. 

“In the beginning, I 
think he was a little skepti-

cal kind of with going, but 
the one thing that I can tell 
you is he did come back 
and it did change his per-
spective because it actu-
ally opened him up,” Jer-
maine Plummer said. “He’s 
always been very outgoing, 
full of light. Any person 
that he meets, they’re as-
tounded with how he’s able 
to speak, how he’s able to 
just not be scared to have a 
conversation with just any-
body no matter what walk 
of life it is.”

Nathaniel was diag-
nosed with Type 1 diabe-
tes at age 4-½. Now that 
Nathaniel is older, he has 
learned how to better man-
age his diabetes because of 
the improved technology. 

The Plummer fami-

ly has been involved with 
JDRF for about eight years, 
since one year after Na-
thaniel’s diagnosis. As vol-
unteers, the family fund-
raises and speaks to new-
ly diagnosed families and 
children about Type 1 dia-
betes. 

Last April, Nathan-
iel raised over $5,000 for 
JDRF at the organiza-
tion’s annual Orlando One 
Walk, placing him as one of 
JDRF’s top 10 teams.

“Obviously from when 
Nathaniel was diagnosed, 
we’ve always been advo-
cates of the JDRF. Once 
we realized what the or-
ganization was about each 
and every year, it has only 
gotten more impactful, es-
pecially for him,” said Jer-

maine Plummer. “The one 
thing with Nathaniel is that 
he wasn’t where we are, 
there’s not a lot of kids that 
are Type 1. So, for him to 
go to the JDRF (Children’s 
Congress) and be involved 
in these events, he obvi-
ously is around kids that 
share the same things that 
he does. It’s just been good 
every single year. It’s just 
been more impactful.” 

A global organization 
that funds Type 1 diabetes 
research, JDRF’s mission is 
to accelerate life-changing 
breakthroughs to cure, pre-
vent, and treat Type 1 dia-
betes and its complications. 
Since its inception, JDRF 
has invested more than $2.2 
billion in research funding.
JDRF’s website is jdrf.org.

D.C.: Trip instilled ‘fire’ in teen to speak 
more about Type 1 diabetes, father says
Continued from page 5A

chose to go the censure route which 
has no teeth and is simply a means 
to grandstand and attack and embar-
rass a political adversary as a precur-
sor to an election. Why would he do 
this? I can’t say for sure but I suspect 
it’s because he still hasn’t gotten over 
the fact that he lost the 2022 mayoral 
election.

August 2nd was truly a sad day 
for Apopka as Mr. Becker put him-
self and his ego ahead of city business 
and pushed forward with his censure 
resolution. Of course, it passed on 
a 3-1 majority with the usual coun-
cil members voting in the affirma-
tive. When Mayor Nelson offered his 
rebuttal, Mr. Becker, Mr. Nesta and 
Mrs. Velasquez repeatedly interrupted 
and talked over the Mayor. It was ob-
vious that they were uncomfortable 
being on the receiving end of criti-
cism as they had become accustomed 
to Mayor Nelson and other city em-

ployees being their personal political 
punching bag.

If all of that wasn’t bad enough, 
at the conclusion of the meeting, 
Mayor Nelson agreed to a brief inter-
view by a WESH Channel 2 report-
er. Mr. Becker, apparently caught up 
in his own political euphoria, saw fit 
to shout out to the reporter, “Be care-
ful, that Mayor will lie to you.” What 
drives an adult to be so petty and be-
have so childishly? What drives a per-
son to put their own political fortunes 
ahead of their community? Does he 
not see that his actions are a costly 
embarrassment to the city that he sup-
posedly represents? Does he even 
care? These are all legitimate ques-
tions.

The biggest problem with the 
Apopka City Council is that three of 
the commissioners don’t  understand 
that their role is legislative and policy 
driven, not administrative. However, 
they see fit to insert themselves into 
the day to day operation of the City 

to the point that they’re intrusive and 
lend themselves to what could evolve 
into a hostile work environment be-
cause of their foul language and ag-
gressive tone toward city employees. 
On the other hand, the role of a strong 
Mayor is both legislative and admin-
istrative. Unfortunately it has become 
exponentially harder for Mayor Nel-
son to do the job he was elected to do 
because certain members of the com-
mission seem preoccupied with tell-
ing him how to do his job while at the 
same time attacking him politically at 
every turn. Meanwhile, Apopka suf-
fers.

Mr. Becker needs to stop acting 
like a petulant child, re-align his pri-
orities, show some genuine leader-
ship, and do the job that he was elect-
ed to do. If he’s unable or unwilling, 
then possibly it would be in the best 
interest of Apopka if he were to step 
down.

David Rankin

Letter: Problem: council role is misunderstood
Continued from page 4A
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