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Economic woes can be corrected

Editor:

In case you are con-
fused about what is going
on with our country, you
might want to increase your
understanding of the basis
for our current economic
woes. Knowledge by itself
won’t cure anything, but it
will certainly shed light on
what has caused some of
the huge problems we face
today. And we could even
possibly be so inspired as
to gather up our courage
and actually DO something
about it before it is utterly
too late. As the old adage
goes, knowledge IS power.

I just watched Thom-
as Sowell as he was inter-
viewed by Peter Robinson
(Uncommon Knowledge
series) of the Hoover insti-
tute as they discussed his
book titled Basic Econom-

ics. This book is actually a
revision to his earlier book
by the same name.

The interview took
place 14 years ago, and, as
all his interviews are, he is
entertaining as well as in-
formative. I actually have
had this book for 12 years
or more, but when you see
and hear him talk, he brings
to it a perspective of such
easy understanding. When
he explains, he makes eco-
nomics, which I always felt
was too complicated for
ME to understand, seem
so logical. Which it should
be. 2+2 will always equal
4, no matter what the latest
fashion is in teaching arith-
metic, or whatever name it
goes by, in public school.

Anyway, [ recommend
that you spend the 33 min-
utes that it takes to watch

this video. It is available for
free on YouTube.

Thomas Sowell is one
of my heroes. His life sto-
ry is fascinating. A poor
child from Gastonia, NC,
transplanted to New York
City to be raised in Har-
lem where he blossomed.
When asked if they had a
lot of books in the house,
he said, “No! I lived across
the street from a public li-
brary!”

And as unlikely as his
humble beginnings were,
he is an amazing and in-
spiring person. He loves
this country, but when
pushed for an answer, he
seems to have doubts as to
our future if we continue on
our current path of self-de-
struction.

Nancy C. Thomas
Apopka

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

ANNEXATION
CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044,
the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development
Code, Article 1II, Section 2.5.1.A, that Darrell and Lisa
Morgan have made an application to the City of Apopka City
Council for an ANNEXATION of a property located at 1853 Vick
Road. This application relates to the following described
property:

ORDINANCE NO. 3018

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY WORD OF LIFE CHURCH
APOPKA; LOCATED AT 1853 VICK ROAD, COMPRISING 5.73 ACRES,
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK,
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Parcel Identification Number (s): 33-20-28-0000-00-012

Contains: 5.73 +/- acres
NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 3018
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its

regularly scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of
the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida
on Wednesday, August 2, 2023 beginning at 1:30 P.M and
Wednesday, August 16, 2023 beginning at 7:00 P.M. or as soon
thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above
listed hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department
locatewd at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours
of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below.
Please be advised that, under State law, 1if you decide to
appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will
need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure
that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s
Office at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone:
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council

Florida creates IRS transparency

By Andrew Powell |
The Center Square
Contributor

Florida has launched a
new tool to allow citizens to
report any harassment they
may experience from Inter-
nal Revenue Service agents.

Chief Financial Officer
Jimmy Patronis announced
during a roundtable on
Thursday the launch of the
Florida IRS Transparency
Portal. It was created for pri-
vate businesses, individuals,
and nonprofit organizations
to report any evidence of dis-
crimination by IRS agents.

The portal will help
identify patterns of discrim-
ination by specific IRS op-
eratives targeting certain po-
litical causes or beliefs. CFO
Patronis said in a release
from his office that what the
IRS is doing is a “shake-
down” of Florida.

“This morning, we de-
ployed the Florida IRS
Transparency Portal where
Floridians can submit com-
plaints about individual IRS
agents. We will take this in-

formation to look for pat-
terns on how the IRS is tar-
geting Floridians, which will
help us craft laws to protect

our businesses,” Patronis
said in a statement.
Patronis noted that

transparency is the “best dis-
infectant,” which is why the
public will now have a tool
to report harassment by the
IRS and to report those find-
ings to Congress.

“We will also provide
reports to members of Con-
gress who help oversee the
IRS,” Patronis said. “With
this  information, they’ll
have better insight into how
the IRS targets families and
small businesses, so they’re
more effective at reining an
agency that Biden is hell-
bent on leveraging as his
own political operation. This
information will be reported
to Congressional committees
who oversee the tax agency
so further action can be taken
to keep the IRS in check.”

Patronis encouraged
Floridians who feel target-
ed by the IRS to immediate-

ly report it through the por-
tal and pointed out during
the roundtable that the Biden
Administration is weapon-
izing the IRS because Presi-
dent Joe Biden is spending
more than he can get.

“It should be no surprise
that Washington has an in-
satiable appetite for taxpay-
er money. The federal gov-
ernment is running a defi-
cit, so every $3 in revenue
the IRS takes in, $4 goes out
the door,” Patronis said dur-
ing the roundtable. “That’s
deficit spending in a nutshell
and it is not sustainable. Ad-
ditionally, Biden’s inflation
crisis has worsened the bal-
ance sheet. Now they’re rais-
ing interest rates to combat
inflation which is cooling the
economy.”

Patronis added that in
order for the Biden Adminis-
tration to continue to spend,
the IRS needs to collect more
money from Americans. Pa-
tronis stated that the IRS is
“fishing” in Florida because
money flows into the Sun-
shine State.

Safety: K-12 procedures are defined

Continued from page 2A

Requires restrooms and
changing facilities at K-12
education institutions be
designated for exclusive
use by biological males or
biological females, or that
there is a unisex restroom/
changing facility.

School districts must
also update their student
codes of conduct and certi-

fy their schools are in com-
pliance with the new rest-
rooms and changing facili-
ties requirement.
Education Records

Directs districts to de-
velop procedures for a par-
ent to specify any change
from the child’s legal name
in school, thereby ensuring
transparency for parents.
School-Sponsored Events
and Activities

Protects the innocence
of students by ensuring
they are not exposed to in-
appropriate  school-spon-
sored events and activities.

The full State Board
agenda and supporting ma-
terials can be found on
the Department of Educa-
tion’s website at https://
www.fldoe.org/policy/
state-board-of-edu/meet-
ings/2023/2023-07-19/.

Moore: Specific disaster is specified
Continued from page 2A

that much of the funding will reach our dis-
trict or the northwest portion of the county.
I still believe there is a nexus to stormwater
drainage improvements and cutting down
large, diseased trees. I will certainly advo-
cate diligently to bring some of this fund-
ing to our portion of Orange County.

This is important because my office
has fielded numerous calls to help elderly
residents in South Apopka with large trees
falling on their homes. It is heartbreaking
when neighbors do not take care of trees,
and then the financial burden, and the tree
falls on the neighboring property. I would
love to remove some old diseased trees in
older, low-income areas of District 2.

Next steps for our Housing Depart-
ment will be to create a project website,
share data with FEMA and HUD, devel-
op a strategy for stakeholder input, in-
crease capacity to handle the demands of
the grant, and track time and costs. Grants,
while a blessing in funding, require signifi-
cant time and attention from Orange Coun-
ty staff.

I will keep you apprised of their prog-
ress on the $219,712,000 from HUD over
the next few years.

ing for economic opportunities such as at-
tracting, retaining, and revitalizing busi-
nesses or jobs in disaster-impacted areas. I
recently took my grandchildren and mom
to Daytona Beach Shores for a few days. I
was astounded at the number of pools de-
stroyed and the amount of beach erosion.
I’m sure Volusia County will be pleased to
utilize some of this Block Grant (CDBG-
DR) money to repair these big tourist ar-
eas.

The final category is for public servic-
es, and it is limited to 15 percent. Funding
areas including housing counseling, legal
advice and representation, and job training.
The amount of funding is based on dam-
age estimate and unmet disaster recovery
needs.

Another requirement is that to be a
CDBG — the funding should primarily
serve low-and moderate-income persons
and geographic areas. And, finally, the
funding should benefit or be tied to the di-
saster for which the grant funding was al-
located.

Thus, I do not hold out a lot of hope

Hayden: Actions show our beliefs

Continued from page 2A The right to pursue your
dreams and your happi-
ness. And the recognition
that those three most-pre-
cious rights came from our
“Creator,” not some king or
government.

Our American Trin-
ity is: Liberty, E Pluribus
Unum, In God We Trust.

I choose to stand as
Joshua 24:15 states: And
if it seem evil unto you to
serve the LORD, choose
you this day whom ye will

of the flood, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land
ye dwell: but as for me and
my house, we will serve the
LORD.

To this scripture I will
add : By the action of serv-
ing my country, its people,
and the cause of freedom!

Humility is one of the
greatest gifts learned from
many struggles but, if not
accepted as a lesson taught,
your life will be filled with
loneliness, bitterness, and

thought of them as a colo-
ny of impertinent rabble-
rousers who did not want
to give him his due as their
benefactor.

What he did not realize
was the spirit of freedom
that the colonists them-
selves recognized as GOD-
given.

Our United States of
America is the only country
in the history of Mankind
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that is founded on these
three things: The right to

serve; whether the gods
which your fathers served

isolation from those who
want nothing more than to

live. The right to be free. that were on the other side be a part of your life.
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Top lakes, outdoor show among the many activities lately

ees who came to the show
from all 50 states, and 80
countries throughout the
world. It was a great show
and I was very proud to
represent The Apopka Chief
at the show.

There were many cat-
egories, but two of the top
winners that got my atten-
tion included the new chat-
ter-bait from Z-Man Fish-
ing Products, the Chat-
ter-bait Elite EVO and the
Berkley PowerBait Nessie,
from Pure Fishing, Inc. I
could go on and on about
all the new products that

Hello Folks,

What a great week last
week in Central Florida.
BASS released its top 100
lakes in the United States.
Florida had three lakes in
the top 10 — Stick Marsh,
Orange Lake, and Lake
Okeechobee. We also had
nine lakes that made the top
100 lakes for bass fishin’.

You can read all about
the lakes in each state by
reading the latest edition
on BassMaster Magazine.
Also, last week, I had the
opportunity to visit the

Jim Keck
Goin’ Fishin’

ICAST show held at the
convention center in Orlan-
do. There were 633 booths
at the show. Anything and
everything that has to do
with fishin’ and boatin’ was
represented at the show.
There were 13,346 attend-

IS =
DIRECTV
DON'T COMPROMISE. GET DIRECTV.

2-YEAR PRICE GUARANTEE
Contact your local DIRECTYV dealer!

855-5 12-6008

New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req'd). Credit card req'd (except MA & PA). Price incl. TV Pkg & equip. fees for
first TV. Charges may apply for each add’l connected TV. *Add’l Terms for Satellite customers: $19.95 activation. Early agmt termination fee
applies (520/ mo.) & add'l fee applies if not returned. Restr's apply.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
VARIANCE REQUEST
CITY OF APOPKA

The City of Apopka Planning Commission, in accordance with
Article II, Section 2.5.5.A of the City’s Land Development Code
(LDC), herein advises you that L. JORDAN DRAPER, P.E. requests
a VARIANCE from LDC, Section 5.5.11 Retaining Walls, to allow
a maximum height of 10-feet of retaining walls in lieu of the
6-foot height maximum in specific locations within the project
boundary as demonstrated by the accompanying site plan. This
application relates to the following described property:

Legend
T - Subject Property
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Parcel Identification Number(s): 20-21-28-0000-00-028,
20-21-28-0000-00-021, 20-21-28-0000-00-025 and
20-21-28-0000-00-024

Contains: 28.02 +/- Acres

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held
in the City of Apopka Council Chambers on Tuesday, August
8, 2023 beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
possible. The variance application 1is available for review
at the Community Development Department at Apopka City Hall,
120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida between the hours of
8:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above
listed hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect
to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the
appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing
assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,
Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka Planning Commission

July 21, 2023 Community Development Department
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were at the show, but 'm  most part. You can catch
sure you can find a lot of some bass on West Lake
information online about early in the mornin’ or right
these new products. at dark thirty. The bass fish-

Kyle at Bitter’s Bait in’ on the Harris Chain is a
and Tackle reports that a little slow but there are lots
few folks are still catchin® of places you can still catch
some specks in Lake Jesup a bass if you want to put in
under the State Road 417 the time to find ’em. Kyle
bridge. The bluegills are also reports that folks are
still bitin’ pretty good on catchin’ numbers of bass in
red worms this past week- the Butler Chain. It’s that

has been good for bass,
especially  for  school-
ers. Folks are getting’ on
the water real early and
catchin’ the schoolers at
first light. Noisy top-water
baits and lipless crank-baits
have been workin’ the best.

I hope everyone has a
great week and I hope you
get a chance to do some
fishin’ real soon. See ya

end. We had a new moon time of year when they will next week.
this past Monday and I'm  start schoolin’ up so make Tip of the week: go
sure that got the bluegills sure to keep a lipless crank-  fishin’.

to bitin’.
The bass fishin’ has
been pretty good for the

bait tied on to one of your
rods.
The Maitland Chain

Save a few and good
luck!

Towel: Event will be recorded,
broadcast on radio at later dates

The event will start at
5 p.m. with an informal so-
cial hour and cash bar with
coaches, sponsors, alum-
ni and other guests, fol-
lowed by an intimate prix
fixe dinner at 6 p.m. Imme-
diately following dinner, at
approximately 8 p.m., the
coaches will make their
presentations, recorded for
the Talkin’ Old School ra-
dio program.

The coaches will be
available for the open ques-
tion-and-answer  session
with dinner guests. Coach-
es will also be available for
interviews with media who
attend the event.

The event is open to
the public, reservations
for the dinner event can
be made by phone by call-
ing Christner’s at 407-645-
4443,

Continued from page 1B Lesswing. Williams ex-
pressed gratitude for the
support of the Christ-
ner family for hosting the
Crying Towel and Christ-
ner’s Operations Manager
Jim Flanagan for his sup-
port of Talkin’ Old School
and high school athletics in
Central Florida.

“This event would not
be possible without the sup-
port of the Christner Fam-
ily, Jim Flanagan, Christ-
ner’s Operations Manager,
and the support of our other
sponsors. They recognize
the importance of making
a commitment to the Cen-
tral Florida community and
celebrating the tremendous
positive impact of high
school athletics and, espe-
cially, the contributions of
these dedicated coaches,”
Williams said.

now carries his name.

Williams, creator and
host of the Talkin’ OId
School radio program, is an
Apopka Blue Darter footn-
ball alumnus. He will help
to facilitate the program’s
question-and-answer  pe-
riod and the coaches’ pre-
sentations will be the top-
ic for Talkin’ Old School
with Roger Franklin Wil-
liams radio program that
will broadcast Saturday
August 19, on FM 94.9 and
AM 950 The Answer from
8-9 p.m.; and on Thursday,
August 24, at 7 p.m. on FM
969 The Game and AM
740.

Williams will be as-
sisted by veteran Cry-
ing Towel co-hosts Despi-
na McLaughlin and Becky

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SPECIAL EXCEPTION

NOTICE 1is hereby given that LOWNDES LAW FIRM C/O TARA TEDROW,
ESQ. has made an application, in accordance with Apopka Code of
Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Appendix A, Section F
to the City of Apopka Planning Commission for a SPECIAL EXCEPTION
TO ALLOW DUPLEX DEVELOPMENT IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OVERLAY DISTRICT OF
THE WYLD OAKS DEVELOPMENT (FORMERLY KNOWN AS KELLY PARK CROSSING).

This application relates to the following described property located
west of SR 429, east of Golden Gem Road and north of Capital Reef
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Parcel Identification Numbers: 13-20-27-0000-00-072,
13-20-27-0000-00-037, 13-20-27-0000-00-059, 13-20-27-0000-00-036,
13-20-27-0000-00-038, 13-20-27-0000-00-056, 13-20-27-0000-00-024
Contains: 44.74 +/- acres

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission
will hold a public hearing to consider the special exception
request at its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers
of the Apopka City Hall on Tuesday, August 8, 2023, beginning
at 5:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above
listed hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State
law, 1if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect
to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the
appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing
assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should
contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,
Apopka, Florida 32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than
48 hours prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission

2023 Community Development Department

July 21,
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