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Disney: State has showered it with special favors and privileges

Continued from page 2A now appears to believe it is entitled
to do anything it wants without con-
sequences. Disney is now learning
the hard way that launching acer-
bic, high-profile political broad-
sides against state officials, and
vowing to fund state officials’ po-
litical opponents is not a smart way
to keep the long-running gravy train
rolling.

Make no mistake, Walt Disney
World needs the symbiotic relation-
ship it had with Florida policymak-
ers more than Florida policymak-
ers need the relationship with Dis-
ney. Disney cannot just abandon its
multi-billion-dollar Walt Disney
World properties in the Sunshine
State.

Even if it could, where would
Disney relocate? Disney profits
greatly from an East Coast theme

pulled himself out of Iger’s —er, |
mean Wile E. Coyote’s — trap and
turned the tables on the self-de-
scribed genius, as the Roadrunner
always does. Maybe Disney and
Iger will finally learn not to tar-
get the Roadrunner. More likely,
Disney will continue targeting the
Roadrunner until Disney brings
complete destruction upon itself.
Pride and hubris are set to be
Disney’s undoing. For more than
half a century, Disney has been
showered by state officials with
special favors and privileges. Some
of those favors are repayment for
Disney’s lucrative bipartisan cam-
paign contributions. Other favors
were given in an effort to please an
iconic giant corporation. Like many
spoiled children, however, Disney

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ROAD IMPACT FEE UPDATE

NOTICE 1is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(a), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III,
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that The City
of Apopka is amending the Code of Ordinances to update its Road
Impact Fees.

ORDINANCE NO. 3001
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA; AMENDING CHAP-
TER 22, ARTICLE Ill., SECTIONS 22-48 INTENT AND PURPOSE
OF ARTICLE; 22-50. DEFINITIONS; AND 22-54 RATE SCHEDULE,
OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF APOPKA RELATING
TO ROAD IMPACT FEES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notice is given that the City of Apopka City Council will hold a
public hearing for Ordinance Number 3001 at its regularly scheduled
meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall,
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, April 19, 2023
beginning at 7:00 P.M. AND Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, May 3, 2023
beginning at 1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning
Applications can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development
Department located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below.
Please be advised that, under State law, if you decide to appeal
a decision made with respect to this matter, you will need a
record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim
record is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence
upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities
needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings
should contact the City Clerk’s Office at 120 East Main Street,
Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours
prior to the proceeding.

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department
April 14, 2023
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Read Florida’s public notices in
this newspaper or online to find out.
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park presence. Nowhere else in the
eastern United States is there such
favorable year-round weather, air-
port access, and available land as in

Florida.

Florida elected officials, mean-

while, are finally learning that
standing up for their constituents’
interests is more important — and
more politically popular — than sim-

ply being Disney’s collective lap-

dog.

Constitution: Study information

Continued from page 2A

’

ate.
This says that as long
as these unconstitutional
executive agencies are re-
authorized, they stay! In
effect, they legalize agen-
cies that are currently un-

lawful.

Source: Constitution-
al Lawyer Mark Levin’s
amendment to “limit the
federal bureaucracy”
(Page 99-100 The Liberty
Amendments).

He has five more in
his book that do the op-

posite of what he claims.
Some constitutional ex-
pert!

For more on this, you
can go here: https://pub-
liushuldah.wordpress.
com/2014/04/25/mark-
levins-liberty-amend-
ments-legalizing-tyranny/

Byrd: Phonics improves reading

Continued from page 2A

has been new research that
has come out that suggests
that the way we have been
teaching reading the last
couple of decades is not the
way kid’s brains learn to
read. This research is com-
monly called the Science of
Reading.

With more advanced
brain scans and other data,
researchers have discovered
that for many years teach-
ers were taught a meth-
od of teaching reading that
missed a key ingredient:
systematic, explicit focus
on phonemic awareness and
decoding skills.

For years, teachers
have been taught that a bal-
anced literacy or “whole
language” approach to read-
ing was the way to teach
kids to read. This meth-
od focused on comprehen-
sion and made the assump-
tion that if kids understood
what the author was trying
to communicate, they could
figure out the words.

Phonics and word de-
coding skills were inter-

mittently taught, but there
wasn’t a systematic and
consistent focus on it be-
cause the overall meaning
of sentences was the focus
based on what experts in
the field were saying at the
time.

The latest evidence
shows that students have to
be taught explicitly how to
decode words, and that is
what good readers do when
they get to a word they don’t
know in a passage.

That doesn’t mean that
comprehension skills and
language skills get ignored.
It just means that phonemic
skills have to play a bigger
part and cannot be over-
looked as a first line of at-
tack when kids get to un-
known words.

In an effort to embrace
this new research, OCPS
has just revealed a new ap-
proach to reading instruc-
tion district-wide that puts
in place a more balanced
approach to literacy with
the incorporation of vari-
ous programs that promote
foundational skills in de-
coding as well as higher lev-

el skills in literacy.

Another key compo-
nent to this new process is
that every student will be
screened in grades K and
1 for early reading skills.
These screenings will pro-
vide a Predictor of Signifi-
cant

Reading Difficulties
(PSRD) to include reading
disabilities, such as dys-
lexia, if intervention does
not occur; identify potential
deficits in the areas of pho-
nological awareness, pho-
nemic awareness, phonics
(letter/sound recognition),
and word recognition; and
provide next steps for read-
ing instruction/intervention
planning and support.

With early screening
and intervention and im-
plementation of research
backed programs, the dis-
trict hopes to make signifi-
cant gains in literacy rates
for our students. I’m thrilled
that we have a school sys-
tem that is open to learn-
ing right along with our stu-
dents to find the best ap-
proaches to teaching our
kids.

Hayden: Carrying a grudge hurts

Continued from page 2A

twenty miles inside of a
free state to catch run-away
slaves and Cassopolis was
just twenty-one miles from
the Indiana border.

We could still see
homes that had hideaway
tunnels, and the whole
town was inhabited by
mostly black families. So,
we were aware of the ef-
fects, and causes of slavery,
but we were encouraged
and motivated by most of
the residents and their sto-
ries of courage and resolu-
tion displayed by many of
their ancestors.

Even in Cassopolis, we
were joined together by the
bond of American Broth-
erhood. Many of the men
had served in the two world
wars, and even though their
treatment wasn’t always
the best, on Veteran’s Day
they would march through
Cass with pride in their na-
tion, and utmost respect for
their banner, Old Glory.

Where have we failed?

learn from, and they need
to respect everyone they
meet. Somewhere along
the line, we have stopped
teaching the adage, “Live
and let live.” You have sov-
ereignty over your choic-
es of lifestyle, opinions,
friends, etc., but we need to
teach our kids that flaunt-
ing those choices to rup-
ture society shows major
disrespect to others and
their sovereignty over their
choices.

We have stopped
teaching tolerance. In-
stead, we teach “My way or
the highway!” There is no
more discussing a problem.
All that is shown by our ac-
tions is immediate retali-
ation, or revenge. We fly
off the handle, and become
judges, jury, and execution-
er without control of our
own reaction.

This did not happen
overnight. This has been
festering in our midst for
years. As a former “bar
hopper” of years ago, we
used to get into “knock

anger and our tussle, but

no matter who won or lost,
we would sit down together
and laugh about how it all
came about. No hard feel-
ings, no grudge, it was over
and forgotten.

The Bible says, “Be
ye angry and sin not.” It’s
not wrong to be angry. The
Bible also says, “Let not
the sun go down on your
wrath.”

The wrong comes from
carrying a grudge. We need
to lighten up and teach our
kids to control their emo-
tions.

I told my son, when he
was having trouble control-
ling his anger in school set-
tings, that when you feel
your anger rising, stop just
for a minute and think, “my
daddy loves me.” I know
that he has overcome most
of his anger problems (not
all) and is making headway.

Oh, for the days of
Yo-Yo performances, and
Mumbly-peg competition
again. It is up to you and
me to teach and encourage
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