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tus, as well as your family 
history, into account. 

When to claim is al-
ways a personal choice, but 
in your specific circum-
stances - since you appar-
ently don’t need the money 
right now and have a fam-
ily history which suggests 
longevity - waiting until 
age 70 to claim could not 
only give you a substan-
tially higher monthly ben-
efit but also the most in cu-
mulative lifetime benefits. 
And if you’re married, it 
will also mean the maxi-

mum possible survivor 
benefit for your wife if you 
predeceased her because, 
as your widow, your wife 
would get the benefit you 
are receiving at your death 
instead of her own smaller 
amount. Thus, when you 
claim your benefit will also 
affect your wife’s benefit as 
your surviving widow. In 
the end, it’s your personal 
decision to make, after con-
sidering all of the above 
factors, especially your life 
expectancy.

This article is intend-
ed for information purposes 
only and does not represent 

legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the Na-
tional Social Security Asso-
ciation (NSSA). NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff is not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration or 
any other governmental en-
tity. 

To submit a question, 
visit our website (amac-
foundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) 
or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org.

Social: Timing of claim is personal
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the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
............................................................ 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

Failure doesn’t come from 
falling down, failure comes 
from not getting back up. 
Everything you and I expe-
rienced this past year (good 
or bad) has made us stron-
ger for this year’s triumphs 
and struggles. In any sport, 
the losses are hard to take, 
but the lessons we can 
learn from them are essen-
tial to our growth in that 
sport. So it is in life. 

We need to instill in 
our children, our family, 
and our friends the wisdom 
to know how to overcome 
the feelings of utter de-
spair when faced with self-
defeat, or failures. How 
do we do that? Preach-
ing doesn’t work, nor does 
sending videos of promo-
tional speakers or danc-
ing around a campfire sing-
ing “Kumbaya, my Lord.” 
What does work is being 

the same every day when 
you’re around your chil-
dren, family and friends. 
Allowing them to see an 
attitude of the joy of life it-
self and sharing that with 
them. Let them know they 
bring joy into your life and 
without them in your life, 
your life would be less 
brilliant and less satisfying. 

We need to see people 
the way Jesus saw them, 
as jewels GOD placed in 
this world for you to en-
joy. We have a shiny, clean, 
brand new slate. What 
are we going to write on 
it this year? Is it going to 
be scratches of what we 
failed in last year? I have 
a song I sing to my grand-
daughter Maddie, and it 
is called “There’s a Blue-
bird on Your Windowsill.” 
The other day, she and I sat 
for an hour, or more, sing-
ing that song and writing 
new verses for it. That is 

the way I want this brand-
new year to be! Sharing 
the happiness that little girl 
shared with me. 
 I’m tired of all the 
wretched influences of cro-
chety old men and wom-
en that see no farther than 
their losses of last year. 
I’m sick and tired of be-
ing sick and tired! I want 
my granddaughter to share 
her joy of life’s unending 
song with me. That is what 
we ought to be to every-
one we know. A fountain 
of joy in the middle of all 
the world’s downtrodden 
and naysayers. I could not 
have stopped Maddie sing-
ing for anything. After her 
little shrill voice kept blurt-
ing out that song, I did not 
want to, so, I just started 
singing along. That is what 
it takes! Just start the New 
Year singing, and don’t 
stop until everyone starts 
singing along. It works!

Hayden: Overcome bad decisions
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America to help protect 
their freedom and de-
mocracy. American jour-
nalists set the bar for 
the reporting of factu-
al events during WWII. 
But a lot has changed 
since then. The rank-
ing of the media on The 
World Press Freedom In-
dex shows a big decline 
in freedom of speech 
in many democracies 
worldwide. This includes 
the U.S., which slipped 
down to number 45.

European nations 
dominate the WPF rank-
ings with the most press 
freedom. Norway ranked 
No. 1 and Sweden fin-
ished No. 2. The Nether-
lands, Finland and Swit-
zerland rounded out the 
top five. Canada rose 
four positions to No. 18 
and was classified as 
having a “good” press 
freedom climate.

Unlike China, North 
Korea, Saudi Arabia, 
Vietnam, Iran, Myanmar 
and other nations where 
media reporters are cen-
sored by the government 
and journalists literally 
fear for their lives, jour-

nalists in the U.S. have 
unlimited freedom of the 
press, without the fear of 
reprisal. But you’d never 
know it.

Everyone already 
knew that social me-
dia, TV and the fishwrap 
censored conservatives 
during the last election. 
Public schools and uni-
versities are adamantly 
censoring free speech to 
support the pro progres-
sive platform throughout 
America. This is foster-
ing the aggrandizement 
of socialism also.

FDR told us, “We 
have nothing to fear but 
fear itself.” Many report-
ers across the traditional 
news media are strug-
gling against institution-
al tics and timidities that 
make “balance” a false 
idol. Most journalists are 
liberal on social issues, 
like abortion and gun 
control and even evo-
lution. And most work 
for corporations run by 
young liberal university 
grads who were taught 
that Republicans are 
weird, scary and a threat 
to them. Therefore, re-
porters are as liberal as 
the men who own them.

At one time when 
journalism was a passion 
not a profession, the U.S. 
was admired and looked 
up to as a nation to em-
ulate for their coura-
geous efforts to speak up 
and support admirable 
principles with actions 
to protect global free 
speech and democracy. 
But today, America has 
lowered the bar for pro-
tecting free speech to fa-
cilitate progressive ide-
alism, which is affecting 
free speech globally.

Today, most U.S. 
journalists will never ap-
preciate freedom of the 
press until they lose it. 
If you ask most any re-
porter who Ernie Pyle 
was, and what he did 
for freedom and democ-
racy, most will say he 
was a goofy guy on the 
Andy Griffith Show who 
owned a gas station and 
also joined the army.

“I won’t say that 
newspapers misquote 
me, but I sometimes 
wonder where Christi-
anity would be today if 
some of those report-
ers had been Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John.” – 
Barry Goldwater

Freedom: Passionate journalism best
Continued from page 2A

Central Florida-based 
Community Health Cen-
ters, Inc., which has sev-
eral locations in the region 
including Apopka, was re-
cently announced as a 2022 
Best and Brightest Compa-
ny to Work For, for the fifth 
consecutive year by the Na-
tional Association for Busi-
ness Resources.

Community Health 
Centers was selected na-

tionally as one of the 135 
winners out of 1,000 nom-
inations. The Best and 
Brightest Program provides 
the business community the 
opportunity to gain recog-
nition, showcase their best 
practices, and demonstrate 
why each would be an ide-
al workplace for employ-
ees. The Best and Brightest 
Companies to Work For in 
the Nation winners will be 

honored during their 2023 
Illuminate Business Sum-
mit.

Community Health 
Centers provides care to 
nearly 70,000 patients, each 
year in the Apopka, Bithlo, 
Clermont, Forest City, Four 
Corners, Groveland, Lake 
Ellenor, Leesburg, Meadow 
Woods, Pine Hills, Tava-
res, West Lakes, and Winter 
Garden communities. 

Community Health Centers, Inc. 
given best to work for award
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND 
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, January 10, 2023 beginning at 5:30 
P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing will be held by the 
City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meeting in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, January 18, 2023 beginning at 
1:30 P.M. AND Wednesday, February 1, 2023 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings 
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

December 30, 2022
January 6, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Michael Dinkel 
has made application relating to the following described property.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 01-21-27-0000-00-28 & 
01-21-27-0000-00-061
Contains: 20.15 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2985
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY RURAL AND CITY VERY LOW DENSITY SUBURBAN 
RESIDENTIAL TO CITY INDUSTRIAL FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF HOGSHEAD ROAD AND WEST OF HERMIT 
SMITH ROAD; OWNED BY RAYNOR APOPKA LAND MANAGEMENT, LLC 
AND SOIL BLENDING PROPERTIES, LLC; COMPRISING 20.15 ACRES, 
MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2984
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE ZONING 
FROM COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS RURAL) AND CITY RSF-1A (RESIDENTIAL 
SINGLE FAMILY-1A) TO CITY I-L (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL), FOR CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF HOGSHEAD ROAD AND 
WEST OF HERMIT SMITH ROAD; OWNED BY RAYNOR APOPKA LAND 
MANAGEMENT, LLC AND SOIL BLENDING PROPERTIES, LLC; COMPRISING 
20.15 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, 
CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Send a letter to the Editor online www.theapopkachief.com

Everybody has an opinion. Why not share yours?
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, January 10, 2023 beginning at 5:30 
P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing will be held by the 
City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meeting in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February 1, 2023 beginning at 
1:30 P.M. AND Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at 
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under 
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to 
this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

December 30, 2022
January 20, 2023

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(a), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that TARA TEDROW, ESQ. 
has made application relating to the following described property.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 06-21-28-0000-00-020
Contains: 10.42 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2989
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM RESIDENTIAL LOW TO RESIDENTIAL HIGH FOR CERTAIN REAL 
PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF OLD DIXIE HIGHWAY 
AND EAST OF SCHOPKE LESTER ROAD; OWNED BY HOUSAM FAMILY 
TRUST; COMPRISING 10.42 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

SPECIAL EXCEPTION

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing to consider the special exception request at 
its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka 
City Hall on Tuesday, January 10, 2023, beginning at 5:30 P.M., or 
as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you 
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you 
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities 
needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings 
should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida 32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

December 30, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given that MCGREGOR LOVE has made an application, 
in accordance with Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 4.2.2.C to the City of Apopka 
Planning Commission for a SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ALLOW AN INDEPENDENT 
LIVING FACILITY IN RSF-1A ZONING.

This application relates to the following described property located 
at 2021 Old Dixie Highway.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 06-21-28-0000-00-020
Contains: 10.42 +/- acres

tem and receive $495,000 
from the Urban Area Secu-
rity Initiative (UASI) to ac-
complish this goal. 

An Apopka fixture for 
more than 30 years, Park 
Avenue Gold & Pawn will 
close its doors for good on 
Saturday, April 23.

A nonprofit organiza-
tion welcomed a family to 
their new home, which they 
partook in building and 
move into at the end of this 
month. On Tuesday, April 
5, Homes in Partnership 
and the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
conducted a ribbon cut-
ting ceremony for the LaPi-
erre family on Holly Creek 
Road just north of Zell-
wood in the growing Holly 
Creek subdivision.

Close scores have been 
the way of the world for the 
Apopka High baseball team 
as the Blue Darters won a 

pair of one-run games and 
dropped a two-run contest 
to a longtime rival.

The Apopka Blue Dart-
ers softball got back on the 
winning track with a pair 
of easy victories, down-
ing Deltona Trinity Chris-
tian Academy 16-1 and Ev-
ans High 16-0. Both games 
ended early due to the mer-
cy rule.

April 15, 2022
The Lake Apopka 

Wildlife Drive, operated by 
the St. Johns River Water 
Management District, will 
be closed to vehicles today, 
Friday, April 15. Water dis-
trict officials said the clo-
sure is necessary for pub-
lic safety to support the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
(FWC) as it conducts hy-
drilla treatments of Lake 
Apopka. The drive will re-
open to vehicular traffic on 
Saturday, April 16.

Known as Apopka’s 
longtime first lady and 
called Aunt Betty by many 
family and close friends, 
Betty Hall Land, died Sat-
urday, April 9, in Apopka. 
She was 95. She was the 
widow of John H. Land, 
who served as mayor of 
Apopka for 60 years.

A groundbreaking cer-
emony was held for the 
new 47,647 square-foot 
Winn-Dixie, which will be 
a part of the Apopka City 
Center. Construction will 
commence the end of this 
month with an anticipated 
early 2023 opening date. 

Apopka’s first K-8 
school now has an official 
name: Kelly Park School. 
The Orange County School 
Board approved names for 
five new schools, including 
the Apopka K-8 school that 
will open on Jason Dwell-
ey Parkway in Apopka this 
August. The board held its 
meeting on Tuesday, April 

Continued from page 11A

Review: City officials take oath of office following election

On Thursday, December 15, officers and senators of the Apopka High School 
Student Government Association delivered presents to all the pre-K and kin-
dergarten students at Phillis Wheatley Elementary School to celebrate the 
holiday season. 

SGA presents gifts

12, meeting at the Ronald 
Blocker Educational Lead-
ership Center in Orlando. 

Moving its record to 
13-3, the Apopka Blue 
Darters baseball team con-
tinued its winning ways, 
defeating Seminole and 
Olympia but falling to Win-
dermere.

As an Apopka High 
School freshman in 2021, 
Alyssa Novoa came up just 
short in her quest for a dis-
trict title, falling to a Lake 
Mary player. This year, 
however, Novoa turned the 
tables, defeating the same 
foe, Jessica Maras, in dra-
matic fashion, 6-3, 4-6, 12-
10 for the District 4A-3 
championship on Tues-
day, April 12, at Sanlando 
Park in Altamonte Springs. 
With the district title comes 
a berth in the state tourna-
ment in two weeks.

The Apopka Blue 
Darters softball team won 
two of three games over the 
past week, downing duPont 
Manual of Louisville, Ky., 
5-2, and Ocoee, 9-6, before 
falling to Horizon, 4-2.

The most recent edi-
tion of Apopka’s hometown 
high school rivalry took 
place on the flag football 
field. However, the meeting 
between the Apopka Blue 
Darters and Wekiva Mus-
tangs on Tuesday, April 12, 
also had postseason impli-
cations and weight. Apopka 
moved into sole possession 
and clinched second place 
in the District 2A-5 stand-
ings with the 12-6 victo-
ry at Wekiva’s home facil-
ity, Baptiste Orthodontics 
Stadium. The Blue Darters 
entered the contest ranked 
10th among the FHSAA 
Class 2A statewide rank-
ings and upped Apopka’s 
overall record to 10-2. 

The Wekiva Mustangs 
flag football team has po-
sitioned itself to return to 
the playoffs with a record 
of 8-2 and solid ranking of 
37th in Class 2A and third 
in District 2A-5.

April 22, 2022

With a packed audi-
ence looking on during his 
final meeting on the Apop-
ka City Council, City Com-
missioner Kyle Becker was 
praised Wednesday, April 
20, by both members of the 
public and his colleagues 
for his six years of work as 
a commissioner. 

A swearing-in ceremo-
ny for four members of the 
Apopka City Council will 
be held at noon on Tues-
day, April 26, at the Apopka 
Community Center/VFW, 
519 S. Central Avenue. The 
public is invited to attend.

The 60th Apopka Art 
and Foliage Festival is 
upon us and will take place 
Saturday, April 23, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.; and Sunday, April 24, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at Kit Land 
Nelson Park in Apopka.

Orange County Sher-
iff John Mina was the first 
to carry the torch to recog-
nize the Special Olympics 
in Central Florida Tuesday, 
April 19, during an event at 
Edwards Field in Apopka. 
More than 200 people from 
law enforcement around 
the area, as well as, others, 
participated in the event de-
signed to draw attention to 
Special Olympics.

From estate planning 
to searching for the right 
hospice care, experts met-
ed out advice on how to 
care for elderly loved ones 
as part of the Apopka Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
monthly educational and 
networking series. 

The city of Apopka 
conducted a question-and-
answer session for the pub-
lic about a $750,000 Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) that the city 
received to help repair ap-
proximately 11 low-to-
moderate income homes lo-
cated within city limits. 

The Apopka Blue 
Darters softball team upped 
its record to 14-4 with four 
straight victories, including 
a pair of games that were 
ended early due to Apop-
ka’s big leads. 

After a pair of un-

expected 3-2 losses, the 
Apopka Blue Darters base-
ball team got back on the 
winning track with a 6-2 
victory Monday, April 18, 
over Edgewater. The Dart-
ers also picked up a forfeit 
victory over the Evans Tro-
jans.

April 29, 2022
The oath-of-office cer-

emony for the swearing in 
of the Apopka mayor and 
three city commission-
ers took place on Tuesday, 
April 26, before about 100 
people at the Apopka Com-
munity Center/VFW build-
ing on South Central Ave-
nue in Apopka.

With many activities 
for the thousands who at-
tended, including admir-
ing and purchasing arts, 
crafts, and foliage, enjoy-
ing live entertainment, and 
enjoying the sunny weath-
er, the 60th annual Apop-
ka Art and Foliage Festival 
spanned two days on Satur-
day and Sunday, April 23 
and 24, at Kit Land Nelson 
Park on Park Avenue. 

The new Miss Apop-
ka, Victoria Sonza of Or-
lando, was introduced to 
the community at the 60th 
annual Apopka Art and Fo-
liage Festival on Saturday, 
April 23. 

Tom Staley, who 
served two terms as an Or-
ange County commissioner 
in the 1990s, died Tuesday, 
April 26. He was 97.

As the team mem-
bers look toward the Dis-
trict 7A-2 tournament next 
week, the Apopka Blue 
Darters baseball team won 
two out of three games pri-
or to press deadlines.

With the District 7A-3 
tournament looming next 
week, the Apopka Blue 
Darters softball team went 
2-2 over the past week, 
downing Cypress Creek 
6-1 and Oviedo 7-2 before 
falling to Lake Brantley 6-1 
and Windermere 4-0.
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