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the miracle of our Savior’s N o0y ey s i
birth this Christmas.
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he Birth of John the Baptist
Foretold
In the time of Herod king of
Judea there was a priest named
Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly di-
vision of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also
a descendant of Aaron. Both of them were
upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s
commandments and regulations blamelessly. But

they had no children, because Elizabeth was bar-

ren; and they were both well along in years.

HAPPY NEW YEAR

Rolling Out Our Best Wishes
for a Happy Holiday

Wherever you travel this season,
we hope it finds you surrounded
by peace, happiness, and loved ones!

1440 E. Semoran Blud., Apopka, FL 32703 « 407-886-0031
freedomtireandautomotive.com
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A T0ish
Wrapped in
Crratitude

We're so grateful to be a part of
this community, and send heartfelt
wishes for a magnificent season
and New Year.

AEGIS MEDICAL GROUP

1475 W Orange Blossom Trail
Apopka, FL 32712
(407) 307-1041
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Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty
and he was serving as priest before God, he was
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the
priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and
burn incense. And when the time for the burning
of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were
praying outside.

Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him,
standing at the right side of the altar of incense.

When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and
was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him:
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you are to give him the name John. He will be a joy
and de-
light to

you, and

many will rejoice be-
cause of his birth, for he will be
great in the sight of the Lord. He is
never to take wine or other ferment-
ed drink, and he will be filled with
the Holy Spirit even from birth. Many
of the people of Israel will he bring back to
the Lord their God. And he will go on be-
fore the Lord, in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to
their children and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.”

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be
sure of this?  am an old man and my wife is well
along in years.”

The angel answered, “I am Gabriel. I stand in

~ the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak

to you and to tell you this good news. And now you
will be silent and not able to speak until the day this
happens, because you did not believe my words,
which will come true at their proper time.”

Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zech-
ariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the
temple. When he came out, he could not speak
to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the
temple, for he kept making signs to them but re-
mained unable to speak.

When his time of service was completed, he re-

turned home. After this his wife Elizabeth became

and a very
Happy New
Year to all
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A Yuletide Wish

Commissioner Diane Velazquez, and her husband, Ed, wish
you and loved ones many Christmas and Holiday blessings
during these wonderful days of cheer.

May our Savior keep our hearts abundant with joy and love.
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pregnant and for five months remained in seclu-
sion.

“The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In
these days he has shown his favor and taken away

my disgrace among the people.”

The Birth of Jesus Foretold

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged
to be married to a man named Joseph, a descen-
dant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who
are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and

wondered

what kind

of greeting
this might
be. But the
angel said to

her, “Do not be

have found favor with

God. You will be with child

and give birth to a son, and you are
to give him the name Jesus.

He will be great and will

be called the Son of the Most

High. The Lord God will give

him the throne of his father

. David, and he will reign

over the house of Jacob

forever; his kingdom

will never end.”

“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel,
“since I am a virgin?”

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born
will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age,
and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth
month. For nothing is impossible with God.”

“l am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.

“May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel
left her.

Continued to page 3C
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HE HAS COME AND HAS REDEEMED HIS PEOPLE.

Continued from page 2C

Mary Visits Elizabeth

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a
town in the hill country of Judea, where she en-
tered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled
with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed:
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
child you will bear! But why am I so favored, that
the mother of my Lord should come to me? As
soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears,
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she
who has believed that what the Lord has said to her

will be accomplished!”

Mary’s Song

And Mary said:

“My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit re-
joices in God my Savior, for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant. From now
on all generations will call me blessed, for the
Mighty One has done great things for me — holy
is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear
him, from generation to generation.

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their in-
most thoughts.

He has brought down rulers from their thrones

but has lifted up the humble.
He has filled the hungry with good things but

As Apopka celebrates the
miracle of this season, may

your hearts be filled with joy,
and peace. May bountiful
blessings of the holiday linger
in your home and stay with you
and your families throughout
all of 2023.

GFWC ?l}a(yoﬁa Woman’s Club
www.ApopkaWomansClub.org
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A beautiful smile is
a gift to cherish at
any age. Count on
us for a lifetime of
quality dental care.

Schedule your
appointment today |
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has sent the rich away empty.

He has helped his servant Israel, remembering
to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants for-
ever, even as he said to our fathers.”

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three

months and then returned home.

The Birth of John the Baptist

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her
baby, she gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great
mercy, and they shared her joy.

On the eighth day they came to circumcise
the child, and they were going to name him after
his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and
said, “No! He is to be called John.”

They said to her, “There is no one among your
relatives who has that name.”

Then they made signs to his father, to find out
what he would like to name the child. He asked for
a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he
wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his mouth
was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he be-
gan to speak, praising God. The neighbors were all
filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of
Judea people were talking about all these things.

Everyone who heard this wondered about it,
asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For

the Lord’s hand was with him.

Zechariah’s Song
His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy

Simply Vl/zkﬁlhy You a
VVOIM@W Christmastime

With best wishes 7
and gratitude,
we hope your

holiday is healthy,

happy and bright!

Shelley
Septic

LR

6505 W. Jones Ave. | Zellwood, FL 32798
(407) 889-8042 | shelleysseptictanks.com

Spirit and prophesied:

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, be-
cause he has come and has redeemed his people.

He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in
the house of his servant David (as he said through
his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our
enemies and from the hand of all who hate us —
to show mercy to our fathers and to remember
his holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father
Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our ene-
mies, and to enable us to serve him without fear in

holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

Continued to page 4C

Wishing
youa

Merry
Christmas.

Shren Yeager, Agent
49A East 3rd Street
Apopka, FL 32703

Bus: 407-880-3167
www.theyeagerbomb.com
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May the joy of the season
bring you love and peace.
Merry Christmas to a
wonderful community!
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With Kind Thoughts
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MAY THIS SEASON BRING YOU
MANY HAPPY MOMENTS, SAFE AND JOYFUL REUNIONS,
AND ENOUGH CHEER TO LAST ALL YEAR!

We thank you for your trust in us.

EVANS ROOFING

6800 Center St #1010, Forest City, FL 32703 407-295-4944

From our family to yours,
wishing you a M#M(Christmas,

Hol{oWHolidays and

a H@:ﬂm? New Year!

Gockor

Family
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BUT MARY TREASURED UP ALL THESE THINGS.

Continued from page 3C
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of
the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord

Wishing You
a Beaugtéful
Sceason
Wrapped in

q ratitude
May your days be merry &
bright, and may the joy of this

special season fill every corner
of your heart & home!

Richard Petrilli, DMD,
. 407-884-1

PA
846

1585 Rock Springs Rd., Apopka
www.petrillidmd.com

to prepare the way for him, to give his people the
knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of
their sins, because of the tender mercy of our God,
by which the rising sun will come to us from heav-
en to shine on those living in darkness and in
the shadow of death, to guide
our feet into the path of
peace.”

And the child grew /4
and became strong in
spirit, and he lived in the [
desert until he appeared i

publicly to Israel.

The Birth of Jesus
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In those days Caesar
Augustus issued a decree
that a census should be

taken of the entire Ro- [2

Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace to men whom his favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that
has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.”
% So they hurried off
| and found Mary and Jo-
; seph, and the baby, who
was lying in the manger.
When they had seen him,
" they spread the word
concerning what had
1 been told them about
A this child, and all who

4| heard it were amazed at

o s g g g

man world. (This was the -
first census that took place while Quirinius was
governor of Syria.) And everyone went to his own
town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Naza-
reth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of

David, because he belonged to the house and line

of David. He went there to register with Mary,
who was pledged to be married to him and was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and
placed him in a manger, because there was no room

for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

And there were shepherds living out in the
fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. Today in the town of Da-

vid a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the

“ what the shepherds said
to them. But Mary treasured up all these things
and pondered them in her heart.

The shepherds returned, glorifying and prais-
ing God for all the things they had heard and

seen, which were just as they had been told.

The Visit of the Magi

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea,
during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one
who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his
star in the east and have come to worship him.”

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed,
and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called
together all the people’s chief priests and teachers
of the law, he asked them where the Christ was to
be born. In Bethlehem in Judea, they replied, “for
this is what the prophet has written:

“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for
out of you will come a ruler who will be the shep-
herd of my people Israel.”

Continued to page 5C

"Tis the season to celebrate
life and remember all the good
times we've shared with loved
ones past and present. As we

celebrate the birth of our Savior, we give thanks for all the blessings be has
bestowed upon us, including the fellowship of friends and neighbors like you.

OFTHE SEASON

Wishing you and yours a bappy and blessed Christmas.

MARVIN C. ZANDERS

232 W. Michael Gladden
FUNERAL HOME, INC. Blvd, Apopka, FL 32703
‘Continuing the Legacy” Phone: 407-886-3388
Helen R. Zanders Fax: 407-886-5656
President/CEO Email: info@zandersfuneralhome.com
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Bible Study - 9:30 am
Morning Worship - 10:45 am

Wednesday Bible Study - 6:30 pm

Christmas Morning Service
December 25, 10:45 am

LOCKHART BAPTIST CHURCH

7601 Edgewater Drive Orlando, FL 32810

0 N. Park Ave.,
Apopka T
one: 407-889-4455

: 407-889-4121
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For more information, please call
407-295-1133 or visit www.lockhartchurch.net
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THEN THEY OPENED THEIR TREASURES AND PRESENTED HIM
WITH GIFTS OF GOLD, AND OF INCENSE AND OF MYRRH.

Continued from page 4C

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and
found out from them the exact time the star had
appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said,
“Go and make a careful search for the child. As
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too
may go and worship him.”

After they had heard the king, they went on
their way, and the star they had seen in the east
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they
were overjoyed.

On coming to the house, they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense
and of myrrh.

And having been warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, they returned to their country by

another route.

The Escape to Egypt

When they (the Magi) had gone, an angel of
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,”
he said, “take the child and his mother and escape
to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is
going to search for the child to kill him.”

So he got up, took the child and his moth-
er during the night and left for Egypt, where he
stayed until the death of Herod. And so was ful-
filled what the Lord had said through the prophet:
“Out of Egypt I called my son.”

When Herod realized that he had been outwit-
ted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders
to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity
who were two years old and under, in accordance

with the time he had learned from the Magi.

Jesus Presented in the Temple
On the eighth day, when it was time to circum-
cise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel
had given him before he had been conceived.
When the time of their purification according
to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph
and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to

the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
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REJOICE!

We have much
to be grateful for,
including your
friendship and
goodwil,

Merry
Christmas
from
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“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the
Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what
is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or
two young pigeons.”

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Sime-
on, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting
for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit
was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had
seen the Lord’s Christ. Moved by the Spirit, he
went into the temple courts.

When the parents brought in the child Jesus to
do for him what the custom of the Law required,
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, say-
ing:

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you
now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes
have seen your salvation, which you have prepared
in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to
the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.”

The child’s father and mother marveled at what
was said about him. Then Simeon blessed them
and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is des-
tined to cause the falling and rising of many in Is-
rael, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so
that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.
And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daugh-
ter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very
old; she had lived with her husband seven years af-
ter her marriage, and then was a widow until she

was eighty-four. She never left the temple but wor-

GET THERE SAFELY

with expert automotive care

This holiday
season, we’d
like to send you
our best wishes
for a very merry
Christmas and a
happy New Year.

Thanks for your
trust in us.
We look forward
to serving you
again soon.
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Central Florida’s Largest Transmission Company Since 1982

Call us today! 1150
407-880-9300
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Apopka, FL 32703
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shiped night and day, fasting and praying.
Coming up to them at that very moment, she
gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all
Continued to page 6C

At Year’s End

Thank you for Your Support
Please Come Visit Us

Aponka Historical

society

122 E. 5th St., Apopka - 407-703-1707
Email: ApopkaMuseum@gmail.com

First Presbyterian Church & One Family Church
Invite you to a candlelight
Christmas Eve Service of Lessons & Carols
for the whole family!
5:00 PM December 24, 2022
Christmas Day, December 25, 2022
Join us @10:00 AM.

First Presbyterian Church
500 S. Highland Ave., Apopka, FL 32703
www.fpcapopka.org, 407-886-5943

Hope it’s festive,
Hope it’s bright,
Hope your holiday
is a total delight!

With Thanks to Our Friends
& Customers at Christmastime

From all o/ us al
Farmers Insurance
Apopka

515 N Park Ave Ste 204 Apopka, FL 32712
407 - 605 - 0415 - https://agents.farmers.com/fl/apopka/edward-strohm

From all of us to all of you, we send our very
best wishes for a bright and beautiful Christmas
season filled with love, friendship,
health and happiness.
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HE WAS FILLED WITH WISDOM,
AND THE GRACE OF GOD WAS UPON HIM.

To all our readers, advertisers, friends |
and associates go our best
wishes for a Christmas filled
with good news and good times.
Your support makes it all worthwhile.
Happy Holidays and many thanks!

The Apopka Chief

and The Planter Newspapers

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka * 407-886-2777
www.theapopkachief.com

Continued from page 5C
who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth.

And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and

the grace of God was upon him.

The Boy Jesus at the Temple

Every year Jesus’ parents went
to Jerusalem for the Festival of the .
Passover. When he was twelve years

old, they went up to the festival, ac- For G0d SO
cording to the custom. After the fes-
loved the

tival was over, while his parents were

returning home, the boy Jesus stayed wo rld tbﬂt
behind in Jerusalem, but they were b e g AVe hz' S

unaware of it. Thinking he was in

one and

their company, they traveled on for a

day. Then they began looking for him onlJI S on

among their relatives and friends.

When they did not find him, they

went back to Jerusalem to look for
him. After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard
him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. When his parents saw
him, they were astonished.

His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your fa-
ther and I have been anxiously searching for you.”

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to
be in my Father’s house?”But they did not understand what he was saying to
them.

Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them.
But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wis-

dom and stature, and in favor with God and man.

Referenced from the Gospels of Luke and Matthew.
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Spread the Christmas spi¥it throughout your
home with natural gas. A natural gas water heater
provides warmer and faster hot water - no more
long waits for a shower or bath. Hang'stockings ..
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Plus, outdo last year’s turkey-and-fixings with- 3
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Down-Home

Holiday
Washes

May your season be

filled with the people

and traditions that bring =
a smile to your face and

joy to your heart.

Merry Christmas!
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