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a new challenge because 
of their races. They were 
burned out by the KKK 
and had to move closer to 
Apopka where they found a 
neighborhood that accept-
ed them as neighbors and 
friends, regardless of their 
race. Their family grew 
and flourished, and they 
became an integral part of 
Apopka’s growth and en-
during qualities. Their chil-
dren became solid, down-
to-earth, common-sense 
people who worked and 
made this area productive 
and viable. And through it 
all, there was Momma and 
Daddy Platt who treated 
everyone with the utmost 
dignity and respect, and my 
education for how to treat 
others with love grew. 

It was their influence 
in my life that allowed me 
to hear the Holy Spirit’s 
calling when I accepted Je-
sus Christ as my Lord and 
Savior. It was through them 
that I met Rev. David Mar-
tin. Isn’t it strange how the 
adage, “Birds of a feath-
er flock together,” works 
so well when it comes to 
Christianity and living for 
Christ? My Mom in In-
diana had passed away in 
March and Momma Platt 

passed later that spring and 
on Mother’s Day of that 
year, I celebrated both of 
them being in their Heav-
enly homes. (I shed tears 
then, because I missed 
them both). 

That is what some of 
the young people need to-
day. Not someone to “brow 
beat” them but someone 
who is willing to be there 
as an ear or a shoulder for 
them to lean on. I do not 
mean enabling them in their 
wrong-doing, but just to be 
there. Parents today have 
so much on their plate be-
cause of our nation’s floun-
dering. It is time we ought 
to give a little time to assist 
moms and dads when we 
see something with which 
we can help. When you see 
a young person do some-
thing that is wrong, in-
stead of turning your back, 
step up and confront that 
young person so that he 
or she knows it is not just 
mom and dad that enforce 
the rules, but society itself 
that knows and respects the 
laws of our nation. 

I am tired of all the 
yelling and shouting when 
someone does wrong. 
When does common sense 
take over and we start treat-
ing our young people like 
the future leaders of tomor-

row? The older I get, the 
more need I see of using 
good old farmhouse psy-
chology to show our kids, 
first, we love them, second, 
we need them, and third, 
they are not here by ac-
cident. They were placed 
here to teach us how to 
love, and how to show it. 

I complain sometimes 
about the technology that 
allows our children to be 
in a world all their own, 
but then I allow it to be a 
“babysitter” when I need a 
little peace and quiet. My 
wife has the right idea, she 
gets right into the game or 
into whatever they are do-
ing and acts in a two-fold 
manner. She knows where 
they are online, and she be-
comes part of their online 
life. 

I want my kids, and 
yours, to grow to be re-
sponsible adults who love 
their family and neighbors. 
I want them to be able to 
understand they are more 
than welcome to have their 
young thoughts, and even 
upsets in their young lives, 
but I want them to also 
know the difference be-
tween right and wrong so 
that when they get a little 
aged, and they “Think of 
what they thunk,” it will be 
a revelation.

Hayden: Adults should be loving
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Saturday, 520 were fine and 
did not have any obstacles/
concerns, while 28 had ob-
structions requiring trans-
portation to reassess routes.  

Food and Nutrition 
Services (FNS) had to as-
sess the kitchen sites as 
well. As of Saturday, they 
had already assessed 216 of 
221 sites. FNS had a ven-
dor deliver 70,000 meals by 
Monday morning in order 
to ensure there are meals 
for all students if school re-
opened Monday.  

Superintendent Dr. 
Maria Vazquez, her cabi-
net and our facilities de-
partment continued to meet 
over the weekend, and ev-

ery day since the storm, 
to stay on top of and man-
age the process of get-
ting schools ready for our 
210,000 students to return 
this week. 

This was no easy task, 
but they did a great job of 
prioritizing what needed to 
be done and communicat-
ing with parents and staff 
along the way with daily 
updates.

As the weekend came 
to an end, it was apparent 
that we would not be able 
to welcome students back 
to school on Monday be-
cause as Sunday ended, we 
still had several schools 
without power. 

Schools were finally 
able to open on Tuesday but 

obstacles still needed to be 
overcome. There were road 
closures around Orange 
County, water rising, and 
people being asked to con-
serve water which is chal-
lenging in a school setting. 
We expected some class-
rooms to be moved around 
within schools because of 
water leaks/damage.

Overall, the district did 
a great job of managing this 
crisis and we are very lucky 
that students at only one of 
our schools will have to be 
temporarily relocated. 

Thank you to the com-
munity for working to-
gether to get through this 
and thank you for your pa-
tience as the schools work 
through this ordeal.

Byrd: Only 1 school badly damaged
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
............................................................ 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

Moore: Tree trimming is challenge
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er seen it before. We need 
you to call into 311 or to 
my office and report it be-
fore the potential of a hur-
ricane hits. That includes 
storm drains. A plugged 
drain, for example, can be 
easily handled prior to tor-
rential downpours. Addi-
tionally, it is important not 
to blow grass clippings and 
leaves into the stormwater 
drains.  

Prior to Hurricane Ian 
our Public Works Depart-
ment visited a minimum of 
60 hot spots where water 
is known gather, removing 
debris in preparation for the 
hurricane.
Trimming older trees

Tree trimming can be 

a challenge. I have found 
it important to allow wind 
to get through the trees and 
keep additional weight off 
at the lower levels. A week 
before the hurricane, I 
trimmed up my lemon tree. 
It did just fine during Ian. 
Most of the trees and areas 
where I found downed trees 
were either thickly wooded 
or trees that were not well 
maintained. I know tree 
trimming and removal is 
cost prohibitive for many 
communities. Yet, a tree 
on top of a home is even 
worse. Try sharing expens-
es with neighbors, planning 
for tree trimming at the be-
ginning of hurricane sea-
son, or calling my office 
for potential philanthropic 
sources of funding. 

Stowing belongings in 
outside areas

Finally, it is impor-
tant to stow away garbage 
cans and belongings before 
a storm. My neighborhood 
leaders made final inspec-
tions and offered assistance 
to those struggling in their 
own communities. It might 
be a good idea at the begin-
ning of hurricane season to 
do a backyard overhaul – 
get rid of what needs to go.  

Hurricanes are aw-
ful events for Floridians. If 
we keep a positive outlook 
and seek to improve certain 
practices, we can continue 
to get through them stron-
ger than we were before the 
storm. If you need assis-
tance, don’t hesitate to call 
my staff at 407-836-5850.

By Bob Hilliard
Constitutional Minute #8

  “Judicial Power” refers to a court’s 
power to hear and decide cases. Art. III, 
Sec. 2, U.S. Constitution, lists the cases 
which federal courts are permitted to hear. 
They may hear only these cases:
 a) Arising under the Constitution, or 
the Laws of the United States, or Treaties 
made under the Authority of the United 
States 
 b) Affecting Ambassadors, other pub-
lic Ministers & Consuls; cases of admiralty 
& maritime Jurisdiction; or cases in which 
the U.S. is a Party;
 c) Between two or more States; be-
tween a State & Citizens of another State; 
between Citizens of different States; be-
tween Citizens of the same State claiming 
Lands under Grants of different States; or 
between a State (or Citizens thereof) & for-
eign States, Citizens or Subjects.”
 These are the ONLY cases which fed-
eral courts have constitutional authority to 
hear! Alexander Hamilton wrote in Feder-
alist No. 83, 8th para:

 “…the judicial authority of the federal 
judicatures is declared by the Constitution 
to comprehend certain cases particular-
ly specified. The expression of those cases 
marks the precise limits beyond which the 
federal courts cannot extend their juris-
diction, because the objects of their cogni-
zance being enumerated, the specification 
would be nugatory if it did not exclude all 
ideas of more extensive authority. “[em-
phasis added]
 Is “abortion” within the above “pre-
cise limits”? Where? Which Article, Sec-
tion, and clause? How about gay marriage, 
prostitution, child sex, or drugs”? Nope, 
nope, nope, nope, and nope! 
 But the federal courts have evaded the 
constitutional limits on their power to hear 
cases by fabricating individual “constitu-
tional rights” so that they can then pretend 
that the cases “arise under the Constitu-
tion”!
Roe v. Wade (1973) is a good example.  
Some of this can be confusing, but for 
study purposes, please go here: https://pub-
liushuldah.wordpress.com/category/enu-
merated-powers-of-federal-courts/

Judiciary powers are enumerated
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2976 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, October 19, 
2022 beginning at 7:00 p.m., AND on Wednesday, November 2, 2022 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

October 7, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that STANDARD INVESTMENTS & HOLDINGS, LLC 
has made an application to the City of Apopka City Council for 
an ANNEXATION of a property located north of U.S. 441 Connector 
Rd. West, east of 429 and west of Plymouth Sorrento Road. This 
application relates to the following described property:

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number:  06-21-28-7172-04-020 
Contains: 8.39 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2976
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS 
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA 
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND 
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY ROBERT GROSSENBACHER 
1/5 INTEREST, SCOTT GROSSENBACHER AND TODD GROSSENBACHER, 
1/5 INTEREST, CAROLYN DITCH TRUST 1/5 INTEREST, MARY FRISBIE 
1/5 INTEREST, ELIZABETH TOWNSEND 1/5 INTEREST; LOCATED 
NORTH OF U.S. 441 CONNECTOR ROAD, EAST OF 429 AND WEST OF 
PLYMOUTH SORRENTO ROAD, COMPRISING 8.39 ACRES; PROVIDING FOR 
DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief


