
drainage, and wildlife 
through technology. The 
job of preserving our natu-
ral environment and health 
is vital as we all need clean 
air to breath and water to 
drink. 

Yet, development pres-
sures are enormous with the 
county having to find hous-
ing for another 700,000 
people by 2050.

 We had this tour for 
several reasons. One, the 
board had a mistaken view 
of mitigation banks and 
the work that farmers do 
to restore lands. One so-
lution the farmer utilized 
was to install piping un-
der his dirt roadways en-
suring the smooth flow of 
water. Roadways can dis-
rupt wildlife and water. Af-
ter Hurricane Ian’s flood-
ing, we are keener on mak-
ing sure new growth is ad-
equately prepared for the 
next rain event. I’m also 

learning best practices for 
our legacy areas which 
were permitted before the 
water management districts 
were created by the State of 
Florida.

 There are new policy 
decisions to be made about 
the classes of wetlands 
and how best to remediate 
or avoid them altogether 
when new development is 
planned. 

The cypress tree 
“domes” were new to me. I 
now have a much better un-
derstanding of the central 
Florida wetlands and will 
be additionally mindful of 
their value.

 After the swamp bug-
gy ride, my aide Alex and 
I decided to tour a modern 
city nearby, Lake Nona. 
Lake Nona is everything I 
have learned about building 
quality communities from 
Bill Kercher’s book, Char-
acter Towns. I had never 
visited the VA Hospital and 
Nemours Hospital. I trav-

elled through this modern 
downtown with its breathe 
of walkable areas, parks, 
street art and sculpture, and 
urban buildings. I was quite 
frankly jealous. While I’m 
partial to the hilly topog-
raphy of our district, the 
modern codes and styles 
of Lake Nona were aspira-
tional.

 It is good to check 
out other communities. We 
learn best practices and 
things to avoid. I’m glad 
I was able to learn more 
about the value and pres-
ervation of wetlands and 
what a modern, effective 
urban city should look like.

 If I don’t receive too 
many more calls about 
picking up hurricane de-
bris, I might even get to vis-
it Eustis and Deland’s revi-
talized downtowns or go on 
another bike ride with my 
oldest granddaughter. 

On a serious note, I 
love serving as your com-
missioner. Thank you.
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politician in Pennsylvania 
should step away from his 
run. He is playing the “poor 
me” (victim) role, and he 
expects everyone to vote 
for him because “he is up 
there trying!” 
 If I am voting for 
someone (and I will) whom 
I want to represent the 
United States of America, 
and not my personal wants, 
I will vote for the person 
most capable of doing the 
job I hire them for. My per-
sonal handicap has been a 
real thorn in my side, and 
I start that old “Why me?” 
Then my mom comes back 
into my mind, and asks, 
“Would you trade your con-
dition for a healthy robust 
person’s?” Immediate an-
swer, “yes,” but after con-
sideration, I would have to 
say “no.” 
 In fact, someone asked 
me, “If you could go back 
to your youth and know 
what you know now, would 
you do it?” Without think-
ing my answer was “yes,” 
but after deliberation my 
answer changed to “no.” 
“Why would you not do 
that?” I explained that, al-
though I have gone through 
a lot of tribulations, trials, 
and tears, (mostly my do-
ing) in every circumstance, 
someone else had benefited 
some way, and I would not 
want to take that away from 
them. Besides, I would not 

have been made aware of 
the angels that surround 
me. 
 I know the Angels of 
Heaven are always round-
about, but I am talking 
about the angels that minis-
ter to us every day. Let me 
give you an example. 
 You are a young moth-
er of three children in the 
backseat and on your way 
to your destination. All of 
a sudden there is a loud 
bang and then your car 
starts limping and bouncing 
you all over. You pull over, 
knowing that you have a 
spare, but you have limited 
knowledge of changing a 
tire. 
 Your phone was for-
gotten as you rushed out the 
door to make sure the kids 
were seated and buckled 
down. Now you need it! 
 As you contemplate 
your situation, the rain 
starts, slowly at first, then 
comes the downpour. In 
tears, you open your door 
and get to the back of the 
vehicle, after calming the 
kids. As you open your 
trunk, lights from a trac-
tor trailer make every-
thing bright. You hear noise 
as the driver sets the air 
brakes, and then you hear a 
man say, “Get in the car. I’ll 
take care of this.” You try to 
make him understand you 
do not want him to get so 
uncomfortable with all the 
wetness and cold. 
 Without a word, he 

walks you to the front and 
opens your door, making 
sure you are in and safe. 
Then he goes back to the 
trunk and gets your tire 
out. In less than a half-hour 
your tire is changed, the 
flat is in your trunk and the 
driver comes to your win-
dow and asks if everything 
is OK. He turns down any 
reward you might offer by 
saying, I will pray some-
one will help my wife if she 
ever needs it. He bids fare-
well, goes to his big rig, 
makes sure you are back on 
the road, and then pulls out 
to continue his journey. 
 What has happened? 
You have just met an an-
gel! The word angel means 
messenger and GOD puts 
them in your life every day. 
My private angel is the one 
I am married to. She not 
only ministers to me but to 
three kids, nine hens, two 
roosters, two dogs, and a 
kitten called Grayson. If 
you have a couple of years, 
I could just start to tell you 
of all the tasks she has tak-
en on because she is an an-
gel! 
 I know there are those 
out there that have not con-
sidered this before. If we 
started to treat those around 
us with the love GOD ex-
pects for His messengers, 
we would start seeing more 
miracles and less com-
plaints. 
 Let us all sing, “You 
Are My Sunshine!”

Hayden: Angels are everywhere
Continued from page 2A

out to the student in ques-
tion.

While it’s important 
to have consequences, it is 
also important to get to the 
bottom of why a student is 
acting out and get them the 
help they need to ultimate-
ly change the behavior. Our 
job is to educate and pro-
duce productive citizens. 
That includes teaching kids 
how to interact with the 
world around them.

I often hear people say 
“if the school would just 
kick these troublemakers 
out, everything would be 
better.” While I understand 
the thinking behind this, I 

have to ask, how does that 
help our society?

If we just throw out all 
children that have a fight 
or cause a disruption in a 
school, they then will most 
likely be unsupervised 
on the streets and causing 
problems in our communi-
ties, instead of being in a 
classroom receiving an ed-
ucation that will help make 
them independent citizens 
one day.

Please hear me out, I 
am not dismissing bad be-
havior, but what I am say-
ing is that every case does 
not warrant suspension 
or expulsion from school. 
Some do, and believe me, 
plenty of those conse-

quences are given in our 
school district.

Our classrooms and 
schools do need to be or-
derly and safe. Our schools 
are working hard to make 
sure that is the case. Infrac-
tions need to be handled 
firmly and swiftly and that 
is what our schools do, but 
that doesn’t always mean 
that a student is kicked out 
of school.

The ultimate goal 
should be to discipline and 
counsel the student and 
change the bad behavior so 
they are successful in be-
having appropriately, so 
they can receive the educa-
tion they deserve.

Byrd: Different ways to discipline
Continued from page 2A

Send a letter to the Editor online: 
www.theapopkachief.com

Everybody has an opinion. 
Why not share yours?

A L L  A B O U T  A P O P K A

 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
............................................................ 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

Moore: Understanding is important
Continued from page 2A

Administrative law not correct way
By: Bob Hilliard
Constitution Minutes #9
 
 Now let’s address “ad-
ministrative law” – i.e., 
rulemaking by Executive 
Agencies.  
 Most of the existing 
“federal” executive agen-
cies are unconstitutional.  
They meddle in matters 
which are not the business 
of the federal government, 
as power over the matters is 
not granted by our Consti-

tution to the federal govern-
ment. Those are powers left 
– reserved – to the States or 
the People! 
 Here are a few of the 
unconstitutional federal 
agencies: the Departments 
of Agriculture, Labor, 
Health and Human Servic-
es, Housing and Urban De-
velopment, Energy, Edu-
cation, Transportation, and 
Homeland Security.  Like-
wise for the Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Fed-

eral Communications Com-
mission, the Office of Sci-
ence and Technology Pol-
icy, the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy,  the 
National Economic Coun-
cil, the Small Business Ad-
ministration, etc., etc., etc. 
Shocked??
 Article I, Sec.1, U.S. 
Constitution, says:
“All legislative Powers 
herein granted shall be 

See CONSTITUTION Page 5A
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2979 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, November 2, 
2022 beginning at 1:30 p.m., AND on Wednesday, November 16, 2022 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

October 21, 2022 
October 28, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that P&P BUILDCON, LLC has made an application 
to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a property 
located north of W. Ponkan Rd. and west of Phils Lane. This 
application relates to the following described property:

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number:  24-20-27-0000-00-062 
Contains: 9.95 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2979
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS 
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA 
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED 
AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY PHILLIP AND 
PATRICIA SIMMONS; LOCATED NORTH OF W. PONKAN RD. AND WEST OF 
PHILS LANE; COMPRISING 9.95 ACRES; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS 
TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND 
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, November 8, 2022 beginning at 5:30 
P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Numbers 
2970 and 2971 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at 
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2022 beginning at 1:30 P.M. AND Wednesday, December 21, 
2022 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings 
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

October 28, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(c), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that STANDARD 
INVESTMENTS AND HOLDINGS, LLC c/o ANDREW MCCOWN, AICP has made 
applications to the City of Apopka Planning Commission and the City 
Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM COUNTY 
RURAL TO MIXED-USE AND A CHANGE IN ZONING FROM COUNTY PD (PLANNED 
DEVELOPMENT) AND COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS RURAL) TO MU-ES-GT (MIXED-USE 
– EAST SHORE - GATEWAY) SUBDISTRICT FOR 40.14 +/- ACRES.  These 
applications relate to the following described property:

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 36-20-27-0000-00-019, 
36-20-27-0000-00-018 and 35-20-27-0000-00-017
Contains: 40.14 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2970
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE 
CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM 
COUNTY RURAL TO MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY 
LOCATED NORTH AND EAST OF U.S.441, EAST OF APOPKA AIRPORT 
ROAD AND WEST OF HERMIT SMITH ROAD; OWNED BY TYLER CRUSADES, 
INC.; COMPRISING 40.14 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2971
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM COUNTY PD (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT) AND COUNTY A-1 
(CITRUS RURAL) TO MU-ES-GT (MIXED-USE – EAST SHORE - GATEWAY) 
SUBDISTRICT FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH 
AND EAST OF U.S.441, EAST OF APOPKA AIRPORT ROAD AND WEST OF 
HERMIT SMITH ROAD; COMPRISING 40.14 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; AND 
OWNED BY TYLER CRUSADES, INC.; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, 
CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND 
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, November 8, 2022 beginning at 5:30 
P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Numbers 
2957 and 2958 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at 
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2022 beginning at 1:30 P.M. AND Wednesday, December 21, 
2022 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings 
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

October 28, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(c), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that TRENTON SQUIERS 
has made applications to the City of Apopka Planning Commission and 
the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY RURAL AND FUTURE LAND USE – IN PROGRESS TO INDUSTRIAL 
AND A CHANGE IN ZONING FROM T (TRANSITIONAL) AND COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS 
RURAL) DISTRICT TO I-L (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL) DISTRICT FOR 65.3 +/- ACRES.  
These applications relate to the following described property:

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 12-21-27-0000-00-007, 
12-21-27-0000-00-011, 12-21-27-0000-00-012 and 
12-21-27-0000-00-013
Contains: 65.3 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2957
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY RURAL AND FUTURE LAND USE – IN PROGRESS TO 
INDUSTRIAL FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED ON 
THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF PETERSON ROAD AND SR 429, OWNED 
BY SIMPSON D WAYNE 50% INT, SIMPSON SUSIE F 50% INT, LAXMI 
LAND INVESTMENT LLC, SESSIONS PLYMOUTH LLC AND Hill LISA 
L TR, COMPRISING 65.3 ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2958
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM T (TRANSITIONAL) AND COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS RURAL) 
DISTRICT TO I-L (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
GENERALLY LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF PETERSON ROAD 
AND SR 429, COMPRISING 65.3 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED 
BY SIMPSON D WAYNE 50% INT, SIMPSON SUSIE F 50% INT, LAXMI 
LAND INVESTMENT LLC, SESSIONS PLYMOUTH LLC AND Hill LISA L 
TR; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

Robert Earl Sanders
November 8, 1952 - October 23, 2022

Robert Earl Sanders went to be with the Lord on October 23, 2022, 
with his family members by his side at just two weeks shy of 94.

Robert was born on November 8, 1928, in Ashford Alabama to Fos-
ter and Nealy Sanders. As a young teenager, Robert moved to central 
Florida to work and send money back to his family in Alabama.

He went into the military in 1952. Robert enlisted 
in the Army and was stationed in Japan. After being 
honorably discharged, Robert joined the construction 
industry as a General Superintendent for Eugene W. 
Kelsey and McCully Construction. Robert built many 
churches throughout Central Florida including his 
home church, the original Lockhart Baptist in Lock-
hart, Florida.  He married Merle C. Sanders on May 
24, 1952, and was blessed with two children, Bobby, 
and Debbie.

Robert lived life to the fullest, and he loved big. His 
laugh and smile were contagious. Robert never knew a stranger, he 
could talk to anyone and made friends wherever he went.  He had a 
deep faith and love for the Lord. Robert had a caring heart for others, 
helping anyone in need. He was everyone’s favorite handyman, fi xing 
and building almost anything. He loved gardening and sharing his pro-
duce with his many friends.

Above all, his greatest joy was his family. He was survived by 
his wife, Merle; children, Bobby and his wife Jessica and Deb-

bie and her husband Brian; grandchildren, Amanda and Jay 
Merrill, Della, Mark, Summer and Luke Fields, Mathew 
Bolduc, and Elizabeth and Jason Aufmuth.

alition and the reading 
mentoring programs were 
taken off the table for coro-
navirus funds reassignment 
because the commissioners 
should see more informa-
tion on the proposals.

“I just think having 
a little more input on those 
(two programs) would be 
very beneficial because I’m 
just not comfortable allo-
cating $400,000 to two pro-
grams that I don’t even un-
derstand what they do,” 
Nesta told Bass. 

Before removing the 
Early Learning Coalition 
and reading mentoring pro-

grams line items, the re-
maining $2,900,337.33 
were proposed to be reas-
signed as follows: sanita-
tion trucks to replace the 
three that were lost in a fire 
($1 million), LED lighting 
upgrade to city buildings 
($450,000), grounding and 
lightning protection on City 
Hall ($250,000), Fran Carl-
ton Building improvements 
including flooring, ceil-
ing, etc. ($250,000), Eighth 
Street stormwater piping 
and playground ($200,000), 
City Hall building improve-
ment interior ($200,000), 
Early Learning Coalition 
of Orange County for three 
years ($199,500), a three-

year partnership with a 
reading mentoring program 
($200,000), the Re-Imag-
ine Communities/AOK Lit-
eracy Program ($15,000), 
and additional funds for 
CDBG housing if needed 
($125,837.33). 

In 2021, the city 
of Apopka was allocated 
$7,037,307 in coronavirus 
state and local fiscal recov-
ery funds from the federal 
government. 

This past January, the 
U.S. Treasury published the 
final rule on how the funds 
could be spent. Since these 
funds are one-time dollars 
the city has elected to use 
the full $7 million for gov-

ernment services and/or 
significant major projects, 
according to the staff re-
port in the October 19 City 
Council agenda package.

Of the $7,037,307, 
the city had already bud-
geted $4,136,969.67 as fol-
lows: street resurfacing ($1 
million), Yothers Road re-
surfacing ($783,760.95), 
Camp Wewa sewer grant 
match ($250,000), fire 
exhaust system for fire 
trucks ($234,862.25), 
cemetery improvements 
($618,346.47), Sheeler 
Oaks subdivision storm-
water improvements 
($250,000), and streets re-
surfacing ($1 million). 

City: Coronavirus funds must be spent by the end of 2026
Continued from page 5A All SLFRF money 

must be obligated by De-
cember 31, 2024, and ex-
pended by December 31, 

2026, according to the staff 
report in the October 19 
City Council agenda pack-
et. 

Diaz’s deployments includ-
ed Okinawa, Japan, Af-
ghanistan (two times), Ku-
wait, Iraq, and with the 31st 
MEU (Marine Expedition-
ary Unit) from which he 

deployed to many countries 
around the world.

Diaz is married and 
has three children, Jacke-
lyn, Jayden, and Jace. Diaz 
continued his education 
and graduated from Amer-
ican Military University in 

2021 with an associate of 
arts degree in general stud-
ies.
Justin Burgos

Officer Justin Burgos 
was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
raised in Bay Ridge/Brook-
lyn, and graduated from 

Fort Hamilton High School 
in 2021. Burgos attended 
Lake Technical College In-
stitute of Public Safety for 
his police academy train-
ing, where he graduated at 
the top of his class this past 
July. 

Continued from page 9A

APD: Officers get extensive training, experience
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later, facing fourth and three 
yards to go, Wekiva was 
stopped short. George Brown 
stood up Ty’ray Davis on a 
quarterback draw about six 
inches short of the first down 
again with a shoulder-to-the-
chest tackle.      

The Mustangs turned the 
ball over on three possessions 
via downs. 

Secondary coverage 
broke down two possessions 
later when Maxson Jean-De-
nis completed a 72-yard pass 
to Jaquavius Bell. The pass 
was caught only 10 yards past 
the line of scrimmage. When 
Bell caught the ball at Jones’ 
33-yard line, though, the clos-
est defender was 10 yards 
away.

Dylan Wade completed 
the threat at the 3:54 mark of 
the third quarter, lowering his 
shoulder and powering into 
the end zone on a one-yard 
rush. 

“We never recovered 
from and, specifically, the 
level of consistency was nev-
er the same from play-to-play 
after the fumble,” Schwartz 
said. “This was a down-and-
dirty contest. Every inch 
gained was physical and en-
ergy expending. Ball carriers 
were walking a tightrope all 
contest, just trying to create 
a push forward. A third down 
and five yards to go was like 
10 yards for the first down. 
Consistency is always impor-
tant. In order to win a down-
and-dirty contest, the con-
sistency becomes even more 
important and necessary to 
win.” 

A 45-yard pass from Da-
vis to Anthony Gay and the 
subsequent successful point 
after attempt cut Jones’ lead 
to 14-7 with 1:55 remaining.  

However, the onside 
kickoff attempt was recov-
ered by Jones. Then Jayden 
Gillens took a handoff with 
1:15 remaining and ran be-
hind the left side of the line 
until reaching the left hash-
mark. Gillens ran past the 
pinching and attacking risk-
taking defense after turning 
upfield. With Gillens weav-
ing to and eventually along 
the left sideline, the touch-
down rush covered 55 yards.

The contest began with 
a clinic of matriculation, ball 
control but ultimately set the 
tone for unrealized scoring 
opportunities. 

The opening kickoff 
was received by the Tigers 
and moved to the Mustangs’ 
9-yard line while running 17 
plays. A 26-yard field goal 
was missed wide left.

Eighteen plays were then 
run by Wekiva while moving 
the ball to Jones’ 2-yard line. 
Davis attempted to convert a 
fourth-and-one on a sweep to 
the right side but was pushed 
out of bound six inches short.

The Mustangs’ next pos-
session began at the Tigers’ 
16-yard line when a punt was 
partially blocked.

No points were scored 
though as a 32-yard field goal 
was kicked wide left.

Jones missed two field 
goals inside 35 yards as well. 

“The response by the Ti-
gers to the inconsistency was 
the perfect example of why so 
important in the first place,” 
Schwartz said. “Champion-
ship contenders don’t win 
because of talent alone. Mis-
takes are turned into points 
and advantageous situations. 
After fumbling and in the 
midst of inconsistency, we 
were on our heels and playing 
catch up.” 

Total yards reflected 
Jones holding a one-score 
lead for most of the second 
half, gaining 245 compared to 
Wekiva’s 209. 

The Tigers are also 
known for a handful of big 
plays which complement giv-
ing up only seven points per 
contest. Most importantly, the 
big plays translate to enough 
points to win. The two offen-
sive touchdowns accounted 
for 127 yards or 52 percent of 
the total yards. 

Jones quarterback Max-
son Jean-Denis’ performance 
was also winning with the 
same old, same old. Only 41 
percent of pass attempts were 
completed. However, average 
of the seven completions was 
20 yards. Most importantly, 
Jean-Denis threw for a touch-
down, but no interceptions. 

“Even when making a 
tackle for no gain, the feel 
was we are still playing from 
behind,” Schwartz said. “We 
need to execute a playoff big 
impact like what Jones did. 
Scoring again would have se-
cured the victory and eventu-
ally did. When the lead was 
14-0 and even 14-7, the Ti-
gers didn’t need to score to 
win. Jones is holding oppo-
nents to seven points per con-
test and preventing us from 

scoring was just as effective 
after converting the mistakes 
into the lead.”

With a 4-5 record, the 
Mustangs are still looking 
for the first signature victory 
or defeat of a higher ranked 
team during the Schwartz era. 
Combined total of the five 
losses is 31 points as well. 

Despite the cons, if the 
playoffs started right now, 
Wekiva is in the seventh posi-
tion for the Class 3M-Region 
1 playoffs. FHSAA pow-
er rankings are based on re-
cord and strength of schedule. 
Strength of schedule is based 
on opponents’ record and op-
ponents’ opponents’ records. 
The Mustangs’ strength of 
schedule is the 18th highest 
in the state among all classi-
fications.

Jones’ record is now 6-2 
while holding the number 
three position in the Orlando 
Sentinel Super 16. The victo-
ry pushed the Tigers into the 
third position of the FHSAA 
Class 3M-Region 1 overall 
power rankings and the first 
wild card berth.

Furthermore, as of now, 
all four members of District 
3M-3 would qualify for the 
playoffs. Edgewater is the 
number one seed and Horizon 
number eight.  

“The faith in taking on 
a schedule of top-10 teams 
hasn’t changed though,” 
Schwartz said. “Losses are 
painful, but a necessary learn-
ing experience and curve to 
move forward.”

He caught Davison’s pass 
and fell forward, getting the 
first down by a foot or two.
 After that play, the 
Blue Darters went to the 
single wing and ran a coun-
ter play to the left on first 
down for about 11 or 12 
yards, then ran the same 
play to the right for the sev-
en-yard touchdown run by 
Rashad Watson.
 When that drive start-
ed, I was just hoping the 
Darters could flip the field 
by getting a couple of first 
downs and then getting a 
good punt. Instead, this of-
fense that has had its issues 
throughout the season, put 
together what might be a 
playoff-saving drive. There 
is still plenty of work for 
Apopka to do to assure it-
self of a playoff spot for the 
23rd consecutive season, 
but that win over a pretty 
good Lake Mary team was 
a huge part of that work.
 However, as special 
as that winning drive was, 
Apopka coach Jeff Rolson 
said it was Apopka’s special 
teams that were the differ-
ence in the game.
 “We dominated the 
special teams. Huge returns, 
blocked punt, fake punt, 
and we had a big punt when 
we needed it and it flipped 
the field position. That, I 

think, was the big differ-
ence for us this week,” he 
said.
 The Darters’ Malik 
Nicholson blocked Lake 
Mary’s first punt, giving the 
Apopka offense the ball at 
the 20-yard line and the of-
fense took advantage, scor-
ing to give the Darters an 
early 7-0 lead.
 Apopka’s second 
touchdown came after Jor-
dan Wright returned the 
second-half kickoff to the 
Lake Mary 2-yard line. 
One play later, Kaleb Hicks 
bulled into the end zone to 
put Apopka back up 14-10.
 During the first half, 
the Rams ran the ball 
as well as any team has 
against Apopka this season, 
causing coach Jeff Rolson 
to keep his defense on the 
bench during halftime as he 
worked to get the defend-
ers’ assignments corrected.
 It paid off as the Rams 
didn’t run near as effec-
tively in the second half. 
Lake Mary, however, did 
score on a  45-yard pass in 
the second half and nearly 
made that stand up for the 
victory until the final win-
ning drive by the Blue Dart-
ers.
 As impressive as that 
last drive was, Apopka 
squandered another chance 
set up by its special teams 
when Antwone Robin-

son returned a Lake Mary 
punt to the Rams’ 30-yard 
line. However, the Darters 
gained only five yards and 
a 42-yard field goal try was 
just wide left.
 I must admit that I had 
little faith that the Apop-
ka offense would be able 
to put points on the board 
when that final drive start-
ed at the 11-yard line. I 
had absolutely no idea that 
the Darters would not only 
score on that possession but 
would do so after a 19-play 
drive that took an incred-
ible 8-1/2 minutes off the 
fourth-quarter clock.
 The Rams certainly 
look like a playoff team and 
I wouldn’t be shocked if 
these teams happened to be 
paired up against each oth-
er in a second-round game, 
depending on how the pair-
ings work out.
 “There’s no question. 
Lake Mary is a solid foot-
ball team. I thought they 
outplayed us in a lot of ar-
eas most of the night. They 
had a good plan and they 
executed it,” Rolson said.

There are lots of things 
for the Blue Darters to still 
work on, that’s for sure, but 
here’s hoping that the win-
ning drive can give this of-
fense, and the rest of the 
players and coaches, some 
confidence that it can move 
the ball against a very good 

  Jones Wekiva
First downs 10 10
Rushes-yds 28-104 33-57
Passing yds 141 152
Com-Att-Int 7-17-0 11-13-0
Fumbles-lost 0-0 1-1
Penalties-yds 13-125 9-70

Jones 0 0 14 7 – 21
Wekiva 0 0 0 7 –  7

J-Sands 20 fumble return (kick failed), 
11:40 3rd; J-Wade 1 run (Robbins run), 
2:27 3rd; W-Gay III 45 pass from Davis 
(Fritchley kick), 1:55 4th; J-Gillens 55 
run (kick good), 1:04 4th.
Individual statistics
Rushing: Jones-Gillens 6-70, 1TD; 
Parker 6-22; Wade 11-18, 1TD; Jean-
Denis 5-(-6). Wekiva-Weathers 11-27; 
Davis 14-20; Filius 4-8; Bennett 3-1; 
Gay III 1-1.
Passing: Jones-Jean-Denis 7-17-0, 
141. Wekiva-Davis 11-14-1, 152.
Receiving: Jones-Bell 1-72; Rogers 
2-45; Sands 1-9; Wade 1-8; Smith 
1-5; Williams 1-2. Wekiva-Gay III 
3-56, 1TD; Gainey 4-48; Bennett 3-28; 
Weathers 1-20..

Continued from page 1B

defense. Improvement has 
been incremental this sea-
son, but maybe it’s com-
ing to a point where it can 
move the needle in a game. 
That’s certainly what hap-
pened in the victory over 
Lake Mary.
 And, by the way, 
not many teams schedule 
Apopka for their homecom-
ing game, but I bet that’s 
the last time the Rams do 
that.

…
Playoff picture
 There are changes to 
the way the teams will be 
seeded in each region’s 
bracket this season.
 The biggest change is 
that, while district cham-
pions will be assured of a 
playoff spot, they won’t be 
assured of a top-four seed 
or a first-round home game 
as all seeding will be deter-
mined strictly by the FH-
SAA’s power rankings ex-
cept for the case where a 
district champion might 
have a low power ranking 
but it still qualifies for the 
playoffs as the No. 8 seed 
in a region because it is a 
district winner.
 In Region 4M-1, Apop-
ka’s region, the District 1 
winner from the Jackson-
ville area very well could 
end up at the No. 8 seed (fi-
nal seed) in the region be-
cause of the power rank-
ings.
 Right now, the Blue 
Darters are looking very 
good for claiming at least 
the No. 3 seed in the region. 
If Apopka finishes the sea-

son with a 7-3 overall re-
cord that includes wins over 
Evans and Wekiva and a 
loss to Seminole, I think the 
Blue Darters have a very 
good chance of grabbing 
that third seed.
 Currently, Seminole 
and Apopka have a stran-
glehold on the top two 
seeds in the region. Let’s 
assume for a minute that 
Seminole wins District 2 
and Winter Park is the Dis-
trict 3 champ. District 4 
champ Boone won’t like-
ly jump all the way to the 
third seed because of the 
power rankings and I know 
that the District 1 winner 
will not come close to grab-
bing that spot.
 Let’s say Apopka does 
end up as the No. 3 seed in 
the region. That means the 
Blue Darters would have a 
first-round home game un-
less Boone ends up as the 
No. 6 seed. In that case, the 
Braves would host the Blue 
Darters in the November 11 
playoff game because they 
are a district champ.
 It’s all a bit confusing 
and there is a lot of football 
left to be played.
 The next week or so 
will clear it all up.

…
Seminole at Apopka
 With the game against 
Evans having been played 
Thursday, October 27, past 
press time, Apopka’s next 
game will be Tuesday, No-
vember 1, in a contest that 
was postponed due to Hur-
ricane Ian.
 Counting the Blue 

Darters’ season-ending 
game at hometown rival 
Wekiva on Friday, Novem-
ber 4, Apopka will have 
three games in eight day 
and adding the Lake Mary 
game of last week, the 
Darters will have played 
four games in 14 days.
 Seminole is 7-1 and 
faces Lake Mary today, Fri-
day, October 28, in a big 
district game. I would ex-
pect the Seminoles to come 
away with a victory in that 
game, but I think it will be 
close.
 That’s pretty much 
thought with Seminole 
playing at Apopka next 
Tuesday.
 The Darters seem to be 
gaining some ground offen-
sively, but that must get to 
the next level in order for 
the Blue Darters to have a 
shot at upsetting Seminole.
 Seminole is solid on 
both sides of the ball and 
can beat you in many ways. 
While Apopka’s defense is 
solid, the Seminoles are in-
credibly talented on offense 
and I would expect they 
will be able to score in the 
20s against Apopka.
 The Darters must play 
a near-perfect game and get 
a couple of breaks to upset 
Seminole. No matter what 
happens in this game, how-
ever, all of Apopka’s long-
term goals are still ahead as 
a playoff berth is still a very 
realistic likelihood.
 I just don’t see the 
Blue Darters being able to 
pull off this upset.
 Seminole by 12.

Wekiva: Both teams missed field goals

PEP: Blue Darters are looking solid for playoff spot, but must keep winning
Continued from page 1B
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT AND 
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, November 8, 2022 beginning at 5:30 
P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance Numbers 
2935 and 2936 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at 
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2022 beginning at 1:30 P.M. AND Wednesday, December 21, 
2022 at 7:00 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings 
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

October 28, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(a), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that STANDARD 
INVESTMENTS & HOLDINGS, LLC has made application relating to the 
following described property.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number(s): 28-21-06-7172-04-020
Contains: 8.39 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2977
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY RURAL (1 DWELLING UNIT PER 10 ACRES) TO CITY 
COMMERCIAL FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH 
OF U.S. 441 CONNECTOR RD. WEST, EAST OF SR 429 AND WEST OF 
PLYMOUTH SORRENTO ROAD; OWNED BY ROBERT GROSSENBACHER 1/5 
INTEREST, SCOTT GROSSENBACHER AND TODD GROSSENBACHER, 1/5 
INTEREST, CAROLYN DITCH TRUST 1/5 INTEREST, MARY FRISBIE 1/5 
INTEREST, ELIZABETH TOWNSEND 1/5 INTEREST; COMPRISING 8.39 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2978
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS RURAL) TO CITY C-C (COMMUNITY 
COMMERCIAL), FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED 
NORTH OF U.S. 441 CONNECTOR RD. WEST, EAST OF SR 429 AND WEST 
OF PLYMOUTH SORRENTO ROAD; OWNED BY ROBERT GROSSENBACHER 1/5 
INTEREST, SCOTT GROSSENBACHER AND TODD GROSSENBACHER, 1/5 
INTEREST, CAROLYN DITCH TRUST 1/5 INTEREST, MARY FRISBIE 1/5 
INTEREST, ELIZABETH TOWNSEND 1/5 INTEREST; COMPRISING 8.39 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


	chief1028a004
	chief1028a011
	chief1028b002

