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High School Agriscience 
Advisory Council meeting. 

This council, of 
course, included admin-
istration and teachers in-
volved with the magnet 
program at the school but 
better yet, there were vari-
ous industry professionals 
in attendance who volun-
teered their time as well.

The professionals are 
so important to the success 
of the magnet because they 
share what would be most 
beneficial for the magnet to 
focus on in order that stu-
dents are marketable in the 
real world as they leave 
school. 

We discussed what the 
trending areas of interest 
in the field of agriculture 
are,  and where the indus-
try is heading and what can 
set the magnet apart in the 
field. The input from the in-

dustry leaders gave invalu-
able information that we 
wouldn’t have had without 
them.

Most, if not all, of the 
magnet programs in Or-
ange County have advisory 
councils like this one, so I 
would encourage any com-
munity members who are 
experts in their field to con-
sider getting involved in 
these councils. It is so im-
portant to the success of our 
programs.

I also was fortunate 
enough to participate in the 
Martin Luther King Parade 
in Apopka on Monday as 
well. This is something I 
look forward to every year.

It’s a great time when 
community members, and 
various groups within the 
community come togeth-
er to celebr,ate the legacy 
of Dr. King by promoting 
peace, love, and commu-
nity.

The crowds were ex-
cited and, most important-
ly, the children were happy 
and engaged. It’s so impor-
tant for our children to see 
that the adults around them 
care enough to come to-
gether in their community 
and to spend this time with 
them.

It sends the message to 
the children that they mat-
ter and their community 
matters. There is nothing 
more important that we can 
teach our children. Some-
times, it is our actions that 
mean the most and create 
the lasting impressions.

Again, I’m so fortu-
nate to live in a commu-
nity that cares so deeply 
about our children and our 
schools. Thank you to all of 
you who are engaged with 
your community. 

Together, we can make 
all our dreams fulfilled for 
our kids!

of the trail led to a rebirth 
of the city of Winter Gar-
den. Thus, when I speak 
about the planning, engi-
neering, and construction 
of gaps through northern 
Apopka, Wekiwa Springs, 

Lockhart, and North Pine 
Hills, you can see why I am 
so excited. These sections 
of the district, with some 
visionary leadership and 
skill, could lead their revi-
talization as well.

I recently attended an 
in-depth briefing on plans 

for the completion of gaps 
with County Parks Man-
ager Matt Suedmeyer and 
Transportation Planner Bri-
an Sanders. They reported 
to me that first up for con-
struction in 2022-2023 is 
the Lake Apopka Connec-
tor Trail. The goal of this 

section is to connect the 
existing West Orange Trail 
with Magnolia Park and the 
Lake Apopka Loop Trail. 
The county purchased the 
northwest corner at Binion 
and Ocoee-Apopka Road 
to make one section of this 
gap possible. Several de-
velopers will also be con-
structing portions along 
McCormick Road and up 
near Keene Road. The clos-
ing of the gap will make 
it possible for our western 
Orange County residents to 
access Magnolia Park and 
the Apopka Loop Trail.

The second gap to 
be completed is the Pine 
Hills Trail. It is being de-
signed in 2022 and 2023. 
Construction is scheduled 
for 2024. This portion will 
connect Barnett Park and 
northward to the Clarcona-
Ocoee Connector to either 
reach destinations to the 
west, or Magnolia Park, 
West Orange Trail, or Lake 
Apopka to the north. 

The third gap sched-
uled for completion is a 
state-funded portion called 
the Coast-to-Coast Trail. 
This segment, much to 

my chagrin, has been de-
layed. It connects the Weki-
va Trail with the Clarco-
na Connector and, ulti-
mately, the West Orange 
Trail through Lockhart. 
This gap has been funded 
by the state legislature. We 
have three levels of gov-
ernment involved in financ-
ing the construction of rec-
reational trails in District 
2. The goal of the state was 
for connectivity from Pi-
nellas County to Brevard 
County. The Coast-to-
Coast Trail System trav-
els right through Orange 
County – Districts 1 and 2.

As this gap has been 
delayed, I am working 
with Orange County Pub-
lic Works to fund simple 
five-foot sidewalks down 
Eden Park Road in Lock-
hart westward along Beggs 
Road to Lakeville Road. 

At this point, riders 
can utilize the Clarcona-
Ocoee Connector and West 
Orange Trail to access 
downtown Winter Garden. 
This will be the alterna-
tive route over the next 7-8 
years.

We have discussed 

completing trail gaps in 
North Pine Hills, Lockhart, 
Clarcona, and Ocoee. We 
also need the West Orange 
Trail extended in north-
ern Apopka to connect 
to Wekiwa Springs State 
Park, the Northwest Rec-
reation Center, and Kelly 
Park.

This northern trail gap 
has been scuttled for 20 
years. Thankfully, I was 
able to get MetroPLAN, 
while working to improve 
the Rock Springs/Welch 
Road intersection, to addi-
tionally fund these north-
ern gaps. 

The bad news is, be-
cause we got these proj-
ects in the capital improve-
ment plan only a year ago, 
that design will not take 
place until 2025-2026. My 
goal is to increase funding 
in order to accelerate these 
northern gaps. 

In Northwest Orange 
County, we have the most 
square miles of trails of any 
district in the county. Dis-
trict 2 and all our munici-
palities are definitely the 
best area for “play” in Cen-
tral Florida.

ployment to everyone, but 
affects minorities more than 
anyone else.

As I have stipulated be-
fore, I dislike the word “mi-
norities” because, if you are 
a citizen of this great nation, 
you are an American and 
there is nothing minor about 
that title. In the movie “War 
of the Worlds” years ago, 
all the nations of the world 
stood shoulder-to-shoulder 
to combat a common en-
emy.

We, as Americans, need 
to use that allegory, to com-
bat our common enemies, 
i.e., those who want to usher 
in socialism, communism, 
fascism, or any other “ism” 
to destroy our God-given 
inalienable rights, and those 
people who want to make 

this a tyrannical nation.
We are a free peo-

ple guided by our com-
mon sense, dedication to 
improve our lives, and an 
ethical, moral standard we 
choose to live by. It makes 
no difference the color of 
your skin, your cultural 
background, or your lan-
guage at home. What mat-
ters is the fact we owe each 
other the security of know-
ing that if our neighbor is 
in need, we will be there. 
We need to do away with 
the passivity of looking the 
other way when it comes 
to our fellow Americans 
in need, whether it be as a 
physical presence, as was 
the case with the man who 
chased down and retrieved 
the purse from the thief who 
had stolen it from an elderly 
person, or perhaps just by 

letting someone know you 
are available if they have a 
need. 

That is one of the 
things I have learned from 
those I have worked with 
from other countries. They 
form relationships that 
strengthen their citizen-
ship in the United States of 
America and they are proud 
of what they have accom-
plished through that strug-
gle to become Americans. 
They exhibit a happiness 
and a confidence the illegals 
cannot show. Their strength 
in overcoming obstacles has 
been increased by their will-
ingness to do the right thing 
the right way, regardless of 
the challenge.

Remember that doing 
the right thing, even when 
no one is looking, is called 
integrity!
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning com-
munity weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Associa- tion. 
The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, 
and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but 
must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email 
address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
............................................................ 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

Hayden: Relationships are a must 
Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Advisory councils beneficial
Continued from page 2A

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Citizens can access Magnolia Park and the Apopka Loop Trail
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
OF A SMALL SCALE FUTURE LAND USE 
AMENDMENT AND CHANGE OF ZONING

CITY OF APOPKA

Notice is given that a public hearing will be held by the City of 
Apopka Planning Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, February 8, 2022, beginning at 
5:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.  

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing will be held by the 
City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meeting in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, March 2, 2022, beginning at 
1:30 P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings 
to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning Applications 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

January 21, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(c), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that E&H Clarcona, 
LLC. has made an application to the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission and the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE 
DESIGNATION FROM COUNTY RURAL TO INDUSTRIAL (.60 FAR) AND A CHANGE 
IN ZONING FROM COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS RURAL) DISTRICT TO CITY I-L (LIGHT 
INDUSTRIAL) DISTRICT FOR 1.34 +/- ACRES.  This application relates to 
the following described property located east of Coral Hills Road 
and west of Clarcona Road.

 Apopka City Council
 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 22-21-28-0000-00-210
Contains: 1.34 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2900
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY RURAL (1 DU/AC) TO CITY INDUSTRIAL (.60 FAR) 
FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF CORAL 
HILLS ROAD AND WEST OF CLARCONA ROAD; OWNED BY E&H CLARCONA, 
LLC., COMPRISING 1.34 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2901
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS RURAL) DISTRICT TO CITY 
I-L (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL) DISTRICT FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF EAST OF CORAL HILLS ROAD AND WEST 
OF CLARCONA ROAD; OWNED BY E&H CLARCONA, LLC., COMPRISING 
1.34 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

In the first meeting of 
2022, the Apopka Plan-
ning Commission elected a 
chairperson and vice chair-
person, as well as unani-
mously recommending ap-
proval in a 6-0 vote on all 
five of its meeting agenda 
items that included a mas-
ter plan and rezoning for a 
single-family development 
at Kelly Park Crossing. 

The meeting was held 
Tuesday, January 11, at 
Apopka City Hall. Plan-
ning Commission meetings 
are scheduled for the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month. 

Jim Greene was re-
elected chairperson, and 
William Gusler was re-
elected vice chairperson.

205 E. Keene Road
The first agenda item 

for consideration was a 
small scale, future land 
use amendment for 205 E. 

Keene Road from county 
rural to industrial. 

The estimated 12.74 
acres contains a nursery 
and is located north of East 
Keene Road and west of 
Clarcona Road. 

The property owner is 
AED Dewar Nursery 2019 
Trust. The applicant is Tara 
Tedrow.

The same property was 
given recommended ap-
proval for rezoning from T 
(transitional district) to I-L 
(light industrial district).

Phil Martinez, plan-
ner II with the city’s plan-
ning division, is the project 
manager.

By Ordinance Num-
ber 2383, the subject prop-
erty was annexed into the 
city of Apopka on October 
1, 2014. 

The City Council will 
hold a first reading of both 
the future land use amend-
ment and the rezoning of 
205 E. Keene Road on Feb-
ruary 2. The second read-

ing and adoption will be on 
February 16.

730 Monroe Avenue
There was a propos-

al for a small-scale future 
land use amendment from 
commercial to mixed use 
for 730 Monroe Avenue.

The property is about 
5.67 acres and is locat-
ed north of East Semo-
ran Boulevard and west of 

Sheeler Avenue. 
The property owner is 

Three R Corporation. The 
applicant is A and R Real 
Estate Development. Mar-
tinez is the project manag-
er.

The primary intent of 
the mixed-use land use cat-
egory is to allow a mixture 
of residential, office, com-
mercial, industrial, recre-
ation, institutional and pub-

lic facilities uses to serve 
the residential and non-res-
idential needs of special 
areas of the city of Apop-
ka, according to city docu-
ments.

The City Council will 
hold a first reading on 
the 730 Monroe Avenue 
small-scale future land use 
amendment on February 
2. The second reading and 
adoption will be on Febru-

ary 16.

Laurel Oaks
The Laurel Oaks mas-

ter plan proposes 126 sin-
gle-family detached resi-
dences at about three units 
per acre on an estimated to-
tal of about 41.2 acres that 
are located east of S.R. 429, 
west of Plymouth Sorrento 

Apopka Planning Commission considers land use items, housing

See CITY Page 10A
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Baldwin Fairchild Funeral Home

Baldwin Fairchild Funeral Home
At Baldwin-Fairchild Apopka Funeral Home in Apopka, Florida, 
it is our privilege to assist you in planning funeral services that 

perfectly refl ect your life or the life of your loved one.

Let Us Help Tell Their Story

601 NORTH PARK AVENUE | APOPKA, FL 32712

407-886-1461

At Baldwin-Fairchild Apopka Funeral Home in Apopka, Florida, 
it is our privilege to assist you in planning funeral services that 

perfectly refl ect your life or the life of your loved one.

Let Us Help Tell Their Story

601 NORTH PARK AVENUE | APOPKA, FL 32712

407-886-1461
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing to consider the special exception 
request at its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers 
of the Apopka City Hall on Tuesday, February 8, 2022, beginning 
at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above 
listed hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect 
to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing 
assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should 
contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida 32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 
48 hours prior to the proceeding.

January 21, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given that Directions Fellowship, Inc. 
has made an application, in accordance with Apopka Code of 
Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article II, 
Section 4.2.2.C to the City of Apopka Planning Commission for 
a Special Exception to permit a Place of Worship in the RSF-
1B, Residential Single-Family District – Large Lot.

 Apopka Planning Commission
 Community Development Department

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

Parcel No:06-21-28-7172-15-130 
Containing: 14.7 acres +/-

This application relates to the following described property 
located south of Schopke Road and east of Plymouth Sorrento 
Road.
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2899 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at the 
Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

January 21, 2022

NOTICE is hereby given that the property owner noted below and shown 
in the attached vicinity map has made an application, in accordance 
with Florida Statutes 171.044, the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part 
III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.5.1.A, to the City 
of Apopka City Council, for ANNEXATION of the property shown in the 
following map:

 Apopka City Council
 Community Development Department

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 07-20-28-0000-00-031 
Contains: 5.00 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2899
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS 
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA 
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND 
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY G&B SORRENTO LLC; 
LOCATED NORTH OF W. KELLY PARK ROAD AND EAST OF PLYMOUTH 
SORRENTO ROAD; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, 
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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Springs Road. Moving the 
pole owned by Duke En-
ergy could cost about $1 
million and there is discus-
sion about who will pay for 
moving the pole, Apopka, 
Orange County, or Duke 
Energy.
 A developer who is 
looking to put a gas station, 
coffee shop, and a medical 
office on the northwest cor-
ner of the intersection has 
agreed to give 12 feet of 
right-of-way to accommo-
date the new lane.
 In addition to the im-
provements at the intersec-
tion of Rock Springs Road 
and Welch Road, the study 
proposes putting a traffic 
light at north of the inter-
section at the exit from the 
Publix plaza that empties 
onto Rock Springs Road 
from between McDonald’s 
and the former Bubbalou’s 
Bodacious BBQ restaurant 
on the north end of the pla-
za. The traffic signal there 
would allow for pedestrian 
crosswalks traversing Rock 
Springs Road.
 There is also a mid-
block crosswalk with rapid-
flashing beacons proposed 
in the MetroPlan study that 
would be north of the pro-
posed traffic signal. How-
ever, during the DRC meet-
ing, city staff members said 
that pedestrians trying to 

cross Rock Springs Road 
in that area may be served 
best by having the only 
crosswalk be the one at the 
traffic signal.
 The MetroPlan study 
for the Rock Springs-Welch 
intersection also included 
the Sandpiper Street-Park 
Avenue intersection, which 
is about 3/4-mile south of 
Rock Springs-Welch. Rock 
Springs Road becomes 
known as Park Avenue be-
tween Welch and Sandpip-
er but is the same road.
 The study calls for a 
traffic signal at Sandpip-
er and Park along with the 
realignment of westbound 
Sandpiper to meet up with 
Sandpiper on the west side 
of Park Avenue. In ad-
dition, there will be turn 
lanes installed on the re-
aligned part of Sandpiper. 
Plans also call for new side-
walks on the north side of 
Sandpiper Street from Park 
Avenue west to Lake Ave-
nue, and on the south side 
of Sandpiper from Park Av-
enue east to Ustler Road.
 During the presenta-
tion, Bouck said that even 
with the improvements 
at the two intersections, 
the level of service will 
range from B to E at vari-
ous spots, but without the 
changes, the level of ser-
vice will be at either E or F. 
The worst level of service 
is F, while the best is A.

 The West Orange Trail 
extension part of the study 
calls for the trail to be ex-
tended north along Rock 
Springs Road to Kelly Park 
Road from its current ter-
minus at Rock Springs 
Road and Lester Road.
 In addition a spur of the 
trail would be built along 

Welch Road from Rock 
Springs Road to Wekiwa 
Springs Road to the en-
trance of Wekiwa Springs 
State Park. Another spur 
would traverse down Ponk-
an Road from Rock Springs 
Road to the Wolf Lake 
schools and the Northwest 
Recreation Complex.
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Cowles’ office in Orlando.
 The change also makes 
Apopka the only munici-
pality in Orange County to 
pay for early voting inside 
its city limits for a city-only 
election.
 The change came af-
ter Apopka resident and 
former City Council can-
didate Leroy Bell asked 
why there wasn’t early vot-
ing in Apopka for the elec-
tion, saying that people 
shouldn’t have to drive to 
Orlando for early voting in 
a city-only election.
 There will be three rac-
es on the city election bal-
lot with Mayor Bryan Nel-
son facing a challenge from 
City Commissioner Kyle 
Becker. Nelson is in his 
first four-year term as may-
or, while Becker is in the 
middle of his second term 
as a commissioner. Beck-
er has resigned from Seat 
4 to run for mayor. His res-
ignation is effective April 
26, the day that the election 
winners will take office.
 Running for Becker’s 
seat are Nick Nesta and 
Eric Mock. Nesta ran un-
successfully for the City 
Council two years ago, 
while this is Mock’s first 
foray into Apopka politics. 
The winner will have to 

run for re-election in 2024 
since he will be filling out 
the final two years of Beck-
er’s four-year term in Seat 
4.
 Commissioner Diane 
Velazquez is up for re-elec-
tion for Seat 2 and she is 
facing opposition from Wes 
Dumey for the four-year 
term.
 Commissioner Alex-
ander Smith was automati-
cally re-elected after no one 
qualified to run against him 
and his name will not ap-
pear on the ballot.
 Doug Bankson was 
the only sitting member of 
the City Council who was 
not up for re-election after 
he won a second four-year 
term in 2020.
 Funds to pay for the 
early voting at the Apopka 
Community Center/VFW 
will come from the General 
Fund reserves.
 All of the seats on the 
City Council are elected at-
large, meaning all Apopka 
voters can cast their ballot 
in each race. The current 
mayor’s salary is $127,000, 
while commissioners are 
paid $16,200 annually.
 Apopka residents 
wishing to vote in the city 
election must be registered 
to vote by February 7 at 5 
p.m. The registration books 
are open now.

Vote: Apopka is only 
city in Orange Co.
to host early voting
Continued from page 1A

This shows the two alternatives for possible improvements to the intersection of Rock Springs Road and Welch 
Road. For more information, visit MetroplanOrlando.org/rocksprings.

Traffic: Questions remain about cost to move large metal utility pole
Continued from page 1A
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All employees are Apopka residents

Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

JAMES MALTBY
Owner

Licensed 
& Insured

321-689-5866

MALTBY’S
Tree Service & Landscaping
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Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.
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All employees are Apopka residents

JAMES MALTBY
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•Tree Trimming 
•Tree Removal

•Landscape Installation 
•Stump Grinding
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Do you have trees that need attention 
before a storm hits? If so, call us today!

Call us today for a free consultation and estimate.
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statues Section 
380.06(11) and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) that the 
City of Apopka proposes to abandon the Kelly Park Crossing 
Development of Regional Impact (DRI).

ORDINANCE NO. 2903
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
APOPKA, FLORIDA, PROVIDING FOR 
THE ABANDONMENT OF THE KELLY 
PARK CROSSING DEVELOPMENT OF 
REGIONAL IMPACT AND ITS ASSOCIATED 
DEVELOPMENT ORDER; PROVIDING FOR 
FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR 
THE ABANDONMENT; AUTHORIZING 
STAFF TO RECORD AND TRANSMIT 
THE ORDINANCE OF ABANDONMENT; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission will hold a public hearing to consider the 
proposed ordinance at its regularly scheduled meeting in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. 
Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, February 8, 2022 
beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Further notice is given that a public hearing for the proposed 
ordinance will be held by the City of Apopka City Council 
at its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council 
Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, March 2, 2022, beginning 
at 1:30 p.m., and Wednesday, March 16, 2022, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed ordinance can be inspected 
at the Apopka Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. 
Please be advised that, under State law, if you decide to 
appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you will 
need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to 
participate in any of these proceedings should contact the 
City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 
32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior 
to the proceeding.

  Apopka City Council
  Apopka Planning Commission
  Community Development Department
January 21, 2022
Publish: The Apopka Chief
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