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Two Apopkans graduate from FSU, while another on Berry Dean’s List
Alex
Ramos
and
Christopher Camacho, both
of Apopka, received honors medallions from Florida State University.

Florida State University awarded honors medallions to 68 high-achieving
graduates during the medallion ceremony on Thurs-

day, December 9.
Ramos, a digital media production and philosophy major, was designated Honors in the Major

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT AND CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3187 and 166.041(3)(c),
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Tara Tedrow has
made an application, to the City of Apopka City Council, and Apopka
Planning Commission for a change in the Future Land Use Designation
for approximately 12.74 +/- acres from “County” Rural to “City”
Industrial and a change in Zoning from T (Transitional District)
to I-L (Light Industrial District). This application relates to the
following described property located North of E. Keene Road and
West of Clarcona Road.

Christopher Camacho, a
behavioral
neuroscience
major, was designated with
University Honors.
The FSU Honors Program supports the efforts
and talents of the university’s most intellectually curious students who have the
potential, dedication and
drive for creating change.
The ceremony included remarks by Joe O’Shea,
dean of undergraduate studies and assistant provost;
Annette Schwabe, associate

dean of undergraduate studies and director of the FSU
Honors Program; and Jeff
Badger, associate director
of the University Honors
Program.
William Jordan of
Apopka was named to the
fall 2021 Dean’s List at
Berry College in Rome,
Ga., according to a December 15 press release from
the college.
The dean’s list honors
students who posted an aca-

demic average of 3.5 or better on a 4.0 scale while carrying a class load of at least
12 hours during the semester.
Nationally recognized
for academic excellence
and as an outstanding educational value, Berry College is an independent, coeducational, comprehensive liberal arts college of
approximately 2,100 students.
Its 27,000-acre campus
is the world’s largest.

Moore: Lights retrofitted to LED
ning, I redoubled my effort
to at least get one street upgraded lighting.
I stopped the car in the
suicide lane and hollered
up to the technician inquiring if he was retrofitting
all the lights along Wekiwa Springs Road. And, he
said yes. Wow – finally the
lights were getting completed. I got to see the work
for myself!
God is good. He allowed me to notice and
capture the installation in
two videos which are now
posted on my Facebook
page at Christine Moore
Orange County Commissioner. Things are always
special when you have
worked hard to achieve
them. It doesn’t matter how
insignificant it might be
to others, it matters to the
one who expended the energy and effort. It has additionally mattered to all the
neighborhood leaders who
worked hard improving

their front entranceways
for the Corridor of the Year
Contest. I texted these leaders the pictures and video
of the upgrade and they are
thrilled as well.
I was also struck with
how quickly the process of
changing out the light was,
compared to my two-year
effort to get county public
works and Duke Energy to
retrofit lights.
So, my 15 minutes of
paying attention paid off. I
cleaned up the CVS, reported deficiencies to corporate, turned in a wall with
graffiti for paint, and got to
view the fruit of two years
of labor.
I hope you will join
me in being a citizen who
equally cares about their
community. More about
this next year, as I roll out
the Corridor Chiefs and
Captains Program.
Merry Christmas to
all!

Our community
stepped up like never before. Our Apopka Police
Department again hosted
“Shop with a Cop” where
they took kids shopping
as in years past. This year,
they hosted the event for 10
nights!
There were numerous toy giveaways, including one this past weekend
called “Christmas in the
Park,” hosted by 31 Ways
Foundation wherein families were treated to food,
games, and toys.
OCPS’s transportation department adopted

families to provide gifts
for them. Several local
churches held toy drives for
families. Everywhere you
turned, someone was working to make sure every kid
had a wonderful holiday.
This is what community is all about. It’s about
recognizing that we are all
part of one community, like
one big family. We help
each other when we need it.
We provide for others when
we can.
I can’t help but think
that not only will many of
our children experience
a wonderful holiday now
that they may not have otherwise, but that they were

taught some valuable lessons that they will carry
with them throughout their
lives.
They learned what it
means to show generosity. To love one another and
give to others. These are
lessons that make our world
a better place. These are
lessons that can’t be taught
in a classroom and that will
last in memories long after
the math or science lesson
fades.
Thank you to my
amazing community for
recognizing the need within our community and for
making this a beautiful holiday for our children.

ders that surround me in
nature’s amazing works! I
am not talking pie-in-thesky amazement but honestly seeing the wonders
that only could have been
worked by a master designer (which I had nothing to
do with) and it was all for
me!
When I truly consider that, it breaks my heart
and causes me to seek the
Christmas Spirit’s influence

in my life once again.
There are all kinds of
excuses for not taking 10
minutes to meditate on the
gifts given to us by our Creator and, when I use those
excuses, it causes more
angst and increases my attitude of “me first”! I know
there are people who will
not try my method of returning to being filled with
the Christmas Spirit but
perhaps by my striving to
keep the spirit alive in my
life, I can serve them in a

way they can see the joy
that is emitted from keeping the Christmas Spirit all
year long.
I would like to take
this opportunity to say
thank you to The Apopka
Chief and all the employees
for allowing me the pleasure of writing for the paper. I owe a great big thank
you to all of you who have
read my meanderings and
have commented on them.
To all of you, Merry
Christmas!

Continued from page 2A

Then, I noticed the
bucket truck working on a
street light. Why didn’t I
notice it the first time? We
are all that way. We drive
home, to work and back,
and around, without really
ever noticing things around
us.
I thought for a second about the light being
repaired and knew neither
my staff nor I had turned in
any burned-out lights, so
I knew immediately what
was happening.
It was the retrofit of
the standard lights to LED
all along Wekiwa Springs
Road! I worked for two
years trying to upgrade
lights on major streets. This
has proved nearly impossible, but I am not one to
give up, so since Wekiwa
Springs Road had won the
Corridor of the Year Contest and I offered the LED
upgrades as a prize for win-

Byrd: Sharing is best lesson plan
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Parcel I.D.: 22-21-28-0000-00-168
Contains: 12.74 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2896
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO “CITY” INDUSTRIAL FOR CERTAIN REAL
PROPERTY LOCATED NORTH OF E. KEENE ROAD AND WEST OF CLARCONA
ROAD, COMPRISING 12.74 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY AED
DEWAR NURSERY 2019 TRUST; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
ORDINANCE NO. 2897
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
ZONING FROM T (TRANSITIONAL DISTRICT) TO I-L (LIGHT INDUSTRIAL
DISTRICT) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED NORTH OF E. KEENE
ROAD AND WEST OF CLARCONA ROAD, COMPRISING 12.74 ACRES MORE
OR LESS, AND OWNED BY AED DEWAR NURSERY 2019 TRUST; PROVIDING
FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing to consider the change of Future Land Use and
change of zoning requests at its regularly scheduled meeting in the
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street,
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, January 11, 2022 beginning at 5:30 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as possible.

Further, notice is given that a public hearing For Ordinance Nos.
2896 and Ordinance No. 2897 will be held by the City of Apopka City
Council at its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council
Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka,
Florida on Wednesday, February 2, 2022, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as possible.
Continued from page 2A

Hayden: My joy is Christmas joy

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Zoning can be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30
p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to
this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need
to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.
December 24, 2021
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as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417.
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880,
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Associa- tion.
The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987,
and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but
must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email
address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit letters.
www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911
www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)........................... 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative
Val Demings (Dist. 10)................. 321-388-9808
State Representatives
............................................................ 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45)............... 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11).......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce...............407-886-1441
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Despite no title, Darters should be proud of season

John Peery

well as the issues this season that have come and
gone throughout the 15
games the team played.
In the state championship game itself, it’s obvious that Venice was the
better team.
Yes, I remember the
terrible call near the end
of the first half that gave
the Indians a cheap touchdown, but that didn’t make
a difference in the final
outcome. That doesn’t excuse the horrible call, but
it certainly wasn’t the main
factor in Venice winning
the game.
There are other issues
with the officiating crew
and the clock operator and
the play-clock operator
that were not good, but the

Blue Darters found themselves with the ball unexpectedly after a fumbled
punt was recovered by
Apopka at the Venice 29yard line with three seconds left. I don’t know
what play was called, but
Apopka quarterback Andrew McClain ran the ball
and gained two yards as
the seconds ticked off the
clock.
It certainly wasn’t ideal and wasn’t what should
have happened, but to sit
in the stands and boo your
own team in a high school
football game is incredibly
appalling to me.
I think I’ve booed at
a football game once or
twice in my life and that
was at a college football
game and I was letting
the game officials know
how bad they were. But, I
would never boo my own
football team, even at the
college or pro level. I don’t
have pro teams that I care
about enough to boo, but
for those of you who know
me, you know I bleed Big
Orange. But even as my
Vols have had a rough 1314 years, it would never
enter my mind to boo my
team while at a game. I

don’t care how bad things
are. I would never do it.
And then to boo my
own team at a high school
football game is incomprehensible to me. Why would
that even be an option in
one’s mind?
That obviously upset
me more than even the terrible interception call by
the referee. If you feel the
need to boo your own high
school football team, then
just don’t bother showing up. Nobody needs that
kind of so-called fan.
In the aftermath of the

season, everyone who had
something to do with this
team as a player, coach,
support staff, or fan should
just take time to remember the good times and the
memories made. The relationships that will last
a lifetime are what really
count.
This season was absolutely a success for the
Blue Darters. This is a
proud program and it will
continue to be such as long
as people like coach Jeff
Rolson and his staff are
leading the way.

“When
Quality Service
Matters”

DO
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bottom line is that, sometimes, the other team is just
better than you. The same
thing can be applied to the
12 teams that Apopka defeated this season. The
Blue Darters were just better.
Venice is a complete
team that was solid in all
phases of the game. Like
Apopka, the Indians’ regular-season schedule had
some easier teams on it,
but they also played some
very good teams in Cardinal Gibbons and Cocoa.
The Blue Darters played
Edgewater, West Orange,
and Lakeland.
I’m sure that there
were plenty of self-appointed coaches sitting in
the stands on the Apopka
side of DRV PNK Stadium on Saturday who think
they could do better than
those who are actually on
the staff at Apopka High
School.
Those types of selfstyled experts – and I use
that term very loosely – are
probably the same people
who booed Apopka’s final
play of the first half.
I don’t disagree that
the play was not what you
would have wanted as the

ime

to take care of grow
t
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h

After a few days to get
over the disappointment
of losing a state championship game 35-7 to the
Venice Indians, I hope
the players, coaches, and
others affiliated with the
Apopka Blue Darters football team will soon realize
that finishing second in the
state may not be the absolute pinnacle of success on
the field, but out of the 82
Class 8A teams, 80 of them
would have loved to have
been there playing for a
state title.
This team was led by
a unique senior class that
saw several players who
started as freshmen and
those seniors will leave
Apopka High with 40 wins
in four years, including last
year’s regular season that
was cut to eight games due
to the pandemic.
Nearly every other
high school football player would love to have finished his high school career with a 40-13 record
along with a pair of state
runner-up finishes and one
loss in the state semifinals.
This senior class also had
to fight its way through the
pandemic, putting up with
all the changes last year, as

Full Service Landscape and
Maintenance

Prices. We pay attention to:

Palm Tree Trimming, Mulching, Clean-up
You call: Don at 407-369-0431
We give: References and free estimates
Licensed & Insured

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

NOTICE is hereby given that KIMLEY-HORN AND ASSOCIATES, INC. C/O
BRIAN ASHBY has made an application, in accordance with Florida
Statutes 163.3187(c) and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III,
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) to the City
of Apopka Planning Commission, and City Council for a REZONING
OF PROPERTY. This application relates to the following described
property:
ORDINANCE NO. 2898
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
ZONING FROM T (TRANSITIONAL) DISTRICT TO KPI-MU (KELLY PARK
INTERCHANGE MIXED-USE), AND ASSIGNING A NEIGHBORHOOD OVERLAY
DISTRICT, FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED EAST
OF SR 429, WEST OF PLYMOUTH SORRENTO ROAD AND SOUTH OF
KELLY PARK ROAD, COMPRISING 41.2 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND
OWNED BY DIANE REID-GOOLSBY, DEBRA REID WILBARGER, DIANE
DONOHOE AND DWANA MCCLURE; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY,CONFLICTS, AND
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3187 and 166.041(3)(c),
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that A and R Real
Estate Development has made an application, to the City of Apopka
City Council, and Apopka Planning Commission for a change in the
Future Land Use Designation for approximately 5.67 +/- acres from
Commercial to Mixed-Use. This application relates to the following
described property located North of E. Semoran Blvd. and West of
Sheeler Avenue.

PROOF APPROVAL
Important to Check the Following
Name
Copy/Picture/Logos
Address
Expiration Date
Telephone #

Please Sign Below

Da

Approval/Release to Print - Subject to correct

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:

This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-8
Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121
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Parcel I.D.: 10-21-28-0000-00-061
Contains: 5.67 +/- Acres
Parcel Identiﬁcation Numbers:
13-20-27-0000-00-041, 13-20-270000-00-044, 13-20-27-0000-00-049, 13-20-27-0000-00-010, 13-2027-0000-00-040, 13-20-27-0000-00-031, 13-20-27-0000-00-039, 1320-27-0000-00-042, and 13-20-27-0000-00-043
Contains: 41.2 +/- Acres
Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold
a public hearing to consider Ordinance No. 2898 at its regularly
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, January 11,
2022 beginning at 5:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.
FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2898
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February
2, 2022, beginning at 1:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as possible.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance can be inspected
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.

December 24, 2021
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ORDINANCE NO. 2895
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM COMMERCIAL TO MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED
NORTH OF E. SEMORAN BOULEVARD AND WEST OF SHEELER AVENUE,
COMPRISING 5.67 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY THREE R
CORP.; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing to consider the change of Future Land Use
request at its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council
Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka,
Florida on Tuesday, January 11, 2022 beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as possible.
Further, notice is given that a public hearing For Ordinance No.
2895 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February 2,
2022, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use can be inspected
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.
December 24, 2021
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