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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community weekly news-
paper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The newspaper won the 
group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-
time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed and include 
a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verification. Man-
agement reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Keith Truenow ............................... 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

ed for Wheatley because I 
knew the hard work they 
had put in and I would 
have loved to see their im-
proved grades.

This past year, 2020-
2021 school year, the state 
decided to once again not 
give out school grades 
since it was an extremely 
challenging year and many 
students were still not in 
school full time. But they 
did say that grades could 
be requested for schools if 
those scores would be used 

for dismissal from a state 
turnaround plan.

Wheatley was put in 
a turnaround plan with the 
state after they received a 
second D the first year I 
was coming on the board 
in 2018-2019. Their turn-
around plan was imple-
mented under the very ca-
pable and exceptional di-
rection of the new Princi-
pal Lukeshia Miller. Extra 
investments were made, 
changes in the culture hap-
pened, the community 
stepped up, and big chang-
es happened.

After getting the most 
recent state testing results 
from the 2020-2021 school 
year, I am beyond thrilled 
to announce that we will 
be requesting our school 
grade for Wheatley be-
cause according to our dis-
trict calculations, Wheatley 
will earn a C grade, allow-
ing for their exit from the 
state turnaround plan.

The following are just 
some of the examples of 
improved student achieve-
ment during the last school 

Byrd: Wheatley’s staff deserving
Continued from page 2A

of which I adopted five for 
the group: Safety, Property 
Values, Infrastructure, So-
cial Structure, and Sustain-
ability. We had our area 
leaders lead us with the 
SWOT analysis for each 
area and then we will write 
project or improvement 
plans.

Now, I do think we 
have been improving al-
ready. I am so proud of 
the work of more than 
60 neighborhoods for al-
ready winning Neighbor-

hood of the Month for the 
outstanding condition of 
their front entranceways. 
These same groups have 
also been strong on advo-
cacy. One area success-
fully stopped an undesir-
able store from locating in 
a new strip center and an-
other advocated for a new 
upscale grocery store. One 
group is in the process of 
erecting area branding pole 
banners. And most neigh-
borhoods have pressure-
washed walls and greatly 
improved the appearance 
of their community.

All of this leads me to 
one of my favorite initia-
tives: fall improvement or 
beautification. I awarded 
schools, while serving as 
your school board member, 
for their efforts rallying 
students, PTAs, agriscience 
groups, and the like, to 
take pride in their campus. 

We are doing the same 
type of effort with our ma-
jor streets or corridors. I 
developed a Corridor of 
the Year Contest to en-
courage our neighborhood 

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Neighborhoods improving
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing to consider the change of zoning requests at 
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021 beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter 
as possible.

Further, notice is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2871 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, October 6, 
2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible AND 
on Wednesday, October 20, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as possible. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Zoning can be inspected at the 
Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

September 3, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Sec. 166.041(3)(c), Florida Statutes 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Jonathan Huels has made an 
application, to the City of Apopka City Council, and Apopka Planning 
Commission for a change in zoning from T (Transitional) to C-COR 
(Corridor Commercial). This application relates to the following 
described property located at 1506 Rock Springs Road.   

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel I.D.: 33-20-28-0000-00-029
Contains: 3.99 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2871
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM T(TRANSITIONAL) TO C-COR (CORRIDOR COMMERICIAL) 
FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1506 ROCKS SPRINGS ROAD, 
COMPRISING 3.9 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND REID MARY F ESTATE 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

Vicinity

Commission

the military troops that are 
already in enemy territory 
being abandoned to fend 
for themselves as best they 
can?

A wounded veteran, 
Captain Sam Browne, run-
ning for U.S. Senate in Ne-
vada, says that he knows 
families who have served 
their country for genera-
tions, who now will not 
support or encourage their 
children or grandchildren 
in serving in the military 
simply because of the lies 
that President Biden has 
told and continues to tell.

We are also leaving 
behind billions of dollars in 
equipment that will be used 
by the Taliban who ratio-
nalize, “Well, they left the 
equipment for the Afghani-
stan people, whom we now 
govern, and we will use it.”

Our allies around the 
world realize, “Well, we’d 
better not go to bat for 
them because they sure 
won’t go to bat for us if we 
get in a tight spot.”

I hear many brave 
veterans, even those with 
grievous wounds, say-
ing they don’t regret their 
service for a minute. But 
Biden is throwing away 

the freedoms these people 
have fought and died for; 
their sacrifices mean noth-
ing to him.

I would surely regret 
giving life and limb for a 
nation that is so gutless and 
stupid they won’t stand up 
to protect that which they 
already possess. This ia a 
a nation that people from 
the far corners of the Earth 
would give everything they 
own to simply come to and 
bring their families so they, 
too, can become Ameri-
cans.

Nancy C. Thomas
Apopka

Thomas: Actions taken hurt U.S.
Continued from page 2A

that masks were more ef-
fective at preventing 
spread than social distanc-
ing.” The study does dem-
onstrate that distancing of 
more than three feet or less 
than three feet made no 
difference in transmission 
rates, but there was no ac-
tual clinical study of mask 
effectiveness conducted. 

As the director of mar-
keting for a large health-
care company, I could not 
use these studies as evi-
dence to make a claim of 
efficacy for a mask reduc-
ing virus transmission. 
The healthcare industry 
requires rigorous, statisti-
cally significant, repeatable 
studies be used to make 
claims. Disclaimers would 
be required by my own 

company’s regulatory and 
legal teams, not to men-
tion the FDA. Readers of 
Ms. Byrd’s column should 
demand she provide ap-
propriate context of data or 
not provide any at all. 

I agree that mask-
ing has not been widely 
studied. However, I found 
five peer-reviewed clini-
cal studies/metadata analy-
sis on the efficacy of masks 
published and available 
to read: https://www.ncbi.
nlm.nih.gov/pmc/artivles/
PMC7357397/
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/
article/26/5/19-0994_ar-
ticle
https://www.ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/pmc/articles/
PMC4420971/
https://www.swprs.org/
danish-mask-study-no-ben-
efit/

https://doi.
org/10.1063/5.0057100
  Lastly, data is start-
ing to appear that pres-
ents the potential RISKS 
to children wearing masks 
all day. One analysis, per-
formed by University of 
Florida, found 11 patho-
gens (using a control sam-
ple) on children’s face cov-
erings including bacteria 
that cause diphtheria, pneu-
monia, and meningitis. 
Your readers should review 
the findings for themselves. 
A link to the data can be 
found at: https://rational-
ground.com/dangerous-
pathogens-found-on-child-
rens-face-masks/.

Ms. Byrd is using 
opinion and hyperbole as 
fact. The responsibility 

Grenkoski: More studies needed
Continued from page 2A

Editor:

The Ukrainian-Amer-
ican community has 
uniquely strong ties to 
Apopka as the Lake Mc-
Coy Oaks development 
was incorporated specifi-
cally to create a Ukrainian 
village in 1977 in the wel-
coming and growing envi-
ronment of this wonderful 
city. St. Mary’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church on Lake 
McCoy Drive has served 
as both the spiritual and 
cultural center for all of 
greater Orlando’s Ukraini-
ans for almost 40 years.

Our commitment to 
Apopka and Apopka’s 

commitment to our peo-
ple was emphasized two 
weeks ago when the Or-
lando area’s celebration 
for the 30th anniversary of 
Ukrainian independence 
was held at the amphithe-
ater in the Northwest Rec-
reation Complex.

The Ukrainian-Ameri-
can community would like 
to express our deepest grat-
itude to Mayor Bryan Nel-
son for his support of this 
keystone event in this his-
tory of our homeland and 
for his unwavering encour-
agement over many years 
to the growth and strength 
of our contributions to 
Apopka and the region.

In equal measure, we 
express profound thanks to 
The Apopka Chief and The 
Planter, editor and staff, 
for supporting us for four 
decades. Without your pro-
fessional and empathetic 
voice through the printed 
word, not only the Ukrai-
nian-American commu-
nity, but all of Apopka and 
surrounding communities 
would be poorer by far. We 
salute your years of service 
to us and the region and 
thank you for everything 
you represent and accom-
plish.

Stephanie DiAngelis
Apopka

Ukrainian-Americans thankful

See GRENKOSKI Page 9A

See BYRD Page 9A

See MOORE Page 9A
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By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

As of the afternoon 
of Tuesday, August 31, an 
average of more than 400 
tests per day are being ad-
ministered at the Edwards 
Field COVID-19 testing 

site, with the highest day so 
far at 672 tests, according 
to Apopka Fire Chief Sean 
Wylam. 

Also as of the morning 
of August 31, there have 
been more than 7,000 tests 
administered since the site 
opened on August 14.

“The testing site will 
remain open as long as 
there is a need based on site 
usage,” Wylam wrote in the 
August 31 email. “Nomi 
Health has been evaluat-
ing the numbers regularly 
to see if the need remains, 
and with the current num-
bers, I do not see it shutting 
down for at least a couple 
of weeks.

“Nomi Health is cur-
rently working on the lo-
gistics to start offering the 
vaccinations on site as well, 
but is still working through 
the processes to get that ac-
complished,” he wrote. 

Managed by Nomi 
Health, the Edwards Field 
testing site is open seven 
days a week, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Drive-up is accepted. PCR 
and Swab Rapid Antigen 
tests are offered.

No COVID-19 symp-
toms are required for test-
ing at this location. Ap-

pointment registration is 
required. 

In the first five days of 
being open, 875 tests had 
been administered at Ed-
wards Field, according to 
an August 18 email from 
Wylam. Edwards Field can 
hold up to an estimated 500 
cars if needed.

Located at 239 E. First 
St., Apopka, Edwards Field 
has eight acres of open 
space and is adjacent to Kit 
Land Nelson Park. 

Edwards Field on-site 
appointments are avail-
able online at www.testing.
nomihealth.com/signup/fl.

Other COVID-19 testing 
sites

Last week, Orange 
County government opened 
a COVID-19 testing site at 
the former Clarcona Ele-
mentary School, 3607 Da-
mon Road, Apopka. This 
site is open seven days a 
week, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

The former school 
joined Orange County’s 
two other testing sites at 
Barnett Park and the Econ 
Soccer Complex, both in 
Orlando. 

For these three sites, 
there will be no walk-ups, 
only four persons are al-
lowed per vehicle, and CO-
VID-19 vaccines are not 
available.

For additional CO-
VID-19 testing locations, 
visit www.ocfl.net/testing.

COVID-19 site in Apopka testing more than 400 per day

The COVID-19 testing site is located at Edwards Field, 239 E. First St., Apopka, as 
more than 400 people per day have been tested. The testing is free, and the site 
is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. seven days a week.

Attention Business Owners & Managers: 

2021 Best of Apopka
N O T I C E

Thank you for your votes!

This needs to change. 
Please take to Jackie.

If you are notifi ed by anyone in regards to the 2021 
Best of Apopka, please make sure you are dealing with 
a representative of The Apopka Chief newspaper. 
By doing this, you’ll help assure the integrity of the 
offi  cial Best of Apopka contest, its offi  cial winners, 
and honor those who took the time to vote this year. 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
OF A SMALL SCALE FUTURE LAND USE 
AMENDMENT AND CHANGE OF ZONING

CITY OF APOPKA

Notice is given that a public hearing will be held by the City of 
Apopka Planning Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, September 14, 2021, beginning 
at 5:30 P.M., or as soon thereafter as possible.  

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing will be held by the 
City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meeting in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, October 6, 2021, beginning 
at 1:30 P.M. and on Wednesday, October 20, 2021, beginning at 7:00 
P.M.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Rezoning 
Applications can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development 
Department located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. 
Please be advised that, under State law, if you decide to appeal 
a decision made with respect to this matter, you will need a 
record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities 
needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings 
should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, 
Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours 
prior to the proceeding.

September 3, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(c), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Lloyd B. 
Bearden has made an application to the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission and the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND 
USE DESIGNATION FROM COUNTY LOW MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENITAL (0-10 DU/
AC) TO COMMERCIAL (.25 FAR) AND A CHANGE IN ZONING FROM COUNTY A-1 
(CITRUS RURAL) DISTRICT TO CITY CC (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT 
FOR 2.3 +/- ACRES.  This application relates to the following 
described property located south of West Orange Blossom Trail and 
west of Lake Doe Boulevard.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 05-21-28-0000-00-031, 05-21-28-0000-
00-036, 05-21-28-0000-00-011
Contains: 2.3 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2870
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM COUNTY LOW MEDIUM DENSITY RESIDENITAL (0-10 DU/AC) TO 
COMMERCIAL (.25 FAR) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY 
LOCATED SOUTH OF WEST ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL AND WEST OF LAKE 
DOE BOULEVARD; OWNED BY LLOYD B. BEARDEN, COMPRISING 2.3 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2869
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM COUNTY A-1 (CITRUS RURAL) DISTRICT TO CITY CC 
(COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL) DISTRICT FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
GENERALLY LOCATED SOUTH OF WEST ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL AND WEST 
OF LAKE DOE BOULEVARD; OWNED BY LLOYD B. BEARDEN, COMPRISING 
2.3 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing to consider the change of zoning requests at 
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021 beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter 
as possible.

Further, notice is given that public hearings For Ordinance No. 2868 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, October 6, 
2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible AND 
on Wednesday, October 20, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as possible. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Zoning can be inspected at the 
Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

September 3, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Sec. 166.041(3)(c), Florida Statutes 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Directions Fellowship, Inc. 
has made an application, to the City of Apopka City Council, and 
Apopka Planning Commission for a change in Zoning from PD (Planned 
Development District) to RSF-1B (Residential Single-Family District 
– Large Lot). This application relates to the following described 
properties located South of Schopke Road and East of Plymouth 
Sorrento Road. 

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel I.D.: 06-21-28-7172-15-130
Contains: 14.7 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2868
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM PD (PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT) TO RSF-1B 
(RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY DISTRICT – LARGE LOT) FOR CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY LOCATED SOUTH OF SCHOPKE ROAD AND EAST OF 
PLYMOUTH SORRENTO ROAD, COMPRISING 14.7 ACRES MORE OR LESS, 
AND OWNED BY DIRECTIONS FELLOWSHIP, INC.; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

Commission
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