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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community weekly news-
paper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The newspaper won the 
group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-
time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed and include 
a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verification. Man-
agement reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Keith Truenow ............................... 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

 Alas, it is not so today. 
Our focus has been on the 
pandemic and this adminis-
tration, with the assistance 
of the “drive- by” media, 
has made sure we are so 
frightened, we will do any-
thing they want us to do. 
Even taking our eyes off 
the freedoms they are rob-
bing us of! I wonder, while 
we are so mesmerized by 
the failures of this admin-
istration, are we not think-
ing of our southern border 
where hundreds of thou-
sands of illegal aliens are 
crossing daily? There are 
sixty, or more, nations rep-
resented by the poor immi-
grants seeking a better life.
 Did we not learn any-
thing from our 9/11 expe-
rience? Those involved in 
the attack that killed close 
to three thousand Ameri-
cans and demolished the 
Towers had come into 
our nation in a legal way. 
Those that are coming 

across our southern border 
are not hindered by having 
to apply for a visa or other 
forms of vetting. Could it 
be possible that there could 
be, maybe a hundred, or 
more terrorists that have 
plans to destroy the lives 
and welfare of many more 
Americans? The choic-
es we make today can ei-
ther keep us in the driver’s 
seat or they can relegate us 
to a future where tyranny 
is rampant, and we are no 
more than slaves to those 
in charge. 
 We need to start at 
home – right here in Apop-
ka, Florida! We need to 
stand for our rights and 
not let some demagogues 
place us in a place where 
we must decide whether 
to “fight, or flight”. Our 
strength is in together-
ness, and together we can 
stand against any detractor, 
or “magician” that wants 
to mislead, or deceive us 
into submission to his, or 
her will. I refuse to allow 

someone to divide me from 
my fellow human beings 
because of any “ism” they 
can throw at me. 
 GOD said we were 
made in His image (no-
tice I said “we”) and so it 
is! Not a mirror image but 
three in one, as He is, body, 
soul, and spirit. So, we are 
GOD’s creation and I re-
fuse to allow politicians, 
or any other, “magician” 
to derail me with distrac-
tions, including fear! I will 
choose to stand and fight 
for the inalienable rights 
given to me by my Creator, 
as our Constitution states. 
Our city administration of 
Apopka is firing on all cyl-
inders, and I appreciate the 
way they keep the process 
of growth to a level that 
keeps our small-town co-
hesiveness and yet allows 
big city advantages. 
 I thank GOD for the 
examples of political up-
rightness our city adminis-
trators set for their constit-
uents. Well done, Apopka! 

Hayden: I choose to stand, fight
Continued from page 2A

tals. The ICUs are bursting 
at the seams and they have 
multiple floors full of very 
sick and dying COVID pa-
tients. They are so full that 
basic, non-emergency pro-
cedures that people need in 

order to remain healthy are 
being cancelled. The doc-
tors and nurses are over-
whelmed, overworked, and 
worn out. 
 The effect of deci-
sions made by OCPS di-
rectly affects the health of 
our community. We edu-

cate 200,000 children and 
24,000 employees who 
each go home to fami-
lies within the community. 
If we allow spread to run 
rampant in our schools, 
there is no doubt that it has 
an effect on our communi-
ty health.

 It has already been 
well established that masks 
help in the fight of spread 
even if some people claim 
they don’t. Everyone loves 
to shout that there are no 
studies showing that masks 
in schools help, but I ar-
gue that is because last 
year was the first year that 
school kids ever had to 
wear masks in school. 
 But now, studies are 
starting to come out that 
have looked at mask ef-
ficacy in school settings 
from data obtained from 
those schools last year that 
had mask mandates. In one 
study recently published 
and validated, they looked 
at schools in Georgia and 
found that schools with 
mask mandates showed 37 
percent less occurrences 
of COVID cases. Anoth-
er study of North Carolina 
schools showed that masks 
were more effective at pre-
venting spread than social 
distancing.
 The CDC, The Acade-
my of Pediatrics, as well as 
every doctor I have spoken 
to has said that masks are 
one of the strategies that 
need to be in place to help 

control the spread of COV-
ID. 
 While our community 
is around a 20 percent pos-
itivity rate, and children 
ages five to 14, most of 
whom cannot be vaccinat-
ed yet, now make up the 
largest group of positive 
cases in Orange County 
since school started, there 
is no way I can in good 
conscience allow kids to 
be unmasked in our school 
buildings.
 I also have to ensure 
that every child is receiv-
ing an education. I can’t do 
that if large groups of chil-
dren are being sent home 
sick or to quarantine every 
day for a week or longer. 
Entire classes are being 
sent home. At one school, 
116 kids are now learning 
at home. And worst of all, 
numerous high-risk ESE 
students are not even able 
to come to school at all be-
cause the risk is too high 
with unmasked kids in this 
environment.
 The best way to en-
sure that all children can 
get an education and that 
schools remain open, is 
to put in place every pro-

tective measure we can to 
slow the spread and get 
it under control. Masks 
are one of those ways and 
probably the simplest. Vac-
cines are another and I 
hope everyone who is eli-
gible for a vaccine will 
now get one.
 My daily prayer is that 
all of this is temporary. I 
pray that when these 60 
days are up, our commu-
nity will be in a much bet-
ter place and the mandate 
won’t have to be extended. 
Actually, I pray that hap-
pens before the 60 days are 
up. 
 And I pray that our 
most vulnerable children 
will have the opportunity 
to be vaccinated soon.
 Yes, my prayer is that 
all of this is temporary, so 
our children can go back 
to life as it was; that they 
can see their friends’ faces 
smiling back at them and 
see the smiles of the adults 
around them. I believe in 
my heart if we all work 
together, we can get there 
and soon. 
 That is my hope and I 
believe I am doing my part 
to help get us there.

Byrd: OCPS decisions directly impact the health of the community
Continued from page 2A

ter is no one wants to pay 
the exorbitant amounts of 
money to maintain or con-
struct new roadways, not 
the first-time homebuyer, 
not the home builder, nor 
the employee transferred to 
Central Florida for a new 
job, not even the existing 
longtime residents. Decid-
ing what is “fair” is diffi-
cult.
 I realize that some 
would prefer just to build 
a wall at the county line 
and by imposing higher 
impact fees growth can 
be stopped. That sounds 

well and good, but, we 
must consider the conse-
quences. No one can pre-
vent a family from relo-
cating to an area. Freedom 
is the American way. So 
perhaps a family will now 
need to buy property and 
build a home in a neigh-
boring county with impact 
fee rates one-third of what 
the BCC voted for this past 
week. 
 The problem with 
this relocation to outlying 
counties is jobs are gen-
erally located in Orange 
County. Now, families 
will suffer from long com-
mutes. 

 Orange County gov-
ernment will not receive 
any transportation impact 
fees. Orange County resi-
dents will still endure the 
increased traffic without 
the revenue.
 Supply and Demand. 
We all recognize that home 
prices are skyrocketing 
due to a lack of supply of 
homes. Why do we have 
a lack of housing? There 
are many potential causes 
due to population growth, 
higher construction costs, 
lack of labor, and more. 
So, tripling impact fees in 
the middle of a housing 
availability problem, in my 

opinion, will only cause 
home values to escalate 
further.
 My suggestion was to 
approach the issue more 
holistically and revise the 
road-funding model to be 
more multi-faceted. We 
need gas taxes to fund 
roads, if you drive on a 
road more, you should pay 
more. 
 That is a type of user 
fee. Yes, we need impact 
fees for widening roads 
around large-scale devel-
opments. 
 However, we must 
keep these manageable for 
all the reasons I mentioned 

earlier.
  Finally, many of our 
transportation-woe-trou-
bles are caused by tour-
ists. Yes, they should bear 
a proportionate burden for 
the extra lanes needed to 
accommodate travel to and 
from the attractions. To 
me, that would be some 
sort of user fee, like a sales 
tax. 
 As for residents, we 
pay property taxes and ex-
pect our roads to be resur-
faced every 12-15 years.   
That should simply come 
with good fiscal manage-
ment. 
 And thankfully, that 

does occur in unincorpo-
rated Orange County.
 Finally, I do not know 
what the cities of Apop-
ka and Ocoee will do with 
their own impact fee rates, 
which are now one-third of 
the county’s rates. 
 In my estimation, they 
will face having to expo-
nentially raise their rates 
or endure a flood of new 
development. Neither is a 
good outcome.
 As always, I welcome 
your thoughts and ideas. 
Please contact me at Dis-
trict2@ocfl.net if you wish 
me to hear your concerns 
or solutions.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Amount of impact fees under scrutiny as costs are increasing
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PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF APOPKA

A meeting will be held in the City of Apopka Council Chambers 
on Wednesday, September 8, 2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or 
as soon thereafter as possible, to discuss a potential site 
for the installation of a public safety radio communication 
tower.  Additional information is available for review at 
the Community Development Department at Apopka City Hall, 
120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

The public may appear at the above listed meeting to speak.  
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s 
Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

August 27, 2021

The Apopka City Council advises you that the City of Apopka 
will present a potential location of a Public Safety Radio 
Communication Tower at a site located as described below: 

 Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel ID Nos.:  20-21-28-0000-00-040 and 20-21-28-0000-00-046
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INCOMPETENT: 1) 
without adequate ability, 
knowledge, fi tness, etc. 2) 
not legally qualifi ed. An in-
competent person; espe-
cially one who is mentally 
defi cient. 

Now, don’t shoot the 
messenger … that comes 
right out of the dictionary 
and, like it or not, it fi ts and 
describes Joe Biden and 
his administration perfectly. 
It also explains decisions 
made and actions taken, 
like, allowing the Taliban 
take-over of Afghanistan in 
spite of prior warnings … 
and with predictions that 
Al Qaida will be next. The 
Taliban’s already in charge 
and dictating a deadline 
for the U.S. to have evacu-
ated everyone they’re going 
to evacuate. They’re also 
making it clear that no Af-
ghans are to be taken.  

Here’s another word 
for you: FIASCO: a com-

plete failure; action that 
comes to a ridiculous end. 
The Afghanistan fiasco 
we’re watching now is just 
another in a long line of fi as-
cos there and here at home, 
brought to us by the Biden 
WH. Saying we should 
have left long ago is stating 
the obvious, as is saying 
this departure should have 
been done differently, start-
ing with the scenes of thou-
sands clamoring to leave. 
Knowing that the Taliban 
plans to reinstate Sharia 
Law to the entire country, 
who believes that girls will 
be allowed to continue their 
schooling, or women will be 
able to continue working 
outside the home? Sure. 
Tell that to the women al-
ready forced back into Bur-
kas. Tell that to the woman 
killed in the street for not 
wearing one. Tell that to 
women who are being 
raped,   Unbelievably, on 
top of it all, we’ve left gifts 
behind to help our enemies 
wage war more success-
fully - $85B in equipment: 
Humvees and BlackHawk 
helicopters, weapons and 
medical supplies, includ-
ing Biomedical equipment 
containing fi ngerprints and 
eye scans that would iden-
tify Afghans who worked 
with the U.S. Imagine being 

a Soldier or Marine having 
to follow orders from those 
who, clearly, are clueless. 
Worse, imagine you’ve 
fought there and left injured 
or you’re one who’s lost 
a loved one to that war; a 
war many have said didn’t 
make sense in the past and 
makes even less sense 
now. And imagine the Af-
ghans who worked for the 
U.S. having been promised 
safe passage. All betrayed. 

Something else unbe-
lievable is that this presi-
dent has no idea how many 
Americans are in country 
and no idea how many 
they’ve evacuated. Oh, 
they’re throwing numbers 
around, without specifics. 
So, how will they know how 
many they’ve left behind, or 
how many of those evacu-
ated are even Americans? 
Listening to them babble I 
suspect that doesn’t matter 
to them as much as con-
vincing the world that this 
failure should be laid at any-
one else’s feet but theirs …
and any bloodshed isn’t on 
their hands, either.

They can tap dance 
around who is responsible 
all day and night, but that 
won’t help those struggling 
to save lives, their own and 
others. It’s a scene that’s 
hard to put out of my mind. 

But, the hardest thing to 
forget will be having seen 
women, arms raised above 
the massive crowd, passing 
their crying infants along 
toward the military people 
facilitating their departure. 
I don’t care whether they’re 
Afghans, or something else 
… the mother’s heart in me 
was breaking for them.

I’m going to close with 
something that won’t sit 
well with some, but... I don’t 
really care which party’s 
president is in charge of this 
kind of major mess, but, that 
person is responsible. His 
responsibility here was to 
create a plan and his were 
the decisions to make to 
enact that plan. That’s what 
it means to be Commander-
in-Chief. Biden said at the 
end of a faux-presser, “The 
buck stops here.” Well, 
guess what, Joe … it does. 
So, just do your job. Or, 
maybe we’d all be better off 
if you just took a very long 
nap? But then, next up to 
bat could be even scarier.

What happens next is 
anyone’s guess and every-
one’s guess is it could be 
very dangerous. Not just 
there, but here, as well.

The Way 
I See It

Patti
Bankson

What do YOU think?
 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com

©2021 Patti Bankson
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City Driving School
Learn to Drive Quickly!

• Instructors - Courteous & Experienced
• On-line Classes Available 
• Traffi c Ticket Class, 4 hrs, 8 hrs & 12 hrs ADI

Got A Ticket?
Take Traffi c School...

State Approved • 10 A N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.citydrivingschooloc.com

Call for an appointment or drop in and see us.

• First-Time Drive Class (D.A.T.C.)
• Driving Lessons for All Ages
• Driver License Road Tests  (Car Available)
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
ADOPTION OF A 

LARGE SCALE FUTURE LAND USE 
AMENDMENT CITY OF APOPKA  

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2843 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, September 
8, 2021 beginning at 1:30 p.m.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, 
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding. 

August 27, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(c), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that M/I HOMES 
OF FLORIDA C/O RICARDO DIAZ AND APPIAN ENGINEERING has made an 
application to the City of Apopka Planning Commission and the 
City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM 
RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM, COMMERCIAL AND FUTURE LAND USE-IN PROGRESS TO 
MIXED-USE (15 DU/AC and 1.0 FAR) FOR 69.65 +/- ACRES. This application 
relates to the following described property located east of Marden 
Road and North of SR 414.

     Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Numbers: 21-21-28-0000-00-002, 21-21-28-0000-
00-001 and 21-21-28-0000-00-008
Contains: 69.65 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2843
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM RESIDENTIAL MEDIUM (10 DU/AC), COMMERCIAL (0.25 FAR) 
AND FUTURE LAND USE IN PROGRESS TO MIXED-USE (15 DU/AC and 
1.0 FAR) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED EAST 
OF MARDEN ROAD AND NORTH OF SR 414, AND OWNED BY EMERSON 
POINT PHASE II, LLC, COMPRISING 65.65 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Funerals don’t have to be 
Expensive to be Respectful.

(407) 880-1007

LOOMIS 
FAMILY

FUNERAL HOMES

Providing every 
family with the 
care and respect 

they deserve

670 E. Mason Avenue | Apopka, FL 32703 
bjstowing@centurylink.net

Specializing in Damage-Free Towing
Car Carrier Service

BJ’s Towing 
Service, Inc.

407-886-0568
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Rock Springs Realty, LLC

Selling: “FREE” Instant Home Value
www.SellYourHomeInApopka.com

Buying: Search “ALL” Homes on the MLS
www.RockSpringsRealty.com

Call Today: (407) 252-8092
VOTED “BEST OF APOPKA” REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONAL

Residential & Investment Real Estate

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

352.729.2507

Leaf Removal 
Yard Clean-Up

Pressure Washing 
Lawn Maintenance

www.faithworkstotalground.com

✓ Rapid Antigen for Current Infection 
     15 min results
✓ Rapid Antibody for Past Exposure and Recent 
Infection
✓ PCR Saliva (Travel) and PCR Throat Swab Lab Based
✓ Drug Testing Collection Site Located in Apopka
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Helping Employers and Employees 
Get Back to Work Safely and Stay COVID Free

COVID19 TESTING

Call: 800-338-5515 or Email: info@workplacescreening.com
www.workplacescreening.com

Shelley’s Septic Tanks

Hours: Monday - Friday 7AM - 5PM  

FREE ESTIMATES 407-889-8042

Emergency Services 
Available After Hours

6505 W. 
Jones Ave., 

Zellwood, FL 
32798

ApopkA
The BEST of

2020
ApopkA

The BEST of

2020

YOUR APOPKA REAL ESTATE 
PROFESSIONALS

Michelle Chase Home Wise Realty Group 
REALTOR® & Certified Home Stager • The Michelle Chase Team
phone: 407-537-0116 email: orlandoproperty

sisters@gmail.com • michellechaserealtor.com

Apopka Resident, Awarded America’s Top 1%, 
as well as Featured in Top Agent magazine.

Need to send or receive a FAX?
Use our fax: 407-889-4121*

*There is a small fee for this service.

Do you need to receive or send a FAX?
If so, you can use our fax: 

407-889-4121*
APOPKA OFFICE SUPPLY

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712
407-889-4455

*There is a small fee for this service.

AOS Apopka Offi  ce Supply
400 N. Park Ave., 

Apopka, FL 32712407-889-4455
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Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief  •  407-886-2777  •  Fax: 407-889-4121

Fri., August 27, 2021 thru 
Sun., August 29, 2021

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

CANDYMAN (2021) (R) 
1:00; 1:30; 4:20; 7:00; 7:40; 
9:40
REMINISCENCE (2021) 
(PG-13) 4:30; 10:10
THE PROTÉGÉ (2021) (R) 
1:40; 4:40; 7:50; 10:30
DON'T BREATHE 2 
(2021) (R) 1:50; 4:50; 
7:30*; 10:40
FREE GUY (2021) (PG-13) 
1:10; 4:00; 6:50; 10:20
RESPECT (2021) (PG-13) 
12:50; 4:10; 7:10; 9:50
JUNGLE CRUISE (2021) 
(PG-13) 1:20; 3:50; 7:20; 
10:00

*SUNDAY ONLY

Please Support 
Your Local Businesses

ADVERTISE 
YOUR  

BUSINESS 
HERE! 

Call  
407-886-2777

or visit
www.

The
Apopka

Chief
.com

You’ll be glad 
you did!

vice workers employed by 
October 8.

September proclaimed as 
National PTA  
Membership Month

The school board re-
leased a proclamation de-
claring next month as Na-
tional Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation (PTA) Membership 
Month. During September, 
the Orange County Coun-

cil of PTA/PTSA (OCCP-
TA) will encourage every 
family to join their school’s 
PTA/PTSA (Parent Teacher 
Student Association). The 
National PTA has declared 
September as National PTA 

Membership Month. Dur-
ing the 2020-2021 school 
year, the OCCPTA success-
fully chartered three new 
local units and had a total 
of 11,104 PTA members in 
112 units.  

Continued from page 1A

OCPS: National PTA membership month is Sept. 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING 

CITY OF APOPKA

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold 
a public hearing to consider Ordinance No. 2872 at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, September 
14, 2021 beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2872 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, October 6, 
2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.  

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance and Master Plan 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

August 27, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given that Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. has 
made an application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3187(c) 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission, and City Council for a REZONING OF PROPERTY. This 
application relates to the following described property: 

     Apopka Planning Commission
     Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 20-21-28-0000-00-009
Contains: 21.56 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2872
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM TRANSITIONAL (T) TO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD), 
FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 2302 OCOEE-APOPKA ROAD, 
COMPRISING 21.56 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY FRANCIS X 
HEIDRICH JR. AND CATHY C. TOLBERT; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO 
THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

SPECIAL EXCEPTION

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing to consider the special exception request at 
its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka 
City Hall on Tuesday, September 14, 2021, beginning at 5:30 p.m., 
or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you 
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you 
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with 
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida 32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less 
than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

August 27, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given that Tara Tedrow has made an application, in 
accordance with Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 4.2.2.C to the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission for a SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ALLOW OUTDOOR STORAGE.
This application relates to the following described property located 
north of Hogshead Road and southwest of U.S. 441:

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Comission
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number:  02-21-27-0000-00-023
Contains: 17.64 +/- acres

The U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) approving the 
first COVID-19 vaccine, the ex-
tension of COVID-19 testing in 
the area, and the continuation of 
wastewater monitoring for the vi-
rus’s presence were among the 
takeaways from Orange County’s 
COVID-19 news conference on 
Monday, August 23. 

The news conferences took 
place Monday, August 23, and on 
Thursday, August 26, in the Coun-
ty Administration Center.

COVID-19 
by the numbers

As of Sunday, August 22, the 
Florida Department of Health is 
reporting that Orange County’s 
14-day rolling positivity rate is 
19.99 percent. Additional County 
statistics include:

*CDC level of community 
transmission: High

*Eligible residents (12+) who 
have one vaccine dose: 66.07 per-
cent

*Total positive cases for Or-
ange County residents: 196,825

*Total deaths in Orange 
County: 1,480

FDA approves Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine 

On Monday, August 23, the 
FDA approved the first COV-
ID-19 vaccine – Pfizer-BioNTech 

COVID-19 vaccine – for individu-
als 16 years of age and older. The 
vaccine continues to be available 
under emergency use authoriza-
tion for individuals 12 through 15 
years of age and for the adminis-
tration of a third dose in certain 
immunocompromised individuals. 
Learn more by visiting the FDA 
website at www.fda.gov.

Moderna COVID-19 vaccine 
available

This past weekend, Orange 
County’s free drive-thru vaccina-
tion site at Camping World Stadi-
um began administering the Mod-
erna COVID-19 vaccine. Both 
Pfizer and Moderna COVID-19 
vaccines will now be available at 
the site — first and second dose 
only. Third-dose booster shots are 
not available at Camping World 
Stadium at this time.

Camping World Stadium
1 Citrus Bowl Place, Orlando
Open daily from 9 a.m. – 5 

p.m., or until capacity is reached
No appointments needed, 

only four persons per vehicle

Upcoming #IGotMyShot  
vaccination opportunities

The full schedule for the 
#IGotMyShot mobile vaccination 
trailer is available through Satur-
day, August 28 at www.ocfl.net/

igotmyshot. For additional CO-
VID-19 vaccine locations, vis-
it www.ocfl.net/vaccinesites.

COVID-19 testing extended
Due to the increase in com-

munity demand for COVID-19 
testing, Orange County Health 
Services Department has extend-
ed its operations at all three, free, 
drive-thru testing locations until 
the end of September.

*Former site of Clarcona Ele-
mentary School

3607 Damon Road, Apopka
Open daily from 9 a.m. – 5 

p.m., or until capacity is reached
No walk-ups, only four per-

sons per vehicle.
*Barnett Park
4801 W Colonial Drive, Or-

lando
Open daily from 9 a.m. – 5 

p.m., or until capacity is reached.
No walk-ups, only four per-

sons per vehicle.

*Econ Soccer Complex
8035 Yates Road, Orlando
Open daily from 9 a.m. – 5 

p.m., or until capacity is reached.
No walk-ups, only four per-

sons per vehicle.
Residents interested in get-

ting a COVID-19 test are urged 
to arrive early to ensure they can 
be accommodated before the sites 

closes due to reaching its daily ca-
pacity or severe weather.

For additional COVID-19 
testing locations, visit www.ocfl.
net/testing.

Emergency rental assistance
As a reminder, the federal 

government and the CDC have is-
sued new temporary protections 
from evictions. The order is in 
effect until Sunday, October 3, 
2021. Residents who are seeking 
to apply for this temporary pro-
tection must complete and submit 
a CDC declaration form and sub-
mit it to their landlord or property 
management company as soon as 
possible.

Residents who are behind on 
rent payments, due to the pandem-
ic, are urged apply to the County’s 
Emergency Rental Assistance Pro-
gram. The program may be able to 
help eligible residents pay up to 
12 months of past due rent and 1 
month of future rent, up to a total 
of $20,000.

As of Monday, August 23, 
more than $7.2 million had been 
distributed to keep 1,276 families 
in their homes. Residents can vis-
it www.ocfl.net/rentalassistance to 
review program details and to 
check if their address is eligible.

COVID-19 wastewater  
monitoring

Orange County Govern-
ment’s Utilities Department con-
tinues its participation in the Na-
tional Wastewater Surveillance 
System. The program monitors 
wastewater from water reclama-
tion facilities to analyze the con-
centration and spread of the coro-
navirus.

Below is information from 
last week:

*East Water Reclamation  
Facility

Concentrations have in-
creased from 267,916 in May to 
1,440,963 on August 19 .

38 percent increase over 
the number of viral remnants 15 
weeks ago.

*South Water Reclamation  
Facility

Concentrations have in-
creased from 149,113 in May to 
1,447,891 on August 17.

871 percent increase over 
the number of viral remnants 15 
weeks ago.

*Northwest Water  
Reclamation Facility

Concentrations have in-
creased from 154,243 in June to 
1,016,166 on August 12.

559 percent increase over 
the number of viral remnants 11 
weeks ago.

Orange County’s COVID-19 news conference includes vaccine information

COVID-19 testing sites have extended hours at Orange County’s drive-thrus
Orange County’s free 

drive-thru COVID-19 test-
ing and vaccination sites 
have extended their opera-
tions through September 30 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., seven 
days per week. 

Due to high demand 
and occasional inclement 
weather for testing and vac-
cinations, entrance to the 
sites may close prior to 5 

p.m. in order to accommo-
date all cars in line. 

Residents are advised 
to plan to be in the vehicle 
waiting line prior to noon. 
Families who are being test-
ed are asked to be in the 
same vehicle together.

The Pfizer two-dose 
COVID-19 vaccine was 
fully approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration 

on Monday, August 23. The 
Camping World vaccination 
site offers both Moderna 
and the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccinations for individu-
als 12 years old and older. 
Those ages 12-17 must have 
parent/guardian present at 
the time of vaccination. 

Visit www.ocfl.net/
vaccine for more informa-
tion.

Testing            
*No walk-ups and four 

persons only per vehicle.
*No symptoms and/or 

criteria is necessary for test-
ing.

*Upon completion of 
testing individuals will re-
ceive a free packet of face-
masks and hand sanitizer.

*Rapid test results are 
emailed/texted in less than 
an hour and PCR/molecu-
lar test results take about 
48 hours.

*Pre-registration is en-
couraged through the CDR 

Maguire Patient Portal 
at www.patientportalfl.com 
prior to arrival at the test-
ing sites.
 For more information 
about testing, visit www.
ocfl.net/testing and click on 
#1 on the map.
 
Sites 
Former Clarcona Ele-
mentary School  (testing 
only) 3607 Damon Road, 
Apopka
Monday-Sunday, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.
 

Econ Soccer Complex 
(testing only) 8035 Yates 
Road, Orlando 
Monday-Sunday, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.
 
Barnett Park (testing 
only) 4801 W. Colonial 
Drive, Orlando
Monday-Sunday, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.

 
Camping World Stadium 
1 Citrus Bowl Place,  
Orlando
Monday-Sunday, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.
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Vote online @ TheApopkaChief.com

AUTOMOTIVE
 1. Auto Repair_______________________________

2. Oil Changes_______________________________

3. Pre-Owned Auto Sales______________________

___________________________________________

4. Tires_____________________________________

FOR A SPECIAL EVENT
5. Banquet Facility___________________________

6. Catering_________________________________

7. DJ / Audio / Visual ________________________

___________________________________________

8. Photography_____________________________

SPECIAL SERVICES
9. Carpet Cleaning___________________________

10. Computer Service_________________________ 

11. Day Care _______________________________

12. Hotel/Motel______________________________

___________________________________________

13. Locksmith_______________________________ 

14. Marketing / Promotional Items & Services

___________________________________________  

 15. Pest Control_____________________________

16. Pool Cleaning Service_____________________

___________________________________________

17. Private Investigation Services ______________

___________________________________________

18. Printing _________________________________

19. Signs & Graphics _________________________

___________________________________________

20. Travel Agency____________________________

21. Web Design______________________________

CHURCH WORSHIP TEAMS
22. Church Worship Band / Group______________

___________________________________________

 LEADERSHIP
23. Business That Gives To The Community______ 

 ___________________________________________

24. Hometown Hero___________________________

___________________________________________

SCHOOLS
25. Coach___________________________________

26. Principal_________________________________

27. Private School____________________________

28. Teacher__________________________________

REAL ESTATE/HOUSING
29. Real Estate Office ________________________

___________________________________________

 

BEAUTY
30. Barber Shop____________________________

31. Hair Salon______________________________ 

HEALTH/RECREATION

32. Dance Studio_____________________________

33. Day Spa________________________________

34. Golf & Country Club_______________________

35. Gym/Health Club/Fitness__________________

__________________________________________

36. Massage Therapist________________________

37. Recreational Sports & Instruction___________

___________________________________________

ACCOUNTING/LEGAL/FINANCIAL
38. Accounting / Tax Prep______________________

___________________________________________

39. Bank____________________________________

40. Credit Union______________________________

41. Financial Services_________________________

___________________________________________

42. Insurance Agency________________________

___________________________________________

43. Investment Services_______________________

___________________________________________

44. Law Office_______________________________ 

HOME IMPROVEMENT/CONSTRUCTION
45. Air Conditioning & Heating__________________

___________________________________________

46. Carpet / Tile / Flooring______________________

___________________________________________

47. Electrician_______________________________

48. Fencing_________________________________

49. Garage Doors_____________________________

50. Hardware / Home Improvement______________

___________________________________________

51. Landscape / Lawn Maintenance______________

___________________________________________

52. Plumbing ________________________________

53. Roofing _________________________________

54. Septic Company__________________________

55. Brick Pavers ___________________________

MEDICAL/DENTAL

56. Assisted Living / Services__________________

___________________________________________

57. Chiropractor _____________________________

58. Dental Office_____________________________

  59. Home Health / Nursing_____________________

  ___________________________________________

60. Medical Office____________________________

61. Optical__________________________________

62. Physical Therapy / Rehab__________________

___________________________________________

RETAIL
63. Eyewear ________________________________

64. Favorite Store ___________________________

___________________________________________

65. Furniture________________________________

66. Gifts / Gift Shop _________________________

___________________________________________

67. Mattresses_______________________________

68. Men’s Clothing___________________________

69. Nursery / Garden Center___________________

___________________________________________

70. Pawn Shop______________________________

71. Supermarket/ Groceries___________________

___________________________________________

72. Thrift Shop______________________________

73. Women’s Clothing________________________ 

FOOD & DRINK
74. Asian___________________________________

75. BBQ ___________________________________

76. Best Bakery _____________________________  

 77. Best Happy Hour_________________________

78. Best Place to Watch “The Big Game”________

___________________________________________

79. Best Restaurant__________________________

___________________________________________

80. Breakfast________________________________

81. Chicken Wings___________________________

82. Fast Food Restaurant_____________________

83. Home style______________________________

84. Ice Cream / Frozen Treat___________________

___________________________________________

85. Italian Restaurant_________________________ 

 ___________________________________________

86. Lunch__________________________________

87. Mexican/Latin/Caribbean _________________

___________________________________________

88. Pizza___________________________________

89. Ribs____________________________________

90. Sub Shop / Sub Sandwiches _______________

91. Seafood_________________________________

92. Sushi___________________________________

FOR THE DOGS (AND CATS)
93. Pet Grooming____________________________

94. Kennel Services__________________________

BALLOT REGULATIONS

For Inquiries, email ads@TheApopkaChief.com or Call 407-886-2777

Entry Deadline: Wednesday, September 22 • 12 PM
ALL NOMINATIONS MUST: Pertain to people, 
places, services and businesses with an Apopka 
or Northwest Orange County address. Must 
fill in a minimum of 10 categories. No more 
than 3 categories can be voted on for any one 
business. Must be 18 or older to participate. 
One ballot vote per e-mail address and up to 6 
submissions per IP Address are allowed. Only 
website voting ballots will be entered to win. No 
photocopies of this ballot will be accepted.

A Special Publication, Announcing the Winners of Each 
Category, Will Be Published October 29 in 

The Apopka Chief and November 4 in The Planter

An ad or company with this ribbon has 
won or has been a previous winner of 
this contest! They have been chosen 
worthy of this award by their customers.

Honoring the outstanding achievements of 
dynamic businesses, entrepreneurs and 

individuals in the Apopka area.BESTof
2021

R E A D E R ’ S  C H O I C E  AWA R D S
APOPKA

BESTof
2021

R E A D E R ’ S  C H O I C E  AWA R D S

BESTof
2021

R E A D E R ’ S  C H O I C E  AWA R D S
APOPKA

APOPKA

LOOK FOR THIS RIBBON! APOPKA
The BEST of

2021
APOPKA

The BEST of

2021
CategoryListings

Only website voting ballots will be entered to win. 
No prints or photocopies of this ballot 

will be accepted.

VOTE ONLINE TODAY!

Sample Ballot.

 Only Online Voting 

Accepted.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
VARIANCE REQUEST 

CITY OF APOPKA
The City of Apopka Planning Commission, in 
accordance with Article II, Section 2.5.5.A 
of the City’s Land Development Code, herein 
advises you that The City of Apopka Recreation 
Department requests a VARIANCE from Section 
5.10.8.E.1.c, maximum size of an electronic 
reader board, for proposed signs located at 
10 N. Forest Avenue and 3710 Jason Dwelley 
Parkway. 

Parcel ID Numbers:  
10-21-28-0000-00-107, 19-20-28-0000-00-048
Total Acreage:  277.3 +/- acres

You are hereby notifi ed that a Public Hearing 
will be held in the City of Apopka Council 
Chambers on Tuesday, September 14, 2021, be-
ginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereaf-
ter as possible. The variance application 
is available for review at the Community 
Development Department at Apopka City Hall, 
120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida be-
tween the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Aff ected parties and the public may appear at 
the above listed hearing to speak.  Please 
be advised that, under State law, if you de-
cide to appeal a decision made with respect 
to this matter, you will need a record of 
the proceedings and may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made, which record in-
cludes the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based. In accordance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
persons with disabilities needing assist-
ance to participate in any of these proceed-
ings should contact the City Clerk’s Off ice 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, 
Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.
  
     Apopka Planning Commission
     Community Development Department
August 27, 2021
Publish: The Apopka Chief            169458                          
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Notice is given that the City of Apopka 
Planning Commission will hold a public 
hearing to consider the proposed amendment 
at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida 
on Tuesday, September 14, 2021 beginning 
at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as 
possible.

Further notice is given that a public 
hearing for the transmittal of the proposed 
amendment to the Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity will be held by the 
City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council 
Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. 
Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
October 6, 2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or 
as soon thereafter as possible.  

Affected parties and the public may appear 
at the above listed hearings to speak. 
The proposed Property Rights Element 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community 
Development Department located at Apopka 
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address 
shown below. Please be advised that, under 
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision 
made with respect to this matter, you will 
need a record of the proceedings and may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record is 
made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to 
participate in any of these proceedings 
should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 
120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, 
Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

August 27, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida 
Statues Section 163.3184 and the Apopka Code 
of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) that 
the City of Apopka proposes to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan to incorporate a state 
required Property Rights Element. 

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

ORDINANCE NO. 2873
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, 
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CITY OF APOPKA 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN; ADDING A PROPERTY 
RIGHTS ELEMENT, INCLUDING A GOAL, 
OBJECTIVE, AND POLICIES, INCLUDING 
STATEMENTS OF PROPERTY RIGHTS AS 
PROVIDED IN SECTION 163.3177(6), 
FLORIDA STATUTES, AS REQUIRED BY 
RECENTLY ADOPTED CHAPTER 2021-
195, LAWS OF FLORIDA; PROVIDING 
FOR FINDINGS OF FACT; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ADDITION OF PROPERTY 

RIGHTS ELEMENT 
TO THE APOPKA 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
TRANSMITTAL HEARING

The Apopka Chief contact information:
Phone: 407-886-2777, Fax: 407-889-4121, 

Address: 400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712, 
Web site: www.theapopkachief.com, 

email: news@theapopkachief.com 
and ads@theapopkachief.com

Trefcer said. “It pushes for 
innovative thinking, im-
proving quality of service, 
allows them to have better 
knowledge regarding cus-
tomer preferences, and can 
help improve their business 
and market.
 “The Best of Apopka 
Readers’ Choice Award is a 
roadmap to those business-
es and are chosen by voters, 
the residents, and patrons 
who rely on them. Winning 
an award like this raises a 
business profile and ulti-
mately grows business by 
promoting their win.  The 
participation and results 
each year clearly show that 
many area businesses are 
doing the right thing by 
their customers and clients.
 “After 11 years, our 
mission is no different. We 
still strive to unveil what’s 
up-and-coming, give credit 

where it’s due and provide 
useful information to our 
loyal readers.”
 To help businesses pro-
mote their participation in 
this annual event, there are 
promotional and market-
ing tools available to use or 
download at www.theapop-
kachief.com.  These mar-
keting tools are instrumen-
tal for businesses to utilize 
and aid in promoting their 
involvement in this com-
munity-wide event, Trefcer 
said. 2020 was a challenge 
for the majority of busi-
nesses locally and through-
out the U.S. Despite those 
trials, last year people still 
acknowledged their favor-
ite businesses as more than 
75,000 votes came through 
the voting system, she said.
 “This year, as business-
es ramp up, we expect it to 
be more competitive and 
exciting as more and more 
readers and businesses par-

ticipate,” Trefcer said. “As 
in the previous years, this 
event is taken seriously by 
our local businesses. Many 
invest a lot of time, mon-
ey, and many hours to set 
the highest standards to 
achieve the greatest goals 
for their businesses. In re-
turn, they’ve become an in-
spiration to our community, 
but most importantly, they 
have earned the respect and 
trust of their patrons.”
 Every year in August 
and September, the voting 
process is opened for the 
Best of Apopka Readers’ 
Choice Awards. During this 
five-and-a-half-week win-
dow, people may vote for 
whatever local store, res-
taurant, business or person 
he or she feels should hold 
a 2021 Best of Apopka title.

Voting will be done at 
www.theapopkachief.com. 
Only one ballot per email 
address will be permitted, 

and no more than six bal-
lots will be permitted from 
one IP address. Individu-
als may vote electronical-
ly for as many businesses 
as they wish to. Howev-
er, a minimum of 10 votes 
must be placed per ballot to 
be validated. There will be 
no printed ballots accepted 
this year.
 Once the voting ends, 
results are tallied and the 
top three businesses in 
each category will be no-
tified. The deadline for 
submitting ballots will be 
Wednesday, September 22, 
at noon. Placements will be 
announced in the 2021 Best 
of Apopka Reader’s Choice 
Awards publication that is 
scheduled to be published 
October 29 in The Apopka 
Chief, and November 4 in 
The Planter.
 For more information, 
call The Apopka Chief at 
407-886-2777.

Continued from page 3A

Voting: Official ballot at Apopka Chief website
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The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka 
Offi ce Supply) would like to thank the generous 
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of 

sight or hearing for so MANY. 

OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at

3x4

The Tavares Lions Club will use 
your recyclable eye glasses for the 
program “Project Right to Sight.”

Tavares
Lions Club
352-343-0180

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr. 
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology, 

will collect and recycle hearing aids for 
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

Foliage Sertoma 
Club of Apopka

(407) 832-2627FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

FOLIAGE SERTOMA 
CLUB OF APOPKA

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777
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HEARING AIDS WANTED

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you 
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers 
or Apopka Offi ce Supply at
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hearing aids for Apopka 
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Honor Your Loved Ones 
407-886-2777
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2849 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, September 8, 2021 
beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance and Master Plan 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

August 27, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given that M/I HOMES OF ORLANDO, LLC C/O RICARDO 
DIAZ has made an application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 
163.3187(c) and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka 
Planning Commission, and City Council for a CHANGE OF ZONING OF 
PROPERTY. This application relates to the following described 
property: 

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Numbers: 21-21-28-0000-00-002, 
21-21-28-0000-00-001 and 21-21-28-0000-00-008.
Contains: 69.65 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2849
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM C-C (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL, RMF (RESIDENTIAL 
MULTI-FAMILY) AND TRANSITIONAL (T) TO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT 
FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED NORTH OF SR 414, EAST 
OF MARDEN ROAD AND WEST HAWTHORNE AVENUE, COMPRISING 69.65 
ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY EMERSON POINT PHASE II, LLC 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

including Orange Coun-
ty Extension Agent Jenny 
Rodriguez. The homebuy-
er workshop meets the ed-
ucation requirements for 
down payment assistance 
programs. Friday, Septem-
ber 10, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Fri-
day, September 24, 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. $10 fee for both ses-
sions. Registration required 
at http://ocextension.event-
brite.com. 407-254-9200 
Tomatoes-in search of the 
perfect tomato (online)

Learn to successfully 
grow tomatoes in your Cen-
tral Florida backyard gar-
den! Presented via Zoom 
by Ed Thralls, Orange 
County Extension agent, 
this class will cover the his-
tory of the tomato, what 
tomato varieties are best 
adapted to the Central Flor-
ida climate and how to best 
grow them. Saturday, Sep-
tember 11, 9-10:30 a.m. $5 
fee. Registration required 
at http://ocextension.event-
brite.com. 407-254-9200
Backyard chicken class 

(online)
Keeping chickens and 

producing your own eggs 
in suburban and urban set-
tings has become a popu-
lar hobby! Hens in a coop 
can be a fun and practi-
cal addition to your home 
garden. Learn how to get 
started and be successful in 
this program presented via 
Zoom by Orange County 
Extension Agent J.K. Yar-
borough. Wednesday, Sep-
tember 22, 10 a.m.-noon. 
Free. Registration required 
at https://bit.ly/OCchicken-
class 407-254-9200
Healthy for Life: cooking 
skills series (online)

Join us to learn how 
simple cooking skills can 
help you stay healthy for 
life! This four-part se-
ries presented via Zoom 
by Vigi Zabala, Orange 
County Extension Agent, 
will increase your kitch-
en skills, nutrition know-
how, and encourage you to 
adopt healthier habits. Take 
one class or take them all! 
Wednesday, September 22, 
Tasty, Affordable Meals for 

Busy Families; Wednesday, 
September 29, Healthy In-
gredient Swaps; Wednes-
day, October 6, Snack 
Smarter; Wednesday, Oc-
tober 13, Double-Duty 
Meals; 11 a.m.-noon each 
day. Suggested donations: 
four-part series, $18/per 
individual class: $5. Reg-
istration required at http://
ocextension.eventbrite.com 
407-254-9200
Peppers-some like it hot! 
(online)

Peppers are a favorite 
vegetable in the home veg-
etable garden. Some like 
the taste, some like the or-
namental value and some 
like them hot! Learn about 
the history of the pepper, 
what pepper varieties are 
best adapted to the Central 
Florida climate and how to 
best grow them in this class 
presented via Zoom by Or-
ange County Extension 
Agent Ed Thralls. Thurs-
day, September 23, 6-7:30 
p.m. $5 fee. Registration 
required at http://ocexten-
sion.eventbrite.com. 407-
254-9200.

Continued from page 6A

Learn: Cooking skills are part of classes

The Apopka Youth Council (AYC) 
is accepting applications from high 
school youth for the 2021-2022 school 
year with a deadline of September 7.

Funded by the city of Apopka, the 
AYC is made up of high school students 
that will learn about local government, 
identify ways to improve Apopka for its 
youth, recommend and/or create activi-
ties that will appeal to Apopka youth, 
and participate in community events.

Criteria for joining are as follows: 

students must be enrolled in ninth to 12th 
grade at an Apopka-area high school or 
be homeschooled, must have a 3.0 GPA, 
be civic-minded, and must commit to at-
tending monthly AYC meetings and par-
ticipate in community events. 

All applicants will be considered re-
gardless of race, color, gender, national 
origin, or disability.

For more information, contact Dr. 
Shakenya Harris-Jackson at sjackson@
apopka.net or 407-703-1819.

The Office of Com-
munity Health at the Flori-
da Department of Health in 
Orange County is hosting 
a free Maternal and Child 
Health Summit themed 
“Healthy Growth: It’s All 
About the Roots, Baby!” 

The summit will take 
place on Saturday, August 
28, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m., at the 
Marriott Downtown Or-
lando, 400 W. Livingston 
Street, Orlando. Registra-
tion deadline is Friday, Au-
gust 20.

The goal of the event is 
to nourish roots by reduc-
ing health disparities, in-
creasing health equity, and 
addressing social determi-
nants of health in hopes to 
improve the health and well 
being of moms, babies, 
and families, through edu-
cation and empowerment. 
The event is open to moth-
ers of infants, moms-to-be, 
as well as mothers and baby 
supporters.

The summit’s work-

shops will cover breast-
feeding and nutrition, safe 
sleep/sudden infant death 
syndrome (SIDS), pool 
safety, poison control, and 
car seat safety.

Event guests will re-
ceive giveaways, breakfast, 
lunch and complementary 
valet parking.  Throughout 
the day attendees will have 
the opportunity to learn 
about health & communi-
ty resources that will help 
them in their journey of 
motherhood. Special enter-
tainment will also be pro-
vided.

The guest speaker will 
be Dr. Pamela Cates-Smith, 
a board-certified obstetri-
cian/gynecologist with Or-
lando Health Physician 
Associates. She cares for 
women throughout all stag-
es of life and from all walks 
of life. 

Cates-Smith has 
been awarded the Patients 
Choice Award, Most Com-
passionate Doctor, Woman 

of the Year award in 2013 
by the National Association 
of Professional Women, 
and most notably, top OB-
GYN Physician in Flori-
da in 2018. She also serves 
as medical director for the 
Pregnancy Center.

In Orange County in 
2020, the Infant Mortali-
ty Rate among Black/Afri-
can American infants was 
9.9 deaths per 1,000 live 
births. For Hispanic/Latino 
infants the rate was 3.9 per 
1,000 live births and 3.8 for 
White infants.

Infant mortality 
may be caused by birth 
defects, preterm birth or 
low birth weight, mater-
nal pregnancy complica-
tions, sudden infant death 
syndrome (SIDS), or injury 
such as suffocation.

Attendees must have  
registered by Friday, Au-
gust 20, on www.eventbrite.
com at https://healthybaby-
orange.eventbrite.com or 
by calling 407-723-5004.

Deadline is September 7 to submit 
Apopka Youth Council applications

Maternal and Child Health Summit 
will held Saturday, August 28

dium, and high 
economic classifica-
tions. That’s a health 
crisis by any defini-
tion. This is not to 
minimize the horrific 
nature of the pandem-
ic but to demonstrate 
the nature of what 
may constitute a medi-
cal crisis. Using the IP 
waiver argument, any 
new compound devel-
oped for the treatment 

of heart disease should 
immediately be avail-
able for manufacture 
by anyone, anywhere. 

Given the amazing 
innovation produced 
in the pharmaceutical 
industry it is also con-
ceivable that a cure 
for something as cru-
el as Alzheimer’s dis-
ease could be possi-
ble. Should that com-
pound also be made 
“IP free”? How about 
cancer treatments? 

While the WTO and 
some of its member 
nations like the United 
States view the current 
proposal through the 
narrow lens of CO-
VID, a waiver of IP 
rights sets a precedent 
for the next pandem-
ic, disease, or medi-
cal emergency. Does 
anyone think the CO-
VID IP waiver (or 
any IP waiver for that 
matter), once enact-
ed, would ever be re-

scinded? An IP waiver 
could also have a rip-
ple into other indus-
tries whose technolo-
gy, processes, or prod-
ucts could be deemed 
essential.

The United States 
has long been the stan-
dard-bearer for the 
protection of IP. Even 
in the face of a global 
pandemic, the fact that 
a debate around waiv-
ing patent protection 
has emerged is trou-

bling; and the fact that 
the United States has 
endorsed such a move 
is even more alarming. 
Getting as many vac-
cinations to as many 
people as fast as possi-
ble is the correct goal. 
Focusing on efficient 
global supply chains, 
increasing manufac-
turing capacity, reduc-
ing regulatory hurdles, 
and expanding distri-
bution networks are 
the keys to realizing 

this goal, not stripping 
patent protection from 
those who worked to 
bring forward a solu-
tion.

—Richard D. Ko-
cur is an assistant 
professor of business 
at Institute for Faith 
and Freedom at Grove 
City College.  He spe-
cializes in marketing 
and business strategy 
and has over 25 years 
of experience in the 
healthcare industry.

Continued from page 2A

Kocur: U.S. has long been the standard bearer of potection of IP
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