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A L L  A B O U T  A P O P K A

 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Keith Truenow ............................... 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

Established 1923
(USPS 545-440)

Sleepy Joe has broken 
a national promise made to 
our interpreters, assistants, 
and their families by leav-
ing them stranded and at 
the mercy of the Taliban. 
Not only that but thou-
sands of Americans are 
now stranded outside of 
Kabul and they are being 
told by our State Depart-
ment to hunker down and 
stay out of sight. I’ll bet 
that wasn’t in their job de-
scription when they were 
offered the job!

I understand we were 
not going to stay in Af-
ghanistan forever, but I’m 
not giving our command-
er-in-chief that excuse for 
the debacle going on in his 
inept ability to handle this 
situation. In his speech, 
the president said, “The 
buck stops here” but he re-
ally does not mean that. It 
is just a political statement 
meant to confuse the hear-
ers. 

President Biden then 
points the blame finger to-
ward the Afghan military 
for not willing to fight for 

their own country when 
more than 66,000 Afghan 
fighters have died in de-
fense of their country. 
Not only that, but many 
of them fought on with-
out regular pay, ammuni-
tion, or weapons before we 
started arming them. Com-
pare that to our losses, just 
over 2,000 of our warriors 
have died, and many have 
returned home with loss of 
limbs. Plus, just over 3,500 
U.S. contractors have been 
killed.

Our losses are truly 
tragic and I weep when I 
think of those who came 
home in body bags or on 
gurneys because of leav-
ing body parts over there. 
But I think they would 
agree they didn’t sacrifice 
their lives or limbs in Af-
ghanistan just to see a de-
parture that would make 
them ask, “What was it all 
for?” Thank God we have 
not had an attack on United 
States soil since 9/11 and 
it is because of those men 
and women who were will-
ing to put normal living 
aside and stand between us 
and more radical attacks on 

our nation. 
Thank you, all of you, 

who served for our safety! 
When are we going to 

see people who mean what 
they say, and say what they 
mean fill our political of-
fices again? 

Look around. A lot of 
our warriors have come 
home and are now vying 
for positions in our nation-
al offices. They are men 
and women who will serve 
well because they have 
seen what the loss of lib-
erty and freedom look like, 
and they will secure for us 
a sure foundation based 
upon our Constitution. 
They know what an oath 
of office means. They have 
taken that oath before; it is 
called the Oath of Enlist-
ment, and they have prov-
en themselves worthy of 
the honor of service as our 
representatives in our gov-
ernment.

These are the men and 
women who know what a 
handshake stands for, and 
they want an opportunity to 
shake your hand and keep 
their promises because of 
their honor!

Hayden: Goal must be for honor
Continued from page 2A

ter for school for the first 
time which put a strain on 
school administration and 
guidance counselors who 
had to schedule classes for 
these new students.

Registering a child for 
school is a process and re-
quires a lot of paperwork. 
At one of our high schools, 
I found the team still there 
at 9:30 at night getting the 
paperwork organized and 
the schedules made.

Schools are asking 
parents to please be patient 
with staff as they work 
through these overwhelm-
ing first few weeks get-
ting students scheduled for 
classes. For these new stu-
dents, it sometimes might 
mean that some classes 
have to be removed or oth-
ers added which can re-

sult in schedule changes 
for other students. While 
that can be frustrating, we 
are still asking for your pa-
tience in this difficult pro-
cess.

The other issue the 
district is facing that I 
heard a lot about from par-
ents is transportation diffi-
culties. Several bus routes 
were late, some significant-
ly late. This was happening 
across the district.

Unfortunately, OCPS, 
like many other indus-
tries, is experiencing a la-
bor shortage and at the be-
ginning of this week was 
short about 100 drivers, 
70 of whom are substitute 
drivers. 

This combined with a 
larger number of kids on 
routes than expected has 
resulted in some drivers 
having to do multiple runs 

at some stops. This situa-
tion, of course, is not ideal 
and the district is working 
hard to rectify it, including 
holding a job fair this week 
to try to recruit drivers.

Remember, we are 
still encouraging parents 
to drive your students if at 
all possible just to try to 
limit the numbers on the 
buses for social distancing 
purposes. But I will sug-
gest reaching out to neigh-
bors and friends to form 
car pools because traf-
fic around our schools has 
been another big issue. 

With everyone’s pa-
tience and cooperation, 
this is sure to be a great 
year once we get through 
a few speed bumps. Thank 
you for your consideration 
of all it takes to make the 
school district run smooth-
ly.

Byrd: Staff members work long 
hours to keep up with registration
Continued from page 2A

is between 6.5 and 8.0.
*Keep discharge water on 
your property by pump-
ing it slowly onto your 
yard. Keep discharges out 
of neighbors’ yards and the 
street.
*Rinse filters over yards, 
and not over driveways or 

paved areas.
*Dispose of all filter media 
such as diatomaceous earth 
in the trash.
 If a professional pool 
company drains your pool 
and uses muriatic acid to 
pressure wash its interior, 
they will need to neutralize 
the wastewater with soda 
ash or a similar product be-

fore discharging the waste-
water. In order to verify the 
water is safe to discharge, 
the crew may need to con-
tainerize the pool wastewa-
ter and follow the practices 
mentioned above.

In order to maintain 
healthy and safe water 
quality, Orange County has 
a Water Quality Ordinance, 

which reads as follows:
(a) It shall be unlawful for 
any person to cause, per-
mit, suffer or allow any 
illicit discharge or illicit 
connection into the coun-
ty’s Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer (MS4), or 
into waters of the county. 
The MS4 transports un-
treated runoff into local 

water bodies.
(b) It shall be unlawful for 
any person to cause, per-
mit, suffer, or allow any 
discharge onto the ground 
surface in such quantity 
and of such characteristics, 
as may cause or tend to 
cause water pollution.

Learn more about Or-
ange County government’s 

Environmental Protection 
Division and how you can 
help maintain healthy wa-
ter quality and protect our 
lakes, rivers, streams, and 
wetlands. Contact P2@
ocfl.net for more informa-
tion. If you have any ques-
tions on this topic or oth-
ers, call my office at 407-
836-5850.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Environmental Protection Division has water quality musts
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
ADOPTION OF A LARGE SCALE 

FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT  
CITY OF APOPKA  

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2842 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, September 
8, 2021 beginning at 1:30 p.m.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, 
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding. 

August 20, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(c), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Toll Brothers, Inc. 
has made an application to the City of Apopka Planning Commission 
and the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO “CITY” MIXED-USE FOR 30.19 +/- ACRES. This 
application relates to the following described property located 
north of Kelly Park Road and east of Dowman Drive. 

   Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel I.D: 07-20-28-0000-00-066, 07-20-28-0000-00-067 
Contains: 30.19 +/- Acres 

ORDINANCE NO. 2842
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO “CITY” MIXED-USE FOR CERTAIN REAL 
PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED NORTH OF KELLY PARK ROAD AND EAST 
OF DOWMAN DRIVE OWNED BY LEE LEE KYUN, LEE MYUNG JA, NAM KI 
YEON AND LEE JONG DAN NAM COMPRISING 30.19 ACRES, MORE OR 
LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

The Apopka Fire Department is host-
ing a 9/11 Memorial Run 5K Run on Sep-
tember 11, at Apopka’s Northwest Recre-
ation Complex with a virtual run option.

The race will benefit the Armando 
Borjas Jr. Scholarship Foundation, which 
will help send local youth to fire and EMT 
school. 

Armando Borjas Jr. was a 14-year city 
of Apopka firefighter who, in 2011, was di-
agnosed with stage 4 esophageal cancer, 
which he battled for two years until his 

death at age 39. 
The schedule of events for race day is 

as follows: 
*Registration-6 to 6:30 a.m.
*Opening remarks-6:45 a.m.
*Race begins-7 a.m. 
*9/11 memorial ceremony-8:30 a.m.
For complete details and to register, 

visit www.9-11memorialrun.com.  
The Northwest Recreation Complex’s 

address is 3710 Jason Dwelley Parkway, 
Apopka. 

 What is titled “A Tribute to Heroes” 
concert will be held Saturday, September 
11, from 4-9 p.m. at the Apopka amphithe-
ater, 3710 Jason Dwelley Parkway, Apopka.
 In addition to honoring veterans, the 
event will pay special tribute to first re-
sponders from the New York City Fire De-
partment, who will be recognized as VIP 
guests at the event. The concert will benefit 
the Central Florida Hope Center, which of-
fers help to the unemployed and those in 
need of food, as well as counseling.

 Headlining the event is Locash, a 
country music duo.
 Veterans are eligible to receive a 
20-percent discount, but must show proof 
of service upon entrance to the grounds.
 General admission tickets to the am-
phitheater lawn area are $25 with cover-
ing seating tickets set at $35. Tickets are 
available at www.cflhope.org/usa. Parking 
is free and a family-friendly kid zone will 
open at 2:30 p.m. Food trucks will have 
food and drinks available for purchase.

9/11 concert will honor heroes AFD will have 9/11 5K run event


