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Moore: Main street is impactful
Continued from page 2A
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION
CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that the City of Apopka has made an application
to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a property
located west of Hawthorne Avenue and south of Ocoee Apopka Road,
approximately .52 +/- acres. This application relates to the following
described property:
ORDINANCE NO. 2852
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED
AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY THE CITY OF
APOPKA; LOCATED WEST OF HAWTHORNE AVENUE AND SOUTH OF OCOEE
APOPKA ROAD; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK,
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

My friend said Lockhart was simply a cut
through to Apopka. A highway, nothing special, and
in fact she never even noticed all the elements of a
main street. Well, it is my
intention to change that.
Please give me a decade to
do so as major overhauls
take time, patience, and
funding.
In his book, Kercher
describes a “main street”
as a holistic social center to the city’s residents,
businesses, and visitors. A
common vision is a vibrant
main street with hometown spirit and civic pride.
The strategy, according to
Kercher, is to build social
infrastructure which enables and encourages civility, sociability, technological innovation, and more.
Overcoming community
isolation and civic disengagement is the challenge
of our day.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.
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Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
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Everybody has an opinion.
Why not share yours?
Send a letter to the Editor online
www.TheApopkaChief.com
The Apopka Chief
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Faulkner, she introduced
him to the writings of Fredrick Douglas, Malcolm X,
and others. For the first
time ever, he saw himself
in academics.
He realized that he had
been starved of the possibility that was out there for
him. He could be an academic, not just an athlete
or a drug dealer like he had
always thought.
A fire grew in him and
he soon began reading everything he could get his
hands on. He sold his entertainment center in his
apartment and bought a
desk, books, and a bookshelf. He spent hours each
day reading and writing down and looking up
words he didn’t understand.
He soon discovered
the sport of academic debate and fell in love with
it and the intense training and knowledge that
was required for it. He also
discovered a passion for
teaching kids like him.

His path led him to a
road of teaching that included training kids in debate. At one national competition where his team of
inner-city kids did particularly well, a coach from
Harvard approached him to
recruit him for their debate
summer program.
Once he arrived at the
two-week summer intensive program that brings
the best debaters from
around the world to learn
and compete, he realized
there was not enough diversity in the program.
Soon after, he started the
Harvard Debate Council
Diversity Project where he
recruits 25 kids from the
Atlanta area from underserved schools and trains
them all year on philosophy, current events, and debate techniques.
He raised hundreds
of thousands of dollars to
pay for these kids to come
to Harvard and compete

Rebel to a tree with a long
tether so I would not lose
him, just in case!
Arising with sunrise, I
prepared a breakfast for me
and gave Rebel a feedbag,
with oats and a little corn
(as hot as it was, the corn
would make him sweat
more) then saddled up,
cleaned my rifle, after I had
kicked dirt all over it when
I dug out the night before.
As we looked around the
area we were camping, I
found large pug marks and
then realized it was a Florida panther that had made
our hasty departure relevant. Since that time, the
only panthers I have seen
have been behind bars and
fences in zoos. Times sure
have changed!
I guess I started with
these incidents because I
have been reminiscing how
far Apopka has come in
the past 50 years. We have

become so civilized and
populated with people that
have no idea of the rich
culture of this area. Remember when Lake Apopka was called the “Bass
Capital of the World,”
Apopka was the “Indoor
Foliage Capitol of the
World?” Apopka was the
smallest incorporated city
in Orange County and now
it is the second largest, second only to Orlando.
I remember sitting at
the corner of U.S. Highway 441 and Park Avenue,
waiting for my car to be
serviced at Skipworth’s gas
station and I could count
on one hand the cars that
went by in a half an hour.
Now a calculator is needed to count them in a fiveminute period. Progress,
that is what people call it.
I enjoy the way we

See BYRD Page 11A

Hayden: Area has rich heritage

Continued from page 2A

see if there were any cars
coming either way that
might see our scaredy-cat
reaction. After we (Rebel and I) had settled down
enough to think about
things, we decided, (I did),
Rebel did not agree, but I
kind of forced him, to go
back with me and get all
my stuff. As we slunk back
to our campsite I felt every stick, thistle, and thorn
through my stocking feet. I
did not remember all those
on my way out! When we
arrived where our flight
had originated, we found
everything still intact without any dead bodies or
blood-stained clothing. Everything was quiet and still
so, I decided (again, Rebel did not agree) we would
stay out the night and investigate the “murder” in
the morning. Oh, I tied

See HAYDEN Page 11A
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the Baptist church and elementary school are dominant. They are noted in my
Lockhart Driving Tour.
Vibrant downtowns,
according to Kercher,
should include buildings of
two stories to four stories,
streets that are inviting,
wide sidewalks, and active storefront uses such as
restaurants, shops, farmers
markets. He believes personal and business services
should be available as well
as hotels, venues for community entertainment, local history museums, and
places for religious gatherings and weddings. Programmed activities such as
book fairs, parades, festivals, car shows, and other
celebrations help to market
an area.
I highly recommend
Bill Kercher’s book Character Main Streets if you
wish to study more about
growing and repairing
small city downtowns.

Byrd: Professor’s interest was key

write in a way a college
student should. You see,
Brandon was never interested in school because he
wasn’t connected to it. He
was constantly in trouble
and missing classes and
when he was the star high
school basketball player,
teachers passed him along.
In one of his college
PROOF APPROVAL
English classes he turned
in a paper that he copied
Important to Check the Following
Please Sign Below
from the internet because
Name
Copy/Picture/Logos
he didn’tDate
understand the
Address
Expiration Date
assignment.
TheasprofesApproval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections
noted below.
Telephone #
sor calls him into her office
MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
and instead of chastising
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.
Instructions have been followed as closely as possible. him, she asks about him
and his life to that point.
The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121
Brandon talks about
how no one in school had
ever done that before. No
one had ever bothered to
get to know him as a person. To this day, his theory
of teaching is “love first,
teach second.”
That professor began
tutoring
him and instead of
Parcel Identiﬁcation Number: 16-21-28-3456-00-010
making
him
read Dante or
Contains: .52 +/- acres
NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2852 will be
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall,
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, July 7, 2021
beginning at 1:30 p.m., AND on Wednesday, July 21, 2021 beginning
at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

He recommends visualizing an active and engaging main street. Main
streets are “third places”
and vital for a city’s social cohesion. I have been
advocating for sidewalks
everywhere, especially in
Lockhart where few of the
major streets leading to
Edgewater Drive have contiguous pathways. No wonder the downtown floundered. Pedestrian traffic
into downtown is nearly
impossible.
Kercher says civic
pride should be the guiding force behind the design
of the town’s physical setting. Apopka City Hall on
U.S. Highway 441 speaks
to this well. Historic trees,
the statue of long-time
Mayor John Land, the 9/11
Memorial, and more bring
families and visitors to the
grounds. I include the City
Hall grounds in my Central Apopka Driving Tour.
(Available at www.ocfl.net/
District2). For Lockhart,

as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417.
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880,
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,,
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit letters.
www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911
www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)........................... 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative
Val Demings (Dist. 10)................. 321-388-9808
State Representatives
............................................................ 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45)............... 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11).......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441
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City: DRC talked about more apartments, townhomes, warehouses
Continued from page 1A
In addition to McKinley’s concerns, Bobby
Howell, planning manager
for the city and DRC committee chair, said that the

city’s planning staff has
concerns about the architectural plans for the housing in Magnolia Terrace.
“The
architecturals
(drawings) are not to the
city standards at all, espe-

LOOMIS

FUNERAL HOMES
SERVING FAMILIES FOR OVER THREE
GENERATIONS.

PROVIDING EVERY FAMILY
WITH THE CARE AND RESPECT
THEY DESERVE
LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

(407) 880-1007

2021
Best of Apopka
NOTICE

Attention Business Owners & Managers:
If you are notiﬁed by anyone in regards to the 2021
Best of Apopka, please make sure you are dealing with
a representative of The Apopka Chief newspaper.
By doing this, you’ll help assure the integrity of the
oﬃcial Best of Apopka contest, its oﬃcial winners,
and honor those who take time to vote this year.

Oﬃcial 2021 Best of Apopka will begin
Monday, August 16.
Voting will be done at www.TheApopkaChief.com

cially because you’re asking for a PUD, it’s got to be
high quality,” Howell said.
“Our (city) council has
articulated that to the planning staff on multiple occasions. They’re looking for
quality development,” he
said.
A Meritage Home representative at the meeting
said the company is working on new renderings for
the proposed project.

Multi-family housing
Also coming before
the DRC were three other
proposed residential housing developments.
Two of the proposed
projects are apartment
complexes while the other
is a small townhome development.
The larger of the two
apartment projects is the
first phase of Floridian
Town Center, a multi-use
development planned adjacent to State Road 429’s interchange at U.S. Highway
441 in the Plymouth area of
Apopka.
A 77-acre project, Floridian Town Center is slated to be built north of 429
Connector Road on the
west side of SR 429. This
first phase includes 300
apartments along with a
clubhouse and pool.
The apartments will be
located in seven buildings
of 36 units each and two
buildings of 24 units on the
northern end of the town

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
PROOF APPROVAL
ANNEXATION
Important to Check
the Following
CITY
OF APOPKA
Please Sign Below

center.
Commercial businesses, a YMCA, and an assisted-living facility are
planned for the southern
area of the project in another phase that requires separate city approval at a later
date.
…
The other proposed
apartment complex is nearly as large and includes 285
units on two parcels totaling 19 acres at 1505 and
1821 Binion Road.
The
property
is
wedged between the east
side of Binion Road and
the west side of State Road
414. It is north of another
proposed apartment complex project.
The project, named
Apex Apopka, will have
127 two-bedroom apartments, 114 one-bedroom
units, and 44 apartments
will have three bedrooms.
Flournoy Partners, a
Columbus, Ga., company,
is the developer. Flournoy
has two apartment complexes in Orlando and a
proposed project in Davenport, located in Polk County.
…
The townhome project will be located on 2-1/2
acres at 350 E. Sixth St.,
Apopka.
Plans call for six buildings with four townhomes
in each building. Each
townhome will have a onecar garage.

Known as Apopka
Townhomes, the development is a project of Hannibal Square Community Land Trust, Inc., a nonproject company that develops housing.

Find GREAT

across U.S. Highway 441
from Junction Road with
the buildings located south
of the entrance across from
Spillman Drive, the entrance to Zellwood Station
and where Yothers Road
dead ends into U.S. 441.
Blue Steel Development out of Lakeland is
bringing the project, known
as Apopka 429, to Apopka.
Blue Steel has developed
other warehouse projects
in Apopka, including those
south of General Electric Road about five miles
southeast of the planned
project across from Zellwood Station.
Also
involved
in
Apopka 429 is KimleyHorn, a planning and design engineering firm that
also worked on some of
the warehouses located
near General Electric Road.
Kimley-Horn has an office
in Orlando with many locations across the nation.
Plans call for the three
buildings to have more
than 1,250 parking spaces
with more than 550 parking
spaces for semitrailers.
…
Among the other three
warehouse projects is one
for 606,025 square feet
for AdventHealth at 4051
Fudge Road. The other two
are a 280,4370-square foot
warehouse at 2800 General Electric Road, and a
much smaller one of 41,952
square feet at 700 Hermit
Smith Road.

DEALS
& COUPONS in the

Aldi

Warehouses
Four industrial warehouse
projects
totaling more than 3.4 million
square feet were also on the
agenda for the DRC.
The vast majority of
that square footage belongs
to three warehouse buildings with nearly 2.5 million square feet north of
Orlando Apopka Airport
and west of U.S. Highway
441. The largest structure
of the three will be 1.2 million square feet. The other
two buildings in the project
are scheduled to be 725,040
square feet and 546,000
square feet.
Just as the Amazon
last-mile warehouse was
built at the corner of General Electric Road and Hermit Smith Road about five
miles southeast of the proposed project, this one is
also rumored to be an Amazon warehouse, but of a regional nature.
The last-mile warehouse is a little over
200,000 square feet with
the proposed building near
the airport set for six times
that at 1.2 million square
feet.
The entrance to the
250-acre project is planned
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NOTICE Name
is hereby given
pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the
Copy/Picture/Logos
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article Date
Address
Expiration
Date has made an application to the
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that
JCF LIVING
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.
City ofTelephone
Apopka City
# Council for an ANNEXATION of a property located
on the west of SR 429 and north of MESSAGE
Hooper Farms
Road, approximately
TO ADVERTISER:
1.53 +/- acres. This
This
relates
following
described
proofapplication
is for your protection.
If it meetsto
yourthe
approval,
please sign and
fax back to 407-889-4121.
property:
Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.
ORDINANCE
NO. 2848
The Apopka Chief
• 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND ITS
TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO FLORIDA
STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS SITUATED AND
BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY BERT E ROPER AND
BARBARA C ROPER FAMILY LIMITED LIABILITY LIMITED PARTNERSHIP;
LOCATED WEST OF SR 429 AND NORTH OF HOOPER FARMS ROAD;
PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY,
CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Aldi
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OLD GLASSES & HEARING AIDS WANTED
Tavares
Lions Club

Foliage Sertoma
Club of Apopka
FOLIAGE SERTOMA
832-2627
CLUB (407)
OF APOPKA

352-343-0180

The Tavares Lions Club will use
your recyclable eye glasses for the
program “Project Right to Sight.”

FOLIAGE SERTOMA
CLUB OF APOPKA

Foliage Sertoma Club, working with Dr.
Amy Davis at Central Florida Audiology,
will collect and recycle hearing aids for
Apopka citizens with hearing needs.

If you have old glasses or hearing aids you
no longer need, please take them to

The Apopka Chief and The Planter Newspapers
or Apopka Ofﬁce Supply at

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

The Apopka Chief, The Planter & AOS (Apopka
Ofﬁce Supply) would like to thank the generous
Apopka area for continuing to donate the gift of
sight or hearing for so MANY.

3x4

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND

OLD GLASSES &
EXCLUSIVE
LIMITEDWANTED
TIME OFFER!
HEARING
AIDS

18-21-28-0000-00-101
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NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2848 will be
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall,
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, July 7, 2021
beginning at 1:30 p.m., AND on Wednesday, July 21, 2021 beginning
at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.
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Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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400 N. Park Ave., Apopka
407-886-2777

CALL US TODAY FOR

1-866-549-6518
Chief, The Planter &
A FREE ESTIMATEThe Apopka
AOS (Apopka Ofﬁce Supply) would
like to thank the generous Apopka
area for continuing to donate the
gift of sight or hearing for so MANY.

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

169103

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Oﬀer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading consumer reporting
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.”
Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501
License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946
License# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 176447 Registration#
HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suﬀolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration# H-19114
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Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
2x4 at
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.
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