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A l l  A b o u t  A p o p k A

 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
............................................................ 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

offended seems to be our 
main goal and our efforts 
are spent watching for that 
opportunity.

There is a scripture 
that says, “When I was a 
child, I spoke as a child, 
I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, I 
put away childish things.” 
Somewhere in our journey 
we have failed to put away 
childish things. We cling 
to tantrums, throwing fits, 
hurting others, or whatev-
er it takes to get our way. 
The one thing we need to 
retain from our childhood 
is the ability to see happi-
ness in some of the sim-
plest things. To feel com-
fort with making friends 
of people whom we have 
just met.

When was the last 
time you started a conver-
sation with someone in 
line at the grocery store? 
Most people are looking 
for someone else to make 
the first move because they 
want to show their will-
ingness to be friendly. We 
need to take time to see 

people, not just look at 
them. When I look back 
at the opportunities I have 
missed – no, ignored, I feel 
a loss because that person I 
chose to ignore had a gem 
of wisdom to share with 
me and I will never be able 
to know it. There are so 
many things that I do not 
know and so many people 
out there who have the in-
formation I need to fill my 
curiosity. I will never find 
the answers until I am will-
ing to tap the fountain of 
wisdom that rests in other 
people.

I believe being a part 
of any community carries 
with it a responsibility to 
contribute to the good of 
that community, and ev-
eryone has a contribution. 
The young people today 
have the exuberance of 
youth and many times a 
new approach to solving 
some of the problems we 
see around us. Can we not 
discuss those solutions? 
Our elderly generation has 
had experiences and many 
times lived through tough 
times that have given them 
a special insight as to how 
to overcome different situ-

ations. Our middle-aged 
people of today are work-
ing in everyday jobs that 
sharpen their skills in get-
ting along with co-workers 
and bosses. Small business 
owners learn how to listen 
for ideas on keeping em-
ployees safe and happy in 
their jobs.

The point being, if 
we want to feel that we 
are back in Kansas again, 
it is going to take more 
than clicking our ruby red 
shoes together, and repeat-
ing, “There’s no place like 
home.” We need to start 
recognizing the people who 
surround us daily, knowing 
race or culture has nothing 
to do with their ability to 
give us something to help 
us grow.

Our growth as human 
beings and our ability to 
cope with daily opportuni-
ties are only hindered by 
our unwillingness to see 
others as teachers or in-
structors for our benefit in 
living fuller lives and con-
tributing to our community.

Love, learn, and live 
with laughter in your heart 
to share with all! Are we 
back in Kansas yet?

Hayden: You can be friendliest 
Continued from page 2A

code and browsing social 
service programs across 
various categories that are 
geographically close to 
where a family lives.

Families seeking re-
sources or needing help 
in areas such as mental 
health, tutoring and men-
toring, child care, housing, 
healthcare, financial sup-
port, and food assistance 
are connected with com-
munity-based organizations 
in the area. 

It really is genius! 
There are so many amazing 
resources available to help 
families in our commu-
nity. We have tremendous 
community partners just 
waiting to help. But sitting 
down and trying to search 
for and find those resources 
can be daunting, especially 
if you are already dealing 
with a stressful situation.

The OCPS Commu-

nity Connect makes it easy. 
Simply open OCPS.net and 
go to the Students and Par-
ents tab. Under that tab is 
the new Community Con-
nect. After clicking on the 
link, you will be taken to a 
new website and asked to 
enter your ZIP code.

Once the ZIP code is 
entered, a wealth of infor-
mation is available from 
mental health to financial 
assistance to elder care. It 
really is phenomenal!

I’m so proud of our 
school district for doing 
the leg work on this one for 
our community. It is an-
other example of how edu-
cating children is so much 
more than people think. 

Getting our children to 
the point where they reach 
the finish line of graduation 
with their high school di-
plomas involves more than 
just presenting lessons and 
curriculum. It involves be-
ing a part of the human be-

ing they are and immersing 
ourselves in their lives and 
situations.

Understanding who 
our students are and what 
they are dealing with out-
side of school makes a 
huge difference in their 
ability to be successful. 
Not every student comes to 
school ready to learn and 
it’s our job to find out why.

I encourage you to 
check out the OCPS Com-
munity Connect resource 
and spread the word. Go 
to OCPS.net and click on 
the Community Connect 
graphic. 

Also remember that 
additional student re-
sources such as the OCPS 
Mental Health Servic-
es Helpline are available 
by calling 407-317-3694 
Monday through Friday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
and United Way’s 211 ser-
vice is available 24 hours 
a day.

Byrd: Community Connect is easy
Continued from page 2A

their front entranceways, 
creating social structure, 
etc. Remember, the first 
impression of a community 
truly matters. 

The county offers up 
to $10,000 in neighbor-
hood grants for beautifica-
tion. I’m hopeful some of 
you will apply. 

I’m also thrilled with 
the Apopka Seventh-day 
Adventist Church whose 
members will be painting 
the Wekiwa Manor neigh-
borhood wall at the end of 
June. Serving the commu-
nity you love is a blessing.

In fact, most commu-
nities in our district are do-
ing a better job with the 
front entranceways. Cur-

rently, I’m upgrading our 
matrix for selecting the 
winners. I’m thrilled to see 
walls and sidewalks being 
pressure-washed. So now 
in order to be considered 
for the award, landscape 
beds must have mulch. 

The road showing the 
most improvement in the 
district for its neighbor-
hood frontage is Sheeler 

Road. While there are a 
few who could still pres-
sure wash or paint their 
walls, all of the neighbor-
hoods to the south have 
improved mightily.

Congratulations to 
the following: Ambergate, 
Meadow Oaks, Marbella 
Reserve, Stonewood Re-
serve, Cobblefield, Sheeler 
Hills, and Silver Oak for 
their efforts!

I’m the same way 
about quality gateways 
into all my communities. 
People judge us by the care 
and concern they see when 
first entering an area. It is 
not helpful when the signs 
announcing an area are 

surrounded by weeds and 
overgrown bushes.

So, what can local 
government leaders do to 
assist in protecting housing 
stock and property values 
without trampling private 
property rights? LEAD. 
Leading like I’m doing 
with the Neighborhood 
Leaders group. If you are 
interested in joining, please 
call my office at 407-836-
5850.

I’m leading numer-
ous initiatives. The Weki-
wa Springs area is work-
ing on branding pole ban-
ners. Pine Hills is plant-
ing trees along Clarcona-
Ocoee Road. Clarcona has 

rebranded its logo, applied 
for a county grant for sig-
nage, and will soon be put-
ting up fresh, new signs. I, 
personally, asked Public 
Works to erect road signs 
announcing the communi-
ty of Paradise Heights and 
I turned in more than 300 
street signs replacement 
requests through 311. (Re-
member, I can only replace 
signs in unincorporated 
Orange County.)

There is so much 
more to get done. I hope 
you will join my efforts. 
Whether in your own yard, 
neighborhood, or greater 
community, we can make a 
difference.

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Sheeler Road shows most improvement in its frontage areas
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING 

CITY OF APOPKA

Notice is given that a public hearing For Ordinance No. 2840 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, June 16, 
2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance and Master Plan 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

June 4, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given that Andrew McCown, GAI Consultants, Inc. has 
made an application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3187(c) 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission, and City Council for a REZONING OF PROPERTY. This 
application relates to the following described property: 

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Numbers: See Parcel Table
Contains: 73.93 +/- Acres

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

ORDINANCE NO. 2840
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM TRANSITIONAL (T) TO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD), FOR 
CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED NORTH OF W. ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL 
AND WEST OF S.R. 429, COMPRISING 73.93 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND 
OWNED BY COLLIER BENGE LAND JOINT VENTURE LLC; PROVIDING FOR 
DIRECTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY, 
CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Parcel Table

EvErybody has an opinion. Why not sharE yours?
Send a letter to the Editor online 

www.theApopkaChief.com


