
in the world is there a bet-
ter form of free living than 
in the United States of 
America. If there is, why 
aren’t people fleeing the 
U.S.A. to go there? The 
United States never pro-
claimed itself as Utopia or 
Nirvana. The only thing 
it promised was the profit 
you could gain from your 
willingness to be a part of 
the growth.

Too many of us have 
gotten older and as a na-
tion we have lost the 
sense of excitement that 
sees opportunities rath-
er than stumbling blocks. 
We have become compla-
cent and thinking that the 
Land of Plenty ought to 
have enough to supply us 
without the labor it takes 
to fill the plenty. We ex-
pect to be taken care of 
from cradle to grave. Too 
many are willing to erase 
the past to set up a differ-
ent society that desires to 
steal, kill, and take from a 

people of all cultures those 
things that were so dili-
gently planned and worked 
for. You have no excuse 
if you are one of them! I 
don’t care what culture you 
have in your past, (notice I 
said culture, not national-
ity), if you are here legal-
ly, your nationality is as a 
citizen of the United States 
of America. If you are us-
ing your culture or race as 
a reason for your failures, 
you are a coward and not 
brave enough to face ev-
eryday challenges that are 
overcome daily by those of 
like cultures who have not 
only prospered but made 
changes in our new and ex-
citing world.

Have you ever read the 
book “Kindred” or “Par-
able of the Sower?” The 
author was a child born in 
1947 to a widowed mom in 
Pasadena, Calif. Because 
of the racial norms of the 
day, Octavia E. Butler had 
to learn through self-teach-
ing how to write. Most of 
her writings, which were 

many, explored such issues 
as race and gender. She 
greatly influenced Afrofu-
turism, in which black peo-
ple are empowered, not by 
right of race, but by right 
of hard work and willing-
ness to use the lessons of 
the past. We could go on, 
and on because her awards, 
grants, and lauds are many, 
but the thing I would like 
to share is the one thing 
she was awarded for be-
cause of her keeping on, 
keeping on.

In March 2021, the 
Perseverance Mars Rover 
landing site that is in the 
Jezero crater, was named 
for Octavia E. Butler after 
her determination and in-
ventiveness. Katie Stack 
Morgan, a Perseverance 
deputy project scientist 
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, 
said she was a perfect fit 
for the Perseverance rover 
mission and its theme of 
overcoming challenges.

Now, what are our ex-
cuses?
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Keith Truenow (Dist. 31) ............. 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

Hayden: Self-taught writer has 
Mars landing site named for her  

tally, the county has erect-
ed lights on the one corner 
under our control (Pied-
mont-Wekiwa) and the city 
of Apopka budgeted fund-
ing for their portion along 
northern Hiawassee, how-
ever, the lights have not yet 
been installed. But fund-
ing lights along U.S. High-
way 441 (a state road with 
right-of-way management 
by the city) has still elud-
ed my efforts as a county 
commissioner. Neverthe-
less, thinking of the two 
young children without 
their mothers weighs on 
my heart. I will persevere.

So, the MetroPLAN 
Board heard at our meet-
ing about the four fatality 

factors. These include the 
failure to yield, darkness, 
distraction, and speed. The 
worst fatalities are when 
it is dark, and the speed of 
the vehicle exceeds 40-50 
miles per hour. More fa-
talities come from vehi-
cles which are trucks and 
SUV’s. 

We even heard about 
another grouping of the 
causes of pedestrian fatali-
ties called the Deadly Trio. 
The Deadly Trio includes 
darkness, distraction, and 
speed. So, between the two 
groupings, darkness, dis-
traction, and speed are our 
top concerns.

One suggestion was 
a solution found in Wyo-
ming where they have a 
slower speed limit during 

the nighttime. One mem-
ber mentioned the exorbi-
tant cost of replacing every 
speed limit sign as a bar-
rier to this solution. I men-
tioned that before speed 
limits can be lowered in 
our county a citizen com-
plaint must be submitted 
and the public works de-
partment conduct a speed 
study. Every street where 
we have submitted the 
complaint has resulted in 
the speed being lowered. 
My issue now is that the 
department is so far behind 
they are not commencing 
any new studies. 

I know our local Duke 
Energy representative has 
aggressively been working 

Continued from page 2A

with working conditions 
that would satisfy both. 
Many employees were 
given ADA accommoda-
tions to work from home if 
needed.

I was so proud of our 
board’s decision to form a 
Medical Advisory Commit-
tee to help us navigate this 
confusing time. This group 
made up mostly of doc-
tors are considered leaders 
in the community and all 
of them were chosen be-
cause of their specialty that 
would be beneficial when 
dealing with the virus.

Their input and re-
search were so helpful 
to us and really provided 
great medical insight into 
the vast topics that sur-
rounded the decisions the 
staff and board made. I’m 
so thankful for each one of 
them who donated and are 
still donating their valuable 
time to our school district.

Finally, I want to take 
a minute to thank the real 
heroes from this year: our 
amazing employees and 
students.

Our employees – from 

teachers and administra-
tors to our food service 
employees, bus drivers 
and custodians – all went 
above the call of duty this 
year. All of them spent ex-
tra hours at schools, pre-
paring new lessons that 
now had to be delivered to 
half our students who were 
studying at home, prepar-
ing meals that were passed 
out in drive-through food 
pick-up lines every week, 
cleaning classrooms lon-
ger with more protocols 
in place, and staying late 
making quarantine calls to 
families.

This year was de-
scribed as harder than the 
first year by many employ-
ees because everything 
they did was new or had to 
be reinvented. Our employ-
ees are front-line workers. 
They went to work every 
day in rooms filled with 
others – during a pandem-
ic – because they knew our 
children needed to learn 
and our economy depends 
on our schools in every 
way.

Our students can also 
not be forgotten. As some 
students made the diffi-

cult decision to stay home 
because of medical con-
ditions and some came to 
school to an environment 
much different than what 
they were used to, all of 
them made sacrifices.

Sacrifices that were 
asked of them because as 
a huge part of this com-
munity, their health had an 
impact on the community’s 
health as a whole. 

Our children went 
to school every day with 
masks on, followed new 
rules about distancing, 
learned from a computer 
screen, and gave up social 
activities and group proj-
ects, all to help keep the 
community safe. 

This will certainly be a 
period in time that the chil-
dren will remember and 
probably tell their own kids 
about. 

Hopefully, they can 
look back and remember 
all the good they did and 
the perseverance and grit 
they showed. Hopefully, 
they will be proud of them-
selves. 

Hopefully, we all will 
be proud of ourselves. 

We should be.

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: School employees are to be 
appreciated as front-line workers

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Deadly Trio includes 
darkness, distraction and speed Editor:

 You have a new con-
tributor to The Apopka 
Chief, Ike Hayden. Why 
have I never heard of Ike 
before? Where has he 

been? He is a modern-day 
philosopher. Every time I 
read one of his articles, I 
think, “Wow! Oh, my gosh, 
he is so right.”
 I really hope we can 
keep Ike. He is a veritable 

fount of knowledge and 
has such a lovely way of 
putting his thoughts into 
words.

Nancy C. Thomas
Apopka

Columnist blessed with ability

See MOORE Page 8A

EvErybody has an opinion. Why not sharE yours?
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TRANSMITTAL OF A LARGE-SCALE 
FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2822 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, June 2, 
2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, 
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

May 21, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(c), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Pulte Homes 
Company, LLC c/o Aaron Struckmeyer has made an application to 
the City of Apopka Planning Commission and the City Council for a 
CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM FUTURE LAND USE-IN 
PROGRESS TO MIXED-USE INTERCHANGE (5 DU/AC and 0.5 FAR) FOR 30.81 
+/- ACRES. This application relates to the following described 
property located east of SR 429 and west of Plymouth Sorrento Road, 
specifi cally located at 4140 Plymouth Sorrento Road. 

 Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Numbers: 13-20-27-0000-00-001; 
       13-20-27-0000-00-022; and 13-20-27-0000-00-062
Contains: 30.81 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2822
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE FUTURE 
LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF THE CITY OF 
APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM FUTURE LAND 
USE IN PROGRESS TO MIXED-USE INTERCHANGE (5 DU/AC and 0.5 FAR) FOR 
CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED EAST OF SR 429 AND WEST OF 
PLYMOUTH SORRENTO ROAD, AND OWNED BY KLEPZIG FAMILY TRUST, KLEPZIG 
DENNIS R LIFE ESTATE AND KLEPZIG JOANN LIFE ESTATE, COMPRISING 
30.81 ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.


