
hasn’t been proven de-
finitively, state Sen. Jason 
Brodeur’s Senate Bill 976 
aims to rectify that with a 
study of the Little Wekiva 
River. 

The actions taken by 
local legislators, such as 
Brodeur’s Senate Bill 976, 
have been a great start-
ing point. However, Little 
Wekiva cannot wait for this 
bill to pass and needs im-
mediate action if we hope 
to remedy the problem. 
Seminole County Com-
missioner Lee Constantine 
has urged the county com-
mission to apply for $1.66 
million in grants to fund a 

restoration project on the 
Wekiva River. Restoring 
this area to its former glory 
would be a breath of fresh 
air for conservationists, ac-
tivists, and residents alike. 
We must restore the Weki-
va River quickly and take 
further steps to prevent this 
from happening again. We 
owe it to future generations 
and our native wildlife to 
preserve the Wekiva River 
and its tributaries.

I commend state Sen. 
Jason Brodeur and Com-
missioner Lee Constantine 
for taking strides to resolve 
these issues. The Wekiva 
River needs solutions that 
are timely, and I urge our 
elected officials to contin-

ue to support our beautiful 
natural areas in Seminole 
County from growing out-
ward pressures.
 Jordyn Lind is a stu-
dent at Valencia College 
studying wildlife ecology 
and conservation. She is 
currently a member of the 
Orange County Audubon 
Society and an intern at 
Friends of the Wekiva Riv-
er, where she is research-
ing the climatic and human 
factors affecting spring dis-
charge in Central Florida. 
She is originally from New 
York but moved to Florida 
in 2017 and enjoys kayak-
ing in the springs around 
Seminole County with her 
husband.
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Keith Truenow (Dist. 31) ............. 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

Lind: Passing of Senate Bill  976 
would be a great starting point 

pay twice. Thus, it is vital 
that neighborhoods make 
these decisions now and 
together as a community.

Thankfully, I have 
a plan for nearly 2,000 
residents in the Wekiwa 
Springs area and because 
they are scheduled for ful-
ly gravity sewer they will 
not be forced if their sep-
tic system fails to replace 
it with an onsite system 
while waiting for the sewer 

conversion. 
Please remember, how 

many steps this requires: 
state appropriation, SJW-
MD grant, county approv-
als, and FDEP funding, not 
to mention all the informa-
tional meetings and com-
munications.

Now, we are in Phase 
II for the Palms 1 and 2. 
Next year, we will begin 
working with Palms 3 and 
4. The neighborhoods are 
selected by closest prox-
imity to Wekiwa Springs. 

We must secure four grants 
and a 66-2/3-percent ap-
proval from the homeown-
ers. Sound impossible? 
Well it isn’t. We were suc-
cessful in receiving only 
five “no” votes out of 200 
for Sweetwater West and 
Wekiva Highlands. 

On a side note, we 
must get the feasibility 
study completed for the en-
tire BMAP area. It is still 
in process. Then addition-
ally, we  must determine 
ways to secure funding for 

all neighborhoods that are 
state-required to convert 
over the next 20 years. 

We are already seeing 
some home prices impact-
ed along Wekiwa Springs 
Road. Those neighbor-
hoods with sewer are re-
alizing $25,000 more per 
home in value. Thus, all 
25,000 homeowners with 
septic systems on parcels 
of less than one acre must 
be mindful and stay in-
formed. Their property val-
ues can be negatively im-
pacted if we do not work 
on this as a community.

Unfortunately, at 
this point, all I can of-
fer is leadership phase by 
phase. And thus, Palms 1 
and 2 will soon be receiv-
ing an introductory let-
ter from me. After the let-
ter, we will offer two one-

hour meetings expected to 
take place in May and Au-
gust about the engineering, 
grant funding, and home-
owner costs. Finally, a let-
ter will be sent stating the 
true costs of the conversion 
after adding up all received 
grant monies from the state 
and county, and develop-
ment of the $500,000 engi-
neering plan.

We have been able 
to hold each property to 
$6,000 for the conversion 
over 10 years. While, this 
is a large amount of mon-
ey, it is comparable to a 
new drain field and will 
help keep $25,000 of val-
ue on the home. The coun-
ty will repair the system 
from the street to the sew-
age treatment plant. Please 
do not plant any trees near 
the connection line or you 

might have to repair or 
pump out the line. How-
ever, this is preferable to a 
new or experimental onsite 
system where a homeown-
er does not know how long 
all the parts and mecha-
nisms will last or cost to 
replace. So, residents of 
Palms 1 and 2, please be 
prepared for my letter over 
the next week, two sum-
mer virtual meetings, one 
in-person meeting at Clay 
Springs Elementary School 
in October and a ballot 
mailed in November. 

Then, I get to repeat 
the procedure over and 
over again with Palms 3 
and 4, Rolling Oaks and 
the other 17 neighbor-
hoods. It is hard, hard 
work. However, the resi-
dents and spring are well 
worth my effort.

Continued from page 2A

regression that occurred as 
a result of COVID-19, not 
penalize any school, dis-
trict, teacher, or student.

Here are some high-
lights of the executive or-
der that the district pre-
pared: 
*Grade retention: Deci-
sions on student grade re-
tention solely for academ-
ic reasons must be deter-
mined at the local level by 
the school’s principal af-
ter a careful review of the 
student’s academic record 
with input from the par-
ents, the student, teachers, 
and school leaders. 
*Third-grade promotion: 
A student may be promoted 
to grade four, regardless of 
the absence of an English 
Language Arts assessment 
or an ELA score of Level 
2 or higher, if the district 
is able to determine that 
a student is performing at 

least at level 2.
*Graduation require-
ments: Districts are autho-
rized to waive the required 
state assessment for gradu-
ation if the district deter-
mines on a case-by-case 
basis that the student’s high 
school record establish-
es a comparable level of 
achievement. 
*End-of-course exams: 
Districts may determine 
promotion and final course 
grades in classes with state 
end-of-course (EOC) ex-
ams based solely on the 
student’s performance in 
the course.
*Support for learning: 
For students who are at 
risk of being retained, the 
school district must pro-
vide extra support and in-
terventions. 
*School grades will not be 
recalculated for this year 
unless specifically request-
ed due to improvement.

Most of the things in 

this list seem obvious but 
with our state’s strong ac-
countability system, many 
of these decisions have 
rested solely on test scores 
for years based on Florida 
Statutes. 

The commissioner ac-
knowledged what all of us 
who are experiencing this 
school year already knew 
– this year has been like no 
other. While we have risen 
to the challenge of continu-
ing to deliver instruction 
to our students in some-
times less than ideal cir-
cumstances, it certainly has 
not been the optimal learn-
ing environment we would 
have liked.

Now at least everyone 
can take a deep breath, fo-
cus on what matters and 
finish the year strong so we 
can close this chapter in 
the book.

Thank you, commis-
sioner!

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: We all know this year has 
been different from previous ones

Continued from page 2A

Moore: State funding needed for conversion of all sewers in area
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that a public hearing For Ordinance No. 2820 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, April 21, 
2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Zoning can be inspected at the 
Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

April 16, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Sec. 166.041(3)(c), Florida 
Stacc4tutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Richard G. 
Harwood Jr. has made an application, to the City of Apopka City 
Council, and Apopka Planning Commission for a change in Zoning 
from RSF-1A (Residential Single-Family Estate District) to RCE 
(Residential Country Estate District). This application relates to 
the following described property located South of E. Welch Road and 
West of Ustler Road. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2820
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING 
THE ZONING FROM RSF-1A (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY ESTATE 
DISTRICT) TO RCE (RESIDENTIAL COUNTRY ESTATE DISTRICT) FOR 
CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED SOUTH OF E. WELCH ROAD AND 
WEST OF USTLER ROAD, COMPRISING 4.4 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND 
OWNED BY RICHARD G. HARWOOD JR.; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel I.D.: 34-20-28-9550-00-220
Contains: 4.4 +/- Acres

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

tickets, five VIP parking passes; Sil-
ver-$500, one VIP table, eight tick-
ets, three VIP parking passes; and 
bronze-$300, one VIP table (eight 
tickets).

Call Pastor Joe Bankson (Vic-

tory Church) at 407-889-7288 to 
purchase a table sponsorship.

The doors and buffet for the 
breakfast will open at 6:30 a.m. The 
program is 7-8:30 a.m.

The event is an annual gather-
ing of local leaders and members of 
the community to unite on common 

values of faith and prayer. Hosted 
by the current mayor as well as the 
Apopka Christian Ministerial Alli-
ance (ACMA), the breakfast is held 
in conjunction with the National 
Day of Prayer. 

Dr. Baird is the director of 
Pastoral Ministries, a division of 

the Florida Family Policy Council, 
and a veteran minister for over 40 
years. His ministry experience has 
been extensive through the years 
as a lead pastor, church planter, na-
tional  conference speaker, college 
professor, talk radio host, biblical 
worldview advocate in public poli-

cy, and media analyst on politics and 
culture. He has been an invited con-
tributor to multiple national media 
outlets including numerous news-
papers, radio, and cable news net-
works. 

Prayer: Table sponsorships for breakfast are available from $300 to $1,000
Continued from page 1A

See prAyer page 6A
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achieved again,” DeClue said.
A variety of people performing 

different functions worked together to 
display that combination of an ever-
growing, evolving, diversified pop-
ulation and Apopka-specific values 
rooted in the family, which ultimate-
ly was the reason for the high praise 
from its attendees.

As the operating hours extended 
past sunset on Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday, the lights of the approxi-
mately 30 rides as well as plethora 
of games on the midway illustrated 
the rich display of warmth that Apop-
ka as a city possesses. Spurred on by 
the workers’ callings, many of the at-
tendees also subsequently tested their 
physical skills in an attempt to win 
prizes. The myriad contests provoked 
the cheers of a community rejoicing 
in the glow created as a place to raise 
families.

The prominence and perfect mo-
ment culminated Saturday night in the 
spirit of the attendees who had been 
looking forward to it as the night to 
put aside a long week.

Paradise Amusement provided 

and operated the midway. 
“The number of rides/games Par-

adise Amusement kept in concert with 
what has been a standard,” DeClue 
said. “Once again there was a wide 
range of choices and diversity to en-
joy.”

Introduced four years ago, the 
beer and wine garden continued to 
be a featured and anticipated event. A 
selection of craft beers from Florida 
Beer Company as well as cider, wine, 
and sangria was offered along with 
three musical acts performing. 

Attendees were treated to the 
unique brand of music played by 
Christina Adinolfi (Thursday) and 
Casey Brents (Friday and Saturday).

The final piece of the puzzle 
bringing the tapestry together was 
the 20th annual Apopka Classic Car 
Show. Expressing what drives a per-
son towards becoming a car enthusi-
ast, the car show has been a featured 
activity during every fair and has even 
become a tradition. There were 148 
cars were put on display.

Sponsors of the Apopka Fair in-
cluded Lake Apopka Natural Gas 
District, Herc Rental, Hilton Garden 
Inn, Waste Management, St. Germain 

Chiropractic Clinic, Baptiste Ortho-
dontics and Dentistry For Kids, Mc-
Donald’s, Williams Construction and 
Development, Primerica, DB DeClue 
Brothers Insurance Solutions, Legal 
Shield, First Card Merchant Services, 
Belben Realty Group, and The Apop-
ka Chief and The Planter.
 “Assisting local charities and 
showcasing the beautiful city of 
Apopka is very important to the Ro-
tary Club,” DeClue said. “A record 
number of entries participated in the 
car show and provided sponsorship is 
an indication of the others involved 
agreeing.” 

One example of being able to 
assist multiple organizations raising 
funds is that parking lot attendants re-
ceive a portion of the fees.    

“The effort made by those groups 
who volunteer with the parking area 
and other responsibilities was a great 
job and deserve a special thank-you,” 
DeClue said. 

Wekiva High School ROTC, 
U.S. Naval C-Cadets Corp, and the 
men’s group from First United Meth-
odist Church of Apopka worked the 

Fair: Rides, games kept fair visitor very busy
Continued from page 8A

See fAir Page 11A
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

FURTHER NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2832 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, May 5, 2021 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

April 16, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A,, that PMDW VENTURES, LLC has made an application 
to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a property 
located on the southwest corner of Sadler Road and Golden Gem 
Road, approximately 9.86 +/- acres. This application relates to the 
following described property:

ORDINANCE NO. 2832
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY PMDW 
VENTURES, LLC; LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SADLER 
ROAD AND GOLDEN GEM ROAD; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE 
CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

    Apopka City Council
    Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number:  14-20-27-0000-00-089
Contains: 9.86 +/- acres
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING 

CITY OF APOPKA

Notice is given that public hearings For Ordinance No. 2829 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, May 5, 2021, 
beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible AND 
on Wednesday, May 19, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as possible. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance can be inspected 
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka 
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

April 16, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given that Citrus Ridge Real Estate, LLC has made an 
application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3187(c) and the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka Planning Commission, and 
City Council for a REZONING OF PROPERTY. This application relates to 
the following described property: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2829
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM TRANSITIONAL (T) TO RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY- 
LARGE LOT (RSF-1B), FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 
202 S. BINION ROAD, COMPRISING 19.11 ACRES MORE OR LESS, 
AND OWNED BY CITRUS RIDGE REAL ESTATE, LLC; PROVIDING 
FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, 
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Dept.

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 07-21-28-0000-00-012
Contains: 19.11 +/- Acres

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)
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SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 4/30/21.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 4/30/21.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 4/30/21.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

527 Wekiva Commons Cir., Apopka, FL

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

(407) 880-1007

PROVIDING EVERY FAMILY 
WITH THE CARE AND RESPECT 

THEY DESERVE

LOOMIS 
FUNERAL HOMES

SERVING FAMILIES FOR OVER THREE
GENERATIONS.

LOOMISFUNERALHOMES.COM

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief
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April: Saturday, April 24, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m.; and Sunday, April 25, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. The location is Kit 
Land Nelson Park, 35 S. Park 
Ave., Apopka. The event is free 
and open to the public.   

The festival will feature ju-
ried art and crafts from award-
winning artists and crafters. The 
festival is organized by the Apop-
ka Woman’s Club, in partnership 
with the city of Apopka.  

Most of Heaton’s creations at 
the festival will be part of the Ka-
leidoscope Collection, artworks 
that each has many colorful fused 
pieces of glass. The largest piece, 
which will hang on the back of her 
booth, is “Mardi Gras,” after the 
yearly New Orleans celebration 
that happens the day before Lent. 
Created with 454 pieces of fused 
glass, “Mardi Gras” measures 26 
inches in diameter. Another glass-
work will be a standing sculpture 

of a giant coffee cup, made with 
almost 180 pieces of glass.  

Each of Heaton’s creations is 
unique.  

“I never make any two 
alike,” Heaton said. “Every-
thing I do is one of a kind. Even 
down to my smallest pieces, ev-
erything is always one of a kind. 
I don’t use any commercial pat-
terns. I draw my own patterns and 
have done that since the very be-
ginning. I have a background in 
composition and painting and all 
kinds of other arts and so forth, 
so I’ve always wanted to draw my 
own patterns rather than use com-
mercial patterns drawn by some-
body else. I think that’s not be-
ing an artist; it might be a good 
craftsperson, but it’s not being an 
artist if you use somebody else’s 
work, so I always draw my own.”  

Heaton first exhibited at the 
Apopka Art and Foliage Festival 
in 2000 and has done so on and 
off for years after.  

“The ladies run the show 
very well,” Heaton said. “The 
way things are laid out, it’s real 
organized. It’s a nice setting for a 
show close to home. The people 
who come to the shows seem to 
be very friendly.”  

In addition to stained glass, 
fused glass and glass casting, 
Heaton’s multiple experience in 
different art media include wa-
tercolors, acrylics, graphics, 
clay and wire sculpture, as well 
as woodcarving and bead mak-
ing. She designs and creates cus-
tom corporate gifts.  

Among the many awards 
and prizes Heaton has won over 
the years is being chosen by the 
Florida Bar in 1993 to create two 
custom stained-glass panels, one 
for Florida Supreme Court Jus-
tice Ben Overton, and the other 
for U.S. Attorney General Janet 
Reno.  

In 2007, Heaton received 
the United Arts of Central Flori-

da grant, which was used to fur-
ther her education at a hot glass 
horizons/glass masters advanced 
workshop in Corning, N.Y. In 
2009, one of her platters was se-
lected at the Apopka Art and Fo-
liage Festival to be that year’s 
gift for then-Apopka Mayor John 
Land.  

In 2010 and 2015, she was 
selected to build the custom-tai-
lored awards for National Philan-
thropy Day. In recent years she 
was tapped to create the Arts Plus 
Awards in the Central Florida re-
gion, which recognizes outstand-
ing achievements in teaching.  

Because of her experience 
with many different media, Hea-
ton was tapped to be a judge 
at lots of arts and crafts shows 
and events such as the Apop-
ka Art and Foliage Festival and 
Great Day in the Country in Ovie-
do.  

A portion of all earnings 
from Heaton’s artwork sales go 

to charitable causes that she be-
lieves in including the Disabled 
American Veterans, Paralyzed 
American Veterans, the Humane 
Society and various Native Amer-
ican, wildlife and environmental 
causes.  

Heaton’s art can be viewed 
by appointment, at different art 
shows and at Jewelry of Joy, lo-
cated at 406 Flagler Ave., New 
Smyrna Beach.

Her creations are in numer-
ous homes, offices and galleries 
across the United States, Europe, 
Japan and Australia. She also 
works on commission.    

For more information about 
Heaton, visit www.artistsregistry.
com and click on “Artists” in the 
menu at the top of the home page. 
On the “Artists” page, click on 
“Portfolio,” where you will find 
Cissy Roybal Heaton’s name be-
ing listed. Click on her name to 
view her profile and work.

And she (Potter) said, ‘no, 
actually this is, you know, 
for two years.’ And I never 
gave it another thought be-
cause my brain was still in 
‘what have I done this past 
year?’”

As the award recipi-
ent, Laurendeau was recog-
nized on the amphitheater 
stage at the Apopka Home-
town Showcase at the Sat-
urday Sounds Concert Se-
ries on Saturday, April 10. 
She was presented with a 
plaque and a $250 donation 
to the charity of her choice, 
which she will donate to 
the Apopka High School 
Junior Reserve Officer’s 
Training Corps. She will 
also ride in the 2021 Apop-
ka Christmas Parade, orga-
nized by the Foliage Serto-
ma Club. 

Using Laurendeau’s 
thorough record of veter-

ans’ graves in the Apopka 
cemetery, the city of Apop-
ka was able to participate in 
the national Wreaths Across 
America remembrance for 
the first time on December 
19, 2020.  The city records 
will also be used for future 
remembrance ceremonies. 

The Apopka Elks Club 
and Northwest Orange Re-
publican Women, Federat-
ed donated money to pur-
chase more than 300 re-
membrance wreaths for 
veterans’ graves. 

In the 2020 Wreaths 
Across America, 1.7 mil-
lion veterans’ wreaths were 
placed on headstones at 
2,557 participating loca-
tions nationwide. 

Now all that needs to 
be done is to contact the 
City Clerk’s Office for an 
updated list of decedents 
to identify as veterans in 
the Edgewood-Greenwood 
Cemetery. 

“When it comes time 
– most probably in the 
October timeframe – we 
will contact the city clerk 
again and get the additional 
names,” Laurendeau said. 
“I put them all in a bind-
er after the first year, and 
they’re all in a binder at the 
VFW because my expecta-
tion is that it didn’t happen 
this past year, but in future 
that someone will be in-
spired who’s younger that 
would take on this project 
and see it through.”

According to Lau-
rendeau’s biography sheet 
from Sertoma, she was 
nominated for the Service 
to Mankind honor “because 
she tackled an extreme-
ly ambitious project that 
had been needed and left 
undone for generations to 
honor departed veteran he-
roes.” 

“For her hard, physical 
work, hours of research and 

documentation and, most of 
all, her creativity, positivity 
and enthusiasm to take on 
such an ambitious project, 
Linda Laurendeau is nomi-
nated for the Apopka Proud 
Service to Mankind honor,” 
the sheet said. “She has tru-
ly made our community a 
better place.”

For almost two weeks 
in July 2019, volunteers 
identified nearly 350 veter-
ans’ graves in Edgewood-
Greenwood Cemetery to 
compile a list of fallen he-
roes for the community to 

honor. 
Laurendeau and re-

tired Army Col. Loret-
ta Forlaw did much of the 
cemetery walk. Assisting 
them at times were Apopka 
resident Geri Unrue; Ryan 
Popp, Forlaw’s grand-
nephew; and Alice Boria, a 
member of Veterans of For-
eign Wars Auxiliary. The 
volunteers used cemetery 
records furnished by the 
city clerk’s office. 

Since completing the 
project, Laurendeau has 
been invited to speak about 

the veterans’ graves identi-
fication project to the Rota-
ry Club of Apopka, and the 
Northwest Orange Repub-
lican Women, Federated

Anyone who belongs 
to an organization that 
would like Laurendeau to 
speak about the project 
may contact her at LLau-
rendea@aol.com. 

Families of deceased 
veterans who wish to have 
them recognized may call 
the city clerk’s office at 
407-703-1704 with the vet-
eran’s information.

Dancers from Apopka studio KidzDance competed in March against others 
from dozens of studios around the state for honors at Showstopper, the larg-
est dance competition in the country. The dancers from KidzDance received 
the following awards, Alani Ezzai, 10th place overall in Teen Competitive Solo; 
‘’Go The Distance’’ received 7th place overall in Mini Competitive Duet/Trio; 
‘’Shake The Room’’ received 7th place overall in Mini Competitive Small; Abi-
gail Egan received 7th place overall in Mini Advanced Solo; ‘’Walking Papers’’ 
received 8th place overall in Teen Competitive Duet/Trio; and KidzDance, Inc. 
received four double-platinum awards and nine platinum awards. The awards 
qualify the dancers to go to the Showstopper National Finals in either San-
dusky, Mashantucket, Myrtle Beach, Kissimmee, Anaheim, or Galveston this 
summer.

Dance award winners

parking lots. 
“Again, thanks to all the people, fam-

ilies and sponsors who came out or were 
involved,” DeClue said. “Most important-
ly, we appreciate the support received from 
the community and attendees. Attendees 
are as much appreciated as is the city of 
Apopka and recreation department’s staff. 
There is no reason for the fair in the first 

place without the attendees. 
“The city of Apopka does a wonderful 

job of keeping the facilities in the kind of 
condition suitable and in order for putting 
on the fair. Support received from the city 
is always appreciated. Area schools’ distri-
bution of the flyers to the students was ap-
preciated.”

With the Apopka Fair in the books, or-
ganizers’ attention turns to the Fall Festi-
val, tentatively set for mid-November.

Continued from page 9A

Fair: Organizers’ attention now 
turns to November’s Fall Festival

Glass: Art, foliage festival set for April 24-25 at Kit Land Nelson Park
Continued from page 1A

Award: Laurendeau received $250 to donate to a preferred charity
Continued from page 1A
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2837 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, May 5, 2021 beginning 
at 1:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

April 16, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that GL SUMMIT ENGINEERING, INC. has made an 
application to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION 
of a property located on the southwest corner of Sadler Road and 
Golden Gem Road, approximately 10.41 +/- acres. This application 
relates to the following described property:

ORDINANCE NO. 2837
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY DONNA 
AND CARL REDDER; LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SADLER 
ROAD AND GOLDEN GEM ROAD; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE 
CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

    Apopka City Council
    Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Numbers:  14-20-27-0000-00-066; 14-20-27-0000-00-085
Contains: 10.41 +/- acres
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