
their position was because 
of God’s intervention in 
their choices. I think the 
first step toward society’s 
downward trend was when 
we allowed people to tell 
us Bible reading and prayer 
was wrong and should be 
prohibited in American 
public schools.

In 1963, the Supreme 
Court was led to that de-
cision by the efforts of 
an atheist by the name of 
Madalyn Murray O’Hair. 
Those of us who never 
took that movement seri-
ously are to blame. 

We allowed the few 
dissidents to overthrow one 
of the basic lessons taught 
that brought peace and re-
spect to and for children of 
all ages.

Years ago, the Bible 
was necessary reading be-
cause books were scarce, 
but almost everyone had 
a family Bible. Suddenly, 

reading the Bible in a pub-
lic school became prohib-
ited and with that, prayer 
also became prohibited, 
leaving the children with-
out a definite line with 
which to compare their be-
havior.

Today, we have teach-
ers who dread walking into 
a classroom filled with 
children who have noth-
ing to guide their princi-
pal actions. Once upon a 
time, people remembered 
that the Bible was a per-
fect guide to daily living, 
whether you were a Chris-
tian or not. 

The Bible was held 
as a standard in the Unit-
ed States of America and 
when we got rid of the 
standard, we wiped out the 
sharing, the respect, the 
love for others, the deter-
mination for upward living, 
the reason for living, and, 
more than everything else, 
the idea our lives were in-
credibly empowered by 

someone greater than our-
selves, and there was noth-
ing impossible for those so 
empowered.

Our Constitution states 
that we are endowed with 
unalienated rights given to 
us by our Creator and one 
of those rights is to use our 
minds to show the world 
that Democracy works.

 The way of people 
today is found in a quote 
by John Bright. He said, 
“He is a self-made man and 
worships his creator.” And 
lastly the Bible says in the 
very last verse of the very 
last chapter of the book of 
Judges, 21:25: “In those 
days, there was no king in 
Israel: every man did that 
which was right in his own 
eyes.”

Where there is no 
standard by which to gov-
ern our actions and daily 
living, we are set to sail the 
desperate and storm-tossed 
seas of life without a rud-
der, and no land in sight.
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Keith Truenow (Dist. 31) ............. 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

Hayden: Basic lessons of right,  
wrong were changed by a few

tation to the South Apop-
ka Safe Group under the 
leadership of Rogers Beck-
ett. Our group is making 
tremendous progress now 
that we are all working to-
gether. 

The past meeting was 
held on the status of the 
county’s Wheatley Small 
Area Study that recom-

mended many infrastruc-
ture improvements. 

I’m glad that I in-
quired because we leaders 
keep staff focused on the 
important tasks at hand. 
You will hear more about 
these as they are complet-
ed.

Now for the drum roll, 
please. There are more 
than $9,342,158 of im-
provements scheduled at 

our district parks and natu-
ral lands: Trimble, Kelly, 
Magnolia, Clarcona Horse-
man’s Park, and Lake Lu-
cie. 

At Trimble Park, re-
pairs are being made to the 
boat launch area and com-
plete upgrades of the bath-
rooms. 

Kelly Park improve-
ments were completed ear-
ly. The repairs to the sea-

wall and boardwalks are 
stunning. I highly recom-
mend you make a visit dur-
ing the week. 

Most of you are aware 
of the major renovations 
on the west side of Magno-
lia Park. 

Additionally, the 
county purchased land to 
extend the West Orange 
Trail to the Lake Apopka 
Loop Trail. 

I cannot wait for the 
trail extension to be com-
pleted but I understand it is 
still a few years out. 

As for Magnolia Park, 
the septic system will 
be converted to sewer, a 
boardwalk constructed on 

the lake, an inclusive play-
ground added, and an eco-
tourism center built by the 
end of 2021. 

Lake Lucie conser-
vation land off Plymouth-
Sorrento Road nearly into 
Plymouth will be receiving 
funding for an equestrian 
shade structure. 

I can tell you shade in 
our hot climate is never a 
want but a need. It is im-
portant our citizens and 
four-legged friends are 
able to exercise and exer-
cise outdoors even during 
the heat of the summer.

Finally, funding is 
budgeted for electrical up-
grades to all the district 

parks. 
Additional parks in-

clude Apopka Station, Riv-
erside Acres, Clarcona 
Trailhead, East and West 
Tangerine, Willow Street, 
and Roosevelt Nichols. 

I hope I haven’t for-
gotten any others in Dis-
trict 2. Keeping things at 
all facilities in working or-
der is vital.

Thank you to Orange 
County staff for doing your 
very best for District Two. 

I am grateful to the lo-
cal taxpayers, small and 
large businesses, and tour-
ists who make all of the 
funding possible for Dis-
trict 2 improvements.

Continued from page 2A

on education institutions. 
This bill contains informa-
tion that would address the 
effect the pandemic had on 
schools and make account-
ability provisions. 

The bill contemplates 
that school grades be cal-
culated but only used for 
positive reasons like ex-
iting schools from turn-
around status or bonus pro-
grams.

Currently, if a school 
grade drops or state test-
ing levels fall, a school, 
teacher, or even a student, 
can be held accountable 
through school grades, sal-
aries, or retention. This bill 
aims to recognize this year 
is like no other and should 
be treated as such. 

HB 383/SB 590 ad-
dresses the involuntary ex-
amination of minors (Bak-
er Act) and would require 
schools to make a reason-
able attempt to notify par-
ents before a child is re-
moved from school. We 
already do this in OCPS, 
but it is important for all 
school districts to do this.

HB 157/SB 280 would 
require basic first aid in-
struction and CPR train-
ing to be incorporated into 
9th grade and 11th grade 
instruction. We have been 
having a special day each 
year where we partner with 
the American Heart Associ-
ation and train high school 
students in CPR, but hav-
ing it be ingrained in the 
curriculum for all students 
would be a great way to get 
widespread training.

SB 86 is what has 
been known as the Bright 
Futures Bill. 

This bill has under-
gone many changes but 
what is important to know 
is that it would change the 
funding that is provided to 
students who work towards 
the Bright Future Scholar-
ship to pay for college.

Right now, a student 
can qualify for 75 percent 
or 100 percent of their col-
lege tuition to be paid by 
the scholarship based on 
certain criteria they’ve met 
in high school like GPA, 
test scores and communi-
ty service hours. This bill 
would do away with that 

set amount and the scholar-
ship would vary each year 
based on the state’s budget.

We feel like this will 
make college planning very 
difficult for many students 
and families, especially our 
lower-income students. 

Some students depend 
on this scholarship and 
work very hard each year 
to qualify for it. It’s hard 
to make plans if you don’t 
know how much you will 
be receiving from year to 
year.

There are several other 
bills that are worth watch-
ing. 

You can follow all 
the action happening in 
the legislature by visiting 
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/

Please help advocate 
for strong education poli-
cy! Legislators really listen 
to constituents/voters. 

Our local delegation 
includes: Sen. Randolf 
Bracy, bracy.randolph@
flsenate.gov; Rep. Keith 
Truenow, keith.truenow@
myfloridahouse.gov; and 
Rep. Kamia Brown, kamia.
brown@myfloridahouse.
gov.

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: SB 86, Bright Futures Bill 
may have yearly funding changes

Continued from page 2A

Moore: District parks and natural lands getting much needed work
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
LARGE SCALE FUTURE LAND USE 

AMENDMENT CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for the future land use 
ordinance will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
April 21, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, 
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

April 9, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184, Florida Statutes 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that the Andrew McCown of GAI 
Consultants, Inc. has made an application to the City of Apopka 
Planning Commission and the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE 
LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO “CITY” RESIDENTIAL HIGH 
(0-15 DU/AC) FOR 50.2 +/- ACRES. This application relates to the 
following described properties located west of State Route 429 and 
north of West Orange Blossom Trail.

ORDINANCE NO. 2773
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO “CITY” RESIDENTIAL HIGH FOR CERTAIN 
REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED WEST OF STATE ROUTE 429 
AND NORTH OF WEST ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL, OWNED BY COLLIER 
BENGE LAND JOINT VENTURE LLC; COMPRISING 50.2 ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel I.Ds.: 27-20-36-0000-00-074, 27-20-36-0000-00-048, 
27-20-36-0000-00-085, 27-20-36-0000-00-066, 27-20-36-0000-
00-083, 27-20-36-0000-00-068, 28-21-06-7172-16-020, 28-21-
06-7172-16-040, 28-21-06-7172-16-030, 27-20-36-0000-00-047, 
27-20-36-0000-00-052, 36-20-27-0000-00-093, 36-20-27-0000-00-
075, 06-21-28-7172-16-051
Contains: 50.2 +/- Acres
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 An Apopka man turned 
himself in on Monday, April 
5, on charges related to a hit-
and-run fatal crash in March 
where a pedestrian was killed 
while near U.S. Highway 441 
in Apopka.
 Pablo Hernandez-Santa 
Cruz, 30, turned himself in 
to the Orange County Jail on 
charges of leaving the scene 
of a crash involving death and 
tampering with physical evi-
dence. 

The charges stem from a 
fatal traffic crash on March 24 
from the area of U.S. 441 and 

First Street in Apopka. Inves-
tigators from the Apopka Po-
lice Department responded to 
the crash and recovered evi-
dence from the scene that as-
sisted them in identifying the 
suspect vehicle.

During the investigation, 
they discovered photographic 
evidence of the vehicle and 
its driver. The information 
gathered led investigators to 
the home of Hernandez-San-
ta Cruz where the vehicle was 
recovered and identification 
of him as the owner of the ve-
hicle was made. 

“Due to the thorough in-
vestigation, an arrest warrant 
for Pablo Hernandez-Santa 
Cruz was obtained,” Officer 
Ashley Eller wrote in a press 
release.

“Due to the mounting 
pressure of the case against 
him, he turned himself in to 
the Orange County Jail to 
face the charges.”

Officer Eller said that the 
Apopka Police Department 
would like to thank all in-
volved in the successful iden-
tification of Hernandez-Santa 
Cruz and his vehicle.

 The following is from 
the Orange County Library 
System.

National Library Week 
takes place from April 4-10 
to raise awareness about the 
role of libraries and to rec-
ognize library workers’ con-
tributions to the communi-
ty. The theme of this year’s 
weeklong celebration is 
“Welcome to Your Library,” 
and Orange County Library 
System will participate by 
giving away a free ticket to 
WonderWorks to customers 
who sign up for a new library 
card during National Library 
Week. Visit ocls.info/nation-
al-library-week for more in-
formation. 

On April 17, join the 
conversation as we welcome 
scientist and best-selling au-
thor Hope Jahren during Big 

Read Keynote: A Talk with 
Hope Jahren. This year’s Big 
Read author will read from 
and talk about her book Lab 
Girl in a virtual discussion. 
Big Read closes on April 
24 with an online Garden-
ing Festival. From 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. participate in virtu-
al workshops lead by local 
organizations as they share 
their expertise on the types of 
plants you can grow in your 
own homes. 

This year’s Summer 
Reading Program runs from 
May 30-August 1 with plen-
ty of fun and educational vir-
tual events for all ages. Priz-
es for this year’s kids Sum-
mer Reading Program have 
been generously donated by 
Window World of Central 
Florida. Registration open 
on April 1. Visit ocls.info/
srp for more details. 

All of our events are vir-
tual, and available online for 
free with an Orange County 
Library System card. If you 
have any questions about the 
information shared below, 
call 407-835-7323. Check 
at ocls.info for a complete 
listing of all library events.   
One Minute Film Festival  
Saturday, April 10, 2:45 p.m. 

Life Screenings Inter-
national Short Film Festival 
explores what happens when 
a film festival and public li-
brary mash-up. Films are 
chosen on the basis that they 
show a world we love to live 
in. 
https:/ /attend.ocls. info/
event/4723423  
Fungi in the Kitchen with 
Fungi Jon  
Wednesday, April 14, 7:30 
p.m. 

Florida mushroom farm-
er and mycologist Fungi Jon 
will show you the benefits 
of incorporating mushrooms 
into your diet while teach-
ing you simple and amazing 
ways to prepare them in your 
kitchen. 
https:/ /attend.ocls. info/
event/4841123  
Library Pop-up: Horizon 
West StoryWalk  
Winter Garden Branch  
Saturday, April 17, 10 a.m.-
4 p.m. 

Engage in a self-guided, 
outdoor reading experience. 
StoryWalk is an educational 
opportunity that invites fam-
ilies to stroll along a book 
posted along a popular walk-
ing path in the community. 
https:/ /attend.ocls. info/

event/4853329  
Big Read Keynote: A Talk 
with Hope Jahren 
Saturday, April 17, noon  

Scientist and author 
Hope Jahren will discuss 
her book Lab Girl. NEA Big 
Read is a program of the Na-
tional Endowment for the 
Arts in partnership with Arts 
Midwest. 
https:/ /attend.ocls. info/
event/4630218  
Self-Publishing 101 
Sunday, April 18, 2 p.m.  

If you’ve decided you 
want to publish your own 
book, where do you start? 
Indie author L.E. Perez 
will walk you through your 
choices, options and the dos 
and don’ts of self-publishing. 
https:/ /attend.ocls. info/
event/4947494  
Cuisine Corner: Plant-
Based Indian Dishes 
Monday, April 19, 6:30 p.m. 

Join culinary expert Di-
anne Morin as she demon-
strates how to make dal, a 
popular Indian dish made 
with lentil and spices. Also, 
learn how to make a deli-
cious stuffed cauliflower po-
tato naan. 
https:/ /attend.ocls. info/
event/4823785

Pablo Hernandez-Santa 
Cruz turned himself in.

Man charged in fatal hit-and-run crash

Orange County Library plans special events
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City Driving School
Learn to Drive Quickly!

• Instructors - Courteous & Experienced
• On-line Classes Available 
• Traffi c Ticket Class, 4 hrs, 8 hrs & 12 hrs ADI

Got A Ticket?
Take Traffi c School...

State Approved • 10 A N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.citydrivingschooloc.com

Call for an appointment or drop in and see us.

• First-Time Drive Class (D.A.T.C.)
• Driving Lessons for All Ages
• Driver License Road Tests  (Car Available)
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2837 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 
120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, April 21, 2021 
beginning at 7:00 p.m., AND on Wednesday, May 5, 2021 beginning at 
1:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

April 9, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A, that GL SUMMIT ENGINEERING, INC. has made an 
application to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION 
of a property located on the southwest corner of Sadler Road and 
Golden Gem Road, approximately 10.41 +/- acres. This application 
relates to the following described property:

ORDINANCE NO. 2837
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY DONNA 
AND CARL REDDER; LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SADLER 
ROAD AND GOLDEN GEM ROAD; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE 
CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Numbers:  14-20-27-0000-00-066; 
       14-20-27-0000-00-085
Contains: 10.41 +/- acres
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING 

CITY OF APOPKA

Notice is given that the City of Apopka City Council will hold 
a public hearing to consider Ordinance No. 2828 at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, April 
21, 2021 beginning at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance and Master Plan 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

April 9, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given that K Hovnanian Cambridge Homes, LLC has 
made an application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3187(c) 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission, and City Council for a REZONING OF PROPERTY. This 
application relates to the following described property: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2828
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM TRANSITIONAL (T) TO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD), 
FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 810 S. BINION ROAD, 
COMPRISING 31.4 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY CLONTS FARM, 
INC.; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 18-21-28-0000-00-001
Contains: 31.4 +/- Acres
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tinues today, Friday, April 
9, and will close on Sunday, 
April 11, at 8 p.m.

Organized by the Rota-
ry Club of Apopka and with 
the city of Apopka’s sup-
port, the fair is a symbol of 
the kind of environment the 
area promotes. 

“Progression of ex-
ecuting the plan has ad-
vanced steadily over the 
past few weeks,” Chris 
DeClue, Rotarian and 
past president of the Ro-
tary Club, said earlier this 
week. “Organizing the fair 
has continued on time and 
moved forward. Right now, 
this week is about execut-
ing the finishing touch-
es, putting up the tents 
and park set-up for exam-
ple. Such as new locations 
for the rides and midway 
games, the minor changes 
have been executed.”

Proceeds from the fair 
are donated to local chari-
ties, service organizations, 
schools, and other commu-
nity institutions.   

No new news is good 
news as far as the fair is 
concerned. As the symbol 
of the environment promot-
ed by the area, newer addi-
tions over recent years have 
only increased what was an 
already high level of antici-
pation.

 “Events held with 
the intention of reflect-
ing an area for a substan-
tial amount of time is ex-
citing and a blessing to the 
particular area,” DeClue 
said. “For 20 years now, 
the Apopka Fair is a source 
of pride for the Rotary 
Club. The bigger pride is 
for bettering the communi-
ty through the fair though. 
The fair for 20 years is not 
only good for the Rotary 
Club, but even more so for 
the city of Apopka and resi-
dents. 

“Twenty years has 
gone by quickly. And we 
couldn’t deliver a fair once 
without involvement from 
other entities, let alone 20. 
Thanks to all entities who 
have supported and gotten 
involved with the fair.”  

The pandemic unques-
tionably makes for differ-
ent concerns than during 
other fairs as well, but no 
less a focus during the ex-
ecution.

“Enjoyment and fun 
for all attendees is a mea-
surement for success, 
which we all can find value 
in right now,” DeClue said. 
“We want everyone to be 
safe in the process though. 
Following known protocols 
is encouraged. Amount of 
hand sanitizers and wash-
ing stations is an example. 
Number of locations will 
be more than usual. Anoth-
er layer of safety for every-
one is added in exchange 
for only a few more min-
utes of preparation. 

“Support received 
from the city is always ap-
preciated. This year, sin-
cere appreciation is ex-
pressed for the city’s faith 
in us to run the fair safely 
as well.”   

The Apopka Fair has 
matured but continues to 
evolve. An essence of the 
uniqueness presented by 
the area through a family-
first theme is put on display 
during the weekend. How-
ever, diversity makes the 
uniqueness possible.

“Focus on family has 
always been at the top of 
what makes the fair suc-
cessful list,” DeClue said. 
“The conduciveness to 
raising children and grow-
ing family themes makes 
this area unique. Apopka’s 
way of life is centered on 
the family and the values 
are family-based. If the fair 
represents Apopka and the 
area, family themes should 
be the driving force. We try 
to put on a better fair with-
in the context of Apopka’s 
uniqueness driven by those 
family themes every year.”

Consisting of about 50 
combined rides and games, 
the midway will be run by 
Paradise Amusements.  

The sounds, smells, 
and shining chrome of au-
tomobiles will also return 
as a further expression of 
the fair’s purpose. Held as 
part of every Apopka Fair, 
the 20th annual Rotarian 
Lowell’s Classic Car Show 
at the Apopka Fair (pre-
sented by the Rotary Club 
of Apopka) takes place on 
Saturday.

Awards have grown to 
roughly double the number 
presented at the end of the 
first show and have become 
staples of the event. 

Butch Johnson of 
WJBJ Crusin’ with the 
Classics will serve as DJ. 
  This year’s Celebri-
ty Choice presenter is Tom 
Terry, WFTV Channel 9 
chief meteorologist.

Registration before 
the show is encouraged. 
Day of show registration 
is $10 and begins at 9:30 
a.m. Opening ceremony is 
scheduled for 10 a.m. At 
1:30 p.m., the awards pre-
sentation will take place.      

Another stalwart mak-
ing the fair special is the as-
sortment of food vendors. 
However, the focus remains 
on a variety of choices.

Other miscellaneous 
vendors will be present as 
well.

The beer and wine gar-
den quickly became a fea-
tured, as well as looked for-
ward to, component of the 
fair. Florida Beer Company 
provides the drinks.

“Growth has been 
steady since the first fair 
in conjunction with orga-
nizers providing more as-
pects of relaxation for the 
attendees every year,” De-
Clue said. “But organiz-
ers felt the time to provide 
attendees with a directly-
for-the-purpose of relax-
ing area had come. We try 
to stick with what has been 
done in the past and relying 
on the more traditional ac-
tivities. But again, the fair 
shouldn’t be entirely about 
offering the same exact ac-
tivities over and over every 
year. We want to include di-
versity and new experienc-
es for everyone.”

The menu is as fol-
lows: 16 oz beer/cider and 
6 oz. wine are $5.

Musical artists Chris-
tina Adinolfi, Casey Brents 
and Daniel Ericks will also 
perform at the Beer and 
Wine Garden.     

“The Beer and Wine 
Garden is supposed to be 
an area where those over 21 
can relax and enjoy them-
selves, take a load off so 
to speak,” DeClue said. “A 
good value will also be in-
cluded to further create an 
atmosphere of relaxation 
and enjoyment. Security is 
present at all times to avoid 
abuse.” 

Family night will once 
again be held on Thursday, 
April 8, along with free 
parking.

Armbands are avail-
able on Thursday for $20. 
By purchasing an arm-
band, attendees can ride the 
rides an unlimited amount. 
A $2-off coupon for arm-
bands purchased between 
noon and 2 p.m. on Sunday 
can be found in the Apopka 
Fair flyer. However, arm-
bands are valid until 4 p.m. 
on Sunday. The full price 
is $20 for 24 tickets. Pric-
es for tickets and number of 
tickets for each ride are set 
by Paradise Amusements 
and subject to change.

Hours for the fair are 
5-10 p.m. on Thursday. On 
Friday, the fair opens at 5 
p.m. and closes at 11 p.m. 
Saturday hours are noon to 
11 p.m. Noon until 8 p.m. 
are the hours of operation 
on Sunday.   

Admission into the fair 
is free. However, parking is 
$5 for an entire day. Ani-
mals are not allowed on the 
property.

Sponsors of the Apop-
ka Fair include Lake Apop-
ka Natural Gas District, 
Herc Rental, Hilton Gar-
den Inn, Waste Manage-
ment, St. Germain Chi-
ropractic Clinic, Baptiste 
Orthodontics and Dentist-
ry For Kids, McDonald’s, 
Williams Construction and 
Development, Primerica, 
DB DeClue Brothers In-
surance Solutions, Legal 
Shield, First Card Mer-
chant Services, Belben Re-
alty Group, and The Apop-
ka Chief and The Planter.

“Assisting local char-
ities and showcasing the 
beautiful city of Apopka is 
very important to the Rota-
ry Club,” DeClue said. 

One example of that is 
multiple organizations vol-
unteer as parking lot atten-
dants and receive a portion 
of the fees.    

“To last this long is 
an accomplishment in it-
self and more reason for the 
excitement,” DeClue said. 
“However, the communi-
ty is just as responsible for 
the fair’s success over the 
course of the 20 years. The 
fair is a massive undertak-
ing, far more people than 
the organizers are needed.

“Every year organizers 
are excited to hold and run 
the fair, no different than 
previous years. The excite-
ment this year is different in 
the sense of perhaps the fair 

provides some relief emo-
tionally from the pandemic, 
even if for a few hours. Ev-
eryone can use relief emo-
tionally at this point. Even 
the fact of the fair taking 
place during the spring 
again in itself is normalcy 
to some. And normalcy is 
also relief to some.” 

For more information, 
including any activities/
events and sponsorships, 
visit www.apopkafair.com. 
For information about the 
car show on Saturday, call 
director Lowell Swanberg 
at 407-886-5844.

Fair: Car show will highlight Saturday’s event
Continued from page 1A

The Apopka Sam’s Club location is recipient of the April 2021 District 2 Business 
Curb Appeal Award. Orange County Commissioner District 2 Christine Moore select-
ed Sam’s Club primarily for the attention to always maintaining the trees and bushes. 
Even in heavy growing season, the store on Orange Blossom Trail presents a clean ap-
pearance. Keeping foliage and bushes trimmed and neat enhances the properties of all 
who work or do business around such responsible operations as Apopka Sam’s Club.

Beautification award
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
LARGE SCALE FUTURE LAND USE 

AMENDMENT CITY OF APOPKA

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for the future land use 
ordinance will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
April 21, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, 
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

April 9, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184, Florida Statutes 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that the Andrew McCown of GAI 
Consultants, Inc. has made an application to the City Council for 
a CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO 
“CITY” COMMERCIAL FOR 23.73 +/- ACRES. This application relates to 
the following described properties located west of State Route 429 
and north of West Orange Blossom Trail.

ORDINANCE NO. 2774
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING 
THE FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN OF THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE 
DESIGNATION FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO “CITY” COMMERCIAL FOR 
CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY LOCATED WEST OF STATE ROUTE 
429 AND NORTH OF WEST ORANGE BLOSSOM TRAIL, OWNED BY COLLIER 
BENGE LAND JOINT VENTURE LLC; COMPRISING 23.73 ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel I.Ds.: 27-20-36-0000-00-085, 27-20-36-0000-00-083, 27-
20-36-0000-00-047, 28-21-06-7172-16-020, 28-21-06-7172-16-030, 
27-20-36-0000-00-052, 28-21-06-7172-16-051, 28-21-06-7172-16-
070, 28-21-06-7172-16-060, 28-21-06-7172-16-050, 06-21-28-7172-
16-040
Contains: 23.73 +/- Acres

SUDOKU ANSWERS: PAGE 12A
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been cancelled for many 
reasons, including the facts 
that it wasn’t making much 
money, that not enough 
people wanted to go on the 
bus tours, that many foli-
age places didn’t want to 
remain open on weekends 
and pay somebody extra 
to show the people around, 
and that it was difficult get-
ting a bus to transport peo-
ple. 

The Apopka Art and 
Foliage Festival will fea-
ture juried art and crafts 
from award-winning art-
ists and crafters. The festi-
val committee is managed 
by the Apopka Woman’s 
Club, which partners with 

the city of Apopka to mount 
the event. 

At least 66 art and 
crafts vendors will join the 
festival. More artists and 
crafters are expected to fill 
more spots in the coming 
weeks. 

The following are 
some of this year’s featured 
foliage specialists: Amaryl-
lis Spectacularis-amaryllis; 
Green’s Nursery-variety of 
plants, landscaping, veg-
etable plants, cacti; Jim’s 
Bonsai-bonsai arrange-
ments; Just Plumerias-plu-
merias; Liner Patch-land-
scape plants; Long & Scott 
Farms-corn, fresh veg-
etables; Our Vital Earth, 
Inc.-Can-O-Worms com-
poster, worm castings, ver-

mi liquid (worm tea); 
Seminole Springs Antique 
Rose and Herb Farm-an-
tique roses, herbs; T&T Bo-
tanicals LLC-tillandsia (air 
plant), bromeliads, brome-

liad arrangements.
For more informa-

tion about the Apopka Art 
and Foliage Festival, vis-
it www.apopkaartandfoli-
agefestival.org.

More than 90 people 
joined together under the big 
tent at Church of the Holy 
Spirit in Apopka to celebrate 
Easter Sunday.

After worshiping the 
last few months under strict 
COVID-19 guidelines, wor-
shipping outdoors offered 
the opportunity for many pa-
rishioners to see each other 
for the first time in quite a 
while. The tent was just the 
beginning. Moving all the 
necessary parts to make the 
service possible was quite 
a feat. Fr. Rob Griffith, rec-
tor of Holy Spirit, was not 
only able to recreate the set-
ting of the altar for worship, 
but also provide the technol-
ogy for sound, music, and the 
continuing live streaming of 
Sunday services. A group ef-
fort of the Vestry, the Altar 
Guild, and the Women of the 
Church, provided the neces-
sary support to accomplish 

the task.
The Church of the Holy 

Spirit hopes to offer future 
outdoor service for special 
occasions, and will continue 

to hold regular Sunday ser-
vices, socially distanced, at 
9 a.m. in the main church on 
their Apopka campus, locat-
ed at 601 S. Highland Av-

enue. Drive-through com-
munion is offered following 
the service for those close 
by who watch the service 
livestreamed.

Continued from page 1A

Festival: Arts, crafts, foliage highlight event

Church of Holy Spirit has special Easter service

Fr. Rob Griffith, rector of Church of the Holy Spirit in Apopka, held the special 
Easter service under a large tent.
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
ANNEXATION

CITY OF APOPKA

FURTHER NOTICE is given that public hearings for Ordinance No. 2832 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, April 
21, 2021 beginning at 7:00 p.m., AND on Wednesday, May 5, 2021 
beginning at 1:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Annexation can be inspected at 
the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City 
Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

April 9, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Florida Statutes 171.044, the 
Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article 
II, Section 2.5.1.A,, that PMDW VENTURES, LLC has made an application 
to the City of Apopka City Council for an ANNEXATION of a property 
located on the southwest corner of Sadler Road and Golden Gem 
Road, approximately 9.86 +/- acres. This application relates to the 
following described property:

ORDINANCE NO. 2832
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY PMDW 
VENTURES, LLC; LOCATED ON THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF SADLER 
ROAD AND GOLDEN GEM ROAD; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE 
CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Parcel Identifi cation Number:  14-20-27-0000-00-089
Contains: 9.86 +/- acres
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

Notice is given that public hearing for Ordinance No. 2820 will be 
held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled 
meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 
E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, April 21, 2021, 
beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Zoning ordinance can be inspected 
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka 
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

April 9, 2021

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Sec. 166.041(3)(c), Florida Statutes 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, 
Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Appian Engineering, LLC. has made 
an application, to the City of Apopka City Council, and Apopka 
Planning Commission for a change in Zoning from AG (Agriculture) 
to RSF-1B (Residential Single-Family – Large Lot). This application 
relates to the following described properties located on the north 
side of Ponkan Road, east of Poverty Lane. 

ORDINANCE NO. 2827
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM AG(AGRICULTURE) TO RSF-1B (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-
FAMILY – LARGE LOT) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE 
NORTH SIDE OF PONKAN ROAD, EAST OF POVERTY LANE, COMPRISING 
23.4 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY FTI FUNDING, LLC, 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

Parcel I.D.: 24-20-27-0000-00-005, 24-20-27-0000-00-076
Contains: 23.4 +/- Acres

THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSE ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

PLAN UPDATE

NOTICE is given that public hearing on the 
proposed amendments will be held by the 
City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council 
Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. 
Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, 
April 21, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or 
as soon thereafter as possible.  Public 
hearing notices are also posted at www.
apopka.net.

Affected parties and the public may appear 
at the above listed hearing to speak. The 
proposed Capital Improvements Element 
amendment (Recreation Improvements) can 
be inspected at the Apopka Community 
Development Department located at Apopka 
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address 
shown below. Please be advised that, under 
State law, if you decide to appeal a decision 
made with respect to this matter, you will 
need a record of the proceedings and may 
need to ensure that a verbatim record is 
made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to 
participate in any of these proceedings 
should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 
120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, 
Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

  Apopka City Council
 Community Development Department

April 9, 2021

ORDINANCE NO. 2826
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, 
FLORIDA, ADOPTING 2021/2022 THROUGH 
2026/2027 FIVE YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
ANNUAL UPDATE; PROVIDING FOR 
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR EXCLUSION 
FROM CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOTICE is hereby given that the CITY OF APOPKA has 
made an application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 
163.3187 and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article 2, Section 2.5.1.B, to 
the City of Apopka City Council, and Apopka Planning 
Commission for an AMENDMENT TO THE APOPKA 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
ELEMENT, UPDATING THE FIVE YEAR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS PLAN TO ADDRESS RECREATION 
IMPROVEMENTS. 
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