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Dear Friends and Visitors,
The GFWC Apopka Woman’s Club, in partnership with the city of Apopka, welcomes you to the 59th annual Apopka Art and Foliage Festival! Last year, we had to
cancel because of COVID-19. This year, we’re back bigger than ever. Enjoy the festival, folks!
The site of the festival is the beautiful Kit Land Nelson Park in the center of
Apopka. The festival will feature juried art and crafts from award-winning artists and
crafters. Stroll through the locally grown foliage area and pick up a plant or tree for
your home. There will be entertainment and music in the gazebo. Walk down concession row and enjoy lunch. This year, we have added a Beer and Wine Garden to the
mix. Stop by the conservation area to see bees in a hive and learn about bear management. Visit with a plant doctor to get your plant and foliage questions answered.
A big thank-you goes out to John Ricketson, publisher of The Apopka Chief and
The Planter, and his staff for their continued support of the festival. And we are grateful to Mayor Bryan Nelson and the city staff for all their help getting this festival off
the ground. We’d like to thank all our sponsors, donors, Apopka residents, and visitors for making this weekend a success.
We would not have this event without the year-long work of the members of the
Apopka Woman’s Club. They work tirelessly to bring this annual event to their community. All money earned from the festival goes back into the community in the form
of scholarships and donations.
We look forward to seeing you at the festival. Come on out to enjoy the arts and
crafts, the foliage, the entertainment, the food, and the people at the 59th annual
Apopka Art and Foliage Festival! To learn more about the festival, visit
ApopkaArtandFoliageFestival.org.
Joann Castillo, co-chairman		
Geri Garnet Unrue, co-chairman
2021 Art and Foliage Festival		
2021 Art and Foliage Festival
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Dear Apopka Residents and Visitors to Our Community,
Our congratulations go out to the many community-minded folks who
work all year long to make the Apopka Art and Foliage Festival a success. This
2021 event is the 59th annual Apopka Art and Foliage Festival and, once again, it
should be another great year for the festival, especially after last year’s cancellation
due to COVID-19.
We extend our best wishes and gratitude to the members of the GFWC
Apopka Woman’s Club, the organizers of this outstanding yearly event. It is a pleasure to see a spirit of cooperation from so many people in our community.
Kit Land Nelson, for whom our festival park is named, was a community
activist who worked tirelessly in many organizations, but was especially involved
in the sponsorship of the Apopka Art and Foliage Festival by the Apopka Woman’s
Club. The staff members of the city of Apopka’s Parks and Recreation Department
work tirelessly in maintaining the beauty of this park, as do members of the city’s
police and fire departments in handling the many responsibilities that go along with
helping to make this festival such a success.
We are proud to bring the 59th annual Apopka Art and Foliage Festival
special edition to you in 2021. The Apopka Chief and The Planter are pleased to be
part of the festival tradition, and we believe that thousands will enjoy the festival,
surpassing all expectations.
All visitors are welcomed to our community and especially to the Apopka
Art and Foliage Festival. Our wish is that you soon return to our great city.
Sincerely,
John E. Ricketson
Publisher, The Apopka Chief and The Planter
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Eﬃcient, clean,
local natural gas.

Flowering plants like these, as well as non-flowering plants are available for purchase at the 59th annual Apopka Art and Foliage Festival April 24-25.

It’s great to have festival back
after last year’s cancellation

Nearing the 60th year of bringing us
the Apopka Art and Foliage Festival, it’s
amazing what can happen when a special
group of ladies – the GFWC Apopka
Woman’s Club – gets together and
weaves the members’ many talents into a
unique event.
When that happens in Apopka, you
get the annual Apopka Art and Foliage
Festival, and, this year, we’re all celebrating the 59th edition of that very special
occasion.
And we’re very glad to be able to do
that as the 2020 edition of the festival
was canceled due to the pandemic.
These ladies continue to pool their
talents and abilities as they look to the
future and many more decades of this
wonderful event.
The Apopka Art and Foliage Festival
continues to grow in quantity and quality

each and every year, from humble schoolart show beginnings to today’s festival
which features high-quality artists and
crafters to world-class foliage. With that
being said, you get an event that draws
thousands from Apopka, Central Florida,
and beyond to Kit Land Nelson Park
along downtown Apopka’s Park Avenue
between First Street and Orange Street.
Kit Land Nelson Park is located at 35 S.
Park Ave., Apopka.
The GFWC Apopka Woman’s Club
and the city of Apopka sponsor the festival.
This 59th edition of the Apopka Art
and Foliage Festival will take place on
Saturday, April 24, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and on Sunday, April 25, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.
See back Page 7

Lake Apopka Natural Gas is ready to help you get a
quick-start on Spring. By upgrading to a new energy
eﬃcient natural gas appliance, you’ll save money
and be able to spend more on your garden.
Call today to learn more about our rebate oﬀers on
major gas appliances.

Call 407.656.2734 ext. 307

• www.LANGD.org for details.
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Foliage growers have been participating in event for years
LINER PATCH and
DEB’S GARDEN SHOP
Rick Dunn, Justin Dunn
4420 Plymouth-Sorrento Road
Apopka, 32712
407-493-8867
8th year in the festival
Liner Patch was founded in 1999 by
native Apopkan Rick Dunn, and his late
wife, Deborah. Together, they spent much
of their teenage and adult lives working
within the local nursery business. This
experience allowed them to cultivate their
knowledge and love of plants with the
dream of one day operating their own
business. Entering their 21st year, Liner
Patch is still very much a family-owned
and -operated business. They continue to
pride themselves on bringing you the very
best of woody ornamentals, succulents,
cactus, and flowering plants such as
Hibiscus, Ixora, and Mandevilla.
On November 29, 2019, Liner Patch
fulfilled another of Deborah’s dreams
with the grand opening of Deb’s Garden

Shop. With the charm of a quaint country
store, Deb’s welcomes you in for an
assortment of gardening supplies, organic
fertilizer, soil, Mexican pottery,
Corinthian Bells, unique garden furniture,
antique signs, and so much more.
Deb’s Garden Shop is open on
Mondays from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Tuesdays through Fridays from 7:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and on Saturdays from 7:30
a.m. to 2 p.m.
The public is always welcome so stop
on by and ring the old school bell for service. Their friendly and knowledgeable
staff will be happy to assist you in picking out the perfect plants and supplies for
your landscaping needs.
Liner Patch is open Monday through
Thursday from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on
Fridays from 7:30 a.m. to noon. Saturdays
are by appointment only.
AMARYLLIS SPECTACULARIS
(Formerly Bill’s Amaryllis)
June Fisher-Warren, Bill Warren, ownersgrowers

Discover why
over 17 million
homeowners
trust State Farm®.
Shren Yeager, Agent
49A East 3rd Street
Apopka, FL 32703
Bus: 407-880-3167
theyeagerbomb.com

Se Habla Español

With your new home comes new responsibilities like protecting your new investment with the right
amount of homeowners insurance.
That’s where I can help.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

The foliage sales are a very popular area, especially early on Saturday.
418 SE 28th Avenue
Ocala, 34471
352-694-7010
amstgrp@yahoo.com
17th year in the festival
Bill gives seminars on amaryllis cultures to agricultural centers, garden clubs,
master gardener groups and retirement
communities, etc. He has raised amaryllis
for more than 30 years and a few years
ago started investigating them more technically. About 2002, he started the amaryllis study group. Members are well on
the way to excellent collections and displays of registered hybrid amaryllis of the
past 50 years right up to very difficult to
acquire varieties registered in the last few
years, as well as historically important
ones. Your collection of amaryllis can
become a family legend for generations
and a local destination for flower lovers
June and Bill will have the blackish
dark red, the strawberry red, pinks,
greens, apricots, including enormous dinner plate-size flowers to teagarden-size

J&K

small to medium-size flowers bred to
bloom from very small bulbs, which are
especially effective for condo dwellers.
There are doubles, triples, singles, bicolors, and tricolors.
Since amaryllis (hippeastrum) bulbs
naturalize in the south and along the
Atlantic and Pacific coasts, blooming up
to 80 years or more, you can create a lasting floral legacy in your garden.
Introducing your neighbors to amaryllis
growing may establish widely renowned
streets as the custom of planting cherry
trees in Washington, D.C. is celebrated
each spring. They bloom and spread much
faster.
Bill Warren developed a technique he
calls consecutive blooming or bloom
extension that can keep a bed or cluster
blooming for up to 4-1/2 months spring to
summer in Ocala and longer in South
Florida or in indoor pots. Yes, they love
our sandy soils, but they can get root rots
See foliage Page 10

AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

The Air Conditioning Specialists

Enjoy the 59th Annual Apopka
Art & Foliage Festival
0907507FL

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

Fair • Honest • Dependable • All Work Guaranteed
1012 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka • 407-880-3530

www.JandK.mechanicnet.com

Become a Fan on Facebook: J & K Automotive

St. Reg. #MV05682
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List of Fine Arts exhibitors for Apopka Art and Foliage Festival
Artist’s Name				
Hannah Allen				
Christina Beck				
Sonya Boddie				
Darlene Bradshaw			
W. Parry Dolle				
Nancy Fleming				
Daniel Fox				
Lucy Fraser				
Wayne Gao &			
Michelle Ghand				
Angela Griner				
Cliff Jackson			
Ann Shepard Jaisa			
Gregory A. Jones			
Vicki Jones			
Debi Lego				
Rick & Vivian Marshall			
Scott Mayer		
Jeffrey Nelson				

Business Name
HMA Artistry		
Aqueous Art Studio		
Chololit’s Designs
Dayzaire		
Mixed Media
Amazing Bead-A-Rama		
Daniel Fox Books		
Castle Green Art Glass Studio		
Colorful Artists		
Angela Griner Art		
In The Beginning Handcrocheted
Mixed Media		

Parablegems		
Honeysuckle Gems Jewelry		

Business Name
Artpostrophe		

Unlock Your Dreams		
FABU Pottery		
Acrylics
Mixed Media		
Cerebral Artz		
CRH Artworks		
Beverly & Corky		
Dee Did It Stained Glass		
Simply Vintage by Miya		
Innovative Scenic		
Candace Creations Art		
E.W. Art Photography		
Joy Beads, Wire and Nature
Nature is the Art

Hudson River Inlay		

Lots of really good food is
available at the festival
Enjoy a delicious meal and quench
your thirst from one of these food vendors
during your visit to the 59th annual Apopka
Art and Foliage Festival!
* Little Joe’s-Gyros, Greek salads,
sausages, Philly cheesesteak
* Linda’s Hot Dogs-Hot dogs, wings,
fries, funnel cakes
* Outback Snack Shack-Shaved ice, lemonade, fried Oreos, corn dogs, funnel cakes
* Old Fashion Ice Cream-Ice cream cone/

Artist’s Name				
Amy O’Malley				
Sandy Palkovic &			
Stephanie Britton			
Fabian Pesci				
Dan Burleigh Phillips			
Rolly Ray Reel				
Tennille Roth				
Royban-Heaton, Cissy			
Nolarae Stein			
La Monte Stinedurf			
Dee Sutphin				
Miya Tamvakis				
Jim Webb				
Candace Wells				
Elzbieta Weron				
Joy Whitney				
Leland Williams				

bowl, root beer floats
* Central Florida Kettle Korn-Kettle
corn
* Marco’s Pizza-Pizza by the slice
* Grillmaster’s Barbecue-Barbecue ribs,
chicken, pork
* The Kings Nuts & Specialty DrinksHandcrafted gourmet nuts, iced coffee, tea,
lemonade
* Uncle Phil’s Fudge-homemade flavored
fudge

Congratulations,
Apopka Woman’s Club on
59 Successful Years!

Events Are Our Specialty

Weddings • Rehearsal Dinners • Conferences
Business Luncheons • Intimate Holiday Parties • Birthdays
Graduation Banquet • Office Parties & more
Newer Facility • Great Amenities • Dance Floor • Stage • Seats Up To 800
• Full Service Bar • Commercial Kitchen • Audio/Video System • Secured Parking
• Large Restrooms • Covered Entrance • GREAT RATES

VFW COMMUNITY CENTER in Apopka

407-889-8266

519 S. Central Avenue, Apopka (1 Block South of 441)
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The ladies of the GFWC Apopka Woman’s Club chair the various committees in charge of different areas of the festival to make sure the event comes off without a
hitch. Committee chairs shown, (l-r), front row, Pat Raub, Lucy Clevenger, Geri Unrue-festival co-chair, Kathy Hopper, Joann Castillo-festival co-chair; Trudy Weiss,
Sharon Fisher, Theresa Mott-club president, and Jennifer Canfield. Back row, Diane Velazquez, Sandy Bove’, Kitty Vierbickas, and Dena Morrow.
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Back: About 80 artists, crafters
will show their talent at festival
Continued from page 3

Geri Unrue (l) and Joann Castillo are the general co-chairs of the 2021 Apopka
Art and Foliage Festival.

Now accepting NEW PATIENTS
Please call our office
to schedule your appointment:

(407) 307 - 1041
*Se Habla Español*

1475 W Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka, FL 32712

The festival of sights, sounds, smells,
and sensational foliage is expected to
attract thousands of people each day.
Admission is free to this community
event, although there is a $5 parking fee
that goes to the local Boy Scouts who are
parking the cars.
There will be about 80 artists and
crafters who will be displaying their
work, and vying for ribbons and thousands of dollars in prizes.
Additionally, and as is expected by
the public, Apopka’s world-famous, topquality foliage will be for sale at very
reasonable prices.
For the convenience of those buying
plants, a plant sitter service is available
for a small fee.
When walking through the park, taking in all that is to be offered, one might

Sharon Marques, M.D.
Internal Medicine

just become a tad weary even though the
mind remains enticed. That is when the
need for food and liquid re-fueling is met
by many food vendors. There will be
numerous food concessions available
with tasty fare for all palates.
Entertainment is a local effort.
Musical groups from churches, schools
and other organizations will keep you toe
tapping or flat out dancing!
There will be plant doctors available
to help you with your foliage and horticultural questions and give advice on
both Saturday and Sunday.
The Apopka Art and Foliage Festival
has been entertaining and informing people for nearly six full decades.
It is a tradition we, in Apopka, are
proud of ... so, relax and enjoy a truly
pleasurable weekend experience at the
59th annual Apopka Art and Foliage
Festival.

Jose L. Estrella, M.D.
General Medicine

e

b
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List of Creative Craft exhibitors for Apopka Art and Foliage Festival
Crafter’s Name			
Mike Arnold			
Shannon Arnold			
Kathy Cialkowski		
Jim Cook			
Michael Cornell			
Eric Dietrich			
Charlotte Digiacome		
Joseph Donoughe		
Dan Erskine			
Sarah J. Foster			
Perry Roger Iglesias		
Yun Ke				
Robert Keen, Andy Reese
Trella King			
Eric Larson 			
James Lassak			
Evgueni Latchkkov		
Tom Levine			

Business Name		
Creative Urban Designs		
Nautical Pallet		
All Natural Dips		
Copper Time Sprinklers		
5 AM Leather		
Whiskey Wine and Woodworks		
Charlotte’s Garden		
Be the Hampster		
Dan’s Birdhouses		
Petoskey Stone Jewelry		
Earfashion by Roger		
Edgest Leather		
Bear Bottom Boys		
Island Breeze Spices		
Winter Park Soap		
JL Vision		
Florida Fine Crafts			
Defiant Worm Books		

Crafter’s Name			
James Majors			
Stephanie Mellor		
Ashley M. Moore		
Fotina Morehouse		
Rebecca Myers			
Martin Bayona Pineda		
Phyllis Plank			
Robin Ring			
Beverly Rohlfs			
James Rowell			
Peter Schubach			
Melodie Simmons		
Ricardo Soriano			
Arielle Stankiewicz		
Penni Suhm			
Roy, Georgina Varley		
Lori Wisniewski			
Eugen, Monica Zah		

Business Name
Pickles		
Jewelry		
Simply Savory Gourmet Blends		
Fused Glass Jewelry by Tina		
Art-Z-Faces Face Painter		
Marbayo Productions		
Grand Designs of Florida		
Robyn’s Garden		
Vintage Wares		
Garden deSigns of Orlando		
Butterflies ‘N Things		
Melodie’s Baskets		
Amazon Wonders		
Owls of Athena		
Down Back Jewelry		
R & G Decorative Crafts		
Once Upon a Time		
Zah Crysta Files

vice
https://www.TheApopkaChief.com/Subscription

TheApopkaChief.com

Community • Business • Lifestyle
Sports • Opinion • Advertising

The Voice of The Community
since 1923.

The Apopka Chief

and The Planter Newspapers

Congratulates the GFWC Apopka Woman's Club
on their 59th Art & Foliage Festival
Annual
The 59th

21
& 25, 20
April 24

Thank you for your
hard work & dedication
in making this
event something
we can be proud of.

and
r, April 22
e Plante April 23, 2021
f,
ent to Th
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Subscribe Today! Call or Visit

www.TheApopkaChief.com

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 • 407-886-2777
Get local news anytime, anywhere and on any device

Girls dresses are among the creative crafts displayed and sold in previous editions of the Apopka Art and Foliage Festival.
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FREE Admission
Parking $5.00

Acoustic Inferno
The Lynn Gibson Project

Off The Charts Band

JNStudios
Sophia Manning Music

Christian Learning Academy

Asia Melton

Keck & Coale Acoustic Duo

9:30AM

Opening Ceremony

10:30AM JNStudios
Music studio teaching a wide range of
lessons, Students performing
11:15AM Asia Melton
Top 40’s Vocalist
12:15PM Lynn Gibson Project
Alternative Folk Singer/ Songwriter
2:15PM Christian Learning Academy
James Barringer, Director of Fine Arts
3:00PM Sophia Manning Music
Hits across the genres from the 80’s and 90’s

10:00AM
12:00PM
12:30PM

Keck & Coale Acoustic Duo
Classic Blues and Rock Duo
Award Ceremony
Off The Charts Band
Top hits from the 60’s to the 90’s

2:30PM

Acoustic Inferno
Music across the genres from the 50’s to the
90’s
Announcements and Technical Support provided by:
DJ’s Unlimited of Florida, Ralo Flores
#1 “Best of Apopka” Reader’s Choice Awards

Indoor and Outdoor Foliage • Juried Fine Art and Creative Crafts • Food Vendors
Plant Doctors • Kids’ Zone • Conservation Exhibits
School Art Displays • One of a Kind Handmade Hats
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Foliage: Bonsai, plumerias for sale
Continued from page 4
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in sticky clay or boggy ground like in
pots watered too often. Come see the
demonstrations on planting depth and
especially on bloom extension.
Amaryllis in trees! The stunner: Bill
has been teaching how to grow the burgundy, lime, and white butterfly amaryllis, Papilio (hippeastrum) not only in the
garden, but up in the large branches of
oak, some palms, and other trees in
Florida from Key West to Orlando with
indications his latest techniques may
grow Papilio and a few additional amaryllis (hippeastrum) in big grandfather
live oaks way up to Georgia. He is not
able to travel as often as previously and
is proud to present at the historic Apopka
Foliage and Art Festival for more than 15
years. After all, Bill says the two categories of flowering plants are amaryllis and
weeds. Dress your estate at our festival.
JIM’S BONSAI
Jim Staples, owner-grower
9243 South East 108 Place
Belleview, 34420
352-812-4837
20th year in the festival  
Have you ever heard of a “Tree in a
Pot?” Well, if you have heard of a Bon
Sai, you have heard of a “Tree in a Pot”
for that is the meaning of Bon Sai. Bon
means tray or pot in Japanese. Sai means
plant or tree. Jim has been in the business
of training and selling Bonsai for many
years. He has a wide variety of trees from
“Ficus Too Little” to Chinese Elm and
many more. His trees range in age from
2 years to 40 years. These trees are easy
to care for, give unconditional pleasure to
their owners and add esthetic beauty to
their surroundings.
GREEN’S NURSERY
Ray Green, owner-grower
5844 Round Lake Road
P.O. Box 486
Zellwood, 32798
407-889-3611
35th year in the festival
Green’s Nursery is the number one
distributor for the encore azalea. These
azaleas bloom three to four times a year –
spring, summer, and fall, and can be
planted in full sun. There are 23 varieties
of these azaleas and some of these will be

at the festival.
Ray purchased 10 acres of land north
of Zellwood while serving 20 years in the
U.S. Marines. He settled on the land in
January 1978 and started by trucking for
one of the local nurseries. Wanting to
make use of his land, he began by growing azaleas and developing his own nursery stock. Green currently maintains
approximately 15 acres with a variety of
trees, shrubs, tropicals, and fruit and nut
trees, along with bedding plants and
indoor foliage.
       Ray started participating in the
Apopka Woman’s Club Apopka Art and
Foliage Festival in 1985. He enjoys finding and having items that are not common. He strives to carry a large variety of
plants to meet the needs of landscapers,
retail stores, and general customers. If
you need something and can’t find what
you want, Green has it or he can find it
for you.
Ray will have his large amount of
various great plants and will be bringing back the popular Yesterday Today
Tomorrow plant again this year. He will
also have all sizes of bamboo this year.
JUST PLUMERIAS
Scott and Jeanette Burford,
owners-growers
160 South Phelps Ave.
Winter Park, 32789
407-644-2560
13th year in the festival
      Just Plumerias specializes in growing
the plumeria. Plumeria is the plant that
produces the flowers that make the leis in
Hawaii. We have been growing the plumeria for 16 years and have been a participant with Disney by exhibiting at the
Epcot Flower and Garden Festival over
the past nine years. We are also a vendor
at the Winter Park Farmers Market.
We think the plumeria is one of the
most beautiful flowering plants in the
world, and we consider the plumeria one
of the most perfect plants in the world
because of the following characteristics.
The plumeria looks fantastic and it
blooms from April through November.
The flower does not last that long, but the
bloom pod continuously keeps blooming
for most of the year. The plumeria smells
See foliage Page 11
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Foliage: Veggies, worms for sale
Continued from page 10
like no other plant in the world and each
color has its own unique fragrance. Some
plumerias smell sweet, while another
color can smell like jasmine, peaches, or
citrus.
The plumeria can be grown anywhere in the world since it can either be a
20-foot tree if you live in the warmer climates, or it makes a fantastic potted plant
for your patio deck, screen pool, balcony
or driveway. The plumeria only grows to
the size of the pot. In climates where it
freezes, you can either bring the plumeria
inside to keep it growing in the winter, or
you can put it in the closet or basement
and it will go into a dormant state. Bring
the plumeria out when it warms up next
spring, and it blooms bigger than the year
before. The plumeria is one of the most
no-maintenance plants in the world. It is
drought tolerant and can be grown in full
sun or partial sun.
LONG & SCOTT FARMS
26216 County Road 448A
Mt Dora, 32757
352-383-6900
13th year in the festival
Long & Scott Farms is a fourth-generation family farm just west of
Zellwood. In 1963, Frank D. Scott Jr. left
his Virginia family farm with his wife,
Becky, and three small children to start
his own farm. He was encouraged by
Billy Long, a successful muck farmer in
Zellwood, who was also his childhood
friend and neighbor from the eastern
shore of Virginia. Frank began by clearing 100 acres of sand land to grow vegetables and expanded to 1,200 acres over
the years.
Long & Scott is now run by Frank’s
son Hank (Frank III) with his son Sonny
(Frank IV) who handles all the land prep
prior to planting. Hank’s daughter Haley
Veilleux operates the Farmers Market and
Café, and sister Rebecca Ryan manages
the corn maze and agri-tainment on the
farm.
Pickle (Kirby) cucumbers are our
main crop at the farm. Each year, we harvest 1,200 acres of cucumbers between
the spring and fall seasons, along with 90
acres of the world-famous Scott’s

Zellwood Sweet Corn. In the cooler winter season, 450 acres of red, green, and
savoy cabbage are produced, along with
strawberries, collards, kale, and Florida
sweet onions.
Long & Scott is celebrating 53 plus
years of quality vegetable production, and
we are proud of our history and the many
employees, vendors, customers, and ag
groups that have supported us over the
years. We are very blessed and thankful
for the resources of land and water, and
we are good stewards of our land and
water, protecting them for the next generation.  
OUR VITAL EARTH
Bernie Moro, owner-grower
6919 Plymouth-Sorrento Rd.
Apopka, 32712
407-814-9218
17th year in the festival
In 2002, Carl and Bernie Moro of
Our Vital Earth, Inc. traveled to Australia
where they were trained in vermiculture,
soil remediation, and waste management.
Their interest was piqued when Australia
was able to reduce the amount of organic
waste taken to the landfills by 65 percent
in a four-year-period, from 1996 to 2000.
This was the first step in cleaning up the
environment and converting the waste
into organic plant foods and a spray that
works as an insecticide, fungicide as well
as a fertilizer.
They will share with you how this
was accomplished and how, now, we all
can help in this effort. The result being
the growing and caring for our plants,
trees, vegetables, herb gardens, butterfly
gardens, lawns, etc. all organically and
naturally.
This system promotes good
health. Now you can have the benefit of
nutritious foods that are all naturally
grown and you do not have to be concerned about the side effects of chemicals. Check the chart at their
booth “Organic vs. Conventional,” a
study done by Rutgers University. The
environment also benefits with cleaning
the air, water, and soil. All of this is
through utilizing the knowledge of vermiculture. The Worm Café Composter,
See foliage Page 17
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Judges named for fine arts, crafts, and school art

Two fine arts judges, one crafts
judge, and one school art judge will give
out awards at the 59th annual Apopka Art
and Foliage Festival.
Richard Colvin and David Fithian
will serve as the judges for the fine arts
competition, while Katherine Mathisen
will adjudicate the crafts and Michaella
Palumbo will judge the school art.
Richard Colvin has had the opportunity to study works by a wide array of
masters during his museum career of
more than 30 years. He most recently was
the executive director of the Lake Eustis
Museum of Art from April 2012 through
September 2018.
He’s also served as curator of art and
history at the Art & History Museums of
Maitland in a museum career that dates to
1980.
Born in Kansas, Colvin’s family
moved to Florida in the mid-1960s, he
credits several people for his education
and love of art, including his father,
Ronald P. Colvin.

Richard Colvin (l) and David Fithian will serve as the fine arts judges for the 59th
annual Apopka Art and Foliage Festival.
In addition to having had several
exhibitions as an artist, Colvin has served
as a judge for the Apopka Art and Foliage
Festival three other times.
David Fithian grew up in Daytona
Beach and describes himself and his life
as a creative and imaginative child sur-

rounded by creative people who supported his early artistic interests. In 1967, he
attended the Art Students League in
Woodstock, New York, and then went on
to the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine
Arts in Philadelphia from 1968 to 1972.
As a Philadelphia artist, Fithian worked in

various galleries and frame shops before
becoming manager of the Graphics
Department at Drexel University from
1974 to 1980. His first one-person show
was held at the legendary Painted Bride
Gallery in Philadelphia in 1975. From
1975 to 1980, Fithian collaborated with
many artists working in various disciplines including performance art. During
the Old City Art Renaissance Movement
in Philadelphia from 1975 to 1979, he
was film maker in residence at ETAGE Experimental Theater and Gallery.
Throughout the 1980s, Fithian lived
in Orlando where he taught photography
at the Crealde School of Art in Winter
Park and conducted a watercolor class at
the Maitland Art Center from 1984 until
1990. In 1991, he moved to Eureka
Springs, Arkansas. and was a special feature writer/photographer for the local
newspaper while painting, drawing and
operating Fithian Studios as a commercial

See judges Page 13
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Custom Made Hydraulic
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Judges: Katherine Mathisen-crafts judge, Michaella Palumbo-school art
Continued from page 12
and fine art photography studio.
In 2000, Fithian returned to Florida
and briefly opened a fine art gallery
before becoming curator of art and exhibitions at the Museum of Art in DeLand.
In 2020, he retired after 19 years but
remains an independent museum curator
for special exhibitions. Fithian’s curatorial
consulting services are also now available. Over the past 15 years, he has been
invited to judge or co-judge many state
wide exhibitions.
Fithian has maintained a painting studio throughout his diverse art career and
regularly exhibit works nationally and
regionally. Since 2000, he has maintained
a studio in DeLand and is active on social
media where current and past art works
are posted along with video presentations.
Katherine Mathisen is a ceramic artist
who now lives in Ocoee. She has been a
studio ceramic artist since 1996.
She was an instructor with the
Orlando Museum of Art from 2002-2016
and before that served as a ceramic
instructor and studio assistant with the
city of Orlando pottery studio from 19942001. She studied sculpture with many
noted artists at the Penland School of Art
& Crafts.
Mathisen has won many awards at
numerous festivals through the years with
her first award coming at the Melbourne
Arts Festival in 2012.
Mathisen has taught many ceramic
art workshops through the years since
2006.
She obtained her bachelor’s degree

Katherine Mathisen will judge the Creative Crafts at the festival.
from the University of Central Florida,
specializing in art and biological studies.
In addition, she studied ornamental horticulture at SUNY in Farmingdale, N.Y.,
and acquired 20 years of experience in the
field as a floral and landscape designer in
both New York and Florida. Gardens she
created have appeared in magazines,
books, and television commercials.
“My work is motivated by the human
need to communicate and connect. Using
the language of visual and tactile vocabulary, this allows me to go beyond the limitations of our given verbal skills,”

Mathisen said.
“My current work continues to
explore connections. To thrive and grow
as humans we continue to seek meaningful connections and relationships to each
other, animals, nature and the earth. Art
can create connections that touch our
souls, transcending time and space.”
Michaella Palumbo has been teaching
art for 18 years. Fourteen years have been
in Seminole County. She is certified to
teach art K-12, and she is a graduate of
Jacksonville University. Before teaching
in Seminole County, she spent four years

teaching in Duval County. She has had
her own art on display at the Sanford
Welcome Center, the Casselberry Art
House, the Orlando Museum of Art, the
Scott Laurent Gallery on Park Avenue,
and Café Tu Tu Tango.
She displays her students’ artwork at
the Maitland Art Festival, the Lake Mary
Heathrow Festival of the Arts and the
Seminole Towne Center Mall every year.
Palumbo is a member of the Orlando
Museum of Art, the Menello Museum of
Folk Art, the Morse Museum, and the
Maitland Art Center.

CACTUS & SUCCULENTS

Need a trim?
Stop in and
see us.

Visit us at Florida Cactus, Inc.

Specializing in all Hair Types!

Walk-ins !
Welcome

Michaella Palumbo, who is a school art teacher in Seminole County, will judge the
school art at the Apopka Art and Foliage Festival.
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Plant Doctors can tell you what ails your house plants
The following was submitted by the
Apopka Woman’s Club.
The Apopka Art and Foliage Festival
is happy to welcome our Plant Doctors
once again. The Plant Doctors are experts
in their fields, willing and ready to advise
you on how to improve the health of your
foliage or how to keep those brand-new
plants looking vibrant. Take a look at our
website (apopkaartandfoliagefestival.org)
for days and times of each Plant Doctor.
Deborah Green
Deborah, a native Floridian, earned
her PhD in the field of entomology from
the University of California, Berkeley.
She worked in Puerto Rico for three years
and then returned to Gainesville, her
home town, for three additional years
before settling in Central Florida. She
taught biology and environmental sciences at several universities and retired from
Valencia College in 2014. Deborah cur-

rently serves as the president of the
Orange Audubon Society. We welcome
Deborah as a first-time Plant Doctor and
appreciate her service as a member of the
Apopka Woman’s Club.
Bob Hotaling
Bob is a long-time Master Gardener.
He is a frequent speaker for various
groups and is the Horticultural
Chairperson for two garden clubs. He is a
frequent guest on Tom MacCubbin’s,
“Better Lawns and Gardens” radio show.
His top area of expertise is vegetable gardening and soil building. Visit Bob with
your questions and he can certainly help
you out.
Moh Leng Kok-Yokomi
Moh, a PhD in agriculture entomology from the University of California,
Davis, has researched and taught classes
in the entomology field. She retired in
2016 from the University of Florida, Mid-

For 60 years, Harris Oil has been
taking care of your fuel needs,
whether it be home heating oil,
kerosene, delivery to your farm or
business or lubricants. We have a
dedicated team of professionals
to take care of all your needs.

HARRIS OIL COMPANY, LLC.

GOT GAS?

We have Non-Ethanol Gasoline!

HARRIS OIL COMPANY, INC.
21901 U.S. Highway 441,
Mount Dora, FL 32757

CR 46
Hwy.
441

Mon. — Fri. 7:30am - 5:30pm • Sat. 8am - 12pm
www.HarrisOilCo.com • 352-383-0922

Robbie Roberson speaks to a festival attendee about her plants during the 2018
festival. He will once again serve as one of the Plant Doctors.
Florida Research and Education Center in
Apopka, where she conducted research on
agricultural pest problems in ornamental
and vegetable crops. Moh has given our
festival her expertise for several years and
we welcome her back. Let Moh give
insight to making your garden its best.
Tom MacCubbin
Tom is the author of six books about
Florida gardening and landscaping. He
has been honored by the Florida
Nurseryman and Growers Association as
the Best Horticultural Writer. He has hosted the “Better Lawns and Gardens” radio
show for more than 18 years and the
American Horticulture Society recognized
Tom as the National Teacher of the Year.
In March 2007, Tom was promoted to the
distinguished position of Extension Agent
Emeritus with the University of Florida
upon his retirement after 36 years of service. Come ask Tom your questions and

he will give you the information you
need, just as he does in his articles with
the Orlando Sentinel.
Joani MacCubbin
Joani has been a gardener since childhood helping maintain the family nursery
in Maine for a number of years. When she
moved to Florida, she continued her interests working in her own landscape and
helping others. She helped husband Tom
write several Florida books and has been
a co-host of “Better Lawns and Gardens”,
a Saturday radio program for more than
25 years. Joani helps produce the Better
Lawns & Gardens web page with a feature “Joani’s Corner.” She is very active
in her craft room with garden art and has
been a contributor to “Kids in the
Garden” projects for the Orlando
Sentinel’s former gardening section. Her
See docs Page 15
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Plant Doctors’ schedule

The Apopka Art and Foliage Festival is excited to welcome the following
Plant Doctors to help you with your foliage and horticultural questions.
Please come by to say hello and take advantage of their expertise.

Saturday, April 24
10 a.m.-noon		
Noon-2 p.m.		
2-4 p.m.			
				

Robbie Roberson
Teresa Watkins
Moh Leng Kok-Yokomi
Bob Hotaling			

Sunday, April 25
10 a.m.-noon		
Noon-2 p.m.		
				

Deborah Green
Tom MacCubbin
Joani MacCubbin

Daffodils
blossom and
tulips jostle to
the front of the
stage in April. I
love these early
perennials: they
may be more
modest, but they
nearly all have
that one special
quality that a
plant needs to
transform your
affections from
admiration to
affection -charm.
Monty Don
(English celebrity)

Docs: Robbie Roberson and
Teresa Watkins are among docs

with Robbie and get some great advice!
Teresa Watkins
favorite plant is an orchid of any type.
We are very happy to welcome
She appreciates most plants with color.
Teresa as a Plant Doctor for the first time.
Robbie Roberson
A landscape designer, horticulturist, garRobbie has been a part of the foliage den author, and consultant, she designed
industry for more than 40 years. He has
the landscape for the first certified “green
been involved in foliage sales, horticulhome” in Florida in 2001. Watkins cotural banking, and has been an owner in
hosts the weekly syndicated “Better
the foliage business. In the mid-1980s, he Lawns and Gardens” with Tom
was the foliage chairman of the Apopka
MacCubbin on 24 Florida radio stations,
Art and Foliage Festival. He also played
iHeart, iTunes, and Amazon. Teresa’s first
a pivotal role in the A
creation
of the UF/
ticketed
eventgardening
scheduled
for A Gardener’s
book series,
IFAS Mid-Florida Research
and– 12PM or
Compendium:
Gardening in a Twitter
10AM
1PM – 3PM
Education Center (MREC) in Apopka.
World in 140 Characters or More, has
Robbie
recently
honored by being
two published volumes. A third volume
Forwas
more
information
inductedand
into the
2020 sales,
Florida
will be published in early 2021. Come
ticket
Agricultural
Hall
of
Fame.
We
are
so
go to our web page
welcome Teresa to our beautiful festival
pleasedat
to arc4raptors.org
have access to Robbie’s depth
and bring your horticultural and landof knowledge and experience. Come chat scape design questions.

Continued from page 14

Join us May 8th for
World Migratory Bird Day!

CITY DRIVING SCHOOL
Learn to Drive Quickly!

• First-Time Drive Class (D.A.T.C.)
• Instructors - Courteous & Experienced
• Driving Lessons for All Ages
• On-line Classes Available
• Traﬃc Ticket Class, 4 hrs, 8 hrs & 12 hrs ADI • Driver License Road Tests (Car Available)

Congratulations,

Apopka Woman’s Club on 59 Years!

407-880-6003

State Approved • 10 A N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.citydrivingschooloc.com
Call for an appointment or drop in and see us.

Congratulations,
Apopka Woman’s Club
on Your 59th Annual
APOPKA ART &
FOLIAGE FESTIVAL

Join us May 8th for
World Migratory Bird Day!
In place of Master Mufﬂer
A
ticketed event scheduled for
Dlb Sig. It is Green.
10AM – 12PM or 1PM – 3PM

For more information
and ticket sales,
go to our web page
at arc4raptors.org
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Map of park for annual Apopka Art and Foliage Festival

We proudly support
The Apopka Woman’s Club
and The Art & Foliage Festival!

407-889-7074

200 W. Main St. Apopka
Mon - Fri: 8AM - 5:30PM
Sat: 8AM - 12PM
Sun: Closed

Proud to be supporting
the Apopka Art &
Foliage Festival.
Congratulations on
your continued success.
122 E. 5th St., Apopka
(Located behind City Hall)

407-703-1707

Visit the Museum

Wednesday to Friday: 1PM - 5PM
Saturday: 9AM - 12PM

Apopka Historical Society & Museum
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Foliage: Antique roses and herbs will be available in foliage sales area
Continued from page 11
Worm Castings and Vermi-Liquid (worm
tea) are some of the products they can
supply. Within a year, using the Worm
Café Composter, you can convert 600
pounds of household garbage to 120
pounds of Worm Castings and 25 gallons
of Worm Tea. How you can make your
own plant food is found on www.ourvitalearth.com on a YouTube video.
Also at the booth, we have Nature’s
Solution. This is a formula developed by
one of our Austrailian teachers, a doctor
of microbiology. He developed this for
the sunburn for his grove workers.
Bringing the formula back to the states,
we had it evaluated by a doctor and his
findings were that this was made up of
the same substance as our skin and would
rebuild healthy skin cells. Many testimonials have confirmed successes with nail
and skin fungus, acne, psoriasis, exzema,
insect and ant bites, and many other skin
challenges, even diaper rash for babies.

This product has a money-back guarantee.
More info can be found www.naturessolution.org.
SEMINOLE SPRINGS ANTIQUE
ROSE AND HERB FARM
Keith and Traci Anderson,
owners-growers
34935 West Huff Road
Eustis, 32736
352-357-2643
26th year in the festival
Seminole Springs Herb Farm in
Eustis is the joint endeavor of Traci and
Keith Anderson along with their two sons,
Kyle and Logan. Traci took over the
growing of herbs from a previous nursery
and the couple relocated the farm to its
present location in Eustis in 1994. Their
nursery has supplied numerous nurseries,
garden centers, and grocery stores with
potted herb plants for some 20 years now.
In 2004, they expanded the nursery from
its original size to more than 20,000
square feet of covered greenhouse devoted totally to a wide variety of herbs from

around the world. The new millennium
embraced the addition of antique or old
garden roses that complement the herbs.
Antique roses are the predecessor of the
modern rose, and are typically defined by
those roses that have been in production
prior to 1869. Of course, having survived
and being shared for so long one can easily deduce that they are easy to grow. The
famed fortuniana rootstock that plays
such an important part in rose production
today is in fact an old garden rose.
Traci, a native Floridian from
Sanford, is well versed in the specifics of
growing plants in Florida’s unique subtropical climate. Her knowledge stems
from hands-on experience, having grown
herbs commercially for more than 20
years in Florida. A regular speaker for
garden clubs, churches, schools, and the
University of Florida, Traci’s program,
“Introduction to Herbs,” covers the ins
and outs of growing herbs in our area.
Traci introduces attendees to a wide
assortment of culinary, medicinal and aro-
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matic herbs and discusses their culture,
history and uses. Her program includes
planting, seasonal herbs, pests, diseases,
remedies, recipes and how to maintain
them organically.
In October 2012 Traci accepted a
position with the city of Tavares as its
landscape specialist. She still oversees the
general practices of the Herb Farm, however, Kyle the eldest of two sons, has
taken over the tasks in growing and maintaining the farm along with a small staff.
Kyle has grown up with the farm as a
huge part of his daily life, and the
Andersons are proud to see him as the
ambassador for the Herb Farm at present.
The farm now offers many herbal products such as dried herbs, teas, essential
oils, and books in addition to the live
plants.
Seminole Springs Herb Farm has
been participating in the Apopka Art and
Foliage Festival consistently for the past
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SCHOLARSHIP
PAGEANT

Preliminary competitions: June 24 & 25
Final competitions: June 26
Located at The Youkey Theater
RP Funding Center, Lakeland FL 33815

PROVIDING SCHOLARSHIPS
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Foliage: Antique roses and herbs will be available in foliage sales area
Continued from page 17
25 years, and the Anderson family specialists will be happy to assist you with
advice and suggestions for your herb or
rose garden.
The farm is open to the public
throughout the year Thursday through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Located
a short drive from Apopka in Eustis or
available online at www.rosesandherbs.
com. Stop by their booth and let them
turn you on to some unusual herbs or fragrant old garden roses during this festival.
She will be bringing her multiple
supply of herbs and the Vicks plant that
was so popular last year plus two types of
spinach plants, Okinawa and Moroccan,
that are known to help your cholesterol.
T&T BOTANICALS, LLC
David, Joan Trevino, owners-growers
P.O. Box 1793
Apopka, 32704
407-973-4433; Fax-407-889-4440
ttbotanicals@aol.com

6th year in the festival
T&T Botanicals, LLC, is a wholesale
nursery grower in Apopka. Owners David
and Joan Trevino are lifelong residents of
Apopka and have been growing Tillandsia
(air plants) and bromeliads for more than
25 years. We specialize in Tillandsia (air
plants) and blooming bromeliads. Our
unique products range from tiny nurserygrown Tillandsia (air plants), to large potted blooming bromeliads, driftwood
arrangements, novelty ceramics, and terrariums. Air plants have achieved a tremendous popularity over the past few
years due to their hardy nature, curious
shapes, colorful blooms and their ability
to grow and reproduce without soil.
      T&T Botanicals takes great pride in
their quality and personalized customer
service to their customers across the U.S.
and Canada.
JOHN PLANK GREENHOUSES
John Plank owner-grower
25120 SR 44A
Eustis, 32736

352-357-0222
John@Plankgreenhouses.com
3rd year in the festival
Starting fresh off of a generations-run
family farm in western Pennsylvania,
John graduated from Penn State
University with a bachelor of science
degree in horticulture and quickly put his
skills and passion to work for
Engelmann’s (now Costa) and the cities
of Altamonte Springs and Orlando before
starting his first greenhouse operation off
of Rock Springs Road.
He is now in rural Lake County and
he’s added tropical edibles like papaya,
figs and pineapples as well as coffee, tea,
and vanilla to an assortment of tropical
ferns.
John also produces a variety of carnivorous plants, so he brings the different
and unusual to his buyers.
ECOFRUITES OF FLORIDA, INC.
Troy Valentine, owner-grower
3100 Lake Erie Rd.
Groveland, 34736

352-989-7955
By appointment only
2nd year in the festival
Troy graduated from University of
South Florida with a degree in biology
with an emphasis in botany. He has a real
passion for plants. He’s like most plant
lovers; he finds it hard to throw good
plants away.
Troy started his business in 2000
building koi ponds and water gardens in
the Tampa Bay area. He was an active
member in the Koi and Water Garden
Club, and volunteered for a number of
years to help set up the All Florida Koi
and Water Garden show held in Orlando.
He does pond maintenance and troubleshooting leaks in ponds.
After the housing market crashed, he
found a new love of fruit trees after visiting south Florida several times.
He has volunteered at the Florida
Aquarium for three years and has served

See foliage Page 19
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Foliage: Orchids, gardens for sale
Continued from page 18

on the Board of Directors of the Florida
Pomegranate Association twice and is
currently on the board now.
He also has an extensive knowledge
of pests and diseases that can attack your
fruit trees and how to treat the maladies.
Now he specializes in temperate and
tropical fruit trees, including avocado,
Barbados cherry, mango, citrus, lychee,
soursop, sugar apple, plum, peach, pomegranate, grapes, figs, and longan.
He will be featuring the Miracle
Fruit bush and the Ponderosa Lemon Tree
Usually, if he doesn’t have a fruit
tree that you want, he can get it for you
or it doesn’t grow here well. He is truthful he’s not going to sell you something
you don’t need or will not survive.
Troy will have a large variety of fruit
trees at the festival so come say hi and
see what he has.
Synsepalum dulcificum – Miracle
fruit
Synsepalum dulcificum is a plant
known for its berry that, when eaten,
causes sour foods (such as lemons and
limes) subsequently consumed to taste
sweet.
Ponderosa Lemon Tree/FastGrowing-Trees.com, www.fast-growingtrees.com/products/ponderosa-lemon-tree
You’ll have grapefruit-size lemons
all year long. The Ponderosa Lemon is a
tropical hybrid that produces jumbo-sized
lemons. A cross between the citron and
the traditional lemon, Ponderosa Lemons
reach the size of grapefruits, each one
weighing 1 pounds to 2 pounds! Peak
season is late spring/early summer,
although, this magnificent tree produces
lemons year-round.
ORCHID NANNY
Priscilla Debler, owner-grower
Apopka
407-920-7209 (text)
Facebook/Instagram: Orchid Nanny
For the orchid novice or the avid
orchid collector who wants to expand
their inventory, Orchid Nanny is a retail
nursery that grows and sells a variety of
orchids suitable for the beginner as well
as many unusual and hard-to-find ones
for the seasoned grower. I, Priscilla, was
bitten with the orchid bug many years

ago. The nursery was established in 2005.
We sell at various plant and garden
events, arts and crafts fairs, orchid shows,
and also hold speaking engagements
where we also sell.
Hybrids, mericlones, species, hanging, bare-root, mounted or in pots, fullgrown orchids and seedlings, vandas, bulbophyllums, cattleyas, dendrobiums,
bamboo orchids, jewel orchids, oncidiums, epidendrums, encyclias … these are
some of the types that are in our nursery.
We try to make sure there is something
for everyone.
SUNGOLD GARDENS
Amber Harmon
Founder, President
407-928-9123
www.SungoldGardens.com
We install and service high-yield,
elevated, organic garden systems for
homes and businesses.
Do you want a lush self-sustaining
food supply but don’t have the time or
know-how? We’ll build your dream garden and grow you delicious, nutrient
dense organic produce, right in your own
yard or business location.
You choose the varieties you want
from our seasonal menu, then we re-plant
twice a year to keep it fresh and interesting. We provide a gardening service with
gardening education. Now servicing the
Orlando area.
I started the business to provide local
residents with a complete, organic gardening solution that fits busy lifestyles.
We also offer gardening service and education to get our clients to their gardening
goals. It’s my goal to have a vegetable
garden in every backyard across the
United States!
We will be selling the following
organic vegetable plants in our booth:
eggplant, squash, tomatoes,
peppers, basil, parsley, mint, okra, green
beans, burgundy beans, cantaloupe, and
cucumbers.
…
Along with all of this, the Apopka
Woman’s Club will sell amaryllis,
Bonsai, plumerias, orchids, botanicals,
herbs, assortment of tropical edibles,
large numbers of varieties of landscaping
plants, ferns, tropical fruit trees and bushes, and vegetable garden plants.

Thank You,

Apopka Woman’s Club,
for your 59-year
commitment to
the Apopka community

Apopka Office Supply
Services:
Copying, Faxing,
Selling of Forms,
Office Supplies,
Business Cards, Etc.

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka

(Same location as The Apopka Chief
& The Planter Newspapers)

407-889-4455
Fax 407-889-4121
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