
stitution, Washington had 
the right to request reports 
from his departments. 

As commander in 
chief, presidents can make 
decisions about the mili-
tary. Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation was 
an executive order. It was 
done as a military order 
to hurt the South by tak-
ing away their work force. 
Agree with the idea or not, 
Biden’s use of an executive 
order to allow transgenders 
into the military is legiti-
mate. It falls under his mil-
itary authority.

Another legitimate use 
of executive orders is in the 
enforcement of laws, an-
other duty prescribed to the 
president. After the Brown 
v. Board of Education rul-
ing, President Eisenhower 
issued an order to desegre-
gate schools. 

Finally, though not in 
the Constitution, allowing 
presidents to act in time of 
emergency seems legiti-
mate, but only for the du-
ration of the crisis. FDR, 
who guided the nation 
through two of the hard-
est episodes in our histo-
ry – the Great Depression 
and WWII, used orders to 
create the Works Progress 
Administration and later 
the Manhattan Project. Un-
der this thinking, any of 
Biden’s executive orders 
issued to stop COVID have 
some validity. 

The second part of 
the Supreme Court’s rul-

ing of when Congress del-
egates is more problematic. 
Who’s at fault is too long 
for this article but start-
ing in the Progressive Age 
and expanded during FDR 
and the Cold War, presi-
dents little by little have 
taken away (and Congress 
has let them) the prima-
ry task of Congress which 
is to make laws. Whereas 
orders were meant for ex-
ecuting presidential du-
ties, many are now used to 
bypass Congress to legis-
late. Again, I am not argu-
ing for or against any of 
Biden’s orders, but his ex-
ecutive orders on immigra-
tion and transgendered ath-
letes are establishing law 
and should be dealt with by 
Congress. It has been ar-
gued to me that presidents 
need to act on these issues 
because either Congress 
refuses to or moves too 
slowly. While I understand, 
the Constitution does not 
grant the president legisla-
tive powers in cases where 
the Congress is too slow, 
refuses to act, or cannot 
get enough votes to pass its 
legislation. 

When the Founders 
gathered in Pennsylvania 
to create our governing 
document, their most dif-
ficult task was creating an 
executive branch. The oth-
er two branches were easy 
by comparison, but Amer-
ica had just broken away 
from a monarch and was 
not in a hurry to recreate a 
new one. In fact, the first 
national government, The 

Articles of Confederation, 
did not even have an exec-
utive branch. 

When creating the Ex-
ecutive Branch, the man 
who inspired the Founders’ 
thinking was the French 
philosopher Montesquieu, 
who argued the idea of 
“trias politica” or “sepa-
ration of powers.” The 
Founders were scared of 
creating a strong president, 
but what Montesquieu ar-
gued, and the Founders un-
derstood, was that in or-
der to keep the people safe 
from a tyrannical govern-
ment the Executive Branch 
had to be as powerful as 
the Legislative and Judicial 
Branches. If not, the Legis-
lative Branch had the pow-
er to become tyrannical. 
Therefore, the Executive 
Branch had to be strong. 

However, none of the 
Founders ever imagined 
what the president has be-
come in the 21st century. 
No matter if you support or 
condemn Biden’s orders, 
which he now holds the re-
cord for in his first days, 
the Founders never envi-
sioned so much raw pow-
er in the hands of just one 
person. 

It goes against ev-
erything they feared and 
everything Montesquieu 
taught. Biden needs to be 
careful. For a man who 
claimed Trump was a ty-
rant, Biden has more than 
doubled the number of 
Trump’s executive orders 
for the same amount of 
time in office.
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Keith Truenow (Dist. 31) ............. 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)

Order: President taking action in 
time of an emergency is allowed

significant number of my 
readers are from Apopka, 
I thought I would share 
some details of that plan.

The boundaries of 
the Apopka CRA are gen-
erally as follows: to the 
north is Oak Street/Mon-
roe Street, to the west is 
Hawthorne Avenue, to the 
south is 10th Street and to 
the east is Alabama Avenue 
and McGee Avenue. It con-
tains 485.9 acres and 1,014 
parcels. The area also has 
65.9 percent renter-occu-
pied housing and the me-
dian household income is 
$30,576. 

The 2017 report 
also ably describes four 
principles for improve-
ment. These principles in-
clude: natural surveillance, 
territorial reinforcement, 
natural access control, and 
management. 

Under the surveil-
lance category, the report 
recommends more pedes-
trian-friendly sidewalks 
and streets, front porches, 
and adequate night-time 
lighting. 

Territorial reinforce-
ment more specifically 
means landscape improve-
ments, pavement design, 
gateway features, and way-
finding signs. So many ter-

rific assets such as Dream 
Lake Park, Kit Land Nel-
son Park, Apopka Sta-
tion, Museum of the Apop-
kans, Fran Carlton Center, 
Splash Park could defi-
nitely be highlighted with 
wayfinding signs along 
U.S. Highway 441, the 
West Orange Trail, and 
Park Avenue.

Natural Access Con-
trol are words for improve-
ments made to decrease 
the opportunity for crime. 
This includes LED light-
ing, clean and tidy prop-
erties, and other structural 
improvements.

Management refers to 
practices and techniques 

which minimize potential 
opportunities for crime. 
They include an establish-
ment’s hours of operation, 
storage of inventory, and 
quality of the interior light-
ing of a facility. 

According to the re-
port, the U.S. Department 
of Justice also offers a few 
theoretical explanations 
for differing neighborhood 
crime levels. Social dis-
organization is one theory 
which suggests the abil-
ity of neighbors to control 
criminal deviancy. It can 
be impaired with constant 
residential turnover. Rental 

Moore: Apopka’s CRA briefly explained
Continued from page 2A

help.
The message has been 

received and I do hear from 
stakeholders frequently, 
almost daily, in fact. I an-
swer my emails quickly 
and really love being able 
to connect people with 
staff members at OCPS 
that can answer questions 
or resolve issues for them. 
It’s like a puzzle that I get 
to solve every day and it 
usually ends with joy.

Sometimes people 
reach out to me when they 
have tried to find a solu-
tion on their own or they 

feel like they are not be-
ing heard at the school lev-
el. They can be quite frus-
trated or upset and I re-
ally enjoy being able to 
talk through the issue with 
them, sometimes explain 
the district’s point of view 
or reasoning for a deci-
sion or find them someone 
at the district level that can 
help.

For the most part, our 
schools do a great job and 
we are a stellar, “A” rated 
school district. But we are 
also a large school district 
with more than 200,000 
students and 25,000 em-
ployees. In any organiza-

tion that large, there are 
times when individual cas-
es need special attention.

This is when a parent 
might reach out to me and 
ask for my help navigat-
ing our large district. The 
school district is made up 
of numerous divisions and 
departments that each han-
dle a different area within 
the district.

Examples of a few of 
those departments are Fa-
cilities, Operations, Teach-
ing and Learning, Career 
and Technical Education, 
Finance, and Communica-

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Schools do a great job and 
our school district has ‘A’ rating
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING 

CITY OF APOPKA

Apopka City Council
Community Development Dept.

NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2811 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February 
17, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.  

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance can be inspected 
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka 
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

January 29, 2021

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 34-20-28-9550-00-190
Contains: 5.06 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2811
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM TRANSITIONAL (T) TO RESIDENTIAL COUNTRY ESTATE 
(RCE), FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1228 USTLER 
ROAD, COMPRISING 5.06 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY 
ALBERTO ESTEBEN; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

NOTICE is hereby given that Alberto Esteben has made an application, 
in accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3187(c) and the Apopka Code 
of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 
2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka Planning Commission, and City Council 
for a REZONING OF PROPERTY. This application relates to the following 
described property: 

Continued from page 2A

Publish: The Apopka Chief                                                                                                         168233

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TRANSMITTAL OF A LARGE-SCALE 
FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT

CITY OF APOPKA

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Notice is given that a public hearing for the transmittal of the 
proposed amendment to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 
will be held by the City of Apopka Planning Commission at its 
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, 
March 9, 2021, beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as 
possible. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, 
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

February 26, 2021

Parcel Identifi cation Numbers: 13-20-27-0000-00-001; 
13-20-27-0000-00-022; and 13-20-27-0000- 00-062
Contains: 30.81 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE No. 2822
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE 
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION 
FROM FUTURE LAND USE IN PROGRESS TO MIXED-USE INTERCHANGE 
(5 DU/AC and 0.5 FAR) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY 
LOCATED EAST OF SR 429 AND WEST OF PLYMOUTH SORRENTO ROAD, 
AND OWNED BY KLEPZIG FAMILY TRUST, KLEPZIG DENNIS R LIFE 
ESTATE AND KLEPZIG JOANN LIFE ESTATE, COMPRISING 30.81 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)(c), 
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III, Land 
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that Pulte Homes 
Company, LLC c/o Aaron Struckmeyer has made an application to 
the City of Apopka Planning Commission and the City Council for a 
CHANGE IN THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM FUTURE LAND USE-IN 
PROGRESS TO MIXED-USE INTERCHANGE (5 DU/AC and 0.5 FAR) FOR 30.81 
+/- ACRES. This application relates to the following described 
property located east of SR 429 and west of Plymouth Sorrento Road, 
specifi cally located at 4140 Plymouth Sorrento Road.
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By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

A 101-year-old Apop-
ka man who has never re-
ceived any vaccination got 
his first COVID-19 shot 
and is scheduled to get his 
second dosage in March. 

Jose Ros received his 
COVID-19 vaccination 
shot at the Orange Coun-
ty Convention Center vac-
cination site in Orlando on 
Friday, February 19. 

Born in 1919, Ros will 
celebrate his 102nd birth-
day this June. 

The Orange Coun-
ty Convention Center site 
has been vaccinating up to 
3,000 individuals per day 
since Monday, February 22. 

“He’s doing great. 
There have been no reac-
tions at all. He’s a happy-
go-lucky guy,” Ros’ son-
in-law Ralph Terrero said 
in a Tuesday, February 23, 
phone interview. Ralph Ter-

rero and his wife Ana Ter-
rero – Ros’ daughter – had 
taken him to the convention 
center on Friday. 

Ros’ appointment to 
receive his second dose of 
the vaccine is scheduled for 
March 12 at 2 p.m., also at 
the Orange County Con-
vention Center vaccination 
site. 

“He’s never had a shot 
before,” Ralph Terrero said 
adding that, that includes a 
flu vaccination despite doc-
tor’s recommendation to 
obtain one. 

Ros’ daughter and 
son convinced him to re-
ceive a COVID-19 vacci-
nation after the family had 
much discussion about CO-
VID-19 and the vaccine. 
Ralph Terrero noted that 
his father-in-law reads the 
newspaper every morning 
and therefore is aware of 
the pandemic. 

“We didn’t want to 
force him (to get vaccinat-

ed),” Ralph Terrero said. 
Ros never tested posi-

tive for COVID-19, Ralph 
Terrero said. 

After initial difficulty 
in securing an appointment 
for Ros, Ralph Terrero con-
tacted Orange County Dis-
trict 2 Commissioner Chris-
tine Moore for assistance. 
With her help, the fami-
ly went to Orange County 

Jose Ros, a 101-year-old  Apopka man, receives his COVID-19 vaccine Friday, Feb-
ruary 19, at the Orange County Convention Center in Orlando.

Apopka man, 101, receives his 
COVID-19 vaccine in Orlando

See VACCIne Page 11A

Funerals don’t have to be 
Expensive to be Respectful.

(407) 880-1007

LOOMIS 
FAMILY

FUNERAL HOMES

Providing every 
family with the 
care and respect 

they deserve
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING 

CITY OF APOPKA

Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold 
a public hearing to consider Ordinance No. 2828 at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, March 9, 
2021 beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance and Master Plan 
can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised 
that, under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

February 26, 2021

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 18-21-28-0000-00-001
Contains: 31.4 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE No. 2828
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM TRANSITIONAL (T) TO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD), 
FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 810 S. BINION ROAD, 
COMPRISING 31.4 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY CLONTS FARM, 
INC.; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOTICE is hereby given that K Hovnanian Cambridge Homes, LLC has 
made an application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3187(c) 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission, and City Council for a REZONING OF PROPERTY. This 
application relates to the following described property: 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing to consider the change of zoning requests at 
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, 
March 9, 2021 beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as 
possible.

Further, notice is given that public hearings For Ordinance No. 2820 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, April 7, 
2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible AND 
on Wednesday, April 21, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as possible. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Zoning can be inspected at the 
Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

February 26, 2021

Parcel I.D.: 34-20-28-9550-00-220
Contains: 4.4 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE No. 2820
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING 
THE ZONING FROM RSF-1A (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-FAMILY ESTATE 
DISTRICT) TO RCE (RESIDENTIAL COUNTRY ESTATE DISTRICT) FOR 
CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED SOUTH OF E. WELCH ROAD AND 
WEST OF USTLER ROAD, COMPRISING 4.4 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND 
OWNED BY RICHARD G. HARWOOD JR.; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Sec. 166.041(3)(c), Florida Statutes 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, 
Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Richard G. Harwood Jr. has made 
an application, to the City of Apopka City Council, and Apopka 
Planning Commission for a change in Zoning from RSF-1A (Residential 
Single-Family Estate District) to RCE (Residential Country Estate 
District). This application relates to the following described 
property located South of E. Welch Road and West of Ustler Road. 

In 2008, Barack Obama 
promised to “fundamen-
tally transform America”. In 
2020, Joe Biden called the 
Corona Virus an “incredible 
opportunity to fundamen-
tally transform the country”. 
Whatever Obama meant by 
those words, Biden and his 
handlers mean a gazillion 
times more to the extreme. 
With him in the WH, the 
House in Pelosi’s grip and 
Schumer leading the Sen-
ate, things have already 
gone from bad to worse, 
with Democrats coming out 
of the woodwork to help the 
progressive cause which is, 
to silence … to wipe out any 
and all who disagree with 
them, whether in history or 
today.

To that end, two Cali-
fornia Democrat Congress-
men Jerry McNerny and 
Anna Eshoo have sent the 
following letter to Alphabet 
Inc., Altice USA, Amazon, 
Apple, AT&T, Charter Com-
munications, Comcast, Cox 
Communications, Dish Net-
work, Hulu, and Roku: “Our 
country’s public discourse 
is plagued by misinforma-
tion, disinformation, conspir-
acy theories, and lies. These 
phenomena undergird the 
radicalization of seditious 

individuals who committed 
acts of insurrection on Jan-
uary 6, and it contributes to 
a growing distrust of public 
health measures necessary 
to crush the pandemic. We 
are concerned about the 
role AT&T plays in dissemi-
nating misinformation to mil-
lions of its U-verse, DirecTV, 
and AT&T TV subscribers 
and we write to you today 
to request additional infor-
mation about what actions 
AT&T is taking to address 
these issues. Nearly half of 
Americans get their news 
primarily from TV. However, 
not all TV news sources are 
the same. Some purported 
news outlets have long 
been misinformation rumor 
mills and conspiracy theory 
hotbeds that produce con-
tent that leads to real harm.”

“Misinformation on TV 
has led to our current pollut-
ed information environment 
that radicalizes individuals 
to commit seditious acts 
and rejects public health 
best practices, among oth-
er issues in our public dis-
course.”

“Are you planning to 
continue carrying Fox News, 
Newsmax, and OANN on U-
verse, DirecTV, and AT&T TV 
both now and beyond any 
contract renewal date? If 
so, why?”

What a joke! If they 
cared about “misinforma-
tion”, they’d have to shut 
down the left-stream media, 
Congress and their gov-
ernment schools. They just 
want to ensure that their 
misinformation is the only 
misinformation out there. 
They do think we’re stupid, 

that we don’t get it.
They think we don’t get 

their so-called Covid Relief 
Bill … but even if we don’t 
there are (respected) others 
who do, like The Wall Street 
Journal editorial board who 
said of the bill: a “generous 
definition of Covid-related 
provisions tall ies some 
$825 billion, in the $1.9 Tril-
lion American Rescue Plan, 
while the rest goes towards 
‘bailouts for Democratic 
constituencies, expansions 
of progressive programs, 
pork, and unrelated policy 
changes.’” Their conclusion 
was that, “it’s disingenuous 
to call it a COVID relief bill 
when in reality it’s a ‘pro-
gressive blowout for the 
ages that does little for the 
economy but will finance 
Democratic interest groups 
for years.’”

Now, here’s the joke, 
they’re calling it the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan, right? 
But the Americans who will 
benefit more than the ones 
who really need it are the 
leaders of the states who 
are about to drown in debt 
through their own misman-
agement. I hate to see the 
innocent residents of those 
states suffer for something 
they didn’t do, but on the 
other hand I hate to see 
those red-state losers get 
rescued … free to run again 
and ruin their cities states 
again. You’d think that the 
party that screams for fair-
ness would recognize that 
rescuing them is unfair. And 
it’s not funny, either.

The Way 
I See It

Patti
Bankson

What do YOU think?
 barefootwahine1@yahoo.com

©2021 Patti Bankson

February 26, 
2021

Not Fair. 
Not Funny.
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rates are definitely too high 
in the Apopka CRA. Social 
efficacy is the willingness 
for residents to intervene 
and self-patrol an area. The 
belief is that homeown-
ers tend to more actively 
engage. Lastly, the bro-
ken window theory, which 
shows the connection be-
tween well-maintained ar-
eas and crime (tidy yards, 
operable windows, cars, 
and clean-appearance of 
buildings), proves code 
and positive reinforcement 
work to effectuate im-
provements in this area. I 
love the county’s 311 sys-
tem which through promo-
tion and emphasis will al-
low more citizens to par-
ticipate and assist with this 
process.

The report also men-

tions that demand for en-
tertainment services should 
increase as the surround-
ing population increases. 
The question is do more 
and more folks travel into 
this CRA area for din-
ing, events, sports, retail, 
and other activities? This 
should improve values and 
crime rates.

The trend in the CRA 
for this category is definite-
ly concerning: vacant prop-
erties. According to the 
city’s report in 1993 there 
were only 67 vacant prop-
erties, in 2004 there were 
142 vacant properties, and 
by 2016, there were 183. 
Helping citizens purchase 
and develop homes on va-
cant property is definite-
ly an issue the county and 
city both must address.

Finally, I turn in the 
report to page 38 and read 

these beautification goals: 
1) Develop an awards pro-
gram which recognizes 
beautification; 2) Create a 
program which recognizes 
historical projects; 3) Cre-
ate a façade improvement 
grant program; 4) Develop 
directional signage (way-
finding) and gateway fea-
tures; 5) Develop new pub-
lic spaces and parks and 
better maintain those cur-
rently operating; and 5) 
Enhance the streetscape of 
CRA roadways. 

I really stress infra-
structure improvements in 
my unincorporated areas. 
Masterplans for replace-
ment or upgrades for road-
ways, potable water, sani-
tary sewer, reclaimed wa-
ter, and storm water are 
keys. Finally, I love these 
three remaining recom-
mendations in the city’s 

CRA document: protect es-
tablished residential neigh-
borhoods from incompat-
ible types of uses, focus on 
pedestrian amenities, and 
guide private development 
into creating a walkable 
and vibrant atmosphere. I’d 
love to see neighborhoods 
join together for walking 
clubs. We could walk down 
Wekiwa Springs Road, 
Magnolia Homes Road, 
Park Avenue, Beggs Road, 
and even the West Orange 
Trail. All it takes is a few 
leaders with good commu-
nication skills.

As I read the lengthy 
Apopka CRA plan from 
2017, I was reminded of 
best practices and sound 
principles. It is my hope to 
see all my incorporated ar-
eas, city CRA districts, and 
the county in general to 
thrive and prosper.

Moore: Vacant properties are a problem

tions. Each of the depart-
ments has a chief that I 
usually communicate with 
directly or I share issues 
with the superintendent and 
she assigns staff to han-
dle it.

Either way, when I 
send a concern to the dis-
trict, it gets handled, ex-
plained, or addressed very 
quickly. The district staff is 
efficient and always ready 
and willing to answer my 
questions or help when I 
ask. 

This is why I think 
it is so funny that I never 
thought to reach out to my 
school board member all 
these years as an involved 
parent. The school board 
member can be a great re-
source for the community, 
teachers, and families. 

While I have big goals, 
partnerships and larger pol-
icy changes I am always 
working on and hope to ac-
complish during my time 
in office, helping a parent 
who doesn’t know where 
else to turn will always be 
the best part of this job.

Byrd: Helping a 
parent is important
Continued from page 4A

Continued from page 4A
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Apopka City Council

The proposed annexation, as indicated in the map of this 
advertisement, may be inspected by the public in the City of Apopka 
Community Development Department, and/or the offi ce of the City 
Clerk, at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida (Apopka City Hall).

NOTICE is hereby given that the public hearings to consider Ordinance 
Number 2823 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
regularly scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 East Main Street, on Wednesday, March 3, 2021 
beginning at 1:30 P.M. and on Wednesday, March 17, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you 
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you 
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with 
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

February 26, 2021

Parcel I.D. Numbers: 07-20-28-0000-00-067 and 07-20-28-0000-00-066
Contains:  30.19 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2823
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY LEE 
LEE KYUN, LEE MYUNG JA, NAM KI YEON AND LEE JONG DAN NAM; 
LOCATED NORTH OF KELLY PARK ROAD AND EAST OF DOWMAN DRIVE; 
PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, 
CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOTICE is hereby given that the property owner noted below and shown 
in the attached vicinity map have made an application, in accordance 
with Florida Statutes 171.044, the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part 
III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.5.1.A, to the City 
of Apopka City Council, for ANNEXATION of the property shown in the 
following map:
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

Apopka City Council 
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing to consider the change of Future Land Use and 
change of zoning requests at its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 beginning at 5:30 p.m., 
or as soon thereafter as possible.

Further, notice is given that public hearings For Ordinance No. 2827 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, April 7, 
2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible AND 
on Wednesday, April 21, 2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as possible. 

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Zoning can be 
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located 
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, 
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with 
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record 
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate 
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce 
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, 
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

February 26, 2021

Parcel I.D.: 24-20-27-0000-00-005, 24-20-27-0000-00-076
Contains: 23.4 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE No. 2827
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM AG(AGRICULTURE) TO RSF-1B (RESIDENTIAL SINGLE-
FAMILY – LARGE LOT) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE 
NORTH SIDE OF PONKAN ROAD, EAST OF POVERTY LANE, COMPRISING 
23.4 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY FTI FUNDING, LLC, 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Sec. 166.041(3)(c), Florida Statutes 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, 
Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Appian Engineering, LLC. has made 
an application, to the City of Apopka City Council, and Apopka 
Planning Commission for a change in Zoning from AG (Agriculture) 
to RSF-1B (Residential Single-Family – Large Lot). This application 
relates to the following described properties located on the north 
side of Ponkan Road, east of Poverty Lane. 

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

ORDINANCE 
NO SHOULD BE 
2827?

she has presented 26 pro-
grams before the COV-
ID-19 pandemic and cre-
ated three virtual programs 
since. 

“Interpreting is allow-
ing a visitor, a guest, a fel-
low employee, anybody 
who comes to this park to 
form a personal connection 
with the resources here,” 
Cummings said. “That hap-
pens easiest when there’s 
someone to facilitate it. 
And that’s what being an 
interpreter does. So as an 
interpreter, I help make 
those connections between 
the treasures of Weki-

wa Springs State Park 
and anybody who passes 
through those gates.” 

Cummings credits her 
background as an environ-
mental science teacher with 
her interpreting skills. She 
taught environmental sci-
ence in Windham, N.H., for 
almost 15 years. After mov-
ing to Florida, she began 
volunteering for Florida 
State Parks in 2013, and has 
been employed full-time as 
a park ranger since 2017.  

“I loved what I 
did (but) it felt like it was 
time for a change,” she 
said. “So I started as a vol-
unteer here and found some 

Ranger: Cummings has been employed as a park ranger since 2017
Continued from page 6A of those connections I was 

trying to make with peo-
ple in the classroom; I was 
much better suited to be-
ing an interpreter for Flori-
da State Parks. That educa-
tional background comes in 
wonderfully now because 
of my ability to understand 
curriculum science stan-
dards, and to be able to tai-
lor that both to homeschool 
groups, which are work-
ing with their own cur-

riculum, and other school 
groups, public schools and 
private schools as well.”  

A news release from 
the FDOT calls Cummings 
a “pioneer for virtual pro-
gramming at the start of the 
pandemic.” 

“Jane is so adaptable 
in the fact that she can 
give programs to anyone 
(young, old, large group 
size or small) on almost 
any topic related to the park 

(natural and cultural re-
sources),” the news release 
states. “She has also been 
successful in modifying her 
interpretive approach dur-
ing the pandemic to focus 
on roving interpretation.” 

“Jane’s contributions 
to the interpretive program 
have elevated the visitor 
experience,” the statement 
continues. “From giving 
interpretive programs to 
helping visitors with any 

questions or concerns they 
may have, Jane will go 
above and beyond to cre-
ate a happy and safe visi-
tor experience. As the in-
terpretive lead for Weki-
wa Springs, she shares her 
passion towards protect-
ing our natural and cultural 
resources to park staff and 
park visitors. Jane is com-
mitted to enhancing the in-
terpretive program at Weki-
wa Springs State Park.”

Your Opinion Counts • Send a Letter to the Editor • news@theapopkachief.com
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panel.  
“One thing that hasn’t 

changed is that we still con-
tinue to have a fantastic 
legislative delegation here 
in Central Florida. There 
are voices in Tallahassee. 
My mentor at our firm al-
ways said, ‘In Tallahas-
see, if you’re not at the ta-
ble, you’re on the menu.’ 
And so we had a great leg-
islative delegation mak-
ing sure that Central Flor-
ida is at the table, not on 
the menu when it comes to 
important conversations in 
state policy and state fund-
ing,” Dawson said.  

Prior to the 
event, the Chamber board 
of directors had voted to 
approve the Chamber’s 
2021 legislative agenda, a 
set of policy goals that will 
guide the Chamber’s advo-
cacy during the 2021 legis-
lative session. 

The Chamber’s advo-
cacy includes COVID-19 
relief for businesses, in 
which the Chamber sup-
ports COVID-19 liability 
protections for all business-
es and that only businesses 
with convincing evidence 
they were the cause and 
acted with gross negligence 
could be sued by custom-
ers for COVID-19 related 
damages; and regarding the 
state budget shortfall, en-
couraging the Florida leg-
islature to specifically close 
the online sales tax loop-
hole, which will generate 
revenue from multinational 
corporations while protect-
ing local small businesses.   

The agenda was de-
veloped through the priori-
ties identified by the board 
of directors and its Gov-
ernment Affairs and Issues 
Committee, as well as by 
input and feedback from 

the Chamber’s member-
ship.   

“The Apopka Area 
Chamber of Commerce will 
use this legislative agenda 
as a tool to provide leader-
ship and advocacy, in order 
to influence the economic 
and governmental issues 
impacting our communi-
ty and the greater Apop-
ka area,” Tim Clark, chair-
man of the board and CEO 
of AdventHealth Apopka, 
was quoted as saying in a 
statement from the Cham-
ber. “While this global pan-
demic has clearly impacted 
our community, our mis-
sion remains focused on 
serving the economic de-
velopment, prosperity, and 
sustainability of our com-
munity and region through 
connectivity, leadership, 
education and support.”   

Kamia Brown (D-
Ocoee) represents District 
45, which also includes 
much of South Apopka. 
Her first term of office be-
gan on November 8, 2016, 
and her current term ends 
on November 8, 2022. She 
won re-election to the Flor-
ida House of Representa-
tives to represent District 
45 outright in the general 
election on November 3, 
2020, after she had no op-
ponents.  

Scott Plakon (R-Long-
wood) assumed office as 

state representative for Dis-
trict 29 on November 18, 
2014. His current term ends 
on November 8, 2022. He 
ran for re-election and won 
in the general election on 
November 3, 2020. From 
2008 to 2012, Plakon rep-
resented District 37 in the 
Florida House of Represen-
tatives.  

Keith Truenow (R-Ta-
vares) won the state repre-
sentative seat for District 
31 in the general election 
on November 3, 2020, and 
assumed office on the same 
day. His current term ends 
on November 8, 2022. He 
succeeds Jennifer Sullivan, 
who moved out of state.  
COVID-19 relief/state 
budget shortfall  

The COVID-19 lock-
down has impacted the 
state economy with Flor-
ida facing a budget short-
fall of at least $2.1 bil-
lion in the next fiscal year. 
Therefore, elected officials 
will explore what cuts will 
be made and what revenue 
streams could be used to re-
fill coffers such as the on-
line sales tax, renewing the 
gaming compact to include 
sports betting, and universi-
ty tuition hikes.   

The state representa-
tives discussed whether 
COVID-19 had changed 
the conversation on tour-
ism marketing dollars and 

Visit Florida, the state’s 
tourism marketing corpo-
ration.  
Sewer funding  

The Chamber is ad-
vocating the passage of a 
bill that would provide up 
to $1 million to continue 
converting septic tanks to 
sewer lines in the Wekiva 
basin, particularly near to 
Wekiwa Springs State Park.  

The state wants septic 
tanks near springs to be re-
placed because some offi-
cials believe the tanks are 
one of many on-land sourc-
es causing nitrates to seep 
through the ground and into 
the spring water.     

Excess nutrients 
cause an overabundance 
of algae, which can lead to 
fish kills, the smothering 
of river bottoms, and the 
reduction of flora and fau-
na diversity. The state iden-
tified septic systems as ac-
countable for 29 percent of 
nitrogen loading sources in 
the Wekiwa Springs region.    

The Springs and 
Aquifer Protection Act of 
2016 says that any out-
standing Florida spring 
where septic tanks are 
more than 20 percent of the 
load must have a septic tank 
remediation plan, hence the 
requirement that nearby ho-
meowners must switch out 
their septic tanks.    

There are 32,566 sep-
tic tanks in the Wekiva Pri-
ority Focus Area, a targeted 
location for septic projects.  

According to the 
Chamber’s press release, 
“The Apopka area is known 
for its natural beauty driven 
from the Wekiva and Kelly 
Springs and is working to 
develop a more robust ec-
otourism industry focused 
on these resources, howev-
er the damaging effects of 
septic tanks on the springs 
is well documented.”

Preview: Lawmakers discussed several subjects
Continued from page 1A

Robert Agrusa, Chamber president, applauds during 
his final event with the Chamber as he moves on to 
another position.
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing to consider the special exception 
request at its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers 
of the Apopka City Hall on Tuesday, March 9, 2021, beginning 
at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above 
listed hearing to speak. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect 
to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing 
assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should 
contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida  32703; Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less 
than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

February 26, 2021

Parcel Nos:  34-20-28-7440-02-000, 34-20-28-7440-03-000
Containing: 6.74 acres +/-

NOTICE is hereby given that CHARLIE SABIN has made an 
application, in accordance with Apopka Code of Ordinances, 
Part III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 4.2.2.C 
to the City of Apopka Planning Commission for a SPECIAL 
EXCEPTION TO ALLOW AN ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY (ALF) IN THE 
COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL (C-C) ZONING DISTRICT.

This application relates to the following described property 
located on the east side of Rock Springs Road, south of E. 
Welch Road:

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

THIS ONE DOES NOT HAVE AN ORDINANCE 
NUMBER. IS THAT OK?
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

PLAN UPDATE
NOTICE is hereby given that the CITY OF APOPKA has 
made an application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 
163.3187 and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, 
Land Development Code, Article 2, Section 2.5.1.B, to 
the City of Apopka City Council, and Apopka Planning 
Commission for an AMENDMENT TO THE APOPKA 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
ELEMENT, UPDATING THE FIVE YEAR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS PLAN TO ADDRESS RECREATION 
IMPROVEMENTS.  

ORDINANCE NO. 2826
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, 
FLORIDA, ADOPTING 2021/2022 THROUGH 
2026/2027 FIVE YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 
ANNUAL UPDATE; PROVIDING FOR 
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR EXCLUSION 
FROM CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning 
Commission will hold a public hearing to consider the 
update to the Capital Improvements Element request at 
its scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the 
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on 
Tuesday, March 9, 2021 beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as 
soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that public hearings on the 
proposed amendments will be held by the City of Apopka 
City Council at its regularly scheduled meetings in the City 
Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main 
Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, April 7, 2021, 
beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible 
AND on Wednesday, April 21, 2021, beginning at 7:00 
p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.  Public hearing 
notices are also posted at www.apopka.net.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the 
above listed hearings to speak. The proposed Capital 
Improvements Element amendment (Recreation 
Improvements) can be inspected at the Apopka Community 
Development Department located at Apopka City Hall on 
weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, 
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made 
with respect to this matter, you will need a record of the 
proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence 
upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with 
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 
East Main Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-
1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.
  
  Apopka Planning Commission 
  Apopka City Council
  Community Development Department
February 26, 2021
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