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Corbeil: Prototype is expected Christmas lights were great
Continued from page 2A

cent of patients do not adequately respond to anti-epileptic drugs and therefore
live under constant fear of
impending seizures, the
central nervous system disorder is highly pervasive
and at times debilitating.
For such patients, a viable
seizure prediction device
could offer a substantial
improvement in quality of
life, enabling them to avoid
seizure-related injuries.
Current seizure alarm devices can detect a seizure
in real time but are unable

to provide advance warnings of impending seizures.
Before now, there were no
seizure-predicting devices
to alert patients and allow
them to prepare for upcoming seizures.
“Epiness combines a
wearable EEG device with
state-of-the-art software
that minimizes the number
of necessary EEG electronics and optimizes electrode
placement on the scalp.
The sophisticated
machine-learning algorithms are designed to filter
‘noise’ that is not related to
brain activity, extract infor-

mative measures of the underlying brain dynamics,
and distinguish between
brain activity before an
expected epileptic seizure
and brain activity when a
seizure is not expected to
occur.
“Researchers are currently developing an accurate and user-friendly prototype for clinical trials.”
“Verily I (Jesus) say
unto you, There be some
standing here, which shall
not taste of death, till they
see the Son of man coming
in his kingdom.” Matthew
16:28.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL SCALE
FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3187 and 166.041(3)
(c), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III,
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Carpenter
Companies Florida LLC has made an application, to the City of
Apopka City Council, and Apopka Planning Commission for a change
in the Future Land Use Designation for approximately 0.13 +/- acres
from Ofﬁce to Mixed Use. This application relates to the following
described property located South of E. Oak Street and West of N.
Forest Avenue.

Editor:

A big thank-you to the city of Apopka for the wonderful new Christmas lights on
U.S. Highway 441. They are pretty and the blue lights on the stars were a perfect Blue
Darter blue.
Melony Pyburn
Apopka

Police Academy so educational
Editor:

If you want to learn
the whats, whys, and hows
of our wonderful and toprated Apopka Police Department, I encourage you
to apply to participate in
the Apopka Police Academy 2021 class.
The Citizens Police
Academy 2021 is a 12week program designed
to acquaint residents with
the activities of the Apopka Police Department, foster public education, and
provide the opportunity
to serve at community-related events. Participants
learn about criminal investigations, SWAT, K-9, and
more, all taught by Apopka
Police Department Officers
and civilian employees.

As a recent graduate
of the Apopka Police Academy 2020 class, it provided
me the opportunity to gain
a better understanding of
the training, tools, qualifications, challenges and opportunities these law enforcement professionals
face each day.
Upon successful completion of this 12-week
program you will have the
opportunity to become a
member of the Citizen’s
Police Academy Alumni
Association (ACPAAA).
ACPAAA is a group of individuals dedicated to support the mission of the
Apopka Police Department. Volunteers work
throughout the year at
events hosted by the city of
Apopka including parades,

Shop With A Cop, other
civic events, and citizen’s
patrol.
If interested, please
submit your application as
soon as possible as there
are a limited number of
spaces available. Applications are available in the
front lobby of the Apopka
Police Department at 112
E. 6th St., Monday-Friday,
8 a.m.-5 p.m.
There is no cost for
this program but there are
a number of requirements
in order to participate.
If you have questions or
would like more information, please contact Officer
Jason Wiggins at 407-7031777 or JWiggins@Apopka.net.
Rod Olsen
Apopka

Moore: Working together is timeconsuming, but results worth it
Continued from page 2A

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

Parcel I.D.: 10-21-28-2200-00-521
Contains: 0.13 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2810
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM OFFICE TO MIXED USE FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED
SOUTH OF E. OAK STREET AND WEST OF N. FOREST AVENUE,
COMPRISING 0.13 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY CARPENTER
COMPANIES FLORIDA LLC; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notice is given that a public hearing For Ordinance No. 2810
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, January 20,
2021, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use can be inspected
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.
Apopka City Council
Community Development Department
January 8, 2021
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to work with their leaders.
We must then tolerate our
leaders and stop demanding autocrats.
Kercher recommends
developing strategic-directed action plans. I have
developed a strategic plan
for my office. My staff and
I just reviewed the data to
evaluate our effectiveness
and better plan for 2021.
I believe every area in
the district must have its
own strategic plan and citizen-based organization.
I’m glad for the city of
Apopka, Ocoee, Orlando,
Pine Hills Council, NID
and Safe Council, Tangerine Improvement Society,
Clarcona Rural Settlement,
and Eatonville. I support
their efforts and applaud all
their strategic planning.
The areas the county
commissioner must help
the residents to come together for brand new community-wide visioning are
the Wekiwa Springs area,
South Apopka (unincorporated), Zellwood, Lockhart,
and Paradise Heights. This
is a big undertaking.
I’m in the beginning
stages and seek to develop documents, groups, and
membership. I did start in
2020 quarterly online HOA
meetings with breakout
sessions.
I’m hoping this year
after the pandemic wanes,
these communities can
spend a Saturday together
on strategic planning.
I want every part of
Orange County to be its
best.
I’m proud of what has
already been accomplished
and look forward to all
communities in District 2
succeeding and becoming
character towns.
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the tools to fulfill the vision. I think of Beverly
Winesburg and Lorena Potter who recently produced
an Apopka Christmas Parade in the middle of a pandemic. These ladies knew
someone had to continue
this safe, community-wide
event
According to Kercher,
“Good political leadership
is necessary for preserving
and enhancing character in
towns; and even more important in creating character in those towns which
have yet to find their way.”
The first mayor of Orange County offered her
attributes of good political
leadership.
She recommends
building relationships within the government and
throughout the entire community; always considering the long-term impact
of decisions; respecting
the views of others, especially other elected officials; establishing suitable
structures for active citizen participation; attracting respected and qualified
advisors and professional
staff; balancing the costs
of regulations with benefits; searching for sustainable systems, probing for
efficiencies and lower-cost
solutions; and calculating
the risk of inaction with the
risk of action.
Here is the most insightful quote from Kercher, “Politics is the decisionmaking process of democracy.”
Working together,
making group or community decisions, is time-consuming. But, the alternative of one person making

all the decisions is not democracy. Our leaders are
our representatives and
representatives must seek
and receive input from the
community from which
they were elected.
He warns that a bit of
bureaucracy or management is necessary, and a
community-based vision
must be the driver for the
town’s strategy and actions.
Since everything affects
everything else, a broad
and deep view is necessary
for the leaders and citizens
to understand all of the social, economic, and physical activities and connections of the system to be
governed and managed.
Comprehensive thinking is
vital to success.
Transparency and accountability are also vital
principles for good leaders.
Institutions which work
in the best interests of the
town should also be familiar to the residents. Leaders must not be afraid of
the citizens “knowing too
much.” Knowledge is power and engaged citizens are
a critical.
A wide group of people, a host of housing
types, a variety of travel
options, and a diversity of
landscape can bring beauty in all things and create a
“sustainable, and interesting social, economic, and
physical setting for the city
or town.”
His conclusion is that
good government doesn’t
just happen. The citizens
must demand it. Community leaders and municipal officials are required to
develop strategies which
translate the community’s
vision and measurable action. Citizens must desire
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City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911
www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)........................... 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative
Val Demings (Dist. 10)................. 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Jennifer Sullivan (Dist. 31).......... 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45)............... 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11).......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441
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County: COVID-19 has affected all their offices
Continued from page 3A
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The following ordinance will be read
and considered for adoption at the City
Council meeting in the Apopka City Hall
Council Chambers on Wednesday, January,
20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as possible.
ORDINANCE NO. 2815
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA,
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 78
- UTILITIES, ARTICLE II – WATER AND
SEWER SYSTEMS, DIVISION 2 – FEES AND
CHARGERS, SECTION 78-51. – SEWER
TAP FEES; BY AMENDING CHAPTER 78,
ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2, SECTION 7853.–INITIATION OF WATER SERVICE;
BY AMENDING CHAPTER 78, ARTICLE II,
DIVISION 2, SECTION 78-54. – WATER
USE CHARGES AND DEPOSIT; BY AMENDING
CHAPTER 78, ARTICLE II, DIVISION
2, SECTION 78-54.-WASTEWATER USE
CHARGES AND DEPOSIT; BY AMENDING
CHAPTER 78, ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2,
SECTION 78-58.-WATER AND RECLAIMED
WATER METER READING RE-CHECK; BY
AMENDING CHAPTER 78, ARTICLE II,
DIVISION 3. RECLAIMED WATER SYSTEM,
SECTION 78-91.-CONNECTION CHARGES;
BY AMENDING CHAPTER 78, ARTICLE II,
DIVISION 3, SECTION 78-92.-RECLAIMED
WATER
USE
CHARGES;
PROVIDING
FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING
FOR
CONFLICTS; AND SETTING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.
Interested parties may appear at this
meeting and be heard with respect to
the proposed ordinance. The proposed
ordinance is available in the City
Clerk’s oﬀice for inspection.
Please be advised that, under State
law, if you decide to appeal a decision
made with respect to this matter, you
will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim
record is made, which record includes
the testimony and evidence upon which
the appeal is to be based. In accordance
with the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), persons with disabilities
needing assistance to participate in
any of these proceedings should contact
the City Clerk’s Oﬀice at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to
the proceeding.

to Rican to serve as Orange
County’s property appraiser.
“The honor and responsibilities do not escape
me,” Mercado said. “Now
onto the real work at hand,
which is fighting to get out
of this pandemic stronger
and better than ever. I am
looking forward to meeting
the team at OCPA as well
as rolling up my sleeves
with them and taking on the
challenges ahead. We will
find our way out. We will
go left. We will go right or
through it if we have to, until we get where we need
to be, even if that path zigzags or goes in circles for a
while.”
Moore Russell, who
has already served six years
as clerk, is the first African-American female clerk
elected in the Florida.
“Now, as we look forward to the next four years
and we continue to navigate this pandemic, I know
that we will continue to
believe in our own strategic plan, which is to focus
on being beyond a digital transformation opportunity,” Moore Russell said.
“We will continue to focus
on our employees. We will
continue to increase access
to justice for our citizens in
this community while also
continuing to be fiscally ac-

SUDOKU ANSWERS: PAGE 3B
As his wife Cheryl holds a Bible, Supervisor of Elections Bill Cowles is sworn in by
Orange County Court Judge Jeanette Dejuras Bigney.

01/08/21
countable
to the citizens of
Orange County. I know that
together we will continue
to grow and expand our services to this community.”
Diamond listed the accomplishments his office
has made under his leadership, among them improving government transparency and accessibility, making records easier to find,
and making them compliant under the Americans
for Disabilities Act. He was
elected comptroller in 2016
and assumed office in 2017.
In spite of COVID-19,
the comptroller’s staff was
able to overcome challenges that COVID-19 presented.
“They split schedules,

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The following ordinance will be read
and considered for adoption at the City
Council meeting in the Apopka City Hall
Council Chambers on Wednesday, January,
20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.
ORDINANCE NO. 2814
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA,
AMENDING CHAPTER 66 OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF APOPKA,
FLORIDA ENTITLED “PUBLIC SERVICE
TAX”, BY AMENDING SECTION 66-44
ENTITLED “IMPOSED”; PROVIDING
FOR THE LEVY AND AMOUNT OF THE
TAX; BY AMENDING SECTION 66-47
ENTITLED “EXEMPTIONS”; PROVIDING
FOR
AGRICULTURAL
EXEMPTIONS;
PROVIDING
FOR
CODIFICATION;
PROVIDING
FOR
SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Interested parties may appear at this
meeting and be heard with respect to the
proposed ordinance. The proposed ordinance is available in the City Clerk’s
ofﬁce for inspection.
Please be advised that, under State law,
if you decide to appeal a decision made
with respect to this matter, you will
need a record of the proceedings and may
need to ensure that a verbatim record is
made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal
is to be based. In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City
Clerk’s Ofﬁce at 120 East Main Street,
Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-7031704, no less than 48 hours prior to the
proceeding.

Dated this
7th day of January, 2021
Dated this
Susan M. Bone, City Clerk
7th day of January, 2021
City of Apopka, Florida
Susan M. Bone, City Clerk
Publish: January 8, 2021
City of Apopka, Florida
Publish: January 8, 2021
The Apopka Chief
The Apopka Chief
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split offices, and worked
remotely,” Diamond said.
“However, we continued to
pay our 800 first responders
and public servants without fail. We paid the county’s small-business vendors, and we wrote an extra 50,000 COVID relief
checks to support our community in just months. This
past year has been challenging, but our future is
much brighter.”
Randolph was previously elected Orange County tax collector in 2012 and
2016. Before becoming tax
collector, he served in the
Florida Legislature representing Orange County. He
recognized his staff of over
300 employees who have
returned to doing face-toface transactions since the
end of May during the pandemic.
“Despite that stress,
our employees – like all
public servants – show up
to work day in and day out
with an eagerness to serve,
whether it’s a homeowner
at risk of losing their property or a truck driver who
needs to renew their commercial driver’s license
in order to haul essential
goods,” Randolph said.
“Our workforce has served
more than 470,000 customers in person since we reopened in May, and I’m
grateful for each and every

one of those employees.”
Currently the longest-serving Orange County constitutional officer,
Cowles was first elected
supervisor of elections in
1996 and has won re-election ever since. He said that
in 2020, the county conducted three countywide
elections yet did not close
one polling place.
“We had more early voting sites, more early
voters, more vote-by-mail
ballots than ever,” he said.
Cowles also pointed to
how no one in the county’s
elections office – which is
usually small at 49 fulltime positions but totals
more than 3,200 full-time
and part-time employees
come Election Day – contracted the coronavirus.
“This community was
safe and we were able to
conduct the election safely,
efficiently this past year,”
he said. “The irony is not
missing on the fact that the
polls have been opened for
several hours in the state
of Georgia. As the mayor (Demings) said, this democracy is strong and will
survive. Whatever happens,
whether it be today’s election in Georgia, tomorrow’s
historic Electoral College
vote in (Washington) D.C.,
we are set here in Orange
County. The elections are
good, fair, and accurate.”

Study: Cost is up to $3M
Continued from page 1A

Apopka and Orange County. Some of the intersection
area is within the Apopka city limits, and some is
in unincorporated Orange
County.
Before getting funding
for the Access Management
and Intersection Study, the
city and county have made
some small, but effective
improvements to the intersection.
In mid-2019, phase
1A was carried out at the
Welch Road/Rock Springs
Road intersection, which
involved removing the leftturn lane gores on Rock
Springs Road, both north
and south of Welch Road;
and switching the threehead traffic light for a five-

head one with a right-turn
green arrow on westbound
Welch Road. That phase
had noticeably improved
the intersection’s traffic
flow, Richmond said.
“We are in the process
of making some adjustments to help the intersection operate more efficiently,” Richmond said.
Changes were monitored before school began in
summer 2019. Once school
began on August 12 of that
year, the modifications were
observed again to see if the
opening of schools has any
significant effect.
The long-term fixes to
the intersection are expected to cost between $2 million and $3 million, Richmond said at a City Council
meeting in July 2019.

