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Free food distribution set for Saturday,
January 23, at Apopka High north campus
A free Farm Share food
distribution will be held
Saturday, January 23, from
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the
north campus at Apopka
High School, 800 N. Wells
St., Apopka.
Volunteers from Farm
Share and Feed the Need
Florida will have enough
food items for approxi-

mately 500 family and the
food will be given out on a
first-come, first-served basis.
The event will be
drive-through only and no
walk-ups will be allowed.
The food distribution is being done through
state Sen. Randolph Bracy, Farm Share, Feed the

Need Florida, the Apopka
High School PTSA, Apopka Area Concern Citizens
Coalition, Careplus, Dedicated Senior Medical Center, and FRRC.
The event is part of
continuous response to assist residents in Central
Florida during the COVID-19 pandemic.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT

Corbeil: Bottom wages soared to 9%
Continued from page 2A

7 million jobs and going
up rapidly. Real weekly
wages for the lowest wage
earner have grown more in
the first three years of my
administration than the entire decade before my election.
“Since the election,
real wages have gone up
3.2 percent for the median
worker, but for the bottom
income group, real wages
are soaring – a number that
never happened before – 9
percent. Record stock market surges under Trump’s
leadership and rising gross
domestic product (GDP)

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3187 and 166.041(3)
(c), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III,
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Apopka
Centerline Development LLC has made an application, to the City of
Apopka City Council, and Apopka Planning Commission for a change
in the Future Land Use Designation for approximately 9.487 +/acres from “County” Rural to “City” Low Density Residential. This
application relates to the following described property located
Continued from page 2A
North of Boy Scout Road and East of South Binion Road.

as the fourth quarter 2019,
points to a healthy and robust economy.”
Unfortunately, a
worldwide strike of coronavirus has attacked economies viciously, but there
is little doubt that if any
national leader can restore
economy, President Trump
leads that pack.
Melania Trump is only
the second foreign-born
first lady in American history. The other one was
back in 1825 when London-born Louise Adams
was first lady.
Melania believes that
we have a responsibility

to help children cope with
myriad issues facing them
today, and remains committed to her purpose of
protecting teaching, and
empowering them”
“For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and
the ‘trump’ of God: and
the dead in Christ shall rise
first: Then we which are
alive shall be caught up
together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air, and so shall we
ever be with the Lord.”
Thessalonians 1:17.

Moore: 15 percent of eligible
homeowners must sign with ‘yes’
residents.
Putting in new lighting can be done too, but,
the process is different.
So, let’s look at how that’s
done and whether you may
want to consider streetlights in your neighborhood. First, if you’re interested, you must request
the lights be added to your
annual tax bill through
the approval of something known as a Municipal Services Benefit Unit
(MSBU). One homeowner
can start this process! The
Orange County Comptroller’s Office provides written petitions that must be

signed by property owners, not renters, who are
interested in seeing what it
would cost to put up streetlights. The petitions include the property owner’s
name(s), addresses, parcel
ID numbers, and telephone
numbers.
Fifteen percent of the
eligible homeowners saying yes with their signatures on the petitions is all
that is required to go to
the next step – where the
comptroller’s office works
with the energy provider
determining the cost for
installing lights and poles.
Then, the office creates a
second petition. This time
66-2/3 percent of eligible

property owners must say
yes before the streetlight
project begins.
Every homeowner
shares the costs on their annual property tax bill. The
MSBU process allows a
specific group of property
owners to pay for a benefit they would like to see
occur. The final step is approval of the newly-created
benefit unit by the Orange
County Board of Commissioners. We’re fortunate
to have this option in the
county.
If you have any questions about infrastructure, please call my office
at 407-836-5850 or email
District2@ocfl.net.

transitional periods. Students will have new opportunities and new challenges when they move to that
next educational phase.
This is also a transition
time for parents! Attendees
will have an opportunity to
engage in meaningful dialogue with experts and receive important tips and
resources for themselves
and their students. The virtual exhibit hall will feature colleges, universities
and community organizations to help navigate your
child’s educational journey.”
Virtual sessions during this Parent Academy
will include topics on funding your child’s education
past graduation, answering questions about college
admissions, the social and
emotional aspects of transitioning, career and technical education, study skills,
SAT and ACT prep and
many others.
This is a great opportunity for parents to learn
how they can best support their children and get
the much-needed information that can seem so overwhelming during these
times. I hope you will join
us!
GOOD NEWS FROM
SCHOOLS
As promised, I want
to spend time every week
focusing on the positive
things happening every day

in our schools.
This week, we hear
from Clay Springs Elementary and the fantastic, new
Principal Rebecca McDaid
as she shares some exciting
things going on at CSE.
Ms. McDaid writes:
*Fifth grade had a virtual
field trip with Channel 13
Meteorologist, Chris Gibson on January 6.
*First grade will be taking
a virtual field trip to a planetarium as they have just
begun their unit on Space.
*PTA Virtual Game Night
was on January 21.
*Saturday School for our
LaunchEd students will begin January 23.
Clay Springs’ January
Family Night will be Literacy Night. The evening
will be hosted by Media
Specialist Noel Gilbert and
the first grade team. The
virtual event will be January 28 and is open to all
families at Clay Springs.
SAC will meet immediately before this event beginning at 5 p.m. (Every
month, Clay Springs has a
Family Night hosted by a
different grade level. These
are virtual this year.)
It sounds like Clay
Springs is not letting the
pandemic dampen their
fun this year. Lots of good
family events are happening which is a great way
to build community in a
school. Nice work, Black
Bears!

Byrd: Dialogue with experts in
January 23 OCPS Parent Academy
Continued from page 2A

Parcel I.D.: 17-21-28-0000-00-006
Contains: 9.487 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2819
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM “COUNTY” RURAL TO “CITY” LOW DENSITY RESIDENTIAL FOR
CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED NORTH OF BOY SCOUT ROAD AND
EAST OF SOUTH BINION ROAD, COMPRISING 9.487 ACRES MORE
OR LESS, AND OWNED BY APOPKA CENTERLINE DEVELOPMENT LLC;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing to consider the change of Future Land Use
and change of zoning requests at its regularly scheduled meeting
in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main
Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 beginning at
5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.
Further, notice is given that public hearings For Ordinance Nos.
2796 and Ordinance No. 2797 will be held by the City of Apopka City
Council at its regularly scheduled meetings in the City Council
Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka,
Florida on Wednesday, March 3, 2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as possible AND on Wednesday, March 17, 2021
beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Zoning can be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that,
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704,
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.
Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Department

January 22, 2021
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nior in high school, we
are in the thick of it in our
house. We are always going over the possibilities
for her future and her plans
after graduation. As the
mother of an eighth grader, we are making plans for
course selections and paths
for high school.
This is the time of year
when academic plans get a
closer look and courses are
selected and if you have a
child in high school it becomes more complicated
as not only graduation requirements come into play
but thoughts of what will
put your child in the best
position after graduation.
It can all be very overwhelming and that is why
I was so excited to see
OCPS’s January Parent
Academy be titled: “Transitioning to Middle School,
High School and Beyond.”
What a great topic for this
time of year. This Parent
Academy is Saturday January 23, 9 a.m. to noon and
it is being held virtually.
The link can be found on
the homepage of OCPS.net
As the website says
“The transition to middle
school, high school, and
beyond is a huge step and
a huge adjustment for both
students and parents. Students need the support
and guidance of their parents during these important

as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417.
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880,
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,,
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit letters.
www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall..............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office..................................407-703-1701
City Administrator..........................407-703-1649
City Clerk...........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel..........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement.........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept....................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.)............................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept.......................407-703-1741
Police Chief.......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1771
Job Line..............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance.......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing.....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services...................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags....................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept.......................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor......................... 407-836-7370
County Commission............. 407-836-7350
County Attorney.................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court.................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor............. 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue.............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste.............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection............... 407-703-1731
Health Dept............................. 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic.............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept.............. 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser................ 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative.......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities...................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments......... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911
www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)........................... 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)....................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative
Val Demings (Dist. 10)................. 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Jennifer Sullivan (Dist. 31).......... 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45)............... 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11).......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore............................ 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes........................................ 407-317-3800
Superintendent............................. 407-317-3200
School Board.................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief........................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans......... 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce............... 407-886-1441
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Group gives out 10 college scholarships

FUNERAL HOMES
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Apopka, FL 32703
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“I’m driven by the overriding

in the lives of my patients. This
is what gives me the greatest
satisfaction as an audiologist.”

1/31/21
exp. date

Continued from page 1A

the same time just because they have the
light on their bike doesn’t mean everyone
is going to see them because people are
distracted and not paying attention,” Harmon said. “For the motorist, same type of
thing. We need to educate them most of the
time. On their end, it’s probably going to
be enforcement because we have been out
there for a while now doing other speed enforcement in that area. We also had a speed
trailer deployed in the same area of 441
near Oakville Lane to remind them what
the speed limit is and what their speed is.
That’s kind of their warning period.”
Orange County ranks in the top 25
counties in the state for traffic crashes resulting in serious and fatal injuries to pedestrians and bicyclists, according to a press release from the Apopka Police Department.
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Orange Blossom Trail is over-represented in traffic crashes resulting in serious
and fatal injuries to pedestrians and bicyclists, the press release states.
High-visibility enforcement details are
funded through a contract with the University of North Florida in partnership with
the Florida Department of Transportation’s
focused initiative to improve pedestrian
and bicycle safety.
“The biggest thing is the pedestrians
have to make sure they’re safe by crossing,” Harmon said. “There are a lot of times
when pedestrians will be near a crosswalk
and not use it and still cross the roadway.
Obviously, that puts them at a risk for doing so. It’s not always illegal to not use the
crosswalk, but also with the pedestrians,
I know we talked about the bicyclists to
make sure they’re visible at nighttime (as
well).”

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TRANSMITTAL OF A LARGE SCALE
FUTURE LAND USE AMENDMENT
CITY OF APOPKA
NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3184 and 166.041(3)
(c), Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinance, Part III,
Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7.B, that First Team
Commercial, LLC has made an application to the City of Apopka
Planning Commission and the City Council for a CHANGE IN THE
FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION FROM HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL-15 (HDR15) TO HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL-25 (HDR-25) FOR 21.59 +/- ACRES. This
application relates to the following described property located at
the northwest corner of the intersection of Ocoee-Apopka Road and
Keene Road, speciﬁcally located at 2302 Ocoee-Apopka Road.
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outh, and Tangerine. Organized in 1970 through the
vision and dedicated work
of some concerned and civic-minded women, this organization was formed in a
response to these needs the
respective
communities.
Z.A.P.T. has aided many
people since its founding.
Spokeswoman Denise
Tarver said the organization
had many sponsors from
the community despite the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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scholarships to area high
school seniors as part of the
group’s 50th anniversary
Founders Day events.
The scholarship recipients and their respective
communities high schools
are, Shakeya Rene Chatman-Apopka High; Tatiana Griffins-Apopka High;
Paige N. Grubbs-Apopka
High; Nye’Dra HolmesApopka High; Tony Prewitt-Apopka High; Destiny
Taylor-Apopka High; An-
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Z.A.P.T. (ZellwoodApopka-Plymouth-Tangerine community service organization) has given 10

Parcel I.D: 20-21-28-0000-00-009
Contains: 21.59 +/- Acres
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ORDINANCE NO. 2818
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL-15 (HDR-15) TO HIGH DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL-25 (HDR-25) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY GENERALLY
LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE INTERSECTION OF
KEENE ROAD AND OCOEE-APOPKA ROAD, AND OWNED BY FRANCIS X
HEIDRICH JR AND CATHY CAMPBELL TOLBERT, COMPRISING 21.59
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Notice is given that a public hearing for the transmittal of the
proposed amendment to the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity
will be held by the City of Apopka Planning Commission at its
regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday,
February 9, 2021, beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
possible.
FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for the future land
use ordinance will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at
its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the
Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday,
March 3, 2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use Application can be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that,
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704,
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.

January 22, 2021

Publish: The Apopka Chief
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Community Development Department
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Sister Teresa McElwee
October 22, 1929 ••• January 7, 2021

Sister Teresa McElwee passed away
peacefully at home at 5 pm on January 7, 2021
surrounded by love, singing, praying,
storytelling. She was a 91-year old
source of energy, love and action.
We will miss her.
Sister Teresa was born
October 22, 1929 in Chester,
PA. one of 5 daughters, Mary,
Helen, Kay and Chris, to
parents John McElwee and
Helena Timothy. She has
many nieces and nephews
who she loved. The Catholic
faith of her Irish born parents
was the center of her family
life where the call to service was
strong. “I asked God to give me
direction and by the end of Benediction, I
had my answer.” She entered the Sisters of Notre
Dame de Namur in August of 1947.
Sister Teresa graduated from Notre Dame
High School; Trinity Washington University;
Columbia University School of Education, MA;
Rollins College, Honorary Doctorate. She was
a teacher in elementary, high school and college
as well as a school principal. She served in
Philadelphia, Greensboro, Washington, DC, and
Baltimore.

Teresa came to Florida in 1973 to work in
Catholic Parishes. In 1977 she incorporated the
Justice and Peace Office, Inc. and began
working in the urban communities of
Callahan and Carver Court. Moving
to Apopka, the Justice and Peace
Office became the Apopka
Family Learning Center and
the home of Kids in Motion,
GROWS Literacy Council
and SMILE (Single Mothers
in a Learning Environment).
In Apopka she joined forces
with the Sisters of Notre Dame
already working there since
1971. Teresa was part of the
founding of Homes in Partnership
and Self-Help Credit Union as well.
She has done many amazing things.
The Funeral Mass will be held at St. Francis
of Assisi Catholic Church on Friday, January 22,
2021 at 4 p.m. Due to COVID restrictions, inperson attendance will be limited. Face masks are
required. The Mass will also be live-streamed via
Facebook: St. Francis of Assisi.
Donations may be sent to
HOPE CommUnity Center
www.hcc-offm.org or 1016 N Park Ave
Apopka FL 32712.

Social Security benefit statement
is available by mail or online

By Nancy A. Dzamba
Social Security District Manager
Lake Mary

Tax season is approaching and replacing your annual Benefit Statement has never been easier. The Benefit Statement, also
known as the SSA-1099 or the SSA-1042S,
is a tax form we mail each year in January
to people who receive Social Security benefits. It shows the total amount of benefits
you received from us in the previous year
so you know how much Social Security income to report to the Internal Revenue Service on your tax return.
If you live in the United States and
you need a replacement form SSA-1099 or
SSA-1042S, simply go online and get an
instant, printable replacement form using
your personal my Social Security account
at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. A replacement
SSA-1099 or SSA-1042S is available for
the previous tax year after February 1.
If you don’t have access to a printer,
you can save the document to your computer or email it to yourself. If you don’t
NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3187 and 166.041(3)(c), have a my Social Security account, creatFlorida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land ing one is very easy to do and usually takes

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT AND CHANGE OF ZONING

Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that McCloskey Holdings
LLC has made an application to the Apopka Planning Commission and
the City of Apopka City Council, for a change in the Future Land
Use Designation for approximately 2.93 +/- acres from Mixed Use to
Commercial and a change in Zoning from MU-ES-GT (Mixed-Use East
Shore-Gateway District) to C-C (Community Commercial District). This
application relates to the following described property located
East of Ocoee Apopka Road and South of S.R. 414.

Tax: Almost all homeowners will
see no change in electric bills
Continued from page 1A

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

Parcel I.D.: 20-21-28-0000-00-002
Contains: 2.93 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2816
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING
THE FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE
PLAN OF THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE
DESIGNATION FROM MIXED USE TO COMMERCIAL FOR CERTAIN REAL
PROPERTY LOCATED EAST OF OCOEE APOPKA ROAD AND SOUTH OF
S.R. 414, COMPRISING 2.93 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY
MCCLOSKEY HOLDINGS LLC; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND FOR
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2817
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE
ZONING FROM MU-ES-GT (MIXED-USE EAST SHORE-GATEWAY DISTRICT)
TO C-C (COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT) FOR CERTAIN REAL
PROPERTY LOCATED EAST OF OCOEE APOPKA ROAD AND SOUTH OF
S.R. 414, COMPRISING 2.93 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED
BY MCCLOSKEY HOLDINGS LLC; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing to consider the change of Future Land Use
and change of zoning requests at its regularly scheduled meeting
in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main
Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, February 9, 2021 beginning at
5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.
Further, notice is given that public hearings For Ordinance No.
2816 and Ordinance No. 2817 will be held by the City of Apopka City
Council at its regularly scheduled meetings in the City Council
Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka,
Florida on Wednesday, March 3, 2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as possible AND on Wednesday, March 17, 2021,
beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Zoning can be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that,
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704,
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.
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less than 10 minutes.
With a personal my Social Security account, you can do much of your business
with us online. If you receive benefits or
have Medicare, your personal my Social
Security account is also the best way to:
*Request a replacement Social Security
number card (in most states and the District of Columbia).
*Get your benefit verification letter.
*Check your benefit and payment information.
*Change your address and phone number.
*Change your direct deposit information.
*Request a replacement Medicare card.
*Report your wages if you work and receive Social Security disability insurance
or Supplemental Security Income benefits.
If you’re a non-citizen who lives outside of the United States and you received
or repaid Social Security benefits last year,
we will send you form SSA-1042S in
the mail. The forms SSA-1099 and SSA1042S are not available for people who receive Supplemental Security Income benefits.
Visit www.ssa.gov to find more about
our online services.

matter how big the bill was.
However, state law does not allow
a utility tax cap that cites an actual dollar amount, but it does allow each city to
charge up to 10 percent for the utility tax
so the city had to pass a new ordinance removing the $20 cap. That change occurred
in December 2018.
Although the $20 cap was removed
by the City Council to make it a percentage charge, Duke Energy continued charging just $20 utility tax per month for each
electric customer, meaning the city was not
getting all the funds in the public services
tax that it should have.
The payment of $2,934,927 from
Duke to the city covers 2019 and 2020
when Duke didn’t charge customers more
than $20 tax each month but should have
due to the December 2018 ordinance that
put the public services tax at 10 percent for
the first 5,000 kilowatt hours of usage and
4 percent for any usage above 5,000 kilowatt hours, Bass said.
“Most of the (changes to the tax on)
electric will be the big customers who will
get hit,” he said. “It won’t impact very
many residential customers.”
Bass said that’s because the public
services tax is not based on the total bill
for electricity usage but for just the actual charge for electricity, not the additional
fuel charge that is on each bill for electricity.
“Most of the residential will be in that
area (below 5,000 kilowatt hours),” Bass
said. “Commercial and industrial will be
hit harder.”
He said the city expects to realize an
additional $1 million per year with the new
public services tax, but that the additional
revenue may be offset by a possible reduction in property taxes.
“We’re talking about doing a possible reduction to our property tax revenue
at budget time to offset this since we’re increasing it here, we’re going to pull back
a little bit there to make it neutral,” Bass
said.
“If everything holds as it is, we’ve
talked about moving the millage rate back
a little bit to offset and help with the increase in the public services tax, but who
knows with what’s going on.
“This budget coming up is going to be
an interesting budget because we’ve got a
lot of things changing. We’ve got the sales
tax. Will it come back? We’ll know in four
or five more months how that will track.”

Bass spoke about the Duke Energy
payment Wednesday, January 20, at the
City Council meeting.
At the meeting, a Duke Energy representative said the average homeowner
power bill in Apopka is $185.02 per month,
which includes a tax of $14.22 per month,
so the new public services tax rate would
not affect the vast majority of homeowners. He also said that there are 52 homeowners in Apopka who use enough electricity on average and would be affected by
the new tax rate.
Because of regulations by the Florida Department of Revenue, the new public
services tax will not be effective until July
1. The state requires a 120-day notice for a
change in the tax, Bass said.
While the public services tax also affects natural gas and water bills, Bass said
that won’t affect many customers as those
bills aren’t usually high enough to warrant
charges of more than $20 per month. The
largest users of natural gas in Apopka are
generally foliage nurseries and agricultural
businesses will be exempted by the ordinance, which state law allows, Bass said.
The $2.9 million from Duke is to be
paid within 30 days, and Bass gave the City
Council a list of desires for the money, although that list added up to more than $3.7
million.
“That list is basically the items that
we’ve been talking about in the prior couple of years’ budgets that we haven’t been
able to do. If we can get this extra funding,
it will allow us to do some of these things
that we haven’t been able to do and by doing that, it should free up some things in
our budget for next year,” Bass said.
Ten items make up the list, including
a pair of loans that add up to $1,795,000
for public safety vehicles (a fire department
tower truck and police cars), and a loan for
the recreation department.
“If we pay the debt off, that will free
up some revenue next year for the budget
and that should help. We’re setting ourselves up good for next year’s budget, I
think.”
Also on the wish list are items such as
amphitheater bathroom/concession building ($500,000), Fran Carlton Center storage building ($300,000), fire engine replacement ($300,000), city welcome signs
($250,000), water drainage at Lake Border,
Lake Hammer, and Lake Page ($250,000),
resource center ($150,000), birding park
improvements ($150,000), and design
of improvements for Connelly property
($50,000).

Obits: Judith A. Schutz was 88
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LAVERNE TOLLIVER, 84, Apopka, died Friday, January 15. Mrs. Tolliver was born in Adams, Tennessee. Survivors: children, Rick, Sandra D.; siblings, Nancy Jane Phelps, Mary Frances
Stoops, Paula Ruth Geesey; five grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren. Loomis Family Funeral Home,

Apopka.

…
JUDITH A. SCHUTZ, 88, Mount Dora, died
Tuesday, January 19. Mrs. Schutz was born in Brainerd, Minn. Survivors: Michael, Kathleen Fritz, Steven,
Linda, John of Apopka, Maria Slaby; brother, John
McCarthy; 17 grandchildren; 19 great-grandchildren.
Loomis Family Funeral Home, Apopka.

Obituary notices once published can be
found on our website: theapopkachief.com
using Friday’s date of publication.

