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Goodman, vice president of 
Icon Park, as well as Dawn 
of the Sausage Shack/Res-
taurant Tour Group Food 
Hall.  Each family in atten-
dance had lunch and then 
a ride on the what used to 
be called Orlando Eye and 
got to see Orlando from a 
whole new view. Upon ex-
iting, they were each given 
a souvenir hat.  

“The two-day event 
was amazing and could not 
have happened without the 
true and good hearts of so 
many and our community. I 
am personally grateful and 
thankful for and to every-
one involved,” Shepherd 
wrote.

Shepherd said that 
Barb and Nathan Starling 
Jr. of Apopka made a gen-
erous contribution to help 
the family, and that there 
were many others to thank 
for helping the family, in-
cluding Officer Jason Wig-
gins, Apopka Police De-
partment, Chief Michael 
McKinley, Captain Miller, 
Captain Kennedy, Sergeant 
Garcia, Sergeant Berry, 
Sergeant Webster, Officer 
Valencia, Officer Devanie, 
Officer Miller, Officer Cre-
spo, Officer Muni, Officer 
Fencher, Officer Brookes, 

retired Officer John Mc-
Connell, Shaunte Jemison 
and Ramon Please of The 
Re-Imagine Communities 
Group, Walmart Apopka 
and manager Edgardo Orel-
lana, Walmart volunteer 
Dezjon Cruz, The Wheel 
at Icon Park and Icon Park 
VP John Goodman, manag-
er Dawn of Sausage Shack/
Icon Park Restaurant Tour 
Group Food Hall, Dan and 
Brittany Crane, and Frog-
gers Grill & Bar Apopka.

“I hope this story gives 
hope and positivity to all 
and shows that despite how 
things are in our world to-
day, there is still much love 
and greatness going on,” 

Shepherd wrote.
“Thank you again to 

all. Merry Christmas and 
God bless!”

The Conner/Ramon family poses with Apopka police officers during the family’s time at Shop with a Cop at the Apopka 
Walmart Supercenter.

Family: Many people pitched in to help family
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SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 12/31/20.New Patients Welcome!
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$45 CLEANING
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Cleaning and Save!
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WE ARE NOW 
OFFERING A TELE-VISIT  

OPTION DURING THE 
COVID-19 OUTBREAK. 

PLEASE CALL US TO ASK 
ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS.

Michael Gordon MD
Pinida Toochinda MD
Samantha Buhler PA-C

Casey Seltzer PA-C
Ashka Patel PA-C

HUNT CLUB MEDICAL

3191 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka | 407-788-6500

Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 8-7PM • Fri.8-6PM • Sat. thru Sun. 8-4PM
Enter at McDonald’s Hunt Club

• On-Site X-Ray Lab 
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Serving the community     

 for over 30 years

Family Practice & Internal Medicine

We Take Walk-In 
Patients 

7 Days a Week!
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Apopka City Council

The proposed annexation, as indicated in the map of this 
advertisement, may be inspected by the public in the City of Apopka 
Community Development Department, and/or the offi ce of the City 
Clerk, at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida (Apopka City Hall).

NOTICE is hereby given that the public hearings to consider the 
future adoption of Ordinance Number 2812 will be held by the City 
of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meetings in 
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 East Main 
Street, on Wednesday, January 6, 2021 beginning at 1:30 P.M. and 
on Wednesday, January 20, 2021 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter 
as possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you 
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you 
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with 
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

December 25, 2020

Parcel I.D. Number: 17-21-28-0000-00-006
Contains:  9.487 +/- acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2812
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY 
APOPKA CENTERLINE DEVELOPMENT, LLC; LOCATED NORTH OF 
BOY SCOUT ROAD AND EAST OF S BINION ROAD; PROVIDING FOR 
DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

NOTICE is hereby given that the property owner(s) noted below 
and shown in the attached vicinity map have made application, 
in accordance with Florida Statutes 171.044, the Apopka Code of 
Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 
2.5.1.A, to the City of Apopka City Council, for ANNEXATION of the 
property shown in the following map:
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be a beautiful building 
much like Pershing School 
downtown because it is 
a reuse of that prototype. 
There will be three levels 
as well as a huge gymna-
sium. 

After our last com-
munity meeting, there was 
some concern by neighbors 
of the school that many of 
the trees that provided a 
buffer to the school would 
have to be cut down. After 
discussion with the archi-
tect, we were able to make 
adjustments to the plans 
that would allow more 
of the current trees to be 
saved. 

The building is being 
designed to meet Green 
Globes sustainable build-
ing standards meaning that 
there are many environ-
mentally friendly features 
to the school. Some of 
those include: native/low 
water plants, high efficien-
cy chillers, water saving 
toilets, faucets and fixtures, 
95 percent of instructional 
spaces have natural light-
ing, and thermal efficient 
windows.

There will be separate 
parental drop-off and bus 
loop entrances off of Ja-
son Dwelley Parkway. The 
school will have a parental 
drop-off line that can pro-

vide queuing for 243 vehi-
cles through the large park-
ing lot so there is not ex-
pected to be much, if any, 
overflow onto the road.

One of the coolest fea-
tures of this school is what 
they call “collaboratori-
ums” which are learning 
spaces that have been put 
in the wide hallways be-
tween classrooms in sever-
al areas. These spaces have 
tables and chairs and smart 
boards and are spaces for 
classes or teachers to come 
together to collaborate or 
work on projects together.

These spaces are in 
every classroom wing and 
there are seven through-
out the school. These spac-
es will allow for great col-
laboration to happen with-
in the school. One of the 
21st-century skills that em-
ployers are looking for are 
young people with the abil-
ity to work with a team. 
That is the thinking behind 
these collaboration spaces.

A great advantage to 
the K-8 schools is that they 
have full size gyms. Our 
new school will have a 
9,500-square-foot gymna-
sium with a 638-seat ca-
pacity. It will be a great 
place for the middle school 
sporting events to take 
place but also will provide 
a great dry indoor space for 
the elementary PE classes 
during bad weather days.

The school is set to 
open in August 2022 for 
the 2022-2023 school year. 
The principal should prob-
ably be selected around 
January 2022. After that, 
the process of selecting a 
permanent name will be-
gin, and that will involve 
community surveys and in-
put from stakeholders be-
fore a final name is voted 
on by the school board.

Zoning for the new 
school is a long process 
and that should begin to 
start taking place in the 
spring of next year. The 
zoning process is quite in-
volved and will also in-
clude many community 
meetings and lots of input 
from the community, so be 
on the lookout for upcom-
ing meetings in the spring.

All along the way, I 
will be there. I will provide 
information and updates as 
often as possible. Just as I 
fought to move this school 
to our community four 
years early, I will be there 
to see its doors open to a 
community that is as excit-
ed as I am. Please feel free 
to reach out at any time if 
you have questions about 
the new school at melissa.
byrd@ocps.net.

The complete record-
ing of the community 
meeting can be found on 
my webpage on OCPS.net 
under the school board tab.

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: K-8 school will need name

surrounding train stations. 
The St. Johns River Water 
Management District office 
will also join the Univer-
sity of Florida’s property 
along Binion Road to cre-
ate a hub of environmental 
activities.

It will be important 
to protect the quaint back-
woods, environmental feel 
of Paradise Heights and the 
eco-tourism hub around 
Magnolia Park. Overdevel-
opment would certainly be 
a deterrent to this highly 
marketable authentic out-
doors tourism experience. 
After all, those visiting 
the highly commercialized 
tourism centers to the south 
will gladly seek a respite 
from that type of intense 
development.

I am working with the 

Sub Shack and Dollar Gen-
eral at the four corners of 
Paradise Heights as we 
speak. We added place sig-
nage to this Orange County 
Rural Settlement. We are 
looking at adding a traf-
fic light and slowing traf-
fic down through the little 
hamlet as we begin to in-
centivize appropriate rural 
uses of the frontage along 
Ocoee-Apopka Road. I’m 
researching costs for infra-
structure improvements for 
water and sewer. So much 
is about moving forward.

It is going to be an ex-
citing time meeting with 
residents to hear their 
thoughts and engage them 
in rebuilding but keeping 
the essence of their little 
rural hamlet. I never mind 
municipalities leaving me 
the older areas to reimag-
ine and work alongside of 

longtime residents. How-
ever, we must carefully en-
sure proposed new high-
growth areas are planned 
with proper infrastructure 
in place prior to building 
which also take into con-
sideration smaller, more 
rural areas which surround 
development. 

Most of us do not want 
all of Orange County ur-
banized or suburbanized. 
We must protect all types 
of uses which include ru-
ral and eco-tourism uses. 
Ocoee-Apopka Road south 
of the SR 429 near Binion 
Road is one special area 
which requires supreme 
care and consideration. 

I look forward to 
working with investors and 
resident. Together, we can 
take care so that we make 
Paradise Heights stronger 
and better.

Moore: It’s important to protect all 
types of uses, both urban, rural
Continued from page 2A
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 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Office, under 
the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief news-
paper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Fri-
day at 400 North Park Avenue, Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. 
An annual subscription is $25 in Orange County and $30 
outside Orange County. Phone 407-886-2777. Postmas-
ter: Send address changes to The Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, 
Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 
community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press 
Association. The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 
1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are wel-
come, but must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, 
or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit let-
ters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall .............................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office .................................407-703-1701
City Administrator .........................407-703-1649
City Clerk ..........................................407-703-1704
Community Devel. ........................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement ........................407-703-1738
Finance Dept. ..................................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) ...........................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept. .....................407-703-1741
Police Chief ......................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.) ......................407-703-1771
Job Line .............................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect........................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ......................407-703-1731
Utility Billing ....................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.................................. 911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is 
located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet 
above sea level. Its population is about 48,000 
and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.
apopka.net

Animal Services ..................... 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags ...................... 850-617-2000
Building Dept. ........................ 407-836-8550
County Mayor ........................ 407-836-7370
County Commission ............ 407-836-7350
County Attorney ................... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court ................. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor ............ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ............................. 407-836-3111
Solid Waste ............................. 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection .............. 407-703-1731
Health Dept. ........................... 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic ............. 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept. ............ 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser ............... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative ......... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint....... 407-836-4357
Utilities ..................................... 407-836-5515
All other departments ........ 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency......................... 911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.) ..........................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.) ...................... 407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ................ 321-388-9808
State Representatives
Jennifer Sullivan (Dist. 31) ......... 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) .............. 850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) ......... 407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore ........................... 407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment ......................... 407-317-3233
Bus routes ....................................... 407-317-3800
Superintendent ............................ 407-317-3200
School Board ................................. 407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .......................... 407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans ........ 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .............. 407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

(USPS 545-440)
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING 

CITY OF APOPKA

Apopka City Council
Apopka Planning Commission
Community Development Dept.

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold 
a public hearing to consider Ordinance No. 2811 at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, January 12, 
2021, beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

FURTHER NOTICE is given that a public hearing for Ordinance No. 2811 
will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its regularly 
scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City 
Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February 3, 
2021, beginning at 1:30 p.m., AND on Wednesday, February 17, 2021, 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as possible.  

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. The proposed zoning ordinance can be inspected 
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka 
City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this 
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to 
ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record includes the 
testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons 
with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

December 25, 2020

Parcel Identifi cation Number: 34-20-28-9550-00-190
Contains: 5.06 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE NO. 2811
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM TRANSITIONAL (T) TO RESIDENTIAL COUNTRY ESTATE 
(RCE), FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1228 USTLER 
ROAD, COMPRISING 5.06 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY 
ALBERTO ESTEBEN; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

NOTICE is hereby given that Alberto Esteben has made an application, 
in accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3187(c) and the Apopka Code 
of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 
2.4.7(B) to the City of Apopka Planning Commission, and City Council 
for a REZONING OF PROPERTY. This application relates to the following 
described property:

Send a letter to the Editor online
www.theapopkachief.com

Everybody has an opinion. 
Why not share yours?

So far, in just October and 
November, the city of Apopka is 
short more than $326,634 from 
state revenue-sharing dollars re-
ceived vs. projections that were 
already lower than the previous 
year due to the pandemic.

The city’s budget is based 
partly on the amount of reve-
nue projected by the state gov-
ernment for each city and coun-
ty to receive. Apopka was told 
by the state that it would receive 
$1,669,392 in the first two months 
of the 2020-2021 fiscal year (Oc-
tober and November), but actual-

ly got just $1,342,757.
The city began putting off 

some capital projects that were 
budgeted for when the economy 
was affected due to coronavi-
rus restrictions that were put into 
place in March.

“When we set the budget last 
year, we obviously didn’t know 
COVID was coming. The staff 
has really done an awesome job 
pulling back the reins,” Nelson 
said.

Apopka has also not filled 
some jobs that have come open 
due to resignations or retirement.

“We pulled back on those 
and we had some positions that 

were critical that we didn’t hire 
so we held back on those. Chang-
ing our (emergency medical ser-
vices) billing company of the last 
quarter of last fiscal year really 
helped because we got some ad-
ditional revenues from there that 
we weren’t getting,” said Edward 
Bass, city administrator.

Some capital projects such as 
some city-owned buildings get-
ting new roofs will not be put off, 
Bass said.

With the onset of vaccines 
from Pfizer and Moderna for CO-
VID-19, Bass said it’s too early 
to know if the vaccines will help 
the economy since people may be 

more likely to spend money at lo-
cal stores.

“It remains to be seen,” he 
said. “I think there are a lot of 
people, even with the vaccine, 
that are a little skittish, and I hear 
a lot of people say they don’t 
want to take it.”

The biggest economic en-
gine in Orange County is the 
tourism industry as 51 percent of 
sales taxes collected in the coun-
ty come from tourists, the may-
or said, adding that tourism must 
get back to pre-pandemic days to 
truly make up for the shortfall in 
state revenue-sharing numbers.

The mayor pointed to the 

Tourist Development Tax (TDT) 
collections as a good indicator of 
how tax collections are going in 
Orange County.

For instance, in October, the 
TDT tax collections were down 
69 percent from October 2019. 
Based on that, the county’s sales 
tax collections for October, which 
will be sent to the cities and coun-
ties over the next few days, will 
be down about 35 percent, about 
half of the 69 percent decrease in 
TDT, something that will contin-
ue to hurt the city’s budget, Nel-
son said.

“You can’t make it up with 
domestic buying.”

Tax: Vaccines’ effect on economy is yet to be seen, administrator says
Continued from page 1A
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