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Leigh Blackweld-
er Burritt of Apopka was 
named the District 2 Citi-
zen of the Year for 2020 by 
Christine Moore, Orange 
County commissioner for 
District 2.
	 Moore, along with Or-
ange County Mayor Jerry 
L. Demings and the other 
county commissioners, rec-
ognized several residents 
and organizations during 
the 2020 Orange County 
Community Conference, 
which was held virtually on 
the county’s social media 
platforms on Saturday, Oc-
tober 17.

The award recognizes 
those dedicated individu-
als who continue to work to 
improve the quality of life 
in Orange County, either 
through their professional 
work or volunteer activi-
ties. 

Burritt spent many 
hours researching and in-

terviewing historic figures 
to compile information for 
more than 50 historic and 
environmental sites within 
District 2.

In conjunction with 
Commissioner Moore, Bur-
ritt aided in the creation of 
District 2 Driving Tours, a 

series of tours that will be 
used by students and adults, 
for many years. Moore said 
the District 2 Driving Tours 
represent a way to get peo-
ple out of their homes safe-
ly during COVID-19 while 
learning about their com-
munity. 

“Leigh’s dedication 
and superb work allowed 
for the creation of a superi-
or work product. Leigh did 
a tremendous amount of re-
search. Thanks to her self-
less volunteerism on the 
District 2 Driving Tours 
project, we have an enjoy-
able, informative, and fun 
tour that all ages enjoy,” 
Commissioner Moore said.

The District 2 Driv-
ing Tours include, North-
west Orange County, East-
ern Apopka, Central Apop-
ka, Southern Apopka, and 
Lockhart.
	 To receive a copy of 
the driving tours, contact 
Commissioner Moore’s of-
fice at District2@ocfl.net or 
407-836-5850.

To learn more about 
the 2020 Orange Coun-
ty Community Conference 
and all the award winners, 
visit www.ocfl.net/Com-
munityConference.

Apopka woman is named as the District 2
Citizen of Year by County Comm. Moore

Leigh Blackwelder Burritt has been named District 2 Citi-
zen of the Year by Orange County Commissioner Chris-
tine Moore. Burritt is a lifelong resident of the Apopka 
area.
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REGAL 10/09/20

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
www.regmovies.com

WEKIVA
RIVERWALK

Regal will temporarily 
suspend operations at 
all theatres at close of 
business on Thursday, 
October 8, 2020 until 
further notice. This 
is in response to an 

increasingly challenging 
theatrical landscape and 

sustained key market 
closures.

Please check 
back soon. 

We look forward to 
serving you again, 

as soon as possible.

Starting Thursday,
 October 8, 2020
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 

PLAN UPDATE
NOTICE is hereby given that the CITY 
OF APOPKA has made an application, in 
accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3187 
and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part 
III, Land Development Code, Article 2, 
Section 2.5.1.B, to the City of Apopka 
City Council, and Apopka Planning 
Commission for an AMENDMENT TO THE APOPKA 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 
ELEMENT, UPDATING THE FIVE YEAR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS PLAN TO ADDRESS RECREATION 
IMPROVEMENTS.

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

NOTICE is given that a public hearing 
on the proposed amendment will be held 
by the City of Apopka City Council at 
its regularly scheduled meeting in the 
City Council Chambers of the Apopka 
City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, 
Florida on Wednesday, November 4, 2020, 
beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as possible. Public hearing 
notices are also posted at www.apopka.
net.

Affected parties and the public may 
appear at the above listed hearings to 
speak. The proposed Capital Improvements 
Element amendment (Recreation 
Improvements) can be inspected at the 
Apopka Community Development Department 
located at Apopka City Hall on weekdays 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. City Hall address shown below. 
Please be advised that, under State 
law, if you decide to appeal a decision 
made with respect to this matter, you 
will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record is made, which record includes 
the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), persons with disabilities 
needing assistance to participate in 
any of these proceedings should contact 
the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours 
prior to the proceeding.

October 23, 2020

ORDINANCE NO. 2795
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, 
FLORIDA, ADOPTING 2020/2021 THROUGH 
2025/2026 FIVE YEAR CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT ANNUAL UPDATE; PROVIDING 
FOR LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS; PROVIDING 
FOR EXCLUSION FROM CODIFICATION; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
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City Driving School
Learn to Drive Quickly!

• Instructors - Courteous & Experienced
• On-line Classes Available 
• Traffi c Ticket Class, 4 hrs, 8 hrs & 12 hrs ADI

Got A Ticket?
Take Traffi c School...

State Approved • 10 A N. Park Avenue, Apopka
www.citydrivingschooloc.com

Call for an appointment or drop in and see us.

• First-Time Drive Class (D.A.T.C.)
• Driving Lessons for All Ages
• Driver License Road Tests  (Car Available)
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When extreme weather hits, natural gas 
generators power homes automatically 
and are installed outside your home. 
They eliminate the need to buy and store fuel, 
turn on within seconds of a power outage, and 

shut off once the electricity returns.

When extreme weather hits, natural gas 
generators power homes automatically 
and are installed outside your home. 
They eliminate the need to buy and store fuel, 
turn on within seconds of a power outage, and 

shut off once the electricity returns.

1320 Winter Garden-Vineland Road
Winter Garden, FL 34787-4341

Ph: 407-656-2734 • Fax: 407-656-9371

Safe & Reliable 
Natural Gas Service

www.langd.org www.langd.org

Safe & Reliable 
Natural Gas Service

1320 Winter Garden-Vineland Road
Winter Garden, FL 34787-4341

Ph: 407-656-2734 • Fax: 407-656-9371

Home | Auto | Business | Financial Services

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY, 
LIFE, AND FUTURE.

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

Let us help you with all your insurance needs!

www.cobfi n.com 
 Like us on Facebook

COBBLESTONE
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y

(407) 889-9555
(407) 889-5084

Home | Auto | Business | Financial Services

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY, 
LIFE, AND FUTURE.

1116 E. Semoran Blvd.
P.O. Box 2245, Apopka, FL 32704

Let us help you with all your insurance needs!

www.cobfi n.com 
 Like us on Facebook

COBBLESTONE
I N S U R A N C E  A G E N C Y

(407) 889-9555
(407) 889-5084

Attention Business Owners & Managers: 

2020 Best of Apopka
N O T I C E

Thank you for your votes!

This needs to change. 
Please take to Jackie.

If you are notifi ed by anyone in regards to the 2020 
Best of Apopka, please make sure you are dealing with 
a representative of The Apopka Chief newspaper. 
By doing this, you’ll help assure the integrity of the 
offi  cial Best of Apopka contest, its offi  cial winners, 
and honor those who took the time to vote this year. 
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Visit our website: 
www.longandscottfarms.com

(352) 383 - 6900
26216 County Road 448A • Mt. Dora, FL 32757

Visit our website: 
www.longandscottfarms.com

(352) 383 - 6900
26216 County Road 448A • Mt. Dora, FL 32757

Scott ’s Maze Scott ’s Maze
ADVENTURES ADVENTURES

Sponsored By: Visit Lake County Sponsored By: Visit Lake County

Visit our website 
for online tickets. 

Use Code TACN 
to get $1 off!

Saturdays: 10 am - 5pm
Sundays: 12pm - 5pm

thru Sun., Dec. 13th
Maze is Now OpenMaze is Now Open

Saturdays: 10 am - 5pm
Sundays: 12pm - 5pm

thru Sun., Dec. 13th

Visit our website 
for online tickets. 

Use Code TACN 
to get $1 off!

407-886
2777

Send A 
Letter To 

The Editor

Visit:
www.

TheApopka
Chief.com

Your 
Opinion 
Counts

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief
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blew me away.
To date, there are sev-

en different videos cover-
ing a variety of fire safety 
topics featuring different 
Apopka fire stations and 
firefighters. The videos are 
professionally produced 
and very fun and humor-
ous. They feature “AFD-
TV” and have a newscast 
feel.

The best news is they 
are being shared district- 
wide along with informa-
tion from Orange County 
Fire Department so all our 
Orange County children 
can enjoy them.

These videos are en-
gaging and a perfect way 
to educate our kids about 
fire safety and what the 
fire department does. This 
is such a great example of 
how community partners 

can help our kids and our 
schools. 

Thank you, AFD!
The other project I’m 

working on is a community 
event to be held on Satur-
day, November 7, from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the Apopka 
Community Center/VFW, 
519 S. Central Avenue. 
This event is called Books 
& Badges and is a partner-
ship with the Apopka Po-
lice Department, Apopka 
Mayor Bryan Nelson, City 
Commissioner Alexander 
Smith, and Randall Con-
struction. Talk about com-
munity partnerships!

This project was orga-
nized by the non-profit Re-
Imagine Communities and 
students will get a chance 
to interact with our local 
Apopka Police Department 
while enjoying hot dogs 
prepared by the depart-
ment.  

I’m providing books 
for the event and the first 
250 students will receive a 
book and S.T.E.M. project 
at the drive-through event 
that they can complete as 
part of a competition with 
the chance to win an iPad 
or other cash prizes. This 
is sure to be a fun commu-
nity event.

This is another way 
that community partners 
are coming together for 
the good of our children. 
We live in such a wonder-
ful community and I’m so 
glad to see so many part-
ners in our community step 
up to help our kids and our 
schools. 

If you are interested in 
partnering with the school 
district in any way, feel 
free to reach out to me and 
I will help you get started.

Continued from page 2A

Byrd: Fire safety videos so helpful

A l l  A b o u t  A p o p k a

	 (USPS 545-440)
	 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and 
entered as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post Of-
fice, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The 
Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enter-
prises, Inc., every Friday at 400 North Park Avenue, Apop-
ka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual subscription is $25 in 
Orange County and $30 outside Orange County. Phone 
407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to The 
Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.

	 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning 

community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. 

The newspaper won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, 

and 1988, the only three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but 

must be signed and include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email 

address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall.........................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office.............................407-703-1701
City Administrator.....................407-703-1649
City Clerk......................................407-703-1704
Community Devel.....................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement....................407-703-1738
Finance Dept...............................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept..................407-703-1741
Police Chief..................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.)..................407-703-1771
Job Line.........................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect...................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance..................407-703-1731
Utility Billing................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.............................911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. 
It is located at 28’30 north latitude and is 
150 feet above sea level. Its population is 
about 48,000 and its total area is more than 
30 sq. mi. www.apopka.net

Animal Services................. 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags.................. 850-617-2000
Building Dept..................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor.................... 407-836-7370
County Commission........ 407-836-7350
County Attorney............... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court............. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor........ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue......................... 407-836-3111
Solid Waste......................... 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection.......... 407-703-1731
Health Dept........................ 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic......... 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept......... 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser........... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative..... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint.. 407-836-4357
Utilities................................. 407-836-5515
All other departments.... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency.....................911

www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)......................  202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)..................407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10)............321-388-9808
State Representatives
Jennifer Sullivan (Dist. 31).....352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45)..........850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11).....407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore.......................407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.....................407-317-3233
Bus routes...................................407-317-3800
Superintendent........................407-317-3200
School Board.............................407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief......................407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans....407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce..........407-886-1441

The Apopka Chief
Established 1923

A few examples include:
*Earthquake in Turkey, 1999 
– A search-and-rescue unit 
rescued 12 survivors and the 
hospital treated 1,200 peo-
ple, including 40 surgeries 
and 15 delivered babies.
*Earthquake in India, 2001 
– A 100-bed field hospital 
treating 1,300 injured; the Is-
raeli team performed 52 sur-
geries and delivered 12 ba-
bies.
*Earthquake in Haiti, 2010 
– Medics treated more than 
1,100 patients, including 310 
surgeries and 16 delivered 
babies.
*Tsunami in Japan, 2011 – 
A 53-person delegation with 
62 tons of medical supplies 
treated 220 patients in surgi-
cal, pediatrics and maternity 
wards, an intensive care unit, 
and a pharmacy.
*Typhoon in Philippines, 
2013 – A team of 150 doc-
tors and nurses brought 10 
tons of medical supplies and 
humanitarian aid.

*Earthquake in Nepal, 2015 
– A team of 122 medical 
workers and 45 physicians 
brought 95 tons of equip-
ment for a 60-bed hospital 
that treated nearly 1,600 pa-
tients, performed 85 surger-
ies, and delivered eight ba-
bies.
*Golan Heights/Syrian bor-
der, 2016-2018 – A field hos-
pital established to help vic-
tims of the Syrian civil war 
treated more than 4,000 peo-
ple, including 1,409 children.
Israeli technological ad-
vances

Israeli innovation has 
made the world safer with 
inventions such as:
*Mobileye – Advanced driv-
er assistance systems pro-
viding warnings for colli-
sion prevention, now becom-
ing standard in new cars and 
used as the basis for safety in 
autonomous cars.
*WeCU – Technology to 
identify and analyze people 
in real time used in airports 
to help identify terrorists.
*Watergen – A technology 

that extracts water from air, 
which can bring fresh water 
to areas without any access 
to clean, healthy water.
      I could keep going, but 
I’m writing a column not a 
book. And, to cover all Isra-
el’s miraculous discoveries 
and inventions that benefit 
the world’s people, animals 
and plant life would require 
several books.
      Let’s just say that Israe-
li technology has also made 
life easier for people world-
wide with hundreds of in-
ventions. That’s why the na-
tion of 8.88 million people 
is second only to the U.S.A. 
in Nobel prizes in science, 
medicine, and physics. If 
they had the population of 
Massachusetts or Connecti-
cut, they would lead.

“Get wisdom, get un-
derstanding: forget it not, 
neither decline from the 
words of my mouth. Wisdom 
is the principal thing, there-
fore get wisdom; and with all 
thy getting get understand-
ing.” Proverbs 4:5 and 7.

Corbeil: Israel makes world safer
Continued from page 2A
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CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ANNEX 
PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY

NOTICE is hereby given that a public right–of-way known as “Shepard 
Avenue” has been submitted, in accordance with Florida Statutes 
171.044, the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development 
Code, Article II, Section 2.5.1, to the City of Apopka City Council, 
for ANNEXATION of this roadway right-of-way, being more particularly 
described as follows: 

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

The proposed annexation, as indicated in the map of this 
advertisement, may be inspected by the public in the City of Apopka 
Community Development Department, and/or the offi ce of the City 
Clerk, at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida (Apopka City Hall).

NOTICE is hereby given that public hearings to consider the future 
adoption of ORDINANCE NUMBER: 2804 will be held by the City of 
Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meetings in the City 
Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, on 
Wednesday, November 4, 2020, beginning at 1:30 P.M. and Wednesday, 
November 18, 2020 beginning at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as 
possible.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearings to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you 
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you 
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with 
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

October 23, 2020

ORDINANCE NO. 2804
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND 
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT 
TO SECTION 171.044, FLORIDA STATUTES, THE HEREINAFTER 
DESCRIBED PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY KNOWN AS SHEPARD AVENUE, 
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND COMPRISED 
OF APPROXIMATELY 0.99 ACRES; OWNED BY ORANGE COUNTY BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS; PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE 
CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

 (THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)

should most closely reflect 
yours. You directed that 
through your vote.

Next, there will be a 
public hearing for the Plan-
ning and Zoning Meeting. 
Citizens can and should 
attend these meetings. At 
this point, I don’t know if 
this meeting will be virtual 
or in person meeting due 
to the COVID-19 and the 
county does not yet have 
an application. Neverthe-
less, at any time, residents 
can send e-mails to me, 

the other commissioners or 
the P & Z volunteer com-
missioners. Both meetings 
where votes will be taken 
are called public hearings. 
These hearings are quasi-
judicial, which means tes-
timony will be taken from 
the developer and the citi-
zen neighbors. And guess 
what? This is just for the 
rezoning hearing.

The process starts all 
over again when the de-
veloper proposes the ac-
tual design of the commu-
nity. At this stage he knows 
how many homes per acre 

he can build. But, the dis-
cussion will now surround 
issues such as the ingress 
and egress, how the com-
munity is designed, priva-
cy walls, sewer, etc. He has 
to get approvals from the 
staff, P & Z Board and full 
Board of County Commis-
sioners. And once, again, 
there can be a communi-
ty meeting, letter writing, 
testimony, and comments 
from the public.

I tried to write this in 
layman’s terms. I want you 
to completely understand 
the process. It has suffi-

cient opportunity for your 
citizen input. We are still 
a democracy with proper-
ty rights. We can keep this 
form of governance suc-
cessfully if citizens stay 
engaged and properly in-
formed. Therein, many 
times lies the problems.

My aide, tried, unsuc-
cessfully, as the comments 
mounted up on NextDOOR 
to ask people to call my 
office for the full explana-
tion. I’m thankful, I live 
in this area, and could see 
the NextDOOR posts. Very 
few folks heeded my aide’s 

request to call the office. 
Then, unfortunately, folks 
were angry because the ac-
tual situation was not fully 
known. My suggestion is 
to not believe everything 
you read on social media.

Thoroughly peruse lo-
cal papers, like The Apop-
ka Chief. I read every arti-
cle about the city of Apop-
ka, and feel quite informed 
about their upcoming proj-
ects and developments. I 
depend on this reporting. 
However, I check on things 
of utmost importance to 
me as your county com-

missioner.
I call and ask coun-

ty staff members’ ques-
tions like, “Why do you do 
this?” “What is the proce-
dure?” “How can I get thus 
and such accomplished?” 
“Thank you for your ser-
vice.”

I hope this helps all of 
us to not get to too upset 
about things until we com-
plete our research. 

If you ever have ques-
tions, please call my of-
fice at 407-836-5850 and 
we will always happily as-
sist you.

Moore: Wait until research is done before getting upset with plans
Continued from page 2A

Editor:

My name is Tiffany 
Johnson and I have been a 
resident of Rock Springs 
Ridge since 2009. I am 
reaching out in an attempt 
to make my voice heard 
and express that I do not 
want to see our community 
rezoned. I speak on behalf 
of many other residents 
when I say that we do not 
want any more homes built 

in RSR and want to keep 
the current, beautiful green 
space (the former 27-hole 
golf course). 

When my husband and 
I made the decision to buy 
our first home together, we 
had agreed that we wanted 
to live in a neighborhood 
that had wide open, green 
space, which is very hard 
to find. We found exact-
ly what we wanted when 
we purchased our home in 

RSR. The wildlife, open 
space, and larger lot sizes 
set RSR apart from most 
all other communities in 
the area. If this rezoning is 
allowed to happen and de-
velopers build more un-
wanted homes in RSR, 
there is no going back and 
every reason as to why we 
moved here will have been 
ripped from us.

Tiffany Johnson
Apopka

Resident does not want rezoning

Everybody has an opinion. Why not share yours?
Send a letter to the Editor online 

www.TheApopkaChief.com
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