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What makes a person great?
Editor:

This is my city. Sunday morning found me
driving to church out of
Rock Springs Mobile
Home Community, like the
norm each week getting
on the road before 9 a.m. I
thank God for my pastors
and my home church.
My eyes veered to
the right as I noticed the
huge Trump/Pence sign
had been torn down. It was
driven into the ground with
two big wooden stakes.
Someone or several people
decided to take advantage
of their liberty and defame
public or private property.

With that said, I have
a question to those who
would read this letter.
What makes a person
great? Is it by tearing down
what they view is disagreeing with their stand, on a
political, or spiritual issue?
I don’t think so.
Again, the question is
probed. What makes a person great?
Is it by tearing down
statues and historical landmarks standing in public
squares, which citizens of
that nation or country paid
for with their hard-earned
money to have standing?
I should say not. The
United States of Ameri-

ca was founded by people
with character, with great
courage and boldness, who
respected landmarks and
other people’s property.
The deformation of
public or private property
in a city, whether it be political, or not, should be
served with a high jail sentence or fine.
This was written by a
French African-American
citizen who loves her country enough to courageously speak forth on behalf of
Apopka and surrounding
communities.
Jeanne Gabrielle Bowser
Apopka

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the property owner noted below and shown
in the attached vicinity map have made application, in accordance
with Florida Statutes 171.044, the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part
III, Land Development Code, Article II, Section 2.5.1.A, to the City
of Apopka City Council, for ANNEXATION of the property shown in the
following map:
ORDINANCE NO. 2794
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, TO EXTEND
ITS TERRITORIAL AND MUNICIPAL LIMITS TO ANNEX PURSUANT TO
FLORIDA STATUTE 171.044 THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED LANDS
SITUATED AND BEING IN ORANGE COUNTY, FLORIDA, OWNED BY MIDFLORIDA FREEZER PROPERTIES LLC; LOCATED SOUTH OF W. ORANGE
BLOSSOM TRAIL AND WEST OF LAKE VIEW ROAD; PROVIDING FOR
DIRECTIONS TO THE CITY CLERK, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Apopka needs a homeless shelter
Editor:

Apopka needs a homeless shelter. Though this is
a time of great uncertainty for many of us, it is still
critically important, and
it calls upon our humanity to be aware of one of
the most vulnerable populations in our community:
the homeless.
With Florida’s range
of weather conditions from
thunderstorms to rising
temperatures, sweltering
heat and humidity, and occasional unexpected winter
freezes, it is very dangerous for homeless people to
be living outside with no
shelter or protection. Additionally, Apopka’s transition into a more urbanized community did not
bring with it higher wages
that help community members meet their increasingly high expenses. There
is a lack of sufficient lowincome housing, and rents
in the community have increased steadily over the

last decade, outpacing
wages. As a result, essential workers such as farmworkers and service workers are struggling to support themselves and their
families.
With wages that are
not sufficient with the urbanization of Apopka, the
rate of homelessness is expected to increase, especially because there will
be no moratorium on evictions in the midst of this
health and economic crisis.
Many in our community who have worked
hard all their lives now remain unemployed or underemployed and are finding themselves seeking
food assistance at area food
banks for the first time and
are at great risk of becoming homeless themselves.
Homeless shelters in Orlando are not a source of
relief either due to their
overcrowded conditions
or the fact that Orlando is
simply too far for Apopka folks who already have

limited resources to travel. Local churches are only
able to help so much.
For 20 years, the need
for a homeless shelter in
Apopka has been an area
of concern, and the need
for one only grows as community members continue
to suffer. This is an opportune and critical time for
local leaders and city government to consider a public-private partnership to
locate a humane and necessary homeless shelter in the
community.
Homelessness in
Apopka is increasing, and
it is a long-term issue that
requires an immediate
and a long-term solution.
Through commitment of
both community members
and the city, we can unite
to relieve this humanitarian
issue.
Jeannie Economos
Health and Safety
Project Coordinator
Farmworker Association
of Florida Apopka

Moore: Accepting divergent views
and compromising is necessary

Continued from page 2A

parks in six hours. He was
enlightening and, thus, I
listened intently. However,
he mistakenly assumed everyone was just like him.
He hadn’t read the surveys to learn that his neighbors had a few different
ideas and priorities. He just
didn’t know school children, dog walkers, and other residents really prize the
new sidewalks. They had
never spoken with one another. But, they will on Oc-

tober 8.
I’m reading the Gruber book as quickly and
thoroughly as possible before the meeting. I hope I
can adequately facilitate
the community moving
forward and leading themselves. Accepting divergent
views, compromising, and
working together is a tall
order during these hyperpartisan times.
Nevertheless, I’m
learning more about: how
to involve everyone, build
credibility through trans-

parency, helping folks to
ask the right questions,
delegating and empowering citizens, earning trust,
and embracing feedback.
The final few principles
are about practicing leadership, deciding together, and
strengthening foundations.
We definitely need every
tool we can find to build
healthy futures for our local communities.
Wish me luck and
say a prayer for me with
Northcrest.

Byrd: My role on school board
has been filled with adventure
Continued from page 2A

(THIS MAP IS FOR REFERENCE PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT TO SCALE)
Parcel I.D. Number: 06-21-28-7180-07-010
Contains: 0.52 +/- acres
The proposed annexation, as indicated in the map of this
advertisement, may be inspected by the public in the City of Apopka
Community Development Department, and/or the ofﬁce of the City
Clerk, at 120 East Main Street, Apopka, Florida (Apopka City Hall).
NOTICE is hereby given that the public hearings to consider the
future adoption of Ordinance Number 2794 will be held by the City
of Apopka City Council at its regularly scheduled meetings in
the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 East Main
Street, on Wednesday, October 7, 2020 beginning at 1:30 P.M. and
on Wednesday, October 21, 2020 at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter
as possible.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearings to speak. Please be advised that, under State law, if you
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce at 120 East Main
Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48
hours prior to the proceeding.
Apopka City Council
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work in a way that would
create positive change.
I wanted to explore our
school district deeper and
learn about the processes that went on behind the
scenes.
My role on the school
board has not disappointed
me and has been filled with
all sorts of adventure over
the past two years, much of
which I didn’t expect such
as figuring out how to continue educating during a
pandemic.
As our conversation
continued and I explained
what a pleasure it is to effect big changes like fighting for teacher raises or
changes to county-wide
policy like the dress code,
the real joy of this job has
been helping individuals every day with simple
problems.
As a parent or teacher in a district as large as

OCPS, you can feel as
though you are a small cog
in a machine and it seems
hard to find your way
through the system. Usually, that is when people
reach out to me for help.
Just this past week, I
helped a student who was
having a technical issue for
the past month get in touch
with the right person to fix
the problem.
I had a social worker contact a family who
was struggling with a high
school student attending
school.
Last week, I helped
the district find an assignment for a high-risk teacher who wasn’t comfortable
teaching face-to-face and I
helped a parent understand
the standards that formulated a test her child was taking that she was concerned
about.
As I told the UCF student interviewing me, this
is how I spend most of my

days if I’m not in meetings,
visiting schools, or representing the school district in the community, I’m
at the computer or on the
phone solving problems.
And I love every minute of it.
I remember what it
was like when I felt as if
I didn’t know where to go
for help and when I can
provide help to someone
feeling that way, then it’s
been a good day.
As our interview came
to a close, she expressed
her gratitude to me for
spending some time with
her because one day she
would like to be on the
school board and now she
has a better understanding
of what it is like.
It was a lot of fun
talking to her and I hope
I helped her understand
that being an elected official is not only a huge responsibility, but a real joy
as well.

All About Apopka

The Apopka Chief
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(USPS 545-440)
The Apopka Chief is published every Friday
and entered as Periodicals, postage paid at Apopka Post
Office, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. The
Apopka Chief newspaper is published by Foliage Enterprises, Inc., every Friday at 400 North Park Avenue,
Apopka, Fla., 32712-3417. An annual subscription is
$25 in Orange County and $30 outside Orange County.
Phone 407-886-2777. Postmaster: Send address changes to The

Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, Fla., 32704-0880.
The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community weekly newspaper and a member of the Florida Press Association. The newspaper
won the group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, the only
three-time winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed and
include a daytime telephone number, address,, or email address for verification. Management reserves the right to edit letters.
www.theapopkachief.com, news@theapopkachief.com

City of Apopka
Telephone Numbers

Orange County
Telephone Numbers

Other Area
Numbers of Note

City Hall.........................................407-703-1700
Mayor’s Office.............................407-703-1701
City Administrator.....................407-703-1649
City Clerk......................................407-703-1704
Community Devel.....................407-703-1712
Code Enforcement....................407-703-1738
Finance Dept...............................407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.).......................407-703-1756
Parks and Rec. Dept..................407-703-1741
Police Chief..................................407-703-1769
Police (non-emerg.)..................407-703-1771
Job Line.........................................407-703-1743
Solid Waste Collect...................407-703-1731
Street Maintenance..................407-703-1731
Utility Billing................................407-703-1727
Medical, fire emergency.............................911
The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882.
It is located at 28’30 north latitude and is
150 feet above sea level. Its population is
about 48,000 and its total area is more than
30 sq. mi. www.apopka.net

Animal Services................. 407-836-3111
Auto/Boat Tags.................. 850-617-2000
Building Dept..................... 407-836-8550
County Mayor.................... 407-836-7370
County Commission........ 407-836-7350
County Attorney............... 407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court............. 407-836-2065
Elections Supervisor........ 407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue......................... 407-836-3111
Solid Waste......................... 407-836-6601
Garbage Collection.......... 407-703-1731
Health Dept........................ 407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic......... 888-347-4356
Parks and Rec. Dept......... 407-836-6200
Property Appraiser........... 407-836-5044
Sheriff Administrative..... 407-254-7000
Non-Emerg. Complaint.. 407-836-4357
Utilities................................. 407-836-5515
All other departments.... 407-836-3111
Medical, fire emergency.....................911
www.orangecountyfl.net

U.S. Senators
Rick Scott (Rep.)...................... 202-224-5274
Marco Rubio (Rep.)..................407-254-2573
U.S. Representative
Val Demings (Dist. 10)............321-388-9808
State Representatives
Jennifer Sullivan (Dist. 31).....352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45)..........850-717-5045
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11).....407-297-2045
Orange County Commissioner
Christine Moore.......................407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
Pupil assignment.....................407-317-3233
Bus routes...................................407-317-3800
Superintendent........................407-317-3200
School Board.............................407-317-3200
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief......................407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans....407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce..........407-886-1441

Police Beat

If a law enforcement
agency charges you with
a crime and this paper reports that information,
please notify us within 90 days if the charge
is dropped, or if you are
found not guilty by the
court. After verifying the
information, we will be
happy to publish it.
Please send notification to The Apopka Chief,
P.O. Box 880, Apopka,
32740-0880.
In the period from September 15-21, the Apopka
Police Department received
1,643 calls for assistance,
responded to 23 crashes, issued 95 citations, and made
21 arrests. Of the 21 arrests,
one was a juvenile arrest.
The juvenile was arrested
and charged with child neglect without bodily harm.
The following adults
were arrested and charged:
Kanielas Cadillac
Byrd, 30, confidential address, damage propertycriminal mischief $1,000 or
more.
Tatiana Gabrielle Carrero, 28, 2585 Jans Way,
Altamonte Springs, outof-county warrant (FTA

DWLSR).
Chimira Sunsil Edwards, 35, confidential address, aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon without intent to kill, aggravated battery, trespassing
property-not structure or
conveyance.
Larry J. Griffin, 49, 58
West 10th St., Apopka, burglary of conveyance-(no
parts) unarmed without person inside, resist officer-obstruct without violence.
Gregory Allen Hice,
48, 4403 W. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Tampa, disorderly intoxication/disorderly condition alcohol/drugs
intoxication, trespassingoccupied structure or conveyance.
Keshawn Jerrell
Hodge, 21, 580 Marden
Meadows Dr., Apopka, burglary of conveyance-(no
parts) unarmed without person inside, resist officer-obstruct without violence.
Deantae Jerdarrin Holmes, 25, 444 Lake Opal
Ct., Apopka, possession
of weapon-possession of
ammo by convicted Florida
felon.
Marvin Lorenzo Jack-

The Apopka Chief, September 25, 2020, Page 8A
son, 54, 151 E. 15th St.,
Apopka, drug equipmentpossess and/or use, drugspossession of heroin.
Aimee C. James, 35,
17 N. Washington Ave.,
Apopka, trespassing-fail to
leave property upon order
by owner.
Jose Angel Moreno,
27, confidential address,
battery-touch and strike.
Jeremiah James Noe,
1212 S. Binion Rd., Apopka, drugs-possession of
heroin, drugs-possession of
methamphetamine.
Orlen Rafael OrdonezCanales, 28, 5913 Lyons
St., Orlando, DUI-unlawful
blood alcohol balance of
.15 or higher accompanied
by person under 18 years
of age second conviction,
moving traffic violationoperate motor vehicle without valid license, neglect
child without great bodily
harm, failure to appear for
misdemeanor offense-leave
scene without giving information less than $50 damage, failure to appear for
misdemeanor offense-driving without a license.
Elmer D. Ordonez-Canales, 23, 5913 Lyons St.,
Orlando, resist officer-obstruct without violence.
Jayvis Keshawn Smith,
22, confidential address,

battery-commit domestic
battery by strangulation.
Shaina Marie Stouffer,
30, 201 Dovetail Ct., Apopka, drugs-possession of alprazolam.
Michael Sedrick Stroman, 44, 505 S. Washington Ave., Apopka, out-of-

NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Secs. 163.3187 and 166.041(3)(c),
Florida Statutes and the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land
Development Code, Article II, Section 2.4.7(B), that Jose L. Perez
has made an application, to the City of Apopka City Council, and
Apopka Planning Commission for a change in the Future Land Use
Designation for approximately 2.24 +/- acres from Agriculture to
Industrial and a change in Zoning from AG (Agriculture District)
to I-L (Light Industrial District). This application relates to the
following described property located North of E. Keene Road and
West of Clarcona Road.

Apopka, resist officer-obstruct without violence,
trespassing-structure or
conveyance.
Kimberly Devon Wilczynski, 42, transient, Apopka, Apopka city ordinancealcohol possess or consume
in public.

First APD ride-along incredible
Editor:

I had an incredible
ride-along experience with
our Apopka Police Department this week!
This is my first ridealong in Apopka. I have
participated in several
ride-alongs in other states.
Each ride-along has been
unique and provided me a
wonderful learning experience. Most importantly,
you walk away with a better understanding and appreciation for the skills,
knowledge, and abilities
that it takes these dedicated public servants to maneuver themselves through
the fast-paced, sometimes
instant, challenges and the

opportunities these challenges provide.
We had quite a variety of events during my
ride-along including property vandalism, noise complaint, stranger at the door,
strange package on the
porch, hit-and-run, robbery
in progress, bicyclist stop,
and even a streaker! Wow!
I was blessed to ride
with three different officers
and observed another six
officers at one time or another throughout the shift.
These officers were incredible! The caring, compassionate, friendly, personal,
and professional manner
that they carried out their
responsibilities was inspiring.

My ride-along officers
made me feel welcomed,
appreciated, and they answered all my questions
thoroughly and thoughtfully.
It was a wonderful informative experience. Although a ride-along is not
the same as “walking a
mile in their shoes”, it will
open your eyes as to the
challenges these outstanding community servants
face each day.
Apopka is in good
hands, no matter what
comes our way, with this
dedicated dynamic public
service team!
Rod Olsen
Apopka

Corbeil: Joe should know his
basement is a safe place to wait
Continued from page 2A

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
SMALL SCALE FUTURE LAND USE
AMENDMENT AND CHANGE OF ZONING

county warrant.
Jon Michael Updike,
47, confidential address,
simple assault-intent to
do violence (domestic violence), battery-touch or
strike (domestic violence).
Lazaro Vela, 26, 544
W. Ella J. Gilmore St.,

Kennedy, Robert Kennedy,
and notorious British Labor
firebrand Neil Kinnock.
“Biden’s voter pitch is
this: Ignore a half-century
record of dishonesty, incompetence, and wretched
judgment and think only
this – Joe is a nice guy who
reaches across the aisle.
‘It may work, given exogenous circumstances,
but then again as Barack
Obama reportedly said in
private, during this year’s
primaries, ‘Don’t underestimate Joe’s ability to
screw things up.’
“In Smith’s assessment
of Biden, he writes that his
supporters sometimes say

they back him in the name
of normalcy, but the strayvoltage aspect of the incumbent president is not
exactly alien to his wouldbe usurper. Biden told a
black reporter who asked
whether he had ever taken
a cognitive test. ‘That’s like
saying you …before you
got in this program, you
would take a test whether
you’re taking cocaine or
not. What do you think?
Huh? Are you a junkie?’
“An unfiltered and
vindicated President Joe,
at last in the center of the
spotlight, would likely uncork so many wild and
wooly thoughts that he
might give the Donald a
run a run for his money.

“Those who fret that
the current president is not
always being forthright,
should note that Biden who
suffered two brain aneurysms in 1988, which required a seven months
break from his Senate duties, has not released any
medical records in 12
years.”
If Joe has the slightest
ability to think this out, he
will know the basement of
his house is the best place
now to wait out life’s ending.
“There is a generation
that are pure in their own
eyes and yet is not washed
from their filthiness.” Proverbs 30:12.

CITY OF APOPKA
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN
UPDATE

NOTICE is hereby given that the CITY OF APOPKA has made an
application, in accordance with Florida Statutes 163.3187 and
the Apopka Code of Ordinances, Part III, Land Development
Code, Article 2, Section 2.5.1.B, to the City of Apopka
Planning Commission and City Council, for an AMENDMENT TO
THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS ELEMENT,
UPDATING THE FIVE YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN TO ADDRESS
RECREATION IMPROVEMENTS.
ORDINANCE NO. 2795
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, ADOPTING
2020/2021 THROUGH 2025/2026 FIVE YEAR CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT ANNUAL UPDATE; PROVIDING FOR LEGISLATIVE
FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR EXCLUSION FROM CODIFICATION;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE.

Parcel I.D.: 22-21-28-0000-00-086
Contains: 2.24 +/- Acres
ORDINANCE NO. 2783
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE
FUTURE LAND USE ELEMENT OF THE APOPKA COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
THE CITY OF APOPKA; CHANGING THE FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION
FROM AGRICULTURE TO INDUSTRIAL FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY
LOCATED NORTH OF E. KEENE ROAD AND WEST OF CLARCONA ROAD,
COMPRISING 2.24 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY FAIRCLOTH
FAMILY LTD; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2784
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING
THE ZONING FROM AG (AGRICULTURE DISTRICT) TO I-L (LIGHT
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY LOCATED
NORTH OF E. KEENE ROAD AND WEST OF CLARCONA ROAD, COMPRISING
2.24 ACRES MORE OR LESS, AND OWNED BY FAIRCLOTH FAMILY LTD;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Notice is given that a public hearing For Ordinance No. 2783 and
Ordinance No. 2784 will be held by the City of Apopka City Council
at its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers
of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida on
Wednesday, October 7, 2020, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as possible.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed
hearing to speak. The proposed Future Land Use and Zoning can be
inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located
at Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please be advised that,
under State law, if you decide to appeal a decision made with
respect to this matter, you will need a record of the proceedings
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, which record
includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to
be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Ofﬁce
at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704,
no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.
September 25, 2020
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Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission
will hold a public hearing to consider the update to the
Capital Improvements Element request at its scheduled meeting
in the City Council Chambers of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E.
Main Street, Apopka, Florida on Tuesday, October 13, 2020
beginning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.
FURTHER NOTICE is given that public hearings on the proposed
amendments will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at
its regularly scheduled meetings in the City Council Chambers
of the Apopka City Hall, 120 E. Main Street, Apopka, Florida
on Wednesday, October 21, 2020, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as possible AND on Wednesday, November
4, 2020, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
possible. Public hearing notices are also posted at www.
apopka.net.
Affected parties and the public may appear at the above
listed hearings to speak. The proposed Capital Improvements
Element amendment (Recreation Improvements) can be inspected
at the Apopka Community Development Department located at
Apopka City Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. Please
be advised that, under State law, if you decide to appeal
a decision made with respect to this matter, you will need
a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a
verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA),
persons with disabilities needing assistance to participate
in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s
Ofﬁce at 120 East Main Street, Apopka FL 32703, Telephone:
407-703-1704, no less than 48 hours prior to the proceeding.
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