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By Teresa Sargeant 
Apopka Chief Staff 
 
 A Wekiva High School alumnus, 
now a college student, shared his ex-
perience attending a leadership sum-
mit in Washington D.C., which re-
minded him that, despite the nation’s 
current political climate, its people 
should have a more united front.  
 Pablo Rivera, 23, went to the lead-
ership summit June 26-30, when col-
lege and university student pres-
idents and vice presidents from 
across the nation visited the White 
House, interacted with White House 
staff members and political leaders, 
and even listened to President Donald 
Trump speak. The summit included a 
tour of the Capitol building by House 
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy of 
California.
 Rivera graduated from WHS in 
2013 and will be a senior at South-
eastern University in Lakeland this 
fall. A broadcasting major, he will en-
ter his second year as student govern-
ment president.  
 The leadership summit was spon-
sored by the Campus Leadership Proj-
ect, an organization that supports and 
trains college campus leaders in the 
United States through scholarships, 
workshops and training sessions, and 
networking opportunities.  
 Rivera said though students at the 
summit were striving to improve their 
campus and to keep colleges and uni-
versities places their fellow class-
mates “can be proud of,” that is not 
always the attitude displayed off cam-
pus.  
 “It’s a reminder that, in this po-
litical climate, everyone is point-

ing fingers, but at the end of 
the day, it shouldn’t be about this or 
that party, but that this is America,” 
he said. “Life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness shouldn’t be a partisan 
issue. … No matter who you’re fight-
ing for, we should all fight for free-
dom.” 
 Both traditional and social media 
depict “there are crazy things happen-
ing” including conflict within politi-
cal parties, and racial and ethnic is-
sues, Rivera said.   
 “All these things the media show 
you, that there are scary things in 
the world,” Rivera said. “One thing 
we don’t see enough of is love and 
brotherhood. Those things happen in 
the world, but it’s not something we 
see (as much). It’s up to us to let the 
love and brotherhood shine through.” 
 At the summit, students ex-
plored Washington, D.C., and net-
worked with student body presi-
dents and representatives, collaborat-

ing on finding solutions to problems 
they faced at their campuses.  
 A common issue Rivera said he 
heard during this time is getting the 
college board to take the student gov-
ernment body seriously.  
 “Student government is about 
making the campus better than it is 
now, but a lot of students were getting 
in trouble with partisanship,” he said. 
“The political party lines were kind 
of being drawn at universities. They 
feel that some issues were not getting 
pushed forward because of bipartisan 
issues. The issues are not partisan is-
sues, but some students try to make 
them partisan issues.” 
 Rivera learned about the sum-
mit when a Campus Leadership Proj-
ect representative went to Southeast-
ern University and spoke with the 
student government advisor, who ex-
tended the invitation.
 “It seemed like an incredible op-
portunity. They spoke about the net-
working we would do and how they 
would equip us for student govern-
ments at universities. The expenses 
were paid. I thought I’d be dumb to 
turn that down.” 
 Since graduating from WHS, Ri-
vera maintained ties with his alma 
mater. Other than his sister graduating 
from the school this year Rivera, who 
runs Southeastern’s improvisation 
program, assists WHS students with 
their improvisation program.  
 Rivera said his senior year will 
be “the deciding factor” in his future 
career plans. He is having “fun” as an 
intern with a radio station, he said, 
but has become involved with poli-
tics since becoming student govern-
ment president.

 As part of its ongo-
ing efforts to improve pe-
destrian safety in Apopka, 
the Apopka Police Depart-
ment will be conducting a 
three-day pedestrian safety 
enforcement operation that 
will focus on motorists who 
fail to yield the right-of-way 
to pedestrians.
 The three-day operation 
will take place on Tuesday, 
July 31, through Thursday, 
August 2, at several cross-
walks within Apopka. Of-
ficers from Apopka will be 
conducting the enforcement 
operation at heavily trav-
eled crosswalks. Officers 
dressed in plain clothes will 
be crossing the street while 
uniformed officers moni-
tor the crosswalk for mo-
torists and pedestrians who 
fail to yield the right-of-way 
or who take unsafe and un-
lawful actions. Drivers and  
pedestrians stopped during 
this safety operation will be 
issued warnings or citations.
 “The Apopka Police 
Department is committed 
to preventing these tragic 
deaths and is leading the ef-
fort with proactive enforce-
ment and education pro-
grams,” said Deputy Chief 
Randy Fernandez. “The de-
partment is conducting this 

public awareness and en-
forcement program to edu-
cate and encourage mem-
bers of the community 
to develop and maintain 
safe practices while driv-
ing, walking, and cycling 
throughout Apopka. 
 “Crosswalk enforce-
ment actions are an effec-
tive way to communicate 
pedestrian right-of-way 
laws to both drivers and pe-

destrians. The police depart-
ment conducts enforcement 
actions in response to com-
munity requests and to ed-
ucate the general public on 
the rules at marked and un-
marked crossings. Those 
who choose to ignore the 
law and the message, how-
ever, will be deterred from 
future violations through 
enforcement. As is the case 
with any other traffic law, it 

is easy to avoid a ticket. In 
this case, simply yield the 
right-of-way to pedestrians 
who are in a crosswalk.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF APOPKA

VARIANCE APPEAL REQUEST 
The City of Apopka City Council, in accordance with Article X, 
Section 10.02.00 and Article XII, Section 12.05.03 of the City’s 
Land Development Code, herein advises you that TGINF, LLC c/o Alan 
Goldberg requests an APPEAL of a Planning Commission decision 
regarding a variance request on Section 2.02.07(H)(1)(a) bufferyard 
requirements for a proposed 92-unit townhome development (aka 
Hidden Lake Reserve) to allow for a 6-foot tall vinyl fence or 
similar screening option on the eastern boundary abutting a platted 
but unpaved section of North Bradshaw Road in lieu of a masonry 
wall from the 25-foot upland buffers for the proposed subdivision 
at 501 Old Dixie Highway and located as described below:    

Apopka City Council
Community Development Department

You are hereby notifi ed that a Public Hearing will be held in the 
City of Apopka Council Chambers on Wednesday, August 15, 2018, 
beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.  The 
variance application is available for review at the Community 
Development Department at Apopka City Hall, 120 East Main Street, 
Apopka, Florida between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed 
hearing to speak.  Please be advised that, under State law, if you 
decide to appeal a decision made with respect to this matter, you 
will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made, which record includes the testimony 
and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. In accordance 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with 
disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these 
proceedings should contact the City Clerk’s Offi ce at 120 East Main 
Street, Apopka FL  32703, Telephone: 407-703-1704, no less than 48 
hours prior to the proceeding.

Parcel ID No.: 09-21-28-0000-00-006
Total Acreage: 15.88 +/- Acres

Lawn Care & Landscape 
Professionals You Can Trust!

PROOF APPROVAL

Important to Check the Following
Name
Address
Telephone #

Copy/Picture/Logos
Expiration Date

Please Sign Below

Date
Approval/Release to Print - Subject to corrections as noted below.

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISER:
This proof is for your protection. If it meets your approval, please sign and fax back to 407-889-4121.

Instructions have been followed as closely as possible.

The Apopka Chief • 407-886-2777 • Fax: 407-889-4121

ABBOTT LAWN SERVICES INC. ABBOTT LAWN SERVICES INC.

Lawn Care & Landscape 
Professionals You Can Trust!

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPING COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPING
Call for a Quote 407-927-4538 Call for a Quote 407-927-4538
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 Lawn Service 
 Sod 
 Mulch

 Landscaping 
 Lawn Service 
 Sod 
 Mulch
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SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

Get-Acquainted Special!
• Oral Exam D0150 

• 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274 
• Cancer Screening

• Gum Disease Screening
Valid for new patients only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 
Transferable. Please share with your family and friends.  Exp. 8/31/18.New Patients Welcome!

$20 Exam
Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

200 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL  32703

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$45 CLEANING
Schedule Your Next 
Cleaning and Save!

Valid for new patients only. Subject to exam by doctor. 
Does not include periodontal gum disease treatment. Not 
to be combined with any other offer. Transferable. Please 
share with your family and friends. Expires 8/31/18.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

200 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL  32703

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

$100 OFF
Tooth Whitening

(Reg. $395 • Now $295)
Get the sensational smile you deserve!
Transferable. Please share with your family, friends and 
co-workers! Offer good for 30 days. Expires 8/31/18.

SMILE WITH

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

New Patients Welcome!

Call Now For An Appointment 407-886-1611

200 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL  32703

Emergency Appointments Available

Schroeder
  Dental
   Group

MyApopkaDentist.net

Katrina M. Schroeder, DMD

Confi dence!

Apopka • 407-886-3301 • www.gentryins.com
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2018 Ford
EcoSport

Ford’s Newest SUV!

866-931-6124 • 1551 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka, FL

$229/mo.
 LEASE FOR

$0 Due at 
Signing

for 39 months

Twin Turbo EcoBoost 
Engine, Back-Up 

Camera, Auto Start/
Stop Technology for 

Better Fuel E�  ciency, 
Remote Keyless Entry, 

& Sync w/ AppLink
**39-month closed-end lease on approved credit. 10,500 miles a year. $0 due at lease signing. 

Tax, tag, and title fees extra. See Dealer For Details. Off er Expires 7/31/2018

Up Front® Price

$17,412

0% APR
FOR 60
MONTHS

$1,000 CUSTOMER 
CASH

PLUS

OR

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE 
- FALLOUT 3D (PG-13) 10:00

3D MOVIES

WEKIVA SPRINGS RD, APOPKA
407-884-8080 • www.regmovies.com

Fri., July 27, 2018 thru 
Sun., July 29, 2018

Sunday Movies $6 All Day
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - 
FALLOUT (PG-13) 10:00A*; 
12:00; 3:20; 6:40
TEEN TITANS GO! TO THE 
MOVIES (PG) 12:10; 2:30; 4:50; 
7:20; 9:40
MAMMA MIA! HERE WE GO 
AGAIN (PG-13) 10:30A*; 1:30; 
4:30; 7:30; 10:20
THE EQUALIZER 2 (R) 10:00A*; 
12:50P; 3:40; 7:00; 10:15
HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 3: 
SUMMER VACATION (PG) 
10:10A*; 1:10; 4:10; 6:45; 9:20
ANT-MAN AND THE WASP 
(PG-13) 10:10A*; 1:00; 4:20; 
7:10; 10:10
JURASSIC WORLD: FALLEN 
KINGDOM (PG-13) 12:20; 3:30; 
6:30; 9:30
INCREDIBLES 2 (PG) 12:30; 
3:50; 6:50; 9:50

*SUNDAY ONLY

Do you need to receive or send a FAX?
If so, you can use our fax: 407-889-4121*

Apopka Office Supply
400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

407-889-4455
*There is a small fee for this service.


