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Wekiva High alumnus participates
in leadership summit held in D.C.
By Teresa Sargeant
Apopka Chief Staff

A Wekiva High School alumnus,
now a college student, shared his experience attending a leadership summit in Washington D.C., which reminded him that, despite the nation’s
current political climate, its people
should have a more united front.  
Pablo Rivera, 23, went to the leadership summit June 26-30, when college and university student presidents and vice presidents from
across the nation visited the White
House, interacted with White House
staff members and political leaders,
and even listened to President Donald
Trump speak. The summit included a
tour of the Capitol building by House
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy of
California.
Rivera graduated from WHS in
2013 and will be a senior at Southeastern University in Lakeland this
fall. A broadcasting major, he will enter his second year as student government president.  
The leadership summit was sponsored by the Campus Leadership Project, an organization that supports and
trains college campus leaders in the
United States through scholarships,
workshops and training sessions, and
networking opportunities.  
Rivera said though students at the
summit were striving to improve their
campus and to keep colleges and universities places their fellow classmates “can be proud of,” that is not
always the attitude displayed off campus.  
“It’s a reminder that, in this political climate, everyone is point-
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ing on finding solutions to problems
they faced at their campuses.  
A common issue Rivera said he
heard during this time is getting the
college board to take the student government body seriously.  
“Student government is about
making the campus better than it is
now, but a lot of students were getting
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Rivera said his senior year will
be “the deciding factor” in his future
career plans. He is having “fun” as an
intern with a radio station, he said,
but has become involved with politics since becoming student government president.
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Pablo Rivera
. . . takes part in D.C. event
ing fingers, but at the end of
the day, it shouldn’t be about this or
that party, but that this is America,”
he said. “Life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness shouldn’t be a partisan
issue. … No matter who you’re fighting for, we should all fight for freedom.”
Both traditional and social media
depict “there are crazy things happening” including conflict within political parties, and racial and ethnic issues, Rivera said.   
“All these things the media show
you, that there are scary things in
the world,” Rivera said. “One thing
we don’t see enough of is love and
brotherhood. Those things happen in
the world, but it’s not something we
see (as much). It’s up to us to let the
love and brotherhood shine through.”
At the summit, students explored Washington, D.C., and networked with student body presidents and representatives, collaborat-
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Pedestrian safety will be stressed by police

As part of its ongoing efforts to improve pedestrian safety in Apopka,
the Apopka Police Department will be conducting a
three-day pedestrian safety
enforcement operation that
will focus on motorists who
fail to yield the right-of-way
to pedestrians.
The three-day operation
will take place on Tuesday,
July 31, through Thursday,
August 2, at several crosswalks within Apopka. Officers from Apopka will be
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to preventing these tragic
deaths and is leading the effort with proactive enforcement and education programs,” said Deputy Chief
Randy Fernandez. “The department is conducting this
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public awareness and enforcement program to educate and encourage members of the community
to develop and maintain
safe practices while driving, walking, and cycling
throughout Apopka.
“Crosswalk enforcement actions are an effective way to communicate
pedestrian
right-of-way
laws to both drivers and pe-
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destrians. The police department conducts enforcement
actions in response to community requests and to educate the general public on
the rules at marked and unmarked crossings. Those
who choose to ignore the
law and the message, however, will be deterred from
future violations through
enforcement. As is the case
with any other traffic law, it
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is easy to avoid a ticket. In
this case, simply yield the
right-of-way to pedestrians
who are in a crosswalk.

Apopka • 407-886-3301 • www.gentryins.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF APOPKA
VARIANCE APPEAL REQUEST

The City of Apopka City Council, in accordance with Article X,
Section 10.02.00 and Article XII, Section 12.05.03 of the City’s
Land Development Code, herein advises you that TGINF, LLC c/o Alan
Goldberg requests an APPEAL of a Planning Commission decision
regarding a variance request on Section 2.02.07(H)(1)(a) bufferyard
requirements for a proposed 92-unit townhome development (aka
Hidden Lake Reserve) to allow for a 6-foot tall vinyl fence or
similar screening option on the eastern boundary abutting a platted
but unpaved section of North Bradshaw Road in lieu of a masonry
wall from the 25-foot upland buffers for the proposed subdivision
at 501 Old Dixie Highway and located as described below:
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Parcel ID No.: 09-21-28-0000-00-006
Total Acreage: 15.88 +/- Acres
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You are hereby notiﬁed that a Public Hearing will be held in the
City of Apopka Council Chambers on Wednesday, August 15, 2018,
beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.
The
variance application is available for review at the Community
Development Department at Apopka City Hall, 120 East Main Street,
Apopka, Florida between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
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