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See the story and picture about the Metro
vs. Florida Challenge,
a 20-game basketball
event that the Apopka Blue Darters are
hosting through Monday, January 15. Because of scheduling

changes, the event
is being played midway through the high
school basketball season for the ﬁrst time.
Both Apopka and
Wekiva will be participating in the eighthannual Challenge.

Sports

Get All Your Sports
Weather Updates at

TheApopkaChief.com
Always up-to-the-minute
Weather Reports!

Apopka Blue Darters hosting 20-game basketball event
By John Peery
Apopka Chief Staff

Traditionally, the annual
Metro vs. Florida Challenge that
was conceived and run by Apopka Blue Darters boys basketball
coach Scott Williams has been
played Thanksgiving week as
an early-season event that showcased teams from the Metro Conference against other top teams
from around Central Florida, including several private school
powerhouses.
This year, however, the
Florida High School Athletic As-

sociation (FHSAA) moved the
beginning of the boys basketball season to after Thanksgiving, making it necessary for the
eighth annual Metro vs. Florida
to be moved.
With the Martin Luther King
Jr. holiday set for Monday, January 15, Williams decided to hold
the event over the weekend, taking the challenge to four days
and 20 games.
The first two games were
held Thursday, January 11, past
press time.
Play continues today, Friday,
January 12, with three games,

and really picks up on Saturday,
January 13, with seven games
and concludes on Monday, January 15, with eight more contests.
“I think it’s a tremendous
field this year, Williams said.
“A couple of programs that are
normally in couldn’t be in this
year because of national-level
engagements and we understand
those things.
“I think it’s going to be a really good event. I think it’s very
cost-affordable for people who
want to see good basketball. The
side benefit is teams aren t just
trying to figure out how things

are going, they are teams that are
in mid-season form. Teams that
are getting themselves geared up
for a playoff run. Teams that are
now 12, 13, 15 games. The level
of play is going to be that much
better. I’m really, really excited
about that.
For the Blue Darters, coach
Williams could have scheduled
easier teams for his Apopka
squad to play, but he passed on
that idea as he does every year.
The Blue Darters will play
powerhouse Leesburg Saturday,
See EVENT Page 6C

Coach Scott Williams and the Blue
Darters are hosting the event.

Blue Darters begin 2018 with pair of
heart-stopping important victories

By John Peery
Apopka Chief Staff

After losing two out of three
games in a tournament between
Christmas and New Year’s, the Apopka Blue Darters boys basketball team
has bounced back with two wins over
top opponents with both games won
on last-second three-pointers.
On Tuesday, January 9, the Blue
Darters (7-6) got a huge District 9A-3
victory with a dramatic buzzer-beating 30-foot three-pointer by senior
Travis Henderson to nip rival West
Orange, 65-64.
In what is easily the best win of
the season for the Apopka High boys
basketball team in terms of defeating
a top-ranked opponent, the Blue Darters upset small-school power Orlando
Christian Prep 63-60 Saturday, January 6, on a three-pointer from the corner by senior Rodney ubin with just
2.6 seconds left in the game.

Travis Henderson (l) and Nate Louis celebrate Henderson’s 30-foot three-point buzzer-beating bucket Apopka 65, West Orange 64
A game that ebbed and flowed
that toppled rival West Orange 65-64.

Happy teammates hug Travis Henderson (l) after this basket downed
District 9A-3 rival West Orange at the final horn.
throughout looked like it was a lost
cause for the Blue Darters when West
Orange’s best player, K.J. Simon,
snaked through the Apopka defense
for a layup with two seconds left to

give the Warriors a 64-62 lead.
After timeouts by both teams,
Apopka’s Maliek Jackson’s inSee PAIR Page 7C

Mustangs fall to Dr. Phillips, 75-69
By Neal Fisher
Apopka Chief Staff

Played Tuesday, January 9, the
Dr. Phillips Panthers were the latest
state power to go possession for possession with the Wekiva Mustangs before pulling out a victory, by a 75-69
score. A multi-option approach was
presented by the Panthers. Four players scored in double-digits and eight
total.
Wekiva’s overall record is now
4-7.
“Another close contest being
dropped is disappointing, Wekiva coach Gersino Lubin said. “Right
now, and obviously, we are struggling. Getting out of this slump is not
easy. That first win will probably feel
like the biggest.
“The losses are the result of the
most fundamental and basic level,
mistakes. We know if mistakes are
limited, we win. We know if mistakes
aren’t limited, we lose is where we are
now. I have stressed mistakes were
the reason for the losses and this was
the same. Preparation is pursued for
every contest by watching film, and

analyzing the mistakes is a part of the
preparation.
Although the contest featured
eight ties, only one occurred during the second half. Furthermore and
even though never by more than seven points, the Panthers were in the
lead for all but 1:15.
After scrambling to catch up for
almost the entire contest, Wekiva finally drew even at 64-64 with 3:33
left. However, having the advantage
of playing from ahead creating a minimum of energy used, the Panthers
comfortably answered the challenge.
With the challenge having no effect
on the mental crispness, Dr. Phillips’
execution became even more precise
as five consecutive points were scored
after the tie.
What turned out to be the point
that put the Panthers ahead for good
came by way of Daniel Love converting a free throw. The score was 64-64
when Love drew the foul after Wekiva had trailed for the entire second
half. Field goals by Devon Buckhannon and Esdras Jean followed to open
up a five-point lead. Then all three of
the Panthers’ last possessions ended

with points being scored to secure the
victory.
Love also drained a trey from the
top of the key as the buzzer indicating the end of the third quarter sounded. Not only were the points the other
most critical because of the momentum gained while the quarter came
to a close, but the lead was extended
to seven after the Mustangs initially
came up with a stop. The field goal attempt was set up by Abdoulaye Thiam
pulling down an offensive rebound
and a subsequent pass to Love.
The five points following the 6464 tie were the most scored consecutively by either team during the second half.
“Basketball is a game of six
inches, and not a secret ubin said,
“Right now, we aren’t paying attention to the six inches. There were
mistakes in every area. In particular, though, we didn’t go out of our
way to play according to the situation. The most tangible damage was
done by not getting to the free throw
line. Dr. Phillips reached the bonus at
See WEKIVA Page 8C

(Photo by Alex Olivera)

Samuel Bostick drives toward the bucket in the game
against Dr. Phillips.

Wekiva girls basketball team wins holiday tournament
By Neal Fisher
Apopka Chief Staff

Only how the season ends
will determine if winning the
Florida Prospects Diamond
Bracket championship is a
springboard to the ultimate goal
of contending for the state championship. However, the championship capped off for the Wekiva
Mustangs what has been a progression toward being in the best
possible position a team can be

in at the midway juncture of the
season.
Played on December 28-30,
three victories were required to
win the championship. The Mustangs came out of the event with
an overall record of 13-2.
“Even if playing at home,
winning a fifth consecutive
championship is unheard of and
great pride is taken,
ustangs
coach Tommie Butts said. “However, the big picture is in order to
win a fifth consecutive champi-

onship, a team can’t be complacent. There is a hunger beyond
just the surface of wanting to return to Lakeland and take care of
unfinished business. We aren t
overlooking or disregarding any
element or detail of the game.
Teams are supposed to get better
as the season continues and reach
playing the best at the beginning
of the postseason. There is still
half a season to get better in every area of the game, but developing into a championship team

is turning the potential into the
utmost potency as of now.
“Of course, playing against
other
championship-caliber
teams and in tournament settings is preparation for the postseason. This time, we beat three
teams with winning percentages
over .800 and on a regular basis advance deep into the FHSAA postseason tournament. A
couple of plays here and there is
the difference between winning
and losing during the postsea-

son. We won the three contests
because we executed a handful
more plays over the course of the
contest. Each contest was a different challenge as well. Then
playing on back-to-back nights
was required. All of which is, for
all intents and purposes, a prelude to the district championship
and FHSAA postseason tournaments.
Scores of the victories were
See MUSTANGS Page 8C
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UCF deserves accolades, but not national championship

It certainly wasn’t a
surprise that Alabama beat
Georgia for the college
football national championship, but after the first
half, I thought the Bulldogs would beat Bama,
but the Crimson Tide did
what it had to do to win the
game and the national title.
Yes, UCF fans, the national championship belongs to the Red Elephant
team from Tuscaloosa. As
much as my Big Orange
heart hates to say it, that’s
reality.
As a UCF alumnus,
I was absolutely thrilled
that the Knights (not Golden anymore) went 13-0
and handled all comers.
But that doesn’t mean that
UCF should be declared
the national champs.
While the Knights
did all they could by beating all their opponents,
they didn’t have to face the
gauntlet of an SEC schedule where even the bad
teams can beat you on any
given Saturday.
I have no doubt that
if UCF had played a typical SEC East schedule this
season, they would have
likely finished with a 9-3
or 10-2 record. I cannot
imagine under any circumstances that the Knights

would have completed the
season undefeated.
To the Knights’ defense, however, they
haven’t been given the
opportunity to compete
week-in and week-out with
the Power 5 teams because
they haven’t been allowed
a chance at being in a Power 5 conference.
At this point, I don’t
think there is any doubt
that UCF could compete just fine in any of the
Power 5 conferences, but
they haven’t been given a
chance.
It’s a Catch-22 situation where they have no
realistic shot at a playoff
berth because they aren’t
in a Power 5 conference,
and they can’t get in a
Power 5 conference because that’s a very exclusive club that rarely gives
admittance to outsiders.
From a marketing
standpoint, UCF has much
to offer, especially to the
Orlando/Central Flori-

Police Beat

If a law enforcement
agency charges you with
a crime and this paper reports that information,
please notify us within 90
days if the charge is later
dropped or if you are found
not guilty by the court. After verifying the information, we will be happy to
publish it. Please send notification to The Apopka
Chief, P.O. Box 880, Apopka, 32704-0880
The Apopka Police De-

partment received 1,322 calls
for assistance, responded to
28 crashes, issued 28 traffic
citations and made 17 arrests.
Of these arrests, one was a
juvenile arrest. The juvenile
was arrested and charged
with burglary of conveyance
(no parts) unarmed without
person inside.
The following were arrested and charged:
Carlos Aguiar, 53, confidential address, Apopka,
battery-commit
domestic

da TV market. To me, it
would make sense to have
the Big 12 or the ACC
take the Knights along
with South Florida, which
would cover the Tampa/St.
Petersburg market. That’s
a lot of televisions and
households just waiting for
a smart Power 5 conference to snatch up.
…
NFL playoffs
After the first day of
the playoffs and my missing on the first two picks,
I was afraid I’d have a repeat of last year when I
went 0-4 in my picks for
the first playoff weekend.
Fortunately, I called
both Sunday games correctly and missed getting
the exact score of the New
Orleans-Carolina game by
one point. I had New Orleans winning 31-27 and
the Saints won 31-26.
That’ll be my crowning
achievement of these NFL
playoffs, I’m sure.
NFC Divisional
game, Saturday, January 13, 4:35 p.m., NBC,
Atlanta Falcons (11-6) at
Philadelphia Eagles (133): This game and Saturday’s other playoff contest in New England will
be played in nearly warm

weather as the temperatures both days are supposed to get up to the 50s
in both places. The next
day, the temperatures are
supposed to be 20 degrees
or less for playoff games
in Pittsburgh and Minneapolis. I guess the biggest question of the day is
whether the Eagles can win
with Nick Foles at quarterback, especially after being
shut out in the final games
of the regular season. If
Carson Wentz was still
healthy, I would definitely
go with Philly, but the Falcons seem to be on a mission and they played very
well in beating the Rams
last week. If the weather
were worse, I’d go with the
host Eagles, but I think the
Falcons will have enough
on both sides of the ball to
fly past the Eagles. Atlanta 20-Philadelphia 17.
AFC Divisional
game, Saturday, January 13, 8:15 p.m., CBS,
Tennessee Titans (107) at New England Patriots (13-3): I was impressed that the Titans
went to Kansas City and
beat the Chiefs last week.
That was the last thing I
thought would happen. I
still don’t expect the Titans to win, but I guess

that they are pretty much
the only ones giving themselves a chance. New England’s been drawn into a
little drama this past week,
but even if there are some
ill feelings between the top
dogs there, I don’t think it
will affect the team’s play.
They all know how well
they’ve got it going there
and they won’t do anything
to cause an issue there.
New England wins this
one going away, even if
it’s still a game at halftime.
New England 27-Titans
16.
AFC Divisional
game, Sunday, January
14, 1:05 p.m., CBS, Jacksonville Jaguars (11-6) at
Pittsburgh Steelers (133): During a regular-season
meeting, Jacksonville absolutely whipped the Steelers 30-9 in a game played
in the Steel City. I don’t
see anything like that happening, especially not with
the high on Sunday supposed to be 20 degrees. It
will likely be a low-scoring
contest and while the Jags
have played well this season, I just have a hard time
believing they can go into
Pittsburgh in the middle of
January and win a playoff
game. The Steelers have
the experience and I think

that will make the difference. Pittsburgh 20-Jacksonville 14.
NFC Divisional
game, Sunday, January 14, 4:40 p.m., FOX,
New Orleans Saints (125) at Minnesota Vikings
(13-3): With the weather
forecasters calling for a
high of 7 and snow, I find
it hard to believe that the
Saints, who play in the
South and in a dome, will
be able to win in Minneapolis. I think field conditions could have a factor
in this game and the Saints
duo of Alvin Kamara and
Mark Ingram could have a
hard time getting going if
the snow piles up and the
field is in rough shape. Of
course, they didn’t run well
on Carolina last week, but
were able to pull the victory off. I’m not a big fan of
this Minnesota team and if
the game were to be played
in New Orleans, I think the
Saints would win. The only
chance I give the Vikings
is because it’s in Minneapolis. Somehow, someway,
I think the Saints get the
job done. I would certainly
love to see Apopka’s Trey
Hendrickson, a backup defensive end, continue his
playoff run. New Orleans
24-Minnesota 21.

battery by strangulation.
Annett Ortega Ayala, 42, 768 Lake Doe Blvd.,
Apopka, trespassing structure or conveyance.
Geneva Janiqua Dixon,
24, transient, Orlando, larceny-retail theft/shoplifting petit theft 1st offense 2nd degree 1st offense.
Anton Edward Douglas, 31, 618 Raleigh St., Apt.
B, Orlando, out-of-county
warrant.
Evan Wesley Foster, 25,
9744 Cub CV, Apopka, traffic offense-DUI alcohol or
drugs (refusal).
Claudia Caroline Frano-

Florentino, 4805 PlymouthSorrento Rd., Apopka, outof-county warrant.
Parker James Frederick, 24, 2480 SW 42nd Ave.,
Apt. 1, Fort Lauderdale, trespassing-fail to leave property
upon order by owner.
Bryan Mark Gilman,
22, 497 Wekiva Preserve
Dr., Apopka, battery-touch
or strike.
Troy A. Griffin, 27, 196
Trailer Haven Ln., Apopka, burglary of conveyance
(no parts) unarmed without person inside, damage
property-criminal mischief
over $200 but under $1,000,

drugs-possess new legend
drugs without prescription,
larceny-grand theft more
than $10,000 but less than
$20,000.
Timothy Danyell Hinds,
36, confidential address,
Apopka, battery-commit domestic battery by strangulation, battery-touch or strike.
Eddie Lee Horne, 45,
confidential address, Apopka, battery-touch or strike
(domestic violence no bond).
Karliana Rose Howard,
20, 1529 Sunset View Cir.,
Apopka, out-of-county warrant.
Kimberly Anne Jack-

man, 48, 4296 Sea Rock Ct.,
Apopka, traffic offense-DUI
alcohol or drugs, resist officer-obstruct without violence.
Ralph Jean, 31, confidential address, Apopka, battery-touch or strike.
Scott David Suttie, 27,
24625 Lester Way, Eustis,
larceny-retail theft/shoplifting $300 or more but less
than $5,000.
James Louie Townson,
20, confidential address,
Apopka, aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon without intent to kill, batterytouch or strike.

Subscribe, Renew
or Pay Online!
www.TheApopka
Chief.com

Create a Keepsake!

Preserve precious memories for generations to come with clippings of
our coverage of school events, sports and news about your child’s school!

Visit
www.TheApopka
Chief.com to
Subscribe, Renew or
Pay Online!
It’s Easy • It’s Convenient

Don’t miss another
issue. Subscribe
Today!

The Apopka Chief

Home Delivery
for Only $25* a Year!

New or Renewal(Orange County) $30 Out of County

*

Name_________________________________________________
Address_______________________________City_____________
State___________Zip________Phone Number________________
Amt. Enclosed $_____________
CARDS

Clip this coupon and bring it in or mail it to: The Apopka Chief

400 N. Park Avenue • P.O. Box 880, Apopka, FL 32704-0880

407-886-2777 • Fax 407-889-4121

www.TheApopkaChief.com • E-mail: News@TheApopkaChief.com

The Apopka Chief, January 12, 2018, Page 4C

Mustangs fall to Dr. Phillips 75-69 in Metro contest

Wekiva Mustangs boys basketball Gersino Lubin (kneeling in front of players) and players and coaches on the bench look out at the action on the court on Tuesday,
January 9, at the Wekiva High gym.

Point guard Tyrone Perry dribbles the ball Tuesday, January 9, during the Mus- Wekiva’s Jeremy Johnson drives past a Dr. Phillips defender in the game played at
tangs’ contest against Dr. Phillips.
Wekiva High.

Tyrone Perry lifts the ball toward the bucket in the
game against the Panthers.
Issac Laster drives for a Wekiva bucket in the contest Michael James looks up as he shoots the ball during
against the Dr. Phillips Panthers.
the Metro Conference contest.

Photos by Alex Olivera
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Blue Darters nip West Orange on buzzer-beating trey

Apopka basketball players and fans celebrate
Travis Henderson’s threepointer as time expired to
give the Blue Darters a
65-64 victory over rival
West Orange on the Warriors’ home court. Somewhere at the bottom of
the dogpile is Henderson, who hit the winning
shot.

Staff photos
by John Peery

Freshman John Latimer puts up a shot as the Blue Rodney Lubin rebounds his own missed shot, follow- Jai Clark keeps the ball away from a West Orange deing up on the boards.
fender.
Darters downed the Warriors.

Maliek Jackson keeps his eyes up the court as he dribbles the ball toward the Blue Darters’ bucket.

Nate Louis was fouled on this play with 10 seconds to
go and tied the game at 62-62 with two free throws.
Senior Rodney Lubin looks at the basket as he moves
down the court.

John Latimer plays defense and looks at a West Or- Apopka coach Scott Williams gestures as he speaks to Travis Henderson looks up as a West Orange defender
ange player who is dribbling the ball.
a player on the court.
leaps into the air.
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Mustangs can’t hold 10-point lead in first outing of 2018
By Neal Fisher
Apopka Chief Staff

The new calendar
year began with the Wekiva Mustangs’ Achilles heel
remaining the lack of time
playing together. In particular, the difference during
the 72-65 loss to the Boca
Raton Bobcats was still
learning the who, what, and
when of playing together.
Played on Saturday,
January 6, Wekiva gave up
a 10-point lead during the
contest that was a part of
the Charger Classic hosted
by Riviera Beach Suncoast.
“Throughout this season, all the players being
on the same page hasn’t existed with any consistency,” Mustangs coach Gersino Lubin said. “There have
been stretches of everyone s play fitting together, then producing leads
and creating an opportunity to win. Solid prog-

ress has been made and
we are much further ahead
of where we started. However, we have been unable
to maintain the consistency
and this contest was no different. Holding (Boca Raton’s) Cade Long to under
20 points was the tangible
goal, which was successful.
“The mistakes committed were much more
decisive though, even being subtle and intangible
as well as reduced. For example, about a half-dozen
possessions we forced the
Bobcats to give up possession of the ball. Yet, we
were never able to control the ball and Boca Raton regained possession
a second or two later. The
players were not aware of
the location of the others.
So, spacing was off. There
were several Mustangs in
the vicinity of where the
ball was and created the
pressure that causes turn-

overs. However, nobody
was in the vicinity of where
the ball went to after possession was lost. Failing to
turn what we do well into
points added up, specifically about a dozen (points)
were left on the table and
the door to cut into the lead
never closed.”
Boca Raton produced
a 13-4 run midway through
until the end of the third
uarter. With five minutes
left in the quarter, the Mustangs held a 48-38 lead. The
lead was cut to 52-51 after
the end of the third quarter.
Even though the lead was
still in favor of Wekiva, the
run created the momentum
and exertion of strengths
that would push Boca Raton to the victory. Two
field goals from behind the
three-point arc with the defender providing no room
to shoot were converted by
the Bobcats. The only way
to release the field goal was

over the defender.
All of the points scored
during the run came during
transition opportunities and
over the course of only two
minutes. Wekiva forced the
ball out of Boca Raton’s
possession. However and
as Lubin spoke about, for
only that brief amount of
time. All were inside the
quarter end of the court
where the basket the Mustangs were defending is located and allowed the Bobcats to convert four of five
field goal attempts. In the
meantime, five field goals
attempted were taken without converting by Wekiva,
allowing for the other transition opportunities as long
rebounds were the result.
Then, after reversing
the ball to the weak side,
the Bobcats scored on a
12-foot field goal from the
left wing to take the lead
for good. There were about
four minutes left with the

score at 62-61 when the
field goal was made.
Another field goal
from behind the threepoint arc that bounced off
the front of the rim was attempted by Wekiva. The rebound came out to the key
and the Bobcats began a
fast break, ending with the
lead being increased to two
possessions by means of a
layup. Every time Wekiva
scored points the rest of the
way, Boca Raton answered
on the following possession.
The Mustangs surged
into the lead by shooting 52
percent during the first half
of the contest. About 70
percent of the 21 field goals
attempted during the first
half were taken from within 10 feet of the basket. The
lead was gained on the first
possession when Jeremy
Johnson converted a dribble-drive, layup. The Mustangs steadily increased the
lead until midway through

the third quarter.
“That process of adjusting to the other players’
games or even when inserting a player into the lineup during the contest isn’t
smooth or efficient right
now and the reason for mistakes,” Lubin said. “Another component of this team
being made up of multiple
first-season players is being
ready to change roles. Last
season, all the players were
veterans and had played together for several seasons.
So the “next man up” mentality and capability was
present.
“Nonetheless, the experience was good for us.
A lot of bonding took place
and, again, we are moving
in the right direction with
being on the same page
consistently.”
Scores were 15-10 and
30-24 in favor of Wekiva
after the first two uarters,
respectively.

Cold weather in early January has Athletic directors
given water in lakes, river a chill give thumbs up to

Hello Folks,

Well, we are off to another year of fishin in lorida. I hope you have a great
year and you get a chance
to do as much fishin as you
want to here in the Central
Florida area.
The cold weather we
have had these past few
days has dropped the water temperature down in
the 50s. The colder water
should help the speck fishin’ in all the lakes and the
major chains. If the weather permits, try fishin for
specks in the Harris Chain,
the Kissimmee Chain, and
the Butler Chain. You will
have to drift open water
with jigs tipped with a minner. You need to cover a lot
of water until you can locate the specks. Once you
find em, keep driftin back

and forth over that same
area until they quit bitin’.
The bass fishin has
been on and off dependin’
on the weather. A buddy of
mine fished a tournament
over the weekend on the
arris Chain. The fishin
was tough and it took only
two bass that weighed a total of 10 lbs. to win. Our
own John Ricketson and his
partner Chip fished a tournament on Saturday called
Anglers Team Trail on the
Butler Chain. You were allowed to weigh in up to

five bass per team. Chris
Casteel and Bryan Slover
had a winnin’ stringer of
21.84 lbs. They also caught
big bass that weighed 6.68
lbs. There were 34 boats in
the tournament. So it was
a good day on the water to
catch some bass on the Butler Chain.
This comin’ weekend, the temperatures are
goin’ back down to the 30s
and 40s, so if you think you
want to go bass fishin over
the weekend, cover a lot
of water and try to find the
balls of baitfish in open water.
Once you locate the
baitfish, the bass shouldn t
be too far away. The best
way to catch ‘em is to try
fishin a jiggin spoon near
the drop-offs and in the
deep holes. Also, keep
an eye out for the divin’

birds while you are fishin .
The birds will be divin’ on
the baitfish as the bass bust
up the balls of baitfish.
I want to conclude
my column this week, and
ask everyone to keep an
Apopka fisherman by the
name of Nik Kayler and
his family in your thoughts
and prayers. As you have
probably heard, Nik was
thrown overboard in Lake
Okeechobee on January 4 durin a W fishin
event. His body was found
Wednesday, January 10.
ik was a veteran fisherman and fished many tournaments over the years.
Please keep his family in
your prayers.
See you next week.
Tip of the week: check
the weather.
Save a few and good
luck!

Apopka High School boys soccer team will
host youth soccer clinic after game on Jan. 23
The Apopka Blue Darters boys
soccer team will hold a free youth
soccer clinic on Tuesday, January 23,
following the 6 p.m. soccer match between the Blue Darters and the Jones
Tigers.
The senior night high school
game begins at 6 p.m. The soccer

clinic will be held after the contest for
children ages 6-12.
With each $5 ticket for parents,
a child will get in free to the soccer
game between the Blue Darters and
Tigers and the one-hour free soccer
clinic for the kids.
Conducting the clinic will be

Apopka High coaches John Cassidy, Carlos Osorio, and Andrew Roberts. Parents will be required to sign
a waiver to participate in the soccer
clinic. Children participating in the
clinic should bring their soccer cleats,
shin guards, water bottles, and a soccer ball.

several changes

The Florida High School Athletic Association’s Athletic Director Advisory Committee (ADAC)
conducted its second meeting of the 2017-18 school
year Wednesday, January 10, in Gainesville.
The ADAC unanimously endorsed the Football Advisory Committee’s recommendation to add two more
teams from each region to the state series for Classes
1A-4A. The FHSAA Board of Directors will vote to implement this change at its January 29 meeting. Should
it be approved, the rule will be implemented beginning
this fall with the 2018 season. The committee also voted to more clearly define the
SAA s procedures for
postponed and interrupted football games. These procedures will be modified before August in order to be enforced for the 2018 season. Additionally, the ADAC endorsed the recommendation to increase points for a loss
in football. Starting this fall, 35 points will be awarded
for losing to a Category 1 team (previously 30). The
five-point increase also applies for losses to Category 2
(30), 3 (25) and 4 (20) teams.
Regarding officiating, the ADAC approved
a 40-second football play clock pending approval by
the National Federation of State High School Associations at the NFHS Football Rules Committee meeting
next week in Indianapolis, Indiana. In swimming and
diving, the committee agreed to allow the FHSAA to
create guidelines regarding pay structure for schools to
follow. Lastly, the ADAC voted to have a minimum of
four officials at the state swimming and diving meet.
In cross country, the ADAC approved two action
items that will next go before the Cross Country Advisory Committee this December. The first approval was
to allow the use of watches with GPS capabilities during all cross country meets. The final item to be supported was awarding the top-15 placing runners at the
state meet.
The ADAC accepted the Track & Field Advisory
Committee’s recommendation to add javelin to the state
series in 2020. The rule change will reappear in front of
the Track & Field Advisory Committee this May.
Finally, the ADAC voted to extend golf’s regular
season from 14 contests to 16 contests. The FHSAA
Board of Directors will vote on this as an action item in
the near future.

Event: Apopka High girls team will participate in this year’s event
Continued from page 1C
January 13, at 6:15 p.m.
and then will face Polk
County’s Auburndale on
Monday, January 15, at 7
p.m.
“From a program
standpoint, I didn’t do ourselves any favors,” Williams said. “I don’t go into
that event looking to schedule victories. I go into that
event looking to schedule
ourselves to have to play
well and having to play extremely hard to be successful at all.
“I think a lot of people
think, and maybe rightfully so, that Leesburg might
be the best team in Central Florida this year. If not,
they’re certainly in the conversation with Oak Ridge

and Osceola and OCP, and
those that are the cream of
the crop. It s specifically
why we’re playing them.
We’re going to have to play
people like that in February. That includes our district.
“Nobody’s
missing
football players. Nobody
has players who aren’t in
shape yet. It’s just an awesome thing.”
or the first time, the
Apopka High girls basketball team will take part in
the Metro vs. Florida Challenge when they host the
Lake Minneola Hawks today, Friday, January 12, at
7 p.m.
Wekiva,
Apopka’s
hometown rival, will play
once in the event, taking
on the Hagerty Huskies in

a 5:30 p.m. contest today,
Friday, January 12, just
prior to the Apopka girls
game.
“The biggest thing
that I’m so excited about
is that even though we had
to totally shift the concept
and move it back to MLK
weekend because the FHSAA changed the season
that almost unanimously
everybody, all the Metro
folks, were, ‘Coach, what
are we going to do?’ This
event is not successful if
my Metro coaching brethren aren’t supportive of
the concept because some
of those dudes have to
play late games and some
of them have to play early
games,” Williams said.
“We try to do what we
can to make it a really good

event. I’m so honored that
the administration and the
athletic staff at Apopka, as
it was at Wekiva, are being
so supportive to allow us
to run this. We take a lot of
pride in it because it: A-Promotes our specific brand,
and, B-Supports basketball in our area. Those two
things matter. They matter
for different reasons. Our
brand because we’re trying to build something very
special. Basketball in our
area, which is as good as
any area in the state of Florida, I’m honored to be a part
of anything that promotes
the players, the programs,
the coaches who work so
very hard in Central Florida
to do a great job.”
The complete schedule of the Metro vs. Florida

Challenge:
Thursday, January 11:
6 p.m.-University vs. The
First Academy; 7:30 p.m.West Orange vs. Master’s
Academy.
Friday, January 12:
5:30 p.m.-Wekiva vs.
Hagerty; 7 p.m.-Apopka
girls vs. Lake Minneola
girls; 8:30 p.m.-Edgewater
vs. Daytona Beach Mainland.
Saturday, January 13:
10:30 a.m.-Colonial vs.
Poinciana; 11:45 a.m.-Dr.
Phillips vs. Winter Haven;
1:15 p.m.-Cypress Creek
vs. Bartow; 3 p.m.-Evans vs. Cape Coral Mariner; 4:30 p.m.-Winter Park
vs. East Ridge; 6:15 p.m.Apopka vs. Leesburg;
7:45 p.m.-Boone vs. Windermere Prep.

Monday, January 15
(school holiday): 9:45
a.m.-Ocoee vs. Central
Florida Christian Academy; 11 a.m.-Freedom
vs. Lake Minneola; 12:30
p.m.-East River vs. Orangewood Christian; 2:15
p.m.-Timber Creek vs.
Winter Springs; 3:45 p.m.Lake Nona vs. Mount Dora
Christian Academy; 5:30
p.m.-Olympia vs. Lake
Highland Prep; 7 p.m.Apopka vs. Auburndale;
8:30 p.m.-Windermere vs.
Lake Brantley.
Tickets are $5 for today, Friday, January 12,
$10 each for Saturday, January 13, and for Monday,
January 15. A tournament
pass is $15.
For more information,
visit http metrovsfl.com .

STAY CURRENT WITH APOPKA’S NEWS
Subscribe today at: www.TheApopkaChief.com
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Pair: Henderson’s shot negated Darters losing lead late in the game
Continued from page 1C
bounds pass from under the West
Orange bucket was deflected by a
West Orange player at about halfcourt. An alert Henderson quickly grabbed the ball and heaved
it toward the bucket from about
30 feet. When the ball swished
through the net, the Apopka
bench exploded with happiness
as did the many Apopka fans who
had made the trip to Winter Garden.
enderson uickly found
himself at the bottom of a Darter
dogpile as players and fans celebrated the improbable victory.
The trey gave enderson
eight points for the game. He’s
not known as one of the top scorers for the Blue Darters, but he
has a nose for the ball through
heart and hustle, and found himself in the right place at the right
time to make the play for Apopka.
enderson finding a loose ball is
nothing new, Apopka coach Scott
Williams said.
“He’s the best pound-forpound, inch-for-inch offensive rebounder I ve ever been around,
Williams said. “That’s all about
heart and character and toughness. He’s a remarkable kid and
it’s neat that moments like that
can happen for wonderful kids.
Travis is really, really a
good shooter. e s very good at
practice and puts in work and obviously, that s one that s beyond
the scope of the normal shot, but
he s a guy who can make shots.
As glad as he was for the victory, Williams lamented the fact
that the Blue Darters had let a 6054 lead with less than two minutes remaining in the game evaporate.
I ve been this way for 25
years. I value process so much,
Williams said.
I m happy we won, but I m
so immensely frustrated we didn t
finish that game. I have to keep
perspective for them. They need
to be happy. asketball should be
a joyful thing, so I am. Obviously, we have to keep working on
that.
The Blue Darters went up
60-54 when Nate Louis hit a pair
of free throws with 2 minutes, 12
seconds left in the fourth period.
ouis led Apopka with 18 points.
The Warriors’ full-court
press gave the lue Darters fits,
scoring seven unanswered points
to take a 61-60 lead with 53 seconds remaining.
Another free throw with 16
seconds left gave the Warriors a
62-60 lead, but ouis was clutch
again at the free throw line, tying
the game at 62-62 with 10 seconds left.
West
Orange’s
Simon
brought the ball up the court and
found a crease in the Apopka defense and banked in a bucket off
the glass to give the host Warriors a 64-62 lead. After a uick
discussion, the game officials put
two seconds on the clock, which
wasn’t a lot of time, but just
enough for Henderson to work
his magic.
Trailing West Orange 31-23
after an inconsistent first half, the
Blue Darters soon found themselves down 38-25 just 93 seconds into the third period, but that
seemed to wake up the Blue Darters, especially sharpshooter Jai
Clark, who nailed a trio of threepointers over a span of just under
two minutes.
That combined with a traditional three-point play by ouis
brought the Blue Darters to within a point at 38-37.
Obviously, Jai is making shots, but, more importantly,
Jai stayed true to working to try
to get good shots, and he didn’t
force and settled in. e s obviously a difference-maker, Williams said.
Clark ended the night with
17 points.
When freshman John atimer hit a three-pointer with five
seconds left in the third period, it
tied the game at 43-43.
The teams battled back and
forth throughout the fourth period
until five straight points by ouis gave the Darters a 56-50 lead
with 4:55 remaining in the quarter.
Then, his two free throws

Nate Louis eyes the basket as he prepares for a free throw during
the Blue Darters’ 65-64 victory over West Orange.

Zach Anderson dribbles the ball down the court in the second
half of the game against the Warriors.

a couple of minutes later set the
stage for Henderson’s heroics.
The up-and-down nature of
the game gave Williams a chance
to teach a lesson to his team in his
post-game talk.
“In the locker room, I told the
guys that we have to figure out, at
the end of the day, what our identity is going to be, Williams said.
“Are we going to be the team
that scuffles around and plays a
poor first half because we weren t
attentive to details, or are we the
team that gets down 13, or are
we the team that outscores a really good team by 19 points on the
road, or are we the team the last 1
minute, 30 (seconds) that doesn’t
show a lot of maturity and a lot
of poise and, by all accounts, really should have lost the basketball game?
“That continues to be our ongoing battle.
Latimer, the freshman point
guard, had 13 points on 4-of-4
shooting in his second start of the
season. He also had three steals.
“There are going to be nights
where he s going to struggle,
Williams said. The stat line says
he was sensational. There are a
few little things as a point guard
that you have to be attentive to,
and those things reared their
heads the last minute or two of
the game. But, as a freshman, he
has his teammates’ trust and respect. Obviously, he played with
a great deal of poise and we needed that.
Other Apopka scorers were:
ubin 5 points , and eeving
Etienne and ach Anderson 2
each).
The victory was Apopka s
first this season when shooting below 40 percent. owever,
Apopka nudged that mark, hitting 21-of-54 for 39 percent. Perhaps more importantly, the Darters were 7-of-16 from beyond
the three-point arc and hit 16 free
throws.
Anderson led all rebounders with 10 boards. As a team, the
lue Darters had 41 rebounds, including 19 off the offensive glass.

by OCP was off the mark.
Williams said ubin s play
must continue to be solid for the
lue Darters to have success.
“I just continue to tell him
about being assertive, the coach
said. “It’s critical for his success
and critical for ours. He has continued to put in work.
The real uestion for Rodney is if he starts the game 0-for5, can he maintain his aggressiveness. He started out shooting well
vs. OCP so he stayed aggressive. That final stumbling block
for him has been on nights where
maybe he didn t start so well.
One of the surprises in the
game was Williams starting
freshman Latimer at point guard,
a natural position for him. Others such as aliek Jackson, Jacob
Hall, and Lubin had shared duties
there through the first 11 games of
the season.
In John s case, we played
without a natural point guard on
our roster and we ve done some
really good things, but I think that
we put a great deal of pressure on
aliek and Rodney and Jacob to
do something that is not necessarily their natural gift, Williams
said. If only for a minute here
or a minute there, it allows those
guys to play. In the case of Saturday night, John s play was good
enough that we were able to keep
him out there for longer stretches, including having him out there
down the stretch. I thought he did
a wonderful job.
Putting the youngster in the
starting lineup hasn t caused any
issues with the older players, Williams said.
“A credit to all our older
kids is they have openly, willingly helped his transition, encouraged his support, and cheered for
his success, Williams said. That
takes a lot of character and I’m
very, very proud of our club for
making this transition, so far, go
really well. Time will tell if it was
the right decision on our part, but
we just felt that we needed to do
something to take some pressure
off our kids a little bit.
The victory over OCP was
also the first game in a couple of
weeks for Anderson, who had a
slight Achilles heel issue.
ach gives us some additional length that s really helpful. ou can t teach si e. Even
though we re never going to play
big with a bunch of 6-foot-8 guys.
That s not who we have roaming
around on our campus, Williams
said.
ach does provide some additional length and height at both
ends of the floor. It lets some of
our other guys who play multiple positions assimilate more easily into a more traditional role for
themselves, starting with athan
and working their way down.
“I tried to be careful with
ach s minutes early so he could
hopefully continue to be effective
late. I did think that was the case
and that he got better as the game
went along, which doesn’t sur-

Apopka 63, OCP 60
Lubin had his best game of
the season, at least in terms of offensive production, leading the
lue Darters to a 63-60 victory over highly regarded Orlando
Christian Prep Saturday, January
6, in the Showdown in O-Town.
The senior hit the first shot of
the game and the last, both threepointers. In-between, he pumped
in five more treys and a pair of
two-point field goals to lead the
lue Darters in scoring with 25
points.
Obviously, Rodney had an
exceptional game and he was supported by virtually everybody on
our roster who did a really, really good job, Apopka coach Scott
Williams said.
While Lubin was the top
scorer for the Blue Darters, it was
also the best outing for the team
this season, Williams said.

I thought it was, obviously, our most complete effort, but
it also wasn t beyond the measure
of who and what we can be, which
was encouraging, the coach said.
I thought maybe the best thing
we did was not allow ourselves
to become either discouraged or
complacent when things either
went sideways a couple of times
or were going well. They just kept
playing the game.
Apopka shot 48 percent for
the game. Not a great number, but
one of the better outings for this
team.
“We’re now 6-0 if we shoot
(at least) 40 percent. That’s both
an indictment of the fact that we
haven t shot the ball very well but
also the reality that we do a lot of
other things really well and if we
can just be competent and confident offensively, then we have a
chance to play with people, and
that was the case, Williams said.
They re really, really good,
and to be able to go into their
place and to be able to play 32
good minutes of basketball hopefully will be something that will
transfer for us this week and moving on, Williams said about beating OCP.
The game was the nightcap
of a four-contest, one-day event
held at Orlando Christian Prep,
last year s Class 3A state champion.
The Blue Darters jumped
out to an 8-0 lead to open the
game before OCP closed it to 109. owever, threes from ubin
and Rudy Gatling stretched the
lead to 16-9 before an OCP trey
trimmed Apopka s lead to 16-12
after the first uarter.
Apopka outscored OCP 7-2
to open the second period, but the
Warriors would never go away,
showing the resiliency of a team
that is among the best in talentrich Central lorida. Every time
Apopka began to stretch the lead
to two or three possessions, OCP
would get a couple of buckets to
stem the tide.
The lue Darters led 2925 at halftime, but the Warriors
chipped away and finally got their
first lead of the game at 43-41 on
a dunk by assir ittle late in the
third period.
Apopka grabbed the lead
back with six-straight points in
the fourth period to lead 49-45
and a ach Anderson layup after
a steal by ubin got coach Williams as animated as he gets on
the sideline.
OCP had a 52-51 lead midway through the fourth uarter when Anderson tallied five
straight points to give the lue
Darters a 56-52 lead.
Apopka led 60-57 until
OCP s three-pointer with 14 seconds left tied the contest. After a
John atimer s layup attempt was
blocked out of bounds, the ball
was inbounded to Lubin, who
caught the pass and immediately
shot, hitting the three-pointer to
give the Darters a 63-60 lead. A
final desperation half-court shot

prise me for a guy who s been out
of action for a while.
Lubin led the Blue Darters in
one of Apopka’s better shooting
games of the season. The Darters hit 25-of-52 shot from the
field, including 9-of-19 from beyond the three-point arc. ubin
was 9-of-15 from the field, hitting
7-of-9 treys.
Anderson led the Darters
with five rebounds, three off the
offensive glass. As a team, Apopka had 26 total rebounds, 14 offensive.
Jai Clark had three of Apopka’s nine assists.
Other Apopka scorers were:
ate ouis 15 points , Anderson
9 , Clark 7 , attimer 4 , and
Gatling (3).
Williams pointed out that
while it was an important victory for the lue Darters, it was just
one game.
“Are we going to be a one-hit
wonder or are we going to have
some lasting power Anybody
can roll it out there one time and
have a really special night. That s
what athletics are all about, Williams said.
“I think that the true nature
of our club was apparent on Saturday. ut at the end of the day,
we re going to have to go prove
that. Win or lose this week, but
we continue to lay difficult opponent after difficult opponent at
our feet so that we can continue to
learn how to compete for 32 minutes, believing that, if we do that,
when we get to ebruary and
the playoffs , we re going to be
ready. opefully, we ll continue
that this week and, if so, then that
game becomes even more important for us.
Obviously for our program,
that s a really big milestone win
and one that our kids should be
really proud of.
What’s ahead
A big week looms ahead for
the Blue Darters as Apopka will
not only play two games against
tough opponents in the etro vs.
Florida Challenge that the Darters
will host, but will host the Evans
Trojans in a District 9A-3 showdown.
A separate story about the
etro vs. lorida Challenge is
elsewhere in this section, but the
Blue Darters will face powerful eesburg on Saturday, January 13, at 6 15 p.m., and then will
play Auburndale on onday, January 15, at 7 p.m.
All games in the etro event
will be played at Apopka igh
School.
The Blue Darters will be
back at District 9A-3 competition on Wednesday, January 17,
when they host the Evans Trojans. Then, Dr. Phillips will visit Apopka on riday, January 19,
in a Metro Conference contest.
oth varsity games are scheduled
to start at 7 30 p.m. following junior varsity contests that begin at
6 p.m.
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More pictures from Wekiva’s contest against Dr. Phillips

Jeremy Johnson flies through the air as he moves to- Issac Laster lifts the ball up to the bucket for a layup
ward the basket.
for the Mustangs.

The ball rolls off the fingertips of Samuel Bostick as
he shoots a free throw.

Photos by Alex Olivera

Wekiva: Dr. Phillips shot nearly 50 percent from the field in the win
rare. Instead, outside field goal attempts were being settled for. An
opportunity to gain the advantage
in one of the ways to score points
wasn’t pursued because the willingness to take a few seconds to

Continued from page 1C
the free throw line only 15 seconds into the second quarter and
still attempted more free throws.
An attempt to draw contact was

observe and think was absent.
Totals at the free throw line
were 24-of-36 for Dr. Phillips in
comparison to 22-of-29 for the
ustangs.
ield goals also reflected the

final score, slightly in Dr. Phillips favor.
The percentage for the Panthers was 48.9 as 24-of-49 attempts were converted. Converting 21-of-51 attempts left Weki-

va with a percentage of 41.2. Rebounds were 35-29 in favor of the
Panthers as well.
Scores were 17-17, 36-34,
and 55-48 at the end of each quarter.

Mustangs: Wekiva won three games en route to tourney championship
Perodin did the honors.
On two occasions, a one-possession lead e isted after points
were scored by the Ravens. owever, the lead was re-e tended to
two possessions as Erica Simmonds and Sedayijah Payne converted lay-ups on the subse uent
possessions.
Then two free throws by
Emmy James left Alonso with the
last possession while trailing by
three points.
Perodin’s efforts made sure
the last shot never took place,
though, by means of a block as
the clock e pired.
Scores were 12-7 and 24-18
in favor of the ustangs at the
end of the other two quarters.
Jacquelyn LeVay scored 28
points for Alonso. owever, only
four other players scored for the

Continued from page 1C
77-41 over the artow ellow
Jackets, 64-58 over the Tampa
rooks-De artolo Phoeni , and
62-59 over the Tampa Alonso Ravens. ive uarters were needed
to defeat the Ravens in the final.
Clearly, the final was the
most dramatic and hardest victory to earn because the two best
teams met.
At the end of the third quarter, the score was 46-36 in favor
of Wekiva. owever, 13 of the
last 17 points were scored by the
Ravens to send the contest into
overtime.
With the score at 52-52 in
overtime, Wekiva sank two 12foot jump shots after reversing
the ball to take the lead for good.
rierra Williams and Rowan

Like us on
Facebook

Ravens. And eventually all 10
players scoring on the ustangs
roster offset the eye-catching performance. Payne’s 16 points was
the most for Wekiva.
Percentages for two-point
field goal attempts was the difference statistically. The ustangs
converted 19-of-40 attempts for
a percentage of 47.5. Alonso s totals were 13-of-36 for a percentage of 33. Giving up si more
points at the line was overcome
by the ustangs with that twopoint field goal attempt percentage.
Against artow, we controlled the boards and put pressure on the guards because of
the youth,
utts said. Against
the Phoeni , the play of our
guards and at the perimeter opening up the paint fostered the vic-

tory. Against Alonso, perseverance was at the top of the list. We
played well in some areas. owever, there was inconsistency in
some of the areas that are usually e ecuted with consistency.
In particular, ball movement and
the depth of the guard position allowed us to play from ahead until
finding that consistency across all
areas. The Ravens also reached
the bonus and had to deal with
foul trouble midway through the
second quarter.
Understanding how to handle all of the situations which e isted was present throughout the
tournament, both the general and
specific.
The old-school formula of
rebounds allowing for high percentage field goals to be attempted was very effective throughout

the course of the first two contests. Respectively, leads of 12
and 14 points were established
by the ustangs after about three
minutes.
Wekiva scored first and never relinquished the lead.
Rebounds
were
53-25
against the ellow Jackets. ield
goal percentage was 44.7-28.6.
Against rooks-De artolo, rebounds were only 39-38. owever, the percentages were 40-36.5.
Injuries have also been a big
part of this season for us, utts
said. Three starters have missed
time because of injuries. owever, the play in order to win the
championship again and post the
record is certainly better than e pected with the injuries. Now, we
have almost everyone back after
bettering the e pectations.
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All Transmission World has been doing
business in Apopka for over 20 years

407-880-3530

1012 E. Semoran Blvd. Apopka
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• Wheel Balance &
Alignments
• Tune Ups • Brakes
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• Fuel Injection
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• C.V. Joints
• Tires
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1st Performance Automotive

Repair

NOW OFFERING a Complete
Auto Repair
Full Service
AutoService
Repair

meet or beat
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Over 30 years experience. We will meet or beat
any written estimate on tires or services
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up to 5 quarts

Shop supply & disposal fees additional.
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IF YOU’RE ON A MISSION
TO FIX YOUR TRANSMISSION CALL...

ALL TRANSMISSION WORLD

ALL TRANSMISSION WORLD

15% OFF

89

$
Recharge
Includes 1lb.

IF YOU’RE ON A MISSION
TO FIX YOUR TRANSMISSION CALL...

99*

Any
Service

freon, evac, leak
test & recharge *Most cars

LUBE, OIL
AAA approved
& FILTER
brand new state of the
ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS with
art alignment equipment
$

(Leak repair extra)
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Exp. 5/31/17

Central Florida’s Largest
Transmission Company Since 1982

17.95

Next to New
1328 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka
Goodwill Store
Plus 1.50 Disposal Fee
Office: 407-880-6566 www.1stperformance.com
Includes Safety
Reg.# MV-02125
$

ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD.COM

Inspection

Celebrating 27 Years of Service!
Family owned & operated.
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CARDS

Call us today! 407-880-9300

CARDS

Subscribe, Renew or Pay Online At

Member of
Apopka
Area
1150-B East Semoran Blvd.
Chamber of
Apopka, FL 32703
Commerce

TheApopkaChief.com

OFF
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Call Now for Appointment Coupon Required Exp. 1/31/18

Central Florida’s Largest
Transmission Company Since 1982
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Are You Looking for an efficient
advertising vehicle for your
automotive business?

ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD.COM

Call the Advertising Professionals
Call us today! 407-880-9300 Member of
at The Apopka Chief
1150-B East Semoran Blvd. Apopka Area
Chamber of
for great advertising
Apopka,programs
FL 32703
Commerce
for your Automotive Business.

407-886-2777

fax: 407-889-4121
email: ads@theapopkachief.com
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Solutions to the Crossword Puzzle are found on
page 10 of this newspaper.

