
tional Geographic News 
headlined a story with, 
“Mars Melt Hints at So-
lar, Not Human Cause for 
Warming, Scientists Say.”
 And, a press release 
in February from the Keck 
Observatory in Hawaii 
was headed with, “Saturn’s 
Strange Hot Spot.”
 Another release head-
line from M.I.T. in 1998 
stated, “M.I.T. Research-
HU�ÀQGV�(YLGHQFH�RI�*ORE-
al Warming on Neptune’s 
Largest Moon.” This evi-
dence was gathered from a 
9R\DJHU�VSDFH�SUREH�Á\�E\�
in 1989. (This was six years 
before the Kyoto Krackpot 
Konference.)
 A report from Space.
com in October 2002 states, 
´*OREDO�:DUPLQJ�RQ�3OXWR�
3X]]OHV�6FLHQWLVWV�µ�7KH�DU-
ticle leads with: “Astrono-
PHUV�WRGD\�VDLG�3OXWR�LV�XQ-

dergoing global warming in 
its thin atmosphere even as 
it moves further away from 
the sun on its long odd-
shaped orbit.”
 Bethell saves the “big 
one” for the last planet on 
a headline from USA To-
day of May 2006 – “New 
Storm on Jupiter Hints at 
Climate Change.” The main 
thrust states, “The latest im-
ages could provide evidence 
that Jupiter is in the midst of 
global climate change that 
can modify temperature by 
as much as 10 degrees F. on 
different parts of globe.”
 In addition to orbiting 
the sun at various distances, 
these planets all share char-
acteristics that they don’t 
KDYH�ZLWK�RXU�SODQHW�(DUWK��
None of them has any hu-
man or animal presence or 
activity, especially green-
house gasses from industri-
al activity or billions of 18 

wheelers, jet aircraft, SUVs, 
furnaces, air conditioners, 
power plants, skyscrapers, 
HWF���HWF��DO�*RUH��FDOO�\RXU�
RIÀFH�
 The highest tempera-
ture ever recorded in May 
in Central Florida occurred 
on May 30 (100 degrees) 
and May 31 (102 degrees) in 
1945. June of that year be-
gan with 100 degrees that 
ÀUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�PRQWK�²�D�
historical record. 
 That’s three consecu-
tive record days 72 years 
ago when the population 
of Orange County was un-
der 100,000, led by Orlando 
ZLWK��������DQG�:LQWHU�3DUN�
with 7,200. The entire state 
had less than 2.5 million. 
 “The LORD is thy 
keeper. The LORD is thy 
shade upon thy right hand. 
The sun shall not smite thee 
by day, nor the moon by 
QLJKWµ��3VDOP�������DQG���

 Another group of 
schools just missed an “A” 
E\�D�IHZ�SRLQWV��3URMHF-
tions have Apopka and Clay 
Springs elementary schools 
reaching the goal this spring. 
3ULQFLSDOV�/XNHVKLD�0LOOHU�
DQG�3DWULFLD�:HLVEDFK�DUH�
leading their schools to suc-
FHVV��/DNHYLOOH�(OHPHQWDU\�
DQG�3UDLULH�/DNH�HDUQHG�´%µ�
grades which is considered 
high performing and admi-
rable. This was an improve-
ment for these two schools 
led by Cynthia Swanson and 
Dr. Robert Strenth. I was 
pleased with their gains and 
continuous improvement 
model.

 Dream Lake and Rock 
Springs, led by Carole-Ann 
Clenton-Martin and Nathan 
Hay, also have potential to 
move up from their cur-
rent “C” grades. It is impor-
tant for children to arrive at 
school having completed a 
high quality pre-kindergar-
ten, as students are expect-
ed to read and write by year 
end.
 Community groups that 
RIIHU�(QJOLVK�DV�D�VHFRQG�
language for parents is ex-
tremely helpful.
 Our schools with near-
ly 100 percent of their stu-
dents on free and reduced 
lunch provide the greatest 
challenge. Three schools – 
Lovell, Wheatley, and Zell-

wood – all achieved “C” 
grades last year. None of 
these schools are in the 
group of lowest performing 
schools that require super-
vision by the School Trans-
IRUPDWLRQ�2IÀFH��3ULQFLSDOV�
Mr. Aguirre, Dr. Atkinson 
and Mr. Mattucci are very 
effective. Their campuses 
are inviting and friendly. 
Teachers and students are all 
engaged in learning.
 Sometimes, a help-
ing hand is needed with the 
harsh demands of life. We 
must promote high expec-
tations while offering addi-
tional supports. Success is 
happening in every school. 
:H�QHHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�DQG�
praise it.

moved totaled at 166,840 
cubic yards during the week 
of October 15, with the 
smallest amount of yard de-
bris removed totaling at 
4,007 cubic yards during the 
week of December 11. The 
contractors had removed a 
total of 900,000 cubic yards 
of debris as of December 12, 
with 825,000 being vegeta-
tive debris and 75,000 being 
waste debris. Currently, con-
tractors are closing out the 
removal process, where they 
DUH�ÀQDOL]LQJ�FDQDO�DQG�UH-
tention pond debris and re-
GXFLQJ�GHEULV�IRU�ÀQDO�GLV-
posal, all of which is expect-
ed to be completed by Janu-
ary 2018. In addition, docu-
ments are currently being 
prepared for reimbursement 
IURP�WKH�)HGHUDO�(PHUJHQ-
cy Management Agency 
�)(0$��IRU�WKH�FRVW�RI�GH-
bris removal. The costs of 
debris removal can be bro-
ken down into the following 
components: vegetation re-
PRYDO��FLWL]HQ�VLWHV��VWXPSV��
OHDQHUV�DQG�KDQJHUV��KD]DUG-
ous trees; construction and 
demolition; and monitoring 

services. Vegetation removal 
can be further broken down 
into the following catego-
ries: debris removal from 
rights-of-way; debris storage 
at a temporary debris storage 
and reduction (TDSR) site; 
GHEULV�UHGXFWLRQ��DQG�ÀQDO�
disposal of debris. 
 Out of 270 total gated 
communities, 125 had sub-
mitted service tickets by 
calling the Orange Coun-
W\�����&DOO�&HQWHU��3XEOLF�
Works reached out to the 
inquiring communities and 
did the following: explained 
the process for debris re-
moval in gated communi-
ties; scheduled 54 team vis-
its with homeowner’s asso-
ciation (HOA) representa-
tives; estimated debris; and 
discussed options for remov-
al. Residents in gated com-
munities had the following 
options for removal of de-
bris: rolling off the debris 
outside of the community 
(putting a dumpster outside 
of the community); obtain-
ing a letter permitting them 
to dispose of debris at the 
FLWL]HQ�VLWHV��DQG�PDNLQJ�DU-
rangements to put the debris 

on the trucks with the con-
tractors. It was reported that 
nine residents had requested 
letters, one decided to roll 
off, and eight had arranged 
to transfer their debris to the 
trucks. 
 Following the hur-
ricanes that hit Florida in 
2004, Orange County pro-
vided for an absolute fund-
ing mechanism for gated 
communities from several 
sources, both existing and 
new: OCU yard waste pick 
up; HOA insurance, if avail-
able; and the addition of the 
“Storm Debris Removal Ac-
count” in the Subdivision 
Regulations of the county 
code. At a public hearing 
on February 24, 2009, the 
Board of County Commis-
sioners amended the Sub-
division Regulations to in-
clude the “Storm Debris Re-
moval Account” as part of 
the county code. The code 
now reads: “Require the es-
tablishment and mainte-
nance of an HOA account 
for storm debris cleanup 
and removal, such as clear-
ing downed trees, landscape, 
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You know what sea-

VRQ� WKLV� LV�� GRQ·W� \RX"�
:LQWHU�� \RX� JXHVV"� Of 
course��&KULVWPDV"�Duh! 
+DOOPDUN·V� &RXQW� 'RZQ�
WR� &KULVWPDV"� Bingo!! In 

our house, Hallmark mov-

ies are the antidote for 

WKH� JXWV�� JRU\�JORU\�� VH[�
DQG� VKRRW� ¶HP� XSV� WKDW�
dominate the news and 

SDVV� IRU� HQWHUWDLQPHQW��
1R�� WKH\·UH� QRW� all bad, 

EXW�� WKH\·UH� QRW� DOO�good, 
either… not as consis-

WHQWO\�DV�+DOOPDUN�PRYLHV�
are. For most of us, this 

LV�D�ZRQGURXV�DQG�KDSS\�
WLPH� VSHQW� LQ� WKH� ZDUP�
circle of friends and fami-

O\��+RZHYHU��IRU�RQH�ZULWHU�
DW� D� /HIWLVW� RQOLQH�PDJD�
]LQH��WKH\·UH�QRW�MXVW�EDG��
WKH\·UH� OLNH� WKH� QXUVHU\�
UK\PH�DERXW� WKH� OLWWOH�JLUO�
with the curl in the middle 

RI�KHU� IRUHKHDG«�¶FDXVH�
ZKHQ� +DOOPDUN·V� EDG��
LW·V� YHU\�� YHU\� EDG«�DQG�
PRUH� WKDQ� WKDW�� LW·V�PRVW�
GHFLGHGO\� KRUULG�� :KDW�
HYHU� WKH� SUH�WH[W� IRU� KLV�
DUWLFOH�� LW·V� REYLRXV� IURP�
WKH�VWDUW�WKDW�KLV�SUREOHP�
LVQ·W�UHDOO\�ZLWK�+DOOPDUN��
LW·V�ZLWK�*RG�� DQG�ZKHUH�

HE chose to use the col-

or, White. See, his com-

SODLQW�LV�DERXW�HYHU\WKLQJ�
�+DOOPDUN��EHLQJ�White… 

White snow, White wom-

HQ�ZLWK�´SXUHµ�KHDUWV�ZKR�
WULS�RYHU�WKHLU�ZRUGV��ELWH�
WKHLU� OLSV� DQG� DFW� “besot-
ted” RYHU� JRRI\� White 
knights on White horses... 
%XW��ZDLW��7KHUH·V�PRUH«�
after all that, when Hall-

PDUN�ZRPHQ�DUH�SUHVHQW�
ed with a choice between 

a business career “in the 
big liberal city” and be-

LQJ� D� VWD\�DW�KRPH� ZLIH�
PRP�� WKH\� KDYH� WKH� DX�
GDFLW\� WR� PDNH� ZKDW� WKH�
writer deems the wrong 
GHFLVLRQ«� WKH\� choose 

PDUULDJH��IDPLO\��DQG�WUD�
GLWLRQV�� �+H\�� GXGH«�ZH�
can GR�ERWK���:KHQ�QRW�
LQJ� WKH� SUHPLHU� RI� HYHQ�
more� RULJLQDO� +DOOPDUN�
Christmas movies, he 

described them as “-42 
hours of sugary, sex-
ist, preposterously plot-
ted, plot hole-festooned, 
belligerently traditional, 
ecstatically Caucasian 
cheer”. 

,� GRQ·W� KDYH� URRP�
here… nor the stom-
ach!…� WR� JR� WKURXJK�HY�
HU\WKLQJ� KH·V�ZULWWHQ�� EXW�
WKLV� PDQ� LV� XVLQJ� +DOO�
PDUN� DV� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�YHQW«�WR�EH�XSVHW�DQG�
DQJU\� DERXW� everyWKLQJ��
+LV� ZKROH� SLHFH� LV� À�OOHG�
ZLWK� KDWHIXO�� DQLPRVLW\�
À�OOHG�� DQWL�WUDGLWLRQ�� DQWL�
7UXPS��DQWL�7UXPS�YRWHUV�
and anti-white JDUEDJH 

«� LQ� P\� RSLQLRQ�� WKLV�
is about one unhappy 

PDQ·V� RSLQLRQ� DERXW�
JRRGQHVV�� LQQRFHQFH��
KDSSLQHVV«��DQG�:KLWH�
QHVV�� ,W·V�PHUHO\� D� UDFLVW�
GLDWULEH� PDVTXHUDGLQJ�
DV�D�UHYLHZ�RI�+DOOPDUN·V�
Christmas movies. 

7R� WKH� XQKDSS\� DX�
thor of the Hallmark 

SLHFH�� DQG� DOO� WKH� RWKHU�
6FURRJHV� RI� WKH� ZRUOG��
,·YH�JRW�WKLV�WR�VD\��

7KHUH·V� QR� /DZ�
DJDLQVW� +ROO\� RU� DJDLQVW�
EHLQJ� MROO\�� 1R� /DZ�
DJDLQVW�7LQVHO�DQG�7UHHV��
1R� /DZ� DJDLQVW� NLVVHV�
RU�+DSS\�+ROLGD\�ZLVKHV�
to all in the stores that 

ZH� VHH�� $OO� WKH� KROLGD\�
À�[LQ·V�DUH� IRXQG� LQ�DEXQ�
GDQFH��� WKH\·UH� DOO� ODZIXO�
LQ� SXEOLF�� DQG� KRZ�� %XW��
WKH� RQH� WKLQJ� IRUELGGHQ��
FRQVSLFXRXVO\� KLGGHQ��
WKH� RQH� WKLQJ� WKH� /DZ�
ZRQ·W�DOORZ«�LV�WKH�PHQ�
tion of Jesus and how He 

came to us, as Savior, 

DV� /RUG�� .LQJ� RI� .LQJV��
7KDW·V�ZK\�ZH�FHOHEUDWH��
ZK\�,�GRQ·W�HYHQ�KHVLWDWH�
WR�VD\�́ /HJDO�VWXIIµ�PHDQV�
QRW� D� WKLQJ�� 6R�� +DSS\�
%LUWKGD\��WR�-HVXV�DQG�WR�
DOO� RWKHUV� ZH� VD\�� KDYH�
D� YHU\� Merry Christmas 
and a Blessed Holiday.

 (p.s. Thanks to 
7KH� &KLHI·V� -RH\� IRU� WKH�
inspiration! Feel free any-
time.)

Comments Welcome
haveopinions.willshare@gmail.com

������3DWWL�%DQNVRQ

No Scrooges 
Allowed! 

The Way 
I See It

Patti 
Bankson

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
CHANGE OF ZONING

127,&(�LV�KHUHE\�JLYHQ�WKDW�2UDQJH�&RXQW\�3XEOLF�6FKRROV�KDV�PDGH�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ��LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�
ZLWK�)ORULGD�6WDWXWHV����������F��DQG�WKH�$SRSND�&RGH�RI�2UGLQDQFHV��3DUW�,,,��/DQG�'HYHORSPHQW�
&RGH��$UWLFOH�;,,�� 6HFWLRQ����������� WR� WKH�&LW\� RI�$SRSND�&LW\�&RXQFLO�� DQG�$SRSND�3ODQQLQJ�
Commission for a CHANGE OF ZONING FOR APPROXIMATELY 15.17 +/- ACRES FROM 
“City” AG (AGRICULTURE) and “County” A-1 TO PO/I (PROFESSIONAL OFFICE/
INSTITUTIONAL). This application relates to the following described property located west of 
-DVRQ�'ZHOOH\�3DUNZD\�DQG�VRXWK�RI�:HVW�.HOO\�3DUN�5RDG�

3DUFHO�,�'������������������������	���������������������
Contains: 15.17 +/- Acres

ORDINANCE 2624

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF APOPKA, FLORIDA, CHANGING THE 
ZONING FROM “CITY” AG (AGRICULTURE) AND “COUNTY” A-1 TO PO/I 
(PROFESSIONAL OFFICE/INSTITUTIONAL) FOR CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY 
GENERALLY LOCATED WEST OF JASON DWELLEY PARKWAY AND SOUTH 
OF WEST KELLY PARK ROAD, COMPRISING 15.17 ACRES MORE OR LESS, 
AND OWNED BY GEORGE THUM JR. AND PHILLIP AND PEGGY DIONNE; 
PROVIDING FOR DIRECTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DI-
RECTOR, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Notice is given that the City of Apopka Planning Commission will hold a public hearing to con-
sider the change of Zoning request at its regularly scheduled meeting in the City Council Chambers 
RI�WKH�$SRSND�&LW\�+DOO������(��0DLQ�6WUHHW��$SRSND��)ORULGD�RQ�Tuesday, January 9, 2018 begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.

Further, notice is given that a public hearing will be held by the City of Apopka City Council at its 
UHJXODUO\�VFKHGXOHG�PHHWLQJV�LQ�WKH�&LW\�&RXQFLO�&KDPEHUV�RI�WKH�$SRSND�&LW\�+DOO������(��0DLQ�
Street, Apopka, Florida on Wednesday, February 7, 2018, beginning at 1:30 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as possible AND on Wednesday, February 21, 2018, beginning at 7:00 p.m., or as soon 
WKHUHDIWHU�DV�SRVVLEOH���3XEOLF�KHDULQJ�QRWLFHV�DUH�DOVR�SRVWHG�DW�ZZZ�DSRSND�QHW�

Affected parties and the public may appear at the above listed hearings to speak. The proposed Zon-
ing can be inspected at the Apopka Community Development Department located at Apopka City 
Hall on weekdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. City Hall address shown below. 
3OHDVH�EH�DGYLVHG�WKDW��XQGHU�6WDWH�ODZ��LI�\RX�GHFLGH�WR�DSSHDO�D�GHFLVLRQ�PDGH�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKLV�
matter, you will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), persons with disabilities needing 
DVVLVWDQFH�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�DQ\�RI�WKHVH�SURFHHGLQJV�VKRXOG�FRQWDFW�WKH�&LW\�&OHUN·V�2IÀ�FH�DW�����
(DVW�0DLQ�6WUHHW��$SRSND�)/���������7HOHSKRQH����������������QR�OHVV�WKDQ����KRXUV�SULRU�WR�WKH�
proceeding.

   Apopka City Council
� � � $SRSND�3ODQQLQJ�&RPPLVVLRQ� � � �
   Community Development Department
December 22, 2017
3XEOLVK��7KH�$SRSND�&KLHI� � � � � � � ��������

All About Apopka
City of Apopka Telephone Numbers Orange County Telephone Numbers Other Area Numbers of Note
City Hall ............................ 407-703-1700
0D\RU·V�2IÀFH .................. 407-703-1703
City Administrator ............ 407-703-1750
City Clerk .......................... 407-703-1704
Community Devel. ............ 407-703-1712
&RGH�(QIRUFHPHQW ............ 407-703-1738
Finance Dept. .................... 407-703-1725
Fire (non-emerg.) .............. 407-703-1756
3DUNV�DQG�5HF��'HSW� ......... 407-703-1741
3ROLFH�&KLHI ....................... 407-703-1789
3ROLFH��QRQ�HPHUJ�� ........... 407-703-1771
Job Line ............................. 407-703-1721
Solid Waste Collect. .......... 407-703-1731
Street Maintenance ............ 407-703-1731
Utility Billing .................... 407-703-1727
0HGLFDO��ÀUH�HPHUJHQF\ ..................... 911

Animal Services ..........407-254-9140
Auto/Boat Tags ...........407-836-4145
Building Dept. .............407-836-5760
County Chairman ........407-836-7370
County Commission....407-836-7350
County Attorney ..........407-836-7320
Clerk of the Court .......407-836-2065
(OHFWLRQV�6XSHUYLVRU ...407-836-2070
Fire/Rescue ................. 407-836-9111
*DUEDJH�&ROOHFWLQJ .....407-836-6601
Health Dept. ................407-836-2600
Hunting/Fishing Lic. ...407-836-4143
3DUNV�DQG�5HF��'HSW� ...407-836-6280
3URSHUW\�$SSUDLVHU ......407-836-5000
Sheriff Administrative .407-254-7000
1RQ�(PHUJ��&RPSODLQW 407-836-4357
Utilities ........................407-836-5515
All other departments .. 407-836-3111
0HGLFDO��ÀUH�HPHUJHQF\ ...............911

U.S. Senators
Bill Nelson (Dem.) ...........407-872-7161
Marco Rubio (Rep.) .........407-254-2573
U.S. Representative 
Val Demings (Dist. 10) ....321-388-9810
State Representatives
Jennifer Sullivan (Dist. 31) 352-742-6275
Kamia Brown (Dist. 45) ...407-905-3807
State Senators
Randolph Bracy (Dist. 11) 407-656-6716
Orange County Commissioner
Bryan Nelson (Dist. 2) .....407-836-7350
Orange County Public Schools
3XSLO�DVVLJQPHQW ..............407-317-3233
Bus routes.........................407-317-3800
Superintendent .................407-317-3202
School Board ....................407-317-3236
Miscellaneous
The Apopka Chief .............407-886-2777
Museum of the Apopkans 407-703-1707
Chamber of Commerce .....407-886-1441

�8636���������
 The Apopka Chief is published every Friday and entered 
DV�3HULRGLFDOV��SRVWDJH�SDLG�DW�$SRSND�3RVW�2IÀFH��XQGHU�WKH�$FW�
of Congress of March 3, 1879. The Apopka Chief newspaper is pub-
OLVKHG� E\� )ROLDJH�(QWHUSULVHV�� ,QF��� HYHU\� )ULGD\� DW� ����1RUWK�
3DUN�$YHQXH��$SRSND��)OD���������������$Q�DQQXDO�VXEVFULSWLRQ�
LV�����LQ�2UDQJH�&RXQW\�DQG�����RXWVLGH�2UDQJH�&RXQW\��3KRQH�
��������������3RVWPDVWHU��6HQG�DGGUHVV�FKDQJHV�WR�The Apopka 
Chief��3�2��%R[������$SRSND��)OD��������������
 The Apopka Chief is a consistent award-winning community weekly 
QHZVSDSHU�DQG�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�)ORULGD�3UHVV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��7KH�QHZVSDSHU�ZRQ�WKH�
group’s award as its best newspaper in 1982, 1987, and 1988, the only three-time 
winner. Letters to the editor are welcome, but must be signed and include a daytime 
WHOHSKRQH�QXPEHU��DGGUHVV��RU�HPDLO�DGGUHVV�IRU�YHULÀFD-
tion. Management reservåes the right to edit letters.

www.theapopkachief.com, 
news@theapopkachief.com

Established 1923

The city of Apopka was chartered in 1882. It is located at 28’30 north latitude and is 150 feet above 
sea level. Its population is about 48,000 and its total area is more than 30 sq. mi. www.apopka.net

The Apopka Chief ZZZ�RUDQJHFRXQW\Á�QHW

Continued from page 2A
Nelson: Contractors removed yards of debris

Continued from page 2A

Moore: Principals leading schools to success

Continued from page 2A
Corbeil: Pluto suffers from global warming

Editor:

 Yes, I am aware that 
the seed for all of Apop-
ka expansion was planted 
long ago.
 However, I am aware 
than an election will be 
held in several months. 
I always check carefully 

from where the campaign 
dollars come.
 It did shock me that 
so much money came to 
one of the candidates from 
Michigan and other out-of-
state donors. Another do-
nor was the owner of the 
golf course that is closed 
now. I do understand that 

the current mayor can and 
does take advantage of all 
photos in the paper. I re-
DOL]H�KH�LV�FDPSDLJQLQJ�
against a local man who is 
a born-and-raised Apop-
kan.

Z.B. Williams
Apopka

Shocked. Money comes from out-of-state

See NELSON Page 7A




