
By John Peery
Apopka Chief Staff

 Apopka High School’s home-
coming football game against the 
Olympia Titans has been canceled 
and won’t be made up.
 Hurricane Matthew’s close brush 
with the Central Florida coast also 
caused the cancellation of classes and 
all extracurricular activities in Or-
ange County for Thursday, October 6, 
through Sunday, October 9.
 As a result, the Blue Darters and 
Titans could not agree on a date to 
play.
 Apopka athletic director Fred 
Priest said the Blue Darters proposed 
that the game be played on Monday, 

October 10, at 7 p.m. He said that 
Olympia representatives said they 
would not have had football practice 
for four days and didn’t want to play 
without being able to practice even 
though the Blue Darters would have 
been in the same situation.
 As did Apopka, Olympia played 
on Friday, September 30. Howev-
er, the Titans’ game against Freedom 
High was stopped midway through 
the fourth quarter due to bad weath-
er. The game was completed Monday, 
October 3.
 Priest said Olympia doesn’t have 
a game next week so the Titans will 
go nearly three weeks between foot-
ball games.
 The Apopka athletic director said 

the Blue Darters wanted to play the 
homecoming game but that Olym-
pia has the right of refusal and enact-
ed that claim. He said he didn’t agree 
with the decision but that no one at 
Apopka High had any control over the 
matter.
 After last week’s 56-20 District 
8A-4 victory over West Orange, the 
Blue Darters remained unbeaten in 
six games.
 Apopka High’s homecoming 
week activities were also interrupted 
by Hurricane Matthew. AHS Princi-
pal Matt Arnold sent out the follow-
ing schedule of continuing activities 
that will take place next week at the 
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See the story and 

picture at the top of 

the page about the 

Apopka Blue Darters’ 

56-20 victory over ri-

val and District 8A-4 

foe West Orange. The 

Warriors had beaten 

Apopka three out of 

the past four contests.

But the Blue Darters 

rushed for 566 yards 

to run past the War-

riors. Quarterback 

Demetri Burch also 

passed for 131 yards 

and a pair of touch-

downs for Apopka.

Sports 6JG#RQRMC%JKGH�EQO
#NYC[U�WR�VQ�VJG�OKPWVG�

9GCVJGT�4GRQTVU�

)GV�#NN�;QWT�5RQTVU�
9GCVJGT�7RFCVGU�CV

 Due to a school holiday on Fri-
day, October 14, the hometown ri-
valry game between the host Wekiva 
Mustangs and visiting Apopka Blue 
Darters will be played on Thursday, 
October 13.
 The Mustangs and Blue Darters 
are tied at 1-0 each in District 8A-4 
play and the contest will all but as-

sure the winner of a playoff berth as 
there will be just one more district 
game for both teams after they tan-
gle.
 Wekiva is 4-2 overall and has 
an open date for Friday, October 7. 
Apopka is 6-0 and ranked No. 1 in 
the state in the AP’s Class 8A poll.
 The Blue Darters were sched-

uled to face Olympia Friday, Octo-
ber 7, at 7 p.m. in the annual home-
coming game, but the threat of Hur-
ricane Matthew caused the game to 
be canceled.
 Kickoff for the Wekiva-Apopka 
game is set for 7 p.m. 
 Tickets are $6 and will be avail-
able at the gate.

By Neal Fisher
Apopka Chief Staff  
  
 If a set of clothes 
matched the performance 
of the Wekiva Mustangs 
when facing the Evans Tro-
jans last Friday, September 
30, the chosen attire would 
have been the three-piece 
business suit.
 Driven by executing 
the proverbial business-like 
performance to the utmost, 
the Mustangs overwhelmed 
the Trojans to the tune of a 
27-6 victory in what was 
the District 8A-4 opener for 
both teams.
 At 1-0 in district ac-
tion, both Wekiva and 
Apopka now stand atop the 
district standings. 
 “This was a business 
victory, as much as possi-
ble,” Mustangs coach Rich 
Bedesem said. “We didn’t 
do anything different in 
how we attacked the Tro-
jans. The execution on our 
part was solid throughout 
the contest. Nothing we did 
was spectacular. But more 
importantly, we didn’t have 
to overcome the position 
of making mistakes either. 
More often than not, the di-

rect negative effects of mis-
takes are much weightier 
than the positive effects of 
proper execution. Addition 
through subtraction (the 

mistakes) works best for 
the style we use.” 
 In particular, the busi-
ness-like performance was 
about establishing and then 

continuing the identity of 
power rushing on offense 
while constantly pressuring 
the ball-carrier on defense.  
 Most notably, Jay-

lon Fair once again was a 
dominant presence, rush-
ing for 155 yards and two 
touchdowns on 22 carries. 
Already setting records, 

the defense got even bet-
ter, registering another 
four sacks while lowering 
the number of points giv-
en up for the third consec-
utive contest. Wekiva also 
made the most of four Ev-
ans fumbles.
 “The big picture of 
how not making the mis-
takes played a role in the 
RXWFRPH� ZDV� HIÀFLHQW-
ly forcing the Trojans into 
compensating for having 
possession of the ball less 
time,” Bedesem said. “We 
physically wore the Trojans 
down to a degree and the 
other positive effects com-
ing from not making the 
mistakes are a part of that 
VLJQLÀFDQW� GLIIHUHQFH� LQ�
time of possession. In ev-
ery area of the game, hav-
LQJ� WKH� EDOO� D� VLJQLÀFDQWO\�
less amount of time limits 
the means by which a team 
can attack an opponent.
 “When on offense, we 
did what we do well over 
and over because we had 
the ball more often. When 
on defense, we steadi-
ly took away what Evans 
does well. The less time 

By John Peery
Apopka Chief Staff

 For the past two seasons, West 
Orange turned the tables on the Apop-
ka Blue Darters football team. The 
Warriors not only broke a 15-game 
losing streak to Apopka, but took 
command of the district race with the 
wins.
 As far as the Blue Darters are 
concerned, however, things are back 
to normal. Apopka put four runners 
over the 100-yard mark en route to a 
56-20 victory over the host Warriors 
on Friday, September 30.
 The win not only kept the Dart-
ers unbeaten in six tries this season, 
but, more importantly, put Apopka at 
1-0 in District 8A-4 action. Apopka is 
now tied with Wekiva, which beat Ev-
ans, atop the district standings, while 
West Orange and Evans are at 0-1.
 Coach Rick Darlington said the 
ÀUVW� GLVWULFW� JDPH� ZDV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW�
one for the Blue Darters.
� ´,W� ZDV� WKH� ÀUVW� RQH� WKDW� UHDOO\�

matters. That was a huge, huge win,” 
he said. “Last year, we were 5-0 when 
we played them and became 5-1.
 “It’s a rivalry game. They’ve be-
come a rival in that (Lake) Brantley 
won’t play us anymore and Edgewa-
ter’s kind of fallen on hard times, and 
West Orange has beaten us three out 
of the last four before this one.”
 DeShawn Massey led the way on 
the ground for the Blue Darters, rack-
ing up 227 yards and a touchdown 
on 17 carries. Quarterback Demetri 
Burch had a night to remember as he 
not only had 129 yards and three rush-
ing scores on just 10 runs, but also 
had a pair of touchdown passes.
 Jordan Thompson (108 yards and 
one touchdown on 14 carries) and 
Cornelius Williams (106 yards and 
one score on six rushes) helped Apop-
ka put up 566 rushing yards on 50 at-
tempts.
 The running was strong for the 
Blue Darters.
 “It was good and we did most of 
it out of our spread sets,” Darlington 

said. “We’d worked really hard on a 
game plan for them, did some differ-
ent things formationally. The RPO 
(run-pass option) game was pretty 
good and counter was the big scheme 
the other night. We hadn’t been run-
ning a lot of counter, but I thought 
it was one of those things where we 
needed to be good at this play, this 
blocking scheme and this is what we 
need to do to ensure that it works. It 
worked out well for us.”
 Burch was 6-of-8 for 131 yards 
through the air as the Blue Darters 
continue to get better with the pass, 
especially as compared to last year. 
Through six games in 2015, the Dart-
ers had completed just 8-of-31 pass-
es for 175 yards and one touchdown. 
This year, the numbers are dramati-
cally better as Apopka is 33-of-56 for 
601 yards and 10 scores.
 Burch has completed 60 percent 
of his passes as he is 30-of-50.
 “We wanted to get up to 60 per-

Kayla Tapscott jumps to slam the ball Monday, 
October 3, during the Apopka Blue Darters’ girls 
volleyball match against Lake Minneola High. The 
Blue Darters won 3-0.

Jumping high to win

Darters whip West Orange, 56-20

Apopka-Olympia football game canceled

Wekiva downs Evans by 21 in district contest

Apopka quarterback Demetri Burch cuts to avoid a 
West Orange defender.

Anton Wynn brings down an Evans runner as teammates Dwight Lawrence and Jason Charles (36) are nearby 
during Wekiva’s 27-6 victory over the Trojans.

See APOPKA Page 5C

See MUSTANGS Page 4C

See DARTERS Page 3C

Wekiva to host Apopka on Thurs., Oct. 13
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school.
 On Wednesday, October 12, it 
will be Heroes vs. Villains Day for 
ninth through 11th graders. Seniors 
will have their Under the Sea theme 
that day.
 Crazy Blue and White day will 
be Thursday, October 13, as students 

will be able to use their face-painting 
tickets that day.
� 6FKRRO� RIÀFLDOV� DUH� KRSLQJ� WR�
have the homecoming parade on 
Thursday, October 13, pending city of 
Apopka approval.
 The pep rally will be held that 
day in the stadium. (The Blue Dart-
ers will play at Wekiva High at 7 p.m. 
that same day.)

 The crowning of the homecom-
ing king and queen will take place 
during the pep rally.
 The homecoming dance will be 
held Saturday, October 15, from 8 
p.m. to midnight at the Rosen Plaza, 
the original location for the dance.
 The canceled school days will be 
made up on Friday, October 28, and 
Friday, April 28, 2017.
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Darters: Apopka looking to shore up rushing defense
Continued from page 1C

SIGN IN 

HERE!

Advertise your 
automotive business 

in this section 
by calling 

407-886-2777 now!

Keep those wheels rolling. . . 

All Work Guaranteed

407-880-3530

Serving Satisfi ed Customers 
Since 1987

St. Reg. 
#MV05682

Automotive
J & K

Like us on Facebook to 
Receive Monthly Specials

1914 S Orange Blossom Trail
 Apopka, FL 32703

3 Doors South of Super Wal-Mart

407-814-0202

Transmissions of 

Apopka, Inc.

YEARLY TRANSMISSION SERVICE INCLUDES:

��5RDG�7HVW
��1HZ�)OXLG
��1HZ�),OWHU
��1HZ�*DVNHW

��,QVSHFW�3DQ
��$GMXVW�/LQNDJH�
��&KHFN�IRU�/HDNV
��,QVSHFW�8QGHUFDUULDJH

Free transmission check 
includes external diagnostic 

and computer scan.

'RQ
W�LJQRUH�\RXU�ZDUQLQJ�OLJKWV�
:H�ZLOO�FKHFN�WKHP�FREE!

([SHULHQFHG�5	5�7HFK�*HQHUDO�0HFKDQLF�QHHGHG�
0XVW�KDYH�RZQ�WRROV��/DLG�EDFN�FOHDQ�ZRUN�HQYLURQPHQW��

*UHDW�SD\�EDVHG�RQ�H[SHULHQFH��$SSO\�LQ�SHUVRQ�

Celebrating 27 Years of Service!
Family owned & operated.

$17.95
Includes Safety

Inspection
Up to 5 qts Oil

)LOWHU���/XEH�&KDVVLV
MOST CARS AND LIGHT TRUCKS. 
No Dealers Please. Exp. 10-31-16

Plus $1.50 Disposal Fee

�����(��6HPRUDQ�%OYG���+Z\�
�����$SRSND���2SHQ�0RQ����6DW� C A R D S

5HJ���09������

12:�2))(5,1*�D�&RPSOHWH�$XWR�5HSDLU�6HUYLFH

LUBE, OIL 

& FILTER

(

918 S. Orange Blossom Trail, Apopka, FL 32703

ƌŝĐŬƐŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚŐĂƌĂŐĞ͘ĐŽŵ�ͻ�ϰϬϳ͘ϴϭϰ͘ϳϱϱϬ

Most cars. Not valid with any other 
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Quality Repairs with fair rates

FREE ESTIMATES

ASE 

CERTIFIED

We work on 

ALL makes 

and models

RICK’S
NEIGHBORHOOD

�ŽŵƉůĞƚĞ��ƵƚŽŵŽƟ�ǀĞ�
Repair and Maintenance

Over 30 Years Experience

Family Owned & Operated

We are now a

-�	�.�$XWRPRWLYH��
Inc. is a total car care 
company offering ser-
vices that range from a 
basic oil change to en-
gine repair. 

They provide all pre-
ventative maintenance 
services that your vehi-
cles may require such 
as engine performance, 
brakes, front end, and 
general repair work.

-�	�.�$XWRPRWLYH��
Inc.� FDQ� KHOS� \RX� À�QG�
the answers to most 
all of your diagnostic 
auto repair needs. In 
the 29 years that they 
have been in business, 
they have established a 
large and loyal clientele. 

This is a result of 
their high level of work-
manship, personal ser-
vice, and honesty. All 
this is accompanied by 
fair pricing. Their on-
going customer satis-
faction surveys consis-
tently return an amazing 
satisfaction rate.

Some of the com-
ments they have re-
ceived from customers 
include: 

�� ´$OZD\V� SURIHV�
sional and honest.” 

�� ´-XVW� GURSSHG� RII�
my car at -�	�. for a re-
pair. It’s nice to have a 
neighborhood/commu-
nity car shop that we 
can rely on. Thank you!” 

�� ´7KH\� JRW� P\� ROG�
car running like new. 
Thanks guys!”

When you have to 
depend on your car, you 
know how important a 
dependable, smooth-
running vehicle can 

be. You need a trust-
ed, reliable, quick-ser-
vice mechanic close to 
home, not only for reg-
ular maintenance but 
also for those little (and 
sometimes big) glitches 
that can slow you down.                

-� 	� .� $XWRPR�
WLYH��,QF� is the answer. 
They pride themselves 
on their ability to han-
dle whatever reveals it-
self under the hood. No 
challenge is too large or 
too small for the expert 
team at -�	�.�$XWRPR�
WLYH��,QF�

A family-run busi-
ness with many years 
H[SHULHQFH�� -RKQ� DQG�
Karen strive to gain the 
trust of the communi-
ty by providing honest, 
dependable labor. They 
will back up their work 
because they take pride 
in service. It is nice to 
know that you can have 
peace of mind know-
ing your car is in good 
hands at -� 	� .� $XWR�
PRWLYH��,QF�

In many cases, it 
is impossible for a me-
chanic to know what a 
repair will cost until he 
thoroughly examines 
your vehicle to deter-
mine what, if any, parts 
will be needed. They 
will beat any written es-
timate and honor most 
competitors’ coupons. 
You can’t go wrong with 
-�	 .�$XWRPRWLYH��,QF� 
You get the best prices 
and service that can’t be 
beat. The goal of -�	�.�
$XWRPRWLYH�� ,QF� is to 
be your number one re-
pair shop. 

-� 	� .� $XWRPR�
WLYH�� ,QF� utilizes only 
top quality replacement 
parts and highly skilled 
technicians. They offer 
a no-obligation free es-
timate, and utilize up-to-
date diagnostic equip-
ment to diagnose and 
repair your car, truck, 
or SUV. This helps en-
sure that your automo-
bile is repaired to fac-
WRU\�VSHFLÀ�FDWLRQV��$QG��
of course, all their work 
is 100% guaranteed!

-�	�.�$XWRPRWLYH��
Inc. began their busi-
ness in Apopka in 1987 
with a passion for ex-
cellence in automotive 
repair and quality cus-
tomer service. Their 
goal has always been, 
and will continue to be 

the repair shop that of-
fers fair, honest, and de-
pendable service. 

They are enjoying 
the longevity of their 
business because of the 
excellent service that 
they have provided. Lo-
cated at 1012 E. Semo-
ran Boulevard in Apop-
ka, -�	�.�$XWRPRWLYH��
Inc.� LV�HDV\�WR�À�QG��MXVW�
a block from Sheeler 
Road. Give them a call 
at 407-880-3530 and 
get that car serviced. 

For more informa-
tion, you can also vis-
it their website at www.
-DQG.�PHFKDQLFQHW�
com and become a fan 
RQ�)DFHERRN��-�	�.�$X�
tomotive.

$GYHUWLVHPHQW

Proper maintenance is the best way to protect your 
investment and keep it in top running order.

J & K Automotive, Inc.’s customer surveys 
consistently return an amazing satisfaction rate 
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���
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$OLJQPHQW Per Axle, Pads and labor.
Coupon required. Not valid with 

any other coupon or special. 

��:KHHO�$OLJQPHQW�
��%DODQFLQJ�
��6XVSHQVLRQ�

��7LUHV�
��7XQH��8SV�
��%UDNHV�

“Yet this I call to mind and therefore 
I have hope” La 3.21

��(OHFWULFDO�
 Repair 
��$�&

([S����������

%UDNHV�
6WDUWLQJ�DW$892LO�&KDQJH

������2))
5HJ���������XS�WR���
TXDUWV�LQFOXGLQJ�¿�OWHU�

:LWK�FRXSRQ��
([S����������


FRPSDFW�FDUV�RQO\
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Coupon required

Family Owned & Operated
We Offer Complete Professional Auto Service

Most Cars & 
Light Trucks.

Most Cars & 
Light Trucks.

With Coupon. Exp. 10/31/16. With Coupon. Exp. 10/31/16.

TIRE ROTATION PACKAGE
$39.95 $17.95

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm
Saturday 8am to 5pm (407)880-5784

FILL UP
on Great Service!

F

E

#MVR35541

with brand new state of the 
art alignment equipment

Full Service Auto Repair 

1st Performance Automotive

1328 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka

Office: 407-880-6566

Over 30 years experience. We will meet or beat 
any written estimate on tires or services

A/C
Includes 1lb. 

freon, evac, leak 
test & recharge

Approved
Auto Repair *Most cars

$8999*

 Exp. 10/31/16

www.1stperformance.com

Next to New 
Goodwill Store

ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS Recharge

(Leak repair extra)

Tell them you saw it in The Apopka Chief

The Crossword Puzzle is found
on page 4B of this newspaper.
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www.TheApopkaChief.com
Subscribe, Renew or Pay Online!

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712

Like us on 
Facebook

Get important news 

when it happens

Your trusted news source
The Apopka Chief
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we spend on defense, the 
less opportunity the oppo-
nent has to score. During 
the second half, we contin-
ued to keep possession of 
the ball more. But Evans 
also made some more mis-
takes, the kind directly pre-
venting the ball from being 
moved and allows an oppo-
nent to close out the victo-
ry. In general and obvious-
ly, fumbles put teams in the 
position of having one less 
play and more yards to gain 
to keep the drive alive to 
begin with. We were nev-
er able to recover a fum-
ble, but we also never al-
lowed Evans to overcome 
the fumbles and the other 
mistakes.”     
 The Trojans started the 
FRQWHVW�RII�ZLWK�D�ÁXUU\�RI�
heavy punches, wobbling 
the Mustangs’ defense. 
Taking the opening kickoff, 
the Trojans moved the ball 
from their own 38-yard line 
to the Mustangs’ 6. 
 But on two consecu-
tive plays, the snaps sailed 
over the head of the quar-
terback, Kimani Binder. Al-
though the Trojans recov-
ered the fumble, 14 yards 
ZDV�ORVW�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW��1HHG-
ing over 20 yards and mak-
ing for an obvious passing 
situation on third down, 
the Mustangs got into the 
EDFNÀHOG� IRU� WKH� ÀUVW� WLPH�
and pressured Binder into 
throwing an interception. 
 Finding its footing af-
ter the interception, Wekiva 
never faced a challenge to 

exerting the identity.
 “Allowing the Trojans 
WR�PRYH�WKH�EDOO�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�
drive was not a good start, 
which has been a problem 
throughout the season,” 
Bedesem said. “There were 
three pass interference 
calls. Perhaps one or even 
two were pass interference, 
but it is hard to not question 
the penalties when three are 
called in one drive.
 “And a couple of 
passes for about 15 yards 
were completed by Evans. 
The defense wasn’t able 
to stop the empty set Ev-
DQV�ZDV� XVLQJ� DW� ÀUVW�� %XW�
in the end, when the big 
play was needed, the de-
fense made the adjustments 
and came up with the big 
play. From that point, the 
defense played as well as 
it has been. Over the last 
three contests, the defense 
has given up 10 points.”   
 An 80-yard, 15-play 
drive that chewed up 7:30 
of the clock followed. 
Along with a successful 
point-after conversion, the 
Mustangs took the lead for 
JRRG� ZLWK� WKH� ÀUVW� WRXFK-
down of the contest. Be-
hind the right side of the 
offensive line and cover-
LQJ� WKH�ÀQDO����\DUGV��)DLU�
rambled into the end zone 
with 8:37 left in the second 
quarter. Then the ball was 
PRYHG����\DUGV�DV�WKH�ÀUVW�
half came to a close to in-
crease the lead to 10-0 and 
give the Mustangs all the 
points needed to win. Os-
car Salazar converted a 23-
\DUG� ÀHOG� JRDO� DWWHPSW� RQ�

WKH� ÀQDO� SOD\� EHIRUH� KDOI-
time. Quarterback Trey 
McGee completed passes 
of 18 and 41 yards during 
WKH�ÀHOG�JRDO�GULYH�
  However, anything 
but leaving the outcome in 
the hands of the defense 
alone followed. Another 
monster drive began the 
second half. This time, the 
statistics were 78 yards, 12 
plays, and 7:04. The end of 
the drive came once again 
on the legs of Fair, who 
FRYHUHG�WKH�ÀQDO�WZR�\DUGV�
by bulling into the end 
zone.
  Other scores by Weki-
va were a 90-yard punt re-
turn by Brandon Hill and 
6DOD]DU·V�VHFRQG�ÀHOG�JRDO��
this one from 27 yards. 
 With 9:07 left in the 
contest, Traveo Kendrick 
scored the only points for 
the Trojans on a 13-yard 
rush. 
 Total yards were 287-
245 in favor of Wekiva. 
Plays run were 53 by Weki-
va compared to 37 by Ev-
ans. After each of the 
WHDPV·� ÀUVW� SRVVHVVLRQV��
though, the numbers aren’t 
nearly as close. Wekiva ran 
48 plays while gaining 274 
yards. Evans managed to 
gain 169 yards while run-
ning 25 plays.` 
 “Only three contests 
are played in District 8A-
4,” Bedesem said. “So, 
each is like a playoff con-
test. There are no mulli-
gans. All it takes sometimes 
is one bad contest and loss 
for a team to be eliminated 
from a playoff berth. Win-

ning the district opener was 
vital. With what is on the 
line when playing district 
contests from here on out, 
the quality of play is going 
to be higher and the oppo-
QHQWV�PRUH� GLIÀFXOW� WR� GH-
IHDW��1R� WHDP�ZDQWV� WR� JR�
into this stretch of the sea-
son coming off a loss. 
 “We now have a 1-0 
record along with a week 
to heal and improve before 
meeting Apopka and re-
suming the district sched-
ule.”

  Wekiva Evans
First downs 17 18

Rushes-yds 37-200 21-60

Passing yds 87 185

Com-Att-Int 6-16-0 16-30-1

Fumbles-lost 0-0 4-0

Penalties-yds 7-70 9-74

Wekiva 0 10 7 10 – 27

Evans 0 0 0 6 –  6

W-Fair 11 run (Salazar kick), 

8:37 1st; W-FG 23 Salazar, 

:00 2nd; W-Fair 2 run (Salazar 

kick), 4:56 3rd; W-Hill 90 punt 

return (Salazar kick), 10:36 4th; 

E-Kendrick 5 run (run failed), 

9:07 4th; W-FG 27 Salazar, 

5:24 4th.

Individual statistics
Rushing: Wekiva-Fair 22-

155, 2TD; Hughley 1-19; Mc-

Gee 8-8; Moore 1-8; Sheperd 

1-7; Ben Williams 3-3; Edger-

ton 1-0. Evans-Kendrick 7-35, 

1TD; Binder 11-25; Tramel 1-3; 

Moody 2-(-3).

Passing: Wekiva-McGee 6-12-

0, 87; Ben Williams 0-4-0, 0. 

Evans-Binder 16-29-1, 185; 

Moody 0-1-0, 0.

Receiving: Wekiva-Touze 4-43; 

Brandon Williams 1-41; Hugh-

ley 1-3. Evans-Cook 3-54; Ken-

drick 3-44; Garrett 5-34; Major 

1-26; Harrett 2-20; Moody 2-7.

Continued from page 1C

Mustangs continue winning ways in 27-6 victory

The Mustangs run on to the field Friday, September 30, prior to their game against the host Evans Trojans. Wekiva is now 4-2 after the 27-6 victory over the Trojans. 
Wekiva is off this week and will host hometown rival Apopka on Thursday, October 13, in a huge District 8A-4 contest.

Mustangs: Running game, special teams, 
and defense lead to Wekiva victory

Quarterback Ben Williams carries the ball for the Mustangs during their 27-6 Dis-
trict 8A-4 victory over Evans.

Escorted by teammates, Brandon Hill runs the ball for Wekiva to help defeat the 
Evans Trojans.

Running back Jaylon Fair carries the ball for the Mustangs as a pair of Evans de-
fenders get near.

The Wekiva High marching band performed during halftime of the game at Evans 
High School.

Offensive lineman Tyler Monestime lifts Jaylon Fair 
following a touchdown run by Fair.

Offensive coordinator Buddy Hurd talks with quarter-
back Ben Williams.

Photos by Ken Rojo
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cent (completions),” Dar-

lington said. “Look at his 

�%XUFK·V�� HIÀFLHQF\� WKLV�
\HDU�FRPSDUHG�WR�ODVW�\HDU��
/DVW� \HDU�� KH� GLGQ·W� HYHQ�
throw a touchdown pass 

XQWLO� JDPH� ÀYH�� +H� HQGHG�
up with more interceptions 

than touchdowns and had 

����\DUGV�IRU�WKH�\HDU�
� ´:KHQ�\RX� FDQ�JHW� WR�
60 percent, that’s what I 

want. That’s the standard 

right there.

� ´+H·V� EHFRPLQJ� D�
TXDUWHUEDFN��QRW�MXVW�DQ�DWK-

OHWH�µ�'DUOLQJWRQ�VDLG�DERXW�
Burch.

 Apopka took no time 

LQ�GULYLQJ����\DUGV� IRU� WKH�
ÀUVW� VFRUH� DV� 'DUOLQJWRQ�
SXOOHG�RXW�D�SOD\�KH�KDGQ·W�
VKRZQ�VLQFH�WKH�VSULQJ�MDP-

ERUHH��$QG�� MXVW� OLNH�LQ�WKH�
spring, it went for a touch-

GRZQ�DV�%XUFK�KLW�EORFNLQJ�
EDFN� 3DXO� )LW]JHUDOG� IRU� D�
���\DUG� VFRULQJ� VWULNH� MXVW�
3:12 into the game.

� )LW]JHUDOG� ZDV� DOO�
DORQH�RYHU�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�
ÀHOG� DQG� DOWKRXJK� KH� ZDV�
KLW�DERXW�WKH���\DUG�OLQH��KH�
EXOOHG�LQ�IRU�WKH�VFRUH�
 Logan Minniear add-

HG�WKH�ÀUVW�RI�KLV�HLJKW�H[WUD�
SRLQWV�WR�JLYH�WKH�'DUWHUV�D�
TXLFN�����OHDG�
 After a West Orange 

punt and an Apopka turn-

RYHU��WKH�:DUULRUV�VWUXFN�RQ�
'DUULDQ� :LOOLDPV·� ���\DUG�
UXQ�WR�WLH�WKH�JDPH�DW�����

� +RZHYHU�� $SRSND�
JUDEEHG� WKH� OHDG� EDFN� IRU�
JRRG� RQ� WKH� ÀUVW� SOD\� DI-
WHU� WKH� NLFNRII� DV� 0DVVH\�
VFDPSHUHG����\DUGV�IRU�WKH�
WRXFKGRZQ�� JLYLQJ� D� :HVW�
Orange defender a stutter 

VWHS� DORQJ� WKH� ZD\�� :LWK�
0LQQLHDU·V� H[WUD� SRLQW��
$SRSND�OHG������ZLWK������
OHIW�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�SHULRG�
 The Blue Darters 

ZHUHQ·W�ÀQLVKHG� VFRULQJ� LQ�
WKH� ÀUVW� TXDUWHU�� KRZHYHU��
The Apopka defense forced 

a three-and-out and the of-

IHQVH� TXLFNO\� WRRN� DGYDQ-

WDJH�� GULYLQJ� ��� \DUGV� LQ�
MXVW�WZR�SOD\V�DQG����\DUGV�
RQ�D�IDFHPDVN�SHQDOW\�
 Burch tossed his sec-

ond scoring pass of the 

game when he hit freshman 

UHFHLYHU� -DFNVRQ� 'DUOLQJ-

ton, son of the head coach, 

IRU� D� ���\DUG� WRXFKGRZQ�
with 36 seconds remain-

LQJ�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�TXDUWHU�WR�SXW�
$SRSND�XS������
 West Orange cut the 

OHDG�WR�������RQ�D����\DUG�
scoring toss from Austin 

%XUWRQ� WR� .\YHRQ� -RQHV�
HDUO\� LQ� WKH� VHFRQG�SHULRG�
But that was as close as the 

Warriors would get as the 

Blue Darters scored 21 un-

DQVZHUHG�SRLQWV�RYHU�WKH�À-

nal 8 minutes of the second 

quarter.

 Once again, it was a 

ORQJ�SOD\�WKDW�GLG�WKH�GHHG�
for Apopka as Burch ran 61 

\DUGV�IRU�WKH�VFRUH�WR�FDS�DQ�
���\DUG�GULYH�

� $Q�LQWHUFHSWLRQ�E\�-DU-
YLV�:DUH� RII� D� WLSSHG� SDVV�
VHW�XS�$SRSND·V�QH[W�VFRUH��
as he returned the pick to 

WKH� :HVW� 2UDQJH� ��\DUG�
line. Burch scored from the 

��PLGZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�VHF-
RQG�SHULRG�WR�JLYH�WKH�'DUW-
HUV�D�������OHDG�
 The defense forced 

another West Orange punt 

WKDW� EDFNHG�$SRSND� XS� WR�
LWV�RZQ���\DUG�OLQH��%XW�WKDW�
was of no consequence, as 

WKH� 'DUWHUV� TXLFNO\� GURYH�
the distance with Burch 

HQGLQJ� LW� RQ� DQ� HLJKW�\DUG�
RSWLRQ�SOD\�UXQ�
� 'XULQJ� WKH� GULYH�� -RU-
dan Thompson had a 33-

\DUG� UXQ� DQG�0DVVH\� DGG-

ed 28 more on the ground 

as the Darters took a 42-14 

halftime lead.

� 2Q�$SRSND·V�ÀUVW�SRV-
session of the second half, 

Burch twisted a knee and 

didn’t return to the game. 

After the game, he said 

he was doing OK and was 

LQ� QR� REYLRXV� SDLQ� ZKLOH�
walking without a limp.

 In the second half, 

it was more of the same. 

Although Apopka’s of-

IHQVH� ZDVQ·W� TXLWH� DV� HIÀ-

FLHQW�ZLWK�%XUFK�EHLQJ�RXW��
Apopka scored two times, 

RQH� RQ� DQ� ���\DUG� UXQ� E\�
Williams and one on a 

��\DUG�UXQ�E\�7KRPSVRQ�
 West Orange had two 

ÀHOG� JRDOV� LQ� WKH� VHFRQG�
half.

  Apopka WO

First downs 29 13
Rushes-yds 50-566 23-177
Passing yds 131 211
Com-Att-Int 6-8-0 15-30-1
Fumbles-lost 1-1 0-0
Penalties-yds 4-35 10-88

Apopka 21 21 0 14 – 56
W. Orange 7 7 3 3 –  20

Ap-Fitzgerald 21 pass from 
Burch (Minniear kick), 8:48 1st; 
WO-Williams 59 run (Brickweg 
kick), 2:44 1st; Ap-Massey 70 
run (Minniear kick), 2:19 1st; 
Ap-Darlington 36 pass from 
Burch (Minniear kick), :36 1st; 
WO-Jones 12 pass from Burton 
(Brickweg kick), 9:14 2nd; Ap-
Burch 61 run (Minniear kick), 
8:00 2nd; Burch 2 run (Minniear 
kick), 6:03 2nd; Burch 8 run 
(Minniear kick), 1:54 2nd; WO-
FG 39 Brickweg, 4:53 3rd; Ap-
Williams 81 run (Minniear kick), 
10:53 4th; WO-FG 38 Brickweg, 
9:35 4th; Ap-Thompson 1 run 
(Minniear kick), 4:26 4th.
Individual statistics

Rushing: Apopka-Massey 17-
227, 1TD; Burch 10-129, 3TD; 
Thompson 14-108, 1TD; Wil-
liams 6-106, 1TD; Darlington 
1-1; Team 2-(-5). West Orange-
Williams 19-190, 1TD; Winters 
1-0; Burton 3-(-13).
Passing: Apopka-Burch 6-8-0, 
131, 2TD. West Orange-Burton 
15-30-1, 211, 1TD.
Receiving: Apopka-August 
3-64; Darlington 1-36, 1TD; 
Fitzgerald 1-21, 1TD; Massey 
1-10. West Orange-Jones 4-77, 
1TD; Harding 4-73; Gaskins 
3-26; Williams 1-16; Winters 
2-15; Baber 1-4.
A-2,200

Continued from page 1C

Warriors no match for Blue Darters in district game

Apopka: Blue Darters gained 697 total yards

Blocking back Paul Fitzgerald is hit about the 3-yard-line but clutches the ball as 
he scores on a 21-yard touchdown pass from Demetri Burch.

Cornelius Williams keeps his eyes down the field as he runs the ball. He was one 
of four Blue Darters to rush for more than 100 yards.

David Britzius (11), Kamron Williams (27) and teammates tackle a West Orange 
runner.

Jarvis Ware returns an interception for the Blue Dart-
ers to set up a touchdown.

DeShawn Massey has his facemask pulled. The pen-
alty cost West Orange 15 yards.

Coach Rick Darlington helps quarterback  Demetri 
Burch off the field after an injury.

The Apopka High cheerleaders stand at attention as the National Anthem is played by the West Orange band 
prior to the football game.

Coach Rick Darlington sends the offense back onto the field after talking to them 
during a timeout in the game.
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 One of the means by 
which The Apopka Blue 
Darters boys bowling has 
combated the target com-
ing from being a three-time 
defending state champion 
is competing against the 
highest level of competi-
tion during the regular sea-
son.
 Held at the Kegel 
Training Center in Lake 
Wales, the Kegel High 
School Challenge is one 
such tournament the Blue 
'DUWHUV� KDYH� EHQHÀWWHG�
from for those reasons dur-
ing its run. 
 After two consecutive 
Kegel championships, the 
Blue Darters placed third 
at the competition held Sat-
urday, October 1. But even 
though the defense of the 
back-to-back champion-
ships was unsuccessful, the 
EHQHÀWV� RI� FRPSHWLQJ� LQ�
the tournament were once 
DJDLQ�VLJQLÀFDQW���������������������������
 With a 9-0 record for 
head-to-head competi-
tion at the midway point 
of 2016, the Blue Darters’ 
winning steak is now ap-
proaching 60 meets and 
three seasons.
 “We didn’t bowl our 
best,” Blue Darters coach 
Todd Hauser said. “Gage 
(Stelling) being in the hos-
pital and unusual house-
shots (the lay-out of the oil) 
were two of the reasons. 
But despite not successful-
ly defending the champion-

ship, the effort was worth 
it. The experience made us 
better, especially the new 
bowlers dealing with the 
postseason atmosphere for 
WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�
 “Better to experience 
the nerves of dealing with 
do-or-die pressure for the 
ÀUVW�WLPH�GXULQJ�WKH�UHJXODU�
season than at the district 
or even state championship 
meets.”
 Stelling has been suf-
fering from blurry vision in 
his left eye. As a precaution 
DQG� WR� ÀQG� RXW� WKH� FDXVH��
Stelling was hospitalized 
for several days. The doc-
tors believe a swollen nerve 
is the cause of the blurri-
ness. 
 But the cause of the 
swollen nerve has not been 
determined. 

 The oil on most lanes 
has the same characteristics 
(i.e. thickness, composition 
and where). But the lanes at 
the Kegel Training Center 
are customized.  
 Two games of 10-pin 
were thrown by each bowl-
er on each team. Three 
games of Baker-format 
bowling followed. The 
number of pins for both 
were added together for the 
ÀQDO�WHDP�WRWDOV��
 “Of course, the goal 
was to defend the champi-
onship and we wanted to 
win, like everyone else,” 
Hauser said. “But the pur-
pose in the big picture was 
to get the new bowlers in 
the line-up the experience 
of competing in the post-
season atmosphere. The 
new bowlers have nev-

er been in a postseason at-
mosphere. I know it is said 
over and over, but the at-
mosphere and competing 
in the postseason is a com-
pletely different animal. 
Reading, talking, and un-
derstanding what it is like 
to compete in the postsea-
son is of value. But theory 
and knowing what to ex-
pect only goes so far. At 
some point, the theory has 
to be turned into action.  
 “When the bowler is 
in the middle of the pres-
sure and has to remember 
all of the theory without the 
EHQHÀW� RI� LW� QRW� FRXQWLQJ��
the experience is a wake-up 
call. The new bowlers got 
the wake-up call this week-
end in a lot areas as far as 
executing during the post-
season.”
 Apopka as well as 
Martin County knocked 
down a total of 2,677 pins. 
The Championship was 
taken by Miami Christian 
with 2,871 pins. 
 “What will be most 
important during the post-
season is the picking up the 
spare. If a team throws a 
lot of strikes, the points left 
on the table from the next 
frame after the spares don’t 
matter. But most games 
aren’t going to be strike 
after strike. The stand-
ings were the tangible con-
sequences. Even though 
we weren’t bowling our 
best, picking up the spares 
give us the points we need 
to still make a run at the 
championship.”

Hello Folks,

 I sure hope you had a 
great weekend and you got 
LQ� VRPH� ÀVKLQ·�� ,W� ZDV� D�
little hot but we had some 
overcast skies so it wasn’t 
too bad on the water.
� 7KH� ÀVKLQ·� ULJKW� QRZ�
is doin’ pretty good in 
most of the chains in our 
area. Lots of folks are still 
catchin’ plenty of blue-
gills and a few shellcrack-
ers in the mix. You need to 
drift open water with crick-
ets and red worms. A few 
anglers are catchin’ some 
specks but we need some 
cooler weather to get the 
water temperature down. 
We have been gettin’ some 
rain and that’s helpin’ to get 
the water temperature down 
as well.
 Folks are catchin’ 
some nice stringers of pan-
ÀVK� DORQJ� WKH� VKRUHOLQH� RI�
the St. Johns River. Folks 
are catchin’ plenty of pan-
ÀVK� DURXQG� WKH� SDGV� DQG�
laydowns in the river. Take 
along plenty of crickets and 
red worms, and keep mov-
in’ until you get on ‘em.
� 7KH�EDVV�ÀVKLQ·� LQ� WKH�
St. Johns has been good 
and Lake Monroe has been 
a good lake to catch some 
bass. You need to get on the 
ZDWHU�UHDO�HDUO\�DQG�WU\�ÀVK-
in’ plastic frogs and toads 
around the shoreline cov-
HU�� ,I� \RX� ÀVK� LQ� WKH� ULYHU��
look for feeder creeks and 
the mouth of the canals for 
some runnin’ water. You 
XVXDOO\� ÀQG� WKH� EDVV� KDQ-
gin’ around those areas of 
the river.
 The Butler Chain has 
been off and on for a cou-
ple of weeks. Rick was out 
there last week and caught 
a few bass on slow-sinkin’ 
Senko-type baits and plas-
WLF�ZRUPV��7KH�EDVV�ÀVKLQ·�
has been good in the Kis-
simmee Chain. too. Most 
of the bass are hangin’ 
around movin’ water that is 
ÁRZLQ·�RYHU� D� VKHOO� EHG�RU�
where the current runs into 
the mouth of the lake. You 
will do best to locate mov-
in’ water in all the lakes in 
the chain. If you get on the 

ZDWHU� HDUO\�� WU\� ÀVKLQ·� WKH�
shoreline cover with plastic 
toads and frogs. Once the 
VXQ� JHWV� XS�� WU\� ÀVKLQ·� WKH�
submerged hydrilla and eel-
grass beds throughout the 
chain.
� 5LFN� DOVR� ÀVKHG� WKH�
Harris Chain last week and 
FDXJKW� ÀYH� EDVV� XS� WR� ��
lbs. each. All the bass were 
caught on Senko-type baits. 
Rick and I got a chance to 
GR� VRPH� ÀVKLQ·� RYHU� WKH�
weekend. We decided to 
ÀVK� -RKQ·V� /DNH� GXH� WR� D�
tournament on the Harris 
Chain. We got on the wa-
ter at dark-thirty. We started 
ÀVKLQ·� WKH� VKRUHOLQH� FRYHU�
where the grass line and the 
hydrilla meet. We got a cou-
ple of bites so we left and 
went to some other spots. 
:H�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�ÀQG�VRPH�
ÀVK� DORQJ� WKH� VKRUHOLQH�
grass with hydrilla mixed in 
with the grass. The hydrilla 
has taken over John’s Lake. 
It’s topped out in all the 
ODNHV��3ODFHV�ZH�XVHG�WR�ÁLS�
have got hydrilla growin’ 
out from the shoreline grass 
and reeds out in lake 10 feet 
to 20 feet. In some areas 
of the lake, you can’t even 
get to the shoreline due to 
the hydrilla.
 We did have a good 
day on the lake. We both 
caught six bass apiece. Rick 
caught all the big bass up to 
5 lbs. We caught all of our 
bass on slow-sinkin’ Sen-
ko-type baits.
 Well, that’s it for this 
week. I hope you get to do 
VRPH�ÀVKLQ·�UHDO�VRRQ��DQG�
let’s hope Hurricane Mat-
thew doesn’t mess things 
up for the weekend. See ya 
next week.
 Tip of the week: Fish 
real slow.
 Save a few and good 
luck!

 With Hurricane Mat-
thew threatening the Flor-
ida coast, this week’s high 
school football games are 
being postponed as I write 
this.
 For the Wekiva Mus-
tangs, the open date 
couldn’t have come at a 
better time. Not only do 
coach Rich Bedesem and 
the Mustangs have their 
open week prior to the all-
important game against 
Apopka, but they don’t 
have to worry about the 
hurricane issues and try-
ing to get this week’s game 
played in a timely manner.
 The Blue Darters, 
on the other hand, must 
deal with the storm and 
the change of the game 
to Monday, October 10, 
against Olympia. Of 
course, it is also home-
coming week at Apopka 
High School so getting all 
the normal festivities in is 
a concern, although I’m 
not sure the coaching staff 
concerns itself with any-
thing other than the game.
 At the end of the day, 

as long as the hurricane 
doesn’t cause serious prob-
lems in our area of Cen-
tral Florida, we’ll all get 
through this and, hopeful-
ly, get back to normal as 
quickly as possible.

…

Last week’s game
 Although it was no 
surprise, it was good to see 
both the Blue Darters and 
Mustangs come away with 
YLFWRULHV�LQ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�'LV-
trict 8A-4 games of the 
season.
 Apopka ran the ball 
almost at will against West 
Orange, while Wekiva did 
its thing with a strong run-
ning game and good de-
fense to down Evans.
 After watching West 
Orange live and seeing 

HQRXJK�ÀOP�RI�:HNLYD��,�
feel like the Mustangs will 
likely be able to beat West 
Orange when those two 
tangle on October 27.
 It won’t be a sure 
thing, but if the Mustangs 
can get Jaylon Fair going 
in the rushing game and 
not give up much in big 
plays, they can beat the 
Warriors, no matter what 
happens against Apopka on 
Friday, October 14.
 Injuries and other is-
sues can always pop up, 
but I feel like Apopka and 
:HNLYD�ZLOO�ÀQLVK�DV�WKH�
playoff participants from 
District 8A-4. If that hap-
pens and then both teams 
ZLQ�WKHLU�ÀUVW�URXQG�SOD\-
off games, they would 
meet in the second round 
of the playoffs for the right 
to continue to the third 
round.
 That would be pretty 
cool.

…

Apopka at Wekiva
 Because of our nor-
mal printing deadlines, this 

hometown rivalry game 
may or may not be played 
prior to our Friday, Octo-
ber 14, edition.
 We’ll have full game 
previews early next week 
on our website at www.
theapopkachief.com.
 I expect this game to 
be one of the closer ones in 
the series. To date, Apop-
ND·V�������ZLQ�LQ������LV�
the closest of any of the 
nine previous games.
 Wekiva’s ability to run 
the ball and keep Apop-
ka’s incredibly potent of-
IHQVH�RII�WKH�ÀHOG�FRXOG�
not only keep it close, but 
could give the Mustangs a 
FKDQFH�WR�JHW�WKHLU�ÀUVW�YLF-
tory against the Blue Dart-
ers. Apopka showed some 
vulnerability against the 
run in the win over West 
Orange and the Blue Dart-
ers need to get that shored 
up.
 The Mustangs also 
play solid defense and will 
give the Blue Darters some 
problems. I do think, how-
ever, that Apopka’s abil-
ity to run out of the single 

wing and the spread makes 
the offense one that is in-
credibly hard to stop. Add 
the fact that Apopka is 
pretty effective at passing 
the ball and that only helps 
to aid the strong running 
game.
 While I think that 
Wekiva will land a play-
off spot, it will be as a dis-
trict runner-up, as the Blue 
Darters will go undefeated 
through their three district 
games.
 It will be close, but 
Apopka will down the 
Mustangs.
 Apopka by 14.

…

Olympia at Apopka
 Assuming this game 
gets played on Monday, 
October 10, it should be a 
happy homecoming game 
for the Blue Darters.
 Yes, Olympia is 5-1, 
but a closer look at the Ti-
tans’ schedule shows why 
WKH\�KDYH�ZRQ�ÀYH�RI�VL[�
games.
 After dropping a 42-
12 loss to Sanford Semi-

nole in the season opener, 
the Titans have defeated 
East River, Colonial, Cy-
press Creek, Evans, and 
Freedom. That’s not ex-
actly murderer’s row and 
most teams would be 5-0 
against that slate.
 Apopka has faced its 
own schedule with some 
cupcakes, but the Blue 
Darters have also played a 
strong Dr. Phillips team, a 
decent West Orange squad, 
and an OK DeLand team 
and come out on top in all 
three.
 While Olympia is not 
a terrible team, I don’t 
think they will match up to 
the Blue Darters, especial-
ly when the Darters have 
the ball.
 Apopka’s offense 
should be able to put up 
plenty of points against 
Olympia’s defense.
 The Titans are prob-
ably better on offense than 
defense, but it won’t mat-
ter as the Blue Darters will 
roll, whenever the game is 
played.
 Apopka by 33.

The Zellwood Station 
Veteran’s Club will host a 
JROI� WRXUQDPHQW� WR� EHQHÀW�
physically challenged vet-
erans on Saturday, October 
22, at the Zellwood Station 
Golf Course. 

Special guests will be 
AVAST members (Ampu-
tee Veterans of America 
Support Team). Sponsors 

and players for this event 
are needed. 

According to the vet-
eran’s club, this is a great 
way for businesses to ad-
vertise while helping local 
veterans. 

For further informa-
tion about the golf tourna-
ment, call Peggy at 407-
����������

With open date, Wekiva has fewer hurricane headaches

    

6SHFLDO�2O\PSLFV�JROÀQJ�VWDUV

Hunter Keaton stands with his father, Ed, after the Apopka duo finished second in their division in the 2016 
Special Olympics North America Golf Championships. The event was played last weekend in Port St. Lucie. 
The Keatons qualified for the event by winning the Florida state championship in September.

Zellwood Station to host 

EHQHÀW�JROI�WRXUQDPHQW

Fishin’ is good locally

'DUWHUV�FODLP�WKLUG�LQ�VWDWHZLGH�HYHQW

Gage Stelling was released from the hospital in time 
to play in the Kegel High School Challenge.
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 The open date on the 
Wekiva Mustangs football 
schedule has arrived. 
 There has been some 
down this season for the 
Mustangs. But the results 
have been by far more on 
the positive side, propel-
ling  the Mustangs into the 
position most teams envi-
sion they will be in at this 
point of the season. With 
a 1-0 District 8A-4 record 
and two more district con-
tests remaining, the Mus-
tangs have laid the founda-
tion required to produce a 
legitimate run at earning a 
berth in Class 8A’s postsea-
son tournament.
 When considering the 
level of competition, Weki-
va’s overall record is an at-
tention-grabbing 4-2. 
 “At this point of the 
season, our play has been 
PRUH� HIÀFLHQW� LQ� SOD\-
LQJ�WKH�VW\OH�ZKLFK�ÀWV�RXU�
skill-set than not and, as a 
result, we are right where 
we need to be to reach the 
goal of making the play-
offs,” Mustangs coach Rich 
Bedesem said. “Now the 
bye date is a complement 
to laying that foundation 
to make a run at the play-
offs because of the timing. 
The bye date has come at 
the right time this season. 
We have a week to heal and 
improve even further on 
what has been our weak-
ness, especially the failure 
to score inside the red zone. 
The weaknesses have been 
strengths recently. 
 “But we want those 
weaknesses to no longer 
be weaknesses permanent-
ly. The only way to do so 
is by repetition. And we are 
at the point of another week 
VSHQW� VSHFLÀFDOO\� IRFXVLQJ�
on what were weaknesses 
earlier turn into at least no 
longer being weaknesses.”
 Laying that foundation 
to produce the run at earn-
ing a playoff berth was the 
UHVXOW�RI�XVLQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�ÀYH�
contests to prepare for the 
most recent one.
 Because berths in the 
tournament are determined 
strictly according to district 
VWDQGLQJV� �ÀUVW� DQG� VHFRQG�
place earn berths), district 
contests have the most tan-
gible weight. Last week, 
both District 8A-4 open-

ers took place. Wekiva de-
feated Evans 27-6 and West 
Orange fell to Apopka 56-
20. Wekiva and Apopka are 
tied for the top position in 
the District 8A-4 standings 
with 1-0 records.
 With four teams in the 
district, two victories are 
UHTXLUHG�WR�ÀQLVK�LQ�DW�OHDVW�
second place. Most of the 
time, the champion wins 
all three contests. Howev-
HU��WZR�WHDPV�ÀQLVKLQJ�WLHG�
IRU�ÀUVW�ZLWK�����UHFRUGV�LV�
a possibility. The tiebreaker 
is head-to-head.                  
� 0RUH� VSHFLÀFDOO\�� LW�
means the Mustangs and 
Blue Darters both enter the 
contest against each oth-
er in control of their own 
destiny. The one difference 
though is the Mustangs 
have two weeks to prepare 
for the contest.    
 Furthermore, when 
Wekiva hosts Apopka on 
Thursday, October 13, the 
district championship will 
most likely be determined 
by the outcome. At the very 
least, the winner will clinch 
second place and one of the 
berths into the tournament. 
The loser will still be in 
control of its own destiny 
as one more win secures the 
berth into the postseason.     
 “Because there are 
only three games and how 
good the members are, each 
contest is the same as the 
playoffs,” Bedesem said. 
“If a team has a bad con-
test or plays badly, there is 
no opportunity to overcome 
or for a make up. Further-
PRUH��ÀYH�RI�RXU�RSSRQHQWV�
are playoff caliber. We have 
VHHQ�ÀUVW�KDQG� DQG�H[SHUL-
enced what is the difference 
between qualifying for the 
(FHSAA) playoffs and not. 
The difference starts with 
mistakes. Now we are tak-
ing a step up in class. For 
us, getting into the play-
offs comes down to how 
we play against Apopka 
and West Orange, applying 
what we learned up to this 
point of the season.  
 “I realize West Or-
ange is not having the kind 
of season they have had 
recently. But like Evans, 
the athletes and the abil-
ity to turn opponents’ mis-
takes into points is still 
there along with the play-
RII� H[SHULHQFH�� 2I� FRXUVH��
Apopka doesn’t talk about 
the playoffs. Apopka talks 

about state championships, 
WKDW�QH[W�DQG�KLJKHVW�RI�OHY-
els. When a limited amount 
of mistakes are committed 
and again, in particular, in-
VLGH�WKH�UHG�]RQH��ZH�H[HUW�
the style and kind of game 
we are best at. I am not say-
ing we automatically win, 
but our opportunity to win 
is as good as anyone else 
when the opponent has to 
play its best to win. Qual-
ifying for the playoffs will 
have to be earned.”
 That style and kind 
of game the Mustangs are 
most suited for as well 
as built to play is the old-
school way, running the 
ball with physical author-
ity in order to control the 
clock. 
 Wekiva running back 
Jaylon Fair has gained 857 
yards on 113 carries (in-
cluding preseason, sev-
en contests) and scored 13 
touchdowns on the season.
 For the season, quar-
terback Trey McGee has 
completed 49-of-99 passes 
for 889 yards. Although the 
percentage is only 50, the 
average yards per comple-
tion is 18.14.
 By playing with the lead 
in conjunction with holding 
onto the ball for long periods 
of time, the defense has the 
ability to deliver the physical 
presence sought as well.
 “Allowing Evans to 
PRYH� WKH� EDOO� RQ� WKH� ÀUVW�
drive was not a good start, 
which has been a problem 
throughout the season,” Be-
desem said after that con-
test. “There were three pass 
interference calls. Perhaps 
one or even two were pass 
interference. But it is hard 
to not question the penal-
ties when three are called 
in one drive.
 “And a couple of 
passes for about 15 yards 
were completed by Evans. 
The defense wasn’t able 
to stop the empty set Ev-
DQV�ZDV� XVLQJ� DW� ÀUVW�� %XW�
in the end, when the big 
play was needed, the de-
fense made the adjustments 
and came up with the big 
play. From that point, the 
defense played as well as 
it has been. Over the last 
three contests, the defense 
has given up 10 points.”   
 A prime opportunity 
to do all of the above while 
making gains toward the 
big picture of moving up 

the ladder in the sport went 
by the boards when Timber 
Creek took a 19-7 victory 
over Wekiva.
 The good news though, 
is if the Mustangs do earn 
a berth into the postsea-
son, the loss might be that 
watershed moment. Since 
then, Wekiva defeated Win-
ter Park and  Evans. The 
scores were 35-7 and 27-6, 
respectively.
 Bedesem placed the 
inability to score when in-
side the red zone as the big-
gest reason for Wekiva’s 
second loss of the season. 
 “There hasn’t been a 
lot of talk about whether or 
not we have corrected the 
inability to score from in-
side the red zone,” Bede-
sem said. “However, there 
hasn’t been any because 
the results speak for them-
selves. We have won the 
last two contests since Tim-
ber Creek, scoring all eight 
times inside the red zone 
and 48 of a possible 56 
points in the process.
 “It appears failing to 
score more than the seven 
SRLQWV� ZDV� D� YLVXDO�� ÀUVW�
KDQG�H[SHULHQFH�ZKLFK�KDV�
been taken to heart. The 
coaches challenged the 
team the following week. 
To me, scoring 48 points 
since the contest is as tan-
gible proof as there is of 
the team understanding the 
importance of eliminating 
those mistakes inside the 
red zone caused the failure 
to score three times.” 
 Against Winter Park, 
Wekiva’s conversion rate 
inside the red zone was 100 
percent, not only for the 
amount of times scored, but 
the amount of points. Weki-

va crossed the end zone all 
four times inside the red 
zone, putting up 28 points.      
 The conversion rate 
was once again 100 percent 
against Evans, two touch-
GRZQV� DQG� WZR�ÀHOG� JRDOV�
added up to 20 points. A 
90-yard punt return by 
Brandon Hill accounted for 
the remaining seven points 
of the 27 total.  
 “In itself and on the 
surface, the failure to score 
so often makes winning 
PRUH� GLIÀFXOW�µ� %HGHVHP�
said.  “But for us there is 
also a deeper layer and in 
VRPH� ZD\V� PRUH� GLIÀFXOW�
to win than most because 
of the style we play. Be-
cause we rely on control-
ling the clock and physi-
cally wearing the opponent 
down by rushing the ball 
with power, the amount of 
opportunities are also limit-
HG��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�ZH�
VFRUHG� WKH� ÀUVW� WRXFKGRZQ�
against Evans, we held onto 
the ball for about eight min-
utes. But the risk is having 
eight minutes less to score 
every time we hold onto the 
ball so long. 
 “So in order for the 
style and strategy to effec-
tively work as far as us win-
ning, the end result has to 
be points. As far as putting 
points on the board when 
the ball is held onto for so 
long, the risk and reward 
is high. There is no middle 
ground as far as gaining any 
W\SH�RI�EHQHÀW�DIIHFWLQJ�WKH�
outcome. Basically, there is 
only one opportunity with 
possession to avoid the sit-
uation of high risk com-
ing to fruition, and often, 
there just isn’t enough time 
left to come from behind 

once those long drives take 
place. At the very least, the 
lack of time left after hold-
ing onto the ball for so long 
makes coming from behind 
GLIÀFXOW�µ
 At the end of the con-
test against Winter Park, 
only seven passes were 
thrown. However, making 
the most out of the few op-
portunities, each of the four 
passes completed gained at 
least 10 yards and kept the 
chains moving.  
 Against Evans, the 
numbers for McGee were 
6-of-12 for 87 yards. The 
average completion cov-
ered 14.5 yards, enough to 
keep the chains moving. 
Completions of 13 yards 
and 41 yards set up Oscar 
6DOD]DU·V����\DUG�ÀHOG�JRDO�
RQ�WKH� ODVW�SOD\�RI� WKH�ÀUVW�
half as the lead was upped 
to 10-0.
 As far as an early lead 
is concerned, a blocked 
punt returned 31 yards for a 
touchdown put Winter Park 
behind only 1:04 into the 
contest. 
 Albeit taking longer, 
(YDQV� JDYH� XS� WKH� ÀUVW�
points. 
 An 80-yard, 15-play 
drive, taking 7:15 off the 
clock was put together by 
WKH�0XVWDQJV��7KH�ÀQDO����
yards were gained on the 
ground by Fair with 8:37 
left in the second quarter.    
 In the meantime, the 
consistency with which the 
defense has held its ground 
has continued throughout 
the season. 
 An average of 12 
points per contest and 72 
total have been given up by 
the defense. Over the last 
three contests, the total is 
30 points.  
 Other victories came 
over Boone (35-28) and 
University (35-2).
 In the regular-season 
opener for both, Dr. Phil-
OLSV�KDQGHG�:HNLYD�WKH�ÀUVW�
loss, 28-7.  
 “Continuing to focus 
on reducing the mistakes 
inside the red zone so we 
FDQ�VFRUH�DQG�PRUH�H[SOR-
siveness on offense is the 
plan during the bye week,” 
Bedesem said. “Defensive-
ly, we plan on making the 
focus getting leverage at 
the line, eliminating missed 
tackles and the secondary 
not losing sight of the re-
ceiver in coverage.”

� $SRSND� ÀUHÀJKWHUV� DUH� RUJDQL]-
ing the second annual Armando Bor-
jas Jr. Golf Tournament to honor fall-
HQ� ÀUHÀJKWHU� $UPDQGR� %RUMDV� -U���
who died of cancer in 2013.
 Proceeds from the golf tourna-
PHQW�ZLOO�EHQHÀW�D�PHPRULDO�VFKRODU-
ship fund in his name that will help 
VHQG� D� ORFDO� \RXWK� WR� ÀUH� DQG� (07�
school and carry on Borjas’ legacy of 
public service.
 The Armando Borjas Jr. Golf 
Tournament will be held Saturday, 
October 15 at Forest Lake Golf Club, 
10521 Clarcona-Ocoee Road, Apop-

ka.
� %RUMDV� VSHQW� ��� \HDUV� ÀJKWLQJ�
ÀUHV�DQG�VDYLQJ�OLYHV�ZLWK�WKH�$SRSND�
Fire Department and seven years of 
active duty in the Marines. However, 
in 2011, he was diagnosed with Stage 
IV esophageal cancer that he battled 
until his death in 2013 at the age of 
39.
 Registration is 6-7:30 a.m. There 
will be continental breakfast. A shot-
gun start begins at 8 a.m.
 Participants can enjoy 18 holes of 
golf including golf cart and a bucket 
of range balls. 

 Lunch will be barbecue pulled 
pork sandwich with two sides and a 
beverage. 
 Among the golf tournament’s 
KLJKOLJKWV�DUH�D� UDIÁH�IRU�D� IRXU�GD\��
three-night Marriott Villa vacation, a 
silent auction, and a dart golf ball pro 
launcher. 
 For more information, contact 
Jerold Maynard, 407-718-1763 or 
maynard1662@gmail.com; Andrew 
Brown, 407-920-9959 or andrew-
brown86@gmail.com; or Matt Yo-
ham, 407-601-8474 or myoham@
apopka.net.

 In a 14-2 vote, the Florida 
High School Athletic Associa-
tion Board of Directors approved 
a new football playoff format at 
its meeting Monday, September 
26.
 Beginning with the 2017 
season, district play will be elim-
inated in Classes 1A-4A, with 
teams making the playoffs based 
on a points system. Classes 5A-
8A will retain districts, with the 
district champion receiving an 
automatic playoff bid.
 Football teams from both 
Apopka and Wekiva high schools 
play in Class 8A, the largest clas-
VLÀFDWLRQ�LQ�)ORULGD�
 District play for Class 5A-

8A will remain, with 32 teams 
qualifying for the playoffs in 
each class. District champions 
will receive an automatic bid to 
the playoff and a 1-4 seed based 
on the new points system. Four 
wild cards will be taken from 
each region based on points fol-
lowing the conclusion of week 
11.
 For Classes 1A-4A, no re-
gion or district play will be re-
quired, as each school will con-
trol its own schedule. Four teams 
from each region (16 total) will 
make the playoffs based on the 
new points system.
 This is a landmark day for 
high school football in the state 

of Florida.
� ´:H·UH�H[FLWHG�DERXW�ZKHUH�
we’re going. We have the best 
high school football in the na-
tion and this is only going to en-
hance that. We hope to build the 
game and grow the game. We’re 
H[FLWHG�DERXW�ZKHUH�ZH·UH�KHDG-
ed and where we’re going to go,” 
VDLG�)UDQN�%HDVOH\��H[HFXWLYH�GL-
rector of athletics with the Flori-
da High School Athletic Associa-
tion. Beasley is the author of the 
new system.
 “I think it will create a more 
H[FLWLQJ� SOD\RII�� %\� JRLQJ� WR� D�
seeding system, it’s going to re-
ward teams who play a strong 
schedule,” Beasley said.

 “There are a lot of positives, 
but there will be some negatives 
along the road. We’re fully aware 
of that. We’re going to continue 
to work and tweak as we move 
forward.
 “Is any system perfect? No, 
but we feel like we’ve created a 
better system. Every game you 
play is going to count, from week 
1 to week 11.”
 Teams must play a minimum 
of eight games to qualify for the 
postseason, and points will be 
awarded for playing teams with 
better records. For instance, a 
loss to a team that wins 80 per-
cent or more of its games will be 
worth 35 points and a win over 

that team would give 50 points 
to the winner. Meanwhile, a win 
over a team that wins 39 per-
cent or less of its games would 
be worth only 35 points, while a 
loss would be worth 20 points.
 If the points system had 
been in place for the 2015 sea-
son, Apopka would have made 
WKH� SOD\RIIV� DV� WKH� ÀIWK� VHHG�
(highest non-district winner) and 
Wekiva would have landed a 
VSRW�DW�WKH�VL[WK�VHHG��8QGHU�WKH�
system now being used, Apop-
ka advanced to the postseason as 
a district runner-up to West Or-
ange. Wekiva did not make the 
SOD\RIIV� DIWHU� ÀQLVKLQJ� WKLUG� LQ�
the same district.

Mustangs couldn’t have timed open date any better

Wekiva coach Rich Bedesem and the Mustangs have 
their open date this week.

*ROI�ZLOO�KHOS�IXQG�VFKRODUVKLSV�LQ�ÀUHÀJKWHU·V�PHPRU\

Football playoff structure changed beginning in 2017

The Apopka Fire Department’s annual golf tourna-
ment will honor the late Armando Borjas Jr.
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Blue Darters down Lake Minneola 3-0 in girls volleyball

Coach Nuni Dominguez (second from right) gestures as he speaks to the Blue Darters Monday, October 3, during a timeout. Apopka defeated the Lake Minneola 
Hawks, 3-0. Apopka’s next home match is scheduled for Wednesday, October 12, against Timber Creek.

Tiana DiMarco returns a Lake Minneola shot as teammate Mahalia Valmores looks 
on.

Emily Weaver (12) blocks a shot by Lake Minneola as Alexa Barrall backs her up 
during Apopka’s 3-0 victory.

Hannah King slaps a shot back over the net for the 
Blue Darters.

Tiana DiMarco watches the ball as she prepares to 
serve during the victory over Lake Minneola.

Hannah King slaps the ball past a couple of Lake Minneola players. The Blue Darters toppled the Hawks, 3-0, 
on Monday, October 3.

Alexa Barrall goes up to block a shot by a Lake Min-
neola player.

Lily Jackson serves the ball for the Blue Darters on 
Monday, October 3.
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Prepare for Hurricane Matthew
Hurricanes are strong storms that can be life-

threatening as well as cause serious property-

threatening hazards such as flooding, storm 

surge, high winds and tornadoes.

Preparation is the best protection against the 

dangers of a hurricane. Know the difference 

between the threat levels and plan accordingly.

Are You Ready for a Hurricane? 

• Listen to a NOAA Weather Radio (Available on 

the Red Cross Store) for critical information 

from the National Weather Service (NWS).

•	Check your disaster supplies. Replace or 

restock as needed.

• Bring in anything that can be picked up by the 

wind (bicycles, lawn furniture).

•	Close your windows, doors and hurricane 

shutters. If you do not have hurricane shutters, 

close and board up all windows and doors with 

plywood.

•	Turn your refrigerator and freezer to the 

coldest setting. Keep them closed as much 

as possible so that food will last longer if the 

power goes out.

• Turn off propane tank.

• Unplug small appliances.

• Fill your car’s gas tank.

•	Create a hurricane evacuation plan with 

members of your household. Planning and 

practicing your evacuation plan minimizes 

confusion and fear during the event.

•	Find out about your community’s hurricane 

response plan. Plan routes to local shelters, 

register family members with special medical 

needs and make plans for your pets to be 

cared for.

• Obey evacuation orders. Avoid flooded roads 

and washed out bridges.

•	Standard homeowners insurance doesn’t 

cover flooding. It’s important to have 

protection from the floods associated with 

hurricanes, tropical storms, heavy rains and 

other conditions that impact the U.S. For more 

information on flood insurance, please visit 

the National Flood Insurance Program Web 

site at www.FloodSmart.gov.

Recommended Supplies

• Water—at least a 3-day supply; one gallon per 

person per day

•	Food—at least a 3-day supply of non-

perishable, easy-to-prepare food

•	Flashlight - Battery-powered or hand-crank 

radio - NOAA Weather Radio, if possible 

(Available at the Red Cross Store)

• Extra batteries

• First aid kit

• Medications (7-day supply) and medical items 

(hearing aids with extra batteries, glasses, 

contact lenses, syringes, etc.)

Matthew is  the strongest Atlantic hurricane in almost a decade and is projected to arrive in Florida as early as Thursday, 
potentially spreading northeast to coastal Georgia and the coastal Carolinas Friday into the weekend.

Photo Courtesy of CNN Weather.

• Multi-purpose tool

• Sanitation and personal hygiene items

• Copies of personal documents (medication list 

and pertinent medical information, proof of 

address, deed/lease to home, passports, birth 

certificates, insurance policies)

• Cell phone with chargers

• Family and emergency contact information

• Extra cash

• Emergency blanket (Available at the Red Cross 

Store)

• Map(s) of the area

•	Baby supplies (bottles, formula, baby food, 

diapers)

•	Pet supplies (collar, leash, ID, food, carrier, 

bowl)

•	Tools/supplies for securing your home

•	Extra set of car keys and house keys

• Extra clothing, hat and sturdy shoes

•	Rain gear

•	Insect repellent and sunscreen

• Camera for photos of damage

Recover After a Hurricane

What to Do After a Hurricane:

•	Continue listening to a NOAA Weather Radio 

or the local news for the latest updates.

•	Stay alert for extended rainfall and subsequent 

flooding even after the hurricane or tropical 

storm has ended.

•	If you evacuated, return home only when 

officials say it is safe.

•	Drive only if necessary and avoid flooded 

roads and washed out bridges.

• Keep away from loose or dangling power lines 

and report them immediately to the power 

company.

• Stay out of any building that has water around 

it.

Inspect your home for damage. Take pictures of 

damage, both of the building and its contents, 

for insurance purposes.

•	Use flashlights in the dark. Do NOT use candles.

•	Avoid drinking or preparing food with tap 

water until you are sure it’s not contaminated.

•	Check refrigerated food for spoilage. If in 

doubt, throw it out.

•	Wear protective clothing and be cautious	

when cleaning up to avoid injury.

•	Watch animals closely and keep them under 

your direct control.

•	Use the telephone only for emergency calls.

As You Rebuild:

• Secure double entry doors at the top and the 

bottom.

• Strengthen existing garage doors to improve 

the wind resistance, particularly double- wide 

garage doors.

•	Protect windows with permanent storm 

shutters or one-half inch marine plywood that 

is pre-cut to fit your doors and windows.

•	Clear loose and clogged rain gutters and 

downspouts to prevent flooding and 

unnecessary pressure on the awnings.

•	Select trees that are not as subject to uprooting 

to replace damaged ones. A gardening or 

landscaping professional can give you excellent 

advice.

•	Identify a place to store lawn furniture, toys, 

gardening tools and trash cans that is away 

from stairs and exits to prevent them from 

being moved by high winds and becoming 

missiles.

Ask a Professional to:

•	Ensure roof sheathing is properly installed.

•	Ensure end gables are securely fastened to the 

rest of the roof.

•	Fasten the roof to the walls with hurricane 

straps.

•	Elevate your home if it is near the coast and 

subject to flooding from storm surge.

•	Let Your Family Know You’re Safe:

•	If your community has experienced a disaster, 

register on the American Red Cross Safe and 

Well web site to let your family and friends 

know about your welfare. You may also call 

1-866-GET-INFO to register yourself and your 

family.

The American National Red Cross • http://www.redcross.org/get-help/prepare-for-emergencies/types-of-emergencies/hurricane#Prepare


